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No.  2497.  Annual  Series. 

Rtfermce  to  previous  Beporiy  Annual  Seines  No,  2327. 


Beport  on  the  Trade  and  Chneral  Cotidition  of  the  British  Central 
Africa  Protectorate  for  the  Tear  ending  March  31,  1900, 

By  Mr.  Commissioner  Sharps 

(Beceiyed  at  Foroign  Office,  July  10,  1900.) 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  satisfactory  progi'ess  in  Trado. 
the  Protectorate  of  British  Central  Africa.  Trade  has  increased 
(amounting  in  the  total  to  250,000/.),  the  revenue  has  been 
augmented,  and  has  considerably  exceeded  the  amount  which  was 
estimated;  the  value  of  imports  has  increased  50  per  cent., 
exports  have  been  doubled ;  and  the  production  of  coffee  is  three 
times  what  it  was  last  year. 

Health  of  Europeans  has  been  fair;  malarial  fevers  having  Health, 
been,  as  usual,  the  chief  complaint. 

A   satisfactory  advance  since  my  last  report  has  been  the  New  exports, 
development  of  new  exports,  namely,  tobacco — the  cultivation  of 
which,  although  as  yet  small,  has  been  extended — and  chillies, 
which  appear  likely  to  become  a  staple  export. 

Additions  have  been  made  to  the  fleet  of  transport  steamers  on  Inland 
the  Zambezi  and  Shire  Rivers.  steamew. 

The  new  Government  steamer  *'  Guendolen,"  on  Lake  Nyasa, 
350  tons  displacement,  has  been  constantly  running  during  the 
year  and  has  done  good  serv'ice,  she  has  proved  to  be  a  comfortable 
and  useful  vessel ;  the  electric  light  with  which  she  was  fitted  has 
not  been  found  to  be  a  great  success  in  practice,  as,  the  engine 
being  worked  from  the  main  boilers,  the  light  can  only  be  used 
when  the  vessel  is  steaming. 

The  amount  of  money  received  in  hut  taxes  shows  an  increase  Hut  tax. 
over  the  amount  realised  last  year.     From  all  districts  it  is  reported 
that  this  tax  was  being  paid  cheerfully ;  in  fact  it  has  been  nowhere 
pressed,  but  has  been  quietly  extended. 

The  year  has  been  a  peaceful  one,  no  troubles  having  taken  Expeditionib 
place  necessitating  the  despatch  of  any  expeditions  within  the 
limits  of  the  Protectorate.  In  July  and  August  a  large  Pro- 
tectorate force  combined  with  the  Portuguese  expedition  against 
the  Tao  Chief,  Mataka  (whose  headquarters  are  situated  east  of 
the  Protectorate),  and  rendered  services  for  which  the  thanks  of 
the  Portuguese  Government  have  been  given.  In  September, 
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owing  to  slight  disturbances  in  the  British  South  Africa  Chartered 
Company's  territory,  the  Protectorate  was  called  upon  to  send  a 
force  to  Lake  Mweru  to  deal  with  the  Chief,  Kazembe.  The 
necessary  operations  were  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  a  distance 
of  1,800  miles  travelled  by  the  force  within  two  and  a-half  months, 
800  miles  being  by  steamer. 

The  African  Transcontinental  Telegraph  Company  has  steadily 
extended  its  line  to  the  north :  it  is  now  in  course  of  construction 
up  the  east  side  of  Tanganyika.  The  company  has  also  run  a 
branch  line  from  Lake  Nyasa  tu  Fort  Jameson,  the  present  head- 
quarters of  the  Chartered  Company  in  North-Eastern  Rhodesia. 
This  branch  was  completed  in  October,  1899,  and  has  been  satis- 
factorily working  since  then.  The  company  continues  to  employ 
native  operators. 

New  roads  have  been  opened  in  various  directions.  One 
from  Domira  Bay  through  the  new  Protectorate  station,  Dowa, 
and  on  to  Fort  Jameson,  will  give  ready  access  from  Lake 
Nyasa  to  tlie  Chartered  Companjrs  headquartera,  and  will  con- 
stitute an  alternative  and  rather  shorter  route  than  that  from 
Kota-Kota. 

The  question  of  a  Shire  Highland  trunk  road,  commencing  at 
Chiromo  and  running  through  the  Cholo  district  to  Blantyre,  is 
now  under  consideration.  Such  a  road  would  be  used  entirely  for 
wheeled  traffic,  and  not  by  carriers.  So  long  as  the  Shire  River 
keeps  up  its  present  high  level,  it  is  improbable  that  the  proposed 
road  would  be  much  used  ;  but  the  experience  gained  some  years 
ago  of  really  bad  seasons  when  navigation  beyond  Chiromo  was 
rendered  quite  impossible,  suggests  the  desirability  of  taking  this 
route  in  hand  in  good  time. 

The  level  of  Lake  Nyasa  has  been  good.  This  lake  is  the 
reservoir  which  supplies  the  Shire  River;  when  therefore  the 
level  is  high,  it  means  that  navigation  from  the  Zambesi  to 
Chiromo  can  be  carried  on  satisfactorily.  At  the  time  of  sending 
in  this  report  the  level  of  the  lake  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since 
1896. 

The  Admiralty  are  bringing  out  a  chart  of  Lake  Nyasa,  the 
result  of  the  work  of  Lieut.  E.  L.  Rhoades.  This  officer  is  now 
engaged  in  obtaining  systematic  sets  of  soundings  throughout 
the  lake,  from  wliich  a  bathymetrical  chart  will  eventually  be 
prepared. 

Postal  receipts  have  considerably  fallen-oflf,  owing  chiefly  to 
to  the  great  reduction  in  charges  (from  6d,  to  Id,)  for. letters 
from  this  Protectorate  to  England  and  the  British  Colonies. 
The  postal  system  has  been  improved,  and  the  transport  of  letters 
throughout  the  Protectorate  accelerated. 

Game  continues  to  increase  in  the  Elephant  Marsh  Reserve. 
The  expectation  that  elephants  would  return  in  numbers  to  this 
old  haimt  of  theirs  htis  not  been  as  yet  justified.  It  is  probable 
that  the  constant  passing  of  steamers  up  and  down  the  Shire 
River,  the  funnels  and  masts  of  which  are  clearly  visible  through- 
out the  marsh,  has  frightened  them.     Together  with  the  increase 
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of  game  in  the  reserve,  there  has  also  been  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  lions,  and  these  have,  to  some  extent,  become  a  nuisance 
in  the  vicinity  of  Chiromo.  They  have,  on  several  occasions, 
entered  the  township  and  killed  natives. 

Handsome  and  substantial  Government  buildings  including  Buildingi, 
a  new  court  house,  judicial  oflSces,  coUectorate,  post  office,  &c., 
have  been  erected  in  Blantyre.    A  number  of  dwelling-houses  and 
offices  have  been  completed  on  the  various  stations  throughout  the 
Protectorate. 

The  usual  work  of  the  survey  office  has  been  dealt  with ;  in  Surrey, 
addition  to  which  this  department  carried  out  the  operations  in 
connection  with  the  definition  of  the  Anglo-Portuguese  boundary 
on  the  whole  of  the  eastern  and  a  portion  of  the  western  side  of 
the  Protectorate.  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Swann,  officers  of 
the  Protectorate  Administration,  together  with  Mr.  Thomas  I. 
Binnie,  Assistant  Surveyors  to  the  Protectorate,  formed  the  British 
section  of  the  Commission,  the  Portuguese  officers  being  Captain 
Ivans  Ferraz,  lieut.  Count  da  Ponte,  and  Lieut.  F.  Branco.  A 
total  length  of  boundary,  measuring  roughly  350  miles,  was 
defined,  and  a  total  area  of  about  8,000  square  miles  was 
mapped.  The  lower  portion  of  the  western  side  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate still  remtdns  to  be  defined  (the  Zambesi-Shire  water- 
shed). 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  European  population  of  Population, 
the  Protectorate,  but  in  view  of  the  largely  growing  export  of  cofiPee, 
rubber,  &c.,  it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  more  settlers  have  not 
come  during  the  year  to  British  Central  Africa.  The  increased 
production  is  principally  due  to  extended  operations  on  the  part  of 
old  residents.  It  is  possible  that  the  slow  rate  at  which  the 
European  population  has  advanced,  is  due  to  a  somewhat  exag- 
gerated idea  of  the  unhealthiness  of  the  country.  The  fact  that 
there  are  now  several  industries  in  the  Protectorate  which  give 
substantial  profits  is  clearly  established. 

The  Indian,  or  "Banyan,"  population  has  increased.  These 
people  undertake  small  native  trade  which  would  be  impossible 
for  Europeans,  and  so  far  from  being  a  disadvantage  to  wholesale 
trading  concerns,  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that  they  develop  a 
certain  amount  of  trade  which  would  not  otherwise  exist,  and  are, 
therefore,  of  service  to  wholesale  dealers.  Iijdian  traders  have 
during  the  year  settled  at  Fort  Johnston,  Liwonde,  Zomba, 
Blantyre,  Chikwawa,  Chiromo,  and  Port  Herald. 

The  cultivation  of  rice  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Kyasa  has  in-  Bice, 
creased,  some  800  tons  having  been  placed  on  the  local  market 
This  rice  is  of  good  quality,  some  of  it  has  found  its  way  to  Chinde, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Zambesi,  and  been  used  there  for  feeding 
native  labourers.  Trading  companies  who  have  steamers  of  their 
own  on  the  Lower  Shire  Elver  find,  no  doubt,  that  they  can 
thus  obtain  a  supply  in  Chinde  at  considerably  lower  price  than 
they  would  have  to  pay  on  the  coast.  As  an  article  of  export, 
however,  for  merchants  who  would  have  to  pay  the  current  freights 
down  the  Shire  and  Zambesi  Bivers,  rice  could  not  at  present  be 
(646)  .  A  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6 


CBNTRAL  AFRICA   PROTECTORATE. 


profitably  dealt  with;   with  a  railway  from  Chiromo  to   Nyasa 
there  is  little  doubt  that  a  trade  in  Xyasa  rice  would  soon  be 
developed, 
^•iiwij.  In  my  last  report  I  dealt  shortly  with  the  question  of  a  rail- 

way for  this  Protectorate,  stating  that  it  was  badly  needed.  The 
past  year  has  shown  very  conclusively  that  a  railway  from 
Chiromo  to  Blantyre,  eventually  to  be  extended  from  Blantyre 
to  Lake  Nyasa,  is  necessary  for  the  welfare  and  advance  of  the 
Protectorate.  At  the  present  time  almost  the  whole  of  the 
available  labour  supply,  which  should  be  employed  in  planting 
and  other  operations,  is  occupied  carrying  loads  from  the 
navigable  Shire  Eiver  to  Blantyre,  the  Shire  Highlands,  and  to 
the  Upper  Shire  Kiver.  Transport  work  has  so  very  largely 
increased  that  it  is  probable  that  during  the  current  year  the 
whole  supply  of  labour  will  not  be  sufficient  to  cope  with  even 
the  transport  question.  Natives  prefer  transport  work  to  any 
other,  as  they  can  more  quickly  and  easily  earn  money  by  this 
means.  I  consider  that  the  British  Central  Africa  Protectorate 
has  now  almost  reached  its  limit  of  production  and  export, 
unless  a  railway  is  constructed  from  Chiromo  to  Blantyre. 
This  would  set  free  for  ordinary  plantation  work  the  many 
thousands  of  natives  now  occupied  in  transporting  loads  on 
their  heads. 
Labour.  As  a  consequence  of  the  largely  increased  transport,  labour 

has  been  very  scarce  on  plantations,  and  planters  have  l>een 
hard  pushed  to  keep  their  estates  clear  of  weeds.  Every  year, 
in  the  month  of  March,  there  is  an  inrush  of  native  labourers  in 
search  of  work,  most  of  these  come  from  Angoniland  and  other 
districts  east  and  west  of  Lake  Nyasa.  During  the  months  of 
April,  May,  and  June,  labour  is  plentiful,  and  during  that  period 
the  transport  companies  get  up  the  bulk  of  their  goods  from  the 
Shire  Eiver.  Planters  also,  during  those  months,  cany  out 
operations  for  the  opening  up  of  new  estates.  During  July, 
August,  September,  and  October  labour  continues  to  be  more  or 
less  plentiful,  but  during  November,  December,  January,  and 
February  there  aie  pmctically  no  labourers  from  outside  districts. 
At  that  season  most  natives  are  engaged  on  their  own  food. 
})lantations,  such  as  are  available  being  secured  by  the 
transport  companies.  These  four  months,  being  the  setison  of 
the  rains,  when  the  growth  of  weeds  and  grass  is  most  luxuriant 
are  a  very  trying  time  for  planters.  I  have  endeavoured  as  much 
as  possible  to  induce  the  local  Yao  population  (who  in  many 
cases  live  on  properties  belonging  to  Europeans  rent  free),  to  pay 
their  annual  three  shilling  hut  tax  in  the  shape  of  labour  at 
current  rates,  and  to  reserve  this  source  for  the  wet  season.  By 
this  means  Europeans  who  have  many  natives  living  on  their 
land  are  enabled  to  tide  over  to  some  extent  the  most  difficult 
period. 
Industrial  The   Kondowe   Industrial   Institution,   which   is   under    the 

inititution.      direction  of  Dr.  Laws  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  Mission,  has 
made  great  progress.     This  institution  is  situated  in  high  country. 
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about  2,800  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Nyasa.  Large  numbers 
of  natives  are  apprenticed,  and  are  learning  useful  trades,  such  as 
carpentry,  blacfcamith's  work,  telegraphy,  mason's  work,  &c. 

The  value  of  goods  imported  into  British  Central  Africa  during  Impozti^ 
the  year  1899-1900  is  as  follows  :—  ®^P<*^  * 


Value. 


Port  Herald    . 
Chiromo 

Total 


£        s.    d. 

3,729  18  11 

154,805    3    5 


158,034  17    4 


The  following  tables  show  the  various  articles  of  import  and 
their  value  as  compared  with  the  year  1898-99 : — 

Port  Herald. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

ArmB  and  ammunitioo         . .         .  • 

Alcohol          

ProTisions 

Hardware 

Softgoods 

Free  gooda 

SundrieB         

£      8.      d. 

18  17    0 

8    0    6 

507  15    5 

463  18    2 

3,011  15    2 

10    0    0 

182  17     8 

£     s.    d, 

4    6    0 

4    4    0 

731  11    0 

676    0    7 

2,219    0    8 

8    16 

91  10    7 

Total 

4,198    8    6 

3,729  13  11 

Chiromo. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1808-99. 

18b9  1900. 

Arms  and  ammuDition 

Alcohol           

ProvidioDS       . .         . .         . . 

Hardware       

Softgoods 

Fi*ee  goods 

Sundries         

£        B,    d. 

1,609    1  11 
8,890  11    0 
14,369    0    5 
11,057    8    6 
41,d50    1    0 
12,323  19  10 
8,543    7    8 

£      «.    d. 

1,455    6  11» 

4,831  15  10 

2:\894    0    4 

22,581     6    3 

82,169    0    0 

15.205  11     6 

5,66S    2    7 

Total 

93,743    9  11 

154,305    3     5 

*  In  this  return  the  valae  of  new  rifles  used  in  re-arming  (1899-1900)  the 
lit  Battalion  Central  Africa  Regiment  (5,200/.)  has  not  been  included. 

(fi46)  A  4 
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Summary  of  Imports  for  1899-1900,  as  compared  with  1898-99. 


Artielet. 

Value. 

1S08-99. 

1899-1900. 

PortHenld 

Chiromo • 

Sota-Eotft         •  •                    •  •         •  • 

Brituh  Central  Africa  AdminiBtraidon 
imported  goods  to  the  value  of 

£      s.    d. 

4,108    8    6 

98,748    9  11 

1,849    2    8 

9,002    4    4 

£      s,    d. 

3,729  18  11 

164,806    8    6 

•  • 

18,000    0    0 

Total 

Inoreaae 

108,883    0    0 

67,651  17 

176,084  17    4 

4 

Import  of  Spkcib. 

1 

ooid     ..; 

SUyer       .. 
Gold        ..1 
SUver       ..' 

1. 

\ 
1 
•  •          1 

Value. 

t 

1898-99.        1899-1900. 

African  Lakee  Corporation         ••         4 
British  Central  Africa  Administration  4 

£ 
3,600 

400 
1,600 

£ 
1,400 
6,000 

Total 

Increase 

6,600 

7,400 

— > ' 

1,900 

Total  Value  of  Imports,  including  Specie,  for  the  Year  1899-1900, 
compared  with  1898-99. 


Tear. 

Value. 

1886-99  

1899-1000          

£        *.    d, 
113,888    0    0 
183,434  17    4 

Total  inoreaae     •• 

69,661  17    4 
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A  comparison  of  this  year's  imports,  I'SOO-IOOO,  through 
Chiromo,  with  the  imports  for  the  year  1898-99,  shows  a  net 
increase  of  60,561/.  ISs.  6rf.,  as  follows: — 


Articles. 

Value. 

, 

Increase.           j 

Decrease. 

£       s.    d. 

£      *.    d. 

Arms  and  ammunition 

, , 

153  15    Q^ 

Alcohol 

4il     4  10 

Provisions 

••         ••         ••         •• 

8,524  19  11 

Hardware 

11,523  17    9 

Soft  goods 

40,218  19    0 

"*      Free  goods 

2,881  11     8 

Sundries 

Total 

• « 

2,875    4    8 

63,590  13    2 

3,028  19    8 

J 

Net  increase  .  • 

60,561 

13 

6 

*  In  this  return  the  value  of  new  rifles  used  in  re-arming  ('1899-1900)  the 
1st  Battalion  Central  Africa  Regiment  (5,200/.)  has  not  heen  included. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  articles  of  export  and 
their  value  as  compared  with  the  year  1898-99  : — 

Port  Herald. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

Coffee 

Ivory 

Hippopotamus  teeth..         ••         •• 

Beeswax         

BhinoceroB  horns 

Rubber           

Sundries         

£      *.    d. 

19  19  10 

34    4    0 

5  13    0 

585  10    0 

124  17    6 

36**0    0 
430  10    0 

£      s,   d, 

22    5    6 

47  17    0 

14    0 

318  19    9 

293    6    8 

1  15    0 

29  11    0 

124  15    3 

Total 

1,236  14    4 

834  14    2 
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Chibomo. 


Value. 


Articles. 


1898-99. 


Coffee 

Ivory 

HippopotunuB  teeth . 

Rhinooeros  horns 

Rubber 

Oil-seeds 

Beeswax 

Strophanthus . . 

GhiUies 

Tobaooo 


£      s.  d. 

23,737     2  10 

2,268    2  0 

45     1  6 

25  19  6 

10,233  18  0 


1899-1900. 


Total 


;             125     4 

8 

1             108     8 

6 

18     3 

0 

37  15 

0 

'               50    0 

0 

36,649  15 

0 

£  s. 

62,223  2 

2,3?8  14 

28  8 

0  17 

13.189  0 

31  12 

463  15 

51  9 

84  16 


112  14  10 
78,514    8    9 


Total  Exports. 


Year. 

iValue. 

1898-99   

1899-1900           

37,966    8    4 
79,349    2  11 

Total  increase 

41,383  14    7 

Coffee. 


Rubber. 


Tobacoo. 


During  the  year  goods  in  transit,  not  included  in  the  above 
figures,  have  been  passed  through  the  Protectorate  free  of  duty  to 
the  value  of  31,337^.  4s.  6d. 

The  total  quantity  of  cofifee  exported  was  1,100  tons,  as  com- 
pared with  850  tons  during  the  previous  year. 

This  marked  increase  is  due  partly  to  a  large  extent  of  fresh 
plantations  coming  into  bearing,  and  partly  also  from  the  fact 
that  the  previous  year  was  a  bad  one  for  coffee.  The  crop  during 
the  coming  year  is  estimated  to  reach  about  1,200  tons.  The 
value  of  coffee  in  the  European  markets  has  considerably  fallen 
during  last  year.  Owing,  however,  to  the  quality  of  Nyasaland 
cofifee  being  exceptionally  good  and  the  prices  higher  than  for 
most  other  cofiees,  the  fall  has  not  so  seriously  affected  growers 
here  as  it  has  in  many  other  coflee-growing  countries.  At  the 
present  date  the  cofiee  market  seems  to  be  taking  a  turn  for  the 
better,  and  plantei-s  in  the  Protectorate  are  looking  to  higher 
prices  for  the  coming  crop  than  they  obtained  for  the  last. 

The  value  of  rubber  exported  from  the  Protectorate  has  risen 
from  a  little  over  10,000/.  to  13,000/.  (In  addition  to  this,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  rubber  has  passed  through  the  Protectorate 
•  in  transit") 

Tobacco   which    was  exported    last    year   to    the   extent   of 
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1,780  lbs.  has  risen  this  year  to  4,207  lbs.  This  rise,  although 
the  total  quantity  is  still  small,  shows  that  there  is  a  profit 
realised. 

Chillies  have  giadually  increased  in  value  as  an  export,  and  OliilUes. 
during  the  past  year  nearly  19,000  lbs.  have  been  exported.     It  is 
probable  that  this  amount  will  be  much  increased  next  year,  as  it 
is  found  that  chillies  are  an  article  which  pays  for  export. 

In   ivoiy  there  is  a  slight  decrease,  from  2,500Z.  to   2,400/.  Ivory. 
A  considerable  amount,  also  passed  through  the  Protectorate  in 
transit.     Ivory  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  staple  export  from 
this  Protectorate. 

The  total  trade  (not  including  specie  imported)  of  the  Protec- 
torate, stands  thus : — 


Value. 


1898-99. 


1899-1900. 


Imports 
Export. . 


£       s.      d. 
108,883    0    0 
37,964  19    4 

£       *.      d. 
176,034  17    4 
79,349    2  11 

Total 


146,347  19     4 


255,384    0    3 


During  the  year  the  channels  of  the  Shire  and  the  Zambesi 
Eivers  have  been  kept  fairly  clear  of  snags  and  obstructions.  They 
have  been  navigable  from  Chinde  to  Chiromo  all  the  year,  and 
small  steamers  have  also  had  little  difficulty  in  taking  barges  up 
to  Katunga. 

Oil  seeds  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  shipped  in  smaller 
quantities  from  the  Protectorate  than  previously. 

Steamers  going  down  to  Chinde  have  been  able  to  obtain  sugar 
and  other  freights  on  the  Lower  Shire  and  Zambesi. 


Eeturn  of  Vessels  Entering  and  Discliarging  at  the   Port  of  Shipping. 

Chiromo. 


•  •         •  • 

•  •         « • 

•  •         •  • 

Number  of  Vessels. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

Steamers . . 
Barges  and  boats 
Canoes    •  • 

185 

290 

72 

224 

52t; 

49 
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The  transport  steamers  plying  on  the  Zambesi  and  Lower 
Shire  Rivers  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of 
Yeeaelt. 


African  Lakes  Corporation,  Limited       . .         .  •         . .  7 

Bhairer's  Zambesi  Traffic  Company        . .         .  •         •  •  i  8 

The  African  International  Flotilla  Companj    •  •         •  •  ^  3 

The  Church  of  Scotland  Mission.  •         . .         . .         . . !  1 

I 

Total        I  U 


The  following  steamers   are    now    running    on    the    Upper 
Shire:— 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

African  Lakes  Corporation,  Limited 

Sharrer's  Zambesi  Traffic  Company       

The  African  International  Flotilla  Company    . . 
Administration  Ghunboat  "  Dotc  "         

2 

1 

1 
1 

ToUl 

5 

The  following  steamers  are  now  running  on  Lak 

e  Nyasa : — 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

African  Lakes  Corporation,  Limited 

African  Transcontmental  Telegraph  Company  .  • 
UniTersities  Mission 

German  Gh>Temment        

Administration  steamers 

!• 

1 

1 

2 

Total       

8 

The  Administration  steamer  "  Guendolen,"  which  made  her 
trial  trip  in  April,  1899,  has  been  constantly  running  during  the 
year. 

In  order  to  give  a  better  idea  of  what  is  being  done  in  out 
districts  of  the  Protectorate  I  give  below  extracts  from  the  varioua 
annual  reports  sent  in  by  District  Collectors. 
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District  Eeports. 
Lower  Shire, 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  H.  C.  McDonald,  Collector, 
Lower  Shire  district : — 

Hut  tax  receipts  for  the  year  show  a  substantial  increase  over  Hut  tax. 
last  year.     From  this  district  many  natives  have  gone  south  in 
search  of  labour.     The  population  has  increased,  chiefly  natives 
from  Portuguese  territory. 

Ruo, 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  H.  C.  McDonald,  Collector, 
Euo  district : — 

The  native  population  is  increasing :  many  new  villages  are  PopulatioB. 
to  be  seen  on  both  banks  of  the  Shire  and  Ruo.     Of  these  people 
a  great  number  are  from  Portuguese  territory. 

The  smallness  of  increase  in  hut  taxes  is  partly  due  to  several  Hut  taxes. 
hundred  men  having  gone  to  Beira  in  search  of  highly  paid  labour. 
These  men  crossed  the  Zambesi,  and  appear  to  have  gone  entirely 
on  their  own  account. 

Angoni  are  again  coming  down  in  search  of  labour,  and  several  Labour, 
gangs  have  been  induced  to  work  on  the  Chinde  concession.     The 
native  crops  are  looking  well,  in  spite  of  locusts. 

The  revenue  of  the  district  is  nearly  double  that  of  last  year.     Revenue. 

The  Mlanje  road  has  been  cleared  as  far  as  the  Tuchila,  and  BoadB,  Ac. 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  headmen  of  the  villages  to 
keep  the  road  in  repair  throughout  the  year,  for  which  they  will 
receive   suitable   compensation.      The   Tuchila   bridge   has   been 
thoroughly  repaired. 

The  Eiver  Shii-e  is  in  good  navigable  condition,  though  low  River  traffic 
for  this  time  of  the  year.  All  snags,  with  the  exception  of  two, 
were  pulled  out  last  year,  and  no  new  ones  have  been  reported. 
The  overhanging  growth  will  be  cut  away  as  soon  as  possible. 
54  steamers,  barges,  and  boats  have  been  registered  since  the 
shipping  regulations  came  into  force  on  March  1,  1900. 

A  new  collector's  house  has  been  built  during  the  year,  as  also  (3^eIleral. 
three  other  brick  buildings.    An  hotel  has  been  erected  in  the 
Chiromo  township. 

West  Shire. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  L.  C.  Way,  Collector,  West 
Shire  district : — 

During  the  past  12  months  the  weather  has  been  somewhat  Weather, 
unusual.  Bains  fell  in  October  and  November  when  they  wei:e 
not  expected,  and  February  and  March  were  abnormally  dry. 
The  rainfall  as  measured  up  to  date  (March  24,  1900)  is  as 
follows  :  October,  1*22  inches ;  November,  3*83  inches  ;  December, 
7'84  inches ;  January,  5'56  inches ;  February,  -95  inches ;  March, 
2'25  inches.    No  rain  fell  between  February  2  and  March  17. 
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Birer. 


Labour. 


People. 


Taxes. 

Traffic 
oompaniee. 


The  Shire  being  chiefly  dependent  on  the  lake  for  its  supply 
of  water  lias  not  been  greatly  aflfected  by  the  local  scarcity  of 
rain.  It  was  open  for  all  steamers  till  about  the  beginning  of 
August,  and  early  in  January  lai^e  steamers  wei-e  able  to  come  up 
once  more. 

There  has  been  a  general  outcry  for  more  w^orkers  who  have 
been  very  scarce  this  year,  or  at  any  rate  for  the  first  nine 
months. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  corner  of  the  Protectorate  are  quiet  and 
peaceable.  Crime  is  almost  a  rarity  amongst  them.  Tiiero  has 
been  one  case  of  mwavi  poisoning. 

Taxes  have  come  in  well,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  equal  last 
year's  income. 

The  traffic  companies  have  all  been  very  busy  owing  to 
increasing  trade.  New  houses  have  been  put  up  at  most  of  their 
stations,  which  are*  in  every  way  a  great  improvement  on  the  old 
unhealthy  wattle  and  daub  houses  of  the  past. 


The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  T.  A.  V.  Best,  Collector,  w^ho 
has  been  acting  as  British  Vice-Consul  and  Chief  Judicial  Officer, 
Blantyre  district : — 

Buildinge.  The  new  Government  buildings  are   now  complete  as  far  as 

the  Consular  offices,  court  house,  post-office  and  assistant's  office 
are  concerned.  Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
planting  of  trees  and  grass  on  Government  land. 

Health.  The  general  health,  both  of  Europeans  and  natives,  has  been 

above  the  average.  An  epidemic  of  genuine  small-pox  made  its 
appearance  in  Decemljer,  1899 ;  thanks  to  the  prompt  action 
taken  it  did  not  assume  much  importance.  As  an  example  of  the 
work  done,  I  may  mention  that  Mr.  Macvicar,  M.B.,  CM.,  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  Mission,  with  his  assistants,  vaccinated  over 
10,600  natives  in  the  district.  It  is  estimated  that  only  about 
2,000  remain  unprotected,  mostly  in  Cholo  and  near  Matope. 

Hut  taxeg.  There  is  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  amount  collected  in  hut 

taxes.  It  is  probable  that  if  the  system  elaborated  during  the 
past  year  is  continued,  the  amount  from  this  source  will  be 
increased;  it  is  not  probable  that  the  increase  will  be  great 
(although  there  is  room  in  the  district  for  a  nmch  larger  popu- 
lation), as  the  existing  methods  of  cultivation  will  shortly  render 
a  native  exodus  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Blantyre  inevit- 
able. 

Labour.  Complaints  of  scarcity  of  labour  in  the  rainy  season  have  not 

diminished.  It  is  difficult  to  suggest  any  permanent  cure  for  a 
state  of  things  arising  from  so  many  different  causes.  Those 
planters  and  traders  who  have  given  attention  to  the  careful 
housing  and  feeding  of  the  natives  in  their  employ  have  undoubt- 
edly reaped  the  reward  of  their  exertions. 

Native  oourt.  Cases  to  the  number  of  695  have  been  dealt  with,  mostly  of  a 
petty  nature,  in  about  one-third  of  these  Europeans  were  more  or 
less  concerned. 
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Cases  of  slave  dealing  and  poison  ordeal  are  now  extrenit^ly 
rare.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  as  in  Europe,  the  more  impor- 
tant criminals  are  nearly  always  below  the  average  physical  and 
mental  standard.  Koad  thefts  have  slightly  increased  in  frequency, 
and  are  likely  to  increase  so  long  as  the  present  mode  of  transpoit 
continues. 

Some  120  unlicensed  guns  have  been  destroyed.  Of  muzzle-  Guns. 
loading  gun  licenses  45,  of  breech-loading  gun  licenses  29,  and  of 
game  licenses  (c)  18,  have  been  issued.  So  far  as  can  be  judged 
from  rapid  inspections  at  different  times  in  the  year,  the  amount 
of  game  remains  stationary.  Elephants  occasionally  visit  the 
country  between  Matope  and  the  foot  of  the  Zomba  range. 

The  prison  accommodation  is  still  somewhat  restricted  accord-  I*ri«>n8- 
ing  to  European  ideas,  but  from  a  native  point  of  view  is  exceed- 
ingly good.  Several  cases  of  diarrhoea  andidysentery  were  reported 
during  the  months  of  December,  January,  and  February.  Marked 
improvement  in  this  respect  lias  taken  place  since  all  water  used 
in  the  prison  has  been  boiled.     No  European  has  been  imprisoned. 

The  roads  in  the  district  and  township  are   in  good  repair  Township  and 
and  clean  ;  especial  care  has  been  given  to  the  roads  to  Cholo  and  "^*^' 
Mlanje. 

Monthly  meetings  of  the  Town  Council  were  held  throughout 
the  year. 

The  general  trade  of  Blantyre  continues  to  increase.  Two  Trade, 
new  firms  (Keillers's  African  Trading  Company,  and  Messrs. 
Walker  Brothers  and  Sinderam)  have  established  their  head- 
quarter in  the  township ;  the  Companhia  da  Zambezia  is  also 
about  to  open  a  branch  establishment,  while  the  existing  com- 
panies have  made  many  additions  to  their  buildings. 

Progress  has  been  more  in  the  direction  of  extending  trade 
already  reported  upon  than  of  opening  up  any  new  enterprise. 
The  whole  trade  of  the  Protectorate  (with  small  exceptions)  and 
of  the  North-Eastem  Ehodesia  and  German  territories  on  Lake 
Nyasa  and  Lake  Tanganyika,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Eastern  Congo 
Free  State,  continues  to  pass  through  Blantyre.  This  large  traffic 
is  still  almost  entirely  carri(jd  on  by  means  of  native  porters, 
though  it  is  recognised  that  such  a  method  is  now  inadequate,  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  replace  it  by  ox  waggons  in  the  High- 
lands. 

There  are  two  papers,  "  The  Central  African  Times,"  a  weekly  Press.        * 
paper  published  in  Blantyre,  with  a   circulation  of  440  copies; 
and   the   organ  of  the   Church  of  Scotland  Mission,  "  Life  and 
Work,"  which  is  also  produced  in  Blantyre,  entirely  by  native 
printers,  has  a  monthly  circulation  of  350. 

The  cofiee  crop  produced  last  season  was  exceedingly  satis-  Agriculture, 
factory  ;  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  also  good.  The 
superior  quality  of  coffee  grown  in  the  district  appears  unlikely 
to  be  affected  by  the  fall  in  prices  so  much  as  inferior  coffees.  As 
both  chillies  and  tobacco  have  been  exported  at  a  good  profit,  it  is 
probable  that  considerable  attention  will  be  paid  to  these  products. 
Chillies  are  well  worth  the  attention  of  planters;   they  are  as 
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profitable  as  the  lower  grades  of  coffee,  and  require  a  very  small 
amount  of  care.  I  am  informed  by  an  experienced  planter  that 
more  satisfactory  prices  are  obtained  in  Hamburg  than  in  London. 

A  successful  agri-horticultuml  show  was  hold  in  Ulantyre  at 
which  most  European  vegetables  were  shown  in  great  perfection. 
There  were  numerous  entries  in  all  classes  of  live-stock,  poultry, 
and  dairy  produce.  The  exhibits  of  tea,  tobacco,  fibres,  annatto, 
and  rice  are  worthy  of  mention ;  while  special  praise  was  awarded 
to  a  collection  of  over  30  diflforent  useful  and  ornamental  timbers. 

In  a  district  mainly  agricultural  and  far  removed  from  the 
sea,  the  question  as  to  whether  the  local  labour  supply  is  decreas- 
ing assumes  a  vital  importance.  The  supply  is  probably  nearly 
stationary,  but  the  causes  of  its  apparent  decrease  may  be  .sum- 
marised as  follows : — 

(i)  The  growth  of  transport  and  extension  of  planting  interests 
absorb  an  increased  number  of  labourers  and  porters;  (ii)  the 
increase  in  wages,  fur  from  inciting  the  native  to  work,  enables 
him  to  supply  his  small  wants  in  a  shorter  time ;  (iii)  the  more 
efifective  occupation  of  North-Eastern  Bhodesia  and  of  Portuguese 
territory  on  the  east  and  south-west,  has  caused  restrictions  to  be 
placed  upon  the  exit  of  natives  from  those  territories  seeking  work 
in  the  Protectorate;  (iv)  to  these  may  be  added  the  emigration 
of  a  comparatively  small  number  of  natives,  attracted  by  the  large 
wages  obtainable  south  of  the  Zambezi. 

It  would  be  possible  to  remove  or  counterbalance  these  causes 
for  the  scarcity  of  labour  by  (a)  abandoning  transport  by  carriers, 
and  (b)  increased  taxation.  Of  these  (a)  can  only  be  brought 
about  by  the  construction  of  a  railway.  Unless  this  is  shortly 
undertaken  some  of  the  existing  coffee  plantations  will  have  to  be 
abandoned ;  any  large  extension  of  agriculture  is  probably  already 
impossible. 

In  the  Consular  Court  four  criminal  cases  were  dealt  with: 
one  theft,  one  embezzlement  and  two  of  afisault  From  April  to 
December,  1899,  22  civil  cases  were  tried ;  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1900,  13 ;  making  a  total  of  35  for  the  year.  A  number 
of  disputes  were  also  settled  by  arbitration. 

Two  petitions  in  bankruptcy  were  filed  during  the  year. 

Of  the  81  deeds  concerning  land  compulsorily  registered,  32 
were  transfers  from  or  to  Government.  34  other  deeds  have  also 
been  registered. 

13  estates  of  deceased  British  subjects  have  been  wound  up  by 
the  Court ;  and  10  more  are  being  dealt  with. 


Health. 


Zorriba, 

The  following  is  a  report  from  Mr.  R.  W.  Gordon,  Collector, 
Zomba  district : — 

Inuring  the  past  year  the  Zomba  district  has  been  entirely 
free  from  any  disturbances. 

The  district  diii  not  suffer  last  year  from  any  sprious  epidemic, 
although  small-pox  has  been  prevalent  on  its  eastern  borders  and  in 
the  neighbounng  sub-district  of  Chikala. 
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There  has  been  a  fairly  average  amount  of  "  chimanga  "  (maize)  Crop». 
and  *'  mapira  "  (millet)  grown  during  the  year,  although  the  latter 
has  suffered  much  damage  on  account  of  a  long  period  of  drought 
during  the  last  six  weeks  of  the  rainy  season  (February  15  to 
March  31). 

There  has  been  almost  a  complete  absence  of  serious  crime.  Crim*. 
On  the  other  hcmd  road  thefts  were  becoming  prevalent  at  one 
period  of  the  past  year. 

The  general  condition  of  the  roads  has  been  improved.  Roads. 

JDuring  the  year  just  completed  the  revenue  derived  from  hut 
taxes  has  increased.  This  increase,  I  have  every  reason  to  expect, 
will  continue  during  the  current  year. 

During  the  last  year  there  has  been  a  great  demand  for  labour  J^b  mr. 
on  the  part  of  planters  and  traders  in  this  district 

A  supply  of  labour  has  arrived  steadily  during  the  year  frcrni 
Angoniland,  Mangoche  and  other  districts,  but  it  has  by  no  means 
been  able  to  cope  with  demands. 

Liwomde. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Godrich,  Collector, 
Liwonde  district  :— 

This  district  has  continued  in  a  peaceable  condition ;  there  has  lAl>our. 
4)een  but  little  crime  of  a  serious  nature  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  majority  of  the  natives  have  paid  their  taxes  either  in  money 
or  work.  The  number  of  labourers  going  to  the  Shire  Highlands 
for  work  from  this  district  has  not  been  quite  so  great  as  in 
former  years,  owing  partly  to  the  delimitation  of  the  Anglo- 
Portuguese  boundary  ha\'ing  placed  certain  large  Angoni  villages 
in  Portuguese  territory,  and  partly  to  other  causes.  It  is  from 
this  district  and  from  that  of  Central  Angoniland  adjoining,  that 
the  great  proportion  of  labourers  for  work  in  the  Shire  Highlands 
is  drawn ;  and  although  the  number  of  people  is  great,  yet  they 
have  been  scarcely  able  to  cope  with  the  largely  increased  trans- 
port work  from  the  Lower  Shire  river,  and  planters  have  been 
unable  to  get  the  necessary  number  of  men  for  work  on  their 
plantations. 

During  the  year  new  station  buildings  have  been  erected  at  a  BuUdiiigs. 
site  some  3  miles  from  the  old  site.    The  new  site  is  situate  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Shire  river,  where  a  township  has  been  laid  out 
and  several  plots  of  land  sold  to  traders  and  others. 

The  river  has  had  plenty  of  water  in  it,  and  steamers  have  Birer. 
been  able  to  ply  between  Matope  and  Fort  Johnston  throughout 
the  whole  year.     At  the  present  date  the  level  is  high,  and  likely 
to  keep  so  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  which  have  lately  fallen  in 
the  Lake  Nyasa  basin. 

In  the  higher  portion  of  this  district  the  Zambesi  Industrial  Agpioultuie. 
Mission  have  succeeded  in  growing  wheat  of  a  good  quality,  and  it 
is  probable  that  wheat  will  be  largely  cultivated  in  the  futura 
This  should  tefid  to  reduce,  in  due  time,  the  rather  heavy  retail 
price  of  6rf.  per  lb.  for  European  flour. 

(646)    \  B 
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Crops.  Eain  began  very  late  in  the  lower  portion  of  this  district,  and 

as  a  consequence  the  native  "  chimanga  "  (maize)  crop  failed  to  a 
large  extent,  and  was  further  much  damaged  by  swarms  of  locusts. 
There  will  probably  be  a  scarcity  of  food  in  this  part  of  the  district, 
which,  however,  will  to  some  extent  be  met  by  the  heavy  crops  of 
native  foodstuffs  which  are  being  obtained  in  the  hill  (Angoni) 
portion  of  the  district. 

MUinje. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  G.  C.  L.  Kay,  Collectw, 
Mlanje  district : — 

Roads.  Xhe  only  new  road  made  is  one  just  completed  between  Fort 

Anderson  and  the  Tuchila  river,  where  it  joins  the  Cholo  road. 
All  the  wire  bridges  have  been  repaired,  and  are  in  order.  It  has 
been  found  necessary  to  renew  the  woodwork  of  such  bridges  at 
least  once  a  year,  on  account  of  white  ants.  All  our  roads  have 
been  kept  clean. 

Labour.  There  has  been  a  scarcity  of  labour  throughout  the  year,  the 

chief  causes  are : — (i)  The  easy  manner  in  which  natives  can  sell 
their  produce,  and  thus  obtain  the  necessary  3s.  foi  their  hut-tax ; 
(ii)  the  cutting  off  of  South-east  Chilwa  from  this  district  by  the 
Anglo-Portuguese  Boundary  Commission ;  (iii)  over  500  men  were 
recruited  from  Mlanje  for  the  armed  forces ;  (iv)  little  or  no  labour 
came  down  from  the  lake.  Transport,  no  doubt,  takes  away  a  very 
large  amount  of  available  labour  from  there,  which  would  otherwise 
be  used  by  the  planters. 

Obffee.  The  year  1899  has,  here,  been  an  ideal  one  for  coffee — not 

much  scorching  sun,  and  plenty  of  rain  well  distributed ;  and  this 
wet  season  having  started  so  early,  planters  who  have  opened  new 
clearings  have  had  an  excellent  chance  of  getting  their  plantations 
in  order  before  the  great  scarcity  of  labour  commenced. 

Natives.  During  the  year  many  people  from  Biza  settled  on  the  Chikuli 

and  Tuchila  rivers — about  400  in  all.  The  Portuguese  chief, 
Naluso,  sent  about  400  people  across  the  Euo,  who  have  settled  on 
that  river  and  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Judicial.  ^°®  ^^®  ^^  brutal  assault  on  an  aged  native  woman  by  a 

European  was  heard,  and  the  defendant  fined  and  bound  over  to 
keep  the  peaca     Crime  is  apparently  decreasing  among  natives. 

Ceyitral  AngonilaTid, 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Eeade,  Collector,  Central 

Angoniland : — 
fftorer.  The  number  of   local  stores  dealing    in    native  goods  has 

increased. 
Bevenue.  With  the  exception  of  hut  taxes,  which  show  an  increase  of  a 

little  over  20  per  cent.,  the  other  items  of  revenue  are  more  or  less 

the  same  as  last  year. 
Labour.  .  During  the  12  montihs  ended  December  31,  1899, 1  estimate 

that  fully  9,000  hands  went  down  to  work  in  the  Shire  Highlands, 
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Over  and  above  the  men  who  were  passed  during  the  year  by  the 
Collector,  there  must  have  been  a  great  number  who  went  to  work 
without  his  knowledge. 

Two  charges  of  murder  were   tried  in   the  native   district  Crim«w 
court.     One  of  these  was  abruptly  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
culprit  committing  suicide.     Many  minor  charges  were  heard  and 
disposed  of. 

The  relations  between  the   Chiefs  and  Collector  have  been  Chief*, 
generally  of  a  cordial  nature  throughout  the  district,  with  onl}- 
two  exceptions. 

A  new  headquarters  station  has  been  established  during  the  BuUdingi^ 
year  at  Dowa,  and  a  substantial  brick  house  erected  on  the  site. 
An  office  and  a  store-room  have  also  been  added  at  Dedza  sub- 
station. 

370  miles  of  bridle-paths  (5-foot)  were  in  use  during  the  year,  Koad§. 
and  kept  in  fair  order. 

Native  crops  were  good  and  abundant.     On  the  lake  shore  Crops, 
the  rice  yield  was  very  satisfactory :  I  estimate  that  it  gave  about 
150  tons. 

The  natives  in  the  working  parts  of  the  district  appear  to  GhjnenJ 
be   acquiring  a   better    understanding  of   the    requirements   of  go^erament. 
Government,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  will  continue  to 
improve. 

South  Nydsa. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  C.  0.  Ockenden,  Acting  Oommeroe, 
Vice-Consul  and  Collector,  South  Nyasa : — 

There  are  at  present  six  trading  stores  in  Fort  Johnston,  three 
of  which  are  run  by  Banyans. 

A  small  local  European  trade  is  done,  but  until  local  firms 
begin  to  cater  for  more  than  the  bare  necessities  of  life  this  trade 
will  never  develop ;  at  present  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  here  either 
clothing,  blankets  or  any  domestic  articles,  only  a  low  quality  of 
trade  goods  and  stores  being  kept 

A  lai^e  native  trade  is  done,  averaging  about  450/.  monthly, 
most  of  this  going  to  Banyans  ;  even  again  in  this*  branch  of  trade 
only  the  commonest  goods  are  stocked.  A  good  line  in  native 
blankets,  fancy  loin  cloths  for  women,  and  Arab  cloths  would  find 
a  ready  sale. 

One  new  river  steamer  has  been  put  on  the   Upper  Shire  Shipping, 
during  the  past  year.     There  are  now  three  trading  steamers  and 
one  gunboat  plying  on  the  Upper  Shire  weekly,  and  three  trading 
steamers  and  two  gunboats  on  Lake  Nyasa,  which  call  here  at 
varying  intervals. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  rate  of  freights,  but  a  landing 
and  shipping  charge  of  10s.  per  ton  has  been  imposed  by  some  of 
the  transport  companies  when  the  Lake  steamers  are  unable  to 
come  into  the  river. 

The  European  population  numbers  39  British,  four  foreigners,  Popnlaiion. 
(646)  B  2 
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and  12  Asiatics  (uot  including  the  Sikh  garrison  at  Fort  Maguire). 
The  native  popidation  is  estimated  at  50,000. 

Native  wages  for  unskilled  labour  remain  steady  at  3s.  per 
month,  but  the  wage  for  domestic  servants  is  tending  upwards 
towards  the  excessive  rates  paid  in  Blantyre. 

The  Universities  Mission  are  building  workshops  for  the  work 
of  building  a  large  steamer  intended  as  a  floating  college ;  they 
have  opened  a  number  of  new  mission  stations  in  villages  along 
the  Lake  shore.  The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  the  Livingstonia 
Mission  also  have  a  few  schools  in  the  district. 

The  whole  of  the  district  of  Sbuth  Nyasa  is  quiet,  and  the 
natives  appear  to  be  contented  and  in  a  thriWng  condition,  and  no 
disturbances  are  anticipated. 

130  cases  have  been  heard  in  the  native  court.  The  past  year 
has  been  remarkable  for  the  decrease  of  serious  crime.  In  tlie 
Consular  court  one  civil  case  was  heard. 

During  the  year  I  have  personally  visited  all  the  villages  in 
the  district,  and  estimate  the  total  number  of  huts  at  17,000.  In 
all  parts  of  the  district  natives  are  quiet  and  peaceable.  Crops 
for  the  coming  year  are  not  up  to  the  average,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  rain.  There  is  sure  to  be  a  shortage  of  food,  but  not  to  any 
considerable  extent. 

The  Fort  Johnston  township  roads  have  now  been  cut  and 
cleared,  and  are  open  for  traffic. 

Some  11  brick  buildings  have  been  erected  at  Fort  Johnston, 
viz.,  one  church ;  civil  station,  two  dwelling-houses  and  one 
prison  ;  naval  station,  one  dwelling-house  and  one  large  store ; 
Deuss  and  Kahn,  one  large  store ;  Sharrer's,  one  large  dwelling- 
house;  Keillor's,  one  billiard  room  and  bar,  one  hotel;  Flotilla 
Company,  one  dwelling-house.  In  all  about  1,000,000  bricks 
have  been  made  and  used  in  this  work. 

A  new  road  has  been  opened  from  Fort  Johnston  to  Chindamba, 
which  is  to  be  continued  to  Fort  Maguire.  The  road  from 
Liwonde  (Mvera)  has  been  put  in  good  order,  and  a  large  amount 
of  native  traffic  and  a  few  Europeans  have  passed  over  it  during 
the  year.  A  track  has  been  cut  to  the  south-west  arm  of  Nyasa, 
shortening  the  distance  by  half  a  day.  Unfortunately  it  has 
been  found  that  the  route  is  infested  by  tsetse  fly,  and  is  there- 
fore impassable  for  domestic  animals. 


Kota-Kota, 

The  following  is  a  report  from  Mr.  C.  Knipe,  Collector  :— 
Hut  tax.  The  hut  tax  receipts  have  increased.     The  people   have  all 

paid  willingly,  and  no  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
them. 
BuildingB.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been  three  new  European 

houses  built  in  Kota-Kota.  Messrs.  Deuss  and  Kahn  have  built 
a  large  brick  dwelling-house.  The  Universities  Mission  have  put 
up  a  very  fine  residence,  built  of  brick  and  roofed  with  iron.  A 
new  house  has  also  been  built  for  the  Collector. 
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All  these  buildings  have  been  constructed  with  native  labour, 
and  the  improvement  both  in  bricklaying  and  carpentry  is  very 
marked. 

A  new  assistant-collector's  house  has  been  erected  at  Fort 
Alston. 

The  year  1899-1900  was  remarkable  for  the  excellent  rice  AgrwukurB. 
crop  which  was  obtained  from  Kota-Kota  and  the  low-lying  ground 
in  the  vicinity.  The  crop  was  estimated  at  from  600  to  800  tons, 
which  is  at  least  200  tons  over  the  crop  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1898-99.  The  rice  was  of  a  good  white  quality,  the 
only  fault  being  tliat  it  was  rather  broken,  owing  to  the  primitive 
methods  employed  in  husking.  The  natives  are  realising  more 
and  more  that  the  growing  of  rice  is  profitable  both  as  a  food 
supply  and  a  source  of  revenue. 

There  is  one  cofifee  plantation  in  the  district,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  Deuss  and  Eahn.  The  plantation  is  about  four  years  old, 
and  is  yielding  a  small  crop;  the  trees  are  for  the  most  part 
healthy,  and  although  the  site  chosen  is  not  a  very  favourable  one, 
there  is  fair  promise  of  good  crops  in  the  future. 

There  has  been  no  crime  of  a  serious  nature  during  the  past  Crime, 
year,  although  there  has  been  much  transport  between  Kota-Kota, 
Fort  Alston,  and  Fort  Manning. 

The  natives  of  the  district  of  Marimba,  especially  in  Kota-  €^ell«»l. 
Kota  and  the  low- lying  country  along  the  shores  of  the  Lake  are 
prosperous  and  contented.  They  have  great  confidence  in  the 
Administration,  and  there  is  no  diflSculty  in  dealing  with  them. 
As  much  power  as  is  advisable  is  given  to  the  five  headmen  who 
live  in  Kota-Kota ;  they  are  allowed  to  settle  all  minor  native 
disputes.  It  is  quite  understood,  however,  that  any  native  can 
appeal  to  the  Collector,  and  that  all  grave  charges  must  be  dealt 
with  by  him.  The  system  works  very  well,  inasmuch  as  it  keeps 
up  the  authority  of  the  headmen  who  are  loyal  to  the  Adminis- 
tration. The  people  who  live  in  the  hills  in  the  remoter  part  of 
the  district  are  harder  to  deal  witL  They  are  still  very  timid, 
and  the  Collector  has  not  much  chance  of  gaining  their  confidence 
as  he  is  unable  to  make  any  long  visit  among  them.  There  are, 
however,  signs  that  they  are  gradually  overcoming  this  timidity. 

Another  subject  of  interest  is  the  firmer  hold  that  the 
Muhammadan  religion  is  getting  upon  the  natives.  There  are 
now  three  mosquas  in  Kota-Kota,  each  with  its  separate  teacher. 
The  Muhammadan  call  to  prayer  is  heard  regularly  at  sunrise  and 
sunset ;  natives  are  met  at  sunset  prostrating  themselves  in  the 
true  Muhammadan  fashion.  The  religion  is  one  which  appears  to 
appeal  to  these  people. 

West  NyastL 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Cardew,  Collector,  West 
Nyasa: — 

Numerically  the  cases  dealt  with  this  year  exceed  those  of  JudifliaL 
last  year.     They   are,   however,   mostly  slight  offences:    petty 
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assaults  and  thefts.  I  attribute  tlie  increase  of  .petty  cases  this 
year  to  the  fact  that  last  year  numbers  of  such  cases  were  not 
reported  to  me,  but  were  settled  between  the  parties  concerned  by 
pajrment  of  compensation  in  cloth.  Cases  of  mwavi  drinking 
have  decreased  considerably. 
At6tigi.  A  proportion  of  the  Atonga  people  are  gradually  leaving  the 

Lake  shore,  and  are  moving  inland  and  establishing  villages  along 
the  banks  of  the  various  rivers,  principally  the  Luweya,  with  its 
tributaries  the  Limpasa,  the  Kafuzi  and  the  Kakwewa.  In  fact, 
throughout  the  district  there  are  evidences  that  the  larger  com- 
munities are  gradually  being  dispersed  and  scattered  along  the 
Lake  shore  and  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  inland.  This 
scattering  of  the  people  naturally  increases  considerably  the  work 
of  the  district. 

The  general  attitude  of  the  people  is  friendly,  and  the  country 
is  in  a  quiet  and  settled  condition. 

North  Nycbsa, 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Candy,  Collector,  North 
Nyasa  district : — 

I>M*riot«-  The  North  Nyasa  district  is  divided  into  three  sub-districts  — 

Karonga,  Fort  Hill,  and  Deep  Bay.  At  the  time  of  writing  there 
are  three  officials,  placed  as  follows :  two  at  Karonga  (the  head 
station)  and  one  at  Fort  Hill. 

At  Fort  Hill  since  September  there  has  been  a  customs  officer, 
whose  chief  duties  are  to  see  that  the  Transit  Kegulations  are 
properly  carried  out,  but  at  the  same  time  has  seen  to  other 
matters  connected  with  his  district. 

Dutiet.  Import  duties  collected  are  on  goods  that  have   come  over 

from  German  Nyasaland.  A  fair  trade  is  springing  up  between 
Songwe  and  Langenburg  (the  two  (xerman  stations  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Lake),  and  Karonga. 

Two  firms  in  Songwe,  the  Grerman  East  Africa  Company  and 
the  firm  of  Hansing  and  Company,  have  taken  out  trading  iiceiises 
in  Karonga,  and  the  firm  of  Deuss  and  Kahn  are  established  at 
both  Karonga  and  Songwe.  I  therefore  anticipate  that  next  year 
customs  under  the  head  of  import,  export,  wharfage,  and  road  and 
river  duties  will  show  considerable  increase,  as  the  trade  is  bound 
to  expand. 

Expeditions  passed  through  this  district  this  year  as  last. 

<G«nenl.  K"o  liquor  license  was  taken  out  by  any  firm  in  Karonga  this 

year. 

Hut  Ux.  The  hut-tax  revenue  for  the  whole  North  Nyasa  district  shows 

a  satisfactory  increase. 

Health.  During  the  year  the  lieaith  of  the  Europeans  has  been  but 

Europeans,      moderately  good  ;  Karonga  itself,   of  course,   is   unhealthy,  and 
during  the  rainy  season  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  sickness. 

NatiTee.  On  the  whole  the  health  of  natives  has  been  bad ;  they  have 

suffered  much  from  dysentery,  many  deaths  resulting,  especially 
in  January.  On  the  top  of  this  there  has  been  an  outbreak  of 
small-pox. 
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Fort  HUl 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  A.  Easterbrook,  Collector, 
Fort  Hill  :— 

The  Transit  Rules  are  working  smoothly.     Rubber  and  ivory  Transit  rule*, 
are  the  only  marketable  goods  which  have  passed  in  transit  as  yet. 
In   this   district   there  is  rubber  in  the  country  known  as  the 
*'  wenya "  Ijring  south-west  of  Fort  Hill  some  40  miles,  but  the 
natives  are  not  keen  on  gathering  it. 

The  climate  is  salubrious,  and  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  Climate. 
July,   and    August    distinctly    cold,   European    clothing    being 
required. 

On  the  whole  the  natives  are  health.y  as  compared  with  some  Health, 
districts.    Small-pox  visited  a  few  villages  on  the  banks  of  the 
Songwe,  and  carried  off  some  30  people. 

During  the  rains  almost  every  kind  of  European  vegetable  can  CultiTation. 
be  grown. 

Departmental  Reports. 
Armed  Forces. 

Report  on  the  armed  forces  of  the  Protectorate,  and  1st 
Battalion  Central  Africa  Rifles,  by  Lieut-Colonel  W.  H.  Manning, 
Commanding  Armed  Forces  : — 

During  the  year  1899-1900  the  Protectorate  troops  were  Expeditions, 
employed  on  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  Protectorate,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Portuguese  expedition  against  the  Yao  Chief,  Mataka. 
The  force,  under  the  command  of  Captain  F.  B.  Pearce,  which 
consisted  of  10  British  officers,  135  Sikhs,  500  British  Central 
Africa  Rifles,  two  7-pounder  guns,  and  one  maxim  gun,  assembled 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Chiuta,  to  prevent  inroads  into  the 
Protectorate  and  to  render  assistance,  should  it  be  required,  to  the 
Portuguese  expedition.  In  the  Portuguese  attack  on  Nquamba, 
our  troops  were  enabled  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  Portuguese 
by  threatening  the  rear  of  the  position. 

In  September  of  1899  the  Deputy  Administrator  of  North- 
eastern Rhodesia  requested  assistance  against  the  Chief,  Eazembe, 
whose  stockaded  town  lies  in  the  north-western  corner  of  British 
South  Africa  Company's  territory.  A  force  of  about  100  men 
and  one  7-pounder  gun  was  despatched  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Margesson.  This  force  marched  1,000  miles  in  two 
months,  to  and  from  Kcizembe's  town.  Kazembe  evacuated  his 
town  and  fled  at  the  approach  of  the  expedition.  The  march  to 
Eazemb^'s  stockade  and  back  demonstrated  again  the  great  mobility 
of  our  native  troops. 

During  the  year  1899-1900,  the  2nd  Battalion  Central  Africa  Strength  and 
Regiment  was   recruited   and  despatched   to   Mauritius,   where  <^<'"*P®"^^^^- 
they  arrived  in  July  of  1899.    The  battalion  consisted  of  Yaos 
and  Atonga,  with  a  few  Anguru.     The  men  were  of  exceptionally 
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fine  physique,  XDore  especially  the  Yao  companies.  The  bat- 
talion has  since  been  temporarily  transferred  to  the  Somali 
Protectorate. 

The  Ist  Battalion  in  British  Central  Africa  has  been  augmented 
by  350  men,  for  the  purposes  of  providing  a  force  for  North-eastern 
Khodesia. 

The  present  authorised  strength  of  the  1st  Battalion  is  13 
officers  and  1,070  rank  and  file.  The  strength  on  March  31, 1900, 
was  865  rank  and  file. 

The  force  is  now  composed  of  nine  companies,  as  against  six  in 
1898-99,  the  three  extra  companies  being  for  the  force  for  North- 
eastern Bhodesia. 

The  companies  are  disposed  as  follows : — 


Zomba.. 

8  companiet  •  • 

•  •     Bhire  Highland!. 

Fort  Lister     • . 

1  oompany    •• 

..     Eastern  Frontier. 

1        ,\          .. 

..     North-Eastem  Frontier. 

MlftDgeni 
Fort  Manning.  • 

1        „ 

.  •     South- Eastern  Frontier. 

8  oompanies .  • 

.  •     Western  Frontier. 

The  composition  of  companies  is  as  follows: — A,  Atonga- 
Achewa ;  B,  Yao ;  C,  Yao  ;  D,  Atonga ;  E,  Atonga ;  F,  Atongs 
and  Marimba  ;  G,  Atonga  and  Marimba ;  H,  Yao ;  and  I,  Yao. 

The  composition,  according  to  tribes,  on  March  31,  1900,  sttod 
thus  : — Yaos,  449 ;  Atonga,  416 ;  total,  865.  The  strength  should 
be  according  to  tribal  composition : — ^Yao,  480  ;  Atonga,  590 ;  total, 
1,070.  Thus  showing  a  deficit  in  Yaos  of  31,  and  in  Atonga  of 
174.  The  Yao  deficit  is  merely  temporary,  and  recruits  to  complete 
numbers  can  be  obtained  at  any  time. 
Eecf  uiting.  The  supply  of  Atonga  recruits  has  fallen-oflF  very  greatly ;  the 

number  for  the  2nd  battalion  was  with  some  difficulty  completed, 
and  at  the  present  time  most  Atonga  companies  are  very  consider- 
ably below  strength.  The  Achewa,  from  the  Marimba  district,  are 
being  enlisted  to  fill  Atonga  vacancies  to  a  small  extent. '  IJhese 
men,  carefully  selected,  should  make  fair  soldiers. 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  Atonga  recruits  is  to  be  regretted 
as  this  tribe  make  excellent  soldiers,  and  in  fact  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Protectorate  were  alone  to  be  depended  on,  and,  as 
irregulars,  rendered  very  signal  service  on  several  occasions.  No 
definite  reason  appears  forthcoming  for  their  disinclination  for 
military  service  at  present;  love  of  change  and  the  fact  that 
many  Atonga  have  found  and  are  finding  their  way  south  to 
ilashonaland  is  probably  at  the  root  of  the  matter.  The  high 
wages  obtained  in  the  Salisbury  and  Buluwayo  districts  attract 
the  more  venturesome  spirits,  who  formerly  tilled  our  ranks  as 
soldiers. 

The  supply  of  Yaos  is  still  good,  but  the  necessity  for  keeping 
a  balance  between  the  two  tribes  is  important.  The  Yaou  being 
generally  inimically  disposed  towards  the  Atonga  renders  the 
likelihood  of  a  combination  improbable.  The  composition  of  the 
native  regiment  has  for  this  reason  been  such  as  to  favour  a  pre- 
dominance of  Atonga. 
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During  the  current  year  many  men  became  time- expired,  the 
majority  of  the  companies  having  been  raised  in  1896-97  and 
the  period  of  service  being  three  years ;  however,  the  greater  part 
of  the  time-expired  men  re-engaged  for  a  further  term  of  two 
years,  receiving  la,  per  month  "  good  conduct  pay  "  on  re-engage- 
ment with  a  good  character.  Very  few  Atonga.  however, 
availed  themselves  of  this,  but  the  majority  of  the  Yaos,  have 
re-engaged. 

The  re-armament  of  the  battalion  was  completed  in  1899.    The  Armament: 
troops  were  previously  armed  with  the  Snider  rifle.     The  weapon  ^^"^^^y- 
now  issued  is  the  Martini-Enfield,  which  is,  of  course,  a  very 
superior  weapon. 

The  musketry  results,  however,  have  not  yet  justified  the  new 
and  more  accurate  rifle*  From  every  company  the  report  is  that 
the  men  seem  afraid  of  the  rifle,  and  shooting  has  fallen-off.  At 
first  sight  this  would  appear  unreasonable,  since  the  "  kick " 
of  the  '303  Is  infinitely  less  than  that  of  the  Snider,  but  the  cause 
ia  the  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  rifle,  the  Snider  approach- 
ing more  nearly  the  gun  the  native  is  accustomed  to,  with  the 
falling  hammer. 

The  Martini  is  to  the  native  a  mysterious  weapon,  the  smoke- 
less powder  further  mystifies  him,  and  the  slight  report  and  the 
small  puff  of  dust  where  the  bullet  strikes  causes  him  to  regard 
his  new  weapon  with  a  sort  of  superstitious  awe.  The  more  noisy 
Snider,  with  its  cloud  of  smoke,  and  the  ease  with  which  the  strike 
of  the  bullet  was  observed  is  missed,  hence  the  falling-off  in  the 
shooting*  However,  this  will  of  course  be  overcome  in  time,  and 
greatly  improved  shooting  should  ensue* 

The   drill  of  the    battalion   has   also   improved.      The   non-  DriU, 
commissioned  officers,   however,    cannot    yet  be   made  to  fully, 
comprehend  their  responsibilities,  though  improvement  is  visible. 

The  buglers  and  drummers  continue  to  show  a  high  standard  of  Boglen  and 
proficiency,  though  this  form  of  service  is  not  very  popular.  drammert.  • 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  establish  a  drum  and  fife  band. 
The  results  so  far  are  very  encouraging.  The  men  have  picked  up 
by  ear  the  "  National  Anthem  "  and  several  popular  marches  in 
an  amazingly  short  time.  A  fair  band  could  without  difficulty 
be  formed,  as  the  native  of  Africa  has  an  excellent  ear  for  music. 
The  native  buglers  are  more  correct  in  their  notes  than  the  majority 
of  the  Sikh  buglers. 

The  general  health  has  been  excellent     The  improvement  in  Health, 
barrack  accommodation  for  the  Sikhs  has  had  much  to  do  with 
this.     Good  brick  barrack  accommodation  is  now  provided  for  the 
Sikhs  at  headquarters. 

During  the  past  year  considerable  building  operations  have  Bmlding*. 
been  undertaken ;  the  wattle  and  daub  temporary  houses  having 
been  replaced  by    permanent  brick   structures  throughout  the 
Protectorate* 

Transport  of  rations  from  the  Lower  Shire  to  Zomba  is  now  Transport, 
being  undertaken  by  the  armed  forces  by  means  of  ox  waggons,  the 
oxen  being  trained  and  managed  by  the  Sikhs* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i 


26 


CEKTRAL  AFBICA  PROTECTORATE. 


RatioDB.  The  native  troops  have  been  mainly  fed  on  country  grown  rice, 

which  is  a  very  portable  ration  and  much  liked  by  the  men. 

Olothing.  The  free  issue  of  all   clothing  has  been  sanctioned  during 

the  past  year.  This  concession  has.  relieved  the  men  from  the 
necessity  of  expending  a  considerable  portion  of  their  pay  yearly, 
in  clothing  themselves,  and  has  removed  a  cause  of  some  discon- 
tent, ^nd  is  greatly  appreciated. 

A  form  of  foot  covering  for  the  native  soldiers  has  not  yet 
been  satisfactorily  >determined.  The  men  on  very  long  marches 
are  apt  to  sufiTer  from  damage  to  the  bare  feet  by  cuts  from 
stones,  &c.,  and  from  continually  passing  through  water  the  skin 
of  the  feet  is  liable  to  crack.  Indian  chaplis  have  been  tried,  but 
found  unsatisfactory. 

Navcd, 


Buildings. 


Ships. 


Pastengen 
and  cargo. 


BoatbuUding. 


Winds. 


Lake. 


The  following  is  a  report  by  Lieut.  E.  L.  Ehoades,  Acting  Senior 
Naval  Officer : — 

About  350,000  bricks  were  made  tliis  year  at  the  Naval 
Department,  Fort  Johnston,  out  of  which  one  warrant  officer's 
house,  with  kitchen  and  outhouse,  one  engineer's  and  carpenter's 
store,  and  a  wall  five  feet  high  along  the  front  and  one  end  of  the 
naval  depot,  were  constructed. 

The  "  Guendolen"  made  a  trial  trip  on  April  10  to  Livingstonia 
and  back,  steaming  12  knots,  and  has  been  running  continually  and 
satisfactorily  since. 

The  "  Pioneer  "  was  laid  up  for  repairs  from  April  to  September, 
re-decked,  and  her  boiler  was  sent  ashore  and  re-tubed. 

The  "  Dove,"  with  lighter,  has  been  running  between  the  lake 
.bar,  Liwonde,  Mpimbi,  and  Matope  regularly  once  a  week  through- 
out the  year.     ' 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the  year  was: — 
European,  190  ;  native,  5,344 ;  the  number  of  tons  of  cargo,  957. 
Total  mileage  of  boats,  18,060.  The  approximate  amount  saved 
the  Administration  by  this  department  (as  per  trading  company's 
rates  for  freight  and  passengers)  amounts  to  3,959i.  Os.  8d. 

Two  steel  centre-board  boats  have  been  built  by  this  depart- 
ment for  lake  stations. 

During  the  past  year  the  prevailing  south-east  wind  was  not  so 
strong  as  usual,  but  the  easterly  gales  have  been  experienced 
during  September,  October,  ancf  November. 

The  lake  level  did  not  fall  more  than  2  feet  6  inches  during 
the  dry  season,  consequently  small  craft  were  able  to  cross  the 
lake  bar  all  the  year  round.  This  was  due  to  less  evaporation 
than  usual,  on  account  of  the  weather  being  overcast  for  five 
months  more  or  less.  On  March  31,  1900,  the  lowest  sounding 
on  the  bar  was  9  feet ;  there  has  not  been  so  much  water  as  thia 
since  March,  1 896. 
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Seturn  of  Steamers  and  Barges  on  Lake  Nyasa  and  Upper 

Shire. 


Name  or  Number.   '     DetcriptloD. 


Quendolen 

Pioneer     ... 

Dore 

Alice 

(Ko  name) ... 


Qoeen  Victoria 

Domira 

Livingstone 

Montdth   ... 

7      

3      

Stairs 

2      

1      

John  Bowie 

8      

2      

Adventure. .. 


Gharles  Janeen   . 
Swan 
Charlotte  ... 

2      

Onue  1 

1      

H.  Ton  Wlssman . 
a     


Owner. 


Where  Stationed 
or^nrading. 


Twin  screw  .. 
Screw  steamer 
i'addle  steamer  I 

Barge ' 

Steam  launch,..., 
Section  boat   ...| 

>* 
I  Cane  punt 

I  Centre     board 
I      boat 

Centre    board 
I      boat  ' 

I  Ssrew  steamer 

Twin  screw     ... 

I  Stern  wheeler...  i 
BanceH 


British  Central  Africa  Adminiatration 


African  Lakes  Corporation 


Stern  wheeler...!  African    International     Flotilla    and 
,      Transport  Company 

Barfres |  African    International    Flotilla    and 

I      Transport  Company 
Seamless  boat ..  I  African     Intematioiud    Flotilla    and 
Transporc  Company 
Sharrer's  Zambesi  Trafflc  Company     .. 


I  Lake  Kyasa 

Upper  Shire 

UpTfer  Shire  and  Bar 
Fort  Johnston  ^Ciri?) 
Liwonde  (Civil) 

NkaUBay 

Kota-Kota(baUdlnff) 

Lake  Nyasa 

Upper     Shire     and 

Lalce 
Upper  Shire 

..  Lake  Nyasa 

Upper  Shire  and  Bar 


..,  . 


Paddle  steamer 
Barges ... 
Wooden  boats .. 

Screw  steamer 

Barges 

Screw  steamer 
Stem  wheeler .., 
Steam  yawl    ... 
Sailing  boats  ... 
Barge 

Wooden  boat ... 
Screw  steamer 
Barges , 

Steam  launch.., 
Dhow 


L.  W.  J.  Denss      

African  Trans-Continental  Telegraph 

Company 
African  Trans- Continental  Telegraph 

Company 
Universities  M*B8lon,  Central  Africa  .. 


Upper  Shire 

Upper     Shire     and 

Lake 
Lake  Nyasa 


Qerman  Administmtion  ... 


Moravian  Mission  . 
Tao  Chief       ... 


Upper  Shire  and  Bar 
Likoma 

Upper     Shire     and 

Lake 
Fort  Johnston 
Lake  Nyasa 
..  Upper     River     and 

Ikombe 

Mluluka  and   Kota- 
Kota 


Medicai, 

The  following'  is  a  report   by  Dr.  G.  Douglas    Gray,  M.D., 
Principal  Medical  Officer : — 

Although  the  year  just  concluded  has  had  a  higher  death-rate  iCuropean 
than  that  preceding  it  (31  deaths  having  occurred  as  against  16),  ^^^^^  ™^- 
yet  it  cannot  be  said  to  have   been    proportionately  more  un- 
healthy, as  a  certain  number  of  deaths  (to  be  enumerated  later  on) 
had  no  climatic  cause. 

The  health  of  Administration  officials  has  been  good;  andlJoaitbof 
although,  what  with  changes  of  stations  and  the  work  of  super- ^  ""^P**"*- 
vising  large  districts,  they  are  much  exposed  to  climatic  influences, 
their  health  compares  favourably  with  that  of  any  other  class  of 
the  community.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  indoor  employ- 
ment, if  a  moderate  amount  of  exercise  be  indulged  in  each 
evening  after  the  sun  sets,  is  the  most  suitable  for  a  European  in 
British  Central  Africa,  and  this  is  borne  out  by  the  sick  and 
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mortality  returns ;  indeed,  only  two  of  tlie  deaths  due  to  fever 
were  those  of  persons  whose  work  did  not  expose  them  to  the 
sun  and  external  atmospheric  conditions  daily ;  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  missionary,  all  the  cases  of  hiemoglobinuric  fever 
which  ended  fatally  were  men  whose  lives  had  been  outdoor  ones 
at  all  hours  of  the  day. 
Water  tapply.  Enough  attention  has  not  in  the  past  been  paid  to  the  source 
and  purity  of  the  water  supply  at  European  stations,  thus  ac- 
counting for  the  number  of  cases  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  which 
annually  come  uiider  treatment.  This,  however,  is  being  steadily 
remedied,  though  the  present  state  of  the  water  supply  at  Fort 
Johnston  leaves  much  to  be  desired  in  view  of  the  number  of 
European  officials  and  traders  stationed  there. 

There  have  been  eight  births  during  the  past  year,  and  of  this 
number  one  has  died.  Of  late  several  Europeans  entering  the 
Protectorate  have  brought  infants  and  young  children  with  them, 
but  this  is  not  a  country  for  infants  as  they  quickly  and  easily 
succumb  to  infantile  diarrhoea,  fever,  ov  debility  due  to  their  being 
unable  to  stand  the  strain  of  life  out  here. 

There  were  1,172  cases  dealt  with  among  Europeans  during 
the  year :  this  total,  however,  does  not  represent  the  number  of 
people  treated,  but  tlie  number  of  admissions  on  the  official  sick 
lists  of  fresh  cases  of  illness. 

In  all  7,281  natives  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment medical  officers ;  only  60  of  these  died  while  undergoing 
treatment. 

41  Portuguese,  mostly  sick  soldiers  invalided  from  the  Mataka 
expedition,  were  treated,  two  of  whom  died. 

Of  the  1,172  cases  of  European  sickness,  396  were  malarial 
fever,  and  there  were  62  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 

There  is  a  steady  increase  of  contagious  (venereal)  diseases 
among  Europeans  and  natives.  It  would  be  well  if  more 
powers  could  be  given  to  Collectors  to  segregate  all  natives  who 
are  in  an  infectious  condition,  and  are  notified  as  such  by  medical 
officers. 

Among  natives  32  underwent  major  surgical  operations  suc- 
cessfully— mostly  amputations  of  limbs  because  of  gunshot  wounds, 
crocodile  and  leopard  bites. 

A  curious  feature  of  native  ailments  is  the  large  number  of 
ulcer  cases  which  come  for  treatment.  Of  the  total  number  of 
diseases  no  less  than  1,106  were  ulcers  of  the  legs,  the  cause 
being  most  probably  due  to  their  poor  diet — corn  and  rice — with- 
out salt  and  meat  which  renders  their  skin  when  it  gets  broken 
by  thorns,  &c.,  liable  to  break  down  into  ulceration. 

The  records  of  another  year  go  still  further  to  prove  that 
malarial  fever  (which  affects,  almost  without  exception,  every 
European  in  this  Protectorate  in  one  or  other  of  its  many  forms) 
is  not  a  deadly  disease.  On  the  west  coast  of  Africa  it  often  is ; 
here  it  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  inconvenience  often  followed  by 
prolonged  debility,  but  very  rarely  by  death.  Allowing  that  ouch 
is  the  case,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  whole  conditions  of  life 
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in  British  Central  Africa  would  be  altered  for  the  better  if  the 
disease-rate  from  this  cause  could  be  definitely  lowered,  and  from 
being  an  invariable  concomitant  of  tropical  service  it  might  become 
only  an  incidental  complaint. 

Though,  at  the  time  of  my  last  report,  the  role  played  by 
mosquitos  in  the  life  history  of  the  malarial  parasite  was  only  a 
supposition,  it  has  now  been  conclusively  proved.  Dr.  Daniels  of 
the  Malaria  Commission  has  demonstrated  to  our  medical  officers 
the  presence  of  six  different  species  of  the  Anopheles  (or  malaria- 
bearing)  class  of  mosquitos,  and  has  thrown  out  suggestions  for 
diminishing  the  number  of  these  pests,  but  the  fact  that  mosquitos 
are  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Protectorate,  and  that 
many  of  the  stations  and  settlements  are  situate  where  a  special 
system  of  drainage  is  impossible  to  any  extent,  (Uj,,  all  those  on 
Lake  Nyasa  level  and  on  the  Zambesi  River  level,  would  render 
diminution  (far  leas  extermination)  by  this  method  unattainable. 
Nevertheless,  attention  is  being  directed  to  the  best  way  of  minim- 
ising the  evils  arising  from  mosquito  infection,  and  any  practical 
method  of  doing  so  that  may  be  brought  forward  will  be  given 
thorough  trial. 

The  number  of  cases  of  hienioglobinuric  fever  has  been  greater  II»moglo- 
than  during  the  year  1899-1900,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  ^^"^""^  *®^®''- 
the  oatiology  and  histology  of   this  disease,  more  especially  the 
former,  are  still  obscure.     One  feature,  however,  is  noteworthy,  in 
that  the  mortality-rate  has  been  lessened  to  an  appreciable  extent. 

It  might  be  thought  that  the  cases  have  not  been  so  severe, 
but  taken  all  round,  in  reality,  there  has  been  no  diminution  in 
severity,  but  rather  an  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease, 
the  outcome  of  experience  which  teaches  those  in  charge  of  a  case 
to  be  on  the  look  out  for  and  at  once  combat  symptoms  of  any 
fresh  complications  which  may  arise  in  the  course  of  an  attack. 
It  is  not  quite  three  years  ago  since  the  routine  treatment  of 
blackwater  fever  was  to  ply  the  patient  with  quinine  to  the 
furthest  point  of  endurance,  a  course  which  has  now  been  proved 
to  be  wrong. 

Since  the  report  for  last  year  was  written,  cases  have  been 
added  to  the  records  kept  in  which  the  patients  had  not  taken 
quinine  at  all  for  a  long  time  before  the  attack,  also  instances 
where  quinine  had  been  taken  in  large  doses  two  or  three  days 
previously. 

The  last  three  cases  treated  in  Zomba  Hospital  were  those  of 
persons  leading  careful  lives ;  one  was  that  of  an  Administration 
doctor,  the  second  that  of  an  Administration  nurse,  and  the  third 
was  a  coffee  planter.  They  all  lived  very  carefully,  and  both  of 
the  latter  were  abstainers  and  non-smokers. 

This  fact  must  be  recognised,  viz.,  that  haemoglobinuric  fever 
is  an  endemic  disease  in  British  Central  Africa,  which  follows  no 
rule  in  the  class  of  people  it  att6W5ks ;  that  is  to  say  everyone  is 
liable  to  it,  though  at  the  same  time  those  who  have  lived  a  term 
of  years  (from  five  upwards)  in  the  country  without  being  attacked 
are  probably  most  likely  to  escape  it. 
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There  is  no  definite  method  of  prophylaxis,  and  it  must,  there- 
fore, still  be  reckoned  with  as  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
of  life  in  this  Protectorate.  A  severe  attack  of  blackwater  fever 
unfits  an  official  for  duty  for  some  length  of  time  after,  i.e.,  the 
stage  of  convalescence  is  marked  by  pronounced  debility  for  several 
weeks  following  recovery  from  the  acute  attack,  owing  to  the 
enormous  blood  destruction  which  has  taken  place. 

Usually  an  official  who  has  suffered  has  to  be  invalided  home, 
and  not  infrequently  he  must  be  recommended  not  to  return,  a 
course  which  is  often  difficult  to  comply  with. 

Prolongation  of  the  term  of  sick  leave,  or  increasing  the 
facilities  for  procuring  posts  in  other  healthier  Protectorates,  would 
minimise  the  bad  effects  of  this  disease.  Of  the  six  deaths  which 
occurred,  three  had  proper  treatment,  and  died  in  spite  of  every 
effort  made  from  beginning  to  end  of  the  illness.  Of  these  three 
one  suffered  from  venereal  disease,  one  died  of  pneumonia  during 
the  convalescence  following  the  attack,  and  the  third,  a  missionary, 
had  a  weak  constitution  which  did  not  prove  equal  to  the  stress 
of  the  disease.  The  other  tliree  only  came  under  treatment  after 
the  haemoglobinurie  process  had  become  well  establislied,  and  the 
important  symptoms  of  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  had  been 
allowed  to  persist  untreated.  This,  then,  taking  into  consideration 
the  number  of  cases,  must  be  looked  upon  as  satisfactory ;  it  is  a 
distinct  improvement  on  the  results  of  former  years. 

Malarial  fever  (almost  every  case  reported   some    important 
complication),  9 ;    hcTmoglobinuric  fever,   6 ;   accidents    (6    from 
drowning,   1   from  gunshot,  and   1   from   leopard   mauling),  8 
rheumatic  fever,  1 ;    hajmoptysis   (both   from  heart   disease),  2 
suicide,  1 ;  rectal  abscess,  1  ;  dysentery,  1 ;  infantile  diarrhcea,  1 
pneumonia,  1.     In  all  31  deaths. 

The  health  of  the  Sikhs  and  Askari  durinir  the  year  has  been 
uniformly  good ;  an  avei-age  of  4  per  cent,  of  the  former  are  on 
the  daily  sick  list,  the  majority  of  the  cases  being  malarial  fever — 
not  of  a  severe  type.  Only  one  Sikh  has  had  blackwater  fever. 
The  number  of  cases  of  malaria  among  the  native  soldiers  is 
comparatively  small,  they  suffer  most  from  bowel  troubles — 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery — and  ulcers  of  the  legs  and  feet.  No 
serious  case  of  sickness  or  accident  occurred  during  the  Nkuamba 
and  Kazembe  expeditions,  and  the  fact  that  the  detachment  sent 
to  Kazembe's  town  returned  to  Zomba  fit  and  well  after  doing  a 
land  journey  of  over  1,000  miles  in  full  marching  order  speaks 
well,  not  only  for  the  way  in  which  the  Sikh  soldier  can  perform 
arduous  duty  satisfactorily  in  this  country,  but  also  for  the 
marching;  powers  of  the  British  Central  African  Askari. 

Sporadic  cases  of  small-pox  have  been  springing  up  all  over 
the  Protectorate,  in  some  places  developing  into  an  epidemic.  It 
first  came  over  the  border  at  Mlanje,  whence  it  appeared  in  Port 
Herald,  and  then,  in  turn,  Chiromo,  Blantyre,  Zomba,  Angoniiand, 
and  East  Nyasa.  The  number  of  natives  who  have  succumbed 
to  it  I  should  estimate,  from  a  summation  of  the  reports,  to  be 
about  600. 
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Vaccination  has  been  performed  on  many  thousand  natives 
(the  Doctors  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  Universities  Mission 
having  been  of  great  assistance  in  this  respect),  but  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  preserving  lymph  in  tubes  in  this  country  for  more 
tlian  a  very  short  period  of  time,  and  the  absence  of  any  legal 
«x)mpulsory  powers,  it  is  not  possible  to  cope  efifectively  with  the 
\>utbreak. 

In  some  outlying  villages  the  natives  have  been  practising 
inoculation;  this  they  do  by  taking  the  matter  from  a  pustule 
of  the  least  severe  case  among  those  infected  and  pricking  it  into 
the  skin  of  others,  usually  with  more  harm  than  benefit.  They 
always  inoculate  on  the  forehead.  At  present  small-pox  is  raging 
unchecked  in  Portuguese  East  Africa,  and  there  is  constant  com- 
munication between  the  people  of  the  different  villages  on  each 
side  of  the  border.  Fortunately  the  epidemic  has  not  been  of  a 
very  virulent  type. 

The  European  Civil  Hospital  at  Zomba  has  now  been  open  a  Zombs 
year,  and  has  proved  a  benefit  to  officials  and  others  suffering  ^"P^*^' 
from  more  than  ordinarily  acute  attacks  of  fever,  &c.,  and  who 
require  more  care  and  attention  than  could  be  procured  in  their 
homes.  In  all  52  cases  have  been  admitted,  and  of  these  48  have 
been  discharged  cured,  one  has  been  invalided  (nervous  exhaustion), 
two  are  at  present  in  hospital  convalescent,  and  there  have  been 
three  deaths.  In  two  of  the  three  deaths  the  patients  arrived  in 
a  moribund  unconscious  condition,  dying  within  a  few  hours  after 
admission,  the  third  death  was  that  of  a  Portuguese  officer,  an 
elderly  man,  who  had  been  unable  to  withstand  the  fatigues  of  the 
Portuguese  Mataka  Expedition,  and  died  from  heart  disease  during 
an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever. 

The  diseases  dealt  with  were  as  follows; — 34  were  cases  of 
malarial  fever,  seven  were  surgical  cases  treated  by  operation,  and 
four  were  sufiering  from  haemoglobinuric  fever.  The  rest  were 
cases  of  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  diarrhoea,  &c. 

Of  the  52  patients  treated  30  were  Admimstration  officials 
and  22  were  civilians,  mostly  engineers  from  the  Upper  Shire 
River. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  was  six  days — the  longest  stay 
being  that  of  a  surgical  case  who  was  29  days  an  in-patient 


The  following  is  a  "report  by  Mr.  Anderson,  Chief  Surveyor : — 

Twenty-five  estates  have  been  surveyed,  having  a  total  area  of  Surreyi. 
75,914  acres.     366  miles  of  the  Anglo-Portuguese  boundary  have 
been  surveyed.    A  new  township  at  Liwonde  has  been  laid  out. 
Several  allotments  have  been  surveyed  in  various  townships. 

The  New  Concession  at  Chinde  has  been  subdivided  into  100 
.allotments.     Twenty  allotments  in  the  Outer   Concession  have 
been  marked  off. 

2,500  square  miles  in  Central  Angoniland  have  been  trigono- 
metrically  surveyed. 
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Fifty-eight  plans  of  estates  and  allotments  have  been  made, 
and  116  tracings  of  these  plans;  also  10  tracings  of  other  plans. 

A  large  plan  and  tracing  has  been  completed  of  the  portion  of 
the  Anglo-Portuguese  boundary  which  has  been  delimitated.  Also 
a  large  map  and  tracing  (in  one)  of  the  Shire  Highlands,  including 
the  delimitated  portions  of  the  Anglo-Portuguese  boundary. 

The  fees  received  by  this  department  for  the  year  are  in  excess 
of  those  received  in  1898-99. 

The  amount  received  by  Government  Land  Sales  during  the 
year  compares  unfavourably  with  that  received  for  the  year  ended 
March  31,  1899.  No  doubt  as  soon  as  the  large  extent  of  country 
west  of  the  Shire  Highlands  and  of  Lake  Nyasa  becomes  settled, 
and  if  a  railway  is  cohstructed,  colonists  will  take  up  more  land 
for  cultivation. 

Eents  for  leased  land  within  the  Protectorate  during  the  year 
amount  to  113/.  10«.,  and  at  Chinde  437/.  Ss.  Ad. 

The  staff  of  this  department  for  the  year  under  report  has 
been: — One  chief  surveyor  (European),  one  assistant  surveyor 
(European),  two  Indian  surveyors,  and  four  linesmen. 

I  arrived  at  Zomba  from  furlough  on  May  26,  1899.  There 
were  then  thre^  surveyors  attached  to  this  department :  Mr.  Binnie 
(assistant)  and  two  Indian  surveyors.  Mr.  Binnie  left  Zomba  on 
July  7, 1899,  to  take  up  his  duties  as  surveyor  attached  to  the 
Anglo-Portuguese  Boundary  Commission,  and  returned  on  Novem- 
ber 24,  1899.  During  his  absence  he  surveyed  366  miles  of  the 
Anglo-Portuguese  boundary.  During  Mr.  Binnie's  absence  this 
department  was  carried  on  by  myself  and  two  Indian  sur\'eyors. 
Wahid  Ali  «£han,  K.S.,  First  Indian  Surveyor,  returned  from 
furlough  at  the  end  of  October,  1899.  Eamsaram,  Second  Indian 
Surveyor,  died  on  January  13,  1899. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  this  department  was  short- 
handed  throughout  the  year  ended  March  31,  1900. 

All  correspondence  in  connection  with  ihe  Land  and  Survey 
Departments  has  been  carried  on  by  myself  and  assistant. 


Postal. 

iThe  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Gosling,  Postmaster- 
General  for  the  Protectorate : — 
aeneral.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  work  of  the  post-oflBce 

during  the  year.  This  has  been  due  to  various  causes,  the  principal 
of  which  are  the  growth  of  the  European  population  and  develop- 
ment of  the  Protectorate,  the  provision  of  additional  services  and 
increased  facilities  for  internal  communication,  and  the  adoption 
of  Imperial  Penny  Postage 

The  quantity  of  mail  matter  received  from  abroad  has  more 
than  doubled  during  the  past  three  years;  the  correspondence 
arriving  at  Chinde  by  a  single  mail  now  being  often  upwards 
of  1  ton  in  weight.  This  includes  letters  for  the  Chartered 
Company's  northern  territories,  German  Nyasaland,  and  that 
part  of  the  Congo  Free  State  bordering  Tanganyika,  the  growing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CENTRAL  AFRICA  PROTECTORATE.  33 

correspondence  for  which  localities  is  forwarded  by  way  of  the 
Protectorate. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  parcels  has  for  the  past  three 
years  averaged  30  per  cent,  each  year.  In  view  of  the  growing 
importance  of  the  parcels  post,  arrangements  are  being  made  for  a 
direct  parcels  exchange  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  despite  the  additional  postal  ttevenii^ 
business  tliere  has  been  a  considerable  falling-ofiF  in  revenue.  This 
is  mainly  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  Imperial  Penny  Postage 
Scheme.  Comparing  the  present  conditions  with  those  existing 
before  the  reduction  of  the  postal  rates,  the  Protectorate  Post- 
OflSce  now  deals  with  about  double  the  weight  of  external  letters 
for  two-fifths  of  the  postage  previously  collected. 

Owing  to  the  geographical  situation  of  the  country  the  expenses 
for  external  (over-sea)  transit  are  very  heavy,  and  the  foreign 
mails,  therefore,  occasion,  a  loss. 

One-third  of  the  letters  posted  in  the  Protectorate  are  for 
countries  abroad,  and  on  these  the  postage  collected  does  not 
meet  expenses.  Another  third  is  inland  and  official,  for  which 
the  Department  reqeives  no  payment.  Of  the  remaining  third — 
the  ordinary  inland  correspondence — it  may  be  said  that  the  . 
receipts  are  approximately  equal  to  the  cost  of  handling  the 
internal  mails. 

The  service  of  steamers  conveying  mails  to  and  from  Chinde  Ocean  maiU. 
remains  unchanged.  The  vessels  of  the  Aberdeen  line  call  at 
spring  tides.  The  dates  of  arrival  and  sailing  can  usually  be 
estimated  to  within  a  few  days,  but  there  is  no  certainty  as  to 
the  steamer's  movements ;  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
they  have  on  occasions  failed  altogether.  The  ocean  mail  service 
will  not  be  satisfactory  until  either  the  existing  line  or  some  other 
company  arranges  for  sailings  on  fixed  dates. 

In  addition  to  the  meals  despatx^hed  by  way  of  the  Cape 
Colony,  advantage  has  occasionally  been  taken  of  the  sailings  of 
the  steamers  of  the  German  East  Africa  line.  With  this  company, 
as  with  the  other,  no  satisfactory  service  can  be  organised  The 
advertised  dates  of  sailing  are  not  generally  adhered  to,  and  no 
definite  connections  can  be  arranged  for  the  expeditious  despatch 
of  mails  either  to  or  from  the  Protectorate. 

I  am  informed  that  the  German  company  has  recently  placed 
a  tug  at  Chinde  for  the  transhipment  of  mails  and  passengers 
to  and  from  the  larger  vessels  of  the  line,  which  are  to  anchor 
in  the  roadstead.  The  result  of  the  expeiiment,  the  working  of 
which  has  hardly  been  a  success  to  date,  is  being  watched  with 
interest. 

The  service  of  river  steamers  conveying  mails  between  Chinde  RWer  service, 
and  the  Protectorate  has  considerably  improved.  Tbis  is  due  to 
the  increased  number  of  steamers  plying  upon  the  Zambesi-Shire, 
and  the  superior  type  of  vessel  now  employed.  There  is,  however, 
still  an  uncertainty  as  to  dates  of  sailing,  and  mails  are  frequently 
delayed  on  that  account 

The  mails  for  the  Protectorate  are  as  a  rule  brought  by  river 
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to  Chikwawa  during  February,  March,  April,  aad  May,  these 
being  the  months  when  the  navigation  of  the  Shire,  above  Chiromo, 
is  usually  practicable  for  the  larger  class  of  steamers.  From 
Chikwawa  the  mails  are  conveyed  to  Blantyre  and  Zomba  by  road, 
the  time  taken  averaging  10  and  24  hours  respectively. 

During  the  period  June  to  January  the  mails  are  taken  by 
water  to  Chiromo,  and  carried  overland  from  that  place.  The 
time  taken  for  the  overland  transport  varies  according  to  the  class 
of  mail  matter  conveyed.  In  the  case  of  letters,  two  days  to 
Blantyre,  and  two  and  a  half  days  to  Zomba  is  a  fair  average. 

The  incoming  liome  mails  usutdly  reach  the  Protectorate 
(Blantyre)  about  10  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  ocean  steamers 
at  Chinde. 

The  internal  mail  services  have  been  greatly  improved ;  and 
the  system  of  forwarding  mails  by  relays  of  carriers,  travelling 
night  and  day,  considerably  extended.  The  native  mailmen  are, 
on  the  whole,  very  reliable ;  and  although  often  at  a  distance 
from  European  supervision,  can  usually  be  trusted  to  remain  at 
their  posts. 

The  mail  services  upon  Lake  Nyasa  and  the  Upper  Shire  Eiver 
have  been  greatly  improved.  This  is  in  part  due  to  the  increased 
number  of  steamers  plying  upon  these  waters,  but  also  to  a  large 
extent  to  the  action  of  the  African  Lakes  Corporation,  and  the 
African  International  Flotilla  Company,  in  arranging  fixed  dates 
of  sailing  for  their  vessels. 

An  interesting  case  in  which  a  letter  travelled  across  Africa 
from  east  to  west,  by  way  of  the  Nyasa-Tanganyika-Congo  route 
was  i*ecently  noticed.  The  letter,  originally  posted  in  the  Protec- 
torate, followed  the  addressee  from  place  to  place  across  the 
continent.  It  eventually  reached  Boma  on  the  Congo,  but  the 
owner  had  died  before  its  arrival.  It  was  returned  to  this  office 
by  way  of  the  Cape  Colony,  thus  completing  the  circuit  of  the 
southern  half  of  Africa. 

The  exchange  money  order  system  with  the  Cape  Colony, 
commenced  in  January,  1899,  has  been  very  considerably  used. 

The  money  order  service  has  been  extended,  and  orders  are  now 
issued  at  Zomba  and  Blantyre  for  payment  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  principal  British  Colonies. 

The  increase  of  the  work  has  necessitated  an  extension  being 
made  to  the  post-office  at  Chinde,  where  a  house  for  the  postmaster 
has  also  been  erected 

A  new  post-office  is  approaching  completion  at  Blantyre, 
the  old  building  having  become  entirely  unsuited  to  present 
requirements.  Provision  is  being  made  in  the  new  office  for 
the  introduction  of  a  system  of  private  letter  boxes,  accessible  at 
all  times  to  the  renters. 

The  "Postal  Guide  and  Directory"  has  been  revised  and 
reprinted.  The  work  of  printing  and  binding  was  creditably 
performed  by  the  native  printers  of  the  Domasi  Mission. 

The  resident  European  population  is  returned  as  394.  There 
is  in  addition  a  floating  population  consisting  of  rubber  collectors, 
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prospectoi's,  cattle  buyers,  and  persons  employed  upon  vessels 
trading  in  the  Protectorate  waters,  which  is  estimated  at  from 
50  to  60  persons.  The  total  population  may  therefore  be  said  to 
be  450. 

The  growth  of  native  correspondence,  mentioned  in  my  report  ^^*^  «>^ 
.  for  1898-99,  still  continues.  The  increase  has  no  doubt  been ''''*^'''*^"*^ 
influenced  by  the  reduced  rates  of  postage.  This  particxilarly  in 
the  case  of  the  correspondence  of  Zanzibaris  employed  at  Chinde. 
With  the  Atonga  and  others  the  practice  seems  to  be  for  one  man 
to  collect  a  number  of  letters,  each  usually  written  on  a  half  sheet 
,  of  paper,  and  to  send  them  in  one  cover  to  some  person,  who  might 

i  be  called  the  "  Village  Secretary,"  who  distributes  the  communica- 

I  tions,  and  if  necessary  reads  them  to  the  recipients. 

I  regret  to  say  that  many  natives'  letters  fail  to  reach  the 
owners,  owing  to  faulty  addresses ;  and  that  when  this  happens  it 
is  seldom  possible  to  discover,  amongst  the  many  enclosures,  any 
address  or  other  indication  of  the  identity  of  the  writers. 
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Scieivtific 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  McClounie,  Head  of  the 
Scientific  Department,  it  is  impossible  to  send  in  any  complete 
report,  and  for  the  same  reason  it  is  not  possible  to  give  the 
meteorological  and  other  tables  which  were  given  in  last  year's 
report.  The  following,  however,  are  notes  made  by  Mr.  Eanald 
MacDonald,  who,  as  Acting  Collector  for  the  district  of  Zomba, 
has  carried  on  Mr.  McClounie's  work  since  his  departure  on  leave 
of  absence. 

The  amoimt  of  money  spent  in  the  Scientific  Department  is  Expenditure, 
small,  and  much  of  it  has  latterly  been  devoted  more  to  useful 
than  what  might  be  called  "  scientific  "  purposes :  the  department 
has  been  largely  employed  in  protecting  the  cedar  forests  on 
Mlanje  mountain,  and  in  cutting  and  sawing  there  the  large 
quantities  of  timber  required  throughout  Administration  stations 
in  the  Protectorate  for  building  purposes. 

Mr,  R,  MacBonald's  Mies,  1899-1900. 

Some  thousands  of  Mlanje  cedar  seedlings  were  planted  out  in  Planting. 
Zomba  towards  the  end  of  the  rainy  season.     They  are  placed  on 
each  side  of  the  township  roads,  and  a  considerable  number  in 
gardens  attached  to  ofl&cials'  houses.    There  is  still  a  large  number 
available  to  be  planted  out  next  season. 

An  experimental  coffee  plantation  has  been  opened  in  the 
Eesidency  gardens.     The  trees  look  healthy  and  likely  to  thrive. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  wet  season  the  rainfall  was  phenomen-  RainfaU. 
ally  small.  In  Zomba  the  total  rainfall  for  February  was  2*19 
inches,  as  against  11-39  inches  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last 
year.  In  some  districts  the  drought  will  cause  a  scarcity  of  food 
among  the  natives,  but  the  coffee  crop  does  not  appear  to  have 
suflTered. 

A  quantity  of  Nyasaland  coffee  seed  has  been  requisitioned  Coffee, 
from  this  department  by  the  Agricultural  Department  of  H.H. 
the  Sultan  of   Zanzibar.     It  has  been  ordered  from  Mr.  Boyd 
Wallace,  Namadzi,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  Zanzibar  as  soon  as 
available. 

Complete  meteorological  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Meteoro- 
Collector,  Fort  Johnston.     Complete  rainfall  reports  have  been^^**'*^ 
received  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Boyd,  Nyasa,  and  Mr.  P.  Crawford, 
Lunzu;  and  reports,  more  or  less  complete,  have  been  received 
from  14  other  stations. 
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General  Eeports. 
Tobacco. 

The  following  notes  are  from  information  supplied  by  the  firm 
of  Hynde  and  Stark  (planters,  B.  C.  A.) : — 

Of  late  years  increasing  attention  has  been  given  to  tobacco 
culture  as  a  supplementary  cultivation  to  coffee.  The  late  Messrs. 
Buchanan  Brothers  were  the  first  to  start  tobacco  cultivation  in 
1889,  and  afte.r  a  few  years  experiment  were  able  to  turn  out  very 
fair  smoking  tobacco  of  a  dark  colour.  They  also  went  in  for  cigar 
making,  which,  however,  was  not  so  successful. 

When  Mr.  John  Buchanan  died  in  1895  cultivation  was 
stopped  by  this  firm,  but  meantime  Messrs.  Hynde  and  Stark 
had  been  experimenting  with  the  same  product,  and  they 
eventually  took  up  the  cultivation,  buying  from  the  fiim  of 
Buchanan  Brothers  their  machiner}^  and  working  plant.  In  1898 
they  supplied  the  local  market  with  a  very  fair  pipe  tobacco  and 
also  cigarette  tobacco,  which  have  continued  to  find  favour  in  the 
Protectorate.  In  1899  they  succeeded  in  placing  their  tobacco  in 
Southern  Rhodesia,  where  it  has  also  been  very  favourably  received, 
and  an  increasing  export  business  is  now  being  done  with  that 
country. 

Meantime  Mr.  Henry  Brown  of  Mlanje  had  taken  up  the 
cultivation,  and  besides  selling  locally  he  has  also  entered  the 
Rhodesian  market,  and  has  exported  trial  shipments  to  London. 
Owing  to  faulty  packing,  however,  the  first  shipment  was  not  a 
success  and  the  prices  realised  were  not  encouraging. 

British  Central  Africa  appears  to  be  well  suited  for  growing 
excellent  pipe  tobacco  and  also  cigarette  tobacco.  Messrs.  Hynde 
and  Stark  use  American  (chiefly  Virginian)  seed  for  this  purpose, 
and  cure  by  fire  flues  on  the  American  system.  They  have  also 
experimented  largely  with  cigar  8to(!k,  but  the  results  have  not 
been  so  encouraging  as  with  the  pipe  tobaccos.  The  natives  used 
to  grow  a  considerable  amount  of  tobacco,  which  was  occasionally 
exported  to  the  coast  tijwns,  but  this  export  has  fallen  off  of  late 
years.  The  Taos  make  up  their  tobacco  into  rolls  of  an  average 
of  1  lb.  in  weight.  The  colour  is  sometimes  very  good,  but  the 
curing  is  faulty ;  and  owing  to  the  rolls  being  made  up  in  a  damp 
condition  the  tobacco  frequently  mildews.  The  Angoni  and  Atonga 
tribes  pound  their  tobacco  into  small  pieces  and  press  them  into 
cakes,  tlie  colour  being  very  dark,  in  fact  almost  black. 

The  expiort  of  tobacco  during  1899-1900  to  Southern  Rhodesia 
by  the  first  mentioned  firm  was  2,973  lbs.,  but  now  that  a  begin- 
ning has  been  made  it  is  expected  that  during  the  coming  year  the 
amount  exported  will  show  a  considerable  increase.  The  local 
consumption  of  Protectorate  grown  tobacco  is  about  2,500  lbs. 
The  average  yield  per  acre  varies  from  400  to  800  lbs. 
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Game. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Mr.  H.  C.  McDonald,  Collector, 
Riio  district : — 

As  compared  with  last  year  there  is  no  appreciable  difference 
in  the  game  in  the  Eeserve  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Shire,  with 
the  exception  perhaps  of  hartebeeste,  which  are  not  as  plentiful  as 
formerly.  One  specimen  of  the  rare  and  beautiful  inyala  antelope, 
a  female,  was  shot  there  last  year :  a  small  herd  of  seven  is  seen 
occasionally. 

The  game  in  the  "  Elephant  Marsh "  Reserve  {i,e.,  the  left 
bank  of  Shire)  has  increased  very  much  since  the  marsh  was 
proclaimed  a  reserve.  This  unfortunately  also  applies  to  lions, 
which  are  very  troublesome  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year. 
Buffalo,  waterbuck  and  zebra  are  perhaps  the  only  aoiimals  which 
frequent  the  reserve  in  numbers.  Eland,  sable  antelope,  duiker, 
bushbuck,  &c.,  are  fairly  plentiful  in  the  bush  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  marsh.  Elephants  have  not  been  seen  in  tiie  marsh  since 
April  last  year. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  East  Africa  Protectorate  and  the  Revenue 
derived  from  Customs  for  the  Year  ending  March  31,  1900, 

By  Mk.  Vice-Consul  Maesden. 

(Eeceived  at  Foreign  Office,  October  1, 1900.) 

The  revenue  shown  in  the  accompanying  table,  marked  A,  Barenue. 
amounts  to  4,82,000  rs.,  which  is  30,000  rs.  (say  2,000/.)  above 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  Although  not  large,  it  represents  an 
increase  of  7  per  cent.,  and  marks  the  progress  which  the  country 
is  making,  being  the  highest  amount  derived  from  customs  duties 
hitherto  recorded.  At  the  official  rate  of  exchange,  i.e.  Is.  3j^d, 
the  sterling  equivalent  is  30.650t,  but  at  the  rate  of  exchange 
which  has  been  current  during  the  year  the  amount  is  32,000/. 
Importations  on  behalf  of  the  Administration,  and  for  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  the  Uganda  Eailway,  which  have 
been  on  a  larger  scale  than  hitherto,  are  not  treated  of  in  these 
returns. 

The  trade  of  Mombasa,  the  principal  port  in  the  territory  and 
the  terminus  of  the  Uganda  Eailway,  now  under  construction,  has 
been  stationary  as  regards  imports,  but  has  doubled  in  volume  in 
exports,  due  in  a  lai^e  measure  to  the  increase  in  shipments  of 
ivory  and  hides,  the  trade  in  which  has  been  materially  assisted 
by  railway  transport  as  against  the  old  porterage  system. 

Lamu,  the  second  largest  town  in  the  territory,  has  also  bene- 
fited by  the  increase  of  ivory  shipments,  and  there  has  been  a 
corresponding  increase  in  importations  of  rice. 

The  country,  as  a  whole,  is  slowly  recoveiing  from  the  severe 
distress  into  which  it  was  plunged  by  the  drought  two  yeara  ago, 
which  brought  in  its  train  fanune  and  small-pox.  The  rains  have 
fallen  abundantly  during  the  past  monsoon,  and  crops,  where  the 
natives  have  possessed  seed,  are  plentiful,  the  only  drawbacks 
being  a  plague  of  rats  in  the  Giriama  country  and  the  diminished 
number  of  labourers  consequent  on  mortality  from  famine  and 
small-pox.  An  abundant  crop  of  rice  in  Burmali  has  again  come 
to  our  relief,  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  kept  the  price  of  this 
grain  at  a  low  level  in  spite  of  the  famine  and  distress  in 
India. 

India  and  Burmah  have  contributed  40  per  cent  of  the  imports  OonntriM  of 
for  the  year  Ta  decrease  of  10  per  cent.) ;  the  United  Kingdom,  <«*«"*• 
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30  per  cent  (an  increase  of  5  per  cent) ;  and  Germany,  10  per 
cent,  (the  same  as  in  the  previous  year). 

Xmporti.  The  most  marked  increase  which  has  taken  place  is  in  the 

importation  of  firearms  and  spirituous  liquors,  both  indications  of 
a  larger  number  of  Europeans  entering  the  territory.  Many  parties 
of  sportsmen  have  visited  the  country,  and  have  in  every  case  been 
well  rewarded,  the  game  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Kilimanjaro  and  Kenia 
Mountains,  and  on  the  Athi  Plains,  existing  in  great  profusion  and 
variety.  Determined  efforts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time 
to  introduce  low-class  spirits,  known  as  trade  spirits,  which  are  so 
detrimental  to  the  native  community  in  parts  of  South  and  West 
Africa,  but  the  Administration  has  been  able  so  far  to  check  their 
entry,  and  the  class  of  spirits  imported  is  beyond  the  reach  of  a 
native's  pocket,  who,  if  he  wishes  to  get  drunk,  has  to  content 
himself  with  "tembo,*'  the  fermented  juice  of  the  palm,  or  a 
medicinal  intoxicant  prepared  from  jaggery,  much  appreciated  by 
the  Indian  community,  and  which  has  aperient  qualities. 

The  volume  of  rice  imported  is  two- thirds  only  of  the  previous 
year,  due  to  the  increased  grain  food  which  the  country  ha3  pro- 
duced.    Piece  and  trade  goods  have  remained  steady. 

B^qwrtfc  Shipments  of  ivory  from  this  Protectorate  and  Uganda  ai*e 

double  those  of  the  preceding  year,  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
restoration  of  law  and  order  in  UgB.nda,  and  the  attractions  offered 
by  the  railway  for  a  cheaper  transport  to  the  coast  Periodical 
sales  have  been  held  in  Mombasa,  which  Zanzibar  merchants  have 
been  invited  to  attend,  receiving  free  tickets  by  the  Government 
despatch  boat,  "  Juba."  The  largest  ivory  dealers  on  the  coast 
have  always  been  present  or  represented,  and  the  sales  have  re- 
sulted most  satisfactorily.  Owners  of  ivory  have  thus  been  able 
to  obtain  the  highest  possible  prices  for  their  wares,  and  in  some 
cases  London  equivalents  of  price  have  almost  been  touched. 

Babber.  Rubber  shows  an  advance  of  40  per  cent  on  the  previous  year, 

but  is  still  far  below  what  it  should  be,  and  what  the  country  is 
capable  of  producing.  This  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  this 
industry  being  left  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  no  properly-dis- 
ciplined or  organised  effort  made  to  assist  it.  In  times  of  drought 
and  bad  harvests  the  natives  fall  back  on  the  rubber-collecting  in- 
dustry to  keep  themselves  from  starvation,  but  in  times  of  plenty 
the  industry  is  more  or  less  neglected,  and  only  vines  which  grow 
in  those  places  easiest  of  approach  are  tapped,  and  in  many  cases 
ruined  by  being  cut  to  the  ground  instead  of  tapped.  I  can  only 
refer  to  the  remarks  made  last  year  on  this  subject,  and  which  I 
again  repeat  with,  if  possible,  greater  emphasis,  under  the  convic- 
tion that  there  is  money  for  the  private  individual  and  for  Govern- 
ment if  the  industry  were  more  systematically  worked : — 

"  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  the  attention  of  planters  has 
not  been  previously  drawn  to  the  systematic  cultivation  of  the 
rubber  vines.  Throughout  the  territory  the  soil  is  sufficiently  rich 
to  grow  rubber  vines  in  perfection  without  artificial  aid,  the  only 
requisite  being  water,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Tana  and  Sabaki 
rivers  that  can  be  obtained  all  the  year  round.     With  irrigation. 
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and  ixnder  proper  management  the  results  should  he  as  satisfactory 
as  coffee  growing/* 

A  marked  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  purity  of  the 
rubber  this  last  season,  and  fewer  cases  of  adulteration  with  sand 
and  bark  occurred. 

Although  shells  are  of  very  small  value  a  diminution  has  Shelb. 
taken  place  in  the  trade  in  these,  which  indicates  that  the  old 
custom  of  using  them  as  money  is  dying  out,  and  the  natives 
are  being  civilised  up  to  the  use  of  copper  and  silver  money. 

Exchange  has  been  very  steady  throughout  the  year,  fluctuating  Eiohange. 
slightly  over  and  under  15  rs.  for  IZ.  for  a  bank  demand  draft. 
Copper  money  on  the  other  hand  has  been  quite  disorganised 
in  consequence  of  the  large  quantity  of  pice  in  the  market ;  at 
one  time  falling  to  64  pice  to  a  rupee,  its  face  value,  owing  to 
enquiries  from  the  Treasury  with  a  view  to  purchase,  and  within 
a  week  springing  back  to  80  pice  to  the  rupee  much  to  the  dis- 
comfiture of  the  petty  traders. 

A  small  silver  coin  such  as  4  anna  and  a  larger  quantity  of 
silver  8  anna  pieces  in  circulation  would  greatly  help  to  steady 
this  exchange  if  the  market  was  not  overloaded  with  pice,  and 
would  be  a  more  convenient  form  of  carrying  money  than  the 
present  system  of  bundles  of  copper.  Government  notes  similar 
to  those  current  in  India  would  be  eagerly  welcomed  by  the 
traders. 

The  Uganda  Eailway  was  opened  for  trafl&c  on  the  15th  of  Uganda 
August  as  far  as  Naivasha,  400  miles  from  the  coast  and^^*^^^^* 
150  miles  from  its  terminus  on  the  Lake  in  Uganda.  There  are 
two  through  trains  a  week  each  way  for  the  public,  in  addition  to 
those  which  carry  material  for  construction.  The  work  of  con- 
stiTiction  and  the  traffic  have  been  several  times  delayed  by  parts 
of  the  permanent  line  and  bridges  being  carried  away  by  the  rains, 
but  these  while  being  restored  have  been  so  strengthened  as  to 
fifcvoid  a.  recurrence  of  such  accidents.  The  public  still  complain 
of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  their  goods  booked  and 
of  the  long  delays  which  occur  in  the  conveyance  of  them,  but 
with  a  new  line  under  construction,  this  must  inevitably  be  the 
case,  as  an  engineer  will  naturally  desire  to  complete  his  own 
work  within  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  and  look  upon  outside 
traffic  for  the  moment  as  an  impecLlment  rather  than  as  a  matter 
for  rejoicing. 

Mombasa  is  still  served  by  only  one  line  of  direct  steamers  Shipping, 
from  Europe,  viz.,  the  German  line  from  Hamburg  which  calls  once 
a  month  outwards  and  homewards.  These  steamers  have  brought 
during  the  year  to  Mombasa  2,500  tons  of  European  goods,  and 
the  British  India  steamers,  which  receive  a  subsidy  to  carry  the 
English  mails  and  which  call  at  Aden  on  their  way  from  Bombay, 
have  bix)ught  850  tons  of  European  goods  in  addition  to  Bombay 
cargo.  A  direct  line  of  British  steamers  between  London  and 
Mombasa  would  go  far  to  stimulate  trade  in  British  goods  as 
importers  are  strongly  averse  to  the  delays  and  damages  which 
transhipment  entail.  The  trade  between  India  and  East  Africa  is 
^680)  A  3 
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carried  by  British  India  and  German  line  steamers,  each  of  which 
has  an  opportunity  once  a  fortnight.  Once  a  month  a  direct 
steamer  bom  Cardiff  arrives  with  Uganda  Railway  material,  but 
these  vessels  are  too  slow  to  carry  mails  and  unsuitable  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers. 

The  gross  registered  steam  tonnage  which  entered  the  port 
last  year  was  218,089  tons,  represented  by  142  steamers,  a  decrease 
of  25  per  cent.  Of  this  tonnage  90,126  tons  was  English  and 
127,963  tons  German.  In  addition  there  were  two  private  yachts 
with  shooting  parties  and  three  Norwegian  sailing  ships  rois- 
tering 2,290  tons,  laden  with  wood.  The  number  of  "dhows" 
which  entered  the  port  was  867,  an  increase  of  49  over  the 
former  year. 

Kilindini  is  gradually  growing  in  favour  as  a  harbour  and 
37  steamers  have  entered  it  during  the  year.  These  figures  are 
exclusive  of  men-of-war,  which  use  this  harbour  in  preference  to 
Mombasa  owing  to  its  size  and  the  good  anchorage  it  affords. 
Visits  were  received  from  17  men-of-war  during  the  year,  of  which 
one  was  French  and  one  Italian. 

As  an  indication  of  the  hold  which  the  German  East  Africa 
line  is  obtaining  on  this  coast  and  of  the  encouragement  which 
it  has  received,  I  would  mention  that  it  has  recently  doubled  its 
capital,  raising  it  from  5,000,000  to  10,000,000  marks,  and  that 
the  German  Government  have  renewed  the  subsidy  for  15  years, 
raising  the  sum  from  900,000  to  1,350,000  marks  per  annum. 

Many  of  the  dhows  from  Cutch  Madvie  carried  passengers  who 

were  not  registered  on  their  lists,  the  total  excess  being  about 

1,000  persons,  many  of  whom  were  women  and  children.    This 

was  no  doubt  owing  to  the  famine  in  India  and  to  a  desire  on  the 

part  of  the  natives  to  escape  star\'ation  and  to  seek  the  society  of 

relations  and  friends  whom  they  knew  to  be  in  receipt  of  good 

wages  and  living  in  a  country  possessing  a  similar  climate  to  their 

own. 

Landing  The  extensions  of  the  Customs  godowns  in  Mombasa  harbour 

SoTBffe'^        have  now  been  effected,  and  when  an  extra  steam  crane  pier  now 

aoo^mioda-    in  course  of  erection  is  completed,  sufficient  facilities  will  be 

tion.  at  the  disposal  of  the  mercantile  community  until  the  railway  is 

completed,  and  the  task  of  developing  the  Kilindini  side  of  the 

island  begins. 

BnojB  and  A  light  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  is  being  erected  which 

lights.  ^iii  show  at  a  distance  of  12  miles,  and  the  reef  in  Kilindini 

harbour  is  marked  with  buoys. 
Wrecks.  'The  year  has  been  free  from  casualties  with  the  exception  of  a 

German  steamer  called  the  "Zanzibar,"  which  struck  the  reef 
below  the  first  leading  mark  into  Mombasa  harbour.  The  vessel 
was  lightened  and  towed  off  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Italian 
man-of-war  "Govemolo"  and  the  Protectorate  chartered  ship 
"  Woodcock,"  and  after  being  surveyed,  proceeded  on  her  voyage 
to  Madagascar  apparently  little  the  worse. 
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Annex  B. — ^CoiifPARATiyE  Statement  showing  Value  in  Bnpees  of 
Yarions  Articles  Imported  into  East  Africa  Protectorate 
during  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Artidcs. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896^7. 

1896-96. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Piece  and  trade  goods      ... 

I<,21,518    7 

19,45,498    2 

19.50,506    5 

10,93,561    0 

7,94,745    0 

Orain  and  flour 

9,a6,79S  10 

9,75,785    5 

5,51,221    4 

4,92,154    1 

4,07,142    3 

Hardware,  glassware,  te. .. 

2,11,619    4 

2,21,675  15 

2,09,427    9 

1,83,391  14 

1,10,269  12 

Arms  and  ammttnition     ... 

74,890  10 

48,229  U 

92,810  15 

26,015    6 

28,246    0 

Bnildfnx  materials 

9,07,295  10 

9,99,456  14 

1,74,833    2 

1,98,663    2 

1,09,229  11 

ProTisions    ...        ...       •— 

9,10,605    0 

9,95,091    4 

5,90,705    5 

4,64,633  16 

2,67,831  14 

Spiritaoos  liquors 

9,31,062  19 

2,26,241    9 

1,51,020    5 

04,488  12 

68,910  16 

Tobacco        

1,14,759  12 

1,19,106  12 

69,538    2 

43,620  10 

30,681    4 

Ut«  stock    ...        ... 

1,91,854    6 

2,61,261    9 

37,819    6 

1,28,346  14 

1,17,892    8 

Furniture,  tents,  ^.        .« 

70,171    4 

51.026    9 

47,294    6 

36,006  14 

16,426    4 

Sundries       ...        

5,98,068  12 

5,61,350  11 

6,09,801    4 

5,96,210  16 

2,52,970    0 

Bice    ...       ...       ...       ... 

10,54,691    4 

15,48,054    6 

6,28,355    5 

4,49.749    0 

3,81,996    2 

Kerosene  oU .~ 

1,25,294  U 

58,7t»    6 

84,210    6 

66,809    6 

89,948    2 

fik>lces 

49,468    7 

59.603  12 

29,726    0 

25,928  12 

22,819    7 

64,165  10 

47.927    9 

36,990  15 

32.009    7 

22,066    2 

99,927  19 

27,960    0 

18,089  11 

6,629  11 

... 

Coal 

... 

10,240    0 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

66,41,910    5 

70,26,545    0 

44,64,826  14 

99,^^697  10 

26,68,996  16 

Annex  C. — Comparative  Statement  showing  Yalue  in  Rupees 
of  various  Articles  Exported  from  East  Africa  Protectorate 
during  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Amount. 


Ajrfciclefl. 

1 
1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1895-96. 

Bupees. 

Bupees. 

Bupees. 

Bupees. 

Bupeee. 

iTorj,  East  Africa.. 

5,59,8041 

3,52,622 

1,52,838 

2,55,005 

2,68,185 

„      Uganda 

1    4,54,077 

97,784 

1,50,000 

1,36,278 

1,78,000 

Bubber 

1    2,60,728 

1,91,874 

1,30,861 

1,94,436 

1,45,619 

Gam  copal .  •         . . 

28,354 

40,532 

11,547 

22,040 

11,230 

Hides,  horns,  Jdc.  . . 

1,53,873 

67,859 

47,440 

40,976 

8,189 

Tobacco 

12,679 

14,507 

13,021 

13,683 

17,200 

Grain 

1,45,160 

80,445 

2,86,023 

2,71,480 

2,41,572 

SheUs 

7,377 

10,591 

19,294 

17,044 

36,718 

Lire-stock   •• 

83,102 

1,16,692 

1,26,754 

1,46,368 

1,48,178 

Building  materiala. . 

58,932 

52,620 

46,670 

25,766 

11,958 

Sundries     . .         • « 

39,958 

27,755 

84,808 

27,667 

31,287 

ProyisionB  •• 

26,740 

13,897 

20,010 

21,393 

8,380 

Total  .. 

18,25,284 

10,67,178 

10,89,266 

11,72,026 

11,06,461 
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Annex  F. — Statement  showing  Value  of  Imports  into  East 
Africa  Protectorate  from  different  Countries  during  the 
Tear  ending  March  31, 1900. 


Countary. 

Value. 

Percentage  of 

the  Total 

Trade. 

Europe — 

United  Kingdom 

Ghennanj        

Italy 

HoUand          

Prance 

Miecellaneous  ports  of  Europe 
America — 

United  States  of  America    . . 
Asia- 
India  and  Burmah    

Africa — 

African  ports 

Rupees. 

20,15,200 

6,95,500 

1,44,000 

98,200 

68,900 

3,18,600 

2,88,200 

27,48,000 

2,65,300 

30-3 
10-6 
2-2 
1-5 
10 
4-8 

43 

41-4 
4-0 

Total 

66,41,900 

100 

Annex  G. — Comparative  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected  in 
Wanga  District  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 

Amoant. 


Articles. 

1890-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

Bs.   a. 

Bs.    a. 

Bs.   a. 

Bs.   a. 

B8.   a. 

471  18i 

700    6| 
270    5} 

1,068    2 

1,004    8 

227    8 

Grain  and  flour      

866  1^} 

177    8 

144    6# 

110  10  t 

Hardware,  glaaswan,  Ac.... 

6   il 

18    4 

76  16 

43    8l 

10  18  [ 

Building  materials 

11    8 

... 

8    7 

0    2^ 

8    8 

186    9i 

199  18  t 

461  n 

268    4 

116    4 

Bplritnons  liquon 

Tobacco        

::: 

4    2t 

9  lOi 

i"6*    1 

1*12 

LlveHitock     

... 

6  181 

67  18 

47    8{ 

... 

Furahare,  tents,  isc. 

... 

1111 

169  181 

2    8 

Sundries       

228    4i 

108  12 

284    1 

... 

169    8 

Bloe 

l,68i    2 

2,027    1 

747  11 

864    6      ! 

888    8 

Kerosene  oil  •••       .m       ... 

46  12 

66    9 

61  18 

".  ^ 

28    8 

Spioes 

9  12 

17    6 

4    8 

••« 

... 

2    6t 

9  10      1 

Total 

2,86116*    , 

8,408  Uk 

2,966  16i 

2.097    I* 

994    81 
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Annex  H. — Comparative  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected  at 
Mombasa  for  the  Tears  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Aniclet. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1808-99. 

1      1897-S8. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

B«.      a. 

Bb.     a. 

1       Rs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Piece  and  trade  goods 

69,146    8 

67,814    Of 

58,330  14| 
5,571    9k 

39,517    5 

25,912    4| 

OraJn  and  flour      

24,174    6; 

32.718  12 

5,379    3| 

4,031    0} 

Hardware,  glaaeware,  Ac. 

9,661    8 

9,793    5 

9,533    2 

8,407  18 

4,869    91 

Annn  and  ammanltlon 

S,605  1S< 

2,438  11 

1,575  10 

1,156    6^ 

1,412    4 

13,092    1 

14,072  14 

6,656  11 

7,468  13| 

3.034    0 

FroviBlons    

M,7«7    M 

42,022    0 

21,260    3 

18,446    5} 

8,361    5 

Spirltaoua  liqaoTB  ,^ 

16,485    7| 

10.937    9 

7,479  IS 
2,526    8 

4,6.'»    6 

2,812  12 

4,947    Of 

6.083    3J 

1,684    3 

791  10 

Live-etock    ...       

2,893  IS 

6,907  11 

1,304    3 

3,209  IH 

3,529    9 

Fiimitare,  tento,  Ac 

3,467  ISf 

2.262    8i 

2,323  14f 

1,568  12 

692  14 

Sondries       

26,406    7l 

24,200    0 

19,618  11 

24,478    0| 

8,522    0 

Bice 

43,459    9 

62,449    6 

25,346    6 

16,322  13 

11,323    4 

Kerosene  oil 

4,680    8 

1,966  14i 
2,142    0| 

2,977     1; 

2,808  U 

1,492  14} 

Spices 

2,013  10 

1,094  15 

723  13} 

640    4 

Fruits  and  regetables 

8,042    6 

2,018    1 

1,470  11 

831    9| 

621  13} 

nrugs  and  chemicals 

1,981  13 

1,398    0 

899    Si 

331    7} 

... 

Coal 

512    0 

... 

... 

... 

Total         

2,67,385    4 

2,88.287    2i 

1,62,959  I2i 

1,86,484    1 

77,947  IH 

Annex  I. — Comparative  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected  at 
Takaungu  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1899-1906. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97, 

1896-96. 

Bs.   a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Piece  and  trade  goods  . . 

63  12i 

20    41 

114  18i 

56    6 

45    8 

Ghrain  and  flour . . 

21     3* 

26    9i 

0    7* 

a  , 

•  • 

Hardware,  glassware,  &o. 

2  13^ 

20  13i 

1  121 

.  • 

•  • 

Building  materials        • . 

1  14* 

,, 

8    7i 

,, 

,, 

Provisions 

141  15i 

102  16 

153  18^ 

11     2* 

65    8 

Tobacco  

12    9i 

7  14i 

0  l&i 

2    Of 

Liye-fltock 

15  is 

, , 

1     9i 

., 

12    0 

Sundries 

28    3i 

63  llf 

47    8i 

31     3i 

89  ISi 

Bice         

1  15i 

83  18 

14    8i 

, , 

, , 

Kerosene  oil 

1    0 

22    0 

93     5i 

5    0 

20    0 

Spices      .. 

iruiis  and  vegetables   . . 

.  • 

3     5 

1  lOi 

• « 

•  • 

33    6i 

•• 

14    6i 

•• 

•- 

Total 

812    3f 

846    If 

456    6} 

104  Hi 

224  14i 
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Annex  J. — ^Comparatite  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected  at 
Tanganiko  for  the  Years  ending  March  31, 1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

18W-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1895-96. 

S«.  a. 

Ks.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Es.   a. 

Piece  and  trade  goods  . . 

•  • 

11    7 

1    9* 

19  lot 

•  • 

Orain  and  flour . . 

0  12 

7   64 

,, 

•  • 

•  • 

Hardware,  glassware,  &c. 

•  • 

0    4 

8  14* 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

10    0 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

FroTisions 

9    5} 

4  15i 

26  n 

26    6f 

3    6 

Tobacco 

, , 

5    7i 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Lire-stook 

«• 

242    4 

, , 

46    8i 

•  • 

Sondries 

.    1    0 

4    0 

19    4k 

89  lU 

, , 

Kerosene  oil 

•  • 

•• 

1114 

1  m 

•  • 

Total 

11     If 

285  12i 

62  llf 

138  14i 

3    6 

Annex  K — Compabative  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected  at 
Melindi  for  the  Years  ending  March  31, 1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amoaat. 

1890-1900. 

1898-09. 

1897-9B. 

1896-97.     {      1896-06. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs. 

a. 

Bb.     a. 

Bs. 

a. 

Bs.     a. 

Hece  and  trade  §[906b 

910    m 

690 

H 

1,082    14^ 

972 

6} 

773      1| 

Oratn  and  flour     •« 

687      4 

1,402 

2 

116      2 

89 

0 

60      0 

Hardware,  fflaaiware,  Ac. 

102    12} 

68 

4 

108      9 

269 

H 

134      0| 

Arms  and  ammoirition     ... 

... 

22 

... 

BnlMlngmateriaU...       ... 

730      0 

264 

5 

848    12 

SM 

It 

162      0 

PKwirions - 

779      7^ 

566 

iJt 

622    10 

618 

14 

•2  4 

Tbbaoco        ^ 

12    14} 

78 

62    14 

26 

8 

Uve-stock    ^       ..       ^ 

1      1 

204 

0 

61    12 

219 

14 

1  1 

Funiltiire,  tents,  Ac. 

6    10| 
443    12| 

10 

8 

1      6 

6 

10 

Sondries      ^ 

144 

H 

866      0 

494 

4 

too     8} 
208    10} 

Bice - 

,  , 

8 

4 

45    12 

188 

lof 

Xeneene  oH  ...       ^       ^ 

822      8 

9 

H 

66    W 

818 

m 

ItO      0 

ftsUs  aad  TegetsUes      Z 

fiO     u 

48 

V 

«1    10 

87 

6 

... 

3     O} 

20    :| 

Total         ...       ... 

4,085      8 

3,896 

H 

2,741      6i 

8.486 

7* 

2.878      3J 
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Annex  L.— GoMPAHATiyE  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected  at 
Mambrui  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Amount. 


Artioles. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-«8. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

Bs.    a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs.  a. 

Bs. ;. 

Pieod  and  tnde  goods  .. 

3    2* 

2    4 

86  lU 

98    2i 

228  141 

Grain  and  floor.. 

185    2f 

7  m 

6  18i 

10  14 

199    9i 

Hardware,  glassware,  &o. 

0    1 

, , 

, , 

2  lOi 

S    0 

Building  materials 

14  11 

88    8i 

60  14 

26  15i 

•  • 

Provisions 

80    M 

19  18i 

77    2i 

65    6i 

127    9* 

Tobacco 

0    4 

, , 

• . 

.  a 

9    0 

Liye-stock 

886  18i 

178  11* 

0    Si 

87  11* 

286  14^ 

Furniture,  tents,  &o.    . . 

0    2 

,, 

• . 

•  • 

.  • 

Sundries 

26  16) 

1  n 

2    S 

76    6* 

105  14^ 

Bice        

0    4t 

•  • 

2     1 

8  15f 

86    8i 

Kerosene  oil      •  •         • . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

29    8 

80    0 

Fruits  and  regetables   . . 

•• 

' 

•  • 

0    41 

45    Ik 

Total       .. 

547  181 

248    4i 

184  11 

886  10 

1,076    8* 

Annex  M. — Comparativhs  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected 
at  Lamu  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 


Amoant. 


18M-1900. 


1888-99. 


1897-88. 


1896-97. 


1895-96. 


Piece  and  trade  goods 
Onin  and  flour 
Hardware,  glaaeware,  Ac . 
AruM  and  anunnoition 
BnUding  materiali ... 
ProTlirioiui    .M       ... 
SpMtaoos  Uqamrs  ... 
Tobacco        .M 

Liye^took 

Fomltare,  tents,  Ac. 

finodriee       

Bice    ...       ...       ... 

Keroeene  oil ... 

fitoieee 

FraitB  and  yegetables 
DrngB  and  chemicala 

ToUJ      ... 


Bs.  a. 

6.040  6i 

18,006  8t 

956  ll} 

1,785' 

2»400 
849 
668    6 

1,948  11 
262    2 

2,215  H 

10,908    7 

758  18 

288  18  r 

145    5; 


Be.  a. 
7,889  11 
14,858  10 


Bs.    a. 

10,068  14 

18,627    U 

880    8 

94 

1,460    1\ 

2,857  11 

71 

891 

2,841 

70 

4,067 

5,589 

587    1 

870  12| 

lOi 


1 


758  J 


Be. 
10,654  V, 
15,856  1' 

445    7; 

1,989* 
2^957 

182  12 

665 
1,968 

125 
2,800 
6,945 

280 

479 

606 


H 


47,619  18| 


41,688  12i 


88,766  14 1 


48,156    5      !  45,758  11 
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Annex  K — Comparative  Statement  of  Import  Duty  Collected 
at  Kismayu  for  the  Tears  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1895-96. 

Bs.    a. 

Rs.    a. 

Bs.    a. 

Bs.    a. 

Bs.    a. 

Piece  ana  trade  goods 

3,232    1 

2,59-2  I3i 

4,576    8 

2,945  10 ; 

1,895    2t 

Grain  and  flour       

721  14 

1,350  12 

'•1!  'Jt 

407    1 
116  12 

108  14  \ 

Hardware,  glassware,  Ac.... 

154    2 

236    0^ 

47    4 

6    5 

Building  materials 

263    9i 

552    0 

287    3| 
1,821    Of 

121    5^ 
967    61 

32    8 

Provisions     

2,363  14 

1,629    3f 
21     Ak 

1,240  16| 

SpiritnouB  liquors 

... 

... 

... 

Tobacco         

56    5^ 

IIG  14 

77    3f 

74    9k 

... 

Ure-Btock     

147  14 

3,585  14i 
16    2i^ 

43    9 

14  10 

96    5^ 

Furniture,  tents,  Ac. 

(>    4 

... 

Sundries       

671     5  J 

1,160    2 

1,066    5i 

653     If 

639  16 
204    4 

Biott 

1,491     6<^ 

.  1,930  12 

252  10 1 
63    3^ 

82  13t 
72  I2J 

Kerosene  oU 

92  12i 

125    9} 

31  11 
20  16 

Spices 

91    7i 

165    8i 

8  15 

125    6i 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

2    4 

202  15i 

12    8 

... 

... 

Total 

9.301  Hi 

13,676    0} 

16,114     &l 

5,480  10 

4,318    0\ 

Annex  0. — Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  in 
Wanga  District  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

l&97-y8. 

1896-97. 

1895-96. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.    a. 

Ivory 

816    7 

635    7i 

42  115 

Rubber         

4,911     4 

2,276  15t 

2,827    2} 

1,129    0 

191    9 

Gum  copal 

346  14^ 

176    2} 

10  Hi 

13 

Hides,  horns,  &c 

64    3t 

59    3^ 

17    U 

1    0 

Tobacco        

I  11- 

1  10 

l>    6^ 

Grain 

828    2 

65  11 

380  12} 

350    2 

288  lOi 

Shells 

81  15^ 

149    7 

4    jl 

17    0 

Livfr^tock 

268    8} 

238    8^ 

117    6{ 

115    S\ 

47    6t 

Building  materials 

2,683    4 

2,856    6| 

2,911  13 

1,517    6 

812  lU 
176    Of 

Sundries       

11     6i 

4    24 

28    9 

80  11 

Provisions    

47  15| 

G4    9i 

7  11 

Total 

9,011  IH 

6,627    Z\ 

6,799    2 

3,198  11^ 

1,661    2 

Annex  P.— Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Mombasa  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.      a. 

Bs.     a. 

Ivory 

40,647  Hi 

20,794    8t 

12,168    1 

20,882    7| 
4,100    9 

22,842    4f 
8,164    8i 

Rubber         

8,820    6i 

2,266  14 

622  11 

CHimoopal 

1,109    6i 

1,686    8 

976    8 

2,629  11; 

1,088    4« 

Hides,  horns,  J^    

12,922    7i 

*'"J  St 

3,989    6 

3,238  Hi 

Shells 

... 

47  12 

ai6    0 

688    8^ 

Live-stock     

681    4| 

1,442    6 

1,821  18 

2,200  16 

6,688    7 

Snndries       

, 

... 

... 

5    0 

Provisions     

88    6i 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

68,664    81 

81,618  11^ 

i9,116    6i 

82,728    n 

88,101    7t 
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Annex  Q. — Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Takaungu  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Artides. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99.            1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

SStV    "    :::    :;: 

Gnmoooal 

Hides,  honu,  Aw 

Tobacoo        

Bndn 

Shells 

Uve^toek     

Building  materials 

Sondries       

ProTisioiis 

1{M.    a. 

290      5 

6,603    10| 

782      1 

11  HI 

12  ]| 
1,684      6| 

64*    Oi 
6    111 

i"   H 

9,465      6| 

Bs.     a. 

497     12} 

8.190      8| 

1,265      3i 

75      8 

16    14i 

328      3 

536    10 
79    14} 

Bs.     a. 
486    10| 
8,138    12 
169    18 
56    10 
4      3» 
1,599      2} 
27      6i 
86      1 
44      6 
1      6} 
6      0 

Bs.    a. 

482      0} 

2,985    I4l 

140      9} 

80    14 

27      8} 

1,076    12 

18      8} 

89    12} 

26      8 

26      4 

Bs.    a. 
212     ei 

922    JOi 
809    12 

866    14} 

2,184      8 
94      0 

28*'    8 

Total 

5,984    15} 

5,604      8|       4,852      6} 

4,149    16 

Annex  B. — Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Tanganiko  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1886-96. 

Bs.    a. 

Bfi.     a. 

Bs.    a. 

Bs.    a. 

Bs.     a. 

Itotj  

Bobber         

93    12| 

J12      0 

14      0 

98      0 

677      7 

646      4 

1,287    11 

82      5 

19      8 

Gum  copal 

1,664    11 

2,032    10 

661      3 

881      0 

117      0 

Hides,  horns,  Ac 

8      4 

46      6 

20      6 

7      6 

7      4f 

Tobacco        

1      9 

6    14 

24      9 

8      7 

1      It 

Chrain 

243    11 

206      9 

6,947     10| 

8,186      1 

1,766    lOf 

Shells 

8      4 

... 

... 

... 

Live-stock    

132      4 

99      6^ 

28      2| 
776      61 

8      7 

6      0 

Building  materials 

1,046      1- 

1,177      9f 

207      8f 

51    14i 

Sundries      

12    18i 
16    15| 

11      ]| 

... 

ProTisions 

88    lU 

... 

... 

Total 

8,797    131 

4,215    12 

9,776    12} 

8,901      0 

2,061      7i 

Annex  S. — Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Melindi  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


• 
Articles. 

Amount. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Bs.     a. 

Ivoiy 

877    7* 

459    8^ 

187    7i 

1,019    4 

869    0 

Rubber        

6,342  18} 

4,060    8| 

1.661  11 
81    6 

2,766  lOj 

828  12 

Oom  copal 

860    n 

924    6| 

168    6 

106   a 

Hides,  horns,  <bc 

137    2j 

97    7 

80    1 

64  18 

87    4| 

Tobacco        

406    5 

403  14  \ 
8,382  14  I 

836    6 

422    9 

666    61 

Grain 

2,895  11 
3    4 

6,471    2 

7,606    9 

6,049  12} 

Shells 

65    9: 

80  11 

44    1 

6    8 

UTS-stock    

120  13 

652    8 

62  16 

109  18 

202    9 

Building  materials 

204    9 

400    9i 

141  11 

66    Gk 

74    4: 

Sundries       

397    4 

60  11 

6    4 

648  16; 

ProTislons 

687    U 

... 

828    7 

465  12^ 

Total 

11,886    6i 

10,684    6 

9,221  lOf 

12,602    9^ 

9,081     1 
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Annex  T. — CoMPAKATiVE  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Mambrui  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1890-1900. 

1888-99. 

1897-98. 

.      1896-97. 

1895-96. 

Ri.    a. 

Rb.    a. 

Bs.     a. 

Ba.     a. 

Ba.     a. 

iTory  ...       ^       

522    8| 

862    2 

1,887  12} 

628  15 

1,818    6} 

Rubber         

185  10 

402  14 

827    0 

226  18} 

198    7} 

Gum  copal    ^ 

ft     1} 

3    7 

3    9| 

Hides,  bo^l^  Ac 

28  10} 
115    7} 

47  14} 

24  12 

4i2  11} 

21    0 

Tobacco 

254    1 

127    4 

55    6 

188    3 

Grain 

Shens 

4,078    ^ 
8  I4i 

1.574  12} 
19  12} 

3,520    I 
7  12 

5,688  10} 
15  13} 

7,301    2} 

Lire-rtock     

11   M 

93    8 

58    1 

•0  10 

i   1 

Bvdlding  materials 

64  15} 

28    8 

1  12 

9    8 

1    u 

Sandriea       ^       

215    9} 

4    9} 

24  11} 

ProTidonB     ...        

55    6 

62    6} 

167  13} 

287  13 

Total 

1     5.011    8 

2,846    0} 

5.886    8} 

8,965  14} 

9,052  11 

Annex  U. — Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Lamu  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 


Amount. 

Artidea. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

{      1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1895-96. 

Ra.      a.' 

Ra.      a 

{      Ra.      a. 

Ra.      a. 

Ra.      a. 

Ivory  

Rubber 

19,257    4} 
17,118    0} 

11,526    8 
16,048    5 

'     4,868    5} 
10,878  15} 

9,939    4} 
17,882  15} 

9,861    4} 
16,527  10} 

Gumoopal 

... 

1    2 

1 

... 

... 

Rides,  horns,  Ac 

965    7 

335    8 

86*    4 

91    2} 

181  12} 

Tobacco        

96  12 

42  15 

159    4 

170    3 

5    6} 

Grain... 

996    0 

485    4 

,     2,582  14} 

2,206  10} 

271    9} 

SbeUa 

598    9} 

669    IJ 

687  10 

1,072    I 

644  10 

UTe-stock    

173  161 

119  13 

60    8} 

67    7 

3    8 

Building  materials 

1,3M  14} 

724    0^ 

788  13 

739  12 

256    4} 

Sandriea       

1,8*14    1 

981     2] 

3,886  15 

J, 219    1 

171     1 

359  10} 

567  14^ 

I            220    7} 

15  11 

... 

Total  .^       

42,744  10} 

81.501  12 

23,120    1} 

33,404    4} 

27,871  14} 

Annex  V. — Comparative  Statement  of  Export  Duty  Collected  at 
Kismayu  for  the  Years  ending  March  31,  1896-1900. 

Amount. 


Articles. 

-    ' 



'     1899-1900. 

1898-99.     ' 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

1896-96. 

Rk.      a. 

Hs.      a. 

Ks.     a. 

Rs.      a. 

Ra.      a. 

iTory 

...      4,S«»9    8} 

3,551   11} 

4,Z82  10 

5,889  Hi 

5,586    5 

Rabber 

... 

... 

2    2 
1    6 

... 

Gum  copal    ... 

Hldea,liom8,Ac   .. 

...       1,204    7 

790    5      ! 

470     0} 

630  15 

588  12| 

Grain. 

650     1 

S9  15i     1 

... 

347     1} 

2,12S    0 

Sheila 

.|          99  13 

162    9l 

208  13 

338  13} 

187     0 

IJ^e-stock    

...1     2,752    7 

2.741  13} 

4,607    0 

4,709  12} 

1,471    8} 

Building  materials ... 

38  10 

2    4 

11     3 

... 

Sundries       

162    5 

94    6} 

86    5} 

610    1 

ProTisiona    

268    8} 

... 

254    1 

800    6 

4:8    0} 

Total 

...      9,770  13} 

7,276    6}    ! 

9,869    5} 

12,267  13} 

10,786    6} 

(680) 
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No.  2531.  Annual  SerieB« 

Reference  to  previous  Report^  Antvial  Series  No.  1978. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Adis  Abhaba  for  the  Tear  1899-1900  by 
Mr.  J,  i.  Baird,  British  Agency ^  Abyssinia, 

(Receiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  October  8, 1900.) 

The  total  absence  of  statistics  makes  it  difficult  to  obtain  Qeneral 
reliable  infonnation  r^arding  the  trade  of  Adis  Abbaba  and  of  remarks, 
the  district  supplied  from  the  capital.  The  facts  and  figures  which 
follow  have  been  courteously  furnished  by  prominent  merchants. 
They  represent  the  estimate  of  the  most  trustworthy  authorities 
for  the  trade  of  Adis  Abbaba  during  the  dry  season  of  1899-1900, 
but  they  obviously  can  only  be  considered  as  a  very  rough  means 
of  showing  approximately  the  relative  amounts  of  the  various 
exports  and  imports,  and  the  principal  articles  of  trade. 

According  to  the  figures  the  value  of  the  imports  considerably 
exceeds  that  of  the  exports.  This  may  possibly  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  until  quite  recently  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country 
made  it  customary  for  Abyssinians  to  bury  the  greater  part  of 
their  money.  The  just  and  orderly  Government  of  the  Emperor 
Menelik  has  abolished  the  necessity  for  concealing  wealth,  and 
consequently  a  considerable  sum  of  hoarded  money  has  been 
available  during  the  last  few  years  for  buying  European  goods. 
Competent  observers  say  that  the  standard  of  comfort  has  rapidly 
risen  of  late,  and  this  tendency  is  certainly  growing. 

A  few  samples*  are  forwarded  showing  the  general  charactei  of 
goods. 


*  Sent  to  AModation  of  Chamben  of  Commerce. 

(aY9)  A.  2 
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EsTDUTBs  Trtal  Value  of  Imports  into  Adis  Abbaba  of  the 
Trade  Season  1899-1900. 


United 
Kingdom 
and  India. 

Qennany. 

From— 
Fnace. 

ArUelai. 

America. 

Anstria- 
Himgsiy. 

Total 
ValoA. 

Cotteni     

SDk  goods 

Miieellaneoiu 

Anns         

Woollen  goods    ... 

Dollars. 

1,286,000 
10,000 
26,000 

loioiooo 

Dollars. 

4,000 

192,000 

82,000 

itf 

Dollars. 
1,000,000 

Dollars. 
6,'000 

D<dlan. 
2,289,000 
289,000 
129,000 
216,000 
106,000 

Total      ...       .^ 

1,876,000 

278,000 

819,000 

1,000,000 

6,000 

2,977,000 

EsTiMATKD  Produce,  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

Value. 

o^td        

€oile9 

0!v«t          

Um        

•alt..         ..         ..        •*         ..         .. 

milartL 
6M/)0e 
600,000 

total       

%u^,m 

Kion.— The^olM^  mAy  voaglOy  be  roekM^d  it  tbi  i»te  of  10  doL  ^  U 
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10  ADIB  ABBABA. 

Pboduce  of  Gojam  which  is  Exported  vift  Matamma  and 
Massowa. 


Ounces 
Faraslas 

Pieces 

QoanUtj. 

Value  at— 

Gold 

Ivoiy 

Wax 

Salt 

10,000 

1,000 

20,000 

250,000 

Dollars. 
826,000 
120,000 

62.000 

\z' 


V 


Packing.  Nearly  "all  goods  reach  Adis  Abbaba  on  mules,  pack-horses,  o» 

donkeys.  Particular  attention  must  therefore  be  directed  to 
packing.  The  most  convenient  dimensions  for  boxes  are  22  in. 
by  13  in.  by  13  in.  and  the  weight  of  each  box  should  not  exceed 
84  lbs.  Two  boxes  of  this  description  form  a  mule  load.  Larger 
boxes  can  be  carried  if  necessary,  but  the  expense  is  considerably 
increased,  owing  to  the  number  of  mules  damaged.  Large 
awkward-shaped  packages  can  be  brought  the  whole  way 
to  Adis  Abbaba  on  camels  by  special  permission  of  the 
Emperor. 

height  The  average  rate  of  freight  from  Zeyla  to  Gildessa  is  from 

10  to  12  dol.  per  camel  load  of  504  lbs.  The  camel  load,  though 
calculated  as  one  load,  is  actually  loaded  on  two  camels.  From 
Djibouti  to  Gildessa  the  freight  is  about  2  doL  more  per  camel 
load  than  from  Zeyla  to  Gildessa ;  from  Gildessa  to  Harrar,  3  doL 
per  camel  load ;  from  Harrar  to  Adis  Abbaba,  10  to  15  dol.  per 
mule  load  of  196  lbs. ;  from  Harrar  to  Balchi  a  camel  load  costs 
from  22  to  25  dol. ;  from  Balchi  to  Adis  Abbaba,  6  doL  per  camel 
load  carried  on  donkeys. 

Export  duty.  Five  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  all  goods  coming  from  the 
provinces,  charged  at  Adis  Abbaba.  An  additional  5  per  cent,  is 
charged  on  all  goods  exported  from  Adis  Abbaba  to  Harrar,  and 
10  per  cent,  on  all  goods  exported  to  the  coast 

Import  duty.  Ten  per  cent  duty  ad  valorem  is  charged  on  all  imports  to 
Adis  Abbaba,  but  goods  only  pay  8  per  cent  at  Harrar.  Obviously,, 
therefore,  merchants  generally  pay  at  the  latter  place. 

ToU&  At  Lagahardim  1  dol.  is  charged  on  each  mule  load,  and  at 

Choba  i  dol.  for  10  mule  loads,  with  a  scribe's  fee  of  \  doL  La 
the  matter  of  tolls  this  road  compares  favourably  with  the 
Massowa  route,  on  which  they  are  collected  five  times  between 
Adis  Abbaba  and  the  sea.  They  are  levied  in  order  to  defray  the- 
expenses  of  keeping  the  road  safe. 

Tnde  routes.  Adis  Abbaia,  Harrar,  Zeyla,  or  DjibotUi.'^—The  chief  trade 
route  runs  from  Adis  Abbaba,  vift  Chercher,  to  Harrar,  whence 
goods  are  carried  either  to  Zeyla  or  to  Djibouti  for  shipment 
The  bulk  of  the  import  trade  is  also  carried  on  by  this  route. 

The  average  time  occupied  in  transit  is:  from  Zeyla  or 
Djibouti  to  Harrar,  20  to  30  days;  from  Harrar  to  Adis  Abbaba,. 
from  one  month  to  a  month  and  a  half  ;  from  Harrar  to  Balchi 
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by  camels  takes  five  weeks ;  and  from  Balchi  to  Adis  Abbaba  by 
donkeys,  one  week. 

Goods  carried  by  either  of  these  routes  are  brought  by  camels 
as  far  as  Gildessa,  and  thence  on  mules  or  pack-horses. 

Another  road  leaves  the  Zeyla  or  Djibouti-Harrar  road  near  Biya 
Kaboba,  and  runs  thence,  skirting  the  northern  limits  of  Harrar 
province,  past  the  northern  foot  of  Mount  Asabot,  and  joins  the 
Harrar-Ghercher-Adis  Abbaba  road  near  Tadechamalka.  By  this 
road  goods  can  be  brought  on  camel-back  to  Balchi,  where  they 
must  be  transferred  to  mules  or  donkeys.  Balchi  is  one  week's 
ourney  from  Adis  Abbaba. 

Owing  to  delays  which  usually  occur  at  Harrar  in  the  transfer 
of  goods  from  camels  to  mules,  or  on  the  desert  route  at  Error, 
where  camels  have  to  be  changed,  it  is  not  safe  to  specify  an 
average  time  for  the  whole  journey.  Goods  can  come  from  the 
coast  to  the  capital  in  two  months ;  on  the  other  hand,  six  or 
eight  months  are  not  unfrequently  occupied  in  the  journey. 

The  principal  foreign  merchants  keep  their  own  mules  for  the 
transport  of  goods. 

Adis  Abbaba  to  Matamma. — 

Adis  Abbaba  to  Debra  Markos  or  Moncover. . .  14  days. 

Debra  Markos  to  Dangalla      8    „ 

Dangalla  to  Aschaffer 3    „ 

Aschafifer  to  Matamma  7    „ 


Other  tnd« 
routes 


Total  journey 


32 


jDe&ra  Markos  is  the  capital   of   Gojam  and  the  residence  of 
TTing  Tekla  Haimanot.    It  is  not  a  trade  centre. 
Adis  Abbaba  to  Massoioa. — 

Adis  Abbaba  to  Warra  Hailu 
Warra  Hailu  to  Boromeida 
Boromeida  to  Samare  ... 
Samare  to  Makalle 
Makalle  to  Adua 
Adua  to  Asmara 
Asmara  to  Massowa     . . . 


..     12 

days 

..       5 

» 

.     12 
6 

8 

yi 

.      7 

» 

.      6 

» 

Total  jc 

lumey 

56 

i> 

Makalle,  in  Tigre,  is  the  principal  market  for  salt,  which  is 
brought  from  the  mines  at  Arho  in  ^e  Tittal  country,  six  or  seven 
days'  journey  north-west. 

Aidua  is  the  capital  of  Tigre,  and  the  seat  of  considerable  trade. 
On  this  road  it  corresponds  in  importance  to  Harrar  on  the  Adis 
Abbaba-Zeyla  route.  Ivory  and  wax  from  Gojam  are  sold  here, 
and  the  principal  import  is,  as  everywhere  in  Abyssinia,  American 
sheeting. 

Massoioa, — ^A  railway  runs  for  some  distance  outside  Massowa, 
by  which  a  day's  journey  can  be  saved. 
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Adis  Abbaba  to  Beni-SclwnguL — 


Adis  Abbaba  to  Billo 
Billo  to  Lakamte 
Lakamte  to  Neju 
Neju  to  Chelltim 
Chellum  to  Kamees 


Total  journey 


16  days. 

2    „ 

5     „ 

5     „ 
12    „ 

40     „ 


Billo  is  a  considerable  town  in  the  Leka  country,  where- 
there  is  a  market  of  some  importance  at  which  coffee  and  wax  are^ 
sold. 

LakavUc  is  the  chief  town  of  Dejwmatch  Kumsa,  ruler  of 
Leka.  A  considerable  quantity  of  gold,  ivoiy,  and  coffee  is  sold 
hei-e,  the  produce  of  Wallega. 

Neju  is  a  gold  market  in  the  Wallega  country. 

Kamees  is  the  capital  of  Beni-Schongul,  and  the  principal  gold 
market  of  that  country. 

Adis  Abbaba  to  Leka. — 


Adis  Abbaba  to  Lakamte 
Lakamte  to  Gatamma  ... 


Total  journey 


19  days. 
1  day. 

20  days. 


Gaiamma  is  the  principal  coffee  market  for  the  western 
provinces. 

The  above  are  the  principal  roads  regarding  which  it  has  been 
possible  to  obtain  fairly  reliable  information.  The  times  given 
are  those  occupied  on  an  average  by  native  merchants  travelling 
in  their  own  interests.  They  usually  march  from  three  to  five 
hours  a  day,  halting  occasionally  for  one  or  even  two  days  at  a 
time  to  rest  their  mules. 

The  road  from  Harrar  to  Adis  Abbaba  may  be  taken  as  typical 
This  has  been  accurately  described  by  Count  Gleichen  in  his  route 
report  of  the  journey  accomplished  by  Sir  Kennell  Eodd's  Mission 
in  1897.  Water  and  forage  for  mules  is  plentiful,  but  men's 
rations  are  usually  carried,  although  they  can  generally  be 
procured  locally  with  the  expenditure  of  a  certain  amount  of 
time  and  trouble. 

Trade  is  carried  on  almost  entirely  during  the  dry  season 
which  lasts  from  the  beginning  of  September  till  the  middle  of 
June.  During  the  remaining  months  of  the  year  there  is  little 
movement. 

The  roads  described  are  shown  on  the  accompanying  sketch 
map.  Other  roads  are  indicated  as  well,  but  those  described 
are  the  most  frequented.  Most  of  the  roads  are  merely 
rough  tracks  suitable  for  mules,  horses,  or  donkeys  moving  in 
single  file,  and  for  the  most  part  natural,  except  where  they 
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xun  through   thick  forest,   where  trees  and  scrubs   have   been 
eleared* 

The  lines  on  the  map  do  not  pretend  to  show  the  tracks  of 
the  roads.  They  are  merely  intended  to  indicate  that  the  towns 
named  are  connected  by  well-known  paths. 

The  bulk  of   the  trade  in  Adis  Abbaba  is  done  by  foreign  Mai^)i^k 
merchants.    The  following  list  gives  approximately  the  number  of 
foreign  traders  here  at  present : — 


**         '[         ']         ''         *' 

Nnmber. 

Arab.. 

Armenian 

French 

6rMk 

Indian 

Jew  •• 

4 
7 

* 
8 
2 
3 

Total 

.. »    «... 

33 

Arranged  in  three  categorieB  according  to  the  importance  of 
their  business,  the  various  firms  may  be  roughly  classified  as 
follows  :— 


Arab  .. 
Armenian 
fMnoh 
<lreek«« 

Indian 
Jew    .. 


Ckuffi. 
II. 


III. 


The  principal  buyers  are  the  Emperor  and  the  various  Rases, 
who,  of  course,  possess  the  bulk  of  the  wealth  of  the  country. 
But  the  habit  of  buying  is  rapidly  growing  among  all  classes.  The 
Abyssinians  are  daily  becoming  more  disposed  to  convert  their 
dollars  into  cloth,  pots  and  pans,  and  articles  of  foreign  manu- 
faotoaw  which  some  years  ago  could  net  have  been  sold  to  them. 
Much  money  is,  however,  still  buried. 

Fore^  meichants  do  not  trade  directly  with  the  provinces.  Native 
Goods  are  bought  in  Adis  Abbaba  by  Abyssinians,  who  distribute  '"dera. 
them  throughout  the  country  districts,  and  return  thence  with 
wax,  coflEee,  civBt,  and  ivory,  which  is  sold  for  export  to  the  foreign 
meichaats  in  the  capital 

With  the  exception  of  the  Emperor  and  some  of  the  Rases,  Export  «iii 
Al^ssinians  do  not  export  goods  directly,  nor  do  they,  with  the  hnport 
.  same  exertions,  import  on  their  own  account     This  trade  is 
wholly  in  the  hand&  of  foreign  merchanta 
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Prodiiee. 


Industrie 
CoitoiL 


Woollen 
bnmoiuieB. 


Tobacco. 


Coffee. 


CiTet 


Wax. 


Gold. 

lyory. 

Iron. 

Coal. 


Trade 
opening!. 


The  main  products  of  the  country,  as  shown  in  the  table 
above,  are  gold,  coffee,  ivory,  civet,  and  wax.  These  are  the 
principal  exports.  Some  hides  also  are  sent  out  of  the  country, 
but  since  the  herds  were  decimated  by  rinderpest  in  1894.  this 
trade  has  rapidly  diminished,  until  it  has  now  become  insignificant. 
Binderpest  still  exists  in  most  of  the  provinces,  but  it  is  less 
prevalent  in  Shoa  than  elsewhere,  as  the  importation  of  cattle  is 
forbidden  here. 

Cotton  grows  wild  in  many  district*?,  notably  Minjar,  Iflfat, 
Walkaet,  and  in  most  of  the  country  bordering  on  the  Blue  Nile. 
It  is  also  largely  cultivated  in  these  provinces,  and  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  the  middle  Abyssinian  Plateau.  Cotton  blankets 
and  "  shaamas  "  are  worn  throughout  the  above  districts,  and  fetch 
on  an  average  5  dol.  each.  They  are  preferred  on  account  of  their 
warmth,  softness,  and  durability,  to  all  European  imitations  which 
have  hitherto  been  put  on  the  market. 

Woollen  burnouses  are  made  locally  and  worn  by  all  Abys- 
sinians  during  wet  or  cold  weather.  They  are  made  in  the  districts 
of  Mens  Tangalet,  Bagaminder,  WoUo,  and  Damot.  The  average 
price  is  from  3  to  5  dol.  each. 

A  large  amount  of  tobacco  is  grown  and  used  in  the  Galla 
countries.  None  is  exported,  although  there  seeins  to  be  no  reason 
why  such  a  trade  should  not  be  developed.  The  principal  tobacco- 
growing  districts  are  Jarsalaffo  and  Wallega. 

Coffee  grows  wild  in  Gromo.  It  is  also  cultivated  there,  and 
in  all  the  districts  enumerated  in  the  table,  as  well  as  in  the 
provinces  of  Harrar  and  Zeghi.  The  best  quality  is  grown  in 
Harrar  province,  and,  of  course,  does  not  come  on  the  Adis  Abbaba 
market.  This  coffee  competes  favourably  with  that  of  Mocha  on 
British  and  American  markets. 

Civet  is  a  secretion  extracted  from  certain  glands  of  the  male 
civet  {civetta  viverra).  The  animal  is  kept  by  the  Gallas.  The 
chief  demand  for  civet  is  in  France. 

Wicker  baskets  are  placed  in  trees  by  Gallas,  and  are  filled 
with  honey  and  wax  by  wild  bees.  Much  wax  is  used  locally  for 
the  manufacture  of  church  candles.  The  national  drinks,  tej  and 
araki,  are  distilled  from  the  honey.  Inderter,  Kambata,  Gumma, 
Agomeder,  and  Iffat  are  the  principal  districts  in  which  this 
industry  is  carried  on. 

Gold  is  brought  from  Wallega  in  dust,  and  from  Benischongul 
in  rings.     From  other  provinces  it  generally  comes  in  nuggets. 

Of  each  elephant  killed,  one  tusk  only  belongs  to  the  killer, 
the  other  being  taken  by  the  Emperor. 

Iron  ore  is  abundant  in  the  districts  of  Entoto  Hamasen, 
Damot,  and  Agomeder:  it  is  smelted  locally,  and  turned  into 
ploughshares  and  swords. 

Extensive  deposits  of  apparently  inferior  coal  have  recently 
been  discovered  in  Gojam  and  Shoa.  This  mineral  is  not  worked, 
but  there  appears  to  be  an  opening  for  mining  enterprise. 

Merchants  say  that  there  would  be  a  good  demand  for 
European  made  burnouses,  if  they  could  be  supplied  of  a  slightly 
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-superior  quality,  and  at  the  same  price  as  the  locally  made 
.artida 

Competition  might  be  introduced  in  the  market,  which  is  now 

.monopolised  by  American  cotton  sheeting,  if  material  of  similar 

^excellence  could  be  manufactured  elsewhere.    The  characteristics 

oi  the  American  sheeting  are  strength,  durability,  and  good  washing 

qualities. 

Fancy  silks  would,  it  is  asserted,  find  a  ready  sale. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  enamel-ware.    Articles  of  this 
nature  of  a  kind  calculated  to  catch  the  eye  would  probably  find 
.a  market. 

Trade  is  undoubtedly  increasing,  and  with  the  re-opening  of  Conclogion. 
communication  with  the  Soudan,  and  of  the  Massowa  route,  this 
tendency  may  be  expected  to  grow. 

The  orderly  Government  of  the  country  under  the  Emperor 
Menelek  has  inspired  an  amount  of  confidence,  both  among  natives 
and  Europeans,  which  formerly  did  not  exist,  and  a  sense  of 
security  disposes  the  Abyssinians  to  invest  in  wants  and  even 
luxuries,  the  dollars  which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  would 
probably  bury. 
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General 
remarka. 


lUpoH  on  the  Trade  of  Harrar  for  t?u  Tear  1899-1900,  by  Mr. 
John  Gerolimato,  British  Consular  Agents  Harrar, 

The  annexed  tables  show  the  estimated  total  value  of  Harrar 
trade,  imports  and  exports,  during  the  year  1899-1900.  There 
are  no  statistics  kept  in  the  custom-house,  consequently  the 
figures  were  obtained  from  large  merchants  who  keep  some 
account  of  the  trade  for  their  own  guidance.  These  figures  may 
be  considered  as  fairly  reliable. 

Estimated  Total  Value  of  Imports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods          

Woollen  goods        

Bilk  goods 

Hiscellaneons         

Dollars. 

2,862,750 
108,000 
558,200 
298,700 

Total 

8,822,650 

Estimated  Total  Value  of  Exports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Coffee,  Harrari 

„     Abysaiiiian 

Gold 

Ciyet 

iTory 

Skins           

Gun  arable 

Wax 

Dollars. 
840,000 

65,000 
540,000 

54,000 
480,000 
724,000 

14,000 

24,000 

Total 

2,691,000 
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Some  samples*  of  imports  are  forwarded  for  guidance  : — 
The  import  of  American  grey  sheeting  is  increasing  every  day,  American 
and  will  continue  to  increase,  as  the  trade  generally  in  Abyssinia,  ^^^^    **  "*' 
and  resources  of  this  country  are  developed ;  this  article  is  very 
popular  and  much   preferred  on   account  of   its  durability  and 
cheapness.      Manchester   grey  cotton    sells   well   but   is   dearer, 
and  does  not  wash  as  well  as  the  "  Americani."    It  is  believed  that 
India  only  could  compete  with  America  were  the  quality  of  cotton 
used  a  little  better  and  the  sheeting  well  ribbed.     The  quality  of 
Bombay  grey  cotton  is  much  inferior  now,  and  on  account  of  this 
the  demand  for  it  is  evidently  decreasing. 

The  demand  for  Abyssinian  tobes  (Sample  Xo.  15)  is  increasing  Abyssiniin 
also,  and  I  think  that  a  considerable  business  might  be  done  here  ^**®^- 
in  them,  but  the  merchants  remark  that  the  tobes  made  in  Man-  jj^is^ 
Chester  have   a   quantity  of  dressing   in   them.     Natives   prefer 
unbleached  cloths. 

Twills,  mousselin,  and  raised  stripes  are  imported  mostly  from  TwiUa, 
Manchester  and  sell  well,  but  a  better  quality  is .  required  which  ™?^^ 
will  increase  their  popularity.     Twill  and  shash  (mousselin)  should  '*^^     '    ^^ 
be  less  bleached,  this  is  generally  preferred  because  they  then 
stand  washing  better. 

Glasgow  turkey-red  cloth  is  more  popular  than  the  German,  Turkey-rec^ 
being  of  better  quality,  and   the  demand  for  Glasgow  cloth  is  *^^^^^- 
increasing. 

Cotton  coloured  tobes  come  from  Bombay  and  sell  very  well,  a  Cotton 
better  quality  would  obtain  a  better  price  and  more  popularity.       coloured tobea. 

There  is  a  small  demand  for  silk  and  velvet  goods,  the  Silk  gooda, 
Abyssinian  authorities  being  the  buyers  of  these  articles,  they 
buy  about  85  per  cent,  of  them  for  dresses  ojf  the  Abyssinian 
chiefs.  At  present,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Eas  Makunan,  there  is 
a  large  stock  of  these  goods  here,  and  of  all  other  goods  generally, 
because  Abyssinian  small  merchants  do  not  come  here  to  buy  as 
before.  It  seems  that  already  a  good  part  of  Harrar  trade  has 
taken  its  way  to  the  Soudan  vial  Matamma  and  Ouashi-Scehk. 

The  Harrari  coffee  is  of  a  very  good  quality,  known  in  the  London  CoflTee, 
market  as  "  ]Moka's  long  berry,"  where  it  is  preferred  to  the  real  Harran. 
Moka.    Occasionally,  its  price  in  London  is  higher  than  that  of  Moka. 
Plantations  of  coffee  are  increasing  slowly  here  because  the  natives 
prefer  to  cultivate  the  Kiatt  {Celastrics  edulis)  as  more  lucrative, 
1  lb.  of  leaves  of  which  are  sold  for  1  dol.  and  sometimes  2  dol. ;  . 
the  natives  here,  as  in  Arabia,  are  eating  these  leaves.     Neverthe- 
less, more  than  150,000  coffee  trees  have  recently  been  planted, 
especially  in  the  districts  of  Chercher  and  Itto. 

The  Abyssinian  coffee  is  wild  and  grows  in  KaflFa  (whence  the  Coffee, 
name),  Limmu,  Gimma,  Gumma,  Ghera,  Ennarea,  Hillu.     It  lias  -^l^ysfflniaa 
a  very  good  aroma,  and,  if  cultivated,  it  would  be  a  very  keen     ' 
competitor  of  the  real  Moka.     Monseigneur  Massaya  (afterwards 
Cardinal),  when  Bishop  of  the  G alias  some  45  years  ago,  cultivated 
in  Ennarea  3,000  trees  and  obtained  a  quality  much  superior  to 
the  real  Moka,  both  in  flavour  and  aroma.     This  coffee  used  to  be 

•  Sent  to  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
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Products  not 
exported. 
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(Sorgam). 


Red  pepper. 
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imported  here  from  the  above  countries  wi&  Adis  Abbaba,  and 
exported  to  Europe  after  being  cleaned  in  Aden.  In  the  European 
market  it  is  known  as  Abyssinian  coffee,  but  on  account  of  the 
present  low  price  of  American  coflfee,  the  export  of  this  coffee  is 
decreasing.  Most  of  the  import  here  this  year  is  stocked  in 
Harrar,  and  now  the  imports  from  the  interior  are  next  to  nothing, 
the  price  4  dol.  per  farasla  not  covering  the  expenses  of  transport 
from  the  above-named  countries  here.  Should  the  American  crop 
fail,  the  increase  of  export  of  Abyssinian  coffee  would  recommence. 
On  representations  made  by  the  merchants  of  Harrar,  tlie  Emperor 
Menelek  has  abolished  the  export  duty  of  8  per  cent,  on  Abyssinian 
coffee  this  year. 

Civet  is  imported  here  from  the  Galla  countries,  and  is  exported 
to  Europe  and  America  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  perfumery. 
The  demand  is  decreasing  and  the  price  in  both  European  and 
American  markets  is  very  low ;  five  years  ago  the  price  here  was 
8  to  12  dol.  per  oz.,  and  to-day  the  price  is  2A  to  3  dol.  without 
buyers.  For  this  product  the  export  duty  of  8  per  cent,  was  also 
abolished  this  year. 

Gold  is  imported  here  from  Wallega,  Benischongul,  and  Shan- 
kalla  countries  in  rings  and  nuggets ;  it  contains  about  8  per  cent, 
of  silver.     Tlie  export  of  gold  is  increasing. 

The  export  of  ivory  is  increasing  also  on  account  of  the  new 
provinces,  conquered  by  Emperor  Menelek,  north-east  of  the  lakes 
Eudolph  and  Stephanie,  where  very  large  herds  of  elephants  are 
found.  Most  of  the  ivory  and  gold  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Emperor,  the  great  and  small  vassals  paying  their  tribute  in  gold 
and  ivory. 

There  is  an  increase  in  skins.  Ogaden  tribes  and  Arrussi 
are  beginning  to  get  accustomed  to  bring  their  goods  here.  From 
other  parts  of  Abyssinia  also,  for  the  first  time  this  year,  skins 
were  imported  here,  the  Abyssinian  merchants  finding  no  profit  in 
bringing  coffee  or  civet  as  before,  they  now  bring  here  a  quantity 
of  skins  and  wax. 

A  small  increase  also  is  shown  in  gum  Arabic,  owing  to  the 
better  price  in  the  European  markets. 

Abyssinians  are  bringing  here  some  wax  from  Gojam  ;  for  that 
reason  there  is  an  increase  in  export  of  wax. 

Doora  (Sorgum)  is  the  food  of  natives;  it  is  also  used  for 
feeding  animals.  This  cereal  is  cultivated  to  an  extent  sufficient 
to  supply  local  requirements.  Barley,  wheat  and  tieff,  a  kind  of 
millet,  used  by  Abyssinians  for  bread  making,  are  also  cultivated. 
Were  there  cheap  means  of  transport  in  the  country,  a  very  large 
export  of  cereals  would  ensue. 

There  is  a  very  large  consumption  of  red  pepper  by  Abyssinians, 
it  being  the  basis  of  every  Abyssinian  sauce. 

The  Abyssinians  eat  raw  meat,  and  about  every  month  they 
take  the  Kousso  as  a  purgative  and  vermifuge. 

Cotton  grows  very  well  and  is  of  a  very  good  quality  with  a 
long  twist  like  the  Egyptian,  but  natives  do  not  cultivate  it ;  they 
leave  the  plant  for  five  or  six  years,  allowing  it  to  become  wild. 
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When  cultivated  well  it  will  be  an  important  resource  of  the 
country. 

Tobacco  also  grows  very  well,  and  is  of  a  good  quality  and  has  Tobacco, 
a    good   perfume.     All   natives   smoke   this    tobacco,   which    is 
likely  to  be  a  future  resource. 

Iron  is  abundant  in  this  district  and  is  worked  here.     Spears,  Iron, 
knives,  hatchets,  &c.,  are  made  locally. 

There  are  also  large  forests  of  wild  olive  and  cedar. 

The  resources  of  the  country  are  immeasurable,  especially  in 
agriculture,  the  land  being  extraordinarily  rich. 

A  duty  of  8  per  cent,  is  levied  at  Harrar  on  all  goods  imported  Import  and 
and  exported.     The  duty  for  Abyssinian  coflfee  and  civet  has  been  ^V^rt  doty, 
abolished  this  year,  and  on  account  of  the  drought  all  cereals  are 
imported  from  the  coast  free  of  duty. 

Goods  imported  into  Adis  Abbaba  from  Harrar  by  the  same 
merchants  who  import  these  goods  from  the  coast  pay  no  duty 
in  Adis  Abbaba.  The  same  goods  bought  in  Harrar  by  Abyssinian 
merchants  and  imported  into  Adis  Abbaba  pay  a  5  per  cent.  duty. 
This  is  prejudicial  to  trade  with  the  capital.  There  are  four 
HaiTar  firms  who  have  branches  in  Adis  Abbaba,  and  Abyssinian 
merchants  cannot  compete  with  these  firms  owing  to  this 
additional  duty.  Possibly  this  is  a  reason  why  Abyssinian  mer- 
chants do  not  now  frequent  Harrar. 

The  freight  from  Zeyla  to  Gildessa  is  10  to  12  dol.  per  camel  Freight, 
load  of  about  600  lbs.,  and  from  Djibouti  to  Gildessa  15  to  20  doL, 
as  the  road  is  longer  and  worse.     From  Gildessa  to  Harrar  3  doL 
per  camel  load,  and  4  dol.  for  cases  or  big  packages  per  camel  load. 

The  transport  from  the  coast  to  Gildessa  is  made  by  Somali 
Esa  camels,  and  from  Gildessa  to  Harrar  by  Galla  Nolle  donkeys 
and  camels. 

The  money  of  the  country  is  Maria  Theresa  dollars  (1/.  equals  Money. 
lOJ  dol.  for  the  present),  and  the  French-coined  Menelek  dollar, 
with  its  sub-divisions  of  J,  i,  ^,  and  -^j^  of  a  dollar,  but  silver 
Indian  two-anna  pieces  are  also  current. 

A  considerable  amount  of  Maria  Theresa  dollars  used  to  be 
imported  from  Zeyla  for  trade  purposes,  but  now,  on  account  of 
the  decrease  of  exports  of  Abyssinian  cofifee,  dollars  are  exported 
from  here. 

There  is  not  any  industry  as  yet  in  the  country,  nor  any  new  Industry, 
branch  of  trade  calling  for  remark. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Harrar  may  be  estimated  at  Population. 
:^5,000  souls- 

The  public  health  throughout  this  year  has  been  very  good.  Public  healtlu 
except  a  few  cases  of  small-pox,  which  disease  is  always  prevalent 
in  Harrar. 
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Report  071  the  Finances  of  the  Argentine  Republic  for  the  Yean 
1898-99  hy  Mr,  F.  S.  Clarke,  Secretary  of  Her  Majestjf% 
Legation  at  Bwemos  Ayres. 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  January  80,  1900.) 

A  report  by  Dr.  Rosa,  Argentine  Minister  of  Finance,  contain-  Dr.  Bosa't 
ing  a  message  to  Congress  and  a  detailed  account  of  the  revenue  Jj«Mag»  •» 
and  expenditure  during  the  year  1898  has  lately  been  published.  ^°«'*"- 
The  report  gives  some  interesting  facts  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  finances  of  the  country  have  been  managed. 

Dr.  Rosa  begins  his  message  by  alluding  to  the  transactions  Conversion  of 
connected  with  the  conversion  of  certain  of  the  provincial  debts,  proTindal 
a  measure  which,  according  to  his  views,  was  in  no  way  incumbent 
on  the  Gk)vemment. 

Referring  next  to  the  pending  negotiations  for  a  fresh  loan,  he  Kegotiatioiis 
states  that,  having  duly  considered  certain  proposals  put  forward  [^'  *  ^^*^ 
by  various  European  banking  house-i,  he  has  come  to  the  conclu-  °*^* 
sion  that  it  would  be  advisable,  taking  into  account  the  ever- 
increasing  improvement  in  the  financial  situation  of  the  country, 
to  delay  effecting  the  loan  until  more  favourable  circumstances 
arise,  and  until  the  credit  of  the  Republic  abroad  has  been  more 
firmly  established. 

The  Minister  mentions,  as  an  important  financial  event,  the  Bedomption 
arrangement  come  to  by  the  Government  for  the  redemption  of  ^  ^^^  ^^ 
the  Port  of  Buenos  Ayres  bonds  owned  by  Messrs.  Madero  and  Bon^^    ^^^^ 
Sons.     By  special  laws  passed  in  1882  and  1890  the  Executive 
Power  entrusted  Messrs.  Madero  and  Sons  with  the  construction 
of  the  port  and  docks  in  the  capital,  and  empowered  them  to  issue 
bonds  up  to  20,000,000  dol.  gold  (4,000,000/.)*  paying  5  per  cent, 
per  annum  and  a  minimum  of  1  per  cent,  for  amortisation,  the 
interest  to  be  paid  in  London.     Another  settlement  had  to  be  come 
to  between  the  contracting  parties  in  the  year  1891,  and  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  last  settlement  that,  on  the 
firm   of  Messrs.   Madero   and  Sons  going   into  liquidation,  the 
Government  bought  back  for  785,616/.  Buenos  Ayres  Port  bonds 
of  the  nominal  value  of  l,169,400i,  i.e.,  at  70  per  cent,  of  their 
nominal  value. 

In  order  to  eflect  this  the  Government  have  obtained  in  the 
London  market  a  loan  (of  two  years*  duration)  of  the  sum  of 

•  5  dol.  gold  ^  \l.  approximately. 
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800,000/.  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum  and  guaranteed  by  the  Buenos 
Ayres  Port  bonds.* 

His  Excellency  further  states  that  one  of  his  chief  cares  has 
been  the  due  transmission  to  the  Argentine  Legation  in  London 
of  the  sums  required  for  payment  of  the  various  loan  services, 
&c.,  with  which  that  Legation  is  charged.  He  accordingly  remitted 
from  October  12  to  December  15,  1898,  a  sum  of  810,000/.,  together 
with  2,000,000  fr.  and  10,000,000  marks  to  cover  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  armaments  due  in  November  and  December  last,  and 
lor  payment  of  the  coupon  of  January  1  of  the  current  year ;  he 
also,  from  that  last  date  up  to  May  31,  sent  further  sums  of 
2,970,000/.  and  6,000,000  fr.  respectively  to  defray  certain  ex- 
penses and  to  meet  payment  of  the  coupons  of  April  1  and 
July  1. 

Touching  briefly  on  the  positions  of  the  State  Banks,  Dr.  Rosa 
observes  that  the  Bank  of  the  Nation,  which  was  founded  in  the 
midst  of  the  political  and  financial  crisis  of  1890-91,  continues 
to  inspire  confidence  both  by  the  honourable  character  and 
reputation  of  the  members  of  its  directorate  and  by  its  general 
utility  to  the  country.  Until,  however,  the  monetary  question 
has  )>een  solved  and  the  Government  finances  have  been  put  in 
order,  no  definitive  organisation  of  that  establishment  can, he  thinks, 
take  pleice. 

Tlie  liquidation  of  the  National  Bank  is  proceeding  unattended 
by  (lifficultiea.  From  November  30,  1893,  the  date  when  the  law 
respecting  its  liquidation  was  passed,  to  November  30,  1898,  the 
bank  has  diminished  its  debt  by  a  sum  of  7,874,032  dol.  paper  and 
a  sum  of  1,818,185  dol.  gold  (about  993,500/.  in  all).  As  regards 
the  National  Mortgage  Bank  its  profits  in  1898  came  to 
1,665,528  dol.  paper  and  34,771  doL  gold  (or  140,200/.  in  all). 
This  sum  has  been  placed  to  its  reserve  fund. 

The  Minister  of  Finance,  in  examining  the  results  of  the  past 
financial  year,  states  that  the  ordinary  revenue  in  1898  amounted 
10  33,878,267  dol.  gold  and  49,744,214  dol.  paper  (or  about 
10,755,000/.  in  aU),  while  the  extraordinary  resources  came  to 
15,008,863  dol.  gold  and  66,477,898  dol.  paper  (or  8,320,000/.  in 
all),  making  a  total  revenue  of  48,887,130  doL  gold  and 
116,222,112  dol.  paper  (say  19,075,000/.  in  all). 

The  extraordinar}'  resources  were  the  product  of  a  Govern- 
ment issue  of  bonds  of  the  extornal  chA^t  for  14,129,831  dol.  gold, 
and  of  the  internal  debt  for  61,3:14,200  dol.  paper. 

The  remaining  portion  was  derived  from  the  10  per  cent, 
additional  import  duty,  the  recovery  of  outstanding  debts,  &c., 
the  new  tax  on  hats  and  oils,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  "  Patriotic 
Fund." 

The  ordinary  expenditure  was  20,931,553  dol.  gold  and 
93,072,746  dol.  paper  (or  11,632,000/.  in  all),  and  was  1,168,631  dol. 
gold  and  4,737,434  doL  paper  less  than  that  sanctioned  by  the 


*  The  whole  tranaaotion  has,  ai  a  matter  of  fact,  been  the  substitution  of  one 
loan  for  asother. 
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budget  laws  (a  sum  of  70,930  doL  paper  has  to  be  subtracted 
for  certain  differences  and  errors  in  conversion  discovered 
afterwards). 

The  extraordinary  expenditure  readied  a  sum  of  53,885,559  dol. 
gold  and  25,216,687  doL  paper  (12,795,000/,  in  all).  A  further 
sum  of  2,720  doL  gold  and  863,910  dol.  paper  (say  70,000/.)  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Cabinet.  The  total  expenditure  thus  came  to 
74,819.832  dol.  gold  and  119,153,343  dol.  paper  (about  24,497,000/. 
in  all). 

From  the  above  figures  it  is  seen  that  the  total  expenditure 
exceeded  the  total  revenue  by  25,932,701  dol.  gold  and  2,931,231  doL 
paper  (say  5,422,000/.),  but  in  regard  thereto  Dr.  Eosa  explains 
that  out  of  this  appai-ent  deficit  a  sum  of  17,875,000  dol.  gold 
(3,575,000/.)  had  been  paid  to  rescind  the  waterworks  contract, 
while  other  sums  (amounting  to  135,125  dol.  gold  and  1,120,365  dol. 
paper)  were  also  paid  out  in  order  to  defray  various  items  which 
had  been  included  in  the  past  financial  year  with  a  view  to  closing 
outstanding  accounts,  thus  making  the  real  deficit  (whicli  goes  to  ^^  deficit, 
increase  the  floating  debt)  7,922,575  dol.  gold  and  1,810,866  doL 
paper  (about  1,729,000/.  in  all). 

If  this  deficit  is  added  to  the  amount  at  which  the  extra- 
ordinary revenue  is  put  down,  it  will  be  found  that  a  sum  of 
22,931,438  dol.  gold  and  68,288,764  dol.  paper  (say  10,049,000/.) 
was  expended  over  and  above  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  year 
1898. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  facts  as  stated  above : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  1898. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Ordinarr            

Extraordinary 

Dol.  gold. 

83,878,267 
15,008,863 

Dol.  paper. 

49,744,214 
66,477,898 

£ 

10,755,000 
8,320,000 

Total 

48,887,130      '     116,222,112 

19,075,000 

EXPBNDITUBB. 

Ordinary           

Extraordinary 

Sums  sanctioned  by  the  Cabinet 

1 

20,981,663 

58,885,559 

2,720 

98,072,746 

25,216,687 

863,910 

11,682,000 

12,795,000 

70,000 

Total 

74,819,882 

119,153,343 

24,497,000 

Making  an  apparent  deficit  of. , 
Or  a  real  deficit  of      •  •         • « 

25,982,701 
7,922,676 

2,981,281 
1,810,866 

6,422,000 
1,729,000 

For  examining  the  various  items  of  the  actual  ordinary  revenue  Compamtive 
and  comparing  it  with  estimates,  the  following  Tables  A  and  B  ^^^^  o^ 
will  be  found  useful : —  ""*"■" 
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Table  A.— Showing  the  Actual  Revenue  in  the  Budget  of  1898 
and  the  Estimated  Bevenue. 


Import  duties        . .         

Export  duties        

Storage  and  wharfage 

Ports,  moles,  and  dry  docks 
Lights  and  buojs  .  • 

Cnne  dues •  •         • . 

Consular  dues 

Health  dues  

Charges  for  statistics  and  stamps 
Interest  on  bonds  •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Province  of  Buenos  Ayres  (for  senrice  of 

external  bonds)  .  •         

National  bank  (in  liquidation)    .  • 
Sale  of  lands 

Sundries      ..         ••         ..         .« 
Joint-stock  companies      ..         ..         •• 

Total 


Equiy.  in  sterling 


Beceipto. 

Actual. 

Estimated. 

Dol.  gold. 

Dol.  gold. 

26,791,671 

27,350,000 

2,371,276 

2,400,000 

944,216 

820,000 

685,684 

1,160,000 

168,046 

180,000 

201,000 

160,000 

119,524 

120,000 

29,068 

39,000 

286,756 

250,000 

584,064 

721,646 

1,442,529 

1,860,000 

208,500 

208,500 

79,423 

•  • 

37,720 

. . 

27,893 

•  • 

33,878,267 

34,759,146 

£ 

£ 

6,775.660 

6,950,000 
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Table  B. — Showing  the  Actual  Eevenne  iii  the  Budget  oi'  1898 
and  the  Estimated  Eeceipts. 


Alcohol •• 

Beer  

BlatcheB      ..         •• 

Joint-stock  oompanias      • .         •  •         •  • 

Artifieial  wmes 

Pla jing  cards         • . 

Tobacco      •• 

Sugar  ..         ..         * 

Sanitary  works 

Land  tax    . . 

Licences 

Stamped  paper 

Postal  serrice 

Telegraph  service 

Traction  service     . .         . .         •  • 

Working  of  yerba  mat^  plantations 

Lease  and  siUe  of  lands    . . 

Betums  from  sale  of  port  lands,  • 

Sundries      ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Eailways — 
Central  Northern  • .         •  •         •  • 

Andine    ..         ••         ..         ••         •« 
Dean  Funes-Chilecito  . .         • . 
Ghumbicha^atamarca . . 

Registration  of  real  estates         . . 

,y  mortga^s,  embargos,  Ac. 

Profits  of  Bank  of  the  Nation   ., 

Total 


Equiv.  in  sterling 


Receipts. 


Actual. 


DoL  paper. 
7,543,769 

715,365 
1,736,637 

287,711 
1,489,837 
98,636 
8,331,340 
1,389,520 
4,921,073 
1,802,222 
1,894,638 
6,511,891 
3,220,355 
1,261,837 

153,809 

42,301 

3,402,684 

783,334 

1,773,843 

1,092,803 

214,188 

46,271 

22,500 

18,750 

2,000,000 


49,744,214 

£ 
3,980,000 


Estimated. 


SoL  paper. 

10,500,000 

600.000 

1,600,000 

400,000 

281,000 

60,000 

10,000,000 

2,000,000 

4,700,000 

1,900,000 

i,7co,ooa 

5,600,000 
3,000,000 
1,700,000 

250,000 

60,000 

2,000,000 

1,000,000 

600,000 

1,800,000 

1,050,000 

200,000 

62,000 

80,000 

25,000 

2,000,000 


52,918,000 

£ 
4,223,440 


Table  A  shows  that  the  revenue  fi-om  import  duties  was  Indirect 
558,329  doL  gold  (111,660^.)  less  than  the  estimates,  while  that  ***^ 
derived  from  ports,  moles,  and  docks  fell  464,316  doL  gold 
(93,000/.)  below  the  sum  anticipated.  In  fact  all  the  items,  with 
the  exception  of  crane  dues  and  the  service  of  external  bonds 
(province  of  Buenos  Ajrres),  either  gave  unsatisfactory  results  or 
proved  that  the  receipts  had  been  over-estimated. 

The  revenue  from  the  items  figuring  in  Table  B  has  also  not 
come  up  to  expectation,  the  actual  receipts  showing  a  difference 
of  3,173,786  dol.  paper  (:^43,000i)  as  compared  with  the 
estimates. 

Of  this  diminution,  the  receipts  from  the  post  and  telegraph 
services  are  accountable  for  a  sum  of  227,807  dol.  paper  (18,224/.), 
while  a  further  1,000,000  dol.  paper  (83,000/.)  can  be  ascribed  to 
the  non-sale  of  port  lands. 

Examining  some  of  the  excise  receipts  it  is  seen   that   the  Excise 
(489;  A  4         ^'^'^^^^ 
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A)oohol. 


Tobacco. 


tSufftr. 


National 
Bank  bonda. 


Dr.  Boss's 

fiews  on  the 

ordinavy 

roTenue. 


revenue  from  alcohol,  tobacco,  and  sugar  failed  to  come  up  to  the 
estimates  by  sums  of  2,956,231  dol.  paper  (236,500/.),  1,668,660 
doL  paper  (133,490/.),  and  610,480  dol.  paper  (48,840/.)  respec- 
tively. 

The  receipts,  however,  on  beer,  matches,  and  artificial  wine 
(especially  the  latter)  served  in  some  measure  to  counterbalance 
the  loss. 

The  reason  of  the  revenue  from  alcohol  falling  so  far  below 
the  sum  estimated,  is  in  part  due  to  the  fact  that  a  much  larger 
quantity  than  usual  had  been  placed  on  the  market  in  the  previous 
year  in  anticipation  of  the  higher  duty  about  to  be  imposed. 

The  new  tax  on  alcohol  has,  it  may  be  observed,  caused  great 
perturbation  in  a  most  important  industry.  Many  firms  have 
suppressed  their  sales  of  alcohol,  and  a  great  impetus  has  been 
given  to  clandestine  distilling.  Three  years  ago  the  annual  con- 
sumption of  alcohol  was  estimated  at  30,000,000  litres,  which 
with  a  duty  of  1  dol.  a  litre  should  have  produced  a  revenue  of 
30,000,000  dol.  (2,400,000/.).  This  year's  (1899)  revenue,  how- 
ever, will  probably  not  bring  in  more  than  12,000,000  dol. 
(960,000/.),  a  loss  of  18,000,000  dol.  (1,440,000/.),  which  must  be 
attributed  partly  to  fraud  and  partly  to  a  falling-off  in  the 
consumption. 

The  decrease  in  the  revenue  from  tobacco  was  due  to  an 
erroneous  valuation,  which  has  since  been  rectified. 

The  bad  harvest  accounts  for  the  over-estimation  of  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  sugar.  As  regards  this  item  it  has 
been  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  protected  sugar  industries  are 
not  only  causing  heavy  expenditure  and  loss  to  the  Exchequer 
by  bounties  and  non-contribution  to  import  duties,  but  have  raised 
the  price  of  sugar  in  the  country  far  beyond  (about  20  c.  the  kilo.) 
that  which  would  have  to  be  paid  for  the  best  imported  French 
sugar. 

If  the  12,000,000  dol.  worth  of  bonds  of  the  National  Bank, 
which  figured  in  the  receipts  of  1897,  be  not  taken  into  account, 
the  receipts  of  1898  would  still  exceed  those  of  1897  by  700,000 
dol.  paper  (41,600/.). 

Discussing  the  general  features  of  the  ordinaiy  revenue, 
Dr.  Eosa  makes  the  following  comments : — "  If  we  classify  (see 
table,  page  10)  the  various  items  of  the  ordinary  revenue  between 
those  derived  from  direct  taxation,  indirect  taxation,  administra- 
tive returns,  the  working  by  Government  of  industrial  under- 
takings, and  unforeseen  profits  or  returns,  we  find  that  the  item 
which  yields  the  greatest  revenue  to  the  National  Treasury  is  that 
of '  indirect  taxation/  amounting  as  it  does  to  27,103,700  dol.  paper 
and  29,547,119  dol.  gold  (say,  7,077,300/.  in  all).  In  this  item 
the  actual  taxes  which  fall  on  consumption  are  the  taxes  on 
imports  and  the  taxes  which  form  the  inland  revenue.  This  last 
tax,  created  but  recently  (in  1891)  as  a  fresh  source  of  national 
income,  already  constitutes  a  solid  basis  of  revenue  on  which  the 
Treasury  can  count,  and  which  is  capable  of  assuming  considerablj 
larger  dimensions  in  proportion  as  the  improvement  in  our  fiscal 
system  becomes  more  marked. 
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"The  duty  on  exports,  which  weighs  on  the  shipment  of 
certain  fixed  pastoral  products,  does  not  fall  on  the  consumer,  but 
on  a  fixed  number  of  national  producers. 

"Tiie  revenue  (over  5,500,000  dol.  paper,  or  440,000/.)  from 
'  stamped  paper '  is  derived  from  certain  transactions  of  civil  and 
commercial  life,  as  well  as  from  legal  proceedings.  Consular  fees, 
and  statistical  and  stamp  duties  do  not  affect  the  consumer,  except 
in  so  far  as  they  weigh  on  importation. 

"  The  working  by  Government  of  industrial  undertakings, 
such  as  railways,  waterworks,  cranes,  docks,  post  and  telegraph 
services,  returns  from  the  sale  of  lands,  farming  of  plantations,  &c., 
constitutes  the  second  item,  as  regards  importance,  in  the  revenue 
of  the  State.  The  high  figure,  l,709,:-^»22  dol.  gold,  and  16,119,064 
dol.  paper  (1,631,500Z.  in  all),  must  not,  however,  be  taken  to 
represent  the  net  profit  to  the  Treasury,  but  only  the  gross 
receipts.  The  net  profit  is  much  less  than  is  apparently  the  case. 
Thus  the  State  railways,  in  which  a  capital  of  54,881,520  dol.  State 
gold  (nearly  11,000,000/.)  has  been  invested,  show,  in  1898,  ^y"' 
receipts  to  the  amount  of  3,127,104  dol.  paper  (250,178/.),  while 
in  the  same  year  tlie  expenses  of  the  undertaking  came  to 
3,984,888  dol.  paper,  together  with  a  further  sum  of  557,218  dol. 
gold  (in  all  about  611,440/.)  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  lines 
and  for  the  acquisition  of  rolling  stock  for  passengers  and  goods. 
These  railways,  instead  of  being  a  profitable  source  of  revenue, 
are,  on  the  contrary,  a  real  burden  on  the  National  Treasury.  The 
Executive  Power  is  accordingly  considering  what  it  can  do  to 
modify  the  situation  by  adopting  a  course  alike  advantageous  to 
the  interests  of  the  Treasury  and  favourable  to  the  general 
progress  of  the  country. 

"  The  Buenos  Ayres  Waterworks,  taken  over  by  the  Govern-  Buenos  Atos 
ment,  and  in  which  more  than  32,000,000  dol.  gold  (6,400,000/.)  Waterworks, 
have  been  invested,  show  a  return  of  4,921,073  dol.  paper.     The 
working   expenses    amounted    to    1,888,464    dol.    paper.      The 
material  result  (242,600/.  profit)  is  therefore  highly  satisfactory." 

The  loss  from  the  post  and  telegraph  service  is  alluded  to 
further  on  (see  page  31).  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  Minister's 
report  brings  out  the  fact  that  about  seven-tenths  of  the  revenue 
was  obtained  by  indirect  taxation. 

The  following  tables  give  summaries  of  the  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  revenue : — 
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Summary  of  Ordinary  Revenue,  1898. 


Item. 

I 
II 

in 

IV 


1 

Remunerative  administration  (lU(b^  ^^^ 
buoys,  cranes,  health  dues,  &c.) 

Working  of  industrud  enterprises  (rail- 
ways, sale  of  lands,  Ac.) 

Direct  taxation  (land  tax,  lioenoes) 

Indirect  taxation  (imports,  exports, 
stamped  paper,  &c.) 

Unforeeeen  returns           

Total          

Equiy.  in  sterling. . 
Together 

Amount. 

Gold. 

Paper. 

Dollars. 
399,011 

1,709,322 

•  • 

29,647,120» 
2,222,813 

Dollars. 

16,119,064 
3,696,859 

27,108,707» 
2,824,584 

83,878,266           49,744,214 

£                       £ 

6,776,000             3,979,000 

10,755,000 

*  Or  7,077,300/.  in  all.  Adding  thereto  the  proceeds  of  the  10  per  cent, 
additional  import  duties,  say  330,000/.,  a  total  of  7,407,300Z.  was  obtained  as 
verenue  from  indirect  taxation. 


Extra- 
ordinary 
revenue, 
1898. 


The  sums  of  15,008,863  doL  gold  and  66,477,898  dol.  paper, 
figuring  under  the  head  of  extraordinary  revenue,  are  composed 
as  follows : — 


Amount. 


Gold. 


Dollars. 
Bends  issued  by  the  G-ovemment~- internal 

and  external  debts    ..         • >     14,129,831 

10  per  cent,  additional  import  duties. .         . .  792,014 

Proceeds  of  Patriotic  Fund     ..         ••         ..  1,058 

Various  other  sources  of  revenue      ••         ••  85,960 


Total 


15,0C8,8(53 


Equiv.  in  sterling 5,002,000 

Together     ..  .,  ,.  •• 


Paper. 


Dollars. 

61,334,200 

2.121,896 

719,880 

2,302,422 


66,477,898 

£ 
5,818,000 


8,320,000 


The  sum  uf  14,129,831  dol.  gold  represents  bonds  given  in 
redemption  uf  railway  guarantees. 

The  61,334,200  dol.  paper  were  (1)  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
floating  debt,  2,504,800  dol.  paper ;  (2)  for  the  fund  for  the  de- 
struction of  locusts,  7,000,000  dol.  paper ;  (3)  for  bonds  issued  for 
payments  outstanding  to  the  credit  of  the  National  Board  of 
Education,  6,000,000  doL  paper ;  (4)  for  the  popular  internal  loan, 
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45»818,100  dol.  paper;  and  (5)  11,300  dol.  paper  for  exchange  of 
National  Bank  bonds,  &c. 

The  10  per  cent,  additional  import  duties,  which  were  imposed 
as  a  temporary  measure  at  the  time  when  an  outbreak  of  war  with 
Chile  was  deemed  probable,  did  not  figure  in  the  estimates  of 
1898.  The  "  patriotic  fund  "  alluded  to  is  that  started  by  Dr.  del 
Pino  and  others.  The  item  of  various  other  sources  of  revenue 
includes  the  recovery  of  outstanding  debts  such  as  taxes,  rents, 
and  back  payments,  as  well  as  the  receipts  from  the  new  tax  on 
hats  (395,939  dol.  paper)  and  oils  (136,955  dol.  paper)  imposed 
in  the  latter  part  of  tlie  year. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  that  the  high  Hightaxataon, 
import  and  export  duties  (the  former  averaging  50  per  cent,  ad  ^SSctfnat 
vfdo7rm),  and  more  especially  the  heavy  incidence  of  the  excise 
laws,  have  caused  general  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  communities  of  the  country.  It  is 
affirmed  that  the  imposition  of  ever-increasing  taxes  on  commo- 
dities of  all  kinds  is  iniining  trade,  and  is  impeding  the  proper 
development  of  the  country  by  hindering  immigration. 

Not  only  is  the  import  duty  exceedingly  high,  but  the  valua- 
tion of  imported  goods  not  figuring  in  the  tarifi'  of  values  is 
at  times  arbitrary,  and  in  some  cases  depends  solely  on  the  de- 
cision of  the  customs'  staff  themselves.  In  certain  instances  the 
duty  to  be  paid  comes  to  no  less  than  100  per  cent,  of  the  value 
of  the  articles.  The  invoiced  valuation  is  not  necessarily  taken 
into  account. 

The  tariff  of  values,  it  should  be  stated,  is  now  undergoing  care- 
ful revision. 

A  further  grievance,  and  one  which  relates  more  especially  to 
the  export  of  agricultural  and  pastoral  produce,  is  the  system  of 
"guias"  (i.e.,  passes  or  way-bills),  which  are  required  by 
the  various  provincial  municipalities  on  the  sale,  registra- 
tion, and  transfer,  from  one  district  to  another,  of  cerefils  and 
cattle.  Thus  a  *'  guia,"  costing  5  dol.  paper,  has  to  be  obtained 
for  every  5  "  toneladas  "  (each  about  equal  to  a  ton),  or  less,  of  corn 
sold  in  the  municipality.  Again,  a  "  guia,"  amounting  to  3  doL 
paper,  must  be  paid  for  every  100  head  of  cattle  intended  for 
fattening,  and  one  of  3  doL  paper  for  every  100  horses,  or  frac- 
tion thereof,  intended  for  sale.  A  high  municipal  tax,  about 
100  dol.  paper,  is  also  imposed  on  the  use,  &c.,  of  threshing 
machines. 

The  public  feeling  against  heavy  taxation  became  at  last  so  Public 
strong  that  a  committee  of  influential  representatives  of  the  trade  ^^^^^^ 
and  commerce  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  recently  formed,  and  at  a  and  manu- 
great  meeting  held  on  June  28  last  the  grievances  complained  of  factureri. 
were  set  forth  in  a  petition  submitted  to  Congress.     The  follow- 
ing chief  proposals  then  put  forward  in  favour  of  a  reduction  of 
taxation  and  other  fiscal  reforms  are  still  under  the  consideration 
ot  General  Koca  and  his  Government : — 

(1)  Ee vision  of  customs  legislation  and  of  internal  taxes 
and  provision  for  the  collection  of  those  taxes  at  one  point  so 
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•  that  the  articles  taxed  may  be  subsequently  free  from  any  further 

impost,  i.e,,  the  suppression  of  all  the  vexatious  dispositions  which 
harass  the  operation  of  trade  and  commerce. 

(2)  Revision  of  the  present  schedule  of  valuations  and  the 
discussion  thereof  in  connection  with  the  customs  laws. 

(3)  Duties  and  taxes  to  be  made  triennial  so  as  to  ensuie  a 
basis  of  calculation. 

\4)  An  administrative  code  to  be  drafted  so  as  to  avoid  the 
confusion  caused  by  conflicting  reports  from  diflferent  branches  of 
the  administration. 

But  somewhat  in  conflict  with  this  popular  demonstration  of 
the  trading  and  commercial  interest,  a  meeting  of  the  represent- 
atives of  the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  country  has  also 
been  called,  and  has  likewise  presented  a  petition  to  the  Govern- 
ment praying  for  "  a  system  of  taxation  which  will  protect  national 
labour  and  production,"  in  other  words,  the  fostering  by  still 
higher  customs  dues  of  such  of  the  national  industries  as  owe  their 
existence  to,  or  have  hitherto  flourished  by  the  aid  of  prohibitive 
import  duties,  and  which  industries  are  now  in  a  bad  plight  on 
account  of  the  appreciation  of  the  currency. 

Both  meetings  advocated  among  other  measures  the  guaranteeing 
of  the  duration  of  tariffs  for  three  years. 

Placed  between  these  rival  petitioners,  the  position  of 
the  President  and  his  Government  becomes  diflBcult.  In  his 
reply  to  the  representatives  of  tlie  manufacturing  industries  on 
July  25th  last,  General  Roca,  after  stating  that  the  Government 
would  examine  the  questions  involved,  made  the  following  cautious 
observations : — 
General  *'  We  are  not  in  the  position  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  richest  of 

Boca's  speeoh.  monarchies,  which,  having  arrived  at  its  last  economic  evolution, 
may  boldly  proclaim  free  trade.  Nor  are  we  in  the  same  position 
as  the  richest  and  most  powerful  of  republics  in  the  world,  which, 
having  given  a  great  impulse  to  its  industries,  can  afford  to 
liberate  itself  from  foreign  demand,  and  entrench  itself  behind 
absolute  protectionism.  In  this  respect  our  condition  must  be  that 
of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  We  have  our  own  ttaditions 
and  an  economic  system  which  we  cannot  suddenly  renounce  be- 
cause under  its  influence  very  valuable  interests  have  sprung  up, 
and  because  1,000,000*  of  men  earn  their  living  under  that 
regime.  National  industry,  which  is  mainly  the  result  of  protec- 
tive laws  that  have  been  in  force  for  years,  is  to-day  a  great 
power.  It  represents  considerable  capital  and  labour,  lioth  of 
which  the  Government  must  respect  because  they  are  incorporated 
with  the  life  and  development  of  t!ie  coimtry.  But,  as  you  your- 
selves recognise,  it  will  be  necessary  to  moderate  the  system  and 
to  remove  whatever  is  exaggerated  therein.  Protection  should  be 
reasonable  and  fair,  otherwise  interests  equally  worthy  of  respect 
would  be  injured,  and  industr}'  would  be  driven  into  wrong 
channels  to  its  own  detriment." 

*  This  is  a  somewhat  exaggerated  calculation. 
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Turning  to  the  actual  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expenditure  Toui 

during   the   year   1898,   and   comparing   it   with   the    estimated  expenditure 

expenditure,  the  following  results  are  obtained* : —  compared 

°  with  the 

Table  A.— Showing  the  Actual  Ordinary  Expenditure  as  com-  ««*i™*<»«- 
pared  with  the  Estimated  Expenditure  in  the  Budget  of  1898. 


Actual  Expenditure. 

Estimated  Expenditure. 

Gold. 

Currency. 

Gk)ld. 

Currency. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Congress   •  •         •  •         .  • 

2,669,471 

.. 

2,699,254 

Home  Department    *     . . 

22,099,504 

.. 

22,4^0,149 

Foreign          „ 

266,438 

530,727 

283,320 

565,069 

Finance         „ 

18,071,618 

12,303,3«2 

19,187,863 

13,504,716 

Department  of  Jastice    . . 

. . 

13,717,303 

14,080.374 

War  Department.. 

26,000 

22,532,666 

25,000 

22,775,856 

Marine        „ 

12,612,554 

.. 

12,954,463 

Department  of  Agriculture 

217,688 

. . 

327,203 

Public  Works  Department 

2,568,496 

6,389,484 

2,604,000 

8,443,095 

Total 

20,931,552 

93,072,744 

22,100,183 

97,810.180 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Equiv.  in  sterling. . 

4,186,000 

7,446,000 

4,420,000 

7,824,800 

J 

V 

J 

Or  together          •• 

11,632,000 

12,24 

14,800 

Table  B. — Showing  the  Actual  Extraordinary  Expenditure  as 
compared  with  the  Authorised  Extraordinary  Expenditure  in 
the  Budget  of  1898. 


Actual  Expenditure. 

Estimated  Expenditure. 

Gold. 

Dollars. 

26,043,439 

620 

5,073,784 

1,471 

3,106,688 

12,426,172 

727 

7,232,658 

Currency. 

Dollars. 
2,528,700 
18,408 
9,314,020 
1,607,774 
9,655,548 

271,702 
1,786,381 

139,154 

Gold. 

Curiency. 

Home  Department 
Foreign         „ 
Finance         „ 
Department  of  Justice   . . 
War  Department. , 
Marine         „ 
Department  ot  Agriculture 
Public  Works  Department 

DoUars. 

31,556,454 

34,926 

5,087,647 

4,470 

3,106,688 

18,804,269 

727 

7,587,647 

Dollars. 

12,875,133 

29,070 

9,400,623 

2,180,799 

10,666,799 

322,356 

1,786,380 

193,690 

Total 

53,886,559 

25,216,687 

61,182,728 

37,454,850 

Or  together 

£ 
12,795,000 

i 
15,23 

5,000 

*  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  calculating  the  expenses  of  administration 
in  this  report,  charges  for  the  Argentine  National  Adminisiration  are  alone  reckoned, 
and  that  the  additional  cost  of  Provincial  Government  for  each  of  the  present 
14  provinces  of  the  Bepublio  with  their  several  executives  and  legislatures  is  not 
taken  into  account. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


ARGENnNE  REPUBLIC. 

Expenditure  Sanctioned  by  the  Cabinet. 


Actual  Expenditure. 

Estimated  Expenditure. 

Gold. 

Currency. 

Gold. 

CurrencT. 

Home  Deparfcment 
Finance         „ 
War 

Marine 

Dollars. 
2,720 

Dollars. 
517,906 

88,390 
257,615 

Dollars. 
2,720 

Dollars. 
617,906 

88V890 
267,616 

Total 

2,720      1     863.910 

2,720 

863,910 

Or  together 

£ 

70,000 

70,000 

Table  C. — Showing  the  Total  Actual  Expenditure  of  each  Depart- 
ment of  State  as  compared  with  the  Total  Authorised 
Expenditure  in  1898. 


Actual  Expenditure. 

Authorised  Expenditure. 

Gold. 

Currency. 

Gold. 

Currency. 

Congress   ..         •• 
Home  Department 
Foreign         „ 
Finance         „ 
Department  of  Justice    •• 
War  Department. . 
Marine        „ 

Department  of  Agriculture 
Public  Works  Department 

Dollars. 

26,043,439 

267,069 

23,148,122» 

1,471 

8,131,688 

12,426,172 

727 

9,801,154 

Doliarti. 

2,669,471 
25,141,110 
549,186 
21,617,382 
15,225,077 
32,276,594 
13,141,871 

2,004,064 

6,628,638 

Dollars. 

31,656,464 

318,246 

24.278,230 

4,470 

3,181,688 

13,804,269 

727 

10,191,547 

Dollars. 

2,699,254 
85,853,187 
694,139 
22,905,389 
16,261,173 
33,531,045 
13,534,434 

2,113,584 

8,6:J6,785 

Total 

74,819,832    1  119,163,343 

83,286,631 

136,128,940 

Or  together 

24,497,000 

£ 

27,550,000 

•  This  includes  the  service  of  the  Public  Debt  (18,000,000  dol.  gold). 


Remarks 
on  the 
expenditure. 


Looking  at  the  above  figures  (Table  A)  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  actual  expenditure  in  the  ordinary  budget  fell  short  of  the 
estimates  by  1,168,631  dol.  gold  and  4,737,435  dol.  paper 
(612,800/.).  This  result  is  to  a  great  extent  due  to  a  lesser  sum 
having  been  paid  away,  for  various  reasons,  in  the  service  of  the 
loans  and  in  the  execution  of  public  works  than  was  provided  for 
in  the  budget. 

The  figures  of  the  extraordinary  expenditure  (Table  B)  which 
appear  at  first  sight  to  be  extremely  high  require  some  explanation. 
It  will  be  found  on  examination  that  out  of  the  total  figures 
given,  sums  of  21,924,175  dol.  gold  and  8,020,324  doL  paper 
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(about  5,026,700/.  in  all)  were  paid  by  the  Treasury  to  balance 
certain  outstanding  accounts  of  former  years,  such  as  the  rescission 
of  the  waterworks  contract  (17,875,000  dol.  gold)  to  which  aUusion 
has  already  been  made,  and  which  sum  is  included  under  the 
head  of  Home  Department,  the  discount  of  the  Popular  Loan  of 
1898  (8,020,324  dol.  paper),*  and  lastly  the  service  (3,022,641 
dol.  gold)  of  certain  of  the  bankrupt  provincial  banks  like  those 
of  Rioja,  Salta,  Santiago,  and  others,  the  bonds  for  which  were 
returned  to  the  Government  some  time  ago  and  are  merely  book 
entries. 

If  these  sums  are  deducted  the  extraordinary  expenditure 
will  be  found  to  amount  only  to  31,961,384  dol.  gold  and 
17,196,364  dol.  paper  (7,768,300/.  in  all).  Analysing  these  last 
figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  items  under  which  most  of  this 
extraordinary  expenditure  fell,  such  as  the  purchase  of  war 
materials,  tlie  redemption  of  railway  guarantees,  &c.,  cannot  be 
considei-ed  as  forming  elementary  factors  of  an  annual  budget. 

This  can  be  more  easily  gathered  from  the  following  table : — 


Analysis  of  Extraordinary  Expenditure. 


Amount. 

Gold. 

Currency. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Extension  of  railway  to  Chilecito 

2,158,542 

Military  aud  naval  reforms  (Law  3318) 

•  • 

9,656,025 

Purchase  of  war  material  for  army     .  • 

3,106,688 

.. 

„            navy     .. 

11,952,078 

, , 

Redemption  of  railwoy  guarantees     •  • 

14,111,284 

,. 

Completion  of  Port  of  Buenos  Ayres 

528,461 

. . 

Purcliase  of  two  transports  (service  to  the 

BOUth ) . . 

473,760 

.. 

"  Destruction  of  Locusts  "  Fund 

•• 

2,950,421 

Total           

30,172,271 

14,664,988 

£ 

£ 

Equiv.  in  sterling  . . 

6,034,400 

1,173,300 

V 

J 

Together     

7.20 

r,7oo 

If  these  sums  (viz.,  30,172,271  dol.  gold  and  14,664,988  dol. 
paper)  be  also  deducted  from  the  31,961,380  dol.  gold  and 
17,196,364  dol.  paper  (7,768,300/.  in  all)  to  which  the  actual 
extraordinary  expenditure  of   the  year  was    reduced,  the  real 

•  This  sum  is  charged  as  the  discount  on  the  bonds  of  the  Popular  Loan  of 
1898,  which  was  issued  at  80  per  cent,  of  its  nominal  value.  The  total  amount  of 
this  loan  is  given  by  Dr.  Bosa  at  45,818,100  dol.  paper,  Mud  20  per  cent,  discount 
would  amount  to  more  than  8,020,324  dol.  paper.  The  explanation  of  its  not 
doing  so  may  perhaps  lie  in  the  fact  that  the  above  sum  represents  the  discount  on 
only  certain  quotas  of  the  loan. 
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extraordinary  expenditure  will  be  left  at  1,789,110  dol.  gold  and 
2,531,375  dol.  paper  (560,600/.  in  all).  Of  this  sum  again  the 
greater  part  of  the  gold  went  in  payment  of  interest  and 
commissions  on  financial  operations  while  631,694  dol.  paper  out 
of  the  2,531,375  dol.  paper  went  to  the  formation,  by  the  Public 
Works  Department,  of  a  special  Land  Fund. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  the  report  it  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  compare  the  difference  between  the  Argentine  budget  of 
1898  as  first  submitted,  as  amended  and  approved  by  Congress, 
and  the  actual  ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  year. 

Eevenuk 


Estimated  rerenue  in  budget  as  first  submitted 

„  „  amended 

Actual  revenue  (ordinary) 


Amount. 


Gold. 


Paper. 


Dollars.  Dollars. 

32,569,454  56,846,000 

34,769,146  ,     52,918,000 

33.878,267  !     49,744,214 


Expenditure. 


budget 


first 


Estimated  expenditure 

submitted       ••         •• 
Estimated  expenditure  in  budget  as  amended 
Actual  expenditure  (ordinary) 


Amount. 

Gold. 

Paper. 

Dollars. 

DoUars. 

19,957,402 
22,100,182 
20,931,552 

92,159,745 
97,810,180 
93,072,746 

Credit; 
operations. 


The  details  of  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  revenue  and 
expenditure  having  been  examined  it  is  now  necessary  to  review  • 
the  credit  operations  to  which  the  Government  was  forced  to  have 
recourse  during  1898  in   order  to  meet   the  abnormal  expenses 
occasioned  by  the  increase  in  the  armaments  of  the  country. 

For  this  purpose  a  table  containing  a  summary  of  the  general 
state  of  the  National  Treasury  in  1898  is  given  below. 

It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  figures  of  some 
of  the  items  are  merely  nominal,  while  others,  as,  for  instance,  the 
sum  assigned  to  the  National  Bank  in  liquidation,  are  not  realisable 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Under  the  above  circumstances,  the  figures  have  not,  as  a  rule, 
been  converted  into  pounds  sterling. 
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Table  showing  General  Revenue  and  Expenditure  in  1898,  and 
Credit  Operations. 

Receipts. 


Gbbdit  Balakob  on  Dboiicbbb  31,  1897. 


Bank  of  the  Nation 

National  Bank  in  Uquidation  . . 

General  Treasury         •  • 

CustomB  and  other  receipts     . . 

Argentine  Legation  in  London 

Bank  of  England 

Securities  in  deposit      . .  • . 

Various  debtors . . 

Baring  Brothers 


Rbybvub  in  1808. 


,Ordinar}'  revenue 
Additional  duties 
Patriotic  subscription  .  • 
Other  sources  of  rerenue 


Cbbdit  Ofbrations  in  X8&8. 


Issue  of  bonds  .  • 
N'ational  Mortgage  Bank 
Agents  abroad    . . 
Ckrman  Transatlantic  Bank 
Treasury  bills,  1898      . . 
Letters  of  Exchange     , . 
Sundry  receipts . . 


Yabious  Accounts. 


Seryico  of  the  '*  free  "  banks 

Loan  for  waterworks  (rescission  of  contracts) 

Sundries..         

Purchase  of  gold  


Total 


Amount. 


Gold. 


Dollars. 


455,111 

4,214,873 

132,273 

278,469 

285,183 

8,665,788 

29,831,842 

182,034 

736,075 


16,711,192 

792,014 

1,058 

85,961 


14,129,831 
1,981,451 


11,020,080 

1,293,812 

174,001 


6,266,778 

17,875,000 

109,834 

11,605,098 


121,816,758 


Paper. 


Dollars. 


316,918 
49,450,796 

622,549 
26,389,414 


59,571,100 
10,230,640 


98.147,714 

2,121,396 

719,881 

2,819,858 


61,816,769» 
3,204,861 

640,970 
9,351,914 
4,001,018 
1,077,203 


701,741 


830,184^286 


*  This  issue  is  put  down  at  61,834,200   dol.  paper  in  Dr.  Bosa's  meiwage 
and  in  the  table  showing  the  Consolidated  Debt  (see  p.  20V 
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Payments. 


Amount. 

Gold. 

Paper. 

Budget,  ordinary  and  extraurdmary  .  • 

Exigible  debt  (amortisation) 

Treasury  bills,  1897  (amortisation)    •• 

Letters  of  credit           

Council  of  Education 

Different  duties  returned  and  sundry  expenses 
Purchase  of  gold 

CSIDIT  BaLAVOB  OS  DXCBMBEB  31,  1898. 

Bank  of  the  Nation      • . 

National  Bank  in  liquidation  . .          .  • 

General  Treasury          

Customs  and  other  receipts 

Argentine  Legation  in  Ijondon 

Securities  iu  deposit 

Yarious  debtors . . 

Baring  Brothers            

Advunce  on  budget  of  1899 

Totel            

Dollars. 
62,850,188 
3,749,270 
5,604,068 
1,420,537 

274,133 

582,180 

4,254,248 

70,820 

.305,616 

2,862,852 

34,958.161 

678,249 

2,299,375 

2,008,162 

121,816,758 

DoUars. 

115,160,527 

11,924,771 

11,994,771 

3,309,817 

4,672,245 

2,156,361 

30,715,200 

2,675,472 

49,450,796 

826,4^ 

31,296,142 

50,730,900 
12,441,144 

1,830,616 

330,184,236 

Explanations 
iwpeoting 
credit 
<>perations. 


In  explanation  of  the  above  table  it  should  be  stated  that 
the  figures  showing  receipts  in  gold  or  paper  dollars  represent 
conversions  at  the  time  the  receipts  in  question  happened  to  be 
cashed  and  not  the  figures  converted  in  a  lump  sum  appearing  iu 
the  budget  accounts. 

The  same  explanation  applies  to  the  liabilities  which  are  given 
in  the  form  in  which  the  different  sums  were  paid  out. 

The  sum  of  3,204,361  dol.  paper  which  appears  under  the 
receipts  of  the  National  Mortgage  Bank  was  on  account  of  the 
service  of  cedulas  of  that  bank  held  by  the  State. 

The  advance  to  "  agents  abroad  "  (1,981,451  dol.  gold)  is  only  an 
accidental  item.  In  reality  the  amounts  kept  by  the  Government 
at  the  disposal  of  their  European  a^^ents  have  been  much  increaj^ed. 

The  heading  "exchange  credit"  (ereditos  en  giro)  inchulcs 
different  operations  effected  by  the  Government  in  the  purchase 
of  bills,  &c.,  and  which  were  counterbalanced  within  the  year  by 
equally  high  payments. 

The  figure  of  the  Treasury  bills,  viz.,  11,020,080  dol.  gold  and 
9,351,914  dol.  paper,  shows  the  amount  of  these  bills  due  on 
December  31,  1898. 

The  difference  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  is  an  in- 
crease in  Treasury  bills  of  5,516,012  dol.  gold,  and  a  deciease  of 
2,642,863  dol.  paper  in  the  i)aper  debt. 

The  item  of  17,875,000  dol.  gold  for  the  rescission  of  the 
waterworks  contract  has   already  been   explained.     The  service 
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of  the  **  free  "  banks  ia  somewhat  higher  than  was  expected,  owing 
to  delay  in  the  making  up  of  the  accounts,  whereby  part  of  the 
sum  due  in  1897  was  only  paid  in  the  course  of  1898.  It  muat 
be  borne  im  mind  that  this  is  merely  a  nominal  service,  as  the 
respective  bonds  are  held  by  the  National  Bank,  i.e.,  the 
Government. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  3,655,738  dol.  gold  (731,000/.) 
which  the  Government  had  in  the  Bank  of  England  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  also  figures  among  the  receipts.  This  is  because 
during  the  year  the  full  service  of  the  loan  having  been  resumed 
and  paid  through  the  former  agents,  the  sum  in  question  which 
has  been  left  in  the  bank  (in  accordance  with  the  Moratorium 
agreement)  was  freed  and  became  part  of  the  year's  receipts. 

This  receipt  was,  however,  only  apparent,  as  during  the 
same  year  the  moneys  of  the  Government  at  the  Argentine  Lega- 
tion in  London  and  at  Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  and  Co ,  Limited, 
were  increased  respectively  by  2,577,669  dol.  gold,  and  1,563,300 
dol.  gold,  say  640,500Z.  in  all. 

The  assets  in  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  also  show  an  increase 
at  the  end  of  the  year  of  127,069  dol.  gold,  and  2,358,554-  dol 
paper. 

The  item,  '*  securities  in  deposit,"  shows  an  increase  of 
5,126,319  dol.  gold  and  a  decrease  of  8,840,200  dol.  paper  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  increase  is  caused  by  the 
railway  guarantee  bonds,  which  appear  in  the  receipts  as  having 
been  emitted,  but  which,  as  a  fact,  have  not  yet  been  given  over, 
while  the  decrease  in  the  paper  dollar  amount  is  accounted  for  by 
the  remainder  of  the  12,000,000  bonds  of  the  National  Bank 
(which  figured  in  the  budget  of  1897)  having  only  been  actually 
emitted  in  1898. 
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Tabt.e  showing  the  Consolidated  Debt  of  the  Argentine  Republic 
on  December  31,  1898. 


Amount  on 

December  31, 

1H97. 

1H98. 

Amortisa- 
tions in 
1898. 

Amount  on 
December  31, 

1898. 

IimKNAL  Dbit— LBOAL  GOKmSMOT 

(Pai«). 

Nafeionft]  Public  Funds,  Law  of 
September,  1881 

NaUonal  PubUc  Funds,  Law  of  June, 
1884          

Loax),  Law  of  October.  1891.  Exchange 
of  National  Bank  Shares        

Loan,  Law  of  January  5,  1894  (Con- 
solidation of  Floating  Loan) 

Matlonallntemal  Loan 

Loan  of  August  7,  1897  (Destruction  of 
Locusts^ 

Loan  of  January,  1898(^fational  Board 
of  Education)     

Popular  Internal  Loan,  1898     

Dollars. 

294,087 

618,900 

12,906,000 

10,618,000 
22,629,100 

Dollars. 

6,800 

6.600 

2,604,800 

7.000,000 

6,000,000 
46,818,100 

Dollars. 

48,163 

44,700 

321,600 

903,400 
1.761,000 

417,000 

Dollars. 

246,934 

476,000 

12,686,900 

12,119,400 
20,768,100 

6,583,000 

6,000,000 
46,618,100 

46,768,067 

61,334,200    1    3,496,863 

104,696,484 

iNTEaKAL  DBBT(0oL1>). 

XatioDal      Public     Funds,     Law 

KoTember,  1897 

L^an,  Law  of  October  29,  1898  ... 


I&9,472,:)00 
l,ft94,600 

161,067,000 


48,000 
20,000 


169,424,600 
1,A74,600 


68,000        160,999.000 


EXTHaMAL   l»aBT<GOLI>). 

12  loans  from  1 810  to  1 8»  I 

I>oan,  Law  of  Junuary  14.  1896... 

„        ,,         Dvcemi.er  2,  1886 

August  12   18»9  ... 

8,  1896  ... 

„         September  2.*),  1897 

Total  of  External  Debt  (gold) 
„         Internal     „        „ 

Together     


199,244,614 
34,043,930 
9,A12,000 
1».&17,&00 


14,129,831 


34,000.000 
6,949,999 


261,817,944 
161,067,000 


66,079,830 


422,384,944 


199,244.614 
48,173,761 

9,612,000 
18,617.600 
34,000,000 

6,949,999 


316,397,774 
160,999.000 


I  477,896,774 


SxplnnationB 
re4>ecting 
ooniolidated 
debt. 


The  above  table  shows  that  the  internal  paper  debt  amounted 
at  the  end  of  1897  to  46,758,087  dol.  paper,  of  which  ;3,495,So3 
was  amortised  during  the  year  1898,  thus  leaving  43,262,234  dol. 
paper  of  the  old  debt  in  existence.  A  fresh  issue  of  61,334,200  dol. 
paper  was,  as  already  stated,  made  during  last  year,  thus  bringing 
up  the  total  amount  of  the  internal  paper  debt  on  December  31, 
1898,  to  104,596,433  dol.,  say  8,267,700/.  Of  this  fresh  issue 
2,504,800  dol.  paper  has,  it  will  be  remembered,  gone  to  the  con- 
solidation of  the  floating  debt,  7,000,000  dol.  paper  to  the  fund  for 
the  destruction  of  locusts,  6,000,000  dol.  paper  as  a  payment  to  the 
National  Board  of  Education,  and  45,818,100  dol.  paper  to  the 
popular  loan.     (See  p.  10.) 

The  total  amount  of  the  internal  funded  gold  debt,  which  is 
given  in  the  table  as  being  160,999,000  dol.  gold  (32,000,000/.)  on 
December  31,  1898,  is   really  far  less,  for  in  this  sum  are  in- 
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cliuled  the  nominal  bonds  ''amounting  to  120,623,223  dol.  gold) 
issued  in  virtue  of  the  law  of  guaranteed  banks  and  which  should 
have  been  lon^  ago  eliuiinatod  or  declared  null  and  void;  the 
Bo-ealled  Gonzalez  loan,  bonds  which  have  never  been  negotiated, 
and  the  Port  of  Buenos  Ayres  bonds,  which  have  been  redeemed 
l)y  the  Government.     (See  p.  3.) 

Dr.  Kosa  accordingly  puts  the  actual  amount  of  this  debt  on 
December  31.  1898,  at  only  40,375,777  dol.  gold,  say  8,075,000/. 

The  external  debt  on  December  31,  1897,  was  261,317,944  doL  TJ^e  external 
gold  (52,263,600/.).  ^^^^*^- 

During  the  past  year  further  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
55,079,830  dol.  «rold  (11,016,000/.)  having  been  emitted,  the 
external  debt  at  the  end  of  that  year  rose  to  316,397,774  dol.  gold 
(63,280,000/.). 

Of  this  further  emission  of  bonds,  however,  34,000,000  dol. 
gold  (6,800,000/.)  went  in  exchange  of  bonvfe  of  the  Province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  debt  (the  service  of  which  will  be  paid  by  that 
province)  and  6,949,998  dol.  gold  (say  1,399,000^)  went  to  the 
syndicate  represented  by  Messrs.  L.  Cohen  and  Sons,  of  London, 
in  pnyment  of  the  debt  of  the  National  Bank. 

The  remaining  14,129,832  dol.  gold  (2,826,000/.)  of  the  new 
bonds  l)elong  to  the  redemption  of  railway  guarantees  given  by  the 
Government  and  have  not  as  yet  been  paid  out. 

It  follows  from  the  above  facts  that,  according  to  Dr.  Rosa's 
calculations,  the  actual  external  debt  weighing  on  the  National 
Treasury  on  December  31,  1898,  amounted  to  275,447,775  dol. 
gold,  say  55,089,555/. 

The  following  information  as  regards  "  exigible  debt "  has  been  Exigible  debt, 
most  kindly  supplied  by  Senor  E.  Hansen,  formerly  Minister  of 
Finance : — 

The  term  "  exigible  debt "  as  used  by  Argentine  Government 
financiers  needs  some  explanation.  It  means  the  debt  accruing 
from  accounts,  paysheets,  and  other  expenditure  passed  by  the 
proper  Government  offices,  and  payment  of  which,  having  been 
sanctioned  by  the  respective  departments,  requires  no  further 
ionnality  as  regards  payment  by  the  Treasury  than  the  direct 
order  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  that  effect.  When  the  Treasury 
is  in  difficulties  for  want  of  funds,  these  orders  often  remain  some 
time  before  being  cashed.  Such  was  the  original  and  only 
meaning  of  "  exigible  debt,"  but  of  late  years  it  has  become  the 
practice  for  convenience  in  book-keeping  to  comprise  under 
"  exigible  debt "  all  accounts  charged  to  the  estimates  of  one  year 
but  paid  in  another  year.  To  understand  this  more  easily  it 
should  be  stated  that  the  Government  account  books  are  kept 
open  for  15  months  for  the  charging  of  expenditure  corresponding 
to  the  12  months.  Thus  if  a  creditor  presents  an  account  in  the 
month  of  Febuary  for  supplies  delivered  during  the  previous  12 
months,  he  will  be  in  time  to  have  the  payrr.ent  ordered,  but 
should  he  not  get  it  through  before  March  31,  he  would  have  to 
wait  until  Congress  provided  funds  for  payment.  , 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  "exigible  debt  "  always  refers  to  the 
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orders  of  payments  belonging  to  a  previous  financial  year,  and 
that  uccounts,  paysheets,  &c.,  which  have  not  been  passed  by  the 
Government  otfiees  do  not  come  under  this  head. 

Treasury  bills  are  a  part  of  the  floating  debt,  and,  as  a  rule, 
the  term  "  floating  debt "  is  applied  here  to  all  non-consolidated 
debt  including  credit  operations  with  banks  and  banking  establish- 
Inents  in  the  country  itself  or  in  Europe.  In  regard  to  these  latter 
operations,  Dr.  Rosa  in  his  report  does  not  afford  any  definite 
information,  but  the  transaction  connected  with  the  pledging  of 
the  Port  of  Buenos  Ayres  Bonds  (referred  to  on  page  3)  would 
come  under  this  head. 

It  may,  it  is  true,  be  said  tliat  all  credit  operations  or  temporary 
loans  are  guaranteed  in  like  manner,  i.e.,  by  some  form  of  public 
bonds  or  by  Treasury  bills,  but  omitting  credit  operations  with 
banks,  &c.,  and  considering  as  floating  debt  only  the  "  exigible  debt " 
and  the  Treasury  bills,  it  will  be  found  that  the  total  amount  on 
December  31,  1898,  was  as  follows : — 


Amount. 

Qold. 

Paper. 

DoIlMn*. 

Dollars. 

'JVrtiHurv  bills     ..                       ,• 
KxijjiMe  debt      ..          •«          .. 

11.020,079 
9,110,521 

9,:i51,9U 
11,464,743 

Tt)lul 

20,130,600 

*- 

20,816,657 
£ 

Or  about     . . 

6,(;9l,400 

It  should,  l.'owever,  be  statecl  that  a  considerable  ])ortiou,  viz., 

1,187.946  dol.  gold  and  9,653,877  dol.  paper  (1,009,600/.  in  all) 

of  the  "  exigible  debt "  passed  on  from  1898  to  1899  was  paid  off  in 

the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year. 

Honej  in  The  amount  of  paper  and  nickel  money  in  circulation  at  the 

wculation  (at  ^j^^j  ^f  i898  was  292,046,815  dol.  paper  and  8,119,142  dol.  nickel, 

SSiWe).    making  295,165,957  dol.  in  all,  or  about  23,613,700/. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Conversion  Office  intend  next  year  to 
call  in  the  old  paper  money  and  to  issue  a  new  class  of  notes. 
This  operation  would  probably  give  the  Government  some 
4,000,000  to  6,000,000  dot  paper,  perhaps  more,  due  to  some  of  the 
old  notes  having  been  destroyed  or  lost  during  the  last  10  or  15 
years. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  mention  here  that  since  the  publication 
of  the  report  under  examination,  Dr.  Eosa,  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  July  7  last, 
stated  as  follows : — 

"The  total  settlement  of  all  expen.ses  incurred  and  of  all 
losses  suffered  during  the  last  10  years,  comes  to  a  sum  of 
350,000,000  dol.  gold  (70,000,000/.)  to  which  must  be  added  a 
further  sum  of  154,111,000  dol.  gold  (30,800,000/.)  for  emissions. 


Dr.  Bosa's 
•peeoh 
respecting 
the  Public 
Debt. 
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**  The  sum  of  350,000,000  dol.  gold  is  accounted  for  in  the  ex- 
ternal and  internal  debts  which  in  1889  came  to  119,000,000  dol. 
gold,  and  wliich  in  1900  will  amount  to  nearly  444,000,000  doL 
gold  together  with  25.000,000  doL  gold  more  for  floating  debt,  or 
some  4H9,000,000  dol.  gold  in  all.* 

*'Tlie  public  debt  has  in  fact  almost  quadrupled  itself  in 
10|  years,  and  that  which  has  been  liquidated  in  this  decade 
represents  the  deficit  of  the  budget  of  expenditure,  the  redemption 
of  railway  guarantees,  the  debts  of  the  provinces  (the  charge  of 
which  the  nation  has  taken  over),  and  the  cost  of  our  misunder- 
standings with  Chilaf 

"  Our  difficulties  with  Chile  alone  have  cost  the  country  some 
80,000,000  dol.  gold  (16,000,000Z.),  of  which  50,000,000  dol.  gold 
(10,000,000/.)  have  been  granted  by  special  laws ;  5,U00,000  dol.  gold 
(1,000,000/.)  of  which  have  still  to  be  accounted  for ;  and 
25,000,000  dol.  gold  (5,000,000/.),  of  which  have  been  spent  in  the 
last  10  years  and  have  gone  to  swell  the  (Ordinary  War  and  Navy 
Budgets." 

Befering  to  the   Budget  Bill   of   1900  which   has  now  been  Dr.  Ro»a*» 
presented  to  Congress  Dr.  Rosa  thus  concludes  his  message  : —        T'd^'t"  f  ** 

**I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  insist  on  the  necessity  1900. 
of  giving  practical  form  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  tliis 
document  tending  to  introduce  order  into  the  financial  administra- 
tion. It  is  essential  to  take  into  account  that  the  settlement  of 
losses  due  to  the  crisis  (which  began  in  1891),  of  the  debts  of  the 
various  provinces,  and  of  the  enormous  expenses  incurred  for 
armaments,  have  all  very  considerably  increased  the  public  debt 
both  external  and  internal  Prudence  counsels  us  to  reduce  our 
expenditure  and  to  live  frugally.  It  is  above  all  necessary  to 
make  efforts  to  obtain  economy  and  order  in  our  finances.  We 
have  spent  too  much.  The  moment  has  come  to  suppress  every- 
thing superfluous  in  the  budget.  We  shall  then  be  able  to 
strengthen  our  credit,  to  attract  whatever  capital  is  needed  for  the 
country,  and  at  no  distant  dat«  to  realise  the  unification  of  our 
external  debt  or  even  perhaps  its  conversion  into  one  paying  less 
interest,  a  measure  which  would  tend  to  give  our  Treasury  full 
scope  to  undertake  works  of  progress. 

"With  strict  economy  in  the  expenditure,  and  a  vigilant 
administration  of  imposts,  we  shall  easily  overcome  all  our 
financial  difficulties,  assisted  as  we  are  by  the  confidence  inspired 
both  at  home  and  abroad  by  the  public  tranquillity  which  we  now 
enjoy." 

That  some  attempt  at  economy  is  being  made  is  seen  from  the  Proposed 
fact  that  the  Navy  Budget  for  1900  has  been  reduced  by  some  ^^oimeB. 
3,000,000  dol.  paper,  while  that  of  the  Army  is  to  be  decreased  by 
about  1,500,000  dol.  paper. 

*  Giving  an  indebt-eduess  of  117  dol.  gold  (26Z.  10«.)  per  inhabitant,  if  popula- 
tion is  taken  at  eome  4,000,000. 

t  *'  This  debt,  when  full  serrice  and  amortisation  comes  into  force  in  190L, 
will  mean  a  yearly  senrice  of  27,760,211  dol.  go]d,  or  some  7  dol.  gold  per 
inhabitant.  The  serrice  of  the  debt  demaniis  38  or  89  per  cent,  of  the  total 
rerenueof  the  country." — Extract  from  '*  Review  of  River  Plate,"  of  July  16, 1899. 
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Retrenchment  is  also  spoken  of  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  but  whether  any  can  be  effected  or  not  remains  to  be  seen. 
A  plan  for  creating  a  "pensions  fund"  by  allotting  to  it 
5,000,000  dol.  paper  from  the  issue  of  internal  loan  bonds  sanc- 
tioned for  the  consolidation  of  the  floating  debt,  and  by  deducting 
5  per  cent,  from  the  salaries  of  all  otticials  (civil  and  military) 
has  also  been  mooted,  but  has  not  yet  taken  definite  form. 
Keturns  of  Judging  from  the  returns  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Argentine 

^e  for  180D  Republic  for  the  last  six  months— January,  1899,  to  June.  1899— 
*"  **  the  outlook  as  regards  customs  revenue  is  most  hopeful.     Official 

statistics  on  this  subject  show  that  the  sum  total  of  imports  for 
the  first  six  months  of  this  year  exceeded  that  of  last  year  by 
7,899,567  dol.  gold,  while  the  sum  total  of  exports  exceeded  that 
of  the  previous  year  by  7,417,937  dol.  gold.* 


far 
faTouiftble. 


Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Finit  nil  tnonthe.  1898 

„        1899      

Dol.  gold. 
49,653,375 
67,452,942 

Dol.  gold. 
81,632,825 
89.050,762 

Increase  in  1899 

Eqiiiv.  in  sterling 

7,899,567      1          7,417,987 

£                             ^ 
1,580,000      ,           1,483,600 

1 

The  volume  of  Argentine  foreign  tradet  compares  as  follows  :— 

i  Value. 

!  Dol.  gold. 

Firrt  aix  months,  1898 '  131,186,200 

„        1899 146,603,704 

Inorcw!*  in  1899         !  16,317,504 

I 

!  £ 

Equiy.  in  sterling       . .         .  •          . .          . .          . .  8,063,500 


The  balance  of  trade  in 
follows  • — 

the  two 

corresiK)nding  periods  is  as 

exports  oT< 
1899        . 

3r  imporU 
fi 

•  •        •  •        •  • 

Value. 

Six  months  of  1898, 
„         ..        1899 

DaorAase  in 

Dol.  gold. 
32,079,450 
31,697,820 

•iUl,630 

*  The  trade  in  specie  is  not  taken  into  account. 

t  The  returns  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic  for  the  nine 
months   ending   September  30  are   as  follows  :—ImiK)rts,    87,670,936    dol.   gold 
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These  figures  show  that  although  production  has  exceeded  by 
some  7,400,000  dol.  gold  that  of  the  previous  year,  requirements 
have  increased  in  the  same  period  by  some  7,000;000  dol.  gold. 

Taking  the  figures  relating  to  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  followini'  result  is  obtained  : — 


Va 

ue. 

Imports  from 

the 

United  Kingdom. 

Exports  to 

the 

United  Kingdom 

January  to  J  uiie,  1898      . . 
..       1899     .. 

Dol.  gold. 
17,800,137 
21,204,496 

Dol.  gold. 
11.784,252 
10,923,002 

Increaae  in  1899. . 

3,491.359 

861,250 

Balance  in  favour  of  United  Kingdom  in  1898,  6,015,885  dol.  gold 
(1,203,000/.);  in  1899,  10,371,494  dol.  gold  (2,074,000/.).* 

The  following  tables  show  the  extent  which  the  conversion 
of  the  provincial  debts  has  reached,  and  the  amounts  of  the 
various  municipal  external  loans : — 

Conversion  of  Provincial  Debts  into  4  per  cent.  National  Gold 
Bonds  (with  ^  per  cent.  Amortisation). 


Province. 


Ruenop  Ari'es 
Cdi^loba 
Kntre  Bios  . . 
ISanta  Fe  . . 
San  Juao  . . 
Catamaroa  .. 


^mout.t. 


Doi  gold. 
«4,000,000 
11,000,000 
14,225,715 
15,300,109 
1,656,000 
2,890,400 


1899. 


*  These  figures  are  taken  from  the  ''Times  of  Argentina **   of  August  12, 


(17,534,000«.)  ;  exports,  117,617,798  dol.  gold  (23,623.000^).  Calculating  the 
returns  of  the  last  three  months  at  the  same  rate  the  result  for  the  whole  year 
1899  would  be :  Imports,  (say)  116,000,000  dol.  gold  (23,200,000/.)  ;  exports,  (say) 
156,000,000  dol.  gold  (31,200,000/.)  ;  showing  a  balance  of  40,000,000  dol.  gold 
(8,000,000/.)  in  &your  of  this  country  and  accounting  for  the  large  amount  of 
eoid  specie  (some  4,000,000/.)  shipped  in  the  last  few  months  to  Buenos  Ay  res. 
If  the  aboye  statistics  can  be  relied  on  the  imports  of  1899  exceeded 
those  of  1897  by  18,000,000  dol.  gold  (3,600,000/.),  and  those  of  1898  by  about 
9,000,000  dol.  gold  (1,800,000/.),  while  the  exports  of  1899  exceeded  those  of  the 
two  previous  years  by  65,000,000  dol.  gold  (11,000,000/.)  and  22,000,000  dol.  gold 
(4,400,000/.)  respectively. 
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Conversion  into  4^  per  cent.  National  Gold  Bonds  (with 
1  per  cent.  Amortisation). 


Province. 


Amount. 


Dol.  gold. 

Corrientet 8,100,000 

San  Lois 630,000 

Tuountan '        8,714,300 


NOTB.— Ftovince  of  Mendois  (no  settlement  as  jet  made). 

Municipal  External  Loans. 


Outstanding  Amounts. 

Gold. 

Issue  in 
Sterling.* 

Buenos  Ajres 

C<$idoba 

Bosario 

SantaF^ 

Dollars. 
9,507,189 
4,000,000 
7,356,626 
1,280,318 

£ 
1,886,346 

793,600 
1.478,000 

267,900 

Total 

22»144,133 

4,415,846 

*  These  figures  represent  the  amount  of  the  actual  issue  and  not  the  con- 
Tersion  of  gold  dollars  into  11.  sterling. 

Transandine  The  negotiations  for  the  redemption,  &c.,  of  the  Transandine 

lUilwaj.         Railway  guarantee  are  still  pending.     The  sum   to   be  paid  by 

Government  will  probably  be  about  6,500,000  dol.  gold  in  4.  per 

cent,  national  bonds.* 


In  the  above  report  the  rate  of  conversion  has  for  convenience 
been  taken  at  2*50  dol.  paper  to  1  dol.  gold,  or  12^  dol.  paper  to 
the  IL 

The  average  price  of  100  dol.  gold  during  1898  was  257'17  dol. 
paper.  The  fluctuations  in  that  year  were  considerable.  In  the 
month  of  January  the  price  of  gold  fell  from  271*20  to  254:*90,  or 
some  16  points.  In  February  it  rose  to  275^,  lell  to  253-40,  aud  then 
again  reached  275^.  In  March  it  varied  from  274J  to  264.  The 
quotations  oscillated  in  the  succeeding  months  between  these  two 
last  figures,  with  a  maximum  of  278  80,  until  November,  when 
the  exchange  suddenly  fell  to  218^,  and  finally  at  the  end  ot 
December  to  207.  The  fluctuations  iliercfore  in  the  year  showed 
a  difference  of  nearly  72  points. 


Fluctuation 
in  the  price 
of  ^old. 


*  The  matter  has  now  been  settled  for  6,4<X),000  dol.  gold  in  4  per  cenu 
National  bonds  (and  i  per  cent,  amortisation  ^  Iho  Goyernment  is  ^iven  225,000/. 
in  deferred  shares  of  the  company  and  has  the  right  to  be  represented  on  the  board. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  Hiictuatioiis  in  the  three  previous 


Year 


HigheHt  Price.  '  Lowest  Vncc.        Difference. 


L895 
1896 
1897 


' 

Pointe. 

378 

313 

65 

332 

266 

66 

315 

1          274 

41 

The  above  facts  show  how  impossible  it  is  undor  the  circum- 
stances to  convert  sums  "^dven  in  currency  in  the  budget  into 
sterling  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  The  conversion  is  indeed 
made  only  with  a  view  of  giving  an  approximate  value  of  the 
figures  dealt  with. 

Financial  projects  embodied  in  four  Bills  have  been  presented  Scheme  for 
to  Congress  for   the    iixed    conversion   into    gold    of   the   paper  conyenion  of 
currency.     The  principal  features  of  these  Bills  are  as  follows  : —    the  paper 

JUll  1.— 1.  The  converaion  of  the  paper  money  in  circulation  °^"^"*'^' 
into  national  gold  dollars  at  the  rate  of  44  centavos  gold  per  paper 
dollar  {i.e.,  227*27  as  the  equivalent  for  gold). 

2.  The  decreeing  by  the  Executive,  with  three  months* 
anticipation,  of  the  date  of  such  conversion,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  to  be  effected. 

:l  The  foruiation  of  a  metallic  reserve  to  be  called  "  Conver- 
sion Fnnd/'  for  the  guarantee  and  for  the  service  of  the  said 
conversion.  The  following  amounts  are  to  be  paid  into  this 
fund : — 

(1)  5,000,000  dol.  gold  from  the  National  Treasury  in  monthly 
instidments  of  100,000  dol.  gold,  i.e.,  1,200,000  doL  gold 
per  annum  for  four  years. 

(2)  5  per  cent,  additional  import  duties  (say,  5,000,000  dol.  gold 
per  annum). 

(3)  The  profits  of  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  (say,  800,000  dpi 
gold  per  annum). 

(4)  The  annual  net  proceeds  of  the  National  Bank  after  pay- 
ment of  costs  of  liquidation,  the  debts  of  the  bank,  and 
service  on  the  bonds  (say,  2,000,000  dol.  gold  per  annum). 

(5)  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Andine  and  Toma  Eail- 
ways  (say,  6,000,000  dol.  gold  in  all). 

(6)  The  6,967,650  dol.  gold  in  national  cedulas  belonging  to  the 
nation. 

(7)  All  other  revenue  voted  for  the  purpose  by  the  Budget.    . 

Bills  2  and  3  deal  with  certain  details  of  the  scheme,  such 
as  the  manner  in  which  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  must  convert  the 
internal  debt  stock  held  into  gold,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  whic4i 
the  National  Bank  must  realise  the  properties  now  held. 

The  last  Bill  provides: — 

1.  That  the  additional  10  per  cent,  duty  on  imports  establishe/d 
by  the  Law  of  September,  1898,  shall  be  reduced  to  9  per  cent. 
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from  October  1  next,  to  8  per  cent,  from  Xovemher  1,  to  7  per 
cent,  from  December  I,  to  6  per  cent,  from  January  1,  and  to  5  per 
cent,  from  February  1  onwards. 

±  That  all  salaries,  retiring  and  other  pensions  above  100  dol. 
which  aire  paid  by  the  Government  in  paper  money  (with  the 
exception  of  those  comprised  in  Art.  96  of  the  National  Constitu- 
tion) shall  be  reduced  10  per  cent,  from  October  1  next. 

In  the  message  which  accompanies  the  Bills  it  is  stated  that 
the  time  for  the  solution  of  the  financial  problems  has  now  come, 
and  the  following  reasons  are  adduced  : — 

'*  The  increased  amount  of  the  official  expenditure  of  tlie  nation, 
of  the  provinces,  and  of  the  municipalities,  which  impedes  the 
free  development  of  production,  and  which  weighs  more  especially 
on  the  poorer  working  classes  of  society  ;  the  public  debi  which 
in  the  last  10  years  has  quadrupled  itself  without  the  population 
and  the  wealth  (of  the  country)  having  increased  in  equal  pro- 
portion; the  great  want  of  equilibrium  in  prices,  owing  to  the 
i*apid  changes  in  the  circulating  medium  which  deeply  affect  our 
principal  industries ;  the  frequent  and  violent  fluctuations  of 
money  which  restrain  and  paralyse  our  commerce,  rendering  all 
financial  transactions  mere  matter's  of  hazard;  the  high  cost  of 
living  which  diminishes  consumption  and  hinders  immigration," 
are  all  causes  of  anxiety  to  the  Government.  They  have  conse- 
quently studied  the  subject  with  a  view  to  elaborating  a  plan  by 
which  a  solution  on  general  lines  "of  the  difhculties  now  existent 
may  be  arrived  at."  .  .  .  ''  That  the  execution  of  such  a  plan 
is  one  requiring  a  great  amount  of  economy  and  perseverance  is 
not  for  a  moment  doubted  by  the  Government." 

Dealing  with  the  details  of  the  proposed  conversion  the  Presi- 
dent again  thinks  "that  the  present  moment  is  an  opportune 
one  for  the  Eepublic  to  undertake  the  task,  complete  tran- 
quillity reigning  at  home  and  not  a  cloud  appearing  on  the  horizon 
abroad,  while  international  exchanges  have  been  favourable 
throughout  the  current  year."  To  have  converted  the  currency 
at  its  nominal  value  would  (in  General  Roca's  opinion)  have  been 
an  "unjustifiable  act,"  and  would  have  imposed  "enormous' 
sacrifices  on  the  State."  "  When  a  country  like  ours  has  had  a 
depreciated  currency  for  so  many  years  it  becomes  impossible  to 
return  to  the  original  excharige  value  without  causing  great 
disturbance  in  the  social  organism." 

After  taking  into  consideration,  therefore,  the  various  fluctua- 
tions of  the  price  of  gold  and  other  attendant  cir*cumstances,  the 
Pi'esident  holds  that  44  centavos  gold  to  1  dol.  paper  is  the 
exchange  best  suited  to  meet  the  object  aimed  at,  and  "  to  serve 
the  most  vital  interests  of  the  country." 

As  regards  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  10  per  cent,  addi- 
tional import  duty  the  Government  considers  rt  a  necessary 
mensure,  all  danger  of  war  having  passed  away.  The  loss  to 
revenue  will  have  to  be  counterbalanced  by  saving  in  the  experrdi- 
ture,  and  with  this  object  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent,  on  all 
Government  salaries  and  pensions  above  100  dol.  paper  is  pro- 
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posed.  It  is  thought  that,  in  time,  the  stability  in  the  currency 
will  entirely  compensate  the  officials  for  the  reduction  of  their 
salaries  and  pensions. 

Tlie  Iraming  of  the  Bills  in  question  is  attributed,  in  great 
part,  to  Dr.  Pellegrini,  a  prominent  Senator,  who  was  President 
of  the  Kepublic  during  the  eventful  years  of  1890-92. 

The  whole  financial  project  has  caused  much  perturbation  in 
the  country,  and  has  evoked  the  most  hostile  criticism  in  the 
opposition  Press.* 

The  continual  increase  in  the  cost  of  administration  during  the  General 
last' few  years  gives  rise  to  apprehension  as  regards  the  future, '®™*'^*- 
and   brings  out  the  need  for  stringent  and  radical  reforms  with  IncreMmg 
as  little  delay  tis  possible.  admi^stra- 

In  dealing  with  this  subject  in  a   work  published  last  year,  tion. 
Senor  Albert  Martinez,  Under  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Finance,  gives  some  highly  interesting  statistics. 

According  to  these  the  annual  expenditure  of  1890  was  19 
times  that  of  1862,  while  in  seven  \ears,  from  1891  to  1897, 
the  expenditure  was  gradually  increased  by  a  sum  of  about 
21,160,000  dol.  gold.  The  following  table  shows  the  annual 
expenditure  incurred  since  1890  : — 


Yc*r. 


1891  . 

1892  . 

1893  . 
18<)4  . 

1895  . 

1896  . 

1897  . 


Amount. 


add. 


I 


Dollars. 
20,315,446 
11,517,017 
28,035,789 
14,514,067 
15,023,838 
15,811,338 
17,099,949 


Paper. 


Dollars. 
41,230,349 
42,314,366 
53,386,856 
64,729,3r>5 
75,831,328 
105,022,058 
104,720,052 


Seiior  Albert  Martinez  ascribes  this  steady  increase  to  certain  Principal 
principal  causes  which  are  inherent  in  almost  all  South  American  oauaes  thereof. 
Eepublics.  They  may  be  summed  up  as  : — (1)  Increase  in  admini- 
strative organisation  and  requirements  owing  to  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  population ;  (2)  increase  of  the  public  debt ;  (3)  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency  and  the  increased  cost  of  living ;  (4)  civil 
and  foreign  wars ;  (5)  the  guaranteeing  and  undertaking  by  the 
State  of  expensive  public  works;  (6)  waste  arising  from  the 
administration  being  extravagantly  and  imperfectly  conducted  ; 
(7)  want  of  proper  control  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  and  in 
the  public  moneys  spent ;  (8)  retention  of  an  inconvertible  cur- 
rency ;  and  (9)  increase  in  armaments,  &c. 

•  The  full  text  of  the  new  law  on  the  eoiiTersioii  of  the  currency  into  gold, 
promulgated  on  NoTemher  4,  1899,  is  given  in  the  Appendix.  Bills  1  'and  2  (the 
former  with  certain  modifications)  have  heen  passed  while  Bills  3  and  4  have  been 
rejected. 
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Increase  of 
the  public 
debt. 


Increftse  in 
War  and 

Marine 
Departments. 


Finance 
Department. 


Departments 
of  Justice, 
Education, 
and  Worship. 

Increase  in 

expenses 

connected 

with 

Oongres:). 


Increase  of 
expenses  in 
the  Home 
i)epartnient. 


It  would  be  needless,  and  beyond  the  scope  of  this  report,  to 
enter  into  any  very  detailed  account  of  how  far  each  of  these 
causes  has  affected  the  financial  situation  in  this  Republic.  Any 
one  conversant  with  the  history  of  the  country  from  the  declara- 
tion of  its  independence  to  the  present  time  will  readily  agree 
that  the  causes  mentioned  above  have  one  and  all  tended  to  swell 
the  Argentine  budget  to  the  dimensions  of  to-day. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  without  interest  to  note  briefly  to 
what  extent  and  in  what  manner  the  various  Departments  of 
State  of  the  Argentine  Republic  have  gradually  but  steadily 
increased  their  yearly  expenditure.  The  information  here  <riven 
on  this  subject  is  again  taken  from  Senor  Martinez's  work  above 
referred  to. 

The  service  of  the  public  debt,  included  in  the  expenses  of  the 
Department  of  Finance,  may  be  looked  upon  a.^  the  principal 
factor  m  the  increase  of  the  national  liabilities.  From  a  sum  of 
3,210,7o0  dol.  paper  in  1864:  it  rose  to  17,286,600  dol.  paper  in 
1872.  In  1890  it  ascended  to  l.S,000,00()  dol.  gold,  and  last  year 
it  reached  18,000,000  dol.  gold. 

The  War  and  Marine  Departments  rank  next  in  order  in 
contributing  to  augment  expenditure.  The  combined  budgets 
in  1881  came  to  about  5,000,000  dol.  paper.  In  1886  they  rose 
9,691,500  doL  paper,  in  1895  to  24,500,000  dol.  paper,  and  in  1897 
to  30,814,000  dol.  paper,  together  with  an  extraordinary  expendi- 
ture of  18,000,000  dol.  paper,  that  is,  about  48,814,000  dol.  paper 
in  all. 

The  increase  is  due  entirely  to  apprehensions  of  a  conflict 
with  Chile  which  necessitated  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number 
of  ships  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of  war  material,  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  forces,  the  calling  out  of  the  National  Guard,  &c. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Department  of  Finance,  which  stood  at 
329,553  dol.  paper  in  1862,  increased  to  7,172,044  dol.  paper  in 
1897.  This  increase  is  in  a  large  measure  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  increased  staff  engaged  since  1891  in  collecting  the  inland 
revenue,  and  by  the  establishment  of  an  oflBce  for  superintending 
the  new  harbour  and  docks  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  yearly  budget  of  the  Departments  of  Justice,  Education, 
and  Worship  has  increased  from  346,133  dol.  paper  in  1862  to 
nearly  14,500,000  in  1897. 

Expen&es  in  connection  with  Congress,  that  is,  the  salaries, 
journey  money,  &c.,  of  senators  and  dejiuties  and  various 
other  payments  attendant  on  national  representation  in  the  two 
Chambers  have  been  considerably  augmented  during  the  last  few 
years  (56  per  cent,  in  fact  in  the  eight  years  from  1890  to  1897). 
This  is  owing  to  the  increased  number  of  members  of  Congress 
(the  number  of  deputies  was  raised  last  year  from  86  to  120), 
and  to  an  increase  in  their  salary  (now  1,000  dol.  paper  each  per 
month). 

The  Home  Department  again  shows  a  great  rise  in  its  annual 
expenditure.  From  525,662  dol.  paper  in  1862  it  reached  a  figure 
of  12,218,300  dol.  paper  and  2,399,995  dol.  gold  in  1891,  while 
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ill  1897  it  came  to  37,451,735  dol.  paper,  an  increase  in  seven 
years  of  nearly  90  per  cent. 

Pensions,  which  come  under  this  department,  and  are  granted 
on  a  very  liberal  scale,  are  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers  and 
threaten  (unless  the  present  system  is  modified)  to  become  a 
serious  charge  on  the  Exchequer. 

The  total  sum  paid  away  in  pensions  in  1865  was  only 
105,858  dol.  paper.  In  1890  it  came  to  1,586,984  dol.  paper, 
and  in  1897  it  i*ose  to  3,496,000  dol.  paper,  having  thus  more 
than  doulihid  itself  in  ei;.;ht  years.  This  year  (1899)  it  may  be 
put  at  over  4,000,000  dol.  paf)er. 

Other  items  of  expenditure  pertaining  to  the  Home  Department 
are  the  railway  guarantees  (now  to  a  .threat  extent  redeemed),  and 
the  prolongation  and  working  of  the  State  Railways  (on  which  a 
sum  of  1,890,000  dol.  gold  was  expended  in  1897);  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  Service  which,  instead  of  being 
a  fsouree  of  revenue,  occasions  at  present  an  annual  loss  of 
over  1,500,000  dol.  paper  (1,760,000  dol.  paper  in  1897,  and 
1,692,284  dol.  paper  in  1898),  and  the  large  subventions  given 
to  the  provinces  for  educational  and  for  other  purposes,  such  as 
Public  Works,  in  virtue  of  Art.  67  of  the  Constitution  which 
enacts  that  "  Congress  must  grant  subventions  from  the  public 
Treasury  to  such  of  the  provinces  as  are  unable  to  meet  their 
ordinary  budget  expenditure." 

The  Department  of  Education  taken  separately  now  shows  an  increaee  of 
annual  expenditure  to  the  amount  of  5,000,000  to  6,000,000  dol.  expenses  in 
paper.  The  two  universities  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  C6rdoba  ^^5^*^^°* 
together  cost  the  country  about  1,000,000  dol.  paper  a  year. 

The  Department  of  Justice  alone  has  a  balance  in  favour  of  Department 
revenue   over   expenditure.      This   is   due   to   the  large  revenue  ^^  Jiwtice, 
denved  from  the  sale  of  stamped  paper  used  in  all  judicial  matters,  ^^^s 
The  annual  receipts  since  1888  have  ranged  between  1,834,000  dol.  expendituw. 
paper  (146,720/.)  and  3,300,000  dol.  paper  (264,000/.). 

One  general  cau^e  of  increasing  expenditure  pervading  all  the  Gh^neral 
public   departments  and  administrations  is  the  large  number  of  ?*"■«•  <>* 
oflScials  employed  t"^*!. 

In  30  years  (1867-96)  the  number  of  ofiBcials  rose  from 
12,280  to  43,952,  while  the  total  amount  of  their  yearly  salaries 
has  gone  up  in  the  same  time  from  2,824,525  dol.  paper  to  nearly 
39,000,000  dol.  paper.  The  average  annual  salary  in  1896  was 
906  dol.  per  employ^. 

It  is  but  just  to  say  that  several  Bills  have  at  various  times 
been  presented  to  Congress,  dealing  with  the  question  and  sug- 
gesting a  remedy.  So  far,  however,  no  law  has  been  passed  on  the 
subject. 

But    the    individual    expenditure    of    the    various     depart-  Special  laws, 
ments  as   shown   above   is   insignificant  in  its  bearing  on  .the  detrimental 
total  amount  of  the  expenditure  of  the  country  as  compared  with  *^'  ™  *^ ' 
the  burden  laid  upon  it  by  the  system  now  prevalent  of  special 
laws,  and  grants  of  money  sanctioned  by  the  Cabinet.   This  system, 
by  which  the  expenditure  estimated  in  the  budget  has  been  often 
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largely  increased,  is  one  detrimental  to  any  schemes  of  economy  or 
retrwichraent  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  and  one  which, 
by  the  want  of  finality  in  the  discussion  of  financial  questions, 
readers  his  position  at  times  exceedingly  diflBcult.  Exception, 
must,  of  course,  be  made  in  the  case  of  special  laws  authorising 
profitable  credit  operations  for  the  redemption  of  railway 
guarantees,  for  the  execution  of  public  works  (like  the  port  of 
Buenos  Ayres),  for  the  inipi-ovement  of  the  sanitary  works,  for  the 
destruction  of  locusts,  or  fur  such  unforeseen  expenditure  for 
military  purposes  as  circumstances  may  render  advisable.  Such 
expenditure  is  either  beneficial  to  the  country  or  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  its  interests.  It  is  only  to  the  abuse  of  the 
system  that  reference  is  made  when  the  practice  of  special  laws  is 
condemned. 

Writing  on  this  subject  in  one  of  his  works,  Dr.  de  la  Plaza,  a 
well-known  Argentine  financier,  says : — 

"The  defect  of  such  a  system  rests  with  all  its  defonnity 
on  the  fact  that  it  not  only  exhausts  and  injures  us  by  the 
sacrifice  which  an  expenditure  greater  than  the  revenue  imposes 
on  a  country,  but  also  on  the  fact  that  it  brings  discredit  with  it ; 
and  although  it  is  true  that  the  Government  has  not  spent,  and 
will  not  spend,  as  a  rule,  all  that  is  voted,  yet  it  is  not  the  less 
cei-tain  that  as  a  consequence  of  such  a  system  the  excess  of  ex- 
penditure over  revenue  is  considerable,  and  the  Government  are 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  loans  and  other  onerous  means  to  meet 
their  liabilities.  In  addition  thereto  the  mere  fact  of  voting  such 
high  sums  in  relation  to  the  revenue  brings  about  a  want  of 
prestige  and  (a  certain  amount  of)  discredit." 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  this  system  has  prevailed 
may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  during  General  Eoca's  first 
Presidency  (1880-86)  a  sum  of  86,246,996  dol.  paper  (6,980,000/.) 
was  spent  over  and  above  the  ordinaiy  budget  by  means  of 
special  laws  and  grants  by  the  Cabinet,  while  during  the  short 
time  (four  years)  in  which  Sefior  Juarez  Celman  was  in  power,  no 
less  a  sum  than  118,482,825  doL  paper  (9,478,»j00/.)  was  expended 
under  the  same  authority. 

Dr.  Pellegrini  employed  the  same  means  to  raise  a  sum  of 
70,857,000  dol.  paper  (5,668,000/.)  durini,'  his  two  years'  term  of 
office  ending  in  October,  1892.  It  will,  however,  be  found  oai 
examination  that  most  of  this  heavy  expenditure  \^  as  for  works  of 
public  utihty,  the  cost  of  which  would  in  any  case  have  had  to  be 
defrayed  by  loans,  while  the  smaller  portion,  which  ujore  properly 
repi'esents  an  increase  in  the  cuiTcnt  expenditure,  has,  by  creating 
u  deficit  in  the  yearly  accounts,  led  to  the  funding  operations 
resulting  in  the  dillerent  emissions  of  the  internal  and  external  debt. 
Co:^t  of  Seftor   Maitinez    likewise    gives   some    statistics    as    to   the 

^l!!!I^!"'^'        cost  of  collecting   the  revenue.     He  takes  as  an  example   the 
Mvi^niip  revenue  derived  in   1895  from  stamped   paper,  internal   tax^s, 

customs  receipts  and  land  tax,  and  licenses,  and  compares  it  with 
the  sums  spent  in  the  collection  thereof  with  the  following 
results : — 
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Item.  Reyenue.       .      cSlecUon.     ■     ProportioD. 


Dollard  paper.  |  Dollai's  paper.  I  Per  cent. 

Stamped  paper         ..          ..         5,301.370  31,246       !            0*6 

Internal  taxes           ..          ..'       9,471,814       |  197,779                   2'1 

Customs  duties         . .          . .  I     88,002,622  8,496,302                   4  0 

Undiax        7,793.023       [  84,224       i             1 -1 


The  above  calculations  show  that  the  collection  of    customs 
duties  is  the  one  which  falls  most  heavily  on  the  Government. 

The  task  of  drawing  up  this  report  has  been  greatly  facilitated  OondMoiu 
by  the  valuable  advice  and  information  given  on  many  intricate 
points  by  Senor  E.  Hansen,  and  by  Mr.  Akers,  correspondent  of 
the  "  Times."  Without  this  kind  aid  the  work  would  have  lost 
much  of  the  completeness  and  accuracy  which  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  attain. 


Appendix. 

FuU  Text  of  the  Laws  for  the  Conversion  of  the  Paper  Currency  into 
Grold,  as  promulgated  on  Novernier  4,  1899. 

The  Chambers  of  Congress  of  the  Nation  sanction  the  following 
law: 

Art.  1st. — The  nation  shall  convert  the  entire  amount  of  the 
notes  in  circulation  into  national  gold  dollars  at  the  rate  of 
44  c.  gold  per  dol.  paper. 

Art.  2nd. — The  Executive  shall  hereafter  decree  with  three 
months'  anticipation,  the  date  of  such  conversion  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

Art.  3rd. — The  Executive  shall  begin  to  form  a  metallic  reserve 
fund,  under  the  name  of  "  conversion  fund,"  which  is  to  serve 
exclusively  as  a  guarantee  for  the  said  conversion. 

Art.  4th. — For  the  formation  of  this  "conversion  fund"  the 
following  amounts  are  to  be  reserved : — 

1st. — 5  per  cent,  additional  duties  on  imports. 
2nd. — ^The  profits  of  the  Bank  of  the  Nation. 
3rd. — The  annual   net    proceeds  of    the  liquidation   of    the 
National  Bank  after  payment  of  the  costs  of  liquidation, 
the  debts  of  the  bank  and  the  service  of  the  bonds. 
4th. — The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Andine  and  Toma 

Railways.* 
5th. — The  6,967,650  dol.  gold  in  national  cedulas  belonging 

to  the  nation. 
6th  — ^Whatever  may  be  voted  annually  for  this  object  by  the 
budget  of  the  nation. 

*  These  railways  were  recentlj  offered  for  sale,  but  at  the  date  fixed  for 
entertaming  proposals  none  were  fcrthoomiog. 
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Art.  5th. — The  beforementioned  amounts  are  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  in  the  following  form,  and  at  the 
respective  dates  mentioned : — 

1st. — The   proceeds   of   the   5    per  cent,  additional  duty  on 
imports  shall  be  deposited  daily  in  the  Bank  of  the  Nation 
or  its  branches,  from  the  date  of  the  present  Bill. 
2nd. — The  profits  of  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  shall  be  ascertained 
half-yearly  by  the  bank  itself,  be  converted  into  gold  and 
credited  to  the  "  conversion  fund." 
3rd. — The  surplus  resulting  from  the  annual  liquidation  of  the 
National  Bank  shall  be  paid  to  the  Bank  of  the  Nation,  be 
converted  into  gold  and  similarly  credited. 
4th. — The   6,967,650   dol.  gold  in   national  cedulas  shall  be 
negotiated  by  the  Executive  with  the  National  Hypothecary 
Bank,  and  the  proceeds  paid  to  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  on 
the  dates  which  may  be  deemed  most  convenient. 
5th. — The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Andine  and  Toma  Rail- 
ways  shall  be   paid  when  received  to   the  Bank  of  the 
Nation. 
Art.  6tli. — The  Bank  of  the  Nation  shall  employ  the  "  con- 
version fund  "  exclusively  for  the  negotiation  of  drafts  on  foreign 
countries.     The  Executive  shall  make  special  regulations  for  this 
office. 

Art.  7th. — Until  the  decree  has  been  issued,  which  ii?  refeiTed 
to  in  Art.  2,  tixing  the  date  and  manner  of  effecting  the  conversion 
of  the  currency,  the  Caja  de  Conversion  shall  deliver  to  everyone 
who  may  solicit  notes  of  the  legal  currency  in  exchange  for  gold 
coin  in  the  proportion  before  mentioned,  and  shall  deliver  the  gold 
received  in  this  manner  to  those  who  solicit  it  in  exchange  tor 
paper  money  at  the  same  rate. 

A  special  account  of  the  paper  thus  issued  in  exchange  of  gold 
is  to  be  kept. 

Art.  8th. — The  gold  which  the  Caja  de  Conversion  receives  by 
this  conversion  of  paper  may  not  be,  under  any  circumstances, 
or  by  virtue  of  any  order,  used  for  any  other  purpose  save  that  of 
converting  notes  at  the  fixed  rate ;  under  the  personal  responsibility 
of  the  members  of  the  Caja  or  employes  who  may  consent  to  such 
act. 

Art.  9th. — The  taxes  payable  to  the  nation  in  gokl  or  paper 
money  may  be  paid  in  either,  indiflrriminately,  at  tlie  fixed  rat  *. 
Art*  10th. — Let  this  he  communicated. 

The  Chambers  of  Congress  of  the  Nation  sanction  the  following 
law: — 

Art.  1. — The  Executive  shall  acquire  from  the  Bank  of  the 
Nation  the  15,873,700  dol.  in  bonds  of  the  Internal  Loan  of  1891, 
law  2782,  which  the  bank  withdrew  from  circulation  in  fulfilment 
of  Article  30  of  its  organic  law.  These  bonds  shall  be  paid  for 
in  gold  or  in  bills  of  exchange  at  90  days  on  foreign  countries,  at 
the  rate  of  75  per  cent,  of  their  nominal  value  and  at  the  current 
rate  of  exchange. 
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Art.  2. — Out  of  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds  the  Bank  of  the 
Nation  shall  use  4,000,000  dol.  gold  as  metallic  capitaL 

Art  3.  The  Executive  is  authorised  to  negotiate,  at  home  or 
abroad,  the  sale  of  the  bonds  acquired  from  the  bank  in  fulfilment 
of  this  law. 

Art.  4. — Let  it  be  communicated,  &c. 
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Reference  to  previous  Beport,  Anrnud  Series  No.  2219. 


Seport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Bosariofor  the  Tear  1899 
By  Mb.  Consul  Huoh  M.  Mallet. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  OiBoe,  April  26, 1900.) 

I  predicted,  in  my  report  for  the  year  1898,  that  the  export  of  Berww  of 
grain,  including  wheat,  linseed,  and  maize  from  fiosario  and  its  ^'*^' 
subordinate  river  ports  would  probably  exceed  1,500,000  tons 
during  the  yecur  1899.  The  estimate  I  gave  has,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  proved  to  be  fairly  accurate ;  as,  from  information  I  have 
obtained  from  reliable  sources,  the  following  appears  to  have  been 
the  quantity  exported,  viz. : — 


W^heat 

Linseed 

Maue 


Quantity. 


Tong. 
1,200,000 
180,000 
260,000 


The  crop  is  a  record  one  for  this  country,  and  at  local  prices, 
viz.,  35  dol.  per  ton  for  wheat,  75  doL  for  linseed,  and  20  dol. 
for  maize  (on  board),  these  three  staples  of  produce  alone  represent 
the  large  sum  of  53,250,000  dol.  currency,  which  reduced  to  gold 
at  current  rate  of  exchange,  gives  4,630,434^.  sterling. 

The  handling  of  this  large  amount  of  gi*ain  has  provided  good 
employment  to  the  labouring  classes  throughout  the  year,  and 
trade  generally  has  been  benefited. 

The  number  of  vessels  and  tonnage  entered  at  the  port  of 
Kosario  is  the  largest  on  record. 

The  weather  having  again  been  favourable,  the  wheat  and 
linseed  crops  for  1899-1900,  now  safely  harvested,  promise 
to.  be  about  25  per  cent,  less  in  quantity  to  the  1898-99 
crop,  but  the  grain  is  of  much  better  quality.  Prospects  iiitt 
therefore  brighter  than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past. 

The  financial  position  of  the  grain  farmers  which,  for  the 
reasons  explained  in  my  last  report,  had  become  unsatisfactory 
has  not,  unfortunately,  been  much  bettered  by  the  year's  excep- 
tionally good  harvest  This  is  attributable  to  the  improvement  in 
(557)  A  2 
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the  value  of  the  currency  in  which  the  farmers'  expenses  are  paid, 
as  also  to  the  high  rates  of  freight  for  shipping  that  have  ruled 
during  the  year  having  reduced  the  profits  on  grain  to  a  veiy 
small  margin. 

The  National  Congress,  apparently  fearing  that  any  further 
appreciation  of  the  paper  currency  might  seriously  affect  agri- 
cultural interests,  passed  a  conversion  law  fixing  the  value  of  the 
paper  dollar,  pro  tern.,  at  44  c.  gold.  The  result  is  that  gold  has 
been  kept  at  a  premiimi  which  it  otherwise  could  not  have  main- 
tained under  the  present  favourable  circumstances. 

The  following  statistics  will  assist  to  show  the  improvement  a 
good  harvest  has  made  in  the  trade  of  this  port : — 


Detailed 
Taliie  of 
importB. 


Official  Value  of  Imports  during  the  Years  1897  and  1899. 


Valae. 

ArticleB. 

1897 

1899 

(Bad  Hanrest). 

(Good  Harvest). 

Dollars  gold. 

Dollars  gold. 

Lire-stock 

•  • 

900 

ProvisionB           

1,266,382 

1,609,480 

Wines  and  spirits 

816,116 

396,914 

Tobacco 

317,720 

124,657 

Spun  and  woren  goods'. . 

848,066 

1,653,566 

Beady-made  clothing    . . 

84,462 

126,779 

Drugs,  &c 

316,749 

407,718 

Lumber,  &e 

553,453 

831,867 

Stationerj,  6ui 

130,517 

123,761 

Hardware,     agricultural     ma- 

chineiy            

1,011,996 

1,961,960 

Build iuf^  material 

1,611,681 

1,666,339 

Motal  wares,  &c. 

12,399 

99,889 

Glas*,  CRKjkciy,  &c 

259,858 

197,284 

Combustibles 

483,727 

588,032 

Sundnes 

199,215 

358,567 

Total 

7,412,360 

10,137,213 

NoTB. — 6*04  dol.  gold  =  1/. 

Showing  a  difference  of  2,724,853  doL  equal  to  37  per  cent,  in 
favour  of  1899. 

The    ofiBcial    value    of    imports     for     1898     amounted     to 
10,128,403  dol.  gold. 
Kemarkson  The  forgoing  table  refers   only  to    merchandise    imported 

imports.  direct  to  Rosario,  ar  d  does  not  include  purchases  by  local  firms 
made  in  Buenos  Ayres.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  reliable  data  as 
to  the  value  of  these,  but  owing  to  the  facility  of  credit  oflTered  by 
Buenos  Ayres  merchants,  a  considerable  trade  in  the  purchase  of 
imported  merchandise  for  the  requirements  of  this  and  the  interior 
provinces  is  carried  on. 
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Official  Value  of  the  Principal  Exports  (Eosario  Custom-House  Exports, 
only)  for  the  Years  1897  and  1899.  DotaUed 

Talne  of 

expoHs, 


Value. 

Articles. 

1897 
(Bad  HarTcst). 

1899 
(Good  Hni-ve*t). 

Hides,  horns,  hair,  wool,  &c 

Agricaltural  products— 

Natire  industries — 

Bones,  bone  ash,  lard,  &c 

Timber,  wood,  &c 

Minerals  (transit  trade) 

Sundries 

Dollars  gold. 
4,110,238 

8,413,163 

97,846 
79,316 
38,821 

Dollars  gold. 
3,078,015 

30,832,387 

2,298,036 

57,271 

104,303 

879,994 

Total 

12,739,884 

36,750,606 

NoTB.— The  official  Talue  of  exports  for  the  jear  1898  amount  to  22,172,342 
dol.  gold. 

The  above  figures  fully  support  the  statement  I  have  made  in  a  previous 
report,  that  the  tnuie  of  this  district  depends  almost  entirely  on  the  result  of  the 
luurvest. 

Table  showing  the  Principal  Exports  from  Eosario  Port  during    Table  oP 
the  Years  1898-99.  exports. 


Articles. 


Wheat 
Linseed 
Maize.  •  • . 

Flour.. 
Bran  .. 
Sugar .  • 

Quebracho  wood 
Hay    .. 
Wool.. 
Dry  hides 
Salted  hides  . . 


Tons 


Bales 
Number 


Quantity. 


1898. 


883,180 
73,696 

140,707 

4,820 

25,403 

16,275 

19,353 

563,512 
14,197 

553,314 

149,398 


1899. 


883,583 
97,731 

232,307 

7,256 

26,489 

21,457 

11,366 

700,621 
12,502 

550,763 

120,451 


The  following  are  the  receipts  of  the  Eosario  Custom-House  Custom-house 
during  the  Years  specified : —  receipts. 


Year. 


Amount. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Dollars  gold. 
1,904,506 
2,074,463 
2,870,828 
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Foveiftf' 

how 
diatributei. 


Foreign  commerce  has  been  distributed  as  foUows  during  the 
years  1897  and  1899  :— 


Oountrj. 


Africa   •• 
Oevmany 
Belgium 
Bndl   .. 


Chili 

Spain 

UruguaT 

United  SI 

Franoe  •• 

United  Kingdom 

Italj     .. 

Paraguaj 

Sweden .  • 

Portugal  and  St.  Yin- 

cent  (orders) 
Other  countries 

Total     . 


1897. 


Imports. 


Dol.  gold. 

688,796 

600,888 

165,671 

68,148 


418,197 

816,681 

9,695 

1,072,868 

608,096 

296,188 

10,016 


2,911,898 


7,412,360 


Exports. 


Dol.  gold. 

910 

680,027 

604,870 

1,606,198 

226,177 

118,470 

28,006 

8,089,886 


2,874,186 

106,984 

16,267 


1,768,686 
969,882 


1899. 


Imports. 


12,739,384 


Dol.  gold. 

1,460,194 

666,469 

60,850 

91,699 

48,812 

268,503 

1,839,888 

66,857 

2,252,778 

906,049 

291,677 

17,680 


2,709,407 


10,137,213 


Exports. 


Dol.  gold. 
267,867 
8.144,888 
8  568,012 
2,095,481 


827,806 

278,701 
8,294,764 

178,801 
7,620,634 

387,660 
90,616 


14,446,066 
1,066,820 


86,760,606 


Shipping.  Betubn  of  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Bosario  during  the 

Year  1899. 

Steam  and  Saiung. 


Oountrj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British  Empire 

G^ermanj 

Italy        

United  Stetes 

Norway 

Denmark 

Areentina          

Holland 

Spain 

Austria-Hungary 

Sweden   ••         

Various 

609 

106 

69 

56 

36 

18 

11 

6 

7 

4 

4 

8 

778,977 

202,536 

90,876 

36,803 

82,226 

19,141 

9,814 

5,779 

10,976 

5,599 

5,191 

8,448 

Total 

834 

1,204,859 

^OTX.— The  same  number  of  vessels  may  be  said  to  have  cleared  from  this 
port  during  the  year. 
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Ovdng  to  the  difficulties  frequently  created  bj  the  crixnp?  Adyice  to 
at  this  port,  shipowners  should  be  careful  to  insert  in  the  articles  thipowMw. 
of  agreement  with  their  seamen  the  usual  clause  referring  dispute^ 
to  the  decision  of  the  Consular  officer  abroad.     If  this  be  done 
the  local  authorities  will  not  feel  called  upon  to  intervene,  and 
shipmasters  will  be  saved  much  inconvenience. 

Freights  during  1899  for  Grain  for  St.  Vincent  for  Orders.      Freiglua. 


Month. 

Rates  of  Freight. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

January  ••         ••         •• 

FebrmuT 

March 

^?  ::    ::    ::    :: 

June        

July        .. 

August 

September          

October 

NoTember          

December           

£   #.   d. 
12    6 
12    6 
116 

0  18    0 
12    0 

1  2    0 

14  0 
16    0 

16  6 
1  10    0 

17  0 

15  0 

£   «.    d, 
14    0 
14    0 
12    6 
10    0 
12    0 
12    0 

16  0 

17  0 
1  12    0 
1  11    6 

18  6 
16    0 

Average  of  Gold  Premium  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Mouth. 


January  .. 
February. , 
Murah  •< 
April 
May  ., 
June  .. 
July 

August  .. 
September 
October  •• 
KoYember 
December 


1898. 


Average  of 
gold  premium. 


164-11 

108-14 

164 

118-70 

167-87 

119-16 

165-80 

128-86 

160-20 

124-68 

167-63 

118-69 

174-74 

113  15 

171-24 

126  -70 

168 

185  15 

149-84 

187-92 

126-08 

136-07 

112-66 

128-90 

The  amount  of  wheat  for  export  during  the  year  1900  from  Agriculture, 
the  whole  country  will,  I  believe,  amount  to  1,300,000  tons,  of  <^P 
which  Eosario  and  river  ports  will  probably  contribute  850,000  i^^^^' 
tons.     The  grain  is,  as  I  have  stated,  of  superior  quality.  i900.  ° 

A  larger  area  of  linseed  was  sown,  the  grain  is  of  very  good  Wheat, 
quality,  and  the  amount  for  export  will  probably  exceed  last  ^^^''®®^' 
year's  export  by  about  10  per  cent. 

About  the  same  quantity  of  maize  was  sown  as  last  year,  but  Maize. 
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as  the  harvesting  of  this  crop  does  not  commence  until  May,  and 
the  result  depends  so  much  on  the  weather,  it  is  too  soon  to  fore- 
tell the  amount  there  will  be  for  export.  The  recent  drought  and 
exceptionally  hot  weather  is  said  to  have  caused  some  damage, 
so  that  it  is  probable  the  yield  will  not  be  nearly  so  large  as  last 
year. 

For  some  years  past  the  residents  of  this  and  other  provincevS 
of  the  interior,  which  are  dependent  on  the  port  of  Eosario,  have 
frequently  approached  the  National  Government,  pointing  out  the 
necessity,  owing  to  the  increasing  trade,  of  improving  the  port  and 
dredging  the  chnnnel,  including  that  of  Martin  Garcia,  the  entrance 
to  the  Eiver  Parana. 

Unfortunately  the  promises  that  have  from  time  to  time  been 
made  by  the  National  Government  to  carry  out  the  works,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  have  not  yet  been  fulfilled,  but  during  the 
past  year  a  number  of  influential  people  have  again  approached 
the  National  Government,  and  renewed  the  request  apparently 
with  some  effect,  as  Congress  has  sanctioned  the  expenditure  of  a 
sum  of  money,  said  to  be  1,500,000  dol.  gold,  towards  the  carrying 
out  of  the  works,  and  the  contract  has,  I  understand,  been  given 
to  a  Buenos  Ayres  tii-m. 

No  public  works  of  any  importance  have  been  initiated  during 
the  year.  As  regards  shipping,  tlie  facilities  now  offered  to  vessels, 
for  both  discharging  and  loadin.u,  liave  been  much  improved, 
thereby  affording  them  a  quicker  despatch. 

There  is  every  probability  of  the  various  tramway  lines  being 
worked  by  electricity,  a  company  with  British  capital  having 
arranged  with  the  present  owneis  for  their  purchase.  The  matter 
now  depends  on  the  municipality  granting  the  necessary  con- 
cession. 

A  provincial  law  has  been  passed  making  civil  registration 
obligatory. 

As  showing  the  large  business  done  in  agricultural  machinery 
in  recent  years,  I  may  state  that  the  authorities  of  Santa  F6 
province  alone  claim  to  have  collected  tax  this  year  on  1,450 
threshing  machines  actually  employed  in  threshing  the  grain  crop. 

The  arrivals  during  the  year  have  not  been  important,  Italians 
and  Spaniards,  the  former  principally  of  the  farming  class,  having 
only  slightly  exceeded  last  year's  arrivals. 
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Reference  to premous  Report^  Annual  Series  No,  2381. 


Report  on  the  Agricvlturcd  and  GominerdcU  Co^idition  of  the 
Argentine  Republic  for  the  Year  1899  hy  Mr,  F,  8.  Clarke, 
Secretary  of  Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  July  4,  1900.) 

In  the  report  sent  to  the  Foreign  Office  in  January  last*,  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Argentine  Eepublic  was,  so  far  as  possible, 
alone  examined.  It  is  proposed  in  the  present  paper  to  note 
briefly  some  other  facts  of  general  interest  connected  with  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  country,  such  as  the  increase  in  its 
foreign  trade,  the  development  of  its  agricultural  resources,  the 
extension  of  its  railways,  the  amount  of  foreign  capital  invested, 
&c. 

The  year  1899  was  one  of  great  amcultural  and  commercial 

prosperity  for   the  Eepublic.    A  good  harvest   allowed   of   an 

•increased  exportation  of  cereals,  especially  of  wheat,  while  the 

high  price  of  wool  in  the  European  markets  was  all  in  favour  of 

the  Argentine  exporter. 

The  foreign  trade  returns  for  the  last  five  years  give  a  good 
idea  of  the  progress  made  in  the  production  and  wealth  of  this 
country. 

The   value  of  impoits  during  the  last    five    years    W6ts  as  Foreign  trade 
follows : —  Iraporti. 


Value. 


Dollars  gold.t 

1895 :  95,096,438 

1896 112,163,591 

1897 1  98,288,948 

1898 I  107,428,900 

1S99 ..         ...  116,860,671 

i 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  imports  in  1899  exceeded 
that  of  the  previous  year  by  over  9,420,000  dol.  gold.  This  in- 
crease may  be  ascribed  to  the  greater  acquiring  power  of  the 
country  owing  to  the  good  harvest. 

Examining  the  statistics  showing  the  various  articles  imported 
in  the  last  two  years  we  find  that  the  increase  is  principally  in 

*  No.  2381  Annual  Series.  f  6  gold  dol.  —  IL  approximately. 
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textile  goods  (some  5,600,000  dol.  gold,  of  which  woollen  goods 
give  some  1,500,000  dol.  gold ;  cotton  goods,  over  1,000,000  doL 
gold :  and  sacking,  almost  2,300,000  dol.  gold) ;  in  timber  (pine), 
articles  made  of  wood,  coal,  &c.  A  slight  diminution  took  place 
under  the  head  of  live  stock,  animal  and  vegetable  products,  and 
liquors.    ' 

The  following  table  shows  the  values    of  imports  from  the 
different  countries : — 


Table  showing  Value  of  Articles  Imported  into  the  Argentine 
Republic  from  the  Undermentioned  Countries. 


CouDtrT. 


Value. 


1898. 


United  Kingdom 

Italy 

G-ermanj.  •         .  • 

United  States    . . 

France    • .         •  • 

Belgium  • . 

Brazil 

Spain 

Paraguay 

Uruguay . .  • . 

Holland.. 

Chile 

Portugal . .  • . 

Bolivia    . . 

Antilles  .. 

Various  countries 

Total 


Dol.  gold. 

39,012,600 

13,695,241 

12,671,116 

11,129,065 

10,596,725 

9,449,981 

5,012,115 

3,315,470 

1,757.436 

470,901 

109,881 

82,772 

74,984 

67,208 

27,643 

65,759 


107,428,900 


1899. 


Dol.  pold. 

48,671,421 

13,780,072 

12,979,937 

15,466,846 

10,979,690 

9,410,479 

4,806,116 

3,197,882 

1,371,649 

606,967 

143,056 

142,309 

98,003 

78,385 

44,098 

173,761 


116,860,671 


It  may  be  noted  from  the  above  that  the  United  Kingdom 
increased  the  value  of  her  imports  by  some  4,650,000  dol.  gold,  or 
12  per  cent.,  while  the  United  States  increased  the  value  of  their 
imports  by  38  per  cent.,  taking  the  second  place  after  Great 
Britain  in  order  of  importance.  This  is  due  largely  to  the 
increased  shipment  to  this  country  of  electrical  appliances,  of 
agricultural  implements,  machinery,  &c. 

The  development  in  imports  shows  itself  very  clearly  in  the 
customs  receipts,  which  rose  from  28,198,803  dol.  gold  in  1898  to 
36,685,224  dol.  gold  in  1899,  or  a  difference  of  some  8,400,000 
dol.  gold ;  out  of  these  amounts  specific  duties  produced  in  each 
year  over  10,000,000  dol.  gold. 
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The  total  value  of  exports  during  the  last  five  years  was  in —     Bxporu. 

Value. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Dollars  gold. 
120,067,790 
116,802,016 
101,169,299 
133,829,458 
184,917,531 


The  difference  in  the  year  1899  was  therefore  51,088,073  doL 
gold.  It  is  entirely  owing  to  the  increase  of  exports  under  the  head  of 
animal  products  (29,550,000  dol.  gold),  of  which  wool  alone 
accounts  for  some  25,700,000  dol.  gold,  and  to  the  increased 
exportation  of  agricultural  products,  of  which  wheat  shows  a 
difference  to  the  good  in  value  of  some  16,000,000  dol.  gold,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  amount  of  wool  exported  in  1899  was  237,111  tons,  or 
only  15,825  tons  more  than  in  1898,  and  it  is  entirely  due  to  the 
high  prices  prevalent  in  the  European  markets  that  the  increase 
of  25,700,000  dol.  gold  has  been  obtained.  It  was  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  that  the  exportation  of  wool  reached  its 
maximum — 99,380  tons;  of  this,  had  it  not  been  for  the  high 
prices,  some  30,000  tons  would  probably  have  been  shipped  only 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1900.  A  decline  in  this  year's  value  of 
exports  may  therefore  be  expected. 

The  export  of  live-stock  shows  a  diminution  of  some  1,100,000 
dol.  gold  (half  of  which  took  place  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year), 
and  may  be  attributable  to  the  difficulties  and  want  of  shipping 
and  to  the  high  freights  demanded.  It  should,  however,  be 
observed  that  this  very  .considerable  diminution  was  due,  not  to  a 
fall  in  prices,  but  to  the  small  quantity  of  live-stock  exported 
(some  34,000  sheep,  47,000  cows,  and  7,000  horses  less  than  in  the 
previous  year). 

As  regards  agricultural  products,  some  1,068,000  more  tons  of 
wheat  were  exported  in  1899  than  in  the  previous  year;  also 
399,000  more  tons  of  maize;  59,000  more  tons  of  linseed;  and 
almost  double  the  number  of  tons  of  flour  (about  59,500  tons, 
as  compared  with  32,000  tons). 

The  value  of  exports  from  the  Argentine  Republic  to  the 
different  countries  was  as  follows : — 
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Wheat. 
Its 

onltiyation 
and  export. 


Conntrj. 


France        .  • 

OennaiiT    .  • 

United  fcingdom   . 

Belgium 

Brazil 

United  States 

Italy 

Chile 

BoliTia 

Spain 

Uruguay     •  •  4 

Holland'      . . 

Antilles 

Paraguay    . . 

Poi-tugal      .. 

Various  countries  . 

To  order     . . 


Value. 


1898. 


1899. 


Total 


Dol.  gold. 

DjI.  gold. 

29,981,056 

41,440,747 

20,286,388 

29,433,663 

19,205,928 

21,721,591 

18,949,751 

24,478,370 

7,916,301 

7,041,668 

5,874,295 

7,667,523 

5,256,064 

4,926,612 

1,354,494 

659,9^4 

408,813 

332,129 

387,998 

1,765,391 

3,683,275 

3,481,348 

331,232 

1,481,626 

162,397 

265,939 

144,108 

177,974 

11,597 

72.184 

7,846,673 

11,421,567 

17,029,14S 

26,543,375 

133,829.458 

184,917,531 

From  the  very  considerable  increase  in  the  value  of  exports  to 
France,  Germany,  and  Belgium  some  idea  is  gained  of  the  im- 
portant part  played  by  the  high  or  low  price  of  wool  in  Argentine 
exports. 

The  war  in  South  Africa  has  opened  up  a  new  market  for 
Argentine  exports.  Thus,  during  last  year  some  46,000  tons  of 
maize  and  nearly  20,000  tons  of  hay  (alfalfa)  were  shipped  to  Cape 
Colony;  some  12,200  hoises*  and  2,169  head  of  cattle,  9,650  sheep, 
and  874  mules  have  already  been  forwarded  to  the  same 
destination. 

Tlie  customs  receipts  on  exports  shdw  a  difference  between 
those  of  1898  (2,472,448  dol.  gold),  and  those  of  the  last  yeai- 
(2,703,661  dol.  gold)  of  only  231,213  dol.  gold. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Buenos  Ayres  "  Standard  "  of 
August  22  last,  giving  a  summary  of  a  report  issued  by  the 
Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture  may  be  found  of  interest : — 

*'  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  published  a  statistical  report 
showing  the  rapid  progress  of  wheat  cultivation  during  the  last 
10  years,  the  losses  sustained  from  locust  invasions,  hailstorms, 
rain,  drought,  frosts,  &c.,  the  quantity  exported,  and  the  quantity 
used  for  consumption  and  seed.  In  1890-91  the  area  sown  with 
wheat  was  1,200,000  hectares,!  but  in  the  aggregate  the  crop  was 
lost  on  351,000  hectares  from  atmospheric  causes,  and  the  quantity 
harvested  was  only  764,000  tons,  of  which  351,000  were  exported. 
In  the  following  year  1,320,000  hectares  were  sown,  264,000  were 
non-productive,   the   production   rose  to   950,000   tons,  and   the 

•  Actual  figures,  March  30,  1900 :  3,097  hones  sent  bj  private  firms,  9,202 
horses  sent  by  the  Remount  Commission,  and  2,440  njw  loading. 

t  1  hectare  =  2i  acres  approzimatelj. 
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exportation  to  497,000  tons.  In  1892-93  the  wheat  area  was 
1,600,000  hectares,  of  which  only  50,000  hectares  were  wasted, 
the  crop  reached  1,693,000  tons  and  the  exportation  1,162,000 
tons.  The  harvest  of  1893-94  was  the  best  that  has  been  known 
except  that  of  the  past  season:  1,850,000  hectares  were  sown, 
only  73,000  hectares  were  non-productive,  and  the  quantity 
harvested  was  2,187,000  tons,  of  which  1,667,000  tons  were 
exported.  In  each  of  the  four  following  years  the  quantity  of 
land  sown  with  wheat  was  about  2,000,000  hectares,  but  the 
locusts  commenced  their  ravages  and  destroyed  the  crops  over  a 
vast  area,  the  estimates  being  110,000,  550,000,  910,000,  and 
500,000  hectares  respectively  ;  besides  which,  hailstorms  destroyed 
the  crops  on  32,400,  182,000,  67,600,  and  38,000  hectares  respec- 
tively ;  and  the  destruction  from  other  atmospheric  causes  extended 
over  65,600,  62,000,  252,400,  and  50,000  hectares.  Therefore,  the 
quantity  harvested  fell  successively  to  1,613,000  tons  in  1894-95, 
1,130,000  tons  in  1895-96,  and  693,000  tons  in  1897-98.  This 
was  the  turning-point ;  two-thirds  of  the  crop  were  lost,  but  the 
warfare  carried  on  against  the  locusts  reduced  their  ravages  in 
the  following  season  to  500,000  hectares.  Last  season  there  was 
a  further  reduction  to  115,000  hectares,  but  hailstorms  destroyed 
150,000  hectares,  and  rain,  frost,  &c.,  160,000  hectares.  The 
area  sown  with  wheat  had,  however,  increased  to  3,200,000  hectares 
(the  farmers  having  recovered  their  courage  from  the  results  of 
the  operations  against  the  locusts).  The  quantity  harvested  in 
1897-98  was  1,271,000  tons,  and  the  exportation,  which  had  fallen 
successively  to  1,067,000,'  593,000,  and  160,000  tons,  rose  to 
695,000  tons.  The  production  of  the  last  season  was,  as  we  stated 
a  few  days  ago,  about  2,400,000  tons,  of  which  1,243,000  tons  had 
been  exported  up  to  latest  date,  and,  as  the  quantity  required  for 
consumption  and  seed  is  now  about  600,000  tons,  there  must  be 
still  about  550,000  tons  available  for  exportation.  The  calculation 
of  losses  is  made  on  the  basis  of  900  kilos,  per  hectare  as  a  normal 
crop,  and  the  balance  of  the  deficit,  after  deducting  the  *  destruction 
of  locusts '  and  *  hailstorms  *  given  by  the  statistics  of  the  *  locust 
committees '  and  the  agricultural  insurance  companies,  is  attributed 
to  rain,  drought,  frost,  &c.  Thus,  as  with  most  statistics,  there  is 
much  guess-work  in  the  calculations,  but  the  results  are  sufficiently 
accurate  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  one  year  with  another.  As 
regards  the  necessity  of  irrigation  for  wheat-growing,  it  may  be 
said,  in  general  terms,  tliat  it  is  not  required  in  the  region  to  tiie 
east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  point  of  intersection  of  lat.  35  and 
long.  65  W.  of  Greenwich,  and  passing  through  Sampacho  and 
Quiliuo  in  the  province  of  C6rdoba,  the  province  of  Santiago  del 
Estero,  terminating  at  Yavi  in  the  province  of  Jujuy,  excepting,  of 
course,  the  lands  which,  from  their  elevation  or  bad  quality,  are 
not  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  cereals.  With  irrigation,  wheat 
can  be  grown  to  advantage  in  the  provinces  of  Jujuy,  Salta, 
Catamarca,  Riqja,  San  Luis,  Mendoza,  San  Juan,  Cordoba,  and 
Santiago  del  Estero,  and  in  the  national  territories  of  Neuquen, 
Eio  Negro,  Chuput,  and  Santa  Cniz.     Wheat  and  maize  have  been 
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grown  on  the  same  land  during  the  same  season  in  Misiones  and 
the  north  of  Oorrientes,  by  sowing  the  wheat  in  April  or  May  and 
harvesting  it  in  October  or  November;  the  maize,  sown  in 
November  or  December,  being  harvested  in  February  or  March." 

In  a  subsequent  report  on  the  harvest  of  1898-99  issued  in 
January  last  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  further  statistics 
are  adduced  to  show  the  growing  importance  of  the  cultivation 
and  export  of  wheat.  The  conclusions  arrived  at  in  this  work, 
which  is  the  first  of  its  kind,  is  that  3,200,000  hectares  may 
be  looked  upon  as  the  area  at  present  under  wheat  cultivation,  as 
compared  with  the  1,202,000  hectares  in  1891-92,  or  an  increase 
of  more  than  150  per  cent,  in  eight  years. 

The  following  calculations  are  made  for  last  year : — 

Area.  Quantitj.  Total. 


Hectares.  Tons.  Tons. 

Production        |  ..  I  ..  2,857,188 

Area  under  cultivation  . .  . .      3,037,701 

Export  of  wheat  up  to  December  20,  '  i 

1899 ;  ..  1,725,000     , 

Export  of  flour  |  . .  80,000 

Home  consumption —  I 

4,645,000  inhabitants,  at  183  kilos.  | 

per  inhabitant '  ..  618,000 

Seed  for  8,200,000  hectares  (the  area 

for  this  jear)  at  65  kilos,  per  hectare  '  •  •  208,000 


2,631,000 


This  would  leave,  to  make  up  the  total  of  2,857,138  tons  at 
which  last  year's  harvest  is  put,  some  226,000  tons  to  be  accounted 
for.  It  is  possible  that  this  surplus  has  remained  in  the  country 
with  a  view  to  disposal  later  on. 

Judging  from  the  above  statistics,  it  may  not  perhaps  be  too 
optimistic  to  put  the  probable  total  export  of  wheat  for  the 
present  year  at  some  2,000,000  tons,  and  to  expect  that  the 
development  in  this  branch  of  agricultural  industry  will  not  only 
maintain  itself  but  will  spread  rapidly.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  last  year  the  price  of  wheat  was  exceptionally  low  in  the 
European  markets.  The  difference  in  prices  of  cereals  in  1898 
as  compared  with  1899  caused,  it  is  calculated,  a  loss  of  over 
23,800,000  dol  gold  in  the  value  of  exports.  Had  prices  been  as 
favourable  for  agricultural  produce  as  they  were  for  animal 
products,  the  export  value  of  the  fonner  would  have  risen  to 
89,000,000  dol.  gold,*  a  fact  which  shows  how  advantageous  it 
would  be  for  Argentina  to  devote  all  its  energies  to  agriculture. 
Better  prices  can  be  confidently  expected  in  years  to  come,  and 
as  the  production  of  wheat  in  this  country,  owing  to  the  amount 
of  available  land,  depends  solely  on  the  requisite  influx  of  capital 
and  immigiation  there  would  scarcely  be  any  limit  to  the  possi- 

*  These  caleulations  are  taken  from  tbe  "Buenoa  A^res  Handels-Zeituug  "  of 
February  10,  1200. 
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bilities  of  the  future.  A  writer  in  the  "Pais,"  a  newspaper 
recently  started  as  the  organ  of  the  "  national  industries  "  party, 
goes  so  far  as  to  affirm  that  Argentina  (which  10  years  ago  was 
an  unknown  factor  in  the  market  of  the  world  as  a  producer  of 
wheat)  is  now  coming  into  almost  as  prominent  notice  as  the 
United  States  of  America. 

In  support,  of  his  arguments  the  writer  recalls  the  fact  that 
some  two  years  ago  the  German  Government,  being  desirous  of 
knowing  the  capabilities  of  Argentina  for  growing  wheat,  sent 
out  a  special  expert  to  report  on  the  subject.  After  an  exhaus- 
tive investigation  the  expert  came  to  the  conclusion  that  some 
64,000,000  hectares  (160,000,000  acres)  was  the  amount  of  land 
available  for  producing  wheat.*  Though  much  of  this  land  is  at 
present  used  as  grazing  ground  for  cattle,  tlie  cultivation  of  wheat 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  only  the  effect  of  driving  cattle  raising 
to  the  vast  ten-itories  in  the  west  and  in  the  south  which  are 
admirably  suited  for  pasture.  Indeed,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this 
phenomenon  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  already  going  on.  Taking  a 
somewhat  lower  estimate,  it  is  stated  that  the  area  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  wheat  could,  at  any  rate,  be  extended  to  about  15  times  its 
present  size. 

The  stability  of  the  cuiTency  (if  it  continues)  will  also  tend, 
it  is  claimed  by  partisans  of  the  currency  law,  to  improve  the 
outlook  for  the  farmer,  the  great  fall  in  the  price  of  gold  in 
summer  and  its  rise  in  the  winter  being  avoided. 

The  cultivation  of  wheat  and  its  export  from  this  country  is  Grain 
being  gradually  promoted  and  improved.  The  extension  of  rail-  Elevators, 
ways  has  done  much  already  in  the  last  few  years  to  assist  ^^"'  ^^* 
matters  as  regards  transport.  There  is  still  an  urgent  want  of 
grain  elevators  in  different  centres  of  production  and  export  and 
10  or  12  more,  at  the  least,  are  needed.  Argentine  wheat  may  be 
said  to  have  always  been  characterised  by  quantity  and  not 
quality,  and  this  defect  would  to  a  great  extent,  of  course,  be 
remedied  by  the  establishment  of  more  grain  elevators  and  store- 
houses. That  the  Government  is  fully  aware  of  this  want  is  seen 
from  the  fact  of  their  having  presented  a  bill  to  Congress  on  this 
subject,'  and  of  their  having  already  granted  a  concession  to  a 
private  firm  to  erect  grain  elevators  and  the  necessary  store- 
houses in  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres.  This  concession  (which  is 
prgbably  one  of  several  to  come)  is  for  the  period  of  40  years. 
No  rent  for  the  land  occupied  is  to  be  paid  for  the  first  five  years, 
after  which  the  question  of  rent  is  to  be  settled  eveiy  five  years. 
A  sum  of  300,000  dol.  gold  (60,000Z.)  at  least  is  to  be  expended  on 
the  works. 

The  extension  of  the  railways  in  the  last  two  years  has  been  Railwaj§. 
considerable,  about  1,000  kiloms.  of  line  having  been  laid  down 
during  that  period.     Of  these  1,000  kiloms.,  556  kiloms.  belong  to 

*  The  area  of  land  available  for  the  oullivation  of  wheat  has  been  put  at 
240,000,000  acres.  See  Mr.  Peel's  Beport  of  May,  1895,  Miscellaneous  Series 
No.  869. 
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the  "  Neuquen  "  section  of  the  southern  railway,  the  ceremony 
attending  the  opening  of  which  last  year  was  marred  by  floods ; 
233  kiloms.  to  the  branch  line  from  Lobos  to  25  de  Mayo,  and 
the  remaining  portion  to  the  Pergamino  branch  of  the  Central 
Argentine  and  to  the  last  section  of  the  railway  to  Rioja. 

The  railways  carried  1,800,000  more  passengers  and  nearly 
1,000,000  more  tons  of  cargo  in  1899  than  in  the  previous  year. 
Ijighfc  The  question  of  a  network  of  light-railways  in  some  of  the 

railwajB.  most  productive  districts  has  been  much  talked  of  lately,  but  so 
far  without  any  definite  result.  The  great  difficulty  has  been  to 
find  sufficient  capital  to  work  an  enterprise  of  this  kind.  A  con- 
cession has,  it  is  said^  been  granted  to  a  company  desirous  of 
laying  down  light  railways  between  Mar  del  Plata  and  Oliverria. 
Immigration.  The  immigration  in  1899  was  greater  than  that  of  auy  year 
previous  to  1890  (with  the  exception  of  1896)  and  amounted  to 
nearly  86,000,  among  whom  were  some  13,000  families  (consisting 
together  of  40,000  members)  who  had  come  to  this  country  solely 
for  purposes  of  agriculture.  About  30  per  cent,  of  these  immi- 
grants settled  in  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Santa  Fe,  5^ 
per  cent,  in  Mendoza,  4f  per  cent,  in  Entre  Rios,  2  per  cent  in 
Tucuman,  and  If  per  cent,  in  the  various  other  provinces.  Of  the 
total  number  of  immigrants  63  per  cent,  were  Italians  and  24  per 
cent.  Spanish. 
Foreiffn  As  even  an  approximate  calculation  of  the  amount  of  foreign 

capital  capital  invested  in   this   country   is   well   worth  attention,  the 


following  statistics  are  given  on  the  subject  :- 


Capital. 


Dol.  gold. 

Banks 32,331,901 

Bfkilwajs 

Tramways 

Farms,  cattle  ranches,  &c.,  belonging  to  companies 

Electric  light  and  gas  companies 


475,122,086 

29,970,017 

24.232,974 

17,666,0fi0 

Various  commercial  undertakings  . .  . .  . .  . .  I  35,009,675 


Total        '        614,322,712 


Putting  the  average  rate  of  interest  on  this  amount  at  4  per 
cent,  (which  is  certainly  a  fair  estimate)  it  will  be  found  that  fhe 
Argentine  Eepublic  pays  yearly  a  sum  of  about  24,572,900  dol. 
gold  as  interest  on  the  foreign  capital  invested  in  the  country. 

The  sum  of  614,322,712  doL  gold  does  not,  of  course,  include 
the  capital  held  here  by  many  foreign  private  companies,  firms, 
and  individuals,  the  total  amount  of  which  it  would  be  well  nigh 
impossible  to  estimate. 

It  is  asserted  by  some  authorities  that  it  may  taken  for  granted 
that  about  85  or  90  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  capital  invested  here 
is  British  capital.  This  calculation  must  not  be  accepted  as  a 
statement  of  actual  fact. 
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The  account  given  of  the  development  in  the  cultivation  of  OonduiioD. 
wheat  and  the  possibilities  of   future  prosperity  should  not  be 
taken  as  an  inducement  to  British  emigrants  to  come   to  this 
country  unless  under  special  conditions. 

The  warnings  given  on  the  subject  of  immigration  to  this 
KepubKc  in  all  recent  Consular  reports  still  hold  good.  Colony 
after  colony  has,  from  one  cause  or  another,  failed  in  its  purpose. 
The  relative  success  of  the  Welsh  settlers  at  Chubut  has  only  been 
attained  after  years  of  dire  privation  and  unstinted  labour  and 
energy. 
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Repo7't  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Buenos  Ayres  for  tlw.  Tear  1899 

By  Mr.  Vice-Consul  M.  Hankin. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  Julj  4, 1900.) 

The  past  year  has  been  on  ,the  whole  good  for  the  trade  and  introductory 
commerce  of  the  liiver  Plat^  Buenos  Ayres  has  participated  in  remarks, 
common  with  some  other  countries  in  the  exporting  of  food 
supplies  demanded  by  the  South  African  markets.  The  retail 
trade  to  all  outward  appearances  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the 
absence  of  failures  indicates  a  substantial  and  bond  fide  business 
stability.  The  custom-house  returns  of  exports  and  imports  show 
a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  as  regards  the  general  prosperity 
of  trade,  the  balance  being  largely  in  favour  of  this  country. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  imports  over  those  of  1898  is 
satisfactory  to  note,  as  far  as  European  markets  are  concerned, 
and  as  a  glance  at  Annex  C  will  show,  particularly  as  regards 
British  markets,  but  so  far  as  this  country  is  concerned,  the  increase 
in  the  value  of  exports  over  those  of  1898,  or  any  previous  year 
in  the  history  of  the  Eepublic,  is  more  so. 

The  enhanced  value  of  the  paper  currency  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  should  stimulate  trade  with  European  markets, 
and  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  imports  for  the  current  year 
may  fairly  be  anticipated,  though  the  possibilities  of  fluctuation 
in  the  paper  currency  of  the  country  is  always  apt  to  make 
merchants  cautious  as  to  large  purchases. 

The  various  branches  of  trade,  commerce,  and  agriculture  are 
dealt  with  in  this  report  under  their  respective  heads. 

Appended  is  a  table  marked  Annex  A,  showing  the  number  of  shipping, 
vessels  entering  the  port  and  their  tonnage.  From  this  table  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  steam  vessels  which  entered 
the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres  during  the  year  1899  was  1,253,  with  a 
tonnage  of  2,192,396  against  1,042  with  a  tonnage  of  1,825,402 
for  1898.  There  has  been  a  falling-off  in  the  number  and  tonnage 
of  sailing  vessels.  The  aggregate  increase  in  the  number  of  steam 
vessels  for  1899  is  made  up  principally  by  an  additional  123 
British  steamers  with  an  increase  of  252,486  tons  ;  British  sailing 
vessels  show  a  decrease  in  number  of  22  with  a  corresponding 
('558)  A  2 
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decrease  in  tonnage  over  the  figures  given  for  1898.  The  total 
British  inci*ease  in  tonnage  is  223,291  tons ;  German  tonnage 
shows  an  increase  in  sailing  vessels  but  a  decrease  in  steam 
tonnage ;  French  steam  tonnage  increased  by  nearly  30,000  tons ; 
Italian  tonnage  has  increased  by  20,000  tons  in  steam  but  shows  a 
falling- ofl'  of  18,000  tons  in  sailing  vessels;  American  sailing 
tonnage  has  decreased  by  5,000  tons  representing  13  vessels; 
Ai^entine  tonnage  shows  a  slight  increase  as  compared  with  1898. 
The  table  deals  with  the  oversea  tonnage,  Argentine  coasting  and 
river  tonnage  being  excluded. 

The  Argentine  Government  decreed  on  August  1  last,  a  set  of 
rules  und  regulations  to  be  observed  by  vessels  engaged  in  the 
export  and  import  trade  of  live  stock  in  this  country.  The  original 
regulations  have  since  been  modified. 

A  Bill  has  passed  Congress  to  extend  the  North  Channel  to  the 
outer  roads.  AH  vessels  that  can  pass  over  the  bar  at  Tunta  de 
Tndio  would  thus  be  able  to  enter  the  docks  through  the  direct 
channel,  afifording  a  saving  of  expense  and  time.  It  is  suggested 
that  tendei-8  for  the  work  of  dredging  should  be  invited,  though 
I  believe  that  nothing  definite  has  yet  been  done  in  this  matter. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  exports  from  the 
whole  Eepublic  compared  with  the  amount  exported  in  1898  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Wheat. 

Maise. 

Liiueed.  j     Wool. 

Floar. 

Hides. 

Hay. 

1899    

1898    

Tona. 

1,791.668 

682,244 

Tom. 

1,122,720 

768,286 

Toni.     ;     Balei. 
216.426    1   513,863 
164,ee0    1  614,230 

Tom. 
64,044 
26.626 

Number. 
3,384,139 
3,631,273 

Bales. 
885,163 
771,134 

Live  cattle, 
exports  of. 


Frozen 
mutton  and 
beef. 


Trade 
retumt. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  increase  in  the 
export  of  wheat  is  enormous,  being  over  1,000,000  tons  in  excess 
of  that  exported  in  1898.  Maize  also  shows  a  large  increase; 
wool  is  slightly  less,  but  the  enhanced  price  obtained  this  year, 
not  by  the  producer,  I  am  afraid,  but  by  the  "  middleman,"  was 
better  than  last  year.  Farmers  generally  sold  their  wool  on  a 
rising  market,  fearing  a  repetition  of  last  year's  experiences  when 
they  "  held  on,"  on  a  falling  market.  Flour  shows  an  increase  of 
over  100  per  cent. 

The  table  marked  Annex  B  gives  the  exports  of  live  cattle, 
showing  the  numbers  exported  and  the  countries  to  which  they 
were  exported. 

The  export  of  frozen  beef  and  mutton  is  a  trade  likely  to 
increase.  The  number  of  frozen  wethers  exported  during  1899 
amounted  to  1,959,564,  and  during  1898  to  2,500,757,  showing  a 
decrease  for  1899  of  541,193.  From  a  table  before  me  I  see  that 
the  Argentine  Eepublic  stands  second  in  the  list  of  the  countries 
supplying  the  United  Kingdom  with  frozen  mutton  and  lamb,  New 
Zealand  heading  it 

The  official  publication  of  the  trade  returns  for  1899  show 
that  the  imports  amounted  to  23,370,139/.,  or  an  increase  of 
1,884,359/.  over  those  of  1898. 
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The  exports  amounted  to  36,983,491/. 

The  distribution  of  trade,  Annex  0,  was  with  the  following 
countries  to  the  following  amounts  as  regards  both  imports  and 
exports. 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  Argentina  imported  Export*  and 
goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  value  of  848,991/.  more  iD^Po*** 
than  the  value  of  goods  imported  from  Germany,  France,  and 
the  United  States  together.  The  value  of  the  merchandise 
importeii  into  this  country  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  37*373 
per  cent,  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  France  is  by  far  the 
greatest  consumer  of  this  country  s  goods.  The  exports  "  for 
orders "  may  be  taken  to  be  divided  about  equally  between 
France,  Germany,  Belgium,  and  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
increase  in  the  total  value  of  imports  in  1899  as  compared  with 
1898  was  8*7  per  cent.,  and  the  increase  in  the  value  of  exports 
38-1  per  cent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  trade  borne  by  the  Percentage  of 
seven  countries  doing  the  largest  trade  with  this  country : —  *^"^^** 


Countrj. 


Percentage. 


Exports. 


France  , . 
Q-ermanj. . 
Belgium  «• 
United  Kingdom 
United  States  . 
Brazil  .  • 
Italy       .• 


Imports. 

9-4 
II  1 

81 
87-3 
13-2 

41 
11-8 


From  the  table  of  exports  and  imports,  Annex  C,  it  may  be 
seen  that  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  two  shows  a 
balance  in  favour  of  exports  from  this  country  to  the  amount  of 
13,613,352/.  for  the  year  1899. 

A  comparative  table  for  the  two  preceding  years  of  1898  and  increase  in 

1897  shows  the  following :—  export  yalues. 


*  Value. 

1898. 

1897. 

Exports 

Imports  •• 

£ 
26,765,891 
21,485,780 

20,233,859 
19,645,789 

Giving  as  a  result,  surplus  of 
exports  OTer  imports  of    .  • 

6,280,111 

688,070 

Thus  we  see  that  in  the  year  1899  the  balance  of  trade  in 
favour  of  this  country  has  been   increased   by   8,333,241/.  over 
1898,  which  is  proof,  substantial  enough,  of  the  increased  pros- 
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Importo: 

Coffee. 

Tea. 

Goal. 

BpiritB. 


Mineral 
waters. 
Bottled  beer. 

Coal,  increatjte 
in  prioe. 


Yarious 
exports, 
destination  of. 

Horset,  ex- 
portation  of. 


Population. 


Births  and 
deaths. 

Immigration. 


perity  of  the  country  during  the  past  year,  and  only  shows  what 
the  Republic  can  do  under  favourable  circumstances. 

The  imports  of  coffee  during  the  past  year  amounted  to  4,571 
tons ;  of  tea,  696  tons ;  of  coal,  678,033  tons,  as  compared  with 
784,682  tons  in  1898.  A  heavy  decrease  is  observed  in  the 
importation  of  spirituous  liquors.  Whisky  shows  a  decrease  of 
3,240  dozens  as  compared  with  1898  ;  brandy,  a  decrease  of  1 1,069 
litres,  or,  say,  2,075  gallons.  From  this  we  may  perhaps  imply 
that  the  local  distilleries  are  flourisliing.  Mineral  waters  and 
bottled  beer  show  an  increase  over  the  amount  imported  in 
1898. 

Owing  to  one  cause  or  another,  but  chiefly  to  the  war  in 
South  Airica,  coal  has  increased  in  price,  locally  about  50  per 
cent.  The  stock  on  hand  in  this  port  is  not  more  than  about 
200,000  tons  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  and  unless 
some  relief  is  felt  soon,  gas  companies  and  factories  of  all  sorts 
will  feel  the  strain,  and  ultimately  the  consumer. 

The  table.  Annex  D,  gives  the  destination  of  the  principal 
exports  from  this  Eepublic  during  the  year  1899  to  European, 
North  American,  African,  and  Brazilian  ports. 

Owing  to  the  war  in  South  Africa  a  large  number  of  horses 
were  purchased  by  the  Remount  Commission  and  others,  con- 
siderably increasing  this  business.  The  result  of  the  trade 
between  here  and  South  Africa  has  been  very  satisfactory, 
inasmuch  as  of  the  horses  which  have  l)een  shipped  very  few 
have  been  lost  en  route.  Given  choice  of  time  of  year,  and 
first-class  steamers  for  transport,  the  percentage  of  loss  is  very 
small.  Argentina,  as  a  country  from  which  to  draw  a  supply  of 
horses  of  medium  weight,  is  perhaps  unequalled,  but  unless  great 
discretion  is  shown  in  the  selection  of  horses,  the  country's  name 
as  a  field  for  the  right  kind  of  animal  might  suffer  severely. 

The  population  of  the  country  in  1869  amounted  in  round 
numbers  to  1,877,490,  of  whom  nearly  100,000  were  Indians. 
In  the  year  1887  the  population  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  433,475, 
of  whom  7,000  odd  were  British  subjects.  The  last  census, 
taken  in  1895,  gives  a  population  of  3,954,110  for  the  Republic, 
to  which  is  added  30,000,  an  estimate  of  the  Indian  population, 
50,000  for  Argentines  abroad,  and  60,000  for  names  not  inscribed, 
giving  a  total  population  in  the  year  1895  of  4,094,911  for  a 
country  large  enough  and  fertile  enough  to  hold  twenty  times 
that  number  of  people.  In  the  capital  the  foreigners  greatly 
outnumber  the  Argentines,  including  the  children  of  foreigners 
bom  here,  for  according  to  the  census  of  May,  1895,  the  numbers 
were,  Argentine  males,  150,631,  and  foreign  males,  206,071,  but  in 
the  whole  of  the  Republic  the  numbers  were  1,452,952  of  the 
former,  and  635,967  of  the  latter. 

There  were  32,587  births  and  14,868  deaths  in  this  city  during 
the  past  year,  or  about  17  per  1,000  for  the  latter. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immigrants  landed 
here  in  the  years  1899  and  1898.  The  figures  for  the  past  year 
show  an  increase  of  18,851,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  immigration 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BUENOS  AYRKS. 


is  greater  during  the  last  four  montlisof  the  year,  this  is  accounted 
for  by  the  number  of  Italians  who  come  to  this  Eepublic  to  work 
the  harvest  fields,  returning  to   Italy  during  the   first  threo 


m 


months  of  the  following  year.  The  number  of  emiorauts  leaving 
the  country  during  1898  was  30,802,  as  compared  with  38,397  in 
1«99  :— 


COMPABATIVK  Statement  of  Immigration  for  the  Yeais  1899-98. 


Month. 

Number. 

1899. 

1898. 

January 

February            

March 

April 

May         

June        

July        

August 

September          

October 

November          

December 

6,780 

6,060 

5,587 

4.460 

4,808 

4,089 

4,723 

4,211 

9,808 

10,700 

13,241 

12,032 

4,810 
4,812 
4,006 
8.648 
3,88 1 
8,2SS 
3,821 
8,533 
4,484 
9,C»73 
12,215 
11,045 

Total 

85,999 

67,148 

The  various  nationalities  are  thus  represented  during  the  ei<jrbt  Nationalities 
mouths  ended  August  31:   Italians,   20,887;   Spaniards,   7,687;  of  immigrants. 
Brazilians.  5,691 ;  French,  4,455 ;  Germans,  1,013  ;  English,  485  ; 
Belgians,  189  ;  Portuguese,  175 ;  others,  136. 

Of  the  5,353  immigrants  who  entered  the  Immigrants  Hotel 
(a  public  and  free  institution)  during  the  first  nine  mouths  of  the 
past  year,  the  National  Office  found  work  for  4,406.  It  is  calcu- 
lated that  of  the  85,999  immigrants  who  entered  this  country 
during  1899,  45,000  have  remained  here. 

The  large  crop  this  year  of  both  wheat  and  maize  in  Argentina  wheat  and 

has  called  for  many  comments   from   the  pens  of  able  writers  maize, 

pointinff    to    the    various    reasons    why    this    country    should  c^^iv«*i^n  of, 
*T°«  jji     remarks  on. 

produce    so    fine     a    crop    one    year,    and,    under    apparently 

similar  circumstances,  so  poor  a  .crop  the  next.  The  locust, 
the  great  enemy  of  this  country,  has  not  thrived  tliis  year; 
climatic  conditions  and  the  destruction  of  the  eggs  of  this  insect, 
and  of  their  young  before  they  can  fly,  carried  out  by  a  Commis- 
sion named  for  that  purpose,  has  done  good  work,  and  the  result  is 
a  large  crop  of  both  cereals.  While  it  is  advocated  that  the  con- 
tinual cropping  of  the  soil  with  the  same  kind  of  cereal  is  detri- 
mental for  the  product,  yet  this  year's  results  have  shown,  while  this 
may  be  perfectly  true,  that  as  yet  this  point  has  not  been  reached 
in  the  wheat  lands  of  Argentina.  In  1891  the  area  of  wheat- 
growing  land  was  but  one-third  of  the  land  sown  with  wheat 
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Wheat 
harreBt. 


to-day,  80  that  while  a  larger  crop  has  been  gathered  this 
year  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  Eepublic,  yet  a  larger 
area  has  also  been  sown.  The  agriculturist,  like  every  other 
worker  or  producer  in  this  country,  is  hampered  by  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  value  of  gold,*  for  that  is  the  currency  in  which 
he  derives  his  income  ;  he  pays  his  wages  and  buys  his  food  in 
paper  currency,  so  that  while  his  crop  may  be  larger  one  year  than 
another,  if  his  prices  are  not  as  good  as  in  a  former  year,  and  if 
the  value  of  the  gold  dollar  is  propoitionately  nearer  to  the  value 
of  the  paper  dollar,  he  is  not  so  well  off.  A  high  gold  premium 
means  plenty  of  paper  dollars  to  pay  his  wages  and  expenses  with, 
and  the  contrary  case  appears  in  the  appreciation  of  the  paper 
currency. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  statistics  furnished  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  give  the  results  of  the  harvests  of  1898 
and  1899  :— 


Various 
cereals, 
production  in 
proTinoe  of 
BuenoB  Ayres. 


Quantity. 


Exportation  of  wheat,  1808,  up  to  December  20, 1899 
„  flour,  1898,  up  to  December  20,  1899 

Local  consumption  of  4,646,000  inhabitants,  at  138  kilos. 

each 
For  seed  of  8,200,000  hectares,  at  66  kilos,  the  hectare 


Total 


Tons. 
1,726,000 
80,000 

618,000 
208,003 


2,681,000 


It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  new  wheat  available 
for  export,  but  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  2,000,000  tons  will 
actually  be  exported  as  the  result  of  the  harvest  of  1899-1900,  as 
against  nearly  2,000,000  tons  exported  in  1898-99.  The  table. 
Annex  E,  shows  the  number  of  tons  of  wheat  exported  from  the 
Republic  from  1892-99,  both  years  included,  and  the  total  value 
and  average  price. 

The  following  figures  give  the  total  production  of  wheat,  flax, 
oats,  barley,  canary  seed,  rye,  alfalfa  for  the  province  of  Buenos 
Ayres  for  the  last  harvest : — 


Wheat 
Flax.. 
Oats . . 
Barley 
Canary  seed. 
Rye  . . 
Alfalfa 


Quantity. 


Kilos. 

934,571,474 

53,466,209 

17,613,277 

8,086,114 

1,531,319 

1,135,868 

674^036 


Amount  of 
production. 


The  average  production  of  each  of  the  foregoing  per  hectare 
{uuuunts  respectively  in  kilos,  to  1,195,  960,  1,316,  1,128,  801, 
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1,144,  and  142,  which  would  work  out  for  wheat  at  1,051  lbs. 
per  acre,  or  at  say  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  equals  17^  bushels  per 
acre. 

One  ton  of  sugar  or  even  less  per  acre  is  considered  a  ,G;ood  Sugar 
crop,  whereas  in  the  West  Indies  3  tons  to  the  acre  is,  T  believe,  iwdiwtry. 
no  unusual  return.  Machinery  of  the  best  and  latest  type 
is  used  here.  The  total  production  for  the  year  was  estimated  at 
90,000  tons,  thus  leaving  about  20,000  tons  for  export,  though 
more  recent  reports  state  that  the  crop  is  somewhat  reduced  by 
unfavourable  weather. 

The  expected  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  tax  on  alcohol  Alcohol. 
of  domestic  manufacture,  added  to  the  amount  of  duty  imposed 
on  the  imported  article,  was  expected  to  reach  20,000,000  dol. 
paper  currency  (2,000,000/.).  In  the  mouth  of  November  last 
the  grand  total  amounted  in  paper  dollars  to  1,178,159  doL 
(117,815/.),  which,  multiplied  by  12,  gives  1,413,780/.,  and  I 
take  it  that  November  was  a  fair  average  month  of  produc- 
tion, and  even  were  it  not  the  difference  of  what  was  actually 
produced  and  what  was  expected  is  very  considerable.  It  is 
said  that  the  higher  the  tax  the  more  inclination  there  is  to 
fraud,  and  the  lower  the  tax  the  greater  stimulation  there  is  to 
legitimate  production. 

Few  people  outside  of  this  Republic,  or  those  particularly  Locueib. 
interested  in  it,  have  any  idea  of  the  havoc  that  can  be,  and  in 
some  years  is,  effected  by  the  locusts;  but  bad  as  they  are  in 
this  Republic,  the  work  done  by  the  Commission  appointed 
for  the  purpose  during  the  past  few  years,  aided  by  individual 
eiforts  on  the  part  of  farmers,  is  certainly  beginning  to  tell. 
During  the  past  season,  that  is,  from  July  31  to  December  31 
last,  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  amounted  to  about  34,974/., 
as  a  result  of  this  expense  3,173,956  kilos.  (3,173  tons)  of 
locusts  were  destroyed,  i.e.,  the  locust  in  its  flying  state,  7,792 
tons  of  young  locusts,  i.e.,  not  ready  to  fly,  and  1,067  tons  of 
eggs,  making  a  grand  total  of  12,032  tons  destroyed. 

A  decree  is  shortly  to  appear  from  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  Trees, 
in  reference  to  the  cultivation  of  trees  in  the  Republic.  The 
climate  is  suitable  for  all  the  trees  that  thrive  in  the  southern 
hemisphere,  and  for  many  of  those  that  thrive  in  the  sheltered 
and  milder  regions  of  the  northern  hemisphere.  Yet,  except 
in  the  parks  and  public  gardens  of  Buenos  Ayres,  few,  if  any, 
but  the  commoner  kinds  of  eucalyptus  and  acacia  are  to  be  seen, 
though  in  some  of  the  suburbs  of  the  city  efforts  have  apparently 
been  made  to  cultivate  and  plant  trees  suitable  for  suburban 
roads.  The  decree  in  question  will  hold  out  advantages  to 
those  private  individuals  who  care  to  cultivate  trees.  There 
are,  of  course,  plenty  of  trees  in  other  parts  of  the  Republic,  but 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  particularly  devoid  of  them. 

Bufach  powder,  an  insecticide  imported   from    Austria-Hun-  Bufach. 
gary,  which   is  produced  in  California,  could  be  produced  here 
I  should  imagine  with  very  good  results,  as  a  great  deal  of  it  is 
used  throughout  the  Republic. 
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Butter  and 

dttirj 

fanning. 


Outtomt 
classifioatioD. 


CustoniB*  law 
against 

importation  of 
labels,  &o. 


Mines  and 

mining. 

liorax. 


Italians  come  over  to  this  Republic  annually  in  thousands 
to  reap  the  harvest,  go  back  again  to  live  on  their  earnings,  and 
get  another  harvest's  work  in  Italy  before  the  next  year's  trip  to 
the  River  Plate  is  due.  Of  the  11,000  odd  farms  in  the  province 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  3.000  odd  are  cultivated  by  their  owners,  7,000 
by  tenants,  and  the  remainder  worked  on  the  share  system. 

Not  many  years  ago,  very  little  butter  was  used  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  and  none  exported.  To-day  the  possibilities 
of  dairy  farming  open  a  large  "vista"  to  the  general  farmer. 
Argentine  butter  is  now  exported  to  some  extent,  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  industry  should  not  become  important  some 
day,  considering  the  large  extent  of  arable  lands  and  the  wonder- 
ful fertility  of  its  soil.  At  present  the  Republic  does  not  produce 
much  more  than  enough  butter  for  its  local  requirements  and 
the  demand  of  its  Brazilian  neighbours.  The  following  is 
extracted  from  a  letter  written  to  one  of  the  local  papers  by 
a  well-known  firm  in  this  city : — 

"  More  than  this,  we  have  profound  confidence  in  the  future 
of  dairying  in  this  country  ....  it  will  also  provide  the  farmer 
with  a  magnificent  profit  of  20  doL  per  cow  per  annum  after 
paying  all  expenses:  ....  we  may  mention  that  Denmark  in 
1894  exported  to^England  butter  to  the  value  of  5,500,000/.  If 
such  a  small  country  can  do  this  what  is  Argentina  capable  of  ? " 

The  export  season  is  from  September  to  April,  that  is  for 
oversea  export,  and  provided  freights  were  low  enough  the  butter 
could  l)e  landed  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  elsewhere  at  a  good 
profit,  steamers  with  refrigerating  apparatus,  of  course,  being 
necessary.  The  quality  of  the  butter  offered  in  the  local  market 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  if  a  similar  standard  were 
maintained  when  exported,  a  steady  and  prosperous  trade  would 
I  feel  sure  spring  up. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  ad  valorem  duties,  there  are  many 
other  items  such  as  sling  dues,  stamp  dues,  &c.,  which,  though  not 
actually  applied  as  duties,  at  least  cost  the  importers  so  much  in 
addition  to  the  duty,  and  mu^t  be  paid  before  the  goods  can 
be  landed  in  his  warehouse. 

An  important  ruling  has  just  been  made  in  the  Custom-House 
Iaw  for  this  year,  and  that  is  that  all  importers  of  labels,  capsules, 
&c.,  must  prove  their  right  to  import  the  marks  those  articles  bear. 
If  enforced  this  should  put  a  stop  to  a  great  deal  of  fraud 
that  is  prevalent,  and  which  hampers  the  legitimate  wine  and 
whisky  ti-ade 

In  the  province  of  Jujuy  there  is  a  group  of  mines,  16  in 
number,  I  believe,  of  borax,  situated  about  90  miles  from  the  rail- 
way line  at  the  town  of  Jujuy,  though  I  understand  a  branch  is 
projected  nearer  to  the  mines.  Recently  the  official  assayer  of 
the  mint  in  this  city  made  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  borate  of 
lime  taken  irom  these  mines  with  the  following  result : — 
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Boracic  acid 
Oxide  of  calcium    . . 
,y        sodium     . . 
Chloride  of  sodium 
Water  (hygroscopic  and  combined) 
Insoluble  sand        ..  ••         •• 


Percentage. 

40-651 
13  047 

6-082 

4-97 

33 -90 

•85 

100 


This  sample  showed  a  higher  percentage  of  Loracic  acid  than 
one  from  the  province  of  Salta.  From  a  report  on  the  borax 
mines,  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Hoskold  of  the  Mining 
Department  here,  I  extract  the  following : — 

"  It  appears  that  the  borate  deposits  present  themselves  at  the 
surface  over  a  portion  of  the  mines,  and  in  other  portions  the 
deposit  is  covered  with  a  slight  depth  of  ordinary  soil.  The  cost 
of  transport  and  production  from  the  mines  to  Buenos  Ayres  is 
estimated  at  5/.  4s.  2rf.  per  ton,  in  sacks;  the  cost  from  Buenos 
Ayres  to  a  port  in  the  United  Kingdom  might  be  from  205.  to  22^. 
per  ton,  more  or  less,  the  value  in  the  United  Kinji^dom  could  be 
determined  only  after  assay." 

It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  Mr.  Hoskold  has  not  inspected  the 
mines  in  question,  and,  therefore,  is  unable  from  a  personal  know- 
ledge to  say  what  quantity  of  borax  could  be  extracted  from  them 
per  annum.  Enough,  however,  has  been  said  to  show  those  who 
are  interested  in  borax  that  such  an  article  is  to  be  found  in  this 
Eepublic,  the  actual  working  expenses,  capital  required,  and 
probably  profit  to  be  derived  could  only  be  found  out  from  a 
personal  inspection,  actual  work  and  money  expended. 

For  its  size  and  population  this  city  is  second  to  none  for  its  Tramways  of 
tramway  service.    Electric  and  horse  trams  wind  in  and  about  and  Buenos  Ayres. 
beyond  the  city  for  miles.     The  horse  tram  companies  own  1,570 
cars,  10,689  horses;  and  employ  over  5,000  men,  and  they  run  over 
a  distance  of  383  kiloms.  (238  miles).      During  the  year  1898 
the   various   companies    carried   nearly  106,000,000    passengers. 
The    electric    trams    have    63  kiloms.    (39  miles)   in    use,   and 
carried  during  the  month  of  October  last  1,391,119  passengers. 
The   municipality  receives   6   per   cent,  of    the   revenue  of  the 
various  tramway  companies  in  the  city.     A  concession  has  recently  Underground 
been  granted  to  run  a  line  of  underground  tramways  by  electricity  trams,  con- 
between  two  of  the  stations  in  this  city  situated  at  its  extreme  ®®""*^°  *^'- 
points ;  also  to  run  various  other  lines  in  and  about  the  city.  This 
concession  has,  I  believe,  been  taken  to  Europe  for  sale  or  for  the 
purpose  of  floating  a  company  to  work  it. 

On  January  1,   1900,   a  new  tax  on   wool  came  into  force.  Wooi,  tax  on. 
The  old  tax  was  2  dol.  paper  per  10  kilos,  on  all  wool  exported,  ®^Po^  ®^- 
the  new  tax  is  3  dol.  per  10  kilos. ;  assuming  that  the   coming 
year's   output  will  be   230,000  tons  the  tax  would   amount  to 
over  30,000,000  dol.  gold  (6,000,000^.),  an  increase  of  revenue  to 
the  country  of  10,000,000  dol.  gold  (2,000,000/.) ;  but  this  means 
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an  increase  on  the  price  to  cover  the  additional  taxation,  as  the 
producer  can  hardly  bear  the  tax. 

^>®^-  There    seems    to  be    no    reason    why  rice    should    not    be 

cultivated  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  at  present  in  this  Republic. 
The  importation  increased  from  12,000,000  odd  kilos,  in  1884 
to  22,500,000  kilos,  in  1895.  Italy  and  India  seem  to  be 
the  markets  from  which  rice  is  imported.  It  is  grown  in  small 
quantities  in  Jujuy  and  Tucuman,  though  the  provinces  of  Santa 
¥6  and  the  Chaco  and  Misiones  have  lately  started  growing  rice ; 
more  modern  systems  and  the  employment  of  improved  machinery 
is  advocated  for  success. 

Factories  ill  From  the  "Review  of  the  River  Plate"  I  find  that  there  are 

nui^wwand'  ^'-'■^^  factories  of  various  descriptions  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

dewription^of.  Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  184  liquor  factories,  122  furniture 
fawjtories,  69  carriage  factories,  85  Tnechanical  workshops,  25 
tanneries,  11  distilleries,  19  boot  factories,  23  tobacco  factories,  47 
hat  factories,  21  weaving  factories,  23  artificial  stone  factories,  34 
mills  of  various  kinds,  59  foundries,  and  51  others  engaged  in 
various  manufactures. 

About  130,000  hands  are  employed  in  these  factories,  and  the 
capital  invested  amounts  to  some  10,500,000/.  In  the  whole 
Republic  some  40,000,000/.  is  invested  in  large  factories  and  some 
300,000  hands  employed.  The  hat  factories  alone  represent  a 
capital  of  about  1,000,000/.,  giving  employment  to^some  6,800 
hands,  of  whom  one-third  are  women  and  children ;  of  the  material 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  hats,  the  wool  is  the  only  item  of 
home  production,  of  those  hats  made  of  hair  about  30  per  cent, 
are  made  of  this  country's  products,  the  remainder  being  imported. 
A  Belgian  company  will,  it  is  said,  shortly  establish  a  factory  in 
this  city  for  preparing  all  the  hair  required  in  the  hat  making 
industry. 

There  are  16  weaving  factories  in  the  Republic  with  a 
capital  of  1,000,000/.,  employing  about  6,200  hands.  All  the 
raw  material  for  these  factories  is  imported  from  European 
countries,  in  some  cases  even  the  wool,  which  is  produced  in  this 
country,  is  imported  in  the  shape  of  yarn. 

Matches  (wax)  are  made  in  large  quantities  here,  the 
output  being  about  180,000,000  boxes ;  the  machinery  employed 
in  this  factory  is  of  French  manufacture.  The  Government  tax 
on  matches  is  1  c.  per  box  (180,000/.). 

A  few  years  ago  no  oil  was  made  in  the  country,  but  since 
1890  several  oil  mills  have  been  started.  In  the  city  and  province 
of  Buenos  Ayres  there  are  12  mills  with  a  capital  of  153,500/.,  all 
fitted  up  with  modern  machinery.  The  raw  material  used  com- 
prises pea-nut,  turnip,  linseed,  and  castor  oil  seed.  The  daily 
maximum  output  of  the  mills  is  about  650  tons,  which  finds  a 
ready  market. 

The  tanneries  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  represent  a  capital 
of  over   500.000/.,  and  give   employment  to  2,000  odd  persons; 

13  or  14  of  the  tanneries  use  steam  power,  the  value  of  their 
yearly  output  is  about  936,000/. 
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The  Argentine  Congress  has  passed  the  budget  for  1900,  and  Finance, 
from  an  official  publication  I  take  ihe  following  figures: — 


Expenses  of  administration  for  the  jear 

1900  is  comput-ed  at     . . 
The  income  is  computed  for  the   same 

period  from  the  Tarious  sources  at     . . 


Amount. 


Dollars  gold. 
23,819,978 
86,632,346 


Dollars  paper. 
94,271,309 
63,962,000 


It  will  be  seen  th?t  there  is  a  surplus  of  income  over 
expenditure  in  gold  doUai'S  of  12,812,368  doL,  and  a  deficit  in 
paper  dollars  of  30,309,309  dol.  Taking  the  present  value  of  the 
gold  dollar  to  equal  2  doL  30  c.  paper,  we  have  29,468,446  dol. 
paper  as  the  value  of  the  gold  surplus,  leaving  a  final  deficit  of 
840,863  dol.  paper.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  a 
rise  of  a  few  points  in  gold  would  turn  this  deficit  into  a  practical 
surplus,  and  gold  at  2  dol.  30  c.  is  a  very  low  figure,  though  the 
ofiBcial  value  of  the  gold  dollar  is  fixed  by  law  at  2'27  paper 
dollars.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  various  sources  of  estimated 
revenue : — 
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Revenue. 


Imports        

Exports • 

Storage         ••         ..  •• 

Lighthouse  dues     . . 
Sanitary  dues         . .  .  • 

Wharfage    .. 
Craneoge      ..         •• 
Consular  fees  ..         .. 

Stamps         ••  ••         •• 

Fines,  &c.    . .  .  • 

intere»t  on  stocks  .• 
Buenos  Ajres  debt  service 
National  Bank  bond  service 
Entre  Rios  debt  senrice    • . 


Total 


Amount. 

Dollars  gold. 

28,000,000 

2,800,000 

1,200,000 

190,000 

30,000 

900,000 

260,000 

140,000 

800,000 

80,000 

1,365,396 

1,366.800 

30,150 

30,000 


36,632,346 


Alcohol        •  • 
Tobacco 
Natuial  wines 
Sugar 

Matches      .  • 
Beer.. 


Insurance  companies 

Cards 

Artificial  liquors     . . 

Sanitary  works 

Land  tax     . . 

Licences 

Stamped  paper       . .         , . 

Traction 

Post  office    . . 

Telegraphs  .. 

Yerbales 

Land  lea«es . . 

Fines,  &c.    . . 

Central  Northern  Railway 

Andine  Railway     . . 

Dean  Fuues  CMlecito  Railway 

Registry  of  properties 

Mortgage         „ 

Port  land  sales       . «  •  • 


rotal 


Dollars  p:i])er. 

16,000,000 

9,200,000 

3,200.000 

3,000,000 

1,800,000 

900,000 

350,000 

91,000 

100,000 

5,100,000 

2,600,000 

1,800,000 

7,000,000 

170,000 

3,200,000 

1,350,000 

42,000 

1,500,000 

700,000 

1,900,000 

1,200,000 

184,000 

40,000 

35,000 

2,500,000 

63,962,000 


In  the  table  given  for  expenditure  the  sums  of  11,695,218  dol. 
gold  and  21,823,537  dol.  paper  are  set  aside  for  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  a  sum  of  6,120,500  dol.  gold  is  mentioned  as 
being  for  extra  expenses. 
Conversion  The  Conversion  Scheme,  which  became  law  during  the  latter 

(monetary),  part  of  the  past  year,  is  far  too  intricate  and  wide  a  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  here,  suffice  it  to  say  that  great  excitement  pre- 
vailed when  the  matter  was  being  discussed,  and  the  local 
papers  made  all  sorts  of  predictions  of  what  would  happen 
when    gold    reached    the    point    (officially   fixed)    below    which 
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it  could  not  go,  namely,  a  paper  dollar  to  be  worth  44  c. 
gold,  that  is,  1  dol.  gold  to  be  worth  2*27  paper  dollars.  None 
of  these  predictions  have  as  yet  been  fulfilled,  for  the  good  and 
sufficient  reason  that  gold  has  never,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1899,  been  so  low  as  2  dol.  27  c. ; 
it  is  now  2  dol.  28  c.  This  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
wheat,  maize,  wool,  and  general  shipments  during  the  past  four 
months  have  counterbalanced  the  payments  due  by  importers,  and 
has  brought  the  balance  of  trade  vastly  in  favour  of  the  country, 
thus  making  gold  plentiful,  and  appreciating  the  value  of  the 
paper  dollar.  One  good  thing  has  resulted,  however,  from  the 
passing  of  this  law,  and  that  is  that  every  man  in  tiiis  country 
wlio  receives  a  gold  salary  has  the  promise  of  the  Government 
that  his  gold  dollar  will  never  fall  below  a  premium  of  1  dol.  27  c, 
in  other  words,  for  every  44  c.  gold  which  he  possesses  he  can 
never  receive  less  than  1  dol.  paper  in  exchange,  but,  as  since  the 
passing  of  the  law  he  has  been  able  to  receive  more  than  1  dol. 
paper  for  every  44  c.  gold,  he  has  never  asked  the  Government  to 
put  its  promise  into  execution.  There  is  no  limit  to  fix  the  rise 
in  oold,  as  to  attempt  to  fix  that  would  be  futile,  the  law  of  supply 
and  demand  regulating  its  price  like  that  of  any  other  commodity  ; 
but  the  same  might  be  said  of  the  attempt  to  fix  the  lowest  point, 
this,  however,  is  provided  for  by  the  Government. 

Prices  in  this  country  are  on  a  par  with  gold  at  300,  which  High  pricpp. 
means  that  for  every  gold  dollar  one  should  receive  in  exchange 
3  del.  paper,  which  means  that  whenever  gold  was  below  that 
point  the  recipient  of  a  gold  salary  is  paying  just  the  difference 
between  300  and  the  rate  of  the  day,  in  excess  of  what  he  ought 
to  pay  for  the  article  he  is  purchasing.  When  I  say  iiOO  I  fancy 
I  am  much  below  the  mark,  the  prices  of  many  articles  remaining 
the  same  as  when  gold  was  at  400. 

Prices  of  everything  but  the  bare  necessities  of  life  are  pre-  Oomparison 
poscerous.  House  rent  is  very  high,  from  110  to  150  dol.  paper  ^^  priceB. 
having  to  be  paid  for  a  small  house  in  the  suburbs,  this  means,  at 
an  exchange  of  12  dol.  paper  to  the  1/.,  IIOZ.  to  150Z.  per  annum. 
Servants  wages  are  on  the  same  scale,  3Z.  to  4Z.  per  month  with 
board  and  lodging  being  paid  according  to  ability  and  work 
required. 

During  the  time  of  the  war  scare  with  Chili  an  extra  10  per 
cent,  wiis  placed  on  all  dutiable  articles  imported  into  the  country, 
and  50  per  cent,  of  this  still  continues  in  force,  though  the  war 
scare  has  long  ceased  to  exist. 

Commercial  travellers  coming  to  this  country,  whether  to  sell  Commercial 
goods  or  merely  to  show  samples  and  solicit  orders,  are  warned  that  t^ravellers 
they  must  first  secure  a  license  to  do  business.     This  varies  in  ^**®'** 
price  in  accordance  with  the  kind  of  business  carried  on,  and  is, 
roughly  speaking,  from  50  to  250  dol.  paper  per  annum,  though 
these  licenses  for  permanent  businesses  in  the  country  are  in  some 
cases  very  much  higher.     No  licenses  are   issued   for  a  shorter 
period  than  one  year,  and  the  fine  inllicted  for  non-compliance 
witli  the  law  is  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  due.     Licenses  are 
obtainable  only  on  personal  application. 
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Exchange. 

Bealtj,  BBlen 
of. 


The  table  Annex  F  gives  the  average  cash  gold  rate  from  1896 
to  1899  inclusive. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sales  of  property  in  this  city 
during  the  month  of  October  last,  aggregating  in  value  to 
564,282/.  The  nationalities  of  the  sellers  and  purchasers  are 
given,  and  the  average  price  paid  per  square  metre  works  out  to 
12s.  3d. 


Sales. 


Argentine           <  333,294 

Italian 140,571 

Spanish >  37,189 

French 30,916 

British !  7,098 

German I  6,738 

Uruguayan        . .  . .  . .  I 

VariouA ,  4,911 

Public  companies          . .         • .  I  4,565 


Purchases. 


205,865 

164,706 

37,299 

33,900 

10,386 

6,238 

5,145 

1,450 

9,693 


Klectrical 
imports. 


The  following  table  taken  from  the  "Re\dew  of  the  Kiver 
Plate,"  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  imports  in  connection 
with  electrical  appliances,  &c.,  during  the  past  year : — 


Articles. 

Tons  .. 

Quanjitj. 
26,240 

Value. 

Galyanised-iron  wire   . , 

338,456 

Dynomos          

Electrical  apparatus,  yarious  . . 

. . 

658 

20,228 

Cases . . 

6,211 

68,207 

Wire  and  cables 

Tons  . . 

1,257 

102,341 

Fittings,  chandeliers,  &c. 

i»     •  •         « 

98 

28,671 

Phonoeraphs  and  gramophones 
Arc-light  carbons 

2,752 

4.408 

Tons  .. 

139 

4,164 

Incandescent  lamps    •• 

Dozens 

33,704 

20,222 

Telephone  material      .  • 

Cases.. 

416 

4,028 

Telegraph         „ 

M        •• 

1,011 

7,398 

Telegraphs.  The  Telegraph  Department  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres 

has  published  its  report  for  1899.  The  length  of  the  lines  was 
4,771  kilonia,  and  the  total  length  of  wire  6,941  kiloms.,  valued 
at  136,635/.  There  are  104  offices,  of  which  76  work  till  8  p.m.,  25 
till  midnight,  and  three  day  and  night.  The  instruments  com- 
prise 163  Morse,  23  translating,  and  58  commutators,  making  a 
total  of  244.  The  staff  number  479.  The  total  working 
expenses  amount  to  59,438/.  The  revenue  shows  a  decrease  of 
38,705  dol.  when  compared  with  1898. 

Water  supply.  A  great  deal  of  agitation  has  been  going  on  in  connection  with 
the  inadequate  water  supply  in  many  parts  of  the  city.  During 
the  excessively  hot  weather  more  water  is  used,  and  the  supply  is 
very  poor  in  some  districts.  The  statement  that  the  town  has 
outgrown  its  waterworks  is  frequently  heard  and  alleged  in  the 
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local  press,  and  no  better  evidence  of  this  is  manifest  than  at  a 
large  fire. 

The  first  fire  insurance  company  to  start  operations  in  this  Fire 
country  was  a  national  company,  "Estrella,"  founded  in  1865,  and  i'*""'»"<>«- 
about  three  years  later  one  of  the  British  offices  opened  an  agency 
here.  At  the  present  moment  there  are  in  the  field  14  national 
companies,  19  British  companies,  two  French,  and  one  German 
company.  Before  a  foreign  company  can  begin  business  here  it 
must  deposit  as  a  guarantee  in  the  Conversion  Office  bonds  of  the 
Popular  Loan  of  1898  to  the  face  value  of  300,000  doL  paper,  or, 
say,  30,000/.,  and  have  its  statutes  duly  approved  and  registered. 
This  investment  brings  in  about  6  per  cent,  interest. 

The  yearly  license  charged  by  the  National  Government  varies 
from  500/.  to  600/.,  according  to  the  capital  of  the  company  ;  most 
of  the  provincial  governments  also  charge  a  yearly  license  which 
varies  from  50/.  to  100/.  In  this  country  insurances  are  nearly 
always  effected  through  a  broker,  the  foreign  companies  paying  a 
brokerage  of  15  per  cent.,  and  the  native  companies  20  per  cent. 
In  spite  of  this  big  difiPerence  the  foreign  companies  still 
manage  to  hold  their  own.  Fires  in  the  last  few  years  have  been 
on  the  increase  ;  this  is  alleged  to  be  due  to  incendiarism.  All  the 
foreign  companies  have  formed  an  association  (the  Local  Board  of 
Fire  Insurance  Companies)  for  drawing  up  rules  and  rates, 
the  native  companies  have  h  similar  association,  competition 
among  the  foreign  and  native  companies  being  very  keen.  The 
losses  by  fire  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  for  the  last  four  years 
amounted  to  150,006/.  for  1899,  164,317/.  for  1898,  250,958/.  for 
1897,  and  126,456/.  for  1896. 

The  Minister  of  Justice,  advised  by  the  Attorney-General  of  )-»fe 
the  Eepublic  has  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  Ufe  "i"^*™"*^^- 
insurance  company  may  not  agree  to  pay  any  claim  in  this 
Eepublic  when  the  person  insured  under  a  policy  commits 
suicide.  The  rules  of  an  insurance  company  are  embodied  in 
the  policy,  and  if  one  of  those  rules  runs  counter  to  the 
Minister's  resolution,  quoted  above,  the  claims  of  widows,  or 
other  beneficiaries  under  the  policy,  would  have  no  standing  in 
Argentina. 

Many  of  tlie  streets  of  this  town  are  paved  with  wood  pave-  Wood  paving, 
ment,  and  some  time  ago  one  street  was  laid  with  Australian  wood 
as  a  contrast  to  the  native  quebiacho,  a  very  hard  wood,  generally 
used ;  the  result  was,  I  believe,  a  faihire,  though  it  is  but  fair  to 
say  that  the  wood,  so  it  is  asserted  by  its  advocates,  was  not  in  a 
sufficiently  dry  and  seasoned  condition  to  be  put  down.  Que- 
bracho, if  properly  laid,  makes  an  excellent  and  lasting  roadway. 
Asphalt  is  considerably  used,  and  as  the  majority  of  the  streets 
are  narrow,  the  less  noisy  the  roadway  the  more  comfortable  it  is 
for  the  residents  of  those  streets.  The  heavy  duties  imposed  on 
imported  timber  should  be  an  incentive,  if  nothing  else  is,  to  the 
development  of  the  employment  of  the  native  wood  of  this 
country. 

I  have  been  informed  that  in  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  ^»g^*^ 
(558)  B  ^^^^*^^'- 
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there  is  a  project  on  foot  for  the  formation  of  a  network  of  light 
railways,  the  capital  proposed  for  the  company  is,  I  believe, 
4,000,000/.,  and  the  amount  subscribed  or  promised  some 
2,000,000/.  Until  a  sum  representing  one-fifth  of  the  capital 
proposed  has  been  paid  up,  the  company,  or  projected  com- 
pany, will  not  be  formed. 
Buenof  Ayret  In  commemoration  of  Her  Majesty's  Jubilee  in  1897,  it  was  pro- 
Saflon'Home.  posed  to  erect  a  Sailors'  Home  in  this  city.  The  land  for  the  Home 
has  been  granted  by  the  Argentine  Congress,  and  from  a  report  on 
the  movement,  furnished  by  the  secretary,  the  I  lev.  J.  W.  Fleming, 
I  take  the  following : — 

"  For  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  the  building  it  is  esti- 
mated that  a  sum  of  about  80,000  dol.  (8,000/.)  will  be  required. 
Statistics  submitted  to  the  committee  relative  to  the  working  of 
the  present  home,  the  i^nt  of  which  is  300  dol.  (30/.)  per  month, 
show  that  with  a  more  isuitable  building,  free  of  rent  and  properly 
equipped,  the  institution  would  be  almost  self-supporting,  so  that 
while  it  will  be  a  lasting  memento  of  an  event  which  is  unique  in 
the  history  of  the  British  Empire,  it  is  not  likely  that  there 
will  be  an  increased  call  on  the  annual  subscribers  for  its 
maintenance." 

The  plans  for  the  building  are  now  completed,  and  work  will 
shortly  begin,  though  the  subscriptions  are  somewhat  less  than 
the  amount  of  the  contract  for  the  building,  &c. 

The  Sailor:/  Home  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  nations,  but  the  pre- 
dominance of  British  shipping  in  this  port  associates  the  Institution 
peculiarly  with  the  British  community  in  general.  The  Home  has 
been  in  existence  for  about  nine  years.  From  July  1,  1893,  until 
March  31,  1897,  the  Home  received  2,266  boarders,  of  which 
number  1,563  were  from  British  vessels.  The  object  of  the  Home 
is  to  afford  a  place  for  seamen  to  live  in  where  they  can  be  com- 
fortable, decent,  and  clean,  and  the  new  building  will  have  accom- 
modation for  officei-s  and  masters  of  the  merchant  marine.  Ship- 
wrecked crews,  men  discharged  from  vessels  through  sickness,  Ac, 
can  all  find  a  respectable  place  to  stop  in  while  waiting  for  new 
employment,  and  the  fact  that  a  man  ships  from  the  Sailoi's'  Home 
is  in  itself  a  guarantee  that  the  man  is  free  and  unencumbered 
with  the  heavy  advance  usually  extorted  by  private  boarding- 
masters.  The  annual  subscription  to  the  Home  amounts  to  about 
500/. 
Desertion  Here  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  desertion 

^«>JJ^^^ritiBh    froni  British  vessels  trading  to  the  Eiver  Plate  is  much  greater 
*'"'"' '  than  it  ought  to  bfe. 

During  the  past  year  1,560  men  deserted  from  British  vessels  at 
this  port,  a  similar  number  having  to  be  engaged  in  their  places. 
The  inducements  held  out  to  seamen  to  desert  their  vessels  here 
must  be  very  alluring ;  but,  alas  !  when  the  deserter  gets  ashore, 
and  finds  he  cannot  talk  the  language,  and  that  thei'e  are  many 
men  who  are  willing  to  work,  at  the  sort  of  lalx)ur  he  knows 
nothing  of,  for  less  money,  one  might  suppose  he  had  learnt  a 
lesson,  and  would  remain  by  his  ship  the  next  time.     Such,  how- 
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ever,  does  uot  appear    to    be   the    case,  as^   desertions  are    not 
diminishing. 


Note  of  Values,  Exchange,  &c. . 

All  values  in  this  report  are  worked  out  nt : — 

10  dollars  paper.  •         . .         • .         . .  =  1/.  sterling. 

5  dollars  gold  . .  . .  . .  . .  =1/.      „ 

Unless  where  otherwise  specified. 

1  kilogram         . .         . .         . .         . .  «-  ^  lbs. 

1  hectare  ..         ..  ..  ..  «  2^  acres. 

1  kilometre         ..  ..  ..  ..  »  1,093  jards. 


Annex  A. — Ukturn  of  all  Over-Sea  Shipping  at  the  Port  of 
Buenos  Ay  res  during  the  Tear  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Teasels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

766 

1,341,483 

85 

79,819 

841 

1,421.802 

SSK"  :::    ::: 

134 

265,323 

19 

20,364 

1&3 

286,577 

96 

202,916 

67 

61,189 

168 

264,076 

French      

118 

245,814 

8 

1,137 

121 

246,461 

Norwegian      and 

Swedish 

16 

24,819 

78 

71.022 

89 

96,841 

Spanish     

15 

84,404 

4 

3,898 

19 

88,802 

Argentine 

United  States      ... 

64 

81,899 

... 

64 

31,899 

... 

28 

22.645 

28 

22.646 

Braxilian 

35 

19,242 

... 

85 

19,242 

Danish      

13 

17,049 

2 

1,064 

15 

18.118 

Other  countries  ... 

G 

10,547 

6 

3,872 

12 

14,419 

Total      

„  forthejear 
preceding     ... 

1,253 

2,192,396 

287 

264,970 

1,640 

2,467,866 

1,042 

1,825,402 

347 

282,885 

1,389 

2,107,787 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Exportation  of  Live  Cattle  from 
the  Poi-t  of  Buenos  AyresandLa  Plata  from  January  1, 1899, 
to  December  15,  1899,  and  Comparative  Figures  for  the 
Year  1898. 


Country  to  which 
Exported. 

Cattle. 

1 

1     Sheep. 

Horses. 

Mules. 

United  Kingdom   . . 

Brazil 

Africa 

France 

Belgium      . . 

Other  countries     . . 

Total    .. 

„    for  1898.. 

Number. 

85,485 

14,386 

1,273 

700 

86 

541 

Tons. 

54,416 

7,959 

935 

446 

80 

70 

Number. 

374,601 

4,626 

8,824 

88,888 

6,357 

456 

Number. 
253 
299 
4,639 
175 
61 
138 

Number. 

74 
741 

•  • 

102,471 
359,287 

63.90H 

478,252 
577,813 

• 

5,665 

815 

(558) 
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Annex  (/. — ^Table^  showing  Value  of  Exports  and  Imports  for 
the  Tear  1899. 


Value. 

Coimtrj. 

Kzporti. 

Imports. 

£ 

£ 

Fnnca 

8^9,848 

8,196,938 

&tTniBll'Jm  •            •  •            • 

5,886,732 

2,69o,96d 

Belgium 

4,895.674 

1,882,094 

United  Kingdom 

4,844,318 

8,734,284 

United  States    .. 

1,633,604 

3,093,369 

Brmxil 

1,408,333 

961,222 

Itdij       . 

986,322 

2,756,014 

Uroguaj. 

>         *•       1  • 

696,268 

101,392 

Spain 
Holland  . 

.  1         853,078 

639,576 

296,304 

28,610 

Chile       . 

131,984 

28,460 

BoliTia    .. 

66,424 

16,696 

West  Indies       .. 

53,186 

8.818 

ParaguaT 

Portugal 

35,594 

274,828 

. '            14,436 

19,600 

Other  oonntries.. 

. ;      2,284,312 

34,752 

For  orders 

.  1      6,708,674 

•• 

X 

otal  .. 

• 

.<    36,983,491 

23,370,139 
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Annex  E.— Table  showing  the  Number  of  Tons  of  Wheat 
Exported  from  the  Argentine  Eepublic  from  1892-99 
inclusive,  and  the  Total  Value  and  Average  Price  of  same. 


Year. 


Quantify. 


Value. 


I  Tons.  £ 

1S92 '  470,100  2,760,769 

1893 '  1,008,700  4,806,891 

1894 1,606,200  5,874,209 

1895 1,010,200  4,510,660 

1896 1  532.000  2,918,811 

1897 i  101,000  748,996 

1898 1  645,100  4,245,664 

1899 1,900,000  9,025,000 


Average  Price 
pep  Ton. 

£ 
5-87 
4-76 
8-66 
4*46 
5-48 
7-41 
6-58 
4-75 


Annex  F. — Average  Cash  Gold  Eate  from  1896-99  inclusive. 


Month. 


Janiia]7 

Febmary 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Annual  average 


1899. 


208-48 
219  15 
219-43 
229  02 

224  17 
218-93 
213  15 

225  17 
235  19 
237-97 
236-10 
229-73 


224-62 


1898. 


264  11 
264  01 
267-34 
265-90 
260-30 
276-80 
274-75 
270-52 
266-91 
249-95 
222-06 
212  18 


258  -29 


1897. 


287-23 
307-84 
309-62 
2U8-22 


1896. 


326-75 
311  -12 
312-99 
320-48 


296-28 

305-06 

294  18 

297-41 

285-97 

284*80 

290  17 

271-61 

288-41 

276-74 

286 -34 

279-31 

276-96 

282-86 

276-25 

281-65 

291-36 

296-09 

La  Plata  Port  Dues  compared  with  tlie  Buenos  Ayres  Port  Dues. 


A  steamer,  say  of  2,000  tons 
register,  at  La  Plata,  dis- 
charging and  loading  with  | 
cattle  on  deck —  I 

Port,  entrance  dues,  2,000 
tons,  at  10  c.  per  ton    . .  1 
Permanency     dues,     say  | 
10  days,  at  30  dol.  per  day  ■ 


Amount. 
Dol.  m/n. 


I- 


Diffei'ence  in  favour  . 
of  La  Plata  port . .  j 


200 
300 


Anchorage  dues,  at  1   c.  I 

per  ton     • •  . .  . . '         20 

Ghirbage  dues       . .  • .  I         20 


540 
823-62 


1,363  -62 


Same    eteamer    at   Buenos 
Ajres,     discharging     and 
loading     with    cattle     on 
deck — 
Port  entrance  dues,  2,000 
tons,  at  15  c.  per  ton     . .  i 
Permanency  dues,  i  c.  per 
ton  on  2,000  tons,  say  10  ' 
days  at  10  dol.  per  day. . ' 
"Wharfage   dues,   say    10 
days  at  1  c.  per  ton,  say  I 
10  days  at  20  dol.  per  day  ' 


Amount. 
Dol.  gold. 


6U0  dol.  gold  at  exchange 
of  227  -27  per  cezit.  «= 
1,363  -62  dol.  goia. 


300 


100 


200 
600 
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List  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  La  Plata  during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Wheat 

Tons  . 

• 

27,912 

Maize 

»»    • 

. .  '        108,266 

Linseed  «. 

>»     • 

..|           1,771 

Oats 

»>    • 

..1            1,102 

Barley     . . 

>f    • 

..'                30 

Birdeeed 

i>     • 

..;              19 

Bran 

>»     • 

5,116 

Middlings 

»     • 

883 

Floup       .. 

397 

Hay 

j»     • 

9,398 

Fruits      . . 

>*     • 

48 

Butter     .. 

..,                91 

Jerked  beef 

it        ' 

5,012 

Salted  tongues    . 

Jl 

63 

„    tripes       . 

»»        • 

3 

Dry  ox-hidf  s 

f)        * 

109 

Salted  oi-hirles  . 

»J         * 

2 

Sheep- skins 

l»        • 

4,547 

Goat- skins 

140 

Calf-skins 

l»        • 

9 

Horse-hides 

tf        • 

1 

Stillborn -skins    . 

!      !!:           6 

Sundry  hides 

>» 

Oh 

Wool       .. 

a      * 

418 

Hide  cuttings     . 

>»      • 

18 

Horsehair           • 

}>      * 

27 

Bone-ash. .         . 

19        * 

10 

Tallow     .. 

»        • 

354 

Grease     .. 

})        • 

1 

Ostrich  feathers . 

J»       • 

1 

Hardwood 

l>       • 

2,315 

Bullocks.. 

Head. 

17,079 

Sheep 

it      • 

70,985 

Horses     .  • 

})      * 

.'!;              223 

Mules 

»      • 

.         ..|                76 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cummiug  reports  as  follows  : — 

There  is  almost  no  direct  import  trade  (except  in  coal)  Trade  and 
between  this  port  and  Europe ;  the  wants  of  the  town  and  commerce, 
surrounding  districts  being  supplied  from  Buenos  Ayres,  merchan- 
dise arriving  from  that  city  by  coasting  steamers  or  small  sailing 
craft,  also  by  the  Great  Southern  Railway.  It  suits  store  and 
shopkeepers  to  buy  from  importing  houses  in  Buenos  Ayres, 
where  they  can  get  a  geneml  assortment  of  the  goods  they 
require,  as  well  as  long  credit,  rather  than  to  import  here  in 
small  quantities  direct  from  Europe  or  the  United  States. 

Exports  of  produce  are  steadily  increasing  year  by  year,  as  Exports, 
accompanying  statistics,  Annex  No.   1,  will  show  ;  the  principal 
articles  exported  are : — Wool  in  bales  and  bundles,  sheepskins, 
hair,  ostrich  feathers,  and  dry  hides. 

The  natural  advantages  of  this  port  as  regards  climate  and  the  Wheat, 
facilities  of  shipment  have  now  made  Bahia  Blanca  one  of  the 
most  important  centres  in  the  Republic  for  the  exportation  of 
wheat.  Shipments  to  Europe  commenced  in  1891  with  about 
2,000  tons ;  last  season  200,000  tons  were  shipped  over  the  Great 
Southern  Railway  Company's  mole,  and  this  yearns  exports  of 
wheat  are  expected  to  reach  300,000  tons. 

There  are  in  the  town  and  immediate  vicinity  ?  large  wool  Wool. 
harracas  with  baling  presses.  These  establishments  are  connected 
with  French  and  German  exporting  houses  in  Buenos  Ayres, 
besides  several  harracas  where  wool  and  other  produce  is  received 
for  sale  on  consignment.  This  business  is  also  steadily  increas- 
ing; shipments  in  1891  were  about  17,000  bales  of  wool ;  last 
season  about  47,000  bales  were  shipped,  while  this  season's 
shipments  to  date  are  49,559  bales,  and  are  expected  to  reach 
60,000  to  65,000  bales. 

The  Great  Sonthern  Railway  Company  have  a  large  shed  at  General 
the  port  for  storing  grain  and  other  produce ;  while  the  Bahia  '«™*'^''«' 
Blanca  and  Noith-Western  Railway  Company  have  two  very 
large  sheds  for  storing  and  sale  of  wool  and  other  produce,  called 
"The  Victoria"  Produce  Market.  The  accommodation  in  all 
these  sheds  is  now  quite  insufficient  for  the  quantity  of  produce 
coming  in. 

Export  trade  has  been,  and  still  is,  very  much  hampered  by 
inadequate  storage  and  wharf  accommodation,  particularly  the 
lattt^r.  The  Southern  Railway  Company  are  now  increasing  their 
xnole  to  about  double  its  present  size;  these^  alterations  are 
CBxpected  to  be  finished  by  the  end  of  1900.  •  They  are  also 
dredging  a  straight  channel  in  the  estuary,  from  Port  Belgrano 
"to  the  railway  mole,  so  that  ships  and  steamers  drawing  24  to  26 
:feet  can  enter  at  high  tide. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Bahia  Blanca  is  estimated  at  Population, 
about  10,000  inhabitants,  there  are  also  about  1,000  inhabitants 
residing  at  the  port  of  Bahia  Blanca,  about  half  in  both  places 
(558)  0 
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being  foreigners  of  Italian,  German,  Danish,  Frencli,  Swedish,  and 
British  nationality. 
Public  health.  Public  health  is  remarkably  good,  as  strong  wintls,  principally 
from  the  north-west,  blow  almost  daily,  calming  down  at  sunset. 
These  high  winds  are  said  to  be  caused  by  the  regular  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  in  the  estuary  (10  to  12  feet)  occurring  twice 
every  24  hours. 

Annex  I. — Comparative  Statement  of  Exports  to  Euro2>e  from 

Bahia  Blanca, 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Year. 

Wool. 

Skint. 

Hair. 
Bale«. 

Total. 

Wheat. 

Sailing 

St«am. 

Bales. 

Ualee. 

Bales. 

Tons. 

1891 

17,264 

782 

87 

18,133 

2,000 

:> 

4 

1892 

18,294 

1,600 

48 

18,942 

15,000 

11 

6 

1893 

.      23,213 

1,486 

60 

24,698 

10,000 

28 

II 

1894 

.      28,360 

1,414 

70 

29.834 

61,000 

26 

17 

1896 

.      83,826 

1,438 

79 

36,342 

60,000 

18 

21 

1896 

.      36,092 

1,400 

87 

37.679 

40,000 

12 

23 

1897 

.1     38,341 

921 

40 

39,302 

4,000 

11 

29 

1898 

..      47,618 

2,234 

100 

49,862 

44,000 

16 

41 

1899 

.      46,828 

2,924 

86 

49.832 

200,000 

22 

50 

1900,  to  date 

.      49,669 

2,008 

62 

51,624 

8 
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lUport  on  the  Finances  of  the  Argentine  EepiMic  for  the  Years 
1899-1900  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Clarke,  Seci^etary  to  Her  Majesty's 
Legation  at  Buenos  Ayres, 

(Received  Ht  Foreign  Office.  August  27,  1900.) 

The  delivery  of  the  message  by  the  President  at  the  opening  Presidential 
of    Congress    on    May    1    last   was  at  once    followed    by   the  ™®*^g®- 
publication  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  for  the  year 
1899.      The  favourable  impression  produced  by  General  Roca's 
statements  with  regard  to  the  present  financial  condition  of  this  Financial 
country  is  somewhat  modified  by  a  study  of  the  facts  to  be  found  ^^*^^*^^o°- 
and  the  views  expressed  in  Dr.  Eosa's   publication— the   latter 
leading  more  to  the  conclusion  that  the  results  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  last  few  years  are  less  satisfactory  than  they 
would  appear  to  be  according  to  the  Presidential  message.     Thus 
the  President  lays  stress  on  the  fact  that  the  revenue  of  the  last 
year    has    given  an   increase  of   38,500,000   dol.   paper    (about 
3,388,000/.)  over  the  returns  of  1898,  and  that  the  total  bud<^et 
expenditure  (with  the  exception  of  some  arrears  which  had  to\e 
paid  off)  was  about  17,000,000  dol.  paper  (some  1,499,000/:)  less 
than  that  authorised.     He  also  asserts  that  "  the  debts  of  the  past 
have  been  settled  and  that,  as  regards  financial  matters,  the  way 
has  been  cleared  of  all  obstacles,  of  all  difficulties,  and  of  all  the 
anxiety  attendant  upon  living  from  day  to  day  not  knowing  what 
may  happen  on  the  morrow." 

The  gist  of  Dr.  Eosa's  statements,  on  the  other  band,  may  be  !>'•  ^R<»a» 
taken  (broadly  interpreted)  to  be  that  every  budget  since  1863  *^*«™®"** 
has   shown  a  deficit,  and   that  notwithstanding  the  satisfactory  ^''^^^  ^^^^*' 
returns    of  revenue    the    conversion    of    the     provincial    debte 
and  the  settlement   of  railway   guarantees   (which  have  tended 
to  the  restoration   of   credit)  it   is  a   matter  for   consideration 
in    the    situation   in    which   the    Treasury   is   placed,   to  know' 
how    best    to     collect     the    funds     required     next  '  year     for 
renewing    the     interrupted     service     of    amortisation     of     the 
external    debt,    and    how    generally    to    find   means     to    meet 
the   heavy   annual    expenditure    when   the    capacity    for  doing 
so  by  taxation  is  practically  exhausted,  when  the  equilibrium 
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of  the  budget  is  so  often  displaced  by  the  action  of  "  Special 
Laws  "  passed  by  (.'ongress,  and.when  so  large  a  part  of  the  revenue 
depends  on  the  demand  for  imported  articles  and  on  the  con- 
sumption of  alcohol. 

I)r.  liosa's  report  is  written  with  frankness,  and  his  severe 
censures  on  the  superfluous  number  of  (iovernment  clerks,  and 
on  the  administration  of  some  of  the  Government  departments, 
such,  for  instance,  as  that  of  State  railways,  has  called  forth  a 
good  deal  of  recrimination. 
Seiior  Dr.  Kosa,  it  may  be  mentioned,  has  resigned   office  and  has 

Berciuc's  ^^^^  succeeded  by  J^enor  Berduc,  erne  of  the  deputies  for  the  pro- 
aa  Minister  of  vince  of  hutre  Kios.  Tlie  new  Minister  served  for  some  years  on 
Finance.  the  financial  committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  is 
credited  with  possessing  considerable  insight  into  as  well  as 
familiarity  with  tlie  finances  of  this  country. 
Salient  points  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  more  salient  points  in 
in  Dr.  Rosa's    Dj..  Eosa's  report:  — 

Settlement  of         During   the   past   year   the   final   settlement  of   outstanding 
certain  external  debts  both  national  and  provincial  has  been  achieved, 

external  that  is,  payment  for  the  rescission  of  all  i-ailway  guarantees  has 

debts.  i^^^jj  made  and  the  conversion  of  the  debts  of  the  provinces  of 

Cordoba,  Santa  Fe,  San  Juan,  Corrientes,  San   Luis,  Entre  Rios, 
Catamarca  and  Tucuman  has  l)een  finally  efiected.* 
Vtw  The  monetary  law,  passed  on  November  4,  1899,  has,  in  his 

monetory  opinion,  undoubtedly  been  a  most  important  step  towards  the 
aw,  e  ec  o  .  „  liqiudj^tion  of  the  past "  and  towards  assisting  the  economic 
progress  of  the  country.  The  operation  of  this  measure  has  had 
an  immediate  and  salutary  effect  upon  the  money  market,  bringing 
about,  without  any  loss  to  private  interests,  stability  in  the  price 
of  gold,  a  fixed  rate  in  the  value  of  the  paper  currency  and  the 
amortisation  of  over  160,000,000  dol.  in  the  nominal  value  of  the 
money  in  cu'culation.t 
Proposed  But  beneficial  as  this  law  may  have  proved  itself  it  is  only 

n^fonns"^  part  of  the  scheme  traced  out  by  the  Government  for  improve- 
ment in  the  various  administrations,  for  economies  in  expenditure, 
for  the  reduction  of  taxation,  for  the  encouragement  of  immigra- 
tion, and  for  the  development  of  national  resources.  The  different 
departments  of  State  are,  therefore,  exhorted  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  promote  the  much-needed  reforms. 

*  Although  no  settlement  has,  as  yet,  been  come  to  as  regards  the  external 
debt  of  the  province  of  Mendoza,  the  Government  is  paying  the  bondholders 
interest  on  the  4^  per  cent,  bonds  placed  to  the  ore<Ut  of  the  province  in  the  Con- 
version Office.  An  ad  referendum  contract  has  been  signed  which  only  requires 
formal  approval.  According  to  the  arrangement  the  bondholders  for^o  their 
6  per  cent,  bonds  and  arrears  of  interest  which  amount  to  6,683,915  dol. 
gold,  receiving  in  lieu  thereof  8,650,000  dol.  gold  in  National  4  per  cents.  The 
province  relinquishes  its  claim  to  the  3,000,000  gold  4^  per  cent,  bonds  standing  to 
its  credit  in  the  Conversion  Office,  and  the  nation  takes  all  responsibility. 

t  i  his  statement  is  based  on  the  argument  that  the  286,771,690  doL  paper 
worth  of  currency  now  in  circulation  cannot  while  the  law  is  in  force  rise  to  gold  at 
par.  Converted  at  the  official  rate  of  44  c.  gold  to  the  1  dol.  paper,  the  above  sum 
comes  to  126,197,826  dol.  gold,  consequently  an  amortisation  of  160,574,365  dol. 
The  paper  money  having  been  issued  at  the  average  rate  of  2\  dol.  paper  to  1  dol. 
gold,  the  fixing  of  the  rate  at  2*27  has  been,  it  is  contended,  a  gain  to  all  concerned. 
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The  conversion  of  the  provincial  debts  has  increased  the  service  increaaed 
of  the  external  debt  for  1900  by  2,159,161  dol.  gold,  and  next  year  serrice  of 
when  full  service  of  both  interest  and  amortisation  of  the  foreign  ©eternal  dcbi»- 
loans  (suspended  in  virtue  of  the  Eothschild-Romero  arrangement) 
again  comes  into  force,  an  additional  annual  sum  of  3,663,502  dol. 
gold  will   be   required   for  amortisation,  making  a  total  annual 
service  for  the  external  debt  of  21,986,617  dol.  gold.*     A  further 
sum  of  2,000,000  dol.  gold  will  also  be  wanted  in  order  to  pay  the 
interest  and  amortisation  of  the  floating  debt  with  a  view  to  its 
liquidation  in  three  years.     The  total  extra  charge  on  the  Treasury 
wUl  thus  be  some  5,663,502  dol.  gold. 

The  economic  prospects  of  the  country,  on  the  other  hand,  Favourable 
according  to  Dr.  Rosa,  could  not  be  more  favourable,  there  being  ®<^<>^^o™^^ 
considerable  increase  in  production  and  exportation  and  in  general  P'^'^P®^  * 
a  marked   development   of    national   industries   and   a   growing 
activity  in  commerce. 

The  paying-off  of  the  floatinsj  debt  has  been  the  subject  of  Floating  and 
"  constant  pre-occupation  "  and  the  successful  negotiation  in  London  ®^ig»^l<^  debts, 
of  a  loan  for  2,000,000/.  at  6  per  cent,  for  a  term  of  two  or  three 
years  has  relieved  the  National  Treasury  of  a  weight  which  had 
been  pressing  heavily  upon  it,  owing  to  the  excessive  emissioi:) 
(some  20,000,000  dol.  gold  worth)  of  bills  at  short  dates. 

Now  all  that  was  most  urgent  has  been  paid  off.  The  "  floating  " 
debt,  t.e.,  the  debt — the  payment  of  wliich  is  being  proceeded  witli 
or  which  has  not  been  passed  to  the  Accountant's  Department — 
amounted  on  April  15  last  to  25,893  dol.  gold  and  2,187,689  dol. 
currency,  while  the  exigiblef  debt,  decreased  by  a  sum  of 
10,831,226  dol.  gold  and  22,719,065  dol.  currency  between 
October  13,  1898,  and  April  15,  1900,  was  left  at  the  latter  date, 
at  only  914,768  dol.  gold  and  2,401,177  dol.  currency  (some  • 
390,000/.). 

The  Treasury  Bills  in  circulation  on  April  15  last  amounted  Treasury 
to  14,214,088  dol.  gold  and  1,823,938  dol.  currency  (about  ^i^ls- 
3,000,000/.).  In  this  amount  are  included  bills  for  more  than 
5,000,000  dol.  gold  representing  European  loans  granted  at  long  or 
indefinite  dates.  A  very  considerable  reduction  in  the  value  of 
Treasury  Bills  took  place  during  the  past  year  there  having  been 
at  one  time  in  circulation  Treasury  Bills  to  the  value  of 
24,000,000  dol.  gold. 

The  other  liabilities  of  the  Government  are — (1)  a  sum  of  Other 
4,666,000  dol.  gold  for  "  armainents,'*  of  which  3,000,000  dol.  have  ^^^Ij^^ffc"^"®"* 
to  be  paid  in  Bills  at  one,  two  and  three  years,  and  the  remainder 
as  the  orders  are  delivered ;  (2)  a  sum  of  4,032,000  dol.  gold  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Port  of  Buenos  Ayres  Bonds ;  and  (3)  a 
sum  of  2,600,000  dol.  currency  for  "  various  -accounts "  with 
various  banks. 

The  funds  belonging  to  the  Government  available  in  gold  in  Funds 

*  17,746,469  dol.  gold  for  inlepe&t  and  4,240,148  dol.  gold  for  amortisation. 

t  Exigible  debt  ("deuda  exigible'*)  means  the  outstanding  debts  on  the  day 
of  closing  acooTints  for  the  financial  year,  whicli  have  been  passed  and  decreed,  but 
sot  actually  paid. 
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London  on  April  30  last  came  to  2,545,000/.     Part  of  this  amount, 
is  destined  for  payment  of  service  of  the  external  debt. 

The  estimated  expenditure  for  1900  (omitting  the  service  of 
the  public  debt)  shows  a  diminution  as  compared  with  that  of 
the   previous  year  of    8,149,138   dol.   gold    and   7,728,170  dol. 

currency  (1,309,000/.)- 

The  Executive  Power  has  also  decreased  the  authorised  budget 
expenditure  by  2,699,689  dol.  currency  (237,600/.)  and  a  stiU 
further  decrease  is  possible  if  certain  reforms  and  economies  are 
taken  strenuously  in  hand. 

The  postal  and  telegraph  services  have,  instead  of  paying  their 
expenses,  caused  a  loss  to  the  exchequer  of  18,000,000  dol. 
currency  in  the  last  12  years,  while  the  State  railways,  instead  of 
being  profitable  investments  of  the  public  money,  have  cost  the 
country  3,118,287  dol.  currency  during  the  years  1894-99. 

The  esUblishnient  of  a  special  superannuation  fund  ("  Monte 
pio  ")  by  deducting  5  per  cent,  from  all  salaries,  pensions,  &c., 
will  contribute  considerably  to  the  5,500,000  dol.  currency  now 
paid  away  annually  by  the  Government  under  the  head  of 
pensions.  In  time  these  funds  will  suffice  to  cover  the  whole 
expenditure. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  maritime  police  with  the  coastguard 
Her\uce,  by  which  a  yearly  saving  of  750,000  dol.  currency  is 
effected,  and  the  reorganisation  of  the  revenue  department,  by 
which  superfluous  posts  and  expenses  are  abolished,  constitute 
steps  in  the  right  direction. 

Lastly,  export  duties  should  be  repealed  as  soon  as  possible 
and  the  customs  laws  should  be  of  a  more  permanent  character — 
the  yearly  revision  by  Congress  of  such  laws  occasioning  perturba- 
tion in  commerce  and  waste  of  time  to  members  of  the  Congress 
and  to  the  officials  of  the  Finance  Ministry. 

The  following  general  observations  may  be  made  on  the 
President's  Message  and  on  Dr.  Eosa's  Report : — 

The  "  liquidation  of  the  past  "  cannot,  as  yet,  be  said  to  have 
been  effected.  As  a  matter  of  ffict  it  has  only  just  commenced. 
The  conversion  of  the  provincial  debts,  the  payments  made  for 
the  redemption  of  railway  guarantees  and  the  paying-off  of  part 
of  the  floating  debt,  of  the  exigible  debt,  and  of  Treasury  Bills 
(these  last  out  of  a  new  loan  of  2,000,000/.)  have  all  added  to  the 
public  debt.  Over  4,500,000  dol.  gold  are,  it  is  seen,  still  owing 
for  "  war  materials,"  and  the  Treasury  Bills  in  circulation  still 
amount  to  over  14,000,000  doL  gold.  Attention  has  already  been 
called  to  the  statement  that  the  currency  has,  in  consequence  of 
the  passing  of  the  monetary  law,  been  amortised  to  the  extent  of 
more  than  160,000,000  dol.  The  stability  of  the  price  of  gold  at 
the  fixed  rate  has,  it  is  true,  so  far  produced  good  results,  but  if, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  the  premium  on  gold  were  to  rise  and 
maintain  itself  at  a  high  rate  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
the  deficit  to  the  revenue  could  not  even  be  calculated.  For  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  the  taxation  in  gold  is  receivable  in  paper 
at  2*27,  while  expenditure  in  gold  would  have  to  be  covered  by- 
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buying  the  metal  at  the  market  rate.  The  financial  prospects  of 
the  country  are  indeed  brighter,  not  because  the  "past  has 
been  liquidated "  but  because  the  National  Treasury  has  been 
reUeved  of  immediate  financial  pressure,  and  there  will  now  be 
time  to  set  about  the  task  of  restoring  order  and  equilibrium  in 
its  affairs. 

The  future  prosperity  of  the  country  depends,  of  course,  on 
many  different  contingencies  such  as  a  good  harvest,  the  high 
value  of  Argentine  products  in  the  European  markets,  the  mainten- 
ance of  peaceful  relations  with  the  neighbouring  States,  and  the 
contiauance  of  tranquillity  in  the  Republic  itself.  It  will,  however, 
also  greatly  depend  on  good  management. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  1899  amounted  to  45,676,188  dol.  Revenue  ana 
gold  and  61,419,992  dol.  currency,  or  together  72,700,984  dol.  expenditure, 
gold  (say,  14,540,000/.),  and  shows,  notwithstanding  certain 
adverse  circumstances  such  as  the  non-sale  of  port  lands  (esti- 
mated at  2,500,000  dol.  currency),  the  assignment  to  the  conver- 
sion fund  from  November  last  of  5  per  cent,  additional  customs 
duties,  and  the  want  of  success  attendant  on  the  new  system  of 
alcohol  taxation,  &c.,  an  excess  of  about  660,000  dol.  gold 
(132,000/.)  over  the  estimates.  Comparing  the  revenue  obtained 
in  1899  «vith  that  of  1898  (33,878,207  dol.  gold  and 
49,744,214  dol.  currency)  an  increase  is  sepn  of  11,797,921  dol. 
gold  and  11,675,778  dol.  currency,  together  (say,  3,400,000/.). 

The  ordinary  and  extraordinary  budget  expenditure  sanctioned 
for  1899  was  26,453,973  dol.  gold  and  101,192,399  dol.  currency. 
The  actual  expenditure  came  to  21,213,187  dol.  gold  and 
96,066,208  dol.  currency,  or  5,240,786  dol.  gold  and 
5,126,191  doL  currency,  together  7,496,310  .  dol.  gold 
(1,499,000/.)  less  than  that  authorised.  To  the  above  expendi- 
ture must  be  added  the  sums  spent  during  the  year  in  virtue 
of  "  Special  Laws,"  9,609,710  dol.  gold  and  7,163,929  dol.  currency, 
and  those  spent  in  accordance  with  "Ministerial  Decisions  and 
Decrees,"  37,923  dol.  gold  and  792,321  dol.  currency.  The  total 
actual  expenditure  will  then  be  found  to  have  been  30,860,820  dol. 
gold  and  104,022,458  dol.  currency. 

As  the  total  estimated  expenditure  sanctioned  for  the  year 
1899,  including  the  estimates  under  the  head  of  "  Special  Laws," 
"Ministerial  Decisions  and  Decrees,"  .came  together  to 
45,125,458  dol.  gold  and  121,650,776  dol.  currency  there  was  a 
difference  of  14,264,638  dol.  gold  and  17,628,318  dol.  currency 
between  the  total  authorised  expenditure  and  the  actual 
expenditure. 
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Comparfttire  The    following    table    renders    the  above   statements    more 

table  of  actual  clear  : — 
and 

^TOndilufre         TABLE  Comparing  Actual  Expenditure  with  the  Authorised 
'  Expenditure  (1899). 

Expenditure  in  Gold.* 


jrees 

• 

Amount. 

Actual 
1   Expenditure. 

DoUars. 
18,214,019 
2,999,168 

Authorised 
1   Expenditure. 

Sums  not 
Expended. 

Budget,  ordinary 

„      extraorainaxy  .. 

Dollars. 
21,603,673 
4,860,300 

DoUars. 

3,389,661 

1,861,182 

Total 
Special  laws 
Ministerial  decisions  and  de< 

21,218,187 

9,609,710 

37,923 

26,468,973 

18,633,662 

37,923 

6,240,786 
9,028,862 

Grand  total.. 

#• 

30,860,820 

45,126,468 

14,264,688 

Expenditure  in  Currency.* 

• 

1 

rees 

Amount. 

Actual 
Expenditure. 

Authorised 
Expenditure. 

Sums  not 
Expended. 

Budget,  ordinary 

„      extraordinary  •• 

Dollars. 
88,668,786 
7,397,473 

DoUars. 
92,316,169 
8,877.230 

Dollars. 

8,646,434 

1,479,767 

Total 
Special  laws        . .         •• 
Ministerial  decisions  and  dec 

96,066,208 

7.163,929 

792,321 

101,192,899 

19,638,224 

820,168 

6,126,191 

12,474,296 

27,882 

Grand  total.. 

104,022,468 

121,660,776 

17,628,318 

• 

See  also  p.  11. 
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The  following  tables,  A  and   B,  show  in  detailed  form  the  Revenue, 
actual  revenue,  as  compared  with  the  estimated  revenue. 


Table  A.— Showing  the  Actual  Revenue  in  the  Budget  of  1899  ^^^^^"^ 
and  the  Estimated  Revenue.  ^  ° 


Import  duties 

Export  duties         

Storage  and  wharfage 

Forts,  moles,  and  d^  docks 

Lights  and  buoys  . .         •  • 

Crane  dues  . . 

Consular  dues 

Health  dues 

Charges  for  statistics  and  stamps. . 

Bent  on  lands         .  •         .  • 

Interest  on  bonds  .  • 

ProTince  of    Buenos  Ayres   (for 

service  of  external  bonds) 
Insurance  companies         .  • 
National  bank  (in  iiquidatidn)     . . 
Ten  per  cent,  additional  import 

duties       ..         .. 
"Sundries      ..         ..         .• 


Beceipts. 


actual  and 

estimated 

reyenue. 


Actual. 

Estimated. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

Dol.  gold. 

Dol.  gold. 

Dol.  gold. 

28,388,262 

26,410,000 

+ 1,978,262 

2,617,177 

2,400,000 

+    217,177 

1,131,554 

950,000 

+    181,554 

922,343 

701,600 

+    220,748 

202,270 

167,700 

+      34,570 

206,632 

200,700 

+        5,832 

127,782 

120,000 

+        7,732 

35,916 

29,000 

+        6,916 

292,315 

238,000 

+      54,315 

65,865 

+      65,365 

1,739,847 

625,525 

+  1,114,322 

1,366,800 

1,360,000 

+        6,800 

45,149 

. 

+      45,149 

279,390 

115,467 

+    168,923 

8,224,381 

8,800,000 

-    575,619 

31,155 

15,300 

+      15,855 

Total I     45,676,188         42,133,292 


+  3,542,896 


Examining  the  results,  as  seen  from  Table  A,  it  will  be  noticed  Bemarks  on 
that  there  has  been  an  excess  over  the  estimates  under   every  ^^^  returns  of 
head  except  under  that  of  "10  per  cent,  additional  customs  duty."  ^^®^^®' 
With  regard  to  this  latter  it  should  be  explained  that  the  actual 
returns  were  8,818,084  dol.  gold,  but  593,692  dol.  gold  had,  in 
conformity  with  the  monetary  law,  to  be  paid  into  the  Conversion 
Office. 

The    ordinary    import    duties    show    an    excess     of    nearly  Import  duties. 
2,000,000  doL  gold  (400,000/.)  over  the  amount  calculated  upon. 
The  large  increase  in  the  returns  for  "interest  on  bonds  "  is  due  Interest  on 
to  several  fortuitous  causes,  amongst  others  to  the  removal  of  the  ^^^' 
difficulties  connected  with  the  failure  of  Messrs.  Murietta,  diffi- 
culties which  prevented  for  a  long  time  the  recovery  of  interest 
on  some  750,000Z.  worth  of  bonds  deposited  by   the  Argentine 
Grovemment  in  the  Bank  of  England.     The  accumulated  interest 
on  these  bonds  has  recently  been  paid.  • 
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The  (leUils  of  the  returns  under  this  head  are  as  follows : — 


Interest  on  F.O.C.  Norte  Railway  bonds,  2nd  lerieB 
Keceived  from  Messrs.  Cahen,  d'Anrers,  for  sale  of  bonds, 
Gl-iiaranteed  railway  bonds       . .  . .  .  •         • . 

Interest  on  bonds  deposited  in  Bank  of  England    . . 
„  '*  Port  of  Buenos  Ajrres  *'  shares 


Amount. 

£ 

«. 

d. 

143,184 

0 

0 

1,948 

7 

7 

1,060 

0 

0 

166,719 

3 

0 

82,296 

6 

0 

Total 345,207  15 


^  Dr.  Bosa  put«  this  amount  at  1,739,847  dol.  gold. 

Table  B. — Showing  the  Actual  lievenue  in  the  Budget  of  1899 
and  the  Estimated  Revenue. 


Alcohol . .         

Beer 

Mat<;he8. .  ..  •• 

Insurance  com))anie8  . . 

Playing  cards   , . 

Tobacco  •  •  . .         •  • 

Sugar     ..         •• 

Sanitary  works  • . 

Land  tax 

Licences 

Stamped  paper 

Postal  serriee   . . 

Telegraph  service 

Traction  scryice  •  •         •  • 

Working  of  yerba  mat^  plan- 
tations 

Lease  and  sale  of  lands 

Sundries  ..         •• 

Bailways — 

Central  Northern    •  •         . « 
Andine  ..         #• 

Dean  Fnnes  to  Ghilecito    . . 

Begistration  of  real  estates    . . 

Begistration  of  mortgages 

National  Bank 

Sale  of  port  lands 

Insurance  companies  . . 

Natural  wines  • .         • .         • « 

Artificial  wines. . 

Oil         

Hats 


Beceipt«. 


Total 


Actual. 


Dol.  paper. 
13,625,599 

964,075 
1,988,106 

288,407 
73,623 
10,762,410 
2,706,815 
5,012,340 
1,854,495 
2,059,246 
5,277,396 
3,534,887 
1,215,840 

141,261 

34.305 
642,539 
803,301 

1,856,979 

1,076,403 

274,012 

87,500 

32,500 

1,695,652 

288,417 
4,241,702 

479,873 
752,224 


Estimated. 


61,708,407 


Increase  or 
Decrease. 


Dol.  paper. 
20,000,00r) 

800,000 
1,800,000 

350,000 
91,000 
8,600,000 
3,000,000 
5,000,000 
2,200,000 
1,800,000 
5,560,000 
8,200,000 
1,350,000 

155,000 

42,000 

1,500,000 

600,000 

1,900,000 
1,126,000 

184,000 

40,000 

35,000 

2,000,000 

2,500,000 

350,000       I 
3,000,000 

100,000 

160,000 
1,000,000 


68,322,000 


Dol.  paper. 

-  6,374,401 
+  164,075 
+      188,106 

-  61,593 
17,377 

+   2,252,410 

-  293,186 
+    12,840 

-  345,505 
+   259,246 

-  272,604 
+      884,887 

-  134,160 

13,739 

7,696 

-  857,461 
+   203,301 

44,021 

-  48,597 
+    90,012 

-  '  2,500 

2,600 

-  804,848 

-  2,500,000 

61,583 

+  1,141,702 

+   329,373 

-  247,776 


-  6,618,593 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ARCxENTlNE  KKPUBLIC. 


11 


Turning  to  Table  B  the  returns  are  seen  to  be  soniewliat 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  total  result  is  a  difference  to  the  bad  of 
some  6,600,000  dol.  currency  as  between  estimates  and  revenue. 

The     tax     on    alcohol    which    was     calculated    to    produce -^^oo***^^* 
20,000,000     dol.     currency    brought     in     only    13,625,599    dol. 
currency.     Reference  is  made  to  this  subject  later  on. 

The  tax  on  sugar  came  actually  to  6,361,315  dol.  currency.  Sugar. 
Of  this  sum,  3,654,500  dol.  currency  had  to  be  paid  away  in 
drawbacks  on  exportation  thus  leaving  a  sum  of  only  2,706,815  dol. 
currency  for  the  Treasury  instead  of  the  3,000,000  dol.  currency 
calculated  upon.  During  1899  the  total  production  of  sugar  was 
92,861,527  kilos. 

The  table  given  below  is  a  comparison  of  the  figures  of  the  Kxpendituw. 
actual  expenditure  of  1899  with  those  of  the  authorised  expeiidi-  ^'"^'^^  . 

.  -^  ^  comparing 

ture :  actual  and 

authoriBed 

Table  showing  Budget  in  detail  of  the  Actual  Expenditure  for  expenditure, 
the    Tear    1899,   as   compared   with    the   Authorised   Ex- 
penditure. 


Actual  Expenditure. 

Authorised  1 
Gold. 

Expenditure. 

Qold. 

Currencj. 

Currency. 

ConfCT6t8  ...        ...        ...        

Home  Depmrtment       

foreign        , 

Finance        „              

Department  of  Justice 

War  Department         

Marine       „                

Department  of  Ajnrlcultare    

PubUc  Worka  Department     

Pensions,^ 

Dollars. 

294,«02 
17,919,717 

Dollars. 
2,644,700 
18,637,099 
1,193.006 
17,989,100 
11,928,873 
16,460,624 
12,121,199 
1,608,808 
6,676,993 
4,824,834 

Dollars. 

^6,341 
21,308,332 

dollars. 
2.663,080 
18,799.026 
1,196,560 
18,954,678 
12,176,702 
16,910,862 
13,608,391 
1.689,380 
6,603,144 
4,<»14,3A6 

Extraordinary  expenditure    

18,214,019 
2,099,168 



21,213,187 

88,688,786 
7,897,473 

21,603,673 
4,860,300 

92,816,169 
8,877,230 

Total 

96,066.208 

26,463,973 

101,192,399 

Special  laws       

Ministerial  decisions  and  decrees     ... 

9,609,710 
87,923 

7,163,929 
792,321 

18,633,662 
37,923 

19,638,224 
820,163 

9,647,683 

7,956,260 

18,671,486 

20,468,377 

Qrand  total 

30,860,820 

104,022,468 

46,126,468 

121,650,776 

In   explanation  of  the   disbursement  of   these  large  sums — ifixtra- 
9,647,633  dol.  gold  and  7,956,250  doL  currency  (together  some  ^S^^nte"' 
2,600,000Z.) — outside   the   budget  it  should  be    stated   that  the  explanation' 
amount  of  9,609,710  dol.  gold  spent  in  virtue  of  Special  Laws  as  to. 
includes  the  4,400,000  dol.  gold  worth  of  bonds  for  the  rescission  of 
the  Transandine  Railway  Guarantee,  3,928,104  dol.  gold  payment 
made  for  war  material  acquired  in  Europe,  453,260  dol.  gold  pay- 
ment of  an  outstanding  debt  to  the  French  Government  on  the 
part  of  the  Argentine  Post  Office,  and  lastly  a  sum  of  160,584  dol. 
gold  paid  for  the  year  1898  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  Marine 
Department. 

These  four  sums  come  together  to  8,941,948  dol.  gold. 
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External 
debt. 


Internal 
debt. 


The  remainder  was  expended  on  dredgers  in  connection  with 
the  works  of  the  Martin  Garcia  Channel  (230,769  dol.  gold),  the 
conservation  of  the  Northern  Port  Channel,  &c.  Of  the 
7,028,929  dol.  currency  also  spent  in  virtue  of  "  Special  Laws," 
1,480,000  dol.  currency  is  the  diflerence  between  tlie  Treasury  bills 
taken  by  the  insurance  companies  and  the  "  Popular  Loan  "  bonds 
at  80  per  cent,  which  were  given  them  in  exchange  ;  1,200,000  dol 
currency  is  for  the  destruction  of  locusts ;  600,000  dol.  currency 
for  the  arrears  of  debt  in  the  Department  of  Marine ;  500,000  dol. 
currency  to  fill  the  deficit  of  the  sum  which  the  National  lotteries 
are  supposed  to  pay  out  of  the  profit  made,  for  the  support  of 
certain  philanthropic  institutions,  and-  the  remainder  of  the  amount 
to  expenses  connected  with  "  earthquakes,  inundations,  epidemics, 
construction  of  telegraphs  and  railways,  &c." 

The  external  debt  on  December  31,  1898,  was  316,397,750  dol. 
gold.  During  the  year  1899  the  amortisation  effected  was 
1,285,704  dol.  gold,  while  the  emission  of  new  bonds  came  to 
29,477,244  dol.  gold,  making  the  total  amount  of  the  debt  on 
December  31,  1899,  344,589,290  dol.  gold.  Adding  to  this  amount 
the  41,413,818  dol.  gold  worth  of  bonds  issued  for  the  settlement 
of  the  provincial  debts,  the  nominal  amount  of  the  external 
debt  passed  on  to  the  present  year  (1900)  comes  to  386,003,108  dol. 
gold. 

Dr.  Itosa  explains,  however,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
above  sum  (85,800,137  dol.  gold)  consists  of  bonds  belonging  to 
the  nation  itself.  Thus,  31,980,136  dol.  gold  (6,345,265/.)  must  be 
deducted  for  the  value  of  bonds  deposited  in  London;  also 
34,000,000  dol.  gold  constituting  the  converted  debt  of  the 
province  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  further,  4,874,688  dol.  gold  given  to 
the  province  of  Santa  F6  for  the  settlement  of  its  accounts  with 
the  French  Company  in  reference  to  the  railway,  payment  of  the 
interest  on  which  sum  ought  to  be  borne  by  that  province ;  again, 
7/245,315  doL  gold  wliich  the  province  of  Entre  Eios  should  pay 
out  of  the  14,225,715  dol.  gold  which  were  granted  to  it  for  the 
settlement  of  its  external  debt ;  and  lastly,  7,699,998  dol.  gold  on 
account  of  the  National  Bank  in  liquidation.  The  deduction  of 
85,800,137  dol.  gold  being  made,  the  external  debt  actually  weigh- 
ing on  the  National  Treasury  will,  it  is  seen,  remain  at 
about  300,000,000  dol.  gold. 

During  the  year  1899  the  internal  gold  debt,  wliich  in  1898 
amounted  to  160,999,000  dol.  gold,  was  decreased  by  amortisation 
to  the  extent  of  108,000  dol.  gold,  leaving  it  at  160,8^1,000  dol. 
gold.  In  this  amount  are  still  included  bonds  to  the  value  of 
136,188,850  doL  gold  issued  in  virtue  of  the  Law  of  November, 
1887  (Guaranteed  Banks).  These  bonds,  in  consequence  of  the 
conversion  of  the  provincial  debts,  have  become  the  property  of 
the  nation  and  have  been  exchanged  for  External  Debt  Bonds 
paying  4  per  cent,  interest  and  J  per  cent,  amortisation.  The 
1,554,500  dol.  gold  worth  of  bonds  of  the  National  Land  Mortgage 
Bank  are  likewise  still  included.  Deducting  these  sums  there 
remain  23,147,650  dol.  gold,  and  this  last  amount  will,  it  is  estimated, 
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when  other  arrangements  to  be  come  to  with  certain  of  the-  pro- 
vinces during  the  course  of  the  present  year  are  effected,  be  finally 
reduced  to  6,375,000  dol.  gold. 

The  internal  paper  debt,  which  in  1898  came  to  104,596,344  dol. 
currency,  was  increased  in  the  past  year  by  a  fresh  emission  of 
200,800  dol.  currency,  and  decreased  by  amortisation  to  the  extent 
of  6,046,133  (Jpl.  currency.  The  total  amount  on  December  31, 
1899,  was,  therefore,  98[751,000  dol.  curi-ency.  This  does  not, 
however,  include  the  7,200,000  dol.  currency  worth  of  bonds 
belonging  to  the  nation  which  were  issued  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  floating  debt  of  1894. 

Adding  together  all  the  figures  given  above  by  Dr.  Rosa  it  will  "^^^ 
be  found  that  the  total  liabilities  of  this  country  in  April  last  were  ^cl<S)tedneM. 
as  follows : — 


Amount. 


Gold. 

I  Dollars. 

External  debt        300,203,982 

Internal  debt        i  6,375,000 

Exigible  and  floating*  debts       . .         . . '  940,661 

Treasury  bms        14,214,088 


Currency. 


Dollars. 

98,751,300 
4,588,866 
1,828,938 


Oost  of  armaments 

Be-purohase  of  Buenos  Ajres  port  shares 

Cuirent  accounts  with  various  banks    . . 


Total 


321,738,731 
4,666,000 
4,082,000 

105,164,101 
2,600,000 

330,431,781 

107,764,104 

*  Dr.  Bosa  states  that  this  does  not  include  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt,  as 
the  debt  of  the  Public  Works  Department  is  not  taken  into  account. 


The  actual  national  indebtedness,  therefore  (omitting  the  sums 
due   for  "  armaments,"   "  redemption  of  port  of  Buenos  Ayres 
Bonds,"   and    "current   accounts"),   amounted  in   April   last  to 
321,733,731  dol.  gold  and  105,164,104  dol.  currency.     The  service  Service  of 
to  be  paid  in  1900  comes  to  18,661,864  dol.  gold  on  the  external  P^^^^c  ^^^^  ^^ 
debt  and  11,695,218  dol.  currency  on  the  internal  debt,  or  together  ^^^* 
23,807,759  dol.  gold  (4,760,000/.)  out  of  a  budget  the  revenue  of 
which  is  estimated  at  20,819,978  dol.  gold  and  94,271,309  dol. 
currency,  together  62,299,353  doL  gold  (say,  12,460,000/.).     In 
1901  when,  as  already  stated,  full  service  of  interest  and  amortisa-  interest  and 
tion  is  renewed  the  nation  will  have  to  devote  17,746,469  dol.  gold  T^'?f?*^^\ 
for  interest  on,  and  4,240,147  dol.  gold  for  amortisation  of,  its|nifl!oi 
external  debt,  or  a  total  of  21,986,617  dol.  gold.     If  to  this  suul 
are  added  the  338,750  dol.  gold  and  11,695,218  dol.  currency, 
together  5,484,646  dol.  gold,  required  for  the  service  of  the  internal 
debt  it  will  be  found  that  a  total  sum  of  27,471,263  dol.  gold 
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TTniftcatioii  of 
the  external 
loans. 


Alcohol,  as  to 
taxation  of. 


Number  of 
distilleries, 
annual 
production, 


(5,494,000/.)*  is  needed  for  service  and  amortisation  of  tlie 
external  and  internal  debts,  and  this  exclusive  of  the 
2,000,000  dol.  gold  which  the  Minister  states  is  wanted  for  the 
service  of  the  floating  debt,  with  a  view  to  its  liquidation  (see 
page  5). 

Alluding  to  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  country 
if  the  public  debt  could  be  unified,  Dr.  Rosa  points  out  that,  of 
the  foreign  loans  with  which  the  Government'  is  at  present 
burdened,  three  loans  amounting  together  to  41,067,533  dol.  gold 
pay  interest  at  6  per  cent. ;  eight  loans,  amounting  together  to 
133,176,375  dol.  gold,  pay  interest  at  5  per  cent. ;  .  two  loans, 
amounting  together  to  43,702,682  dol.  gold,  pay  4J  per  cent. ; 
twelve  loans,  amounting  together  to  155,743,095  dol.  gold,  pay 
4  per  cent. ;  and  one  loan,  amounting  to  12,314,434  dol.  gold,  pays 
3^  per  cent. 

"  We  should  endeavour,"  says  Dr.  Rosa,  "  to  do  away  with  the 
bonds  of  the  '  Morgan '  loan  of  1891  and  all  other  bonds  paying 
6,  5  and  4^  per  cent.,  until  we  arrive  at  a  universal  rate  of  4  per 
cent.,  which  is  that  which  is  in  keeping  with  the  credit  of  the 
Republic  and  with  the  saeritices  made  to  maintain  it. 

"  4  per  cent,  is  the  rate  of  interest  to  which  the  bonds  of  other 
South  American  States  have  attained — States  not  superior  to  the 
Argentine  Republic  either  by  their  population,  by  their  wealth,  or 
by  the  immediate  future  to  which  they  are  called. 

"  Unfortunately  ...  it  must  be  recognised  that  the  moment 
when  a  general  unification  is  possible  has  not  yet  arrived.  It  is 
necessary,  in  order  that  such  an  operation  may  be  realised,  to  wait 
until  the  state  of  the  European  markets  shall  have  improved,  and 
until  the  credit  of  the  Republic  shall  have  been  completely  re- 
established." 

Dr.  Rosa,  basing  his  facts  and  opinions  on  the  report  of  the 
director  of  the  department  concerned,  enters  at  some  considerable 
length  into  the  question  of  the  taxation  of  alcohol,  the  working  of 
the  new  law  (in  force  since  the  beginning  of  last  year),  and  the 
apparent  diminution  in  the  consumption  of  alcohol  as  seen  from 
the  loss  to  the  revenue.  It  appears  that,  in  1898,  there  were 
42  distilleries  of  alcohol  from  grain,  and  79  distilleries  from  sugar 
cane — together  capable  of  an  annual  production  of  some  122,706,600 
litres.  In  addition  to  these  distilleries,  there  were  467  stills  for 
producing  alcohol  from  wine.  The  total  amount  of  alcohol  that 
could  be  produced  each  year  is  some  seven  times  that  required  for 
consumption  in  the  country ,t  and  the  Minister  points  out  that  no 
industry  can  possibly  flourish  under  such  circumstances,  and  that, 
consequently,  the  grain  distilleries  must  disappear,  unable  as  they 
are  to  compete  with  the  cheaper  process  of  production  resulting 
from  sugar  cane  distilleries.  Some  years  ago,  when  this  fact  first 
became  evident,  a  syndicate  was  formed  which  rented  most  of  the 
grain  distilleries,  the  object  being  to  keep  them  closed  and  to  buy 

*  Senor  Berduc  puts  the  total  sum  required  at  a  somewhat  higher  figure. 

t  This  statement  is  contested.  Br.  Hosa  puts  the  normal  annual  consumptii  n 
of  alcohol  at  from  only  8i  to  4  litres  per  head  of  the  population. 
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up  all  the  alcohol  produced  from  sugar  cane.  The  production,  in 
succeeding  years,  became  so  great  that  the  syndicate  could  not 
<5arry  out  their  original  intention  and  had  to  suspend  btisiness. 
An  attempt,  which  also  failed,  was  then  made  to  limit  the  quantity 
produced  by  each  distillery  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  market.  The  idea  of  a  partial  or  an  entire  monopoly  by  Dr.  Eosa 
the  State  has  often  been  mooted,  but  Dr.  Eosa  is  altogether  averse  S?^*^  ^  * 
to  such  a  scheme  on  the  ground  that  the  indemnification,  which  xnonopoly. 
would  have  to  be  given  to  the  distillers  for  expropriation,  would 
<5ome  to  some  50,000,000  doL  cunency.;  that  the  prevention  of 
fraud  and  clandestine  distilling  would  be  as  difficult  as  ever ;  and 
that  the  State  itself  is  not  a  good  administrator  as  seen  from 
the  manj^ement  by  Government  of  railways  and  of  telegraph  and 
postal  services.  In  his  opinion,  the  best  system  is  that  on  which 
the  present  law  is  based,  a  system  first  adopted  in  Great  Britain 
and  in  the  United  States,  and  subsequently  in  Italy,  France  and 
Belgium.  The  new  law  should,  however,  be  strengthened  by  the 
inclusion  in  it  of  articles  empowering  the  infliction  of  imprison- 
ment on  transgressors,  a  pecuniary  fine  alone  being  insufficient  to 
prevent  the  perpetration  of  fraud. 

Dr.  Eosa  ascribes  part  of   the  apparent   diminution   in   the  Supposed 
consumption  of  alcohol  to  the  following  causes  : —  dimSnution 

(1)  To  a  lesser  use  of   artificial   beverages,  &c.,  made  with  in  the 
alcohol,  such  bever«^es  having  been  superseded  by  the  greater  coDsamptioii. 
consumption  of  wine,  beer,  &c. 

(2)  To  the  fact  that  alcohol,  when  used  for  mixing  "with  wine 
"  in  the  same  locality,"  has  now  been  exempted  from  duty  and 
does  not  therefore  figure  in  tlie  returns  of  the  quantity  consumed. 

(3)  To  the  '*  denaturisation "  of  alcohol,  the  quantity  "de- 
naturised  "  being,  since  1897,  exempt  from  taxation. 

Thus  the  1,400,547  litres  ''  denatuiised  "  in  1899  do  not  appear 
in  the  returns. 

(4)  To  the  "  graduation  "  of  alcohol  and  to  its  present  condition 
of  comparative  purity.  The  great  sugar  cane  distilleries  in  the 
Northern  provinces,  and  especially  in  Tucuman,  did  not  at  first 
possess  the  requisite  machinery  for  purification ;  and  whereas  the 
strength  of  commercial  alcohol  was  formerly  85  per  cent,  to  92 
per  cent.,  the  minimum  is  now  fixed  at  95  per  cent,  of  pure  alcohol. 
It  must  also  now  be  free  from  all  impurities. 

But  perhaps  the  most  important  cause  of  the  apparent  diminu- 
tion in  question  has  been  the  repeated  raising,  within  a  short 
space  of  time,  of  the  rate  of  taxation.  Thus  the  tax  on  alcohol, 
which  in  1897  was  only  30  or  35  c.  per  litre,  was  raised,  first  to 
60  c.  per  litre  in  November,  1897,  and  then  to  1  dol.  currency  in 
August,  1898,  the  present  rate. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  law  requires  some  altera-  Alterations 
tion  as  its  enforcement  has,  so  far,  been  attended  by  serious  loss  roq^i^^  ™ 
to  the  revenue,  and,  according  to  some  authorities,  by  an  increase  j^J^g^  ^' 
of  fraud  and  by  deterioration  in  quality.  fraud. 

A  pamphlet,  recently  published  by  Dr.  F.  Uriburu,  refutes  all  Befutation  of 

the  arguments  and  official  statistics  put  forward  by  Dr.  Sosa  and  ^'-  "^^^^ 
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the  Director  of  the  Alcohol  Department,  and  claims  to  prove  satis- 
factorily that  the  annual  consumption  per  head  of  the  population 
is  8  litres,  and  that,  therefore,  the  returns  of  excise  duty  should 
show  a  consumption  of  at  least  6  to  7  litres  per  head,  the  fact  of 
these  not  doing  so  being  manifestly  due  to  fraud  and  want  of 
proper  supervision.  Dr.  Uriburu  maintains  that  only  about 
one-third  of  the  quantity  of  alcohol  consumed  in  1899  paid 
duty  ;  that  the  diminution  cannot  be  attributed  either  to  the 
greater  use  of  alcohol  distilled  from  wine,  to  the  increased  con- 
sumption of  wine  and  beer,  or  to  the  larger  importation  of  various 
foreign  liquors.  The  raising  of  the  duty  cannot  also  account  for 
the  diminution  in  the  consumption  as,  though  the  duty  has  been 
raised  to  1  doL  cun-ency,  the  price  of  alcohol,  when  sold  wholesale, 
has  only  increased  from  20  to  30  c,  while  the  price,  when  sold  in 
retail,  has  not  altered  at  all. 

The  writer's  general  conclusions  are  that  the  present  law  is 
altogether  unfitted  to  cope  with  fraudulent  distilling;  that  it 
restrains  the  production  of  alcohol  by  the  larger  factories ;  and 
that  a  monopoly  would  be  a  most  beneficial  measure  both  as 
regards  the  public  health  and  the  National  Treasury. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Bohemia  for  the  Tear  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Forbes. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  2, 1900.) 

The  population  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia  is  about  6,300,000.  Population. 
The  capital  is  Prague,  with  380,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  about 
30,000  are  Germans.     The  population  of  Bohemia  is  24  per  cent. 
of  the  Empire. 

The  city  of  Prague  ranks  next  to  Vienna,  and  is  beautifully  Situation, 
situated  on  the  Eiver  Moldau.     It  was  founded  by  Libusa,  tlie 
wife  of  Prizemsyl  I,  In  700  a.d.     King  Ottakar  II  (1253-1278) 
invited  Germans  to  colonise,  and  the  gold  and  silver  mines  were 
then  first  worked,  and  are  so  to  this  day. 

For  about  100  years  there  followed  a  time  of  war,  famine,  and  Hiatorical 
plunder,  but  under  Charles  IV  (1346-1378)  it  greatly  increased  in  "^etch. 
size  and  importance.  He  rebuilt  the  royal  palace  on  the  Hradschier, 
founded  the  new  part  of  the  city,  connected  it  with  the  old  city 
by  the  present  stone  bridge  which  bears  his  name,  and  established 
here  tlie  first  German  university  in  1348.  He  brought  skilled 
workmen  from  Italy,  Germany,  France,  and  the  East  to  teach 
the  people  their  trades  and  develop  their  industries,  he  also 
introduced  the  Burgundy  grape-vine,  and  founded  the  wine 
industry.  From  this  time  the  city  of  Prague  continued  to 
increase  in  importance  commercially  and  politically  as  the  capital 
of  one  of  the  richest  countries  in  Europe,  well  watered  and 
wooded,  abounding  in  mineral  wealth  (especially  in  coal  and  iron), 
and  with  a  magnificent  soil  for  agricultural  purposes,  producing; 
j^ain  of  all  kinds,  and  the  finest  hops  in  the  world).  The  sugar 
beet  is  largely  cultivated,  the  production  of  sugar  being  one  of  the 
chief  industries. 

The   vast   resources   of  the  country   are   capable   of   greater  Be§ouroet. 
development,  two  great  drawbacks  to  which  are  the  rival  animosi- 
ties of  tlie  Czech  and  German  races,  and  the  ever-incrensing  taxa- 
tion, which  cripples  its   industries   and  prevents  foreign  capital 
from  coming  in. 

Commercial  education  is  considered  of  great  importance.     In  Oommerciial 
Prague  there  are  two  Government  schools  (where  the  students  are  eductttion. 
taught  in  the  Czech  and  German  tongues),  in  addition  to  several 
privnto  e^tal»lifcihnients.     This  is  also  the  case  in  all  the  important 
(535)  A  2 
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towns.     Further,  there  are  technical  schools  for  several  of  the 
greater  industries  and  arts. 

The  telephone  service  is  good,  and  is  in  connection  with 
Vienna,  Berlin,  Dresden,  &c.  This  was  founded  by  the  English 
Continental  Company,  and  bought  out  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
Imperial  Government. 

The  city  is  excellently  lighted  by  electricity,  wliich  is  also 
largely  used  in  the  public  buildings  and  private  houses ;  this  is 
done  by  the  Corporation. 

Electric  trams  run  through  the  principal  streets  and  U^  the 
suburbs;  the  service  is  good  and  the  carnages  are  roomy  and 
comfortable. 

In  addition  to  railway  commimieation,  goods  can  be  conveyed 
direct  from  Prague  to  Hamburg  by  water,  and  of  recent  years 
ports  with  quays  and  wharves  for  the  convenience  of  shippers  of 
goods  and  merchandise  have  been  constructed.  However,  during 
the  winter  months  this  route  is  not  available  as  the  river  is 
frozen. 

A  general  coal  strike  has  just  been  brought  to  an  end ;  the 
miners  throughout  Bohemia  and  Moravia  refused  to  work  unless 
their  hours  were  reduced  and  their  wages  increased,  but  after 
about  10  weeks  the  strikers  returned  to  their  work  unconditionally. 
Much  misiTj  and  suffering  was  the  result,  the  winter  being 
unusually  pevere,  the  price  of  coal  rose  to  four  times  its  normal 
cost,  and  even  at  this  price  could  not  always  be  got ;  much  loss 
was  c^ustd  to  tiade  as  many  factories  had  to  cease  working. 
Large  quantities  of  coal  were  imported,  and  some  came  from 
England. 

The  national  debt  ot  the  Austrian  Empire,  exclusive  of  the 
kingdom  of  Hungary,  amounts  to  about  ^^75,000,000/. 

The  national  income  amounted  in  1899  to  about  63,000,000/. 

The  total  amount  derived  from  income-tax  in  the  Empire  was 
1,868,750/.,  of  this  sum  over  20  per  cent,  was  contributed  by  the 
Kingdom  of  Bohemia. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  average  yearly  income  from  which 
the  above  tax  is  derived  is  highest  in  the  city  of  Prague  with 
2,100  fl.,  then  Vienna  with  2,000  fl.,  as  against  the  whole  of 
Lower  Austria  with  1,834  fl.,  and  Dahnatia  with  1,207  fl.  This 
is  a  stiiking  proof  of  the  wealth  of  Bohemia. 

At  my  request  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  Prague,  Reichen- 
berg,  Pilsen,  and  Budweis  have  consented  to  receive  and  place  in 
their  export  bureaus  for  public  information  any  price  lists  and 
catalogues  from  British  firms  and  manufacturers  who  may  wish 
to  enter  into  or  extend  their  trade  with  this  country.  I  would 
advise  these  being  as  far  as  possible  in  the  German  language. 

The  principal  imports  from  Great  Britain  are  iron,  leather, 
machinery,  cotton,  wool,  and  from  India,  cotton,  jute,  rice,  indigo, 
jspices,  linseed,  gums,  &c.,  as  also  cofiee  and  cocoa. 

The  principal  exports  are  sugar,  leather  goods,  eggs,  and  glass 
to  Great  Britain. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  Engli'ih  furniture,  groceries, 
hosiery,  hats,  stoneware,  drapery,  such  as  linings,  curtains,  &c. 
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It  is  the  pr«w5tice  of  the  United  States  Consuls  in  Austria-  Oonauiar 
Hungary  to  meet  at  a  specified  Consulate,  and  discuss  matters  meetings, 
bearing  on  trade,  &c.,   in   their  Considar  districts  once  in   eadh 
year. 

The  Imperial  Government  has  directed,  in  order  to  foster  its  OontnwtB. 
home  industries,  that  contracts  for  Grovemment  projects,  such  as 
the  erecting  of  slaughter-houses,  market  halls,  &c.,  shall  not  be 
given  to  any  foreign  firm. 


Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Austria-Hungary  during  the         Total  imporii. 
Years  1899-98. 


Year. 


1899.. 
1S98.. 

Total  decrease. 


Value. 


£  .  M.  d. 
67,438,343  18  4 
70,272,406  18    4 


2,834,152  16    0 


Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Austria-Hungary  during  the        Total  exports^ 
Tears  1899-98. 


Tear. 

Value. 

1899 

1893 

£           «.    d. 
80,327,320    0    0 
72,381,623  16    8 

Total  increase 

7,946,796    8    4 

Throughout  this  report  I  have  converted  Austrian  values  into  AquiTalents. 
sterling  by  taking  12  fl.  to  the  1/.  The  Austrian  meter  centner  is 
equivalent  to  100  kilos.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  separate 
statistics  for  Bohemia,  as  Austria-Hungary,  Bohemia,  &c.,  are  all 
massed  together  by  the  Imperial  GrOvemment  under  one  head 
In  many  instances  I  have  only  given  quantities  and  values,  but 
should  fuller  information  on  any  point  be  required  I  shall  be  glad 
to  furnish  it,  if  obtainable. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Trieste  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  H.  L  Churchill. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  24,  l600.) 

The  trade  of  Trieste  for  the  year  1899  has  made  very  little,  if  Trade  and 
any,  progress.  commeroe. 

According  to  the  most  competent  authorities,  as  long  as  new 
railway  branches  are  not  constructed  connecting  Trieste  with  the 
most  important  manufacturing  centres  of  Austria,  and  the  harbour 
accommodation  at  Trieste  itself  is  not  very  much  improved  and 
enlarged,  very  little  hope  is  entertained  of  improved  trade  prospects 
for  this,  the  only  port  of  Austria. 

Statistics  show  that  in  1832  Trieste  held  the  twelfth  position 
in  the  list  of  the  world's  commercial  centres.  In  1887  she  came 
down  to  the  twenty-second,  and  in  1895  she  only  held  the  twenty- 
seventh  place.  Trieste  has  doubtless  lost  much  by  the  abolition 
of  the  free  port  in  1891. 

It  seems  to  be  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  Hambui-g  is 
attracting  much  of  the  trade  that  hitherto  came  to  Trieste. 
Improved  river  navigation  in  Germany  has  resulted  in  goods 
reaching  the  central  portions  of  Austria  at  cheaper  rates  than  by 
sea  to  Trieste  and  thence  by  rail  to  the  interior. 

The  exportation  of  cast  steel  in  the  shape  of  stem,  stern  posts, 
rudders,  and  brackets  shipped  to  England  for  British  shipbuilding 
is  worthy  of  notice  (see  page  9). 

I  am  giving  in  the  tables  on  pp.  5-6  the  principal  articles  of  import*  from 
import  and   export   between   the  British  Empire  and  this  port  **»»  B^ti^^ 
during  the  years  1897-98.     The   figures    for  1899  wiU  not   be  ^"'P''^- 
available  until  the  month  of  November.     It  will  be  seen  from  the 
list  of  imports  that  most  articles  have  increased  slightly.     A  lai-ge 
increase  in  the  items  iron  and  steel  is  noticeable,  from  48,000 
to  101,000  metric  quintals.     A  decrease  of  374  quintals  in  the  tea 
furnished  vi§,  England  is  shown.     On  the  whole  imports   from 
Oreat  Britain  an  increase  of  116,666  quintals  is  shown  as  compared 
-«%'ith  1897. 

In  the  imports  from  British  India  an  increase  of  80,243  quintals 
-a^ppears  on  the  total  though  a  decrease  occurs  in  cofiFee,  tea,  cotton, 
(548;  A  2 
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pepper  and  ginger.  An  increaee  of  nearly  100,000  quintals  is  to 
be  not^d  in  the  item  "  oil  seeds  "  of  various  kinds. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  the  large  quantities  of  rice  imported 
from  India,  an  increase  of  14,000  quintals  being  noted.  Cotton 
decreased  by  47,000  quintals. 

In  the  trade  with  other  British  possessions  very  little  change 
took  place  excepting  in  the  imports  from  Malta,  where  an  enormous 
decrease  appears.  From  a  total  importation  of  506,442  quintals 
in  1897  it  fell  to  52,286  quintals  in  1898.  The  only  item  that 
remains  on  the  list  for  1898  seems  to  be  "  potatoes  "  with  42,748 
quintals  in  1897  and  51,068  quintals  in  1898.  Practically  all  the 
other  articles  of  import  in  the  long  list  for  1897  have  disappeared, 
such  as  slaked  lime,  cement,  component  parts  of  concrete,  o7,460 
quintals;  old  iron,  &c.,  15,500  quintals;  dried  figs  and  other  fruit, 
150,000  quintals ;  various  minerals,  148,900  quintals ;  olive  oil, 
28,000  quintals ;  nuts  of  various  kinds,  44,000  quintals ;  and  wine, 
34,500  quintals. 
Exports  to  The  table  of  export  to  Great  Britain  shows  a  falling-ofif  of  over 

^^"'^**      50  per  cent,  in   flour  and   a  general   fall   all   round   with  the 
™'*  exception  of  an  increase  in  sugar  and  miscellaneous  articles.     If 

any  Austrian  sugar  finds  its  way  to  Great  Britain  it  is  evidently 
not  conveyed  by  sea  from  an  Austrian  seaport.  There  is  an 
increase  in  the  Exportation  of  staves. 

In  the  exports  to  British  India  an  increase  of  11,000  quintals 
is  shown  on  paper  of  all  kinds,  and  a  falling-off  of  23,000  quintals 
in  sugar. 

The  exports  to  Malta  show  an  increase  of  13,000  quintals  and 
73,000  pieces  of  wood  of  various  kinds.  The  trade  between 
Malta  and  Trieste  would  appear  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition  from  a  British  point  of  view  ;  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
above  remarks  a  very  large  decrease  in  imports  occurretl  and  aa 
increase  in  exports  from  Trieste  to  Malta  is  shown  in  the  returns 
under  consideration. 
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Comparative  Table  showing  ItnpoHs  by  Sea  during  the  Years 

1897-98. 


Quantity. 

1897. 

1898. 

Fbox  Gbbat  Bbitain  and 
Ibblaitp. 

Coals  and  coke 

Coffee 

Tea.. 

Cotton  and  cotton  textiles 

Iron  and  steel       

Yam 

Machinery 

Oil,  various  kinds 

Pitch  and  tar        

Hides          

Dried  and  salted  flsh 

Bice 

Soda           

Vitriol        

Sundries 

Met.  quintals. 

1,973,932 

27,897 

l,e09 

5,757 

48,627 

5,414 

2,449 

13,080 

5,842 

6,231 

9,200 

14,918 

5,805 

22,730 

49,706 

Met.  quintals. 

2,018,267' 

38,493 

1,235 

7,074 

101,425 

7,060 

4,690 

10,662 

6,194 

3,^12 

9,030 

4,635 

7,496 

22.180 

67,620 

Total 

2,193,147 

2,309,813 

Fbox  British  India. 

Coffee         

Tea 

Cotton         

Pepper  and  ginger 

Ghim           

OU,  yariouB  kinds 

Hides          

Bice 

Oil  seeds,  various  kinds    .  • 

Tin 

Mirabolams           

Sundries 

5,975 

275 

249,175 

24,658 

2,539 

4,676 

33,259 

205,371 

54,383 

7,014 

33,797 

25,229 

4,446 

121 

202,687 

16,248 

8,085 

6,722 

34,919 

219,598 

152,639 

14,078 

38,366 

33,684 

Total 

646,850 

726,593 

Fbox  othxb  Bbitish 
P0BSBB8ION8. 

Total  imports  from  Aden.  • 

8,269 

8,602 

606,442 

9,80S 

6,602 

52,286 
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Comparative  Table  showing  Exports  by  Sea  during  the  Years 

1897-98. 


To   G&BAT   BSITAIN  AlTD 

Ibsland. 

Paper  and  cardboard  . . 

Flour     

Oilcake 

Sugar     ». 
Fruit,  dried 
MiflCellaneouB   .. 

Total 

Stares    .. 


To  Bbitish  India. 

Paper  of  all  kinds 
Metalware  of  all  kinds 
Tissues,  stuffs,  &c. 

Glass 

Sugar     .. 
Miscellaneous   .. 

Total 
Wood)  staves,  and  planks,  &c. 


To  OTHBB  BbITIBH 

P088B88IONB. 

Total  exports  to  Aden .  • 
Wood 

Total  exports  to  Oyprus 
Wood 

Total  exports  to  Malta 
Wood 


Met.  quintals 


Pieces 


Met.  quintals 


Pieces 


Met.  quintaLi 

Pieces 

Met.  quintals 

Pieces 

Met.  quintals 

Pieces 


Quantity. 


1897. 


21,200 
55,500 
24,200 
1,100 
9,000 
28,660 


1898. 


19,700 

25,655 

5,580 

4,530 

5,450 

30,760 


189,660 
2,070 


91,675 
8,600 


40,529 

23,690 

5,800 

4,950 

831,177 

86,592 


442,738 
130,000 


22,727 
71.960 
13,674 
62,164 
28,947 
108,832 


52,096 

30,268 

8,630 

9,700 

307,860 

46,938 


456,491 
151,390 


19,960 
70,115 
15,102 
65,621 
41,636 
182,699 


Sugar.  During  the  year   1899  the  price  of  sugar  did  not  undergo 

any  great  fluctuation.  The  average  price  of  sand  sugar 
(centrifugato),  viz.,  13|  fl.,  was  maintained  during  the  whole  of 
March  almost  unchanged.  From  this  period  the  price  gi-adually 
augmented  until  the  end  of  July  when  the  highest  price  was 
14|  fl.  From  this  date  until  the  end  of  the  year  the  price 
gradually  began  to  decline  till  it  touched  13^  fl.  The  annual 
average  for  sand  sugar  was  14  fl. 

During  the  year  under  review  1,608,400  quintals  were  imported, 
as  shown  by  the  following  table,  and  1,488,900  quintals  were 
exported. 

From  the  various  inland  refineries  the  arrivals  were  1,608,400 
quintals  as  follows : — 
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From — 


(^  UiUitilj. 


Bohemia .  • 
Morayia  .. 
Lower  Austria 
Silesia  •  • 
Gulicia  .. 
Hungary. . 

Total 


1691). 


Quintals. 
265,000 

1,009,000 
98,400 
56,000 

180',000 


1,608,400 


189S. 


Quintals. 
273,000 
693,600 
105,000 
48,000 
800 
146,000 


1,266,400 


On  December  31, 1899,  the  stock  in  hand  was  104,700  quintals, 
as  against  67,000  quintals  in  1898  and  99,000  in  1897. 

The  largest  export  was  to  Turkey  with  502,600  quintals  ;  India 
comes  next  with  269,600  quintals;  Italy  third  with  140,500 
quintals  ;  Egypt  and  Syria  with  129,900. 

The  syndicate  formed  for  the  exportation  of  sugar  to  Japan 
agreed  unanimously  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  Austrian  Lloyd's 
should  inaugurate  a  new  direct  line  to  Japan,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  new  line  will  soon  come  into  activity,  and  also  the  said 
company  will  establish  a  branch  line  between  Singapore  and  the 
Australian  ports. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  rise  in  prices  of  English  coal,  English  ooaL 
three  steamers  laden  with  American  coal  reached  Trieste.     This  American 
is  the  first  occasion  on  which  American  coal  has  been  imported  ^*^* 
into  Austria  in  competition  with  English  coal.     I  am  informed 
that  American  coal  from  the  Pocahontas  mines,  which  is  reported 
to  be  equal  to  the  best  Welsh  steam  coal,  can  be  imported  at  5& 
under  the  price  of  Welsh  coal.     The  freight  charged  on  the  three 
cargoes  of  10,000  tons  that  were  under  Austrian  flag  was  205.  per 
ton. 

Though  the  supply  of  coal  at  present  in  this  place  is  verj^ 
limited,  very  few  orders  have  been  given  to  English  agents  who 
have  visited  this  place  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  orders  for 
American  coal,  the  reasons  given  being  the  anticipation  that  the 
Austrian  strikes  would  be  of  short  duration. 
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Impoktation  of  Coal  into  Trieste,  by  Sea  and  Land,  during  the 

Year  1899. 


From — 

Quantity. 

Total. 

BritiBh  coal 

Cardiff 

Newcastle 

Scotland 

Yorkshire..  . 
Lancashire 

Istria         

Dalmatia 

Styria        

Moravia    .. 

Hungary 

Bosnia 

Total    .. 

England 

Germany  (Westphalia)  .. 

Greece 

Austria  (Moravia) 
Hungary  .. 

Tons. 
88,252 
51,742 
17,927 
7,680 
1,232 

Tons. 
166,883 

70,706 

Austrian  coal    .  •         •  • 

82,552 
20,529 
18,652 

1,898 
214 

1,861 

15,430 
35,938 

828 
6,584 

640 

237,639 

Coke 

58,920 

Comparison  between  the  Years  1899-98. 


Quantity. 

1899.. 

1898. 

British  coals 

Austrian  coals 

Coke       

Tons. 

166,838 

70,706 

58,920 

Tons. 

167,964 

87,648 

41,741 

Pig-iron. 


Import  of  Pig-iron  during  the  Years  1899-98. 

• «  ■     •  •       •« 

Quantity. 

From  Great  Britain. 

From  United  States. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899.                1898. 

Pig-iron 

Tons. 
485 

Tons. 
980 

Tons.        '        Tons. 
9,603         ;        12,078 

1 

?t*oi.  Tlie  import  of  steel  for  building  ships  and  boilers  decreased  in 

the  year  1899  in  proportion  to  the  dimiDished  output  of  tonnage 
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during  that  period,  whereas  in  the  year  1898  rather  more  tonnage 
was  built  and  a  larger  percentage  of  imported  steel  was  consumed. 


Year. 

Number 
ofYesseU. 

Gross 
Tonnage. 

Amount  of 

British 

Material. 

Amount  of 
Austrian 
Material. 

Percentage. 

British. 

Austrian. 

1898 
1899 

16 
8 

14,740 
14,020 

Tons. 
4,668 
1,130 

Tons. 
5,614 
8,870 

81 

8 

87 

62 

The  smaller  percentage  of  British  material  supplied  to  Austria 
is  only  the  result  of  the  fact  that  the  British  producers  stipulate 
for  very  long  delivery,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  orders  they 
have  to  fill,  but  the  price  of  British  steel  is  still  lower  than  that  of 
steel  made  on  the  Continent. 

Material  furnished  by  the  Austrian  makers  of  steel  to  ship- 
builders is  in  every  respect  up  to  date  and  equal  in  quality  to  the 
British  article,  but  steel  for  boiler-making  is  nevertheless  usually 
obtained  from  the  steel  company  of  Scotland  which,  during  1899, 
increased  the  percentage  of  its  share  of  the  business. 

Generidly  marine  boilers  are  partially  made  in  England  and 
afterwards  rivetted  together. 

There  is  now  much  competition  in  the  trade  of  steel  tubes  Steel  tubes. 
and  fittings,  but  for  boiler  and  high  pressure  tubes  British  made 
goods    are    preferred    on   account  of    their    great    solidity   and 
good  material,  the  Continental  made  tubes  being  apt  to  corrode 
very  soon. 

During  the  year  1899,  327  tons  of  cast  steel  were  supplied  to  Cast  steel. 
British  shipbuilders  by  the  steel  works  of  E.  Skoda,  of  Pilsen, 
Bohemia,  in  the  shape  of  stem,  stem  posts,  rudders,  and  brackets. 
This  firm  works  in  connection  with  Vickers  and  Co.,  of  Sheffield. 

A  considerable  number  of  American  pumps,  such  as  Blacke  Pumps, 
pumps  and  Wheeler  pumps,  and  condensers  have  been  supplied  to 
the  ship  and  engine  builders  here  and  also  to  the  Imperial  Dock- 
yard at  Pola. 

The  British  Weir  pumps  for  hot  feed  water  with  heater  and 
evaporators  are  still  in  general  favour,  and  a  Jargel}''  increased 
number  has  been  imported. 

Winches   and   all    auxiliary   engines   still    remain   a   British  Winches, 
monopoly,   none  having  as   yet  been  imported  from  any  other 
country. 

Very  few  anchors  and  chains  are  supplied  by  Austrian  makers  Anchors  and 
as  the  majority  of  merchant  ships  are  clnssed  in  Lloyd's  Eegister  *^^"'^"' 
of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping,  according  to  the  rules  of  which 
vessels  must  be  provided  with  anchors  and  cliains  certified  at  a 
testing  house.     Austria  has  no  testing-house. 

The  question  of   the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  fishery  The  fishery  in 
industry  in  the  Adriatic  was  l)rou,i'ht  before  the  Vienna  ^lunicipal  the  Adriatic 
Council  in  March    1899,  ami  certain  suggestions  were  made  in 
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order  to  improve  the  system.  It  was  suggested  that  steamers 
should  be  used,  and  that  fish  markets  at  the  capital  should  be 
granted  greater  facilities  than  hitherto. 

At  present  the  night  mail  from  Trieste  carries  fresh  fish  at  a 
very  favourable  rate  to  Vienna,  but  nevertheless  North  Sea  fish  is 
sold  at  better  prices  and  fish  from  the  Adriatic  seems  unable  to 
compete  favourably. 

There  have  been  no  new  industries  of  importance  in  this 
Consular  district  in  1899. 

The  constitution  of  a  company  with  a  capital  of  3,000,000  corone 
for  the  jute  industry  is  reported. 

On  the  Dalmatian  coast,  the  Krka  and  Gubavica  Waterfalls 
are  being  utilised  as  motive  power  for  new  industiies  (see 
Consular- Agent  Topich's  Keport,  page  12)  which  are  being 
established. 

During  1899,  8,886  vessels  witli  a  tonnage  of  2,181,746 
entered  the  port  of  Trieste.  There  was,  therefore,  an  increase 
of  178  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  118,634  over  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  flags  were : — Austro-Hungarian,  Italian,  British, 
and  Greek ;  other  nationalities  being  but  slightly  represented. 

171  British  vessels,  all  steamers,  entered  with  246,641  tons  and 
4,594  crew ;  there  was,  therefore,  a  decrease  of  15  British  vessels 
and  9,108  tons  from  1898. 

Of  these  171  vessels,  125  brought  general  cargoes ;  27,  coal ; 
11,  rice;  3,  oranges  and  lemons;  1,  wool;  1,  pitch;  and  3  were 
in  ballast. 

Of  the  174  British  ships  cleared  during  the  same  period,  123 
took  general  cargoes ;  1,  wood ;  1,  wool ;  and  49  went  in  ballast. 

The  year  1899  has  been  relatively  good  for  the  Austrian 
Lloyd  Steamship  Company,  so  that  a  dividend  was  declared  of 
20  fl.  per  share.  The  net  profit  has  been  1,042,711  corone  58  c. 
The  company  have  suflfered  considerably  by  the  coal  strike.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that  the  new  steamers  already  working  or  in 
construction,  owing  to  their  greater  tonnage  and  saving  of  coal, 
will  give  good  results.  Amongst  articles  of  exportation  which 
are  expected  to  increase  is  sugar.  The  approval  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  an  increase  of  15  to  20  per  cent,  on  the 
Lloyd's  tariffs  to  the  Levant  is  confidently  anticipated  by  them. 
The  increase  of  tariffs  is  in  consequence  of  other  steam  companies 
having  done  so. 

The  new  Minister  of  Commerce,  Baron  de  Call,  is  reported  to 
have  declared  lately  that  the  Austrian  Lloyd  steamers  have  the 
best  name,  particularly  as  passenger  steamers.  His  Excellency 
added  that  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  since  the  existence  of  the 
Austrian  Lloyd  Company  no  passenger  has  lost  his  life  in  con- 
sequence of  misfortune  happening  to  any  of  their  vessels.  That 
the  complaints  about  transport  of  goods,  &c.,  made  lately, 
although  justified,  must  be  attributed  to  the  unfavourable  con- 
dition of  the  port  of  Trieste,  as  well  as  to  the  increase  of  the 
exportation,  which  last  fact  is  by  itself  very  encouraging. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd's   have  at  present   64   steamers  with  a 
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tonnage  of  153,836  tons;  five  new  steamers  are  in  course  of 
xjonstruction,  the  greater  part  being  laid  down  in  their  arsenal  at 
Trieste. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  Austrian  Lloyd  Company  have  ^''ew  line  to 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a  subvention  from   the  Government  for  a  ^^^^^  ^Vfnca. 
new  line  to  South  Africa.     This  line  will  afford  a  much  required 
opening    for    Austrian     industries,    more    especially    after    the 
termination  of  the  Transvaal  war. 

Dr.  Stibral  (Acting   Minister  of    Commerce)    presented    (in  Protection  of 
November  22,  1899)  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  a  Bill  respecting  »^*™*^''- 
the  protection  of  seamen. 

In  1890  Trieste  had  a  population  of  155,471,  which  has  Population 
increased  to  167,286  in  1899,  showing  a  difference  of  11,815  j;^jP;'^^^^ 
in  nine  years. 

A  small  increase  is  shown  in  the  birth-rate,  and  a  very  slight 
decrease  in  the  death-rate.  These  items  show  progress  in  the 
right  direction. 

The  principal  diseases  duiing  1899  were  influenza  and  affections 
of  the  respiratory  organs. 

The  municipal  officer  of  health  recommends  that  temporary 
measures  should  be  taken  for  the  supply  of  sufficient  water  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  water  famine  under  which  the  city 
has  suffered  during  recent  years  in  the  height  of  the  dry  mid- 
summer season.  Other  measures  proposed  are  the  reorganisation 
of  the  public  scavanger  service. 

A  society,  entitled  "  Society  per  la  lotta  contro  la  Tubercolosi,"  ^^^-  . 
with  a  capital  of  200,000  corone,  is  being  organised.  ^  ^^  ^^"** 

Births  at  Trieste. 


•         •  •         ••         •  • 

Total 

Number. 

1898. 

1899. 

Males      . 
Females  , 

2,670 
2,489 

2,708 
2,646 

5,169» 

6,358t 

*  Equal  to  about  81  per  1,000  inhabitants, 
t  Equal  to  about  32  per  1,000  inhabitants. 
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Deaths  at  Trieste. 


Number. 


18flS. 


1899. 


Males      . 
Females  . 

•                  •  a                  •  •                  •  • 

Total 

2,J82 
2^2 

2,397 
2,206 

4,664» 

4,605t 

*  Equal  to  about  28  per  1,000  inhabitants, 
t  Equal  to  about  27  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

Public  works.  A  second  railway  to  Vienna  is  projected.  The  Acting-Minister 
for  Commerce,  Dr.  Stibral,  presented  (in  November  22,  1899)  to 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  a  Bill  respecting  the  works  for  enlarging 
the  port  of  Trieste. 

The  Trieste  Marine  Board  is  continually  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction and  repairing  of  moles,  breakwaters,  &c.,  down  the  whole 
of  the  Istrian  and  Dalmatian  coast. 

An  economical  local  railway — Trieste-Scorcola-Opcina  is  pro- 
jected. A  local  company  has  already  obtained  Government 
auth9rity,  and  will  commence  work,  it  is  said,  very  shortly. 

Part  of  the  town  has  been  illuminated  with  electric  light. 

The  existing  horse  tramway  will  be  abolished  shortly  and  will 
be  superseded  by  an  electric  tramway  on  the  most  approved  modern 
system  with  overhead  wires. 

The  construction  of  the  Trieste-Parenzo  railway  will  shortly 
begin. 
Agricultore.  Little  is  to  be  said  about  agriculture  in  this  district.     Istria 

suffered  very  much  duriug  1899  so  that  the  Central  Grovernment 
has  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trieste  Governor's  office  a  povert}^ 
subsidy  of  164,000  corone,  for  the  province  of  Istria* 

It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  system  inaugurated,  in  Styria,  of 
firing  cannon  shots  at  hail  clouds,  which  have  hitherto  caused 
much  damage  to  the  crops  and  vines.  The  experiments  sug- 
gested are  to  take  place  at  Pirano  and  Capodistria,  &c. 


LiSSA, 


Mr.  Consular- Agent  Topich  reports  as  follows : — 
Industries.  During  1899  industries  in  Dalmatia  did  not  show  much  pro- 

gress, but  it  is  hoped  that  the  ground  is  preparing  for  a  better 
future. 

The  great  "Gubavica"  falls  (principally  in  the  hands  of  a 
Vienna  company)  near  Almissa,  on  the  Cetina,  which  can  furnish 
motive  power  of  many  thousand  horses,  is  on  the  point  of  being 
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regulated ;  several  companies  have  already  been  formed  for  the 
^iirection  of  various  manufactories ;  and  as  the  Government  has 
lately  constructed  a  wide  iron  bridge  on  the  Cetina,  as  well  aa 
many  roads  which  are  putting  the  Primorje  Littoral  in  easy  and 
direct  conjunction  also  with  Spalato,  a  satisfactory  development 
is  anticipated.  On  account  of  want  of  capital  and  of  consequent 
enterprise,  all  industries  are  in  the  hands  of  foreigners. 

The  great  carbide  of  lime  manufactory  and  also  other  smaller  Carbide  of 
industries  originating  from  the  Krka  Waterfall  near  Scardona  are  in  Hme. 
the  hands  of  a  Venice  company. 

The   coal    mines    of    Siveric    belong    to    an    Austro-Italian  conl  mines. 
<5ompany. 

The   rich   asphalt   mines   near   Vergoraz  are   worked  by  the  Ajphalt. 
Vienna  firm  "  Konig."     The  same  firm  has  undertaken  new  works 
ill  the  coal  district  of  Monte  Promina  with  excellent  results  ;  it  is 
therefore  hoped  that  even  iu  1900   two  new  first-class  coal  mines 
will  be  opened. 

The   Scardona    coal    mine    belonging   to    the    Trieste   firm,  PuWic  works. 
"  Brod  and  Co./'  is  working  well,  but  the  quality  is  poor. 

The   new   Dalmatia-Herzegovina    railway,    Gabella-Ragusa- j^allways. 
Bocche  di  Cattaro,  will  be  ready  in  1901,  and  will  put  the  Bocche 
di  Cattaro  in   direct    conjunction    with   Herzegovina.     It   is   a 
strategical  railway,  but  will  also  be  useful  to  commerce. 

The  construction  of  the  Spalato-Dugopolie-Sinj  railway  has 
already  begun,  and  the  Government  has  made  a  grant  for  1900 
of  1,500,000.  corone.  From  Sinj  the  works  will  proceed  to 
Arzano,  whilst  the  piece,  Arzano-Bugojno,  where  the  Bosnian 
railway  begins,  has,  on  account  of  Government  views,  not  yet 
been  approved. 

The  free  navigation  is  improving.  Ten  new  steamers,  of  large  Navigatioiu 
tonnage,  have  been  ordered  in  England  by  Dalmatian  shipownei^ 
for  transatlantic  voyages.  Several  old  steamers  have  been  bought 
during  the  year.  This  movement  is  principally  due  to  Uie 
Government  which,  by  subsidising  very  widely  and  by  sup- 
pressing taxes,  has  put  shipowners  in  a  position  to  improve  their 
situations. 

In  several  parts  of  Dalmatia  crops  (especially  vines)  have  vines, 
been  ruined  in  1899  by  bail  and  other  causes.  Lissa  alone 
suffered  t6  the  extent  of  over  1,400,000  corone.  On  the  other 
hand,  several  other  disti*icts  gave  a  phenomenal  vintage,  so  that 
Dalmatian  wine  production  in  1899  rose  to  1,510,000  hectolitres 
from  900,000  in  1898. 

Poverty  is  general,  because  the  sales  are  very  few  and  prices 
-excessively  low  (except  at  Lissa,  the  excellent  wine  of  this  district 
having  won  such  a  name  as  to  find  even  now  a  fairly  high  price). 
The  reason  of  the  evil  is  to  be  found  in  the  tariffs  regulating  the 
importation  of  wine  from  Italy ;  for  whilst  Italian  wine  fiUs  all 
the  Austrian  markets,  Dalmatian  wine  cannot  be  sold,  and  the 
people  are  suflferilig  in  consequence.  .     j 

Last  year's  fisheries  haVe  beeri  very  poor  in  the  whole  province,  Fisheriai. 
the  principal  fishing  di&rtrict,  Lissa-Comissa,  included.     Conse- 
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quently,  the  work  of  so  many  preserving  fish  factories  erected 
at  Lissa  and  along  the  Dalmatian  coast  has  been  nearly  nil. 

The  olive  crop  has  been  almost  nil. 

The  cultivation  of  tobacco  is  exteiuling,  and  during  181)9  gave 
about.  1,200  tons. 

From  600  to  1,000  small  horses  are  shipped  every  year  (prin- 
cipally daring  August-December)  from  Dalmatia  to  Italy.  The 
principal  ports  of  shipments  are  Zatb,,  Spalato,  Risano,  and 
Cattaro.  These  horses  come  from  Sin  and  Knin  and  from  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovina. 

Public  health  has  been  excellent. 


Tkade  of  Trieste  by  Land  during  the  Year  1899,  compared 

with  1898. 


From — 

Imported  by 
BaU. 

To— 

Exported  by 
RaU. 

Austria,  interior. . 

Hungary 

Bosnia  and  Herzegovina 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

France 

Germany 

Italy        

Netherlands 

Houmania           •  •          t  • 

Russia 

Servia 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Met. 

quintals. 

6,468,010 

1,050,674 

64,915 

669 

41 

1,922 

150,772 

42,830 

16 

3,015 

296 

2,708 

14,064 

Austria,  interior. . 
Hungary  . .         •  •         •  • 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina 
Belgium   .. 
Bulgaria  .. 

France     

Germany . .          . .          « . 

Italy         

Netherlands 

Roumania 

Russia 

Servia 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Total.  1899       .. 
„     1898 

Met. 

quintals. 

5,159,059 

761,818 

43,485 

56 

1,657 

3,066 

783,717 

113,283 

155 

25,905 

108,172 

43,740 

78,645 

1 

Total,  1899 

„     1898         .. 

7,799,932 
8,016,6S5 

7,122,764 
7,253,903 

Note. — 1  metric  quintal  —  100  kilos. 


Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year 
1899,  compared  with  1898. 

Entered. 


1898. 

1899. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
Yeeeels. 

Tons. 

Sailing  .. 
Steamers 

2,865 
6,843 

124,716 
1,938,396 

2,842 
6,044 

125,266 
2,056,480 

Total     •• 

8,706 

2,068,112 

8,886 

2,181,746 
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1                    1898. 

1899. 

!   Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing 2,901 

Steamers           .•         ..         5,873 

127,980 
1,942,111 

2,807 
6.058 

120,159 
2,051,658 

Total     ..         ..•        8,774 

1 

2,070,041 

8,865 

2,171,817 

Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year 
1899,  compared  with  1898,  according  to  Nationalities. 

Entered. 


1 

^98. 

1899. 

Country. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Sailing 
Steamers   . . 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Austria-Hungary  ..  ■ 

1,076 
5,121 

37,012 
1,318,570 

891 
5,302 

36,166 
1,892,494 

Ignited  States        ..  j 

Sailing       . . 
Steamers   .. 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Belgium 

Sailing 
Steamers   .. 

2 

3,002 

8 

8,987 

Brazil 

Sailing      .. 
Steamers   ., 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Bulgaria     <• 

Sailing 
Steamers   ., 

1 

116 

•• 

•• 

Denmark     .. 

Sailing 
Steamers   .. 

"l 

"763 

"2 

'1,197 

France        ••         ,,  < 

Sailing 
Steamers  .. 

*3 

3,893 

•  • 
1 

'l,655 

Germany    ..         •.  -j 

Sailing 
Steamera   .. 

32 

34,168 

*30 

34,768 

Greece 

Sailing 

101 

13,806 

65 

10,501 

Steamers   .. 

62 

54,714 

56 

49,568 

Great  Britain 

Sailing 
Steamers  .. 

186 

255,749 

173 

247.779 

Italy 

Stiiling 

1,643 

70.526 

1,815 

75,951 

Steamers   .. 

414 

247,162 

427 

264,083 

Montenegro 

Sailing       .. 
t^teamers   .. 

8 

234 

20 

1 

605 
25 

Netherlands 

Sailing 
Steamers   ., 

• « 
1 

1,214 

"1 

"794 

Turkey        ..         .. -^ 

Sailing 
Steamers   .. 

33 

1,925 

48 
13 

1,676 
10,597 

Portugal     .. 

Sailing 
Steamers   .. 

"l 

'i09l 

•• 

•  • 

•  ■ 

■ 
Russia 

Sailing 
Steamers   .. 

'*9 

11,966 

*9 

13,462 

SamoB         •• 

Sailing 
Steamers   . . 

2 

263 

3 

•  • 

368 
•  • 

Spain 

Sailing 
Steamers   .. 

4 

8,034 

'12 

22,468 

Sweden  and  Norway  • 

Sailing 
Steamers  .. 

1 
8 

834 
4,653 

14 

18,603 
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1808. 

1899. 

Country. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

SaUing       . . 

Steamers   .. 

Yeseels. 

Vessels. 

Austna-Hongarj  • 

1.089 
5,146 

37.361 
1,318,990 

859 
5,314 

31,975 
1,387,218 

United  States 

bailing       •« 
'  1    Steamers   .. 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

Belgium 

r  ,  Sailing       .. 
•  li  Steamers  .. 

"2 

3,002 

"3 

3,987 

Bnzil 

J\  Sailing 
*  1    Steamers  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

Bulgaria     . . 

J  -  SaiUng 
'   I     Steamers   •. 

1 

116 
•  • 

•• 

•• 

Denmark    .  •         . 

f\  SaUing       .. 

•  L 1  Steamers  . . 
r  1  SaiUng      .. 

*  \  \  Steamers   •  • 

*2 

*i,868 

'*2 

'1,197 

France 

'3 

3,893 

•  • 
1 

1,655 

Germany    . . 

r    Sailing 
•  [  1  Steamers   • . 

•  • 
33 

35,626 

•  • 
29 

82,579 

€beece 

1  Sailing 
'  \    Steamers   .. 

102 

14,428 

66 

10,428 

62 

54,687 

58 

50,108 

Great  Britain 

,  Sailing 
'  '   1  Steamei-s   .. 

183 

251,200 

m 

249,235 

Italy 

r 

SaiUng 

:    1,661 

72,135 

1,811 

74,324 

Steamers   .. 

4U 

245,996 

425 

265,066 

Montenegro 

: 

Sailing       • . 
Steamers   •• 

250 

•  • 

18 

1 

530 
25 

Netherlands 

SaiUng      .. 
Steamers   •• 

•• 

1,214 

"1 

•  • 
794 

Turkey 

ft  Sailing       .. 

36 

2,580 

50 

2,534 

•  1  1  Steamers   . . 

792 

13 

10,597 

Portugal     . . 

(\  Sailing       .. 
•  \  \  Steamers   . . 

•• 

'2,091 

•• 

.. 

Bussia 

!  SaiUng      .. 
*  \\  Steamers  •• 

ii 

13,098 

"12 

15,176 

Samos 

f  1  Sailing       . . 
'  \    Steamers   .. 

226 

3 

368 
•  • 

Spain 

^   f 

Sailing 
Steamers   •. 

•• 

•• 
8,034 

ii 

20,419 

Svreden  and  Norwa 

j{ 

Sailing       .. 
Steamers   .. 

8 

834 
4,653 

'14 

13,603 
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Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and 
British  Colonies  at  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year  1899, 
compared  with  1898. 

Entered. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1898 

1899 

186 
171 

255,749 
246,641 

4.877 
4,594 

Cleared. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1898 

1809 

183 
174 

251,200 
251,553 

4,798 
4,676 

Eeturn  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Carrying  Trade 
of  Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  the  Port  of 
Trieste  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


with  Cargoet. 


In  Ballaat. 


Total. 


Countries. 


I  Nninb«rof  \      T<>n.        '  Number  of 
I    YesBels.     |       *°°**      i     Veatcls. 


i 


Austria      ... 
Hungary   ... 
Italy 
Greece 
United  States 
Malta 

BritfBh  India 
AnBtralia  ... 

Tbtal      .» 


24 
40 
26 
28 

7 
14 

1 


42,380 
62,612 
29,046 
42,773 

4,048 
29,877 

2,140 


138        I     202,876 


Tons. 


I  Nnmberof 
Vessels. 


903 
2,698 


639 


26 
40 
25 
28 

8 
14 

1 


4,040 


Cleared. 


Tons. 


903 
44,878 
62,612 

29.046 
42,773 

4,687 
29,877 

2,140 


206,916 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Conntrles. 

Number  of         -„„. 
I     Vessels.          ^°°"- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Austria      ... 

1        1           639 

639 

Hungary  ... 

..1           68        !       90,082 

8 

12,247 

76 

102,279 

Italy 

27               44,943 

3 

3,693 

SO 

48,636 

Russia       ... 

..  ■ 

16 

29.663 

16 

29,666 

Oreeee 

6 

8,689 

8.689 

Tnrkfey      ... 

..i          ...          1          ... 

6 

7,303 

7,303 

Boomanla... 

1 

1,396 

1,396 

Egypt       ...       . 

..;         I           1,416 

1 

1,933 

3,348 

United  States 

..{            19               28,217 

1 

2,211 

20 

30,428 

France 

••'          •••                    ... 

1 

1,981 

1,981 

Malta 

8                 4,862 

... 

4,862 

Algiers      ...       . 

1                 2,140 

"2 

... 
3.260 

2,140 
3,260 

Morocco     ... 

..'          ...                    ... 

1 

1,157 

1,167 

British  India 

•>           .«•                     • 

1 

1,507 

1,607 

Newfonndland    . 

..' 

2,040 

2,040 

Total      ...       . 

..'          126        1     172.148 

48 

76,882       1 

173 

249,030 
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Austrian  MercantQe  Marine  in  1899,  compared  with  1898. 


1899. 

1898. 

Number  of 
VeBsels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Steamers 

Sailing 

183         i 
1,464 

161,902 
35,007 

178 
1,481 

146,399 
39,524 

Total     .. 

1,647         ' 

196,909 

1,659 

185,923 

Population  of  the  Principal  Towns  of  the  Trieste  Consular 

District. 


Number 

Towns. 

of 

Inhabitants. 

Remarks. 

Trieste 

166,745 

(June  1899) 

Gh)ri2ia  (Q-drz) 

23,313 

Lubiana  (Laibach)    . . 
Istria— 
Pirano 

36,500 

Including  about  2,000  soldiers 

12,400 

The  whole  commune  for  1894 

Parenzo 

3,500 

(The  whole  commune,  about  8,559)  for  1894 

BoTigno 

10,103 

For  1897 

Pola 

26,530 

And  8,562  military 

Dalmatia — 

Zara 

11,496 

(The  whole  commune,  about  28,230)  for  1890 

Sebenico 

11,000 

(The  whole  commune,  about  20,360) 

Spalato 

22,752 

For  1890 

Bagusa 

11,177 

For  1890 

Cattaro 

3,329 

Including  1,035  military,  last  census,  end 
of  1890 

LONDON: 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office, 

By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 

(75     5  I  00— H  ft  S     548) 


Digitized  by 


y  Google 


u 


No.  2483  Annual  Series. 
DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


ATJSTRIA-HUNGAEY. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899 


OX    THE 


FOREIGN    TRADE    OF    AUSTRIA- 
HUNGARY. 


EEFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  232(  > 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 
JULY,  1900. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICK, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PRINTJEB8  IN  OBDINABT  TO  HSB  MAJB8TT. 


And  io  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  BookBeller,  from 

STRB  k  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Hakding  Stkkkt,  Flsbt  Stbsbt,  E.G.,  and 

32,  Abingdon  Stbkbt,  Westminster,  S.W.  ;  or 

JOHN  MENZIES  &  Co.,  12,  Hanoyer  Street,  Edinbcbgh,  and 

90,  West  Nile  Street.  Glasgow;  or 

fiODQES,  FIGGIS,  k  Go.,  Limited.  104,  Gbavtoit  Stbbbt,  Dubliw. 

1900. 
[Cd.  1—120.]  Price  Twopence. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Pagr 

Introductorj  remarks ^ 3 

•  Ausgleich  '*  ^ 3 

Foreign  trade;  general  Atatbtics 3 

Imports    - 6 

Jixports ^^^,.,^ 6 

Sttttistioal  tables  .^ 7 

Trade  with  British  India  ^ 15 

„               „      Colonies  ........»^ 19 

Sugar    ...........................^.......^ 26 

Kffeot  of  Indian  sugar  duties 27 

Audtro-Hungarian  Export  Association........... 28 

Commercial  syndicates 28 

Limited  liability  companies 29 

Commercial  museum 29 

Labour  movement 29 

Bankruptcy - 31 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2483.  Annual  Series. 

Iteference  to  premms  Reports,  Anniial  Series  No.  2320. 


Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Austria- Ha nyary  for  the  Year 

1899 

By  Mk.  Consul-Gexeral  Paul  von  Schoeller. 

(ReceiTod  at  Foreign  Office,  June  25,  1900.) 

The  unsatisfactorj"  political  state  of  affairs,  the  uncertainty  of  introductory 
the  domestic  situation,  and  the  repeated  ministerial  changes  during  comments. ' 
the  year  1899  exercised  an  untoward  influence  on  the  commercial 
development  of  the  Dual  Monarcliy. 

Only  very  few  of  the  pressing  economic  questions  dealt  with 
during  the  past  12  months  have  been  definitely  settled.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  provisional  arrangements  could  only  be  arrived 
at  owing  to  the  standstill  of  legislation. 

As  a  proof  of  the  compulsory  inaction  of  the  Eeichsrath  it  is  Austro-. 
only  necessary  to  point  to  the  so-called  "  Ausgleich,"  or  politico-  Hungarian  ^^ 
economic  compromise  between  Austria  and   Hungary,  which  is  *  ^"®?^**^*^- 
of  the  utmost  moment  to  both  halves  of    the  Monarchy.     The 
Austrian  Ministry  failed  to  bring  about  a  parliamentary  agreement 
on  this  important  subject  as  a  whole. 

The  adverse  influence  exercised  by  a  temporary  adjustment 
of  matters  urgently  needing  a  definite  settlement,  can  easily  be 
estimated.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  postponement 
lias  detrimentally  affected  almost  every  branch  of  industry  in  the 
Monarchy,  and  in  Austrian  commercial  circles  anxiety  as  to  the 
future  is  the  predominant  characteristic. 

The  official  returns  dealing  exclusively  with  the  foreign  trade  Foreign  trade 
of  Austria-Hungary  show  that  in  1899  the  total  value  of  the^®^.®™^ 
exports  amounted  to  77,367,000/.,  as  compared   to   67,300,000/.  ■***^*^' 
in  1898.     The  total  value  of  the  imports  reached  65,858,300/.,  as 
compared  to  68,316,700/.  in  the  foregoing  year.     According  to 
these  figures,  therefore,  there  was  an  increase  of  10,067,000/.  in 
the  value  of  exports  and  a  decrease  of  about  2,458,000/.  in  that 
of  imports  during  the  12  months  under  notice.     The  total  value 
of    both   imports   and   exports    together    show    an    advance    of 
7,609,000/. 

The  above  particulars  sufl&ce  to  demonstrate  that  the  improve-  ^'^fl'*«p<^?  ^^ 
ment  is  mainly  due  to  the  increase  of  exportation,  and  that  on^nui**^"* 
although  the  statistics   relating  to  importation  have  undergone  returns. 
(631)  A  2 
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some  changes,  tliey  exercise  only  a  secondary  influence  on  the 
final  totals. 

To  facilitate  an  estimate  of  the  movement  in  the  value  of 
both  imports  and  exports  during  the  past  five  years,  and  to 
demonstrate  the  participation  therein  of  the  various  caticgories 
of  merchandise,  the  following  statement  will  be  found  useful : — 


ProyisioDS  bread-stuffs,  &i'. — 
Import    .. 
Export 

Export  excess 

Import      n     .. 
Other  categories  of  merchandise— 
Import 
Export    .. 

Export  excess 

Import 

Totals  irrespective  of  category — 

Import 

Export    .. 

Export  excess. . 

Import      ,, • 


Value  in  Millions. 


1895.        1896. 


1897.        1898. 


14-8 

20  1 

5-8 


46*4 
41-7 


8-7 

60-2 

61-8 

1-6 


£ 

14-6 

20-6 

5-9 


46  1 
46*0 

i'l 

60-7 

66*5 

4*8 


1899. 


16-7 

19*0 

2*8 


46*2 

44*8 

i'-4 

62-9 

63-8 

0*9 


19-9 
19-6 

0-3 

48*8 
47-6 

0*7 

68*2 
67*2 

1*0 


£ 

14*7 

23-8 

91 


61*1 

68-5 

2*4 


65-8 
77*8 
11*6 


Movement  of 
exports  and 
imports 
during 
1898-99. 


According  to  the  above  table  the  excess  of  exports  over 
imports  in  1899  attained  the  highest  total  recorded  within  the 
quinquennial  period.  Moreover,  for  the  first  time  the  figures 
show  a  noteworthy  excess  in  that  categoiy  of  merchandise  not 
classed  under  the  head  of  "  provisions,  &c." 

A  less  intricate  table  dealing  more  particularly  with  the 
A'arious  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  development  of 
Austro-Huugarian  foreign  commerce  during  the  years  1898  and 
1899,  is  given  below : — 

Impoktations. 


Articles. 

Value  in 

Millions. 

1898. 

1899. 

Baw  material — 

Provisions,  breadstnffs,  kc.  . . 
Baw  material  for  agricoltnral  and  indnstrial 
purposes 

£ 
16-0 
24-5 

£ 
11*4 
26*2 

Semi-mancfactursd  merchandise 
Manufectnred  merchandise 

40-6 

8*8 

19  0 

87*6 

9*2 

19-1 

Total 

68*8 

66*9 
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Articles. 

Value  in  Millions. 

1898. 

1899. 

Baw  material — 
Proyiaiong,  breadstaffs,  Ac.  . . 
Baw  material  for  agricultural  and  indastrial 
purpoaes •         •• 

11-7 
16-9 

£ 
19-7 

Semi-manufactured  merchandise        •  •         •  • 
Kann&ctored  merehandiee 

28-6 
10-1 
28-6 

38-7 

11-6 
82  1 

Total 

67-3 

77-4 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  to  be  seen  that  there  was  a  shrinkage  imports.. 
in  the  total  value  of  imported  "raw  material"  amounting  to 
2,900,000/.  This  is  due  to  the  influence  exercised  by  two  factors 
in  the  final  returns,  for  whereas  the  importation  of  that  category 
classed  as  "provisions  and  breadstuffs"  declined  to  the  extent 
of  4,600,000/.,  there  was  an  advance  of  1,700,000/.  in  the 
importation  of  raw  material  for  agricultural  and  industrial 
purposes.  The  entry  of  semi-manufactured  goods  shows  an 
increase  of  400,000/.,  whilst  no  appreciable  change  took  place  in 
the  movement  of  manufactured  merchandise. 

Eelative  to  exportation,  an  increase  is  recorded  in  all  three 
categories.  Thus  there  was  an  advance  of  5,100,000/.  in  the  value 
of  exported  raw  material,  1,500,000/.  in  the  value  of  semi-manu- 
factured merchandise,  and  finally,  3,500,000/.  in  the  value  of 
manufactured  merchandise. 

Considering  the  figures  as  a  whole  their  most  noteworthy 
characteristic  appears  to  be  the  shrinkage  in  the  value  of 
imported  grain  amounting  to  4,760,000/.  (to  which  maize, 
2,000,000/.;  wheat,  1,200,000/.;  and  rye,  1,200,000/.,  cliiefly 
contribute).  As  a  set-ofif  there  is  an  increase  in  the  entry  of 
rice,  200,000/. ;  and  fruit  and  vegetables,  300,000/.  Coffee,  how- 
ever, shows  a  falUng-off  valued  at  175,000/.;  as  also  eggs,  38,000/.; 
bacon  and  lard,  466,000/. ;  cattle,  168,000/. ;  and  wine,  139,000/. 

As  regards  the  gi'oup  relating  to  raw  and  auxiliary  material 
for  industrial  purposes,  there  is  an  increase  of  64,300/.  in  the 
value  of  imported  coal,  with  a  decrease  in  the  importation  of  coke 
valued  at  44,000/.  The  figures  relating  to  imported  wool  show 
a  conspicuous  advance,  the  increase  being  recorded  at  1,219.700/. 
It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  mainly  due  to 
the  high  prices  which  prevailed  in  the  wool  market  as  the 
quantity  of  wool  entering  the  country  in  1899  only  exceeded 
that  imported  in  the  preceding  year  by  17,700  cwts. ;  somewhat 
similar  conditions  influenced  the  importations  of  silk,  which  shows 
a  rise  in  value  of  387,000/. ;  on  the  other  hand  there  is  a  shrinkagre 
(631;  A  ;5 
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of  138,000/.  in  the  value  of  imported  cotton,  and  of  183,300/.  in 
jute.  A  decline  in  the  importation  of  iron,  valued  at  112,300/.,  is 
likewise  recorded. 

The  totals  of  the  group  dealing  with  manufactured  merchandise 
show  that,  as  regards  value,  there  was  little  difference  in  the  final 
results  of  the  past  two  years.  The  principal  items  with  a  rise  in 
the  import  values  were  woollen  yarn  with  171,800/.,  woollen 
goods  with  64,500/.,  silk  goods  with  146,800/.,  paper  and  paper 
goods  with  164,300/.,  machines  with  97,000/.,  and  chemical 
products  with  44,000/.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a  decline 
in  the  value  of  imported  cotton  yarn  amounting  to  19,200/. ; 
cotton  goods,  9,200/. ;  indiarubber  goods,  48,000/. ;  and  ironware, 
106,000/. 
Exports.  Turning  to  the  statistics  dealing  with  exportation  during  the 

year  1899,  it  is  to  be  seen  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  out- 
ward movement  of  grain  of  all  kinds,  valued  at  775,000/.  (including 
barley,  479,000/.;  and  oats,  320,700/.).  An  advance  is  also  re- 
corded in  value  of  exported  fruit,  840,000/. ;  seeds,  118,000/. ; 
cattle,  567,700/. ;  and  draught  animals,  318,800/.  A  very  appre- 
ciable rise  took  place  in  the  value  of  exported  sugar  (1,628,000/.), 
whilst  the  values  of  the  following  also  show  an  increase,  viz. : 
malt,  46,400/. ;  beer,  72,400/. ;  wine,  29,000/. ;  and  spirits,  16,530/. 
A  decliue  in  value  is  recorded  in  connection  with  the  outward 
movement  of  dried  fruit,  106,000/. ;  wheat,  21,700/. ;  and  eggs, 
83,425/. 

Among  the  raw  and  auxiliary  material  for  industrial  purposes 
exported  during  1899,  wood  occupies  a  prominent  place  with  an 
increase  in  value  of  1,336,000/.,  followed  by  coal  with  209,000/., 
coke  with  73,000/.,  ores  with  58,000/.,  and  earths  and  minerals 
with  45,000/.  Furthermore,  there  is  an  augmentation  in  the  value 
of  exported  wool  amounting  to  432,000/.,  and  chemicals  of 
116,700/. 

One  of  the  more  favourable  features  in  the  export  returns  for 
the  past  year  is  the  steady  development  of  the  outward  movement 
of  manufactured  merchandise.  The  returns  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject demonstrate  an  increase  in  the  value  of  almost  all  categories. 
Woollen  goods  and  woollen  yam,  however,  show  a  falling-off,  but 
linen  goods  and  linen  yam,  as  also  cotton  goods  and  cotton  yarn, 
show  an  increase.  Among  other  manufactured  items  with  in- 
creased export  returns,  I  may  call  attention  to  paper,  leather  and 
leather  goods,  indiarubber  goods,  iron  ingots,  and  ironware,  glass 
and  glassware,  fancy  goods,  and  chemicals. 

The  subjoined  tables  give  exact  particulars  relative  to  the  total 
import  and  export  trade  of  the  Monarchy  during  1899  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year: — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AUSTKIA-IIUNGARY. 


.Ekturn  showing  Value  of  Chief  Articles  of  Import  during  the 

Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Provisions — 

Coffee 

Tea 

Cocoa . . 

Spices 

Southern  fruits 
Cereals 
Including — 

Maize        •  • 

Barley 

Wheat        .. 

Kye 

Rice 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Cattle 


Lard  and  bacon 

Poultry         

k'iih 

Cheese  

Beer 

Wine 

Spirits  

Materials    for    manufacturing 
purposes — 

Coal 

Coke 

Iron  ore        

Minerals       

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 

Gums  and  resins      . .         .  • 

Cotton  ..         .t 

Flax 

Hemp  

Jute \ 

Wool 

Silk 

Indiarubber 

Iron 

Chemical  substances. . 
Manirfactures— 

Cotton  yams 

,,     goods 

Linen  yam    • . 

Jute       „ 

Woollen  yam 
„       goods 

Silk  goods 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

Indiarubber  goods    • .         •  • 
Leather  and  leather  goods      . . 

Ironware       ••         •• 

Machines       ..         •• 

Chemical  prodncta  •  • 


Value. 


1898. 


£  ' 

1,874,831 

181,716 

65,885 

280,960 

988.706 

6,104,594 

2,514,857 

271,235 

1,653,804 

1,291,760 

704,596 

267.180 

1,116,770 

1,179,439 

688,623 

231,560 

344,500 

211,151 

.  75,847 

1,691,924 

108,590 


2,821.733 
599,238 
291,895 
608,906 
895,338 
492,816 

4,585,517 
887,828 
202,497 
628,401 

3,748,472 

1,742,275 
831,458 
494,200 
886,932 

822,073 

489.282 

168,020 

57,420 

1.350,844 

909,241 

1,345,866 

863,263 

826,520 

1,946,989 

1,061,368 

1,814,450 

878,757 


1899. 


£ 

1,699,663 

183,>47 

76,064 

282,474 

1,084.748 

1,388,177 

588,958 
43,811 
454.463 
111,850 
918,013 
568,636 
947,799 

1,141,203 
222,358 
266.955 
820,,574 
217,460 
73,999 

1,452,055 
123,288 


2,886,021 
655.278 
306,423 
566,013 
888,947 
492,447 

4,397,588 
817,246 
247,624 
446,025 

4,963,169 

2,129,430 
850,482 
3S  1,856 
912,087 

802,868 

480,004 

163,499 

51,420 

1,522,709 

973,741 
1,492,700 
1,027,627 

278,513 
1,933,299 

954,556 
1,911,614 

92?,762 


Diflorcme. 


£ 

175,16S 

1,631 

10,199 

1,514 

46,087 

4,766,417 

1,925,899 

227.924 

1,198,386 

1.179,910 

218,447 

301,4.56 

168,971 

38,281 

466,265 

.^6,396 

28,926 

6,809 

1.848 

139,869 

14,698 


64,288 
48,960 
14,628 
47,107 
11.886 
369 

137,984 
20,577 
45,127 

188,376 
1,219,697 

887.15:> 
19,024 

112,344 
25,105 

19,210 

9,218 

2,521 

6,000 

171,865 

64,600 

14«,S34 

164.364 

48.007 

13,(90 

106,807 

97.064 

44,005 


(631) 


A  4 
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AUSTRU-HUXGARY. 


Return  showing  Value  of  Chief  Articles  of  Export  durinfr  the 
Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Value. 


1898. 


1899. 


Frorisions — 

Sugar 

Cereals  

Including— 

Barley       

Wheat        

Oats  

Malt  

Dried  fruit    .  • 

Flour 

Fruits 

Seeds 

Cattle 

Horses  and  oxen 

Eggs 

Beer 

Wine 

Spirits  . .         t  • 

Articles     for     manu&cturlDg 
purposes — 
Wood  and  timber     •  • 

Brown  coal 

Black  coal 

Coke 

Ores 

Minerals        

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 

Wool 

Iron 

Chemical  substances.  • 

Ozokerit 

JVianufactures — 

Cotton  yam 

„     goods 

hinen  yam    . . 

»      goods 

Woollen  yam  •  • 

9,      goods         ..         • 

Silk  goods 

Hats 

-Garments  and  linen . . 
Paper 

»     goods  

Indiarubber  goods    . . 

Leather         

„      goods 
Boots  and  shoes       •  • 
Oloves       ..  ..         • 

Furniture      ••         ••         • 
Glass  and  glassware . . 

Porcelain 

Iron,  in  lumps 

Ironware       •  •         •  •         • 

Metal  goods 

Machines       ..         •• 
Hardware  and  fancy  goods  . 
Chemical  products    •  • 
Matches        


5,588.061 
2,666,919 


2,558,658 

27,679 

59,041 

2,024,032 

675.099 

52,209       , 

790,750       I 

655,879 

1,976,430 

1,731,297.     i 

8,383,188       ' 

600,016 

427,878 

347,630 


8,297,588 
2,447,731 
559,957 
228,310 
867,888 
612,596 
722,188 
811,896 
46,868 
888,186 
145,018 

158,270 
585.770 
578,787 
583,877 
195,046 

1,727,743 
598,248 
272,119 
858,744 
841,870 
262,481 
222,117 
208,702 

2,210,940 
764,087 

1,254,926 
527,198 

1,814,195 
447,845 
289,936 

1,011,146 
789,107 
498,540 

1,708,712 
777,544 
204,233 


£ 
7,216.513 
3,446,943 

3,087,890 

5,881 

379,779 

2,070.451 

568,618 

50,907 

1,631,114 

774,854 

2,543,153 

2.050,192 

3,249,768 

672,448 

456,787 

364,162 


9,634,407 

2,629,404 

587,288 

801,758 

425,515 

657,743 

784,525 

1,244,870 

58,784 

504,909 

176,842 

260.147 
589,959 
637,584 
i)44,186 
179,188 

1,675,874 
622,441 
288,926 
901,922 
943,888 
277,858 
287,962 
251,528 

2,265,440 
836,285 

1,228,075 
559,475 

9,050,868 
462,184 
614,080 

1,110,786 
753,201 
595,884 

1,901,188 
964,522 
212,286 


Difference. 


-t-   1,628,452 
+      779.994 


479,282 

21,698 

320,788 

46,419 

106,481 

1.302 

840,364 

118,475 

567,723 

318,895 

83,425 

72,432 

28,909 

16,532 


1,836,824 

181,673 

27,381 

73.443 

58,177 

45.147 

12.392 

482,974 

11,916 

116,778 

81,824 

101,877 

4,189 

68,797 

110.759 
15,908 
51,869 
29,193 
16,806 
48,178 

102,018 
15,372 
65,845 
47,821 
54,500 
72,148 
81,850 
82,277 

236,673 
14,33» 

824,144 
99,590 
14,094 
97,294 

197,476 

186,978 
8,058 
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The  importation  of  precious  metals  and   coin  declined  from  Trade  in 
1,958,000/.   in  1898,  to  1,575,000/.    in    1899.     Exportation    also  precious 
showed  a  falling-oflf  from    5,075,000/.  in  1898,  to  2,958,000/.  in  ™?^^«  ^^^ 
1899.  '''^'''' 

The  total  value  of  both  importation  and  exportation  (in-  Total  value  of 
eluding  precious  metals  and  coin)  during  the  past  two  years  was  ^^^^^  foreiga 
as  follows  : —  ' 

Total  Value. 


Imports 
Exports 


1898.        1899. 


£  I      £ 

70,272,497   I  67.488,344 
72,381,524   ;  80,327,321 


The  total  quantity  of  merchandise  of  all  kinds  entering  Austria- 
Hungary  in  1899  amounted  to  185,890,000  cwts.  In  this  total 
Germany  participated  to  the  extent  of  134,490,000  cwts. ; 
Italy,  10,830,000  cwts. ;  Kussia,  6,301,000  cwts. ;  Great  Britain, 
6,140,000 cwts.;  Eoumania,  5,120,000 cwts.;  Servia,  1,772,000 cwts. ; 
and  sundry  other  countries,  21,237,000  cwts. 

The  total  quantity  of  merchandise  of  all  classes  leaving  this 
country  in  1899  amounted  to  356,230,000  cwts.,  of  which 
278,228,000  cwts.  were  despatched  to  Germany,  17,132,000  cwts. 
to  Italy,  15,359,000  cwts.  to  Eussia,  9,058,000  cwts.  to  Eoumania, 
^,285,000  cwts.  to  Great  Britain,  6,301,000  cwts.  to  Switzer- 
land, 4,529,000  cwts.  to  France,  1,970,000  cwts.  to  Servia,  and 
16,368,000  cwts.  to  sundry  other  unspecified  countries. 

The  following  tables  show  the  movement  of  Austro-Hungarian 
trade  with  Great  Britain  during  1899  together  with  the  figures 
of  the  preceding  year : — 
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AUSTUIA-TirXGARY. 


Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Huugary  from 
Grei\t  Britain  during  tlie  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Colonial  fooili— 

Coooo  bean>       

Coffee      

Tea  

„    direct  from  Chinft 

Spicra      

Souihem  fruitn     

Sotrar  

Tobacco  and  ciicni's         

Com  and  cereals 

Ilice 

Vef^etablcA,  fruits  and  plants    .. 

Cattle  

Horses         

FonUry,     oysters     and     other 

animals    .' 

Aniraal  products — 

Hides,  sktns,  Ac 

TIair         

Fcalhera,  Ac 

Grease  and  tallow 

Oils 

Bereragi^— 

Beer         

Hum  and  spirits 

Wine       

EaUbles— 

Sundries 

nerrinpi 

Wood  and  timber 

Coal  and  coke        

Turners'  materials  

Minerals      

Mcdldne  and  perfumery 

f)je\ng  and  tanning  materials  .. 

Ouma  and  resins ■ 

Cotton        

,.      y«n»  

„      Koods         

Mineral  oil ... 

Flax,  hemp,  Jute,  isc 

Jute  jams 

Flaz«  bemp,  and  linen  yarns    ... 

Linen  goods 

Jute  goods - 

Ropes  and  strings 

Wool  

Woollen  yams      

„        goods      

Silk  and  sUk  goods 

Hnts 

Garments,  liren  and  millinery.., 
Brushes,  brooms,  dEC     ...        -. 

Straw  goods  

Paper  and  paper  goods 

Indiarabber  goods  

Oilcloth  and  linoleum     .^ 
Leather  and  leather  goods 

Furs  and  furriers'  wares 

Wooden  and  boneware 

niass  and  glassware 

Stoneware 

Earthenwsre 

Iron  and  ironware  

Metal  and  metal  goods 

Machines 

Vehicles      ... 

Bicycles      

Jnstrumeots 

Watchee      ...        ...        

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Fancy  goods 


Cwts. 


Heads 
Cwts. 


Pieces 

Cwts. 


Weces 
Cwts., 

Pieces 
Cwtt. 
Pieces 

Cwtt. 


Quantity. 

Value. . 

1898. 

1880. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

1,442 

1,385 

3,856 

3,707 

2,339 

A,W8 

9.f>Si 

12  084 

4A2 

396 

5.515 

4.C10 

16,019 

16,103 

162.007 

iflo,7oe 

J07 

125 

2,598 

2,270 

19^ 

IW 

290 

191 

3,394 

2,949 

2,852 

2.591 

111 

90 

2,957 

1.93,% 

1,981 

778 

456 

232 

S8,^»l 

88,128 

22,464 

22,920 

27,301 

23,537 

:«,780 

28.995 

48 

32 

225 

i:u> 

51 

119 

5,044 

15,44:) 

45 

62 

2o4 

351 

9,555 

A,S19 

85.685 

22,131 

733 

1,110 

5,154 

6,760 

2,413 

1,790 

76,8b7 

83,266 

68,97 1 

63,866 

57,752 

53,515 

35,947 

21,030 

88,182 

25,402 

946 

986 

491 

487 

5,434 

6,244 

22,227 

•25,597 

454 

470 

1,028 

1,101 

10,296 

9,787 

29.078 

80,658- 

128.408 

88,622 

90,128 

51,2-28 

7,180 

11,257 

1,464 

2,05:^ 

3,626,589 

8,425,786 

108,913 

107,371 

41.265 

6I,2S3 

165,460 

217211 

126,435 

89,773 

14,888 

13,842 

155 

193 

2,154 

2,605 

11,089 

8,825 

36,529 

32,040 

21,768 

17,669 

40,660 

83,634 

83,441 

35,624 

27,338 

80,006 

113,767 

103,565 

656.b76 

61l,201f 

5,737 

5.961 

130,801 

115.801 

1,319 

528 

439 

186 

18.492 

14,345 

16,093 

12,91+ 

20  352 

12,683 

21,917 

11,880 

11,113 

11,014 

71,582 

78,474 

390 

257 

9,750 

9,963 

688 

523 

1,187 

1,133 

1.506 

1,455 

2,660 

2,540 

41,290 

57,746 

189.675 

885.640 

53,809 

65,069 

633.164 

736.455 

12,576 

13,626 

330,090 

880,587 

609 

962 

85,017 

97,640 

8,825 

8,056 

2,017 

2,123 

53 

129 

5,751 

7,717 

456 

497 

28,267 

80,504 

54 

87 

422 

341 

7,200 

5,372 

197,566 

166,986 

8,763 

5,080 

13,801 

16,385 

14,094 

13.42:1 

236,392 

217,402 

2,795 

2.951 

9.882 

11,130 

48,276 

34,587 

607,373 

464,784 

136 

162 

3,805 

4.768 

12,900 

18,209 

81,317 

82,450 

1,890 

1,617 

2  929 

2,ap 

41,908 

160,238 

153,397 

42,2tl 

80,641 

25,154 

15,13($ 

14,929 

1,566,866 

1,801,395 

881,328 

815,799- 

82,394 

69,878 

221,595 

275,090 

226,213 

212,168 

484,250 

472,400 

1 

.  6 

79 

2bO 

156 

298 

264 

510 

480 

211 

6,400 

3,018 

282 

448 

11,168 

16,»85 

1,152 

1,786 

863 

638 

1,053 

953 

570 

510- 

624 

798 

40,268 

46,491 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Great  Britain  during  the  Years  1898-99 — continued. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

107,784 

13,092 

1,634 

277 

866 

16,249 

£ 

107,137 

52,669 

1,880 

1,236 

15,666 

3,269 

£ 

69,721 
57,896 
1.866 
1,099 
13,990 
6,914 

„       products          

Softp  and  candles 

Matches  and  gunpowder 

Litermiy  and  art  objects 

BefuK,  manure,  rags,  Ac. 

Cwu.       ... 
ft 

„ 
II 

161,122 

10,789 

1,648 

249 

998 

9,626 

Total 

... 

5,579,935 

5,765,491 
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AUSTBIA-UUNGARY. 


Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria^Huugary  to 
Great  Britain  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Anides. 


SpicM  (HuDgAriAii  pepper) 
Soothera  f nilte     

Befined  ingar  (no  bounty)     ... 

Sagmr,  1st  olui  (boiintj  1  fl. 
50  c.) 

Soffsr,  2nd  cIms  (boonty  1  fl. 
60  c.) 

Sugiir,  3rd  claea  (bounty  2  fl. 

50  c.) 

Tobacco       M. 

Cereals,  dried  fruit,  kc— 

Barley  and  malt 

Beana       

Flour       

Sundrlea 

Fmlta,  yegetablea,  and  plants  m. 

Horses         

Game  and  poultry 
Animal  produce— 

Kffg»        

Sundries 

Greaie         

Oil     

Bcremges-^ 

beer,  wine,  Ac 

Mineral  water    

Eatables      

Wood  and  timber 

Coal 

Turners'  materials 

Minerals      

Medicines  tad  perfumery 
Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 

Gums  and  resins 

Mineral  oU 

Cotton  and  cotton  yam  ... 

„  »»      SOO&B  

Hemp  

.,      flax,  and  Jute  yams 

Linen  goods  

Jute  sacks  and  tissues    ... 

Itopes  and  strings 

Wool  and  woollen  yarns... 
Woollen  goods 
Silk  and  silk  goods 

Hats 

Garments,  linen,  and  millinery... 

Brushes  and  brooms       

Straw  goods  

Pafier  and  paper  goods 

Indiarubber     and    indiambber 

goods       .'• 

Leather  and  lesther  goods 

Furriers' wares     

Wooden  and  boneware    

Glass  and  glassware        

Stoneware 

Eartbtnware         

Iron  and  Ironware 

Metal  and  metal  goods    

Machines 

Vehicles      

Instrunenta  

Fianos  and  musical  instruments 

Watches      

Clocks         

Fancy  goods  

rmbrellas  and  parasols 

Chemical  substances       

„       products  

Soap  and  candles 

Matches  and  fusees         

nnoks  and  objecta  of  art 

Befuae,  manure,  rags,  Ac 
Oilcloth  and  linoleum     ... 

Total 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1888. 

1889. 

1898. 

1889. 

£ 

« 

Cwts. 

21 

208 

48 

87ft 

It 

l,i56 

2,067 

121 

2,207 

H 

^ 

17 

7 

12 

t,                  ... 

110,551 

140,267 

46,966 

61,120 

f»                  ••• 

885,847 

1,606,660 

178,479 

819,79r 

If 

4,284,907 

4,012,619 

2,888,688 

2,888,140^ 



1.188 

1,364 

1,876 

1,4X0 

1,                  ... 

860,240 

162,282 

149,771 

61,128 

t(                  ••• 

61,520 

64,172 

18,009 

18,064 

f» 

1,718 

1.486 

1,306 

i,(m 



294 

196 

96 

67 

tt                  ••• 

84,427 

40,871 

77,661 

89,351 

Head        ... 

228 

174 

8.296 

9,104 

Cwts. 

6,841 

7,256 

18,968 

26,68fr 

ff 

162,574 

169,966 

808,063 

266.294 

1,186 

1,061 

6,892 

7,91H 

1, 

614 

961 

1,168 

1.501 

•t 

8 

451 

16 

l,0OZ 

„           ... 

4.260 

5,156 

4,267 

6,042 

85,692 

36,965 

26,848 

24,5^:^ 

„           ... 

458 

428 

1,468 

2,101 

»f           ••• 

267,676 

268,980 

62,993 

66,960 

II           ••• 

4,096 

1,170 

142 

40 

II           ••• 

4,516 

6,624 

6,650 

10,466 

*  1           ••• 

80,068 

67,644 

4,002 

8,636 

•1           ••• 

28 

48 

92 

130- 

II           ••• 

168,898 

204,671 

79,470 

99,2»1 

•1           ••■ 

6,866 

8,768 

6,604 

5,362 

17 

... 

8 

... 

fl           ••• 

094 

1,864 

1,001 

2,132 

fl           ••• 

2,292 

1,760 

26,881 

24,273 

1,808 

296 

1.698 

348 

II 

6,866 

15,879 

20,882 

63,76CK 

II           ••• 

2,218 

8.987 

82,621 

60,340 

94 

178 

234 

478 

•  M 

8,600 

18,681 

14,079 

21,089 

It                              ••• 

2,077 

1,888 

10,418 

4,998 

2,788 

4,174 

88,689 

66,96» 

.,                              ... 

4,157 

6,110 

185,146 

246^609 

Pieces      ... 

807 

1,500 

250 

242 

Cwtt.       ... 

778 

813 

41,836 

44,677 

II           ••• 

6,586 

6,803 

79,207 

91,982 

" 

807 

517 

4,818 

6,684 

106,721 

126,189 

79,494 

97,53i 

II 

511 

721 

8,967 

13,768 

II           ••' 

19,286 

22,551 

924,277 

919,000 

78 

128 

1,688 

2,909 

ri 

60,096 

66,988 

220.856 

234,108- 

fl               ••• 

171,542 

198,678 

265,771 

807,434 

4,516 

2,216 

1,978 

2,106 

M                ••• 

16,681 

19,635 

42,884 

60,483 

II               ••' 

4,818 

11,739 

10,198 

J4,6ia 

11,870 

12,842 

66,944 

83,252 

... 

82,300 

3,624 

66,139 

7,556 

Pieces      ... 

88 

57 

332 

78i 

Cwts.       ... 

800 

281 

9,917 

9,33i> 

925 

829 

15,012 

14,951 

Pieces      "'. 

94 

122 

t<5 

11.V 

Cwts. 

251 

673 

3.870 

12,2i^0 

18,922 

16,638 

400,488 

410,746 

Pieces      '.'.', 

88 

259 

26 

84 

CwU. 

15,871 

22,687 

14,804 

19,85U 

II           ••• 

85,082 

46,0fe6 

66,531 

75,906 

1 

47 

40 

106 

70 

... 

81 

26 

298 

260 

"        ..! 

1,981 

2,485 

47,675 

67,426 

... 

10,867 

24,313 

2,9--a 

7,127 

fl 

182 

4 

657 

16 

... 

... 

6,074,861 

6,881,869 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  from  and  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  during  the  Year  1899. 


Tbe  total  value  of  imports  (ezclosive  of  precious  xnefals) 

from  Great  Britain  to  Austria- Hungary  amounted  to 
Those  from  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies  . . 

Total 

Showing  against  1898  with 

An  increase  cf. 

Tbe  total  value  of  exports  (exclusive  of  precious  metals) 

from  Austria-Hungary  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
Those  to  tbe  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies 

Total 

Showing  against  1898  with 

An  increase  of. 

The  total  imports  

Show  against  the  total  exports 

A  surplus  of 

Showing  as  compared  with  1898         

A  decrease  ot 


Value. 


5,765,491 
4,245,082 


10,010,623 
9,499,189 


511,334 


6,881,859 
1,627,488 


8,509,297 
7,617,803 


991,494 


10,010,523 
8,509,297 


1,601,226 
1,981,886 


480,160 


As  regards  the  chief  categories  of  merchandise  imported  from  Trade 
and  exported  to  Great  Britain  during  the  past  year,  and  which  ^^^e?» 
show  either  an  increase  or  decrease  in  value,  I  may  enumerate  the  Hungary  and 
following  : —  Great  Britain. 

Imports  from  Great  Britain  showing  an  Increase  as  compared 

to  1898. 


Articles. 

Heads 

Owta.., 
„    •  •        •  • 
»i    •  •         •  • 
i»    ••         •• 
„    •  •         •  • 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Horaes 

Tumera'  materials 

Wool 

Woollen  yams 

goo^ 

Silk  and  silk  goods      .. 
Indiambber 

70 

20,000 

16,000 

12,000 

1,000 

360 

•  • 

£ 
10,000 
52,000 
106,000 
108,000 
50,000 
12,600 
11,000 
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Imports  from  Great  Britain  showing  a  Decrease  as  compared 

to  1898. 


Articles. 


Hides  and  skins.  •         •  • 

OUs         

Herrings 

Cotton  yams 

Jute  yams 

Straw  goods 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

Iron  and  ironware 

Machines 

Chemical  substances     .  • 


Quantity. 


Cwts. 

4,000 

16,000 

49,800 

10,000 

8,000 

2,000 

12,000 

264,000 

14,000 

64,000 


Value. 


13,600 
18,000 
89,000 
46,000 
10,000 
81,000 
48,000 
76.000 
12,000 
87,000 


Exports  to  Great  Britain  showing  an  Increase  as  compared 

to  1898. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar      

Fruits,  vegetable's  and  plants  . . 

'Kgga       

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials. . 
Hemp  and  flax  yams    . . 

Linen  goods 

Woollen  goods 

SHk  and  silk  goods       .. 
Brushes  and  brooms     .  • 
Paper  and  paper  goods . . 
Wooden  and*  boneware  . . 
Glass  and  glassware      .  • 
Metals  and  metal  goods 

Fancy  goods 

Chemi<^  products 
Books  and  objects  of  art 

Cwts. 

1,000,000 

6,000 

7.000 

36,000 

9,000 

1,700 

1,600 

960 

1,100 

20,000 

3,000 

22.000 

1,000 

16,000 

10,000 

600 

£ 

610,000 

12,000 

20.000 
88,000 
18,000 
27,000 
70,000 
12,000 
18,000 
13,000 
42,000 
16,000 
10,000 
20,000 
20,000 

Exports  to  Great  Britain  showing  a  Decrease  as  compared 

to  1898. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley  and  malt. 

Eggs        

Leather  goods 

Cwts. 
188,000 

8,000 

£ 

89,000 

47,000 

6,000 

From  the  foregoing  data  it  is  to  be  seen  that  as  compared  to 
the  preceding  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  importation  from 
Great  Britain  of  turners'  material  (chiefly  mother-of-pearl), 
amounting  to  52,000/.  The  advance  in  the  figures  dealing  with 
the  value  of  imported  wool,  woollen  goods,  and  wooUen  yarn  is  also 
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conspicuous,  and  is  maiuly  due  to  the  high  prices  ruling  for  that 
commodity.     The  same  may  be  said  of  indiarubber. 

Among  those  imported  items  showing  a  decrease,  Scotch 
herrings,  with  39,000?.,  attract  attention.  The  decline  is  solely 
attributable  to  the  scarcity  of  supplies  reaching  this  country. 
The  demand  for  the  favourite  brands  was  as  active  as  usual.  The 
figures  relative  to  imported  oils  record  a  decrease  of  13,000/.,  due 
to  the  falling-off  in  the  demand  for  olive  oil,  practically  none  of 
which  entered  Austria-Hungary  from  Great  J^ritain  during  the 
year  under  notice. 

Among  the  categories  exported  from  this  country  to  Great 
Britain,  sugar  evidences  a  marked  advance  in  value,  viz.,  610,000/. 
The  quantity  of  eggs  despatched  by  Austria-Hungary  was  larger 
than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  decline  in  prices,  averaging  about 
25  per  cent,  accounts,  however,  for  no  increase  being  recorded  in 
value.  With  reference  to  the  remaining  items  showing  an  increase, 
attention  may  be  called  to  the  fact  that  they  consist  almost  en- 
tirely of  manufactured  goods. 

The  principal  manufactured  item  of  exportation  showing  a 
decrease  in  value  was  gloves,  leather,  and  leather  goods,  which 
declined  to  the  extent  of  5,000/. 

The  fiJlowing  tables  deal  with  the  individual  categories  of 
merchandise  imported  from,  and  exported  to,  British  India  and 
the  Colonies,  and  record  the  increase  or  decrease  in  1899  as  com- 
pared with  the  foregoing  year : — 

Imports  from  British  India  showing  an  Increase  as  Compared 
to  1898. 

Articles.  I      Qaftntity.       •        Value. 


Spices  (pepper,  cinnamon,  &e.) 

Hiee         

Linseed   ••         

Rapeseed 

Faim  kernels 

Cotton     ••         ..     •    .. 
Ijealher   •• 
Metals     .. 


Cwta.  ,  £ 

8,800  :  29,000 

800,000  !  204,000 

126,000  I  65,000 

62,000  '  28,000 

22,000  ;  18,000 

29,000  19,000 

800  20,000 

I  54,000 


Impobts  from  British  India  showing  a  Decrease  as  Compared 
to  1898. 

Articles.  1      Qnantitj.  Value. 


CoffiM 

Oilseed 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials. 
Gums  and  resina  . .         • 

Jnte        

Wool 

Metals 


Gwts  £ 

1 600        !  46,000 

52,000  12,000 

34,000  33,000 

2,000  12,006 

865,000  246,000 

3,200  12,000 

6,000 
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Exports  to  British  India  showing  an  Increase. 


Articles. 


Cotton  yarns  and  cotton  goods    •  • 

Woollen  yarns  and  woollen  goods 

Paper  and  paper  goods     . . 

Indiarubber  goods .  • 

Glass  and  glassware 

Ironware     .. 

Metals  and  metal  goods    . . 

Fancy  croods 

Mateiies  and  explosives    .  •         . . 


Quantity. 


Cwts. 

1,700 

700 

87,000 

400 

5,000 

10,000 

i'soo 

12,000 


Value. 


20,000 
37,000 
24,000 
10,000 
15  000 
12,000 
18,000 
54,000 
10,000 


Imports  from  British  Colonies  showing  an  Increases 


From— 


I 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


British  West  Indies. 
Australia 

Cape  Colony  . . 


1  Cwts. 

j  Rum 1,500 

..    Spices           ;  81 

Fruits  and  plants    ..         ..|  19,000 

I  Wool i  23,000 

..I  Wool ' 


Value. 


6,000 

9,000 

10,000 

248,000 

11,000 


Imports  from  British  Colonies  showing  a  Decrease. 

From—               1                  Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

British  West  Indies . . ,  Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 
1  Colonial  goods 

►  o  o 

16,000 
20,000 

An  increase  in  the  value  of  rice  amounting  to  204,000/.  is  the 
most  conspicuous  item  among  the  iigures  relating  to  imports  from 
British  India.  Metals  show  an  increase  of  54,000Z.  in  value 
without  a  corresponding  advance  in  quantity,  but  in  this  con- 
nection it  must  be  remembered  that  during  the  year  there  was  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  tin  averaging  about  100  per  cent.,  and  copper 
of  about  50  per  cent. 

The  chief  characteristic  of  the  iigures  dealing  with  the  exports 
to  British  India,  is  that  they  almost  exclusively  record  an  increase 
ill  the  outward  movement  of  manufactured  goods.  The  supei  ior 
([uality  of  the  metal-ware  despatched  by  Austria-Hungary  to 
British  India  accounts  for  the  fact  that  while  there  was  an 
advance  of  18,000/.  in  value,  there  was  no  increase  ill  quantity. 

The  tables  relative  to  the  exports  and  imports  to  and  from 
British  colonies  in  1899  call  for  no  special  remarks. 
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Tablk  showing  Articles  Imported  mto  Aubtria-Huiigary  irom 
British  ludia  during  tlie  Years  1898-99. 


ArtidM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1806. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

r 

£ 

£ 

Coooabean 

Cwts.       ... 

9,445 

10,397 

24.893 

26,763 

Coffee      ;     „ 

75.408 

78,853 

189,624 

143,962 

Tea          ,. 

480 

668 

4,867 

6,540 

Spioes-                                         ' 

**•??«'     1      1* 

27,982 

30,127 

47,730 

66,924 

Jaiualcii  pepper !     „ 

7fl88 

1           7,974 

13,512 

10,352 

Ginger     ... , 

3,887 

3,043 

5,898 

5,070 

Cfnnamon          

»t           ••• 

10f4a8 

1         10,204 

22,296 

22,232 

Sundries  

If           ••• 

2,689 

1           3,671 

12,493 

22,632 

Southern  fruits     

288 

158 

274 

146 

Tobacco       .M        

»i           ••• 

2,480 

1           1.835 

13,005 

9,983 

Wee 

1,284,026 

1,532,351 

473,733 

677.637 

Vegetables,  froits,  and  plants— 

unseed 

If           ... 

174.537 

122,361 

78,290 

66,334 

l.i.-.»  ed 

149,689 

275,661 

58,447 

123,650 

li-peseed 

f»           ••• 

28,702 

90,235 

18,488 

41,562 

faliii  kemeUi     

27,156 

49,76;-) 

12,761 

25,522 

Sundries 

tt           ... 

9,710 

J0,»11 

1J,627 

16,908 

Horws        Head 

I 

165 

Animals      

••• 

"*I69 

20« 

'"430 

535 

Animal  prodnce— 

Hidca  and  sUns 

Cwts.       ... 

115,830 

I04,tf4a 

385,760 

381,487 

Feathers,  hair.  Ac 

tt 

3{ 

54 

4.8 

793 

Sundries 

tt           ••• 

485 

362 

l,)^3u 

1,107 

Grease        

dO,'ZiiH 

21,H)i 

32,0r& 

3j,560 

Oils 

It 

2,b26 

4(0 

2,.. 41) 

551 

Beverases  

tt           ••• 

n4 

•.:Oo 

7o3 

787 

Eatables      

»t           ••• 

841 

741 

l,b70 

1,546 

Wood  and  timber 

It           ••• 

6,721 

32,859 

2,t00 

7,416 

Turners'  materials          

15,956 

23,092 

49,934 

49,979 

Minerals      

ti           ••. 

14,012 

11,417 

1,167 

941 

Medicine  and  perfumery 

II           ••• 

151 

189 

1,718 

2,470 

II           ••• 

105,154 

71,554 

25d,258 

223,374 

Gums  and  resins 

tt          ••• 

14,258 

12,635 

52,863 

40,935 

Mineral  oil 

29 

10 

... 

Cotton        

■•« 

531,890 

5661860 

922,7  J  4 

941|A98 

„     goods         

i»           ••• 

47 

•^5 

394 

181 

Jnte 

t»           ••• 

898,526 

528,733 

658,453 

412,670 

Hemp         

If           ... 

483 

261 

541 

419 

„     and  jnte  yams  and  tissues 

,f           ••* 

I|492 

165 

1.710 

377 

Hopes  and  fibre    

II 

9,223 

9,224 

12,786 

12,886 

Wool 

4,011 

833 

17,885 

6,016 

ft 

31 

10 

230 

79 

Silk  goods  .^       

It           ••• 

127 

17 

1,531 

1.691 

Qarmente,  linen,  and  miUlnery... 

If           ... 

4 

... 

810 

Hats 

Number  ... 

**"  18 

... 

9 

... 

Straw  goods          

Cwto.       ... 

62 

?I 

830 

538 

Psper  and  paper  goods 

Indiarubber          

II 

11          ••• 

4 

387 

17 
657 

12 
4,90.i 

220 
10,891 

Leather       

II          ••• 

2,255 

3,066 

25,361 

45,806 

Purs ...        

11 

81 

... 

864 

Wooden  and  bone  goods 

,f          ... 

90 

68 

557 

"'872 

Glassware 

5 

... 

2 

... 

Stoneware 

ft          ... 

5 

... 

1,867 

... 

Earthenware         

It          ••• 

13 

13 

44 

60 

Ironware     

7 

9 

7 

80 

MeUls  and  metal  Roods 

It          ••• 

38,628 

82,681 

122,137 

176,553 

Fancy  goods          

It          ••• 

15 

2 

279 

86 

II          ••• 

378 

284 

172 

64 

„       produce 

II          ••• 

156 

74 

183 

87 

Boo<s  and  ut  objc^s     !'.!       Z 

... 

2 

4 

II 

5 

13 

""  46 

239 

Befuse,  manure,  dtc 

II          ••• 

16,621 

27|9I0 

2,878 

4,869 

Total 

... 

.^ 

8,556.831 

3,632,876 

(631) 
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Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 
British  India  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


I 


Qoaotity. 


Value. 


Artldes. 


-I 


Sugar         

Ccreali,  floor,  dried  fruifc 
FruiUt  regeubles  end  planti    .. 
Horaea 

Animele      

Animal  prodooe 

Greeae        

Beveragee 

BaUbIn      

Wood  and  timber 

Tamers'  n.aterialB 

Minerals      

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 

Oums  and  renins 

Cotton  faros  and  cotton  goods  ... 
Hemp,  Unen  yams  and  tlseoes ... 
Woollen   jrams    and   woollen 


Cwu. 
»ff 

Heads 

Cwte. 


Silk  and  silk  goods         

Garments,  linen  and  miUinerj ... 

Bmshet  and  brooms 

Straw  goods  

Paper  and  paper  goods 

Indlarubber  goods  

Oilcloth  and  linoleum     

Leather  and  leather  goods 

Wooden  and  bone  goods 

Glass  and  glassware       

Stonewure 

Earthenware        

Iron  and  ironwaTe  

Metal  and  metal  goods 

Machines 

Vehicles      

Instruments  ...        ^ 

Fancy  goods         

Umbrelh>s  and  parasob 

Ch<'mical<« 

Chemical  produce 

Soap  and  candles  ... 

Matches  and  eiplosiTSi 

Books  and  objects  of  art 

Toul 


Cwts. 

Pteoes 
Cwte. 


1888. 


978,847 
1.227 
2,085 

"*  87 

437 

680 

2,705 

29 

38,596 

40 

2,192 

88 

A 

5,679 

148 

7,666 

222 

88 

121 

7 

126,366 

886 

49 

282 

9,590 

29,728 

6,878 

710 

9,586 

18,015 

111 

21 

124 

1,906 


2,646 

6,068 

6,796 

70 


1889. 


914,866 

3,766 

2,166 

6 

9 

142 

480 

3,205 

17 

56,357 

6 

2,265 

277 

"7,'290 
624 

8,816 

419 

188 

812 

4 

168,219 

826 

218 

898 

6,188 

34,618 

8,838 

882 

19,495 

18,182 

286 

38 

108 

6,270 

676 

11,749 

1,448 

6,868 

18^17 

140 


1698. 


£ 

£ 

547,924 

582,^20 

828 

2,286 

2,a12 

1,320 

••■ 

200 

HS 

17 

l,9»8 

259 

1,107  , 

806 

2.116 

2,274 

42 

45 

5,260  1 

8,459 

54  ! 

11 

374 

381 

:rfW  1 

5,082 

26 

... 

47,922 

67,929 

464 

3,092 

140,249 
6,560 
2,782 
1,226 
21 
167,700 
6,204     > 
205     I 
6,156     1 
20,686 
94,b85    , 
416     , 
1,410    { 
87,096 
130,912    I 
817     I 
878    I 
928    I 
68.892 

"**380    I 
14,110 
9,646 
6,879 
1,011 


177,128 

12,750 

3,976 

8,901 

10 

191,789 

16,496 

897 

9,476 

16,215 

109,298 

^'>9 

1,038 

49,703 

148,738 

466 

719 

1,278 

117,260 

146 

8,533 

8,588 

18,416 

16,816 

3,168 


,828,818     I    1,681,268 
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Tablb  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from  the 
British  West  Indies  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Colonial  gocKls . . 
Spices    . . 
Rice      . . 
Yegetable?,  fruits,  and 

plants 
Animal  products 

Grease 

Rum  and  other  spirits. 

Eatables 

Wood  and  timber 

Turners'  materials 

Perfumery 

Dyeiug    and     tanning 

materials 
Cotton  .. 
Leather . . 
Farriers'  wares  . 
Metal     .. 
Southern  fruits 
Tobacco. . 
Minerals 
Gums  and  resins 
Straw  goods     .  • 
Earthenware    . . 
Fancy  goods     . . 

Total     .. 


Quantity. 


1898. 


Cwta 
28,098 
4,522 
244 

865 

193 

2,852 

8,882 

2 

192 

626 

16 

18,655 

6,550 

853 

18 

828 


1899. 


Cwts. 
19,801 
4,189 
747 

187 
199 
285 
5,306 
4 
160 
915 


6,956 

5,864 

251 

222 

4 

667 

1,401 

410 

4 

11 


Value. 


1898. 


£ 

58,530 

8,277 

145 

988 

1,735 

2,468 

16,058 

5 

65 

8,086 

145 

19,688 

11,406 

8,204 

378 

927 


127,055 


1899. 


£ 

89,889 

10,160 

488 

412 

849 

326 

22,046 

12 

39 

8,736 


3,957 
9,044 
1,872 

1,413 

l^ 

3,563 

117 

860 

137 

82 

12 


98,467 


(631) 
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Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to  the 
British  West  Indies  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

A  nicies. 

- 

--     •    - 

1898. 

1899. 

18 '8. 

1899. 

1 

1 

£ 

£ 

Mineral  water 

Cwts.     . 

.  -      5,816 

9 

3,860 

6 

Jate  tiwaes. . 

1 

.j            0-5 

, , 

5 

, , 

Woollen  goods 

••  1 

>f        • 

.!          27 

97 

872 

1,876 

Silk  goods  . . 

»f        • 

0-5 

. , 

57 

. . 

Paper    and     ] 

paper! 

goods 

If        • 

1,545 

1,865 

1,860 

1,137 

I^eather  goods 

. .  1 

t»        • 

11 

8 

84 

80 

Wooden    and 

bone 

goods 

. . 

>» 

450 

585 

748 

1,054 

Glass  and  glassware 

tf 

41 

218 

24 

886 

Earthenware 

3 

,, 

8 

•  • 

Machines    . . 

»i        * 

47 

76 

, 

Fancj  goods 

»i        • 

.1             5 

2 

287 

38 

Umbrellas  .. 

..1 

Number 

62 

22 

.. 

Pictures      .. 

1 
•  •  1 

Cwts.     . 

■1            2 

50       1 

, , 

Cotton  goods 

..1 

9t 

7 

60 

Garments,  linen»  and  | 

1 

1 

millinery 

.  • 

»»                • 

. . 

87 

520 

Ironware     . . 

•  •  I 

»»                • 

.. 

254 

1 

487 

MetiU  goods 

.  •  I 

II                • 

,          , , 

29      1 

! 

155 

Matches 

•• 

»> 

•  • 

107 

•• 

hi 

Total 

••  1 

•• 

••     i 

7,898      j 

5,791 

Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austriar-Hungary  from  the 
Ijvitish  Possessions  in  the  Mediterranean  during  the  Years 
1898-99. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

Southern  fruits 

Cwta.     .. 

, , 

1,162 

,, 

480 

Vegetables,     fruits, 

and  plants          , . 
Animal  produce    .. 

M               •  • 

18,777 

21,852 

2,748 

'      8,968 

II               •  • 

608 

. , 

8,097 

, , 

Beverages   .. 

II              •  • 

15 

86 

81 

277 

Eitables      .. 

>»               *  • 

2 

•  • 

6 

, , 

Dyeing  and  tanning 

materials. . 

tt              *  * 

•  • 

870 

148 

Gums  and  resins    . . 

l>               •  • 

2 

,. 

8 

Cotton 

II               •  • 

.. 

1,858 

8,408 

„        jams    and 

tissues     . . 

W                •  • 

4 

9 

10 

46 

Glassware    .. 

w            •  • 

19 

,, 

7 

Wool 

f»          •• 

,, 

81 

, , 

196 

MeUls 

If           •  • 

•  • 

7 

, , 

81 

Vehicles      .. 

Number 

•  • 

•• 

1 

•• 

78 

Total 

•• 

I      5,902 

7,577 

Digitized  by 


Google 


AUSTRU-HUNGARY. 


21 


Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to  the 
British  Possessions  in  the  Mediterranean  during  the  Years 
1898-99. 


Articles. 


Tobacso 

Cereaby  dried  finit 

Yegetahies,     fruitp, 

and  plants 
Animal  prod  oce     .. 
Greane 
Beyerages  .. 
Eatables      .. 
Wood  and  timber  .  • 
Dyeing  and  tanning 

material  .. 
Cotton    yams    and 

tissues     . .         • . 
Linen  goods  •• 

Woollen  goods 
Silk  goods  .. 
Garments,  linen,  and 

millineiy. . 
Brushes  and  brooms 
Paper    and     paper 

eoods 
Indiarubber  goods . . 
Leather  goods 
Wooden    and    bone 

goods 
Glass  anH  ghu^svrare 
Stoneware 
Ironware 
Metal     and     metal 

goods 
Fancy  goods 
Chemical  substance 
„         produce  . . 

Soap 

Matches  and  ex  plo- 
sives       •  • 
Spices 

Oil 

Gums  and  resins    •  • 
Vehicles     . .         •  • 

Total   .. 


OwU. 


Number 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1898.     I      1899. 


1898. 


84,879 

6,894 

"86 

647 

72 

44,784 


60 

27 

15 

2 

23 
2 


5,331 
1,160 

2,827 
11 
83 

1,026 

27 

26,258 

64 

53 

19 

7 

4 

51 

7 


£ 
19,426 
598 

1,207 

"99 

458 

89 

8,922 


407 
258 

«07 
67 

746 
8 


1899. 


4,327 
621 

677 

67 

105 

606 

26 

5,308 

610 

807 
225 
108 
123 

->,152 

8 


820 

146  1 

804 

164 

11 

18 

210 

292 

15 

40 

319 

883 

1,327 

1,238 

8,003 

4,490 

464 

138 

1,116 

S03 

.. 

122 

7 

37 

42 

120 

167 

97 

113 

660 

622 

,     29 

48  ' 

500 

1,060 

1 

885 

, . 

1,718 

121 

66 

181 

179 

•• 

5 

8 

1     45 

56 

234 

66 

2 

6 

, , 

38 

1 

65 

, , 

2 

•  • 

4 

, 

1 

- 

60 

•• 

.. 

.. 

39.254 

25,174 

(631) 


B  3 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Australia  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Article!. 

1 

QnanUty. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Cwts. 

CwU.  . 

£ 

£ 

Spices    .. 
Tobacco  . 

27 

58 

4,120 

18,296 

, , 

27 

, , 

146 

•  • 

YegeUbles,  fraiU, 

and 

planU 

, , 

2,984 

21,867 

1,402 

11,127 

Animal  produce 

. , 

859 

285 

015 

836 

Grease   .. 

35 

. , 

80 

, , 

Beverages 

21 

5 

48 

18 

EaUbles 

. . 

2 

, . 

4 

, , 

Turnere'  materials 

1.915 

194 

1,410 

602 

Minerals 

, , 

1,527 

3,552 

967 

701 

Dyeing     and    tanning 

materials 

, . 

2,452 

],4d8 

608 

391 

Gqqis  and  resins 

, , 

57 

88 

175 

240 

Wool      .. 

,. 

46.327 

69,595 

192,778 

440,600 

Leather.. 

, , 

48 

9 

261 

87 

Metals  .. 

417 

242 

1,851 

1,279 

ToU! 

•• 

•• 

•• 

208.810 

469,107 
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Tadle  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungar}- 
Australia  durinti;  the  Years  1898-99. 


to 


Articles. 


Cereals  . . ;  CwU.     . . 

PUnU  ..  ..I  „ 
Grease         ..  „ 

Bererages   ..  „ 

Onnifl  and  resins  . .  „ 
Cotton  goods  . .        „ 

Linen  goo<is  „ 

Ropes  and  strings 

Woollen  goods  ..  „ 
Silk  goods  ..  ..  „ 
Garments,  linen,  and 

millinery..         ..        „ 
Hats  ••         .. ;  Number., 

Straw  goods  Cwts.     . . 

Paper    and    paper 

goods       ..  „ 

Leather  goods  „ 

Wooden  and  bone- 
ware        ..         ..        „ 
Glass  and  glassware 
£arthenware  „ 

Iron  and  ironware  . .        „ 
Metal  goods 
Vehicles 
Instruments       and , 

fancy  goods 
Chemical  produce  . . 
Soap. . 

Wood  and  timber  . . 
Mineral  oil . . 
Indiarnbber  goods . . 

Total    .. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1898. 


Number. . 
Cwts.     .. 


195 
82 
70 

440 
28 
85 
11 

105 
11 
11 
11 

8,092 
48 

1,581 
616 

8,908 
1,992 

491 
8,881 

188 
4 

57 

85 

2 


1899. 


1898. 


118 

1,170 

280 
45 

"15 

'21 

1,657 
27 

1,879 
868 

5,810 

2,188 

503 

17,528 

402 


18 
646 
11 
47 
23 
9 


£ 

121 

612 

61 
360 
100 
809 

80 
171 
127 
560 
144 

726 
1,192 

1,030 
19,478 

8,105 
3,884 
825 
3,966 
1,026 
38 

1,913 

66 

4 


1899. 


798 

770 

1,740 
560 

811 

888 

614 
888 

1,280 
16,677 

10,648 
4.118 
1,018 
6,933 
2,083 


846 

1,590 

28 

12 

6 

156 


44,888   !  49,359 

I 


Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Canada  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


A  nicies. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1809. 

Cocoi  beans      .. 
CcreaFs  and  dried  fruit 
Vegetables,  fruits,  and 
plants 

Grease 

Beverages 

Eat^iblee 

Minerals 

Musical  iuatruments    .. 

Machiues 

Cwts. 

8 

12,006 

62 

822 

2 

84 

1,182 

83 

Cwts. 
78 

•  • 

269 

'76 

2,284 

88 

582 

£ 
10 
8,329 

S9 

299 
4 
880 
1,009 
221 
•  • 

5,241 

£ 

215 

207 

298 
1,641 

221 
1,118 

Total     .. 

•  • 

■  • 

8,695 

(631) 
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Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  Uy 
Canada  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


AHidei. 

(Quantity. 

Yalne. 

1        1898. 

1             • 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Owts. 

Cwts. 

£ 

£ 

Cottoi^oods    . . 

46 

65 

888 

414 

Linen  gooda     . . 

9 

6 

113 

67 

Woollen  goods . . 

1             2 

58 

22 

674 

Silk  goods 

'             5 

•  • 

170 

, , 

Garments,    linen,    and 

millinery 

214 

203 

2,869 

2,607 

Brushes  and  brooms    . . 

5 

7 

83 

109 

Leather  goods 

60 

39 

5,100 

3,066 

Wooden  and  boneware. . 

52 

17 

220 

)60 

Glass  and  glassware    . . 

66 

40 

!43 

94 

Earthenware     . . 

431 

373 

Metal  gooda 

31 

29 

280 

153 

loBtraments  and  fancy 

goods 

105 

61 

M99 

1,642 

Chemical  produce 

144 

8 

833 

47 

Gams  and  resins 

, , 

19 

, , 

88 

Paper  goods     . . 

, , 

7 

, , 

18 

Ironware        *.. 

•• 

2 

•• 

16 

Total     .. 

•• 

•• 

18,788 

8,940 

Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Cape  Colony  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Yalue. 


1898. 


Animal  produce 

Beyerages 

Dyeing    and     tanning 

material 
Wool  .. 
Colonial  goods 
Spices  . . 
Plants  .. 
Gums  and  resins 

Total 


Cwts. 
17 
0-6 

1,826 

4,757 


I- 


1899. 


Cwts. 


9,266 

4,655 

89 

•    2 

4 

48 


1898. 


58 

4 

265 
20,088 


20.415 


1899. 


14 

1.986 

31,429 

123 

.      4 

214 

42 


33,811 
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Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 
Cape  Colony  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 



1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

Malt 

Cwts.     .. 

840 

,, 

521 

., 

Beverages   .. 

i»        •  • 

4,670 

448 

8,818 

470 

Wood  and  timber  . . 

>»        '  • 

6,278 

, , 

707 

, , 

Eatables      .. 

n           •  • 

7 

■  • 

21 

, , 

Cotton  goods 

it           •  • 

6 

2 

62 

21 

Woollen  goods 

>»           •  * 

31 

,, 

168 

,, 

Garments,  linen,  and 

millinery. .         . . 

»           •  • 

19 

87 

281 

263 

Hats 

Number. . 

200 

, , 

63 

■  • 

Paper     and    paper 

goods 

Cwts.     ,. 

35 

18 

123 

16 

Leather  goods 

it        •  • 

58 

39 

1,194 

927 

Wooden   and  bone- 

ware 

>»        •• 

8,148 

2,682 

6.176 

4,843 

GIas<t  and  glassware 

ty 

248 

7 

258 

24 

Earthenware 

454 

72 

299 

135 

Ironware     . . 

ft            •  • 

182 

8 

407 

14 

M«tal  goods 

l» 

5 

99 

80 

518 

Vehicles      .. 

Number. . 

6 

. 

60 

., 

Instruments        and 

fancy  goods 

Cwts.     . . 

16 

4 

256 

188 

Chemical  produce  . . 

» 

851 

963 

, . 

Vegetables.. 

»t        •• 

.. 

254 

, , 

33 

Oil 

19               •• 

•• 

•• 

2 

•• 

4 

Total    .. 

" 

•• 

18,877 

6,906 

Table  showing  Value  of  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary 
from  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies  during  the 
Years  1898-99. 


Value. 


1898. 

1899. 

British  India  . . 

£ 

8,666,881 

127,056 

6,902 

203,810 

6,241 

20,416 

£ 
3,682,876 

British  West  Indies  . 
British  possessions  in 
AustraUa 

the  Mediterranean  . . 

98,467 

7,577 

469,107 

Canada           .. 

8,696 

Cane  Colony  .  • 

38,811 

•         •  •         • •         «• 

Total   . 

8,919,264 

4,246,082 
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Tabi.k  showing  Valiu*  of  Articles  Kxpoited  from  Austria-Hungarv 
to  the  Britisli  Colonies  and  Dependencies  during  tlie  Veshs 
1898-99. 


Value. 


Sugar  tnde, 

general 

fltatiitice. 


liiport 
•tatUtica. 


Bountioi. 


1698. 

£ 

Britiab  iDdia I,3-33,7P7 

British  West  Indies 7.-*  93 

BritUh  potveflBiODS  in  the  Mediterranean  . .  39,254 

Auatralia        44  883 

Canada           1.^.72$:i 

Ca)<e  Colony 13.8:7 

Total 1.44>,P42 


1899. 


£ 
1.531  268 

5.791 
25.174 
49.359 

8,940 

6.901 


1.627.488 


Condition  of 
Bugar  trade  in 


During  the  season  of  1899-1900  there  were  213  factories 
engaged  in  the  Austro-Hiingarian  beet  sugar  industry,  as  com- 
pared to  214  factories  in  the  preceding  season.  The  total  output 
of  raw  sugar  is  computed  at  about  1,083,000  tons,  as  compared  to 
1,025,000  tons  in  1898-99.  This  quantity  is  the  largest  that  has 
been  produced  for  many  years  past.  The  entire  area  under  beet 
cultivation  in  1899-1900  was  796,000  acres,  whereas  in  1898-99 
the  area  was  761,000  acres.  It  is  estimated  that  the  average 
yield  in  1899-1900  amounted  to  271 7  cwts.  of  sugar  per  acre,  €W 
against  27  cwts.  per  acre  in  the  season  of  1898-99.  The  total 
quantity  of  beet  grown  in  1899-1900  was  8,353,000  tons,  as  com- 
pared to  7,494,000  tons  in  1898-99.  The  yiehl  of  beet  per  acre 
in  1899-1900  thus  averaged  210  cwts.,  as  compared  to  197  cwts. 
in  1898-99.  Calculating  on  the  basis  provided  by  the  foregoing 
figures,  the  total  yield  of  sugar  fi-om  the  beet  amounted  to  13  per 
cent,  in  1899-1900,  and  137  per  cent,  in  1898-99. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  total  quantity  exported  during  the 
season  of  1899-1900  will  reach  a  tr^tal  of  739,000  tons,  as  com- 
pared to  698,000  tons  in  the  foregohig  season.  Should  this 
supposition  prove  correct,  the  quantity  exported  will  have  sur- 
passed the  highest  figure  yet  recorded. 

During  the  season  1898-99,  export  bounties  to  the  extent  of 
14,056,814  fl.  (1,171,401/.)  were  paid.  Of  this  amount,  however, 
the  sum  of  5,056,814  fl.  (421,401/.)  was  repaid  by  the  factories,  as 
the  sum  set  apart  by  the  Government  for  the  payment  of  export 
sugar  bounties  was  fixed  at  9,000,000  fl.  (750,000/.)  only.  Thus, 
the  actual  bounty  received  averaged  1*23  fl.  (2s.)  per  met.  cental 
for  raw  sugar  instead  of  2s.  Sd.  as  originally  estimated,  and  1*77  fl, 
(3s.  I  per  met.  cental  for  granulated  sugar  instead  of  3s.  lOd,  as 
originally  estimated.  As  already  stated,  there  is  every  prospect 
that  during  the  season  of  1^)99-1900  a  furtlier  advance  of  exporta- 
tion will  be  recorvled.  In  this  event  a  coiTesponding  shrinkage 
of  the  actual  bounty  rate  is  to  be  foreseen. 

From  a  tinancial  point  of  view  the  condition  of  the  sugar  trade 
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during  the  past  season  was  scarcely  satisfactory.  On  the  whole  1399,  and  of 
quotations  were  weak.  From  October,  1899,  till  January,  1900,  prices  current, 
prices  for  raw  sugar  ranged  from  about  12  fl.  to  12*50  fl.  per 
met.  cental.  In  February  a  slight  rise  occurred  and  about 
12*90  fl.  per  met.  cental  was  quoted.  Subsequently,  a  further 
advance  took  place,  raw  sugar  being  quoted  at  about  13*45  fl.  per 
met.  cental  The  industry  in  general,  however,  profited  little  by 
this  increase,  as  most  of  the  stocks  had  been  previously  disposed 
of,  and  the  high  prices,  therefore,  could  only  be  attained  for  a 
comparatively  insignificant  surplus. 

The  prices  for  granulated  sugar  prevailing  abroad  were  like- 
wise weak,  and  as  a  consequence  the  business  of  the  refineries  in 
this  country  was  barely  remunerative.  The  quotations  ruling  for 
granulated  sugar  varied  as  follows : — 


1899. 

August 
Sep.iember   .  • 
October 
November    ,. 
December    .  • 

1900. 

January 

February 

March 


PerCwt. 

«. 

d. 

12 

6 

12 

U 

11 

ik 

11 

Oi 

10 

8* 

10  Hi 

11 

OJ 

11 

H 

The  difference  in  pric«  between  the  granulated  and  raw  pro- 
duct averaged  about  2$.  during  the  months  of  September  and 
November  last.  Subsequently,  it  declined  and  fluctuated  between 
Is,  and  Is.  2^d. 

The  uneasiness  caused  in  those  circles  interested  in  the  sugar  Austro- 
industry  in  this  country  by  the  introduction  last  year  of  a  counter-  ^^^l**^"'? 
vailing  duty  on  bounty-fed  sugar  imported  into  British  India  has  ^I'ladLn 
not  been  justified  by  events.     The  decision  of  the  Legislative  duties. 
Council   in   Calcutta   at   firat   exercised   a    slightly   detrimental  ' 

influence  on  the  Austrian  sugar  market.  This,  however,  was  only 
of  short  duration,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  no  change  worthy  of 
special  notice  has  taken  place  in  the  development  of  business 
between  Austria-Hungary  and  that  part  of  the  world. 

It  was  always  anticipated  that  the  primary  effect  of  tliQ  new 
impost  would  be  to  bring  about  an  advance  in  the  price  not  only 
of  the  bounty-fed  commodity,  but  also  of  colonial  sugar.  This 
supposition  has  proved  correct,  and  from  information  to  hand  it 
would  appear  that  by  reason  of  the  increased  price  demanded  for 
both  the  bounty-fed  and  the  colonial  article,  it  is  not  the  Continental 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 


AUSTRU-HUNGARY. 


CondiUon  of 
domestic 
sugar  market. 


AoBtro- 
Hungarian 
Export 
Association. 
Efibrts  to 
promote  trade 
and  indiistry. 


OoTemmeDt 
aabsidies  for 
mercantile 
enterprises. 


Commeicial 
J^ymiicatca. 


manufacturer,  but  the  Indian  consumer  himself  upon  whom  the 
chief  burden  of  the  countervailing  duty  is  thrown. 

The  opinion  prevails  here  that  for  the  next  few  years  at  any 
rate  Austria-Hungary  will  be  fully  able  to  maintain  her  present 
prominent  position  on  the  British  Indian  sugar  market.  A 
favourable  impression  has  been  created  in  this  country  by  a 
recent  decision  of  the  Indian  Government  to  the  effect  that  the 
countervailing  duty  on  imported  sugar  is  to  be  estimated  in  pro- 
portion to  the  average  export  bounty  actually  paid  in  each  year, 
and  that  any  surplus  duty  provisionally  deposited  beforehand 
should  be  returned  to  the  respective  importers  in  the  event  of  it 
being  subsequently  shown  that  an  excess  had  been  levied. 

As  concerns  the  domestic  sugar  market  no  appreciable  change 
is  to  be  recorded.  Nevertheless  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  is 
a  decrease  rather  than  an  increase  in  home  consumption,  doubt- 
less due  to  the  introduction  on  August  1,  1899,  of  a  new  tax  of 
6  fl.  per  metric  centaL 

During  the  year  the  Austro-Hungarian  Export  Association 
renewed  its  attempts  to  obtain  Government  support  for  the 
furtherance  of  various  commercial  projects. 

With  this  object  in  view  a  conference  was  summoned  by  the 
Association  to  discuss  the  best  means  of  carrying  out  improve- 
ments in  the  harbour  of  Trieste.  The  result  of  the  conference 
was  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  the  Government  undertook  to 
effect  the  desired  development.  A  plan  for  the  construction  of  a 
second  line  of  railway  between  Trieste  and  Vienna  was  likewise 
favourably  received  by  the  authorities. 

The  Government,  moreover,granted  a  subsidy  towards  the  cost  of 
organising  special  exhibitions  of  Austrian  industrial  products  abroad 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Export  Association.  In  the  meaiiwhile 
it  is  proposed  to  open  an  exhibition  in  Copenhagen,  and  the 
Industrial  Society  of  that  city  has  offered  to  provide  the  necessary 
premises  free  of  charge. 

A  subsidy  was  also  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  for 
the  purpose  of  despatching  a  certain  number  of  young  mer- 
chants to  foreign  countries  in  order  to  enable  them  to  study  on 
the  spot  the  prevailing  economic  conditions. 

In  addition  it  was  resolved  to  expend  a  sum  of  money  in 
assisting  Austro -Hungarian  manufacturers  to  establish  agencies. 
The  first  of  these  are  to  be  opened  in  London  and  Uskub.  A 
merchant  especially  well  versed  in  the  provision  trade  is  to  be 
sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  a  field,  it  is  said,  which  is  capable 
of  considerable  expansion. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  a  syndicate 
of  12  prominent  mercantile  firms  was  formed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  furthering  exportation.  The  firms  belonging  to 
this  syndicate  represent  a  total  capital  of  about  4,000,000/. 
They  will  primaiily  devote  their  attention  to  East  Asian  trade, 
and  a  representative  possessing  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mercial conditions  ruling  in  that  part  of  the  world  is  to  be  sent 
out. 
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The  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Eeichenberg.  in  Bohemia,  has 
decided  to  adopt  a  somewhat  similar  method  in  order  to  further 
the  interests  of  exportation.  A  syndicate  has  been  formed 
without  financial  assistance  from  the  State,  and  the  1 00  firms  of 
which  it  is  composed  have  each  subscribed  towards  despatching 
competent  representatives  abroad. 

Two  other  syndicates  with  the  same  object  in  view  have  also 
been  formed ;  the  first  for  the  export  of  textiles  to  Brazil,  and  the 
second  for  the  export  of  sugar  to  Yokohama.  The  latter  is  backed 
by  the  Austrian  Creditanstalt,  a  well-known  and  influential  bank- 
ing company,  whose  branch  at  Prague  transacts  an  extensive 
business  in  sugar. 

During  the  year  an  important  Government  decree  was  pub-  Regulation  of 
lished  relative  to  the  flotation  of  limited  liability  companies  in  the  AMtrian 
Austria.     This  decree,  which  supersedes  those  hitherto  in  force,  company  lawa. 
removes  many  of   tlie  obstacles  that    formerly  hindered,  if  not 
entirely  prevented,  the  foundation  of  limited  companies,  even  in 
cases  where  there  was  every  prospect  of  such  enterprises  proving 
successful.     According  to  the  new  decree,  however,  the  authorities 
have  no  longer  the  power  to  arbitrarily  refuse  to  sanction  the 
foundation  of  a  limited  company,  and  provided  the  prescriptions 
and  stipulations  are  duly  complied  with,  official  permission  cannot 
be  withheld. 

The  Austrian  Commercial  Museum,  as  its  name  implies,  is  an  Austrian 
institution  founded  with  the  object  of  promoting  the  export  trade  Suseum^^*^ 
in  this  country.  Hitherto  it  has  displayed  praiseworthy  activity 
in  compiling  statistics  and  gathering  otlier  items  of  general  useful- 
ness. It  now  proposes  to  extend  its  sphere  of  operations,  and  with 
this  end  in  view,  has  undertaken  to  supply  business  men  with 
gratuitous  information  on  any  subject  likely  to  be  of  service  to 
them.  The  information  furnished  to  applicants  will  cover  the 
market  conditions  prevailing  in  foreign  countries,  the  chances  of  a 
given  article  finding  a  ready  sale  abroad,  particulars  as  to  the 
latest  inventions  patented  abroad,  and  in  short,  all  data  of  either 
individual  or  general  mercantile  interest.  The  institution,  more- 
over, will  undertake  to  open  up  relations  between  domestic  and 
foreign  manufacturers,  to  supply  information  as  to  the  trustworthi- 
ness of  foreign  firms,  the  customs  dues  levied  abroad,  and  finally, 
will  take  legal  steps  to  recover  outstanding  debts  for  its  clients. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  these  services  are  ofiFered  to  the 
public  practically  free  of  charge,  an  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the 
strenuous  eflForts  made  in  this  country  to  develope  foreign  trade 
and  commerce. 

Official  statistics  dealing  with  the  labour  movement  in  Austria  Strikes,  and 
during  1898  have  just  been  issued.    According  to  these  figures,  '^®  l*^w 
255  strikes   occurred,  in    which   66,251    labourers  of   all   kinds  "^^^®™®'*^ 
participated.     As  compared  with  the  foregoing  year,  there  was^  an 
increase  both  as   regards  the  total  number  of  strikes  and  the 
workmen  involved.     49  strikes  occurred  in  the  building  trade,  28 
in  the  textile  industry,  and  26  in   the  metal-working   industry. 
The  average  duration  of  the  strikes  was  11*18  days;  the  longest 
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strike  continued  for  153  days.  In  48  instances  (18'82  per  cent.)  the 
strikes  were  successful,  in  105  cases  (4118  per  cent.)  they  ended  in 
a  compromise,  and  in  102  (40  per  cent.)  they  failed  entirely.  In 
124  instances  the  strikes  were  due  to  the  low  rate  of  wages,  in  36 
instances  to  the  dismissal  of  fellow  workmen,  in  33  cases  to  the 
lowering  of  wages,  and  in  21  cases  to  dislike  to  overseers  or  fore- 
men. It  is  estimated  that  wages  to  the  total  e^ctent  of  about 
40,000/,  were  lost. 

One  of  the  most  important  strikes  occurring  in  1899  was  that 
of  the  cloth  weavers  in  Briinn  (Mora\ia),  a  large  Austrian  manu- 
facturing centre.  Some  10,000  workmen  participated  in  this 
strike,  which  lasted  about  six  weeks.  The  demands  of  the  men 
were  for  the  introduction  of  a  10  hours'  day  and  various  increases 
in  the  scale  of  wages.  In  the  end  the  workmen  partly  attained 
their  objects,  inasmuch  as  sundry  changes  in  their  favour  were 
made  in  the  hours  of  work,  and  in  certain  instances  an  improve- 
ment in  the  rate  of  pa;;^  was  granted.  The  strike  itself  attracted 
considerable  attention  abroad,  and  the  organising  committee  re- 
ceived pecuniary  assistance  from  Germany. 

The  strike  of  the  Briinn  cloth  weavers,  combined  with  the 
conspicuous  advance  in  the  price  of  raw  material,  afifeqted  the 
Austrian  woollen  industry  very  appreciably.  The  dearness  of  raw 
wool  caused  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  price  of  the  finished 
article,  while  the  strike  brought  about  a  decline  in  produc- 
tion. This  latter  circumstance  proved  favourable  for  many  manu- 
facturers, who  were  al)le  to  dispose  of  their  stocks  at  a  profit. 
The  sudden  advent  of  cold  weather  earlier  than  usual  also  served 
to  increase  the  demand  for*  winter  woollens,  and  this,  combined 
with  the  fact  that  the  satisfactory  results  of  the  harvest  augmented 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  rural  population,  trade  on  the  whole 
can  ])e  characterised  as  brisk.  Relations  with  Egypt  improved, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  those  with  British  India  were  slack,  many 
orders  being  refused  on  account  of  the  higher  prices  attainable 
elsewhere. 

The  war  in  South  Africa  has  naturally  exercised  a  certain 
influence  on  the  foreign  trade  of  Austria-Hungary.  At  present 
it  is  impossible  to  adequately  record  the  results,  but  Austrian 
commercial  circles  anticipate  an  unprecedented  demand  for  goods 
of  all  kinds  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
Johannesburg  and  many  other  towns  are  now  almost  entirely 
denuded  of  all  articles  of  industry,  while  a  further  enormous 
trade  will  be  created  by  the  large  number  of  bridges,  railways, 
dwelling-houses,  &c.,  which  will  have  to  be  restored. 

Although  no  oflBcial  statistics  dealing  with  mercantile  failures 
are  issued  in  this  country,  it  is,  however,  possible  to  arrive  at  a 
fairly  accurate  estimate  by  means  of  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Vienna  Creditors'  Association  (Wiener  Creditoren-Verein),  which 
possesses  a  large  number  of  correspondents  in  all  parts  of  the 
monarchy.  According  to  the  figures  published  by  this  association 
there  were  974  failures  in  Austria-Hungary  in  1899,  with  total 
liabilities  amounting  to  390,000/.,  as  compared  to  1,012  failures, 
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with  liabilities  of  470,000/.  during  the  preceding  year.  In  494 
cases  a  compromise  was  arrived  at,  and  an  average  dividend  of 
53*36  per  cent,  was  paid.  In  380  cases,  involving  liabilities  of 
110,000/.,  a  dividend  of  only  15  per  cent,  was  realised.  The  pro- 
portion of  failures  in  the  various  commercial  districts  was 
approximately  the  same  as  in  former  years,  with  the  exception  of 
Western  Galicia,  and  especially  the  town  of  Cracow,  where  an 
unusually  large  number  was  recorded. 

As  regards  Hungary  more  particularly,  there  were  416  failures,  Failures  in 
with  liabilities  of  170,000/.,  as  against  392  failures,  with  liabilities  ""°«a^y- 
of  165,000/.,  in   1898.     This   iricrease  is   attributed   to  the  low 
prices  prevailing  in  many  branches  of  industry,  and  the  liigh  rate 
of  interest  ruling  throughout   the   year.       The    building    trade 
appears  to  have  suffered  anore  severely  than  any  other,  and  the  . 
number  of  failures  occurring   in   Budapest  is  conspicuous.     In 
54*86   per  cent,  of  the  foregoing   cases,   involving    liabilities   of 
104,000/.,  bankruptcy  was  avoided-;  in  29  cases,  witli  lialiilities  of 
9,000/.,  a  dividend  of  43*47  per  cent,  was  paid  by  the  court,  and 
in  the  remaining  cases  only  13*77  per  cent,  was  realised. 

The  conspicuous  difference  between  the  dividend  realised  in  Necessity  fci 
instances  where  a  compromise  was  arrived  at  as  compared  to  those  [eviaioii  ot' 

O&n  K  ITU  T)  lC  V 

wound  up  by  the  court,  clearly  shows  that  a  reform  of  the  com-  j^^g^   *^ 
plicated  bankruptcy  laws  is  urgently  needed. 
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Report  on  Trade  aiid  Cormnerce  of  Fiuine  for  the   Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Fabbr. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  August  23,  1900.) 

Exports  show  a  considerable  increase,  viz.,   130,000  tons,  or  Introductory. 
22J  per  cent,  in  weight,  and  745,500/.,  or  16  per  cent,  in  value. 
This  increase  is  due  to  flour,  oak   staves,   square   oak,   lumber, 
sugar,  barley,  beans,  spirits,  mineral  waters,  oak  extract,  &c. 

Imports  show  a  decrease  of  44,000  tons,  or  10  per  cent,  in 
weight  and  the  value  is  nearly  unaltered.  The  decrease  is  due 
chiefly  to  maize,  wheat,  jute  naphtha,  wine,  and  there  was  an 
increase  in  rice,  fruit,  resin,  &c. 

For  particulars  of  imports  and  exports,  see  Annex  B. 

Shipping  shows  an  increase  of  100,000  tons  under  the  Austro-  Shipping. 
Hungarian  flag ;  15,000  tons  under  the  Italian  flag. 

British   shipping  is   unchanged.     It   represents   19   per  cent.  British 
of   the   ocean-going   steam  tonnage,  78  per  cent.   l>eing  Austro-  ^^lippi^ig- 
Hungarian. 

As  regards  the  value  of  the  ocean-going  trade,  28  per  cent.  Ocean-going 
was  carried  under  the  British  flag,  62  per  cent,  under  the  Austro-  *rade. 
Hungarian  flag,  and  10  per  cent,  under  various  flags. 

Comparing  values  of  trade  the  United  Kingdom  ranks  fii-st  Trade, 
with  24  per  cent. ;  Austria-Hungary,  18  per  cent. ;  Italy,  19  per 
cent. ;  France,  12  per  cent. ;  Turkey,  6  per  cent. ;  United  States, 
5  per  cent. ;  Netherlands,  4  per  cent. 

As  regards  the  foreign  trade,  excluding  the  Austro-Hungarian  Foreign  trade, 
coasting     trade,     the     shares     are     as     follows: — the     United 
Kingdom,  30  per  cent. ;  Italy,  23  per  cent. ;  France,  15  per  cent. ; 
Turkey,  8  per  cent. ;  United  States,  6  per  cent. ;  Netherlands,  5 
per  cent. 

And  as  regards  the  aggregate  shipping  trade  (values  of  cargoes)  Shipping 
the  shares  are  as  follows : — British  flag,  18  per  cent. ;  Austro-  ^^^^ 
Hungarian  flag,  66  per  cent. ;   Italian  flag,  12  per  cent. ;   other 
countries,  4  per  cent. 

Particulars  of  shipping  will  be  found  in  Annex  A. 

The  direct  trade  in  British  vessels  with  the  United  Kingdom*British 
and    Colonies,    including    the     Indian    Empire,    amounted     to :  "hipping, 
cargoes  entered,  633,000/. ;    cargoes  cleared,  547,000/, :    the  re-  ^'^^""^  •'*'^^' 
spective  figures  in  1898  being  792,000/.  and  477,000/. 

(669)  A  2 
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The  carrying  trade  in  British  vessels  amounted  to,  cai^^oes 
entered,  100,000/. ;  cargoes  cleared,  339,000/. ;  the  respective 
figures  in  1898  being  148,000/.  and  212,000/. 

The  Austro -Hungarian  shipping  trade  amounted  to  5,967,000/., 
as  against  5,400,000/.  in  1898,  an  increase  of  10  per  cent. 

ITie  Italian  shipping  trade  amounted  to  1,042,000/.,  as  against 
1,000,000/.,  an  increase  of  4  per  cent. 

The  total  British  trade  amounting  to  2,180,000/.  was  carried : 
1,180,000/.  in  British  vessels;  1,000,000/.  in  foreign  vessels ;  i.c., 
54  per  cent,  in  British  and  46  per  cent,  in  foreign  (of  which  44  per 
cent  were  Austro- Hungarian)  vessels. 

The  corresponding  hgures  in  1898  were,  58  per  cent.  British 
and  42  per  cent,  foreign  vessels. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  and  export  appear  in  Annex  B, 
showing  the  increase  or  decrease  on  the  preceding  year. 

Imports  under  the  British  flag,  733,000/. ;  imports  from  United 
Kingdom  and  British  Colonies,  292,000/.;  imports  from  India, 
740,000/.  (rice  and  jute). 

Exports  under  the  British  flag,  886,000/. ;  exports  to  United 
Elingdom  and  British  Colonies,  913,000/. ;  exports  to  India, 
236,000/. 

Among  the  articles  of  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
British  Colonies,  the  following  are  the  most  important : — 


Articles. 


Rice  (India) 
Jute  (India) 
Cotton  (India) 
Pepper  (India^ 
Hides  (India) 
Three  ships. . 
Coal.. 

Cotton  yam. . 
„       goods 
Pig-iron 
Iron-plates  .  • 
Machinery  ,. 
Copper 
Tin  .. 
Tobacco 

Paraffin  and  oils 
Spice 
Woollen  yam 

„       goods 
China  day  . . 
Drugs 


Value. 


£ 

477.000 

220,000 

40,000 

2,300 

2,800 

80,000 

47,000 

22,000 

16,000 

20,000 

10,000 

17,000 

9,000 

8,000 

8,000 

10,000 

3,000 

2,500 

1,600 

1,000 

1,000 
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The  following  are  the  principal  articles  of  export  to  the  United  Articles 

Sjngdom  : —  exported  to 

.  United 

I Kingdom. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Flour           

Suffar           

Oak  extract 

Barley          

Beans           ..          ..         •• 

Oak  wood 

Prunes         

Mineral  waters 

Hazel  sticks 

Talc 

Hemp          

Paper  and  cellulose           

Bentwood  furniture 

Torpedo  parts         

Carbolic,  carbonic,  and  acetic  acids 

Glue 

Starch         

One  ship      •  •         . .          . .          •  •          • « 

£ 

470,000 

100,000 

90,000 

60,000 

10,000 

58,000 

10,000 

14,000 

1,700 

3,000 

2,000 

6,500 

1,000 

19,000 

10,000 

12,000 

17,000 

9,000 

Exports  to  India. 


Articles. 


Sugar 

Lumber,  soft 

Flour 

Paper 

Glass 

Iron  pots     . . 


Value. 


£ 

220,000 
5,000 
8,600 
1,400 
1,600 
1,000 


Exports  to  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and  Cyprus. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Tobacco       

Beech  staves           

Lumber 

Cotton  goods 

Bentwood  furniture          

Sugar          

Malt 

£ 

5,000 

1,300 

1,400 

900 

600 

1,000 

600 

Exports  of  flour  have  risen  to  100,000  tons,  an  increase  of  50  Flour, 
per  cent. 

Exports  of  raw  sugar  have  risen  to  96,000  tons,  an  increase  of  Sugar. 
33  per  cent. 

Exports  of  soft  lumber  have  risen  to  220,000  tons,  an  increase  Lumber. 
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of  22  per  cent.,  and  exports  of  oak  lumber  (including  staves)  have 
risen  to  114,000  tons,  an  increase  of  12 J  per  cent. 

The  number  of  oak  staves  exported  from  Fiumewas  39,650,000 
(against  34,280,000  in  1898),  of  which  36,800,000  were  exported 
to  France  (against  32,000,000  in  1898). 

Flour,  sugar  and  lumber  represent  eleven-fourteenths  of  the 
total  exports  of  Fiume. 

Wine  imports  amount  to  930,000/.,  a  decrease  of  7  per  cent. 
They  are  made  up  of  900,000  quintals  Italian  (deci-ease  30,000 
quintals)  and  180,000  quintals  Dalmatian  and  Istrian  (decrease 
20,000  quintals),  the  value  being  720,000/.  Italian  (decrease 
80,000/.)  and  200,000/.  Dalmatian  and  Istrian  (decrease  20,000/.). 

Imports  of  British  coal  amounted  to  37,000  tons  (decrease 
4,000  tons). 

Imports  of  rice  have  risen  to  72,000  tons  (increase  14,000  tons), 
an  increase  of  24  per  cent. 

The  thi-ee  articles  wine,  coal,  and  rice  i-epresent  five-ninths  of 
the  total  imports. 

The  petroleum  trade,  once  of  considerable  importance,  is  now 
nearly  extinct,  owing  to  the  competition  of  Galician  oil. 

Imports  have  fallen  to  9,700  tons. 

Jute  imports  have  fallen  to  11,000  tons  (decrease  16,000  tons). 

The  nationality  of  crews  of  British  vessels  in  1899  was  roughly 
three-fourths  British.  Out  of  3,950  sailore,  900  were  foreigners 
consisting  of  94  Germans,  143  Swedes,  197  Italians,  300  other 
foreigners  and  165  Lascars. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of    Fiume 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Salllnff. 

Steam. 

ToUl. 

Value  of 
Carifo. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
VesMU. 

•p.  -.       V  umber  of 
T^"-       Ve««Jte. 

Tons. 

Kumber  of 
Vonels. 

Tons. 

British       

AustiH>-Hangarian 
Aiutro-Hungarian, 

Qoasting,      pa». 

sensen        and 

local  traffic 

Italian       

Various     

I 
1,-291 

25 
2,086 

625 
48,362 

4l','720 
6.489 

US 
4,109 

4,189 

266 

36 

214,4A9 
905,240 

201,671 
121,714 
37,806 

144 

9,589 

1,085 
61 

214,984 

1,156,273 

168.434 
44,295 

733,000 

2,090,000 

653,000 
171,000 

Total      

97,096 

8.7« 

1,480,390 

10,829 

1,677,986 

3,647.000 
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Cleared. 


•7 


Sail 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

toff. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

Nafcionalitj. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of     -,^^, 
Vessels.       ^*^'**- 

British      

Austro- Hungarian 

Auatro-Hun^rian, 
coasting,  pas- 
sencrera  and 
loctl  traffle 

Italian        

Various     

1 
1,292 

"*764 
26 

1,169 
48,411 

40,642 
6.787 

148 
4,108 

38 

213.642 
904,417 

201,671 
121,646 
39,643 

144 
6,400 

4,189 

1,031 

64 

214,711 
952,828 

201,671 
162.288 
45,330 

886,000 

3,877,000 

889,000 
224.000 

Total       

2.083    j     97.009           8.746 

1,479,819 

10,828       1,576,828 

6,876,000 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port 


of  Fiume  during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Fruit 

Tobacco . . 

Rice 

Valonea  . .         . . 

Cotton  goods  and  yam 

Pig-iron . . 

Ironware 

Sulphur . . 

Seeds  and  herbs 

Besin      ..         .« 

Salt         

Firey^ood 

Wheat 

Maize     •• 

Oils 

Coal 

Phosphates 

Naphtha  oil      . . 

Hemp     .. 

Jute 

Nitrates .  •         . .         • 

Wine 

CoflTee 

Chemicals 


Quantity. 


Metric  tons. 

16,000 
4,200 

72,000 
4,300 
3,100 
6,000 
1,500 
3,000 
0,200 
3,100 
8,400 
3,30Q 

12,000 
9,000 
1,600 

64,000 
6,500 
9,600 
1,100 

11,000 

4,700 

109,000 

1,600 

1,000 


Increase. 


>tric  tons. 

Metric  toi 

7,300 

•  * 

1,000 

•  • 

14,000 

•  • 

1,100 

•  • 

700 

,, 

200 

, , 

100 

•  • 

1,300 

•  • 

1,000 

, , 

3,000 

. , 

800 

•  • 

400 

, , 

2,000 

. , 

33,000 

•  • 

300 

•• 

3,000 

•• 

8,000 

.. 

16,000 

, , 

1,600 

. , 

5,000 

, , 

400 

•  • 

1,200 

Decrease. 
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Seturk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Rume 
during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Quantitj. 


Flour     .• 
Oak  stayes 

,t    squara       .  • 
YariouB  lumber 
Sugar,  rair 

„      refined  .. 
Barlej    •  • 
Beans     .  • 
Spirits    .  • 
Mineral  waters  •  • 
Oak  extract 
Hardware 
Chemicals 
Starch    .. 
Bran 
Cellulose 
Oats 

Bice,  shelled     •• 
Tobacco.. 
Wheat   .. 
Maire 
Prunes    . . 
Hemp  and  linseed 
Petroleum,  refined 
Wooden  furniture 
Paper     ••         •• 
Glue      •• 


Metric  tons. 

100,000 

90,000 

24,000 

220,000 

83,000 

13,000 

28,000 

18,700 

2,700 

8,700 

16,700 

4,100 

5,000 

1,400 

2,000 

1,300 

9,000 

8,800 

8,300 

6,000 

25,000 

4,500 

300 

1.800 

700 

1,200 

500 


Increase. 


Metric  tons. 

88,000 

9,000 

2,800 

89,000 

23,000 

1,000 

11,000 

700 

1,300 

400 

700 

1,700 

8,000 

300 

100 

760 

6,800 

2,500 


Decrease. 


Metric  tons. 


200 
600 

7,000 
600 

1,500 
400 
100 

'eo 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Exports  and  Imports  at 
the  Port  of  Fiume  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Country. 


Total 


Exports. 


1809. 


United  Kingdom         . .  \  1,149,000 

Austria-Hungary         ..!  1,017,000 

Italy 684,000 

France 991,000 

United  States  ..         ...  212,000 

Turkey 234,000 

Brazil |  94,000 

Buseia 22,000 

Netherlands     ..         ..{  305,000 

Belgium           ..          ..  ,  174,000 

Spain 76,000 

Egypt !  182,000 

Greece <  28,000 

Japan ,  145,000 

Boumania 

Chile '  ..    X 

Other  countries           . .  63,000 


1898. 


£ 

I     1,124,000 

I     1,063,000 

604,000 

910,000 

87,000 

172,000 

112,000 

8,000 

168.(J00 

130,000 

45,000 

28,000 

19,000 

125,000 

4,000 


31,500 


5,376,000         4,630,500 


Imports. 


1899. 


1898. 


£ 

1,031,600 

627,500 

1,002,200 

100,000 

208,000 

316,600 

50,500 

54,700 

63,500 


16,500 
20,000 
41,000 
48,300 
37,600 
26,000 


£ 

1,056,000 

667,000 

987,000 

76,0j30 

110,000 

298,000 

59,000 

171,000 

13,500 

9,000 

4,000 

19,000 

20,000 

2,500 

159,000 

60,000 

89,500 


3,647,000         3,740,500 
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Reference  to  previous  Report^  Annuai  Series  No.  2321. 


Report  on  the  Trade,  Finances,  <kc,,  of  Belgivm  for  the  Year  1899,  hy 
Mr.  RaikeSy  Secretary  of  Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Brussels, 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  July  23, 1900.) 

The  annual  statement  which  has  been  recently  published  by  Bevenue  uad 
the  Belgian  Treasury  shows  a  balance  of  152,139,308  fr.  on  the  expenditure, 
ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  account  from  1830  to  January 
1,   1900,  and  a  deficit  of  247,192,254  fr.   on   the  extraordinary 
revenue  and  expenditure  during  the  same  period,  thus  showing  a 
deficit  of  95,052,946  fr.  (3,802,118/.)  on  the  combined  accounts. 

Extraordinary  expenses  carried  to  the  1900  account  amounted 
to  64,881,102  fr.  To  meet  this  total  of  159,934,048  fr.  the 
resources  of  the  Grovemment,  derived  from  repayments  and  loans 
issued  or  authorised,  amounted  to  303,526,910  fr.,  so  that  the 
balance  of  resources  which  still  remains  amounts  to  143,592,861  fr. 

The    consolidated   debt   on   January    1,   1900,   amounted   to  Debt  charge 
2,607,081,650    fr.    (104,283,266/.),    and    the    floating    debt    to 
53,680,000  fr.  (2,147,200/.). 

The  annual  charge  on  the  consolidated  debt  was  82,325,045  fr. 
as  follows : — 


Amount. 

Ourrenc,T. 

Sterling. 

Interest 

„       on  redeemed  debt           .  • 
Fixed  charge  for  redemption 

Francs. 

77,105,831 

422,886 

4,796,328 

£ 
8,084,283 
16,915 
191,858 

Total 

82,826,046 

3,293,001 

(667) 


A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BELGIUM. 


The  Belgian  Budget  for  1899. 

The  revenue  voted  as  435,037^428  fr.  will  really  amoant  to 
466,679^86  fr.,  that  is  to  sav,  it  was  underestimated  by 
81,641,958  fr. 

The  principal  increases  are  in  : — 


•         ••         •  • 

■         •  •         •  • 

Amoqnt. 

B«ffi«trmtio&  f oet    •  •         • 
ToDs  (nUw»jt,  Ac.) 
Cp«t<nnf      f«         .«         • 

Fnnot. 

7.531,468 

14,639,810 

8.680,717 

3,161,142 

Bxcite         ••         ••         ««         ,,         ,, 

It  is  estimated  that  the  expenditure  which  was  voted  at 
434,388,989  fr.  will  really  amount  to  456,332,260  fr.,  that  is  to 
say,  it  was  underestimated  by  21,943,270  fr. 

The  final  account  will,  therefore,  stand  approximately  as 
follows : — 


Amount. 


Oxmeney, 

Sterling. 

Revenue      •  • 

Fnmoi. 
466,679,886 
466,332,260 

18,667,176 

Expenditure 

Burplui          •• 

18,268,290 

10,347,126 

413^885 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Belgian  Budget  as 
voted  for  1899  :— 
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Belgian  Budget,  1899. 
Bbvenxje. 


Direct  taxfttion  — 

Property  taxes 

Personal  taxes    .. 

Trade  licenses 

Mines 
Indirect  taxation — 

Customs  •• 

Excise 

Registration  fees 

Succession  duties 

Stamps    .. 

Various    .. 
Tolls- 
Rivers,  canals,  &c. 

Railways.. 

7  elegraphs  and  telephones 

Post  office 

Ostend  packet  service   . . 

Antwerp  Tdte  de  Flandre  seryioe 
Capital  and  revenue — 

Domains,  forests,  Ac 

Repayments 

Total 


Eecapitulation. 


Amount. 


Francs  o. 

25,678,000  0 

20,708,000  0 

7,800,000  0 

1,000,000  0 


87,124,809 
60,279,870 
21,000,000 
19,860,000 
7,200,000 
6,016,000 

1,695,000 

186,600,000 

7,600,000 

14,007,200 

1,350,000 

80,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 


18.634,900   0 
4,209,149  40 


485,037,428  40 


Expenditure. 


Service  of  the  puhlic  deht,  including  interest 

Civil  list  and  dotations 

Ministry  of  Justice 

„  Foreign  Affairs 

„  Interior 

„  Agriculture 

„  Public  Works 

„  Labour  and  Industry 

„            Railways,  Post,  and  Telegraphs 
War 

„  Fmance         

Gendarmerie 

Deficits  and  repayments 

Total 


Amount. 


Francs  c. 

126,377,962  54 

6,048,720  0 

23,649,630  0 

3,000,403  0 

28,819,140  0 

I   26,836,026  25 

4,339,720  0 

188,165,054  0 

62,897,769  99 

19,749,765  0 

6,128,800  0 

1,876,000  « 


484,388,98V 


Amount. 


Total  revenue 
„      expenditure 

Balance  . 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs          c. 
485,087.428    40 
434,388,989    78 

£ 
17,401,497 
17,375,560 

•• 

25,937 

(t>o7) 
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EzimordiDarj       The  extraordinary  expenditure   during    1899    amounted    to 

•nmiditnf.     89.M)9,012  fr.  (3,583,960Z.). 

And  nreim*.  -j^^  principal  items  under  this  heading  are : — 


Gftpitaliiation  of  annuities  due  from  the  State  in  oonneotion 
with  the  xe-purohase  of  the  ooneeieion  of  the  "  Flateaax 
de  Henre "  railway  ••         

HTdraoUc  works.  •         • .         .  •         .  •         

Bailways. 


Amount. 


Francs. 


18,469,178 
18,570,894 
46,888,388 


Budget  for 
1900. 


The  extraordinary  revenue  during  1899  amounted  to 
14,215,570  fr.,  leaving  a  deficit  of  75,383,441  fr.  (3,015,837/.). 

The  principle  which  regulates  the  admission  of  items  under 
the  hefiuling  of  extraordinary  expenditure  is  that  the  money  so 
voted  should  be  spent  on  works,  &c.,  calculated  to  increase  the 
revenue  in  the  future. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Belgian  Budget  as 
voted  for  1900  :— 

Belgian  Budget,  1900. 

RSVXKUS. 


Direct  taxation- 
Property  taxes       

Personal  taxes 

Trade  licenses 

Mine:)  ..         •-         •• 

Indirect  taxation — 

Customs 

Excise 

Sundry  receipts  from  abore  departments 

Hegistration  fees     .  • 

Succession  duties    .  • 

Stamps 

Various 
Tolls— 

Riyers,  canals,  &o. . .  . .  . .         .  < 

Bailwajs 

Telegraphs  and  telephones 

Post  office 

Ostend  packet  sendee       

Antwerp  Tdte  de  Flandre  seryioe  . 
Oapital  and  reyenue — 

Domains,  forests,  &c. 

Repayments 

Total 


Amount. 


Francs. 

25,900,000 

20,936,000 

8,800.000 

1,000,000 

89,648.934 

60,468,860 

652,000 

22,000,000 

19,220,000 

7,700,000 

6,713,000 

1,730,000 

194,600,000 

8,900,000 

16,040,060 

1,360,000 

100,000 

14,776,800 
4,816,974 


452,246,618 
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Amount. 

'  Service  of  tbe  publip  debt           

Civil  list  and  dotations 

^ni^ry  ol  JuAtice          ..         : 

■ ;:     ?3r^^   ::    ::■    ::    •:: 

„            Agriculture 

„            Labour  »;id  liidiiifciiT          ..         ..         ,,, 

,,            Raiiwajs,  Posts,  and  Telegraphs  . . 

War 

„            Finance  and  Public  Works. . 
Bendarmevie     -     .. 
Deficits  a^d  roj^ajments 

127,9^i*^    58 

6,044,I6^r      0       • 
:i5.0l5,6!8p      9 

29,719.484      0 . 
12,129.605    2'5 
*,«&7J520      i> 
147.1.72J8|0      .0 

7,0i9!58S    «0 
1,876,000      0 

Total       

452,996,828    82 

Eeoapitulaxion. 


jfp^w*- 

Correnoy, 

,  .Sterling. 

'^^'^.SS"^,.    :;    :: 

i^h 

S^lf^l 

p^m "    ••    ••• 

W.JUO  T»» 

ioff»  r  6 

The  revenue  estimates,  as  C9iDpared  with  those  voted  for  1899| 
show  an  increase  as  follows :— 


I^ojJ*^- 

Customs 

Beffistration  f  ees «« 

EaSways ., 

Posts  and  telegrapbs         

100,000 

40,<W 

320,000 

07,000 

Under  die  heading  of  expenditure  there  is  an  increase  of 
neajrly  360,060Z.  in  the  estimates  of  the  Minister  of  Railways.  This 
increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  acquisition  by  the  Gk)vernment 
of  additional  railway  lines,  which  of  course  necessitate  an  in- 
creased number  of  officials,  and  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of  coal. 

There  is  an  increase  of  66,498/.  in  the  sum  allotted  for  the. 
payment  of  interest  on  the  natiojial  debt,  owing  to  the  pji^irchase 
of  railway  lines. 

The  increase  in  the  estimate  for  gendarmerie  is  owing  to  the 
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transfer  from  the  provinces  to  the  State  of  the  duty  of  providing 
barracks  for  this  corps,  but  the  increased  expenditure  under  this 
heading  will  be  eventually  reduced  by  the  payment  of  certain 
provincial  contributions.  At  present  the  Government  asks  for 
some  75,000/.  more  than  last  year,  of  which  the  larger  portion  is 
to  be  spent  on  the  erection  of  new  barracks  at  Brussels. 

Compared  with  the  budget  voted  for  1899,  the  budget  for  1900 
shows  an  increase  of  688,367/.  in  revenue  and  of  744,313/.  in 
expenditure. 

Bxtrtordiiu37       The   extraordinary  expenditure    for    1900    is    estimated    at 

iMo^**^"'    131,923,544  fr. 


The  principal  items  are  :«— 

Amount 

Fhuics. 

For  new  nilways,  indading  the  ooniiraotion  of  a  new  line 
aeroM  BruneU  with  a  eentrtl  itatkm* 

81,600,000 

For  new  roUing  stock,  which  it  urgenUj  required  .  • 

43,028,544 

For  port  works  at  Antwerp 

For  the  fortifications  of  that  citj 

17,000,000 

6,000,000 

For  port  works  at  Ostend • 

6,500,000 

For  the  constraction  and  improTement  of  roads     •  •         •  • 

5,000,000 

Port  works  at 
Antwerp. 


In  the  Budget  of  extraordinary  expenditure  for  1899, 
3,000,000  fr.  were  voted  for  port  works  at  Antwerp,  so  that 
with  the  17,000,000  fr.  now  voted,  a  total  sum  of  20,000,000  fr. 
or  800,000/.  has  been  allotted  for  carrying  out  improvements. 
The  fact  that  Antwerp  has  been  steadily  falling  behind  Botterdam 
and  Hamburg  in  the  race  for  commercial  maritime  supremacy  has 
attracted  increasing  attention  in  Belgium,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
vote  of  20,000,000  fr.,  to  enable  the  authorities  to  carry  out  im- 
provements in  the  port  and  afford  increased  accommodation  for 
the  embarkation  and  discharge  of  cargo,  may  assist  Antwerp  to 
recover  some  of  the  trade  which  it  is  believed  has  been  diverted 
to  Hamburg  and  Botterdam  owing  to  the  greater  length  of  quay- 
wall  in  those  ports  at  which  vessels  can  imme(Uately  come 
alongside. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cargo  discharged  at 
the  three  ports  in  1880  and  in  1897,  and  the  amount  of  quay 
space  available  in  1898  at  which  vessels  can  immediately  come 
alongside : — 


Cargo  DeliTcred. 

Length  of 

18S0. 

1897. 

Quay  Walls. 

Antwenp       ••        ••        c. 
Itotterdanx    •  •         •  •         %  • 

Tons. 
2,604,726 
2,260,000 
2,496,950 

Tons. 
4,694,170 
8,484,789 
8,066,661 

Kiloms. 

8-5 

25  8 

16-5 

*  The  expenditure  on  this  project  is  estimated  at  56,000,000  fr.,  but  onlj  a 
portion  is  included  in  the  estimates  for  1900. 
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There  was,  therefore,  an  increase  of  13,983,945  tons  in  the 
cargo  delivered  at  the  three  ports  in  1897  as  compared  with  1880, 
and  of  this  increase  Antwerp  took  only  16  per  cent.,  whilst  Ham- 
burg and  Botterdam  took  40  and  44  per  cent  respectively. 

With  regard  to  the  length  of  quay  walls  in  the  different  ports, 
there  are  at  Antwerp  quay  walls  inside  docks  to  the  extent  of 
10  or  11  kiloms.,  but  these  do  not  offer  the  same  facilities  as  quay 
walls  alongside  which  vessels  can  moor  without  delay  and  even  if 
these  10  or  11  kiloms.  are  added  to  the  quay  space  directly  avail- 
able at  Antwerp,  the  total  length  is  still  inferior  to  that  either  at 
Botterdam  or  Hamburg. 

Belgian  Capital  Abroad, 

A  large  amount  of  Belgian  capital  is  invested  in  enterpiises  inTatUnent  of 
in  Bussia,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  Belgian 
the  total  so  invested.  A  report  published  by  the  Bussian  Ministry  ^21^1 
for  Foreign  Affairs  towards  the  close  of  1899  stated  that  13,500,000/. 
was  the  capital  of  105  different  Belgian  undertakings  in  Bussia  of 
which  '43  were  mining  or  mineral  companies,  whilst  an  article 
appeared  in  the  "  Mouvement  Greographique  "  of  January  28, 1900, 
in  which,  according  to  an  estimate  formed  by  M.  Cambier-Dupret, 
l^e  nominal  capitol  of  Belgian  companies  operating  in  Bussia 
amounted  to  40,000,0002.,  and  its  actual  value  to  60,000,000/. 
In  the  same  article  it  is  stated  that  between  August,  1898,  and 
August,  1899,  out  of  57  foreign  companies  started  in  Bussia  28 
were  Belgian.  A  group  of  Belgian  capitalists  is  said  to  be  now 
examining  a  project  for  opening  in  the  South  of  Bussia  some  large 
general  stores  especially  for  the  sale  of  Belgian  tools  and  machinery. 
M.  Boullienne,  an  agent  of  the  Government,  has  reported  in  favour 
of  such  an  undertaking,  and  his  advice  to  his  countrymen  would 
seem  to  be  of  value  to  all  foreign  firms  engaged  in  trade  with 
Bussia.  He  says  the  Bussian  purchaser  wishes  to  see  his  machine 
before  buying  it  and  that,  therefore,  a  large  quantity  of  all  kinds 
should  be  kept  in  the  stores ;  that  there  should  be  also  catalogues 
of  all  the  machines  carefully  illustrated  with  an  exact  description 
of  the  machinery,  and  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  pieces  of 
machinery  most  frequently  required  for  repairs  should  be  kept  in 
stock  so  as  to  be  at  once  available.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the. 
articles  which  M.  Boullienne  considers  to  be  in  constant  demand:'— 
Gras  engines,  miners'  lamps,  the  accessories  of  steam  boilers,  grind* 
stones,  locks  of  different  kinds  and  fire  arms. 

Active  steps  have  been  taken  by  Belgian  capitalists  to  obtain  a  Belgian 
share  in  developing  the  resources  of  China.    A  commercial  mission  undertakingt 
has  been  sent  out .  to  that  country  and  a  "  Compagnie  d'Orient "  ^  Ch">»- 
has  been  started  under  influential  auspices  with  the  double  object 
of  exploration  and  the  encouragement  of  subsidiary  companies. 

A  "  Soci^td  d'Etudes  de  Chemins-de-fer  en  Chine  "  was  founded 
as  far  back  as  March,  1897,  and  capital  to  the  amount  of  4,500,000/. 
has  been  provided  for  the  construction  of  the  Pekin-Hankow 
railway. 
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Other  companies  more  recently  formed  'are  the  *'  Soci^te  de 
Eecherches  Minicres  en  Chine;"  the  "(^ompagnie  GiSnirale  de 
Ghemins-de-fer  et  de  Tramways  en  Chine ; "  the  "  Soci^te  Beige- 
Ghinoise  de  Commerce  et  d'Industrie  "  and  the  "  Syndicat  Anglo- 
Beige."  In  addition  to  these  companies,  there  are  others — including 
banks — which  are  interest-ed  in  iindertaking.s  in  Oliina  as  well  as 
elsewhere. 


G-eneral 
commerce. 


,  oommeiioe. 


Bekfinn  tnide — Ocncml  and  Special  Comv^crre,  18^0. 

Note. — (reneral  commerce  includes  under  "  Imports "  all 
goods  wliich  have  entered  Belgium  without  distinction,  whether 
they  are  placed  in  bond,  delivered  for  consumption,  or  simply 
passing  throuj^h  in  traiisit.  Under  "  JSxports  '*  it  includes  all 
goods  leaving  Belgium,  whetlier  of  Belgian  or  foreign  origin. 

Special  commerce  includes  pnder  "  Imports  "  all  goods  which 
have  been  declared  to  be  for  consumptipn  in  Belgium,  whether  at' 
the  moment  of  their  arrival  in  the  country  or  when  they  are  takei 
out  of  bond.  Under  "Exports"  it  includes  all  Belgian  goods 
which  have  left  the  country  as  well  as  foreign  goods  which "h^ve 
been  nationalised. 

N.6. — Nationalised  goods  include — 

1.  Foreign  goods  which  have  paid  import  duties. 

2.  Foreign  goods,  not  subject  jbo  duty,  which  have  been 
declared  to  be  intended  for  consumption  in  Belgium. 

8.  Foreign  goods  to  be  finished  in  Belgium  and  then  re- 
exported. These  goods  are  admitted,  under  certain  conditions, 
either  wholly  or  partially  free  of  duty. 


Gknehal  Commerce  ^f  Belgium  in  1899. 


Imports  into  Belgium  .  • 

Increase  over  imports  in  1898. 

The  real  increase  is  howerer    .  • 

Tlie  difference  being  due  to  alterations  in 
official  values. 

Exports  from  Belgium  •  •         . .         . .         • . 
Increase  orer  exports  in  1898 . . 
The  real  increase  is  howerer   . . 

The  diff3rence  being  due  to  alterations  in 
official  Talues. 


Valae. 


£ 
146,172,000 
15,012,000 
7,720,000 


134,064,000 

13,268,000 

4,984,000 


Per  Cmfc. 


11 


11 
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Special  Commerce  in  1899. 


Imports  into  Belgium 

Increase  over  imports  in  1898 . . 
The  real  increase  is  howeTer    . . 

The  difference  being  dae  to  alterations  in 
official  yalues. 

Exports  from  Belgium . . 

Increase  over  exports  in  1898 

The  real  increase  is  howerer    . . 
The  difference  being  due  to  alterations  in 
official  values. 


Value. 


£ 

90,408,000 
8,620.000 
64876,000 


77,972,000 
6,492,000 
3.108,000 


Per  Cent. 


lOi 


Method  of  Transport  of  Imports  during  the  Year  1899,  and 
comparison  of  Value  with  1898. 


Increase. 

Value. 

Per  Cent. 

Gh>ods  imported  into  Belgium  by — 

Sea 

Land  and  railroad 

Biver  and  oanid         

£ 
5,224,000 
9,248,000 
540,000 

8 
18 
o' 

Table  showing  Percentage  of  Values  carried  by  Sea,  Land,  and 

Kiver,  &c.,  in  the  Years,  1899,  1898,  and  1889. 

Impobts. 


Percentage. 

1899. 

189& 

1889. 

Value  carried  by — 

Sea 

~  Land  and  rail 
Biyer  and  canal 

60*5 

41*2 

8-8 

52*8 
38-9 

8-8 

42-7 

50*4 

6-9 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

Method  of  Transport  of  Exports  during  the  Year  1899,  and 
comparison  of  Value  with  1898. 

Increase  or  Deci'ease  orer 
1898. 


Goods  exported  from  Belgium  hy 

Sea 

Land  and  rail. .  . .         .  • 

Biver  and  canal 


Value. 


+  6,004,000 
+  8,6(JO,000 
-        386,000 


Per  Cent. 


10 

16 

2 
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Table  showing  PercenU^  of  Values  carried  by  Sea,  Land,  and 
Eiver,  &c.,  in  the  Years  1899,  1898,  and  1889. 

Exports. 


Percentage. 


•  • 

•  s 

1S99. 

1           1898. 

1889. 

Talue  carried  bj — 

Sea 

Land  and  rail 
Birer  and  canal 

41-2 
46-3 
12-5 

41-6 
44-2 
14  2 

44 

45-7 

10-8 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  Belgian  commerce 
with  Europe  and  with  "  other  countries  "  : — 

Special  Commerce. 


PtTceiitage. 

Importii.                                   £xi)ort4 

1898. 

1899.        '         1S9S. 

1899. 

Europe 

Other  countries 

67   1         "         66-5         '         87  0 
32-9         1         33  o                  12  1 

87-9 
12  1 

Table  showing  the  Distribution  of  Belgian  Commerce  among 
different  Countries. 


Talue. 

Imports. 

Exportn. 

Europe — 

Central           

Northern        

Southern        

88,764,000 

20,340,000 

6,056,000 

£ 

41,844,000 

17,512,000 

6,800,000 

Total 

America 

Asia         

Africa      ..          ••          «• 

60,160,000 

21,668,000 

6,416,000 

2,164,000 

66,156,000 
6,052,000 
2,440.000 
1,644,000 

Grand  total    • . 

90,408,000 

75,292,000« 

•  Ihe  tact  that  the  total  Taluo  of  export8  ur  der  this  heading  is  smaller  than 
the  total  given  under  the  prcTious  heading,  "SptciMl  Con.merce,"  is  accounted  for 
by  the  estimated  value  of  cut  diamonds  vi:,6feO,0(  CY.)  exported,  but  of  which  tbo 
destination  is  not  known. 
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Table  showing  the  Trade  of  Belgium  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  compared  with  the  Trade  with  France,  Holland,  Germany, 
and  the  United  States. 

Imports  to  Belgium  in  1899. 


From— 

Value. 

Increase  or 
Decrease  as 
compared  with 
1898.  ^ 

France 

Holland          ..         ••         ., 

Germany        

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Francs. 
889,700,000 
169,000,000 
285,400.000 
280,100,000 

312,000,000 

Per  cent. 

+       25 

+         2 

+       16 

8 

+       10 

Special  Commerce. 
Exports  from  Belgium  in  1899. 


To— 


Value. 


I  Francs. 

FraHce 845,800,u00 

Holland          '  214,500,000 

Germany        •  486,500,000 

United  States 65,400,000 

United  Kingdom       . .          . .  |  360,700,000 


Increase 
compared 
with  1898. 


Per  cent. 

4 

6 

8 

27 

18 


The  lai-ge  increase  in  the  percentage  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  (27  per  cent.)  and  the  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  imports 
from  that  country  (8  per  cent.)  is  perhaps  due  to  the  one-sided 
nature  of  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  in  the  year  1898, 
as  in  that  year  the  United  States  exported  to  Belgium  goods  to 
the  value  of  12,124,000/.,  whilst  only  2,064,000Z.  woith  of  goods 
were  exported  from  Belgium  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  wonderful  development  of 
Belgian  commerce  since  Belgium  became  a  Kingdom  in  1830 : — 


General  Commerce. 

•  •                   a  . 

Value. 

1881. 

1898. 

Imports 
Exporto 

Francs. 

98,000,000 

104,000,000 

Francs. 
8,279,000,000 
8,019,000,000 

Total 

202,000,000 

6,298,000,000 
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Spbcial  Commerce. 


Talne. 

1881. 

1898. 

Impoits 

Francs. 
90,000,000 
96,000,000 

Francs. 
2,044,000,000 
1,787,000,000 

Total       .. 

186,000,000 

8,881,000,000 

Belgium  holds  the  seventh  place  among  the  countries  of  the 
world,  arranged  according  to  the  total  value  of  their  "special 
commerce,"  in  1898,  but  if  these  countries  are  arranged  according 
to  the  value  of  such  commerce  per  head  of  the  inhabitants,  Bel- 
gium occupies  the  first  place  in  the  world. 

Value  of  "  Special  Commerce  "  per  Head. 


Country. 

Value. 

Belgium 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

France          

United  States         

Austria-Hun^ary 

Italy 

Russia          

Francs. 

574 

480 

211 

207 

129 

92 

83 

40 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Belgium — 
special  commerce — m  1899  was,  as  stated  above,  312,000,000  fr. 
a2,480,000i). 
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the  following  table  gives  a  list  of  the  various  articles  imported 
into  Belgium  with  the  values  in  units  of  1,000  fr. : — 


Articles. 


Value  in 
1,000  Francs. 


lire-Btook— 

OsMd 

Hones  and  foals        

Anus       .,         ,,        •• 

Beer        • 

Wood,  other  than  oak  or  walnut 

„    cabmet  work,  other  than  oak  or  walnut 

Cftndles 

Oocott 

Coffee 

Ihdiarubber        

Coal         

Coke        ..         .. .. 

FreSerres.. 

Cords,  ropes,  &c.  

Bice         

Salt,  raw 

„    refined        

B^        

Dirngs 

Manure 

Groceries.. 

Thread- 
Cotton 

Woollen  

titiidn  or  othdr  yegetable  substance.  •         .  • 
Hair 

Prepared  for  retail  trade,  Other  than  silk  .  • 

liuit       

Ghrain 

Clothes 

Vegetable  oils     ..         •• 

Yeftst,  leaTcn 

Alcotholio  liquids  . .         . .         •  •         •  • 

Mpichines,  &c, — 

Tools 

ISUulway  and  tramway  carriages 

Other  maohines  and  mechanical  apparatus 

kw  animal  ntaterials-^ 


ber  than  .grease      •• 
Kaw  mineral»i— 

Ihambnds 

Other 

Baw  textile  materiaLs^ 

Hemp,  tow,  flax 

Cotton 

WooUen  

Silk 

Other 

If  eroexT  and  hardware . . 
Metala— 

Steel < 

Copper  and  nickel,  raw 

„  wrought., 

Pewter,  unwrought  •• 

Iron,  oiist 

,.    old. 


8,X09 

"^ 

1,489 

640 

2,784 

3,088 

4,^1 

8 

97 

10,089$ 

«,3» 
1,26b 

00,000 
4^9 

2,860 
6,088 
28,599 
611 
6,986 
1^4 

862 

4^1 

118 

270 

10^981 

M25 


Imports 
from  United 
Kingdom. 
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Artiolet. 


Yaliw  in 
1,000  YnaoB. 


Metals — oontinaed— - 

Iron,  zoUedy  drawiii  beftten 

,1    wrought.  •        ••        ••  ••        ••        •• 

Tin,  unwzonght  • 

€k>ld,  platdnnm,  jew^lery,  plaie     . .         • 

Leftd,  nnwTonght 

Zino 

VumituT6  t*         ••         ■•         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Ships  and  boaU 

Works  of  art 

Paper 

Skins — 

Eaw 

Turned,  or  otherwise  prepared        ..         

Worked  

Fish         

Potte]^  earthenware  and  china  ••         •• 

Chemioal  products        

^Tfpographieal  products  

Kesin,  bitumen • 

Soap         

Syrups  and  molasses  coming  from  sugar  manufactories  or 


Sugar,  law 

„     refined 

Tobacco , 

Dyes  and  colours,  indigo 

„  other  than  indigo  . . 

Tea  

Tiisues— 

Cotton 

Woollen 

linen,  hempan,  jute 

Silk 

Waxed  doth 

Straw  plaits,  Jbe ( 

Other 

y«ratable  and  Tegetable  substances- 
Seeds,  oleaginous 

„     other    •  •         •  •         •  •         •  ( 

Hops 

Pluits  and  flowevs 

Oiloake  


Wine 

OuBigw,  other  than  railwaj  or  tramway 
Yanona 


Total 


1,668 
208 

1,488 
106 
892 
148 
601 
380 
689 
666 

8,186 
6,704 

489 
6,876 

868 
6,688 

898 
82,462 


280 

875 
41 

226 
1,061 
4^888 

212 

14^0 
6,784 
681 
764 
887 
816 
848 

1,607 
297 
277 
180 
'  808 
1,818 
707 
600 


811,074 
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There  has  been  a  oonsiderahle  incDease  in  Khe  value  of  tbi 
following  articles  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Belgium 
in  1899:— 


ArticleB. 


Baw  textile  mftieriftls,  wool 

Coal         

Metals,  cast-iion 
Baw  textile  materialB,  cotton 
Cotton  tiBSues     . . 
Machines,  yarious 
Tanned  hides      •  • 

Grease 

Coke        


Increase  in 
Yalae. 


TVancs. 
•9,521,060 
8,724,000 
6,804,000 
2,088,000 
1,978,000 
1,950,000 
1,444,000 
1,130,000 
1,000,000 


And  a  considerable  falling  off  in- 


Articles. 


Decrease  in 
Value. 


Linen  or  other  Tegetable  thread 
Resin  and  bitumen 
Raw  mineral  materials,  Tarious 
Raw  textile  materials,  jute,  &c. 
Chemical  products 


Francs. 
2,813,000 
2,078,000 
1,412,000 
1,352,000 
1,254,000 


The  increase  in  the  amount  and  value  of  the  coal  imported 
from  Great  Britain  is  very  marked.  For  the  last  four  years  some- 
thing less  than  350,000  tons  has  been  on  an  average  imported,  and 
the  average  value  has  been  something  less  than  5,500,000  fr.  In 
1899, 777,068  tons  were  imported,  and  flie  value  was  14,376,000  fr. 


(657) 
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Exports  from  Belgium  to  the  United  Eongdom  duriDg  the  Year 

1899. 

Special  Commiboi. 


Exporteto 
UmtMl 


ArticlM. 


Starch 

LiTe-itook — 

Honet  and  foaLi        

Arms ,, 

Butter  and  maxgarine,  f^th  and  taltad         •  •         .  • 

Woods,  Tariont 

„     made  up 

Candles 

Coffee 

Indiarubber        ..         ..         .,         

Coal         

Presenres ., 

Bopes,  cords 

Frofisions — 

Chicory  , 

Potatoes  

Not  specified  . . 

Bjg* 

Rice      .,         ..         ..         

R«g»         

Drugs       ..  .,  ,,  

Manure    ..         ..         ..         ,.         ,, 

Threads- 
Cotton 

Woollen  i.         ■ 

llax 

Silk ; 

Grain ,         ,.         ], 

¥loiir        ,.         ..         ,,         ,,         

Wearing  apparel,  onderlinen,  &0.       ..         ,.         [\ 
Vegetable  oils,  palm  oil,  &o.     .  •         . .  . .         , . 

M  usical  instruments 

Alcohols,  brandies  and  Uqueun  

Fruit        

Machinery — 

Carnages,  rail  and  tram        ..         •«         ,« 

K  ngines  and  machinery  not  specified 
Animal  substances — 

G-rease  . .  . .         . .         

Other  than  grease [] 

Raw  minerals,  Tarious ]\ 

Raw  textile  materials — 

Hemp  .. 

Tow 

Wool 

FUx 

Silk ,*;     \\     \] 

Sot  specified ] ]         \] 

Merceiy  and  hardware ' . 

Metals— 

Steel,  cast,  in  bars,  sheet,  or  w'ue 

„     wrought  

Silver,  jewellery,  Ac [,         ][ 

(:»»pper  and  nickel,  rough,  hammered,  drawn  or  rolied 

I  •'  i^-ter,  nnwrought        . .  

Iron  — 

Wrought  cast  iron 


Talue  in 
1,000  Francs. 


8,115 

220 
1,143 

189 

619 
8,418 

119 

4 

5,105 

2,332 

494 
2,366 

711 
2,039 

912 

1,716 

97 

4,263 

4,119 

726 

112 

27,108 

82,719 

15 

178 

1,158 

4,878 

7,175 

71 

42 

5,536 

196 
8,177 

1,806 
8,450 
5,946 

96 
425 
138 
28,508 
181 
260 
5,138 

7,212 

7,068 

33 

004 

148 

72 
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ExFOKTS  from  Belgium  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Year 
1899— continued. 


Special  Commerce — continued. 


r 


Articles. 


Iron — continued — 

Hammered,  drawn  or  rolled 

Wrought  iron . . 
GK>ld  (inoludinf  platinum),  jewellery,  &c.     . . 
Lead,  unwrou^t 
Zinc  „ 

„    wrought 

Furniture..         ..         ..         

Watrhes  and  parte  of  watches. .         . .         •  • 

Work*  of  art,  &c.  

Paper       ..          ..         ••         ..         •• 
Hides- 
Raw      

Tanned,  or  otherwise  dressed 

Leather  work,  gloyes. . 

„  other  than  gloves     . . 

Stones,  polished  or  sculptured. . 

„      other  (not  including  slates)    . . 
Pottery,  earthenware  and  china 
Gunpowder 
Chemical  products,  not  specified 

„  used  m  rarious  industries 

„  „    typography 

Crops  and  fodder  .  • 

Resm  and  bitumen 

Soap         

Sugar,  raw 

„      refined 

Tobacco 

Dyes  and  colours 
Tissues — 

Cotton 

Wool,  doths,  kerseymere,  Ac. 

„    other  kinds 

Linen,  hemp,  jute • 

SUk 

Oilcloths  of  aU  kinds • 

Plaited  straw,  Ac 

Not  specially  classified  in  tariff 
Vegetables  and  yegetable  substances — 

Tan  bark         

Seeds    

Hops 

Wood  pastes   . .         . .         . .         •  •         •  • 

Plants  and  flowers     . .  . .         •  •  •  • 

Not  specified  . .         . .         . .         .  • 

Q-lassware  (not  including  broken  glass) 

Meat         

Wines      .. 

Carriages  (except  for  rail  or  tram) 

Varioud    .. 

Total 


(657) 


Value  in 
1,000  Franoi. 


9,106 

2,368 

26 

289 

18,801 

116 

2,196 

4 

978 


9,636 

3,686 

8,346 

36 

2,766 

4,418 

68 

187 

6,021 

401 

252 

356 

910 

46 

24,469 

9,451 

716 

8,284 

8,096 
1,017 
1,129 
7,290 

88 
3,411 

86 
660 

201 
763 
220 
206 

1,234 

314 

37,820 

9,312 

15 

310 

2,766 


360,707 
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there  hfts  been  a  considerable  iiicrea«e  in  the  value  of  the 
following  articles  exported  from  Belgium  to  the  United  Kingdom 
during  1899  :— 


Articles. 


Threads  of  flax  and  other  yegetable  sabaUuices 

Sugar,  raw  , .         

WooUen  thread 

Indiarubber        ..         ..         ..         ••         •• 

Metals,  wrought  iteel    . . 

Hidea,  raw  • .         

Olassware  ..  

Tissues,  flax,  hempen,  jute 

Hidee,  tanned  and  dressed       . .         .  •         .  • 
Metals,  iron,  hammered,  drawn,  or  rolled     . . 

„      unwrought  sine. . 
Vegetable  oil,  pum  oil,  &c. 


Increase  in 
•  Value. 


Francs. 
12,334,000 
7,960,000 
7,239,000 
8,959,000 
3,531,000 
2,817,000 
2,192,000 
1,806,000 
1.864,000 
1,240,000 
1,159,000 
1,090,000 


The  only  article  in  which  there  has  been  a  falliug-ofif  of  more 
than  1,000,000  fr.  in  value  is  potatoes :  decrease,  1,546,000  (r. 

As  in  the  previous  year  glassware  heads  the  list  of  exports 
from  Belgium  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  value,  the  total  con- 
siderably exceeding  l,500,000i  Thread  made  from  flax  and  other 
vegetable  materials  comes  next:  value,  1,308,760/.  Woollen 
thread,  flax,  and  raw  sugar  are  the  other  principal  exports. 


Agrionltmv.  The  latest  agricultural  census  shows  that  in   1895  land  in 

Belgium  was  divided  as  follows : — 


Area. 

Employed  for  agricultural  purposes 

Woods  and  forests 

UncultiTated          

Hectares. 

1,916,690 
521,495 
169,829 

Total        

2,607,514 

There  is  a  diminution  of  66,880  hectares  in  the  extent  of  land 
occupied  by  agricultural  crops  since  1880,  and  an  increase  of 
32,072  hectares  in  forest  land  during  the  same  period.  Agricul- 
tural crops  were  divided  as  follows  in  1880  and  1895  ; — 
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Area. 

1880. 

1895. 

Increase.         Decrease. 

Cereals 

Yegetabloe 

Plants  used  in  manu- 
facture 

Beetroot  for  the  manu- 
facture of  sugar 

Booto 

Potatoes 

Fodder,  including  grass 
fields  and  orchanls  . . 

Hectares. 

934,668 

88,093 

64,150 

32,627 

36,153 

199,357 

574,881 

Hectares. 

809,691 

26.325 

51,642 

54,099 

53,801 

184,691 

687,907 

Hectares. 

*  • 

21,472 
17,648 

68,026 

Hectares. 
124,972 
6,768 

12,608 

•  • 
14,666 

•  • 

There  has,  therefore,  been  a  considerable  falling-off  in  the 
cultivation  of  cereals,  and  also  a  decrease  in  the  cultivation  of 
plants  for  industrial  purposes  and  potatoes.  On  the  other  hand 
the  cultivation  of  beetroot  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  haa 
increased  by  no  leas  than  66  per  cent. 

Crops  grown  as  food  for  cattle,  &c.  (grass,  roots,  fodder)  have 
taken  up  80,674  hectares  more  since  1880,  and  now  cover  23  per 
cent,  of  Belgian  territory. 

In  1880  there  were  271,974  horses  in  Belgium,  and  in  1895,  Horses, 
271,527.  Cattle  during  the  same  period  have  increased  f rom  ^*^*^®>  *^ 
1,382,815  to  1,420,978,  the  increase  is  specially  in  young  cattle 
as  in  1880,  there  were  604,468  of  two  years  and  under,  and,  in 
1895,  552,337,  which  shows  that  more  stock  is  now  reared  than 
formerly.  The  number  of  sheep  has  fallen  from  365,400  in 
1880  to  235,722  in  1895.  In  the  latter  year  there  were 
1,163,133  pigs  in  Belgium. 

The  number  of  quarries,  which  was  1,729  in  1880,  is  only  1,521  Quarries, 
in   1898,  there  is  therefore  a  decrease  of  208,  but  the  value 
of  their  produce  has   increased  from  38,671,999  fr.  in   1880   to 
52,799,930  fr.  in  1898.     In  the  last-named  year  the  increase  was 
4,000,000  fr. 

In  1880  there  were  164  coal  mines  which  were  being  worked.  Coal  mines, 
and  in   1898   only  114,  but   notwithstanding   this   decrease  the 
annual  production  has  increased  from  16,886,698  tons  in  1880  to 
22,088,335   tons  in  1898,  and  the  value  from  169,680,000  fr.  in 
1880  to  242,893,000  fr.  in  1898. 

The  following  table  shows  the  movement  in  iron  and  steel  Iron  and  steel 
industries  since  1880 :—  industries. 


Number. 

Prodactfon. 

Value  n  1,000  Fntncs. 

1680. 

1898. 

1880. 

1898. 

1880. 

1898. 

BlutinK  furnaces 

Iron  factorlM    

SWel       „           1 

67 

411 

18 

882 
48 

Tons. 
608,084 
498,826 
234,824 

Tona. 

979,7i» 

917,814 

1,221.2M 

87,276 
83,980 

57,901 
65,983 
135,995 
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Since  1880  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  both  in  the  pro- 
duction and  value  of  the  produce  in  nearly  all  the  metal  mines  of 
Belgium  (iron,  lead,  plumbago,  calamine,  &c.).  The  only  exception 
is  manganese  of  which  the  production  has  increased  from  700  tons 
in  1880  to  16,440  tons  in  1898,  and  the  value  from  4.000  to 
211,500  fr. 
Labour.  From  the  latest  reports  issued  by  the   Government   on   the 

state  of  the  labour  market  in  Belgium,  it  appi^ars  that  work  in 
the  coal-mines  and  quarries  is  being  carried  on  with  all  possible 
vigour  and  that  there  is  a  demand  for  workmen  in  these  two 
industries. 

Metal  works  continue  to  prosper  with  the  exception  of  rolling 
mills,  some  of  which  close  one  day  in  the  week  owin-^  to  the 
weakness  of  the  market.  There  is  also  a  slight  fallint;-ofi'  in  the 
manufacture  of  enamelled  goods  and  the  ntechanical  nail  trade. 

Considerable  activity  exists  in  the  building  trade  and  the 
market  for  summer  clothing.  The  recent  electoral  campaign  does 
not  seem  to  have  brought  as  much  profit  to  the  printing  trade  as 
usual.  The  diamond  industry  at  Antwerp  has  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  crisis  through  which  it  has  recently  been  passing,  and  a 
large  body  of  lightermen  in  that  port  are  out  of  work.  The  cotton 
weaving  industry  has  been  much  disturbed  by  a  strike  in  East 
Flanders,  and  the  cotton  mills  have  suffered  in  consequence.  The 
flax  industry  has  been  less  affected  by  the  strike  and  is  in  a  normal 
condition.  The  various  wool  industries  are  suffering  from  the 
uncertain  prospects  of  the  price  of  wool,  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  there  is  a  want  of  agricultural  labourers. 


Navigation.  Table  showing  Number  of  Vessels  Entered  during  the  Year 

1899. 


1899. 

Increaae  aa  eompared  with  1898. 

Number  of 
Ve«el8. 

765 
7,907 

Tonnage. 

Crewi. 

Nomber  off 
VeMeli. 

Tonnage. 
Per  cent. 

Orewi. 

flaUing      

Steam        

852,464 
8,280  J62 

8,682,626 

7,105 
186,506 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Total 

8,672 

198,610 

4 

6 

4 

British  flac 

4,276 

4,044,960 

91,478 

... 

... 

... 

Cofltom  The  custom  dues  collected  amounted  to  1,963,889/.,  showing  an 

reoeipfcf .         increase  of  8  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1898. 
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ArfcioleB. 


Tobacco 

Cotton  tissues 

Wood  for  building  (other  than  oak  or 
walnut)    .. 

Coffee  

Woollen  tissues 


Per  Cent. 


10 
8-9 

8-9 
6-7 
5-6 


The  merchant  fleet  has  increased  from  66  vessels  in  1898  to 
73  vessels  in  1899,  and  the  tonnage  from  90,971  tons  to  108,537 
tons. 

As  regards  fishing  craft  there  is  a  considerable  decrease  both 
in  vessels  employed  in  cod  fishing  and  in  the  small  craft  engaged 
in  herring  fishing. 

In  1898  the  hemng  fisheries  produced  over  11,000Z.,  in  1899 
less  than  7fi00L  'J'here  was,  however,  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  produce  of  coast  fishing  which  amounted  to 
181,520^.,  as  compared  with  154,291/.  in  1898. 


Fisheriei, 
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Excise. 

•  • 

Hectolitres   .. 
fi            •  • 

>i            •  • 
»•            •• 

>i            •  • 

»i            •• 

»»            •  • 

II            •• 
*»           •  • 

EiJos. 
»»               •• 

»i               •• 
HectoUtres    .. 

Kilos. 
II                •  • 

II                •• 

»i                •  • 
II                •  • 

II                •• 
II                •• 

II                •  • 

Quantitj. 

Beer,  Tinenr,  acetic  acid — 
Importea 
Prodnoed  in  Belgiam  . . 

154.961 
14,289,529 

Total 
Exported 

Consumption 

BpiriU— 
Impoited 
Produced  in  Belgium   •  • 

Total 
Exported 

14,444,490 
18.018 

- 
14,426  472 

12,297 
678,456 

690,753 
108,868 

Coniumption 

581,885 

Baw  sugars 

Produced  in  Belgium    . . 
Exported  or  placed  in  bond 

244,721,765 
187,128,078 

Remainder . . 

57,593,682 

Foreign  wines — 
Imported 

281,575 

Tobacco- 
Imported 
Produced  in  Belgium   . . 

9,884,564 
6,992,950 

Total 

16,877,514 

Margarine — 
Imported 
Produced  in  Belgium   . . 

15,100 
10,742,588 

Total 
Exported 

10,767.688 
435,206 

Consumption 

10,322,482 

Change  in  In  the  autuiiin  session  of  1899  the  Belgian  Parliament  passed 

^stem  of  a^  Bjji  applying  the  system  of  proportional  representation  to  future 
«Sw"ito.^'^  elections,  both  for  the  Senate  and  the  Chamber.  By  the  previous 
tion.  system  the  party  obtaining  a  majority  at  an  election  returned  all 

the  representatives  of  the  district  in  which  the  election  was  held. 
A  general  election  took  place  under  the  new  system  at  the  end  of 
May,  1900,  resulting  in  the  return  to  the  Chamber  of — 


Chamber  of 
Kepresenta- 
tiyes. 


Catholics     •  •         • 
Liberals 
Socialists 
Christian  democrat 


Number. 


85 
83 
88 

1 
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In  the  last  Parliament  there  were  : — 

25 

Number. 

Catholics 

Socialists 

LiberaU 

112 
28 
12 

The  new  system,  therefore,  whilst  still  leaving  the  Catholics  a 
majority,  has  reduced  it  from  72  to  18,  and  has  enabled  the 
Liberals  to  gain  21  seats  and  the  Socialists  five. 

The  Senate  is  now  composed  of  58  Catholics  and  44  Liberals  Senate, 
and  Socialists.     In  the  last  Parliament  there  were  70  Catholic 
Senators  and  32  Liberals  and  Socialists. 

According  to  the  registers  there  are  at  present  in  Belgium 
901,944  electors  with  a  single  vote,  313,187  electors  with  two 
votes,  and  237,101  electors  with  three  votes,  that  is  to  say, 
1,452,232  electors  disposing  of  2,239,621  votes. 

Electors  are  compelled  by  law  to  record  their  votes. 

Almost  the  last  act  of  the  Belgian  Parliament  before  its  dis-  Old  age 
solution  early  in  May,  1900,  was  to  pass  an  Old  Age  Pension  Bill,  pensions, 
of  which  the  principal  provisions  were : — 

(1)  To  add  60  c.  to  every  franc  invested  either  through  provi- 
dent societies  or  directly  in  the  "  Caisse  de  Retraite  " ;  and 

(2)  To  provide  for  the  annual  payment  of  65  fr.  to  every 
Belgian  working  man  aged  65  and  in  want  from  January  1, 1900. 

The  Bill  contains  many  restrictions,  limiting  the  amount 
invested  to  which  the  60  c.  will  be  added  per  franc,  prescribing 
the  conditions  which  must  be  fulfilled,  and  defining  the  categories 
of  persons  entitled  to  profit  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

A  sum  of  12,000,000  fr.  (480,000/.)  will  be  voted  annually  to 
meet  the  anticipated  expenditure,  and  if  this  sum  prove  inadequate 
Parliament  will  be  asked  to  pass  a  supplementary  vote. 

On   December  31,  1899,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Population. 
Belgium  amounted  to  6,744,532,  of  whom  3,363,436  were  males, 
and  3,381,096  were  females. 
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The  population  was  distributed  as  follows  :- 


Antwerp 
Br»bant. . 
West  Flanders 
East  Flanders 
Hainault 
Li^ge 
Limbonrg 
Luxembourg 
Namur  .. 

Total 


Area. 


Sq.  miles. 
1,093 
1,268 
1^9 
1,158 
1,437 
1,117 
931 
1,706 
1.414 


11,373 


Population,  Beoember  81, 1899. 
Female.  Total. 


Male. 


414,002 
623,431 
403,287 
517,490 
673,245 
420,161 
128,850 
112,553 
175.417 


411,154 
657,478 
407,161 
517,541 
660,427 
428,280 
118.584 
108,667 
176,854 


826,156 

1,280.909 

810,448 

1,035,081 

1,188,672 

848,891 

242,484 

221,220 

352,271 


8,863,436    3,381,096    6,744,582 


The  population  on  December  31,  1898,  was  6,669,732.  The 
last  returns  therefore  show  an  increase  of  74,800,  of  whom  37,246 
are  males,  and  37,554  females. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  GhemJtfor  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hallett. 

(BeoeWed  at  Foreign  Office,  NoTember  23,  1900.) 

The  shipping  returns  for  the  port  of  Ghent  during  the  year  Shipping. 
1899  show  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1898.  The  Dotal  of 
arrivals  during  1899  is  registered  at  952  vessels,  of  aggregate 
tonnage  617,276  tons,  while  that  for  1898,  as  shown  in  the  last 
annual  report,  was  1,001  vessels,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  633,734 
tons. 

This  decrease  of  49  vessels  turns,  without  doubt,  on  wood 
imports,  which  in  1898  furnished  cargoes  for  240  vessels,  of  total 
150,162  tons,  and  declined  in  1899  to  178  vessels,  of  aggregate 
tonnage  119,651  tons.  The  year  1898  was  particularly  good 
for  imports  of  this  article  and  went  far  ahead  of  preceding 
years.  The  Belgian  Government  had  greatly  contributed  to 
this,  in  ordering  many  cargoes  of  wooden  railway  sleepers  to 
Ghent,  destined  for  the  new  creosote  work-yards  at  Meulestede  on 
the  dock  side. 

With  this  exception  the  shipping  movement  has  not  fallen-oflf.  Canal,  look* 
though  crippled  by  the  insufficient  depth  of  the  Temeuzen-Ghent  *^*^  bridges. 
Canal  £ind  breadth  of  the  locks  and  bridges,  the  remedy  for 
which,  although  secured  by  convention  with  Holland,  is  long 
in  being  executed.  When  this  is  completed  shipping  to  Ghent 
will  greatly  increase,  as  an  obstacle  thereto  will  be  removed. 
Ordinary  vessels  will  come  up  at  all  times,  even  at  low  water,  and 
ships  of  great  draught  will  sluice  easily  through  Terneuzen  locks 
at  high  water  without  the  delay  and  expense  of  lightening. 
Charters  will  be  thereby  facilitated,  and  trade  encouraged. 

A  new  conmierce  took  root  here  during  the  latter  part  of  1899,  Cargoes  of 
that  of  refined  petroleum  from  America,  of  which  four  cargoes  "^^1^^^^ 
arrived,  of   total  tonnage  4,574  tons,  and  were  discharged  with 
great  despatch  direct  into  the  stores  prepared  for  it  on  the  quay 
side. 
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SWppinc.  Ketuhn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ghent  during  the 

Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
y«MaU. 

Tona. 

Veaaela.          T®*"' 

Nnmberof  1 
Veeiela.    | 

Tons. 

Britigh      

64 

16,672 

676             879,410 

680 

896,082 

Danish      

6 

987 

94               87,287 

100        1 

88,224 

<^erman     

... 

76              68,602 

76 

68,602 

Morweifian 

80 

9.706 

44               81,881 

74 

41,586 

BDMian     

a 

1.328 

10                9,319 

12 

10,647 

Dutch        

1 

194 

16                 9.816 

17 

10,009 

Swedish     

1 

867 

16                 7,848 

17 

8,200 

Belgian     .^       ... 

... 

16                 4,404 

15 

4,404 

French      

6 

1.608 

4                 2,216 

10        1 

3,724 

Anatro-Hongarian 

... 

... 

1                 1,216 

1 

1,216 

Ifeallan       

1 

632 

... 

1 

682 

Total 

101 

30,888 

861             586,898 

952 

617,276 

ABftlyeia  of 
•kipping  to 
Ohent. 


Analysis  of 
shipping  from 
Ghent. 


Inland  navi- 
gation. 


Imports  and 
exports. 


In  this  total  of  952  vessels  there  were  from  Great  Britain,  568 
Russia,  159;   Norway  and    Sweden,    112;   North  America,  19 
South   America,    11 ;    Germany,   17 ;    Spain,    10 ;    Portugal,   9 
Belgium,  22  ;   Holland,  12  ;   France,  11 ;    and  Africa,  2.     Their 
cargoes  are  entered  as :  Mixed  general  goods,  547  vessels ;  wood, 
stanchions,  railway    sleepers,  &c.,   178 ;    flax,    23 ;   ballast,   46 ; 
pyrites,  19 ;  coal,  35  ;  phosphate,  9  ;  nitrate,  12 ;  wood  and  flax,  12 ; 
tow,  5 ;   cotton,  4 ;  petroleum,  4,  china  clay,  26 ;   flax  and  oil- 
cake, 2 ;  flax  and  flax-seed,  3  ;   flax-seed,  1 ;   pig-iron,  4 ;  wood- 
pulp,  5 ;  guano,  2 ;   sulphate,  6 ;   wine,  3 ;   ice,  1 ;   herrings,  2 
barley,  2  ;  and  creosote,  1. 

The  destinations  of  vessels  which  sailed  from  Ghent  during 
the    past    year    are    recorded    thus :    To    Great    Britain,    782 ; 
Belgium,   76 ;  Germany,   19  ;   Norway  and   Sweden,   27 ;  North 
America,   8 ;    Holland,   8 ;    Russia,   7 ;    France,   10 ;    Spain,  2 
Italy,  1 ;  and  Denmark,   4.     Their   cargoes  are  registered  as 
Mixed  general  goods,  488  vessels ;  ballast,  325  ;  phosphate,  53 
fruit,   14 ;    beet-sugar,   12 ;     scoria,   6 ;    potatoes,   12 ;   coal,   9 
cement,  11;  macadam,  4;  flax,  2;  iron   ore,  3;  and   1   each  of 
pyrites,  tow,  wood,  chicory  and  sand. 

While  reporting  on  the  deep-sea  craft  arriving  at  the  port  to 
discharge  and  take  in  cargoes,  allusion  may  be  made  to  the  facility 
for  inland  transport  supplied  by  the  network  of  rivers  and  canals 
traversing  the  industrial  districts  of  the  two  Flanders  and  the 
Hainaut  provinces  connecting  them  with  Ghent  town  and  port. 
In  1899  a  total  of  16,552  river  and  canal  craft,  with  a  tonnage  of 
2,366,341  tons,  arrived  at  Ghent,  including  4,355,  of  604,624 
tons,  which  entered  the  docks  in  direct  relation  to  the  general 
shipping. 

The  statistics  of  merchandise  imported  and  exported  at  the 
docks  during  the  past  year  show  that  while  the  total  of  exports 
has  increased,  as  compared  with  1898,  that  of  imports  has  de- 
clined, owing  to  the  falling-ofF  of  wooden  sleepers,  &c.,  denomi- 
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nafced  coUectively  in  the  list,  with  wood  of  all  kinds,  as  "  timber." 
The  totals  are,  for  imports,  639,354  tons;  and  for  exports. 
380,382  tons ;  which,  in  1898,  were,  for  impoHs,  666,676  tons ;  and 
exports,  373,697  tons. 

Table  showing  the  Principal  Imports  at  the  Docks  for  the  Year 
1899  compared  with  1898. 


Articles. 


Timber 

Coals 

Flax       

Chemicals 

Fyrifees 

Cotton    •  •         •  •         •  • 

Jute       

Machinery 
Wool  .• 
Pig-iron.. 
British  spun  yams,  of  cotton,! 

flax,  jnte,  tow  and  wool      .  •  | 

Rocksalt  ! 

Iron  and  steel  bars  and  wire  .  • ' 
Linseed  .  •  .  •         . .         • . 

Grain 

Q-uano  .. 
China  clay 

Oilcake 

Petroleum 
Refined  salt 

Hides 

Hemp 

Paper  waste 

Manufactured   piece-goods   of 

cotton,  flax,  wool,  £o. 
¥ire-proof    bricks,    earth    and 

crucibles  . .  •  • 
Cotton  waste  • .  .  • 
Oranges  and  lemons     .  • 

Cane  sug^        ;       >,     •« 

Tow        „     .. 

Horses    .  •         . .         •  •         . .    Number 


Quantify. 


1898. 


214,096 

295,403 

176,721 

137,247 

33,402 

35,719 

44,389 

33,508 

27,633 

17,530 

14,805 

14.049 

8,911 

13,414 

13.901 

12.936 

8,080 

8,785 

8,991 

8,521 

5,185 

8,18'^ 

8,382 

7.151 

7,635 

7,088 

6,276 

6  763 

3.200 

6,413 

1,698 

5,872 

5,817 

4,669 

7,552 

4,010 

8,359 

8,595 

4,318 

2,502 

1,615 

2.210 

1,330 

2,351 

1,673 

1,999 

1,994 

1,993 

662 

1,683 

1,202 

1,263 

1,528 

1,185 

974 

1,112 

4.209 

897 

6,174 

6,216 

Coal  is  always  an  important  item  in  the  list  of  imports.  It  Coal  imports, 
comes,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  regular  lines  of  steamers  from 
Goole,  Hull,  and  Leith,  and  from  Newcastle-on-Tyne  as  occasion 
may  offer.  The  freight  being  low,  the  total  cost  delivered  at 
Ghent  is  such  as  to  enable  it  to  compete  under  very  favourable 
conditions  with  that  from  Germany  and  the  Belgian  coal 
districts. 

Chemicals  for  1899  show  an  increase  of  10,791  tons.     Tu  the  Chemical 
total  are  included   18,383  tons  of  nitrate  from  Chile,  and  18,095  i^poj^s. 
tons  of  ground   phosphate   rock   from   Florida.      Trade  in  these 
fertilisers   has  been   brisk,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  this 
(696)  A  3 
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Yam  imports. 


Baw  jut* 
imports. 


Grain 
imports. 


Oilcake 
imports.' 


Live  horses. 


6  GHENT. 

activity  beiiifi;  maintained,  which  is  very  desirable  in  tlie  interests 
of  British  shipping.  Nitrate  has  furnished  cargoes  for  Ghent 
for  many  years,  but  direct  imports  of  phosphate  rock  date 
only  from  1896.  The  warehouses  along  the  water-side,  iu  con- 
nection with  the  rail  and  canal  services  to  the  interior  have 
encouraged  the  making  of  depots  here  for  these  articles. 

There  was  a  manifest  falling-off  in  imports  from  the  British 
Isles  of  yams,  chiefly  of  cotton  and  jute.  During  1898  cotton  yams 
attained  to  3,423  tons,  and  jute  yams  to  2,747  tons,  as  compared 
with  2,063  and  1,356  tons  respectively  for  1899.  The  decrease  in 
cotton  yarn  imports  may  be  explained,  in  a  certain  measure,  by 
the  fact  that  several  mills  have  been  erected  here  to  spin  those 
numbers  in  yams  wliich  it  has  been  usual  to  import,  and  which 
have  had  to  bear  import  duty.  •  But,  besides  this,  the  trade  in  these 
particular  branches  was  in  general  dull  throughout  the  year,  and 
importation  was  affected  thereby. 

Raw  jute  imports  also  only  appear  for  8,911  tons  in  1899, 
against  13,414  tons  in  1898.  High  prices  of  the  jute  am 
assigned  as  the  chief  cause;  and  one  local  jute  spinning  mill, 
the  largest  iu  Belgium,  worked  with  but  half  the  nuinl>er  of  its 
spindles  through  t-he  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  3,000  tons  odd  of  grain  less  in  1899  than  in  1898  turns 
upon  oats  from  the  Baltic,  the  imports  of  which  have  fallen-off 
yearly,  from  23,000  tons  in  1894  to  291  tons  in  1899.  The  duty 
of  3  fr.  per  100  kilos,  levied  on  oats  by  the  Belgian  Government 
in  July,  1895,  for  the  protection  of  Belgian  farmers  seems  to 
have  had  the  desired  effect  so  far  as  importations  at  Ghent  are 
concerned. 

In  the  report  from  this  Vice-Consulate  on  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  year  1898,  allusion  was  made  to  the  greater  enter- 
prise in  the  Russian  seed-pressing  industry  and  the  increased 
exportation  of  oilcake  to  Ghent  resulting  therefrom.  This  activity 
has  been  maintained,  and  imports  here  (direct,  and  via  London  and 
Hull)  have  still  further  increased. 

The  5,174  horses  imported  during  the  past  year  are  classed  as 
follows : — 


Sound  animals  of  good  yalue 
Old  animals  of  small  value 
Worn-out  animals  for  slaughter  « 


Number. 


1,079 

821 

3,274 


With  the  exception  of  290  ponies  from  Lil*au  and  11  horses 
from  Goole,  all  came  from  London  and  Hull.  By  far  the  gieater 
number  come  from  London  by  the  regular  line  of  steamers, 
and  the  humane  arrangements  on  board  for  safe  and  easy  trans- 
port are  excellent.  The  careful  Government  inspection  of  these 
animals  on  arrival  discovered  no  tiuce  of  glanders  among  them. 
The  old  animals  of  small  value  are  always  subjected,  however,  to 
the  inoculation  test,  and  out  of  the  821  so  tested  48  presented 
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symptoms  causing  them  to  be  slaughtered  by  order,  as  tainted 
internally  with  that  disease.  And  of  the  3,274  worn  out  horses 
for  slaughter  37  were  refused  for  the  same  reason  as  being  unfit 
for  food,  and  two  were  condemned  for  incipient  tuberculosis. 

Table  showing  the  Principal  Exports  at  the  Docks  for  the  Year 
1899  compared  with  1898. 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


1899. 


1898. 


Scoria 
Phosphates 
Macadam 
Cement   . . 

Coals 

Saw  flax  and  tow 

Flax  waste 

Manufactared  .rams  of  hemp,  cotton,  wool, 

jute,  flax,  and  tow     . . 
Manufactured  piece-goods  of   cotton,  wool, 

flax,  jute,  &c... 
Bags  and  paperstock 
Iron  girders 

„     nails 
Colza  oil . . 
Window  glass    . . 
Barjtes  .. 

Sand  

Paper  and  strawboards. . 

Lucifer  matches 

SiQphate  of  soda 

Marble  and  polished  stones     . . 

White  lead         

Beet  sugar 

Potatoes  . . 

Onions    .. 

Apples     . .  . .  V 

Small  tresh  fruit 


Chicory  root 
Live  plants 


Tons. 
87,691 
36,066 
37,813 
26,067 
12,415 
12,267 
5,262 

11,808 

3,456 

10,609 

5,873 

3,518 

5,444 

5,710 

4,518 

2,024 

1,825 

1,588 

1,699 

989 

873 

40,678 

23,927 

4,713 

8,374 

4,049 

2,572 

1,887 

833 


Tons. 
73,229 
35,940 
31,464 
21,076 
17,190 
13,482 
6,155 

7,397 

2,993 
10,402 
6,818 
2,438 
5,806 
5,641 
3,078 
2,300 
2,063 
1,742 
1,446 
1,276 
1,050 
40,218 
35,890 
5,610 
4,155 
3,642 
2,461 
1,651 
764 


In  looking  through  this  comparative  list,  it  will  be  observed  Exports, 
how  uniform  has  been  the  export  trade  in  many  of  the  articles  for 
the  last  two  years.     The  figures  are  so  near  as  to  need  no  further 
comment,  and  only  in  the  few  instances,  where  the  differences  are 
considerable,  will  any  remarks  be  offered.   • 

But  what  merits  a  passing  notice  is,  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  scoria  for  the  Ehine  provinces,  the  bulk  of  these  exports  went 
to  the  British  Isles,  including  a  small  proportion  in  transit  for 
other  countries. 

The  scoria  for  the  manufacture  of  steel  is  carried  from  here  by  Scoria 
the  Ehine  boats  (which  vessels  are  not  included  in   any  analysis  ^^P^*'*** 
of    shipping    within    the    present    report).       The    increase    of 
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14,462  tons  was  fully  expected,  as  business  has  been  very  brisk 
during   the   last  two  years.      The   total  exported  in    1897  only 
reached  to  35,715  tons. 
Macadam  Macadam,   wliich   is  carried  at  very   low  freights,   varies  in 

expo.ta.  quantity  exported,  according  as  there  may  be  spare  room  in  vessels 

to  receive  it.     Under  these  circumstances  the  diiference  of  r>,849 
tons  more  in  1899  than  in  1898  assumes  no  special  impoi-tauce, 
and  the  total  of  neither  year  equals  that  of   1807,  which    was 
43,433  tons. 
Cement  One  of  the  most  prosperous  of  Ghent  industries  is  the  manii- 

exports.  facture  of  cement,  cenjent  stones,  and  similar  objects,  and  the 

export  trade  to  the  British  Isles  has  of  late  years  taken 
considerable  extension.  Total  exports,  which  for  1897  were  regis- 
tered at  14,040  tons,  increased  in  1898  to  21,076  tons,  and  in  1899 
to  26,067  tons.  Although  in  these  totals  are  included  the  con- 
signments from  the  interior  of  the  country,  notably  from  Tournai, 
the  bulk  is  made  up  of  shipments  from  Ghent  works.  Great  effort 
is  made  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  the  article  for  quality ; 
and  the  price  at  which  it  can  be  offered  by  reason  of  cheap  labour, 
secures  a  ready  market  in  the  British  Isles  and  in  the  colonies. 
Coal  exports.  |  There  was  a  considerable  falling-off  of  coal  exports,  the  quantity 
for  1898  having  been  17,190  tons,  while  that  for  189^>  is  registered 
at  12,415  tons.  This  is  coal  for  bunker  purposes,  for  steamers 
coaling  at  the  port ;  the  unusually  large  quantity  exported  in  1898 
was  the  result  of  strikes  in  some  of  the  British  mines. 
Piece-goods  Exports  of  yarns  of  hemp,  cotton,  jute,  flax,  tow,  and  wool,  as 

and  yarn         also  of  piece-goods  of  cotton,  flax,  jute,  wool,  &c.,  were  greater  in 
exports.  jggg  ^^^-^^  they  have  ever  yet  been ;  the  totals  for  these  manu- 

factures having  attained  to  11,808  tons  for  yarns,  and  3,455  tons 
for  piece-goods.  The  increase  is  pointed  out,  but  no  suggestion  is 
ventured  on  as  to  the  cause.  The  general  activity,  how^ever,  in  the 
cotton,  flax,  tow,  and  hemp  spinning  and  weaving  industries  at 
Ghent  is  certainly  great,  and  the  export  trade  is  the  subject  which 
never  tires  in  all  commercial  circles.  -* 

Eaw  flax  and  The  decline  in  raw  flax  and  tow  shipments,  from  15,322  tons 
tow  exports.  ^^  ^gg^^  ^^^  i3  4g2  tons  in  1898,  to  12,267  tons  in  1899,  is 
thought,  by  a  large  exporter  here,  to  be  due  in  a  certain  measure  to 
Spanish-Cuban  troubles.  He  says  :  "  Spain  and  her  colonies  are 
large  consumers  of  linen,  but  during  their  troubles  the  Cubans 
bought  very  little,  and  British  manufacturer  tried  them  with 
cheaper  goods  made  from  Eussian  flax,  instead  of  the  customary 
Continental  supplies.  Besides  which  prices  for  yarns  have  been 
low,  and  spinners  have  only  bought  flax  for  their  immediate 
requirementa"  •  i 

The  Belgian  flax  crop  for  1899  was  very  fine  in  quality  but  ' 

small  in  quantity,  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  an  average  yield. 
Only  a  small  portion  of  it  was  ready  for  shipment  last  year ; 
the  bulk  has  been  shipped  this.  Last  year's  shipments  were 
mostly  from  the  crop  of  1898.  Values  since  November,  1899, 
have  advanced  about  60  per  cent,  for  low  grades,  and  35  per 
cent,  lor  good. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQI^ 

I 


GHENT.  9 

The  season  for  fruit  exports  to  the  British  Isles  is  a  busy  FthI^  exporu. 
time  for  Ghent,  varying  of  course  with  the  quantity  and 
quaUty  of  the  crops;  and  although  shipments  of  small  fruit 
for  1899  were  but  little  more  than  in  1898,  apple  shipments 
went  far  ahead,  attaining  a  total  of  8,374  tons.  The  Belgian  crop 
was  not  large,  but  that  of  the  north  of  France  was  particularly 
good,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  the  bulk  of  the  apples 
shipped  were  French  apples  in  casks,  which  cauie  down  by  rail 
alongside  of  the  export  steamers,  and,  in  many  instances,  went 
direct  on  board. 

The  Belgian  potato  crop  of  1899  was  as  good  in  all  respects  Potato 
as  that  of  1898,  and  prices  for  both  years  were  equally  low.  That  ©^poi^t*- 
exports  for  1898  show  up  in  the  list  in  larger  quantity  than  for 
1899,  is  owing  to  the  fact  of  heavier  shipments  having  been  made 
before  the  turn  of  the  year  in  the  one  case,  and  after  the  turn  in 
the  other.  Prices  have  been,  for  best  potatoes,  2s.  5d.  and  2s.  6d. 
a  bag  of  50  kilos.,  free  on  board,  at  Ghent ;  and  for  the  dark- 
skinned  Luxemburg  potatoes,  2s.  3d,  a  bag.  Shipments  to  the 
British  Isles  have  been  uninterrupted  until  now,  and  have  been 
able,  by  reason  of  low  freights,  to  compete  in  the  home  markets. 

The  Provincial  Exhibition  was  held  here  from  June  1  to  Provincial 
October  1  of  the  past  year,  and  proved  a  success.  It  enclosed  a  Exhibition, 
space  of  20  hectares  (about  50  acres),  the  buildings  covered 
15,000  square  metres,  and  the  exhibitors  numbered  over  2,000. 
Everything  that  the  East  Flanders  province  produces  was  advan- 
tageously displayed ;  the  flax  and  cotton  manufactures,  also  the 
machinery  section,  being  very  prominent.  A  small  cotton  mill  in 
action,  belonging  to  the  Ghent  School  of  Industry,  and  an  imposing 
structure  erected  by  the  leading  flax  and  linen  factories  of  the 
province,  were  among  the  chief  attractions ;  followed  closely  by  a 
show  of  the  articles  regularly  exported  to  the  Congo  State,  or 
obtained  of  raw  materials  imported  therefrom.  The  undertaking 
was  supported  by  subsidies  from  the  Government,  the  Province 
and  Ghent  municipality,  to  the  extent  of  40,000  fr.,  20,000  fr.,  and 
40,000  fr.  respectively. 

In  closing  the  present  report  I  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  British  trad© 
the  quantity  of  printed  matter  which  reaches  this  Vice-Consulate  circulars,  &c. 
from  British  manufacturers,  announcing  their  goods,  and  illus- 
trating their  advantages,  which  advertisements  are  placed  here  at 
the  disposal  of  the  public.  These  lists,  circulars,  bpoks  of 
reference,  &c.,  which  used  to  be  only  in  the  English  language, 
have  lately  had,  in  some  instances,  the  French  translation  added  to 
them.  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  should  be  more  general  if 
any  good  results  may  be  expected.  But  better  far  would  it  be  in 
every  way,  if  British  firms  having  specialities  to  offer,  would  more 
often  send  suitable  travellers  to  call  upon  Ghent  commercial  and 
industrial  houses  in  the  interests  of  the  trade ;  for,  that  British 
manufactures  are  recognised  as  the  best,  though  not  always  the 
cheapest,  is  shown  in  some  branches  at  least,  by  the  employment 
of  English  words  on  articles  of  foreign  make  with  which  one  comes 
in  contact. 
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Population  Nothing  calls  for  special  remark  in  .the  state  of  the  public 

and  public      health,  which  was  fairly  good  during  the  year.     The  population 
haaith.  q{  Ghent  town  on  January  1,  1900,  was  163,030  inhabitants;  it 

may  be  estimated  at  200,000,  including  the  suburbs. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Brunei  and  Sarawak  for  the  Year  1 899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Keysbb. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  July  10, 1900.) 

Bbunei. 

There  is  nothing  to  add  to  the  report  on  Brunei  which  was  Q-enenl 
written  last  year.  In  fact  any  supplementary  comments  could  ©onditton. 
hut  record  a  less  satisfactory  condition  of  aiFairs  than  that 
reported  as  existing  in  the  year  1898.  Such  trade  as  there  was 
has  fallen-off,  and  the  steamer  which  called  monthly  from 
Singapore  has  now  ceased  its  visits.  A  small  local  steamer  now 
goes  to  Brunei  at  rare  intervals,  but  this  the  proprietors  intend 
to  discontinue.  The  debts  and  difficulties  of  the  Sultan  and  his 
chiefs  have  so  increased  with  time  that  this  state  of  affairs 
naturally  reacts  upon  the  people. 

With  the  exception  of  catching  fish  no  one  does  any  work,  and 
all  live  in  poverty  and  constant  want  of  food.  Hundreds  of 
families  have  left  and  continue  to  leave  to  escape  the  seizure 
of  their  women  and  children  by  impecunioiis  headmen,  who  wish 
to  relieve  their  own  necessities  by  selling  them  as  slaves.  Others 
are  driven  from  the  country  by  the  infliction  of  fines  and  the 
exorbitant  demands  of  those  Chinese  and  native  money-lenders, 
to  whom  the  collection  of  taxes  and  all  saleable  rights  have 
been  long  since  transferred  for  cash.  Those  traders  have  full 
power  to  oppress  the  people  and  they  do  so  remorselessly.  In  a 
short  space  of  time,  if  the  present  Grovernment  continues,  Brunei 
will  be  empty  of  inhabitants,  excepting,  of  course,  those  semi- 
independent  tribes  in  distant  districts. 

Yet  the  country  is  fertile  and  rich,  and  its  possibilities  for 
agricultm^e  and  the  working  of  minerals  are  full  of  promise. 

It  is  hoped  that  before  long  the  future  of  Brunei  may  be  able 
to  bear  comparison  with  the  lost  glories  of  its  past. 
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Sarawak  comprises  a  territory  of  about  50,000  square  miles 
with  a  population  estimated  at  500,000  souls.  It  is  situated  on 
the  north-west  coast  of  the  Island  of  Borneo.  The  rivers  are 
numerous  and  navigable.  The  coast  line  extends  over  400  miles. 
Kuching,  the  capital,  is  situated  23  miles  inland  up  the  Sarawak 
river.     The  distance  from  Singapore  is  440  miles. 

Sarawak  is  orovemed  by  the  Rajah  of  Sarawak,  Sir  Charles 
Brooke,  G.C.M.G.  He  is  assisted  by  a  council  of  six  com- 
posed of  the  two  chief  European  officials  and  four  Malays  nomi- 
nated from  those  of  rank  and  position.  Besides  this  supreme 
council,  there  is  a  general  council  of  about  50  members,  in  which 
the  principal  Europeans  and  representative  natives  of  the  various 
districts  have  seats.  The  general  council  meets  once  in  every 
three  years  or  oftener  if  required. 

The  law  administered  is  based  on  the  English  code  and 
embodies  regulations  for  native  and  Mahomedan  customs.  There 
is  an  efhcient  police  force.  Considering  the  numerous  races 
governed,  and  the  comparatively  speaking  few  Europeans  engaged 
in  the  task,  all  serious  crime  is  remarkably  infrequent. 

The  country  shows  slow  but  steady  pix)gi*ess.  In  1898  there 
was  an  increase  of  revenue  of  72,399  dol.  over  that  of  the 
previous  year.  In  1899,  the  year  under  review,  there  is  a  further 
increase  of  213,249  dol. 

The  financial  officer,  Mr.  H.  C.  Brooke  Johnson,  has  compiled 
an  interesting  report  published  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Sarawak 
"  Gazette"  (May  1),  from  which  figures  can  be  given. 

The  "Gazette"  also  has  an  article  commenting  on  this  and 
other  departmental  reports.  The  following  passages  from  it  may 
here  be  quoted : — 

"  The  most  important  change  is  the  publication  for  the  first 
time  of  a  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities,  so  that  the  real 
financial  condition  of  the  country  can  be  judged  by  the  public 
and  by  those  more  nearly  interested  in  the  stability  of  the 
State. 

"The  trade  returns  for  the  year  ....  indicate  in  a  very 
remarkable  manner  the  continued  and  steady  increase  in  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  State. 

"The  ratio  of  revenue  to  expenditure  compares  favourably 
with  that  of  other  countries,  whose  financial  resources  are  far 
greater  than  those  of  this  State." 

The  revenue  for  1899  in  round  figures  was  851,438  doL,  and 
the  expenditure  843,230  dol.  Thus  the  revenue  increased 
213,249  dol.,  while  the  expenditure  increased  299,723  doL 

The  financial  officer  explains,  however,  that  these  large  in- 
creases are  partly  accounted  for  by  reimbursements  appearing  in 
the  returns  for  the  first  time.  Taking  this  and  other  adjust- 
ments, the  actual  revenue  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  over 
171,000  dol. 

Trade  generally  has  prospered  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact 
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that  the  total  export  duties  show  an  increase  of  5,564  dol.  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  export    duties    on  gutta-percha   and  indiarubber  have 
increased  by  33,855  doL 

The  duty  on  the  export  of  jungle  produce  is  10  per  cent,  od 
"ocUorem.     On  cultivated  produce  2  J  per  cent. 

To  continue  to  quote  Mr.  Brooke  Johnson's  report,  the  follow-  Experts 
ing  table  shows  the  amount  of  those  principal  jungle  produ.  ts 
exported  during  the  years  1898-99  : — 


I 

Articles.  i 


QaanUiy. 


1899.  1898. 


Piculs.  Pica  18. 

Beeswax 428  891 

Gatt»percba 
Indiarubber 
Kaitana 


10,217  8,849 

4,981  8,865 


27,784  36,587 

NoTB.— 1  picol  »  188i  Iba. 

These  increases  are  satisfactory  as  showing  that  the  country  is 
being  gradually  opened  up,  though  the  falling-off  in  rattans 
is  a  sign  that  workers  will  have  to  go  further  afield  to  collect 
them. 

The  sago  flour  exported  amounted  to  244,526  piculs  (14,555  Sago  flour, 
tons),  against  257,764  piculs  in  1898. 

Pepper  has  been  largely  cultivated,  owing  to  the  unusually  Peppar. 
high  price  that  it  has  now  for  some  time  obtained.  New  gardens 
have  been  opened  by  Chinese  in  all  directions,  most  noticeably 
in  the  Upper  Sarawak  district.  Thus  23,400  piculs  (1,893  tons) 
were  exported  during  the  year,  an  increase  over  the  last  year  of 
3,912  piculs. 

The  price  of  gambier  has  been  low,  and  the  export  under  this  Oambier. 
heading  shows  a  falling-oflf.     At  the  time  of  writing  the  price  has 
again  risen. 

The  chief  item  of  revenue  is  the  monopolies.     This  means  the  MonopoUet. 
opium,  spirit,  pawn-broking,  and  gambling  monopolies.     These 
rights  were  relet  in  1898  for  a  considerable  increase. 

Revenue  is  also  obtained  from  the  royalties   on  gold  andRoyaltiM. 
antimony,  also  timber.    The  tax  on  timber  was  newly  imposed 
during  the  year  to  protect  the  forests.     Such  royalty  is  10  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  and  only  in  force  in  the  first  division,  and  wood 
for  private  use  is  exempt. 

One  tax  which  yielded  a  return  of  some  thousands  of  dollars  a 
year  has  been  recently  abolished.  This  is  the  tax  formerly  levied 
on  the  fish  and  meat  markets  in  Euching.  This  affords  consider- 
able relief  to  the  poorer  classes,  to  whom  it  means  a  great  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  food. 

Amongst  the  chief  assets  of  the  country  are  the  Government 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


SAIIAWAK. 


Importfi, 


Pnblio  wo^'ks. 


HilitaiT. 


Steamers. 


Medical 
Department. 

Miueum. 


Government 
coffee 

Bhipping. 


coal  mines  at  S^adonj;  and  Rrorjketon.  The  latter  district  is  leased 
from  the  SulUin  of  Brunei. 

The  customs  duties  on  th(»  import  and  export  of  all  articles 
were  o;iven  in  details  in  last  year's  report. 

Imports  are  chiefly  rice,  kerosene  and  other  oils,  spirits, 
tobacco,  clothing,  and  all  articles  of  luxury.  The  Chinese  in  the 
interior  do  a  large  trade  in  the  importation  of  brass  ware,  gongs, 
jars,  and  cheap  cotton  goods. 

Tue  report  of  Afr.  A.  K.  Leys,  llegistrar  of  Trade,  gives  full 
information  as  to  imports  and  exports.  It  is  there  pointed  out 
that  the  increase  in  the  foreign  trade  during  the  year  under  review 
is  23^  per  cent.  The  expression  foreign  trade  is  used  as  distinct 
from  the  ordinary  coasting  trade  of  Sarawak  ports. 

The  value  of  the  total  foreign  imports  is  given  as  3,281,609  dol., 
'and  the  value  of  the  foreign  exports  is  given  as  4,467,006  dol. 

I  attach  the  detailed  lists  of  imports  and  exports  as  given  by 
Mr.  I-eys  in  an  appendix.  The  chief  exports,  however,  may  be 
mentioned  here  though  already  dealt  with  above.  These  are  gold, 
coal,  pepper,  sago,  gutta-percha,  indiarubber,  and  timber. 

The  chief  items  of  expenditure  other  than  the  actual  costs  of 
administration  are  under  the  headings  of  public  works,  military 
and  naval.  .The  principal  buildings  erected  were  new  Post- 
Office,  new  Public  Works  Office,  and  blacksmiths*  shops.  The 
construction  and  upkeep  of  roads  also  figures  to  a  considerable 
amount. 

The  Government  maintains  a  force  known  as  the  Sarawak 
Bangers  some  300  strong.  These  men  are  mostly  Dyaks. 
The  appearance  and  efficiency  of  this  body  of  men  are  satis- 
factory testimony  to  the  money  annually  spent  upon  its  upkeep. 
Tlie  Rangers  are  distinct  from  the  police  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Killick,  late  60th  Eifles.  In  this  force  the  Kajah 
takes  especial  interest,  and  to  his  constant  personal  supervision 
much  of  the  excellance  of  its  detail  is  due.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  fleet  of  small  steamers  maintained  for  coast  com- 
munication and  purposes  of  trade. 

The  expenditure  in  the  Medical  Department  provides  hospitals 
for  the  sick  among  the  natives,  and  the  services  of  doctors  of  high 
qualifications  to  superintend  the  general  health. 

Another  charge  on  the  State  is  the  museum.  For  the  wants  of 
this  establishment  money  is  always  voted.  The  collection  here 
shown  is  the  chief  pride  of  the  capital 

The  Government  possesses  two  large  estates  planted  with 
Liberian  coffee.  like  those  in  other  places  these,  at  present 
prices,  are  carried  on  at  a  loss. 

The  returns  of  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  from,  and  cleared  to 
foreign  countries,  show  a  decrease  on  the  preceding  year.  Though 
trade  grows,  most  of  its  carriage  still  depends  upon  native  crafts 
wjiioh  sail  direct  to  and  from  the  river  stations  or  ports  on  the 
coast.  There  is  only  one  steamer  which  regularly  visits  Kuching 
at  intervals  of  a  fortnight  from  Singapore.  This  ship  is  under  the 
German  flag. 
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All  other  steamship  communication  is  the  work  of  Government 
vessels  which  connect  the  various  districts.  These  already  have 
more  calls  for  the  transport  of  goods  than  can  be  conveniently 
attended  to.  There  certainly  appears  an  opening  for  a  line  of 
steamers  which  might  call  at  Sarawak  to  and  from  Labuan  and 
Borneo  ports,  all  of  which  are  also  dependent  for  their  trade  with 
Singapore  on  a  steamship  company  under  the  G-erman  flag.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that  Kuching  the  centre  of 
trade  for  the  country  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  situated  up  a 
river  where  only  ships  of  moderate  draught  can  go. 

In  my  recent  report  on  the  main  points  of  interest  in  Sarawak,  General 
I  explained  that  this  country  makes  no  sensational  advances  in  its  improTement* 
progress.  Reference  to  statistics,  however,  will  prove  that  this 
progress  is  sure,  if  slow,  and  each  year  adds  money  to  the 
Treasury  in  addition  to  the  main  work  of  extending  a  civilisation 
so  gradual  that  it  comes  without  friction  to  -the  people.  It  is 
because  the  ruler  of  the  country  regards  his  position  as  a  trust 
held  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  that  this  progress 
is  necessarily  slow,  since  sudden  jumps  from  the  methods  of  the 
past  to  the  up-to-dateism  of  western  ideas,  though  advantageous 
to  the  pocket,  and  on  paper  attractive,  are  not  always  conducive 
to  the  happiness  of  the  individuals  peremptorily  translated.  Yet 
all  the  time  good  work  is  being  quietly  done.  Improvements  are 
made,  and  commerce  pushed,  wherever  possible,  without  fuss  or 
the  element  of  speculation.  So  far,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Borneo  Company  who  work  the  gold  mines,  all  trade  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chinese  and  under  the  direct  control  of  the  head  of 
the  State. 

I  should  here  like  to  dispel,  once  and  for  all,  the  idea  so  often 
heard  suggested,  that  the  ruler  of  Sarawak  is  averse  to  progress 
and  tlie  introduction  of  European  capital.  That  the  Bajah  is 
anxious  to  discourage  that  undesirable  class  of  adventurer  who 
descends  upon  undeveloped  countries  to  fill  his  own  purse  regard- 
less  of  other  result,  is  true.  The  fate  of  the  adjacent  country 
of  Brunei  whose  ruin  and  decay  are  not  entirely  disconnected 
with  the  unfulfilled  promises  and  specious  tales  of  selfish  specu- 
lators, is  in  itself  ample  justification,  if  one  were  needed,  for  this 
attitude. 

At  the  same  time  no  bond  Jide  investor  need  fear  to  visit 
Sarawak  if  he  is  prepared  to  deal  fairly  with  the  natives  and  con- 
form to  the  usages  of  the  country.  Such  a  man  would  be  sure  of 
welcome  and  he  himself  equally  certain  of  success. 

As  has  been  stated  aU  trade  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  Chinese 
who  in  this  achipelago  are  its  pioneers.     In  the  farthest  reaches  *»der8. 
of  the  rivers  large  communities  of  these  people  live  amongst  the 
Dyaks,  Kyans,  and  other  inland  tribes  and  grow  rich  by  providing 
them  with  necessaries  and  luxuries  in  return  for  the  valuable 
jungle  produce  they  procure. 

In  this  field  Europeans  could  scarcely  compete  without  meeting 
ruinous  opposition  from  a  clannish  race,  but  there  are  many  ways 
of  taking  advantage  of  a  trade  thus  established  which  can  be  left 
to  commercial  men  to  think  out  for  themselves. 
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Opportunities  indeed  are  apparent  in  the  very  position  of  these 
Chinese  traders,  all  dependent  on  outside  for  their  wants.  Those 
wants  are  not  few,  nor  from  the  appearance  of  their  buildings  and 
mode  of  living,  do  they  seem  to  stint  themselves  in  their  exile. 
Such  shopkeepers  are  often  financed  by  Chinese  firms  in  Singapore. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  comi)etition  of  European  capital  should 
not  be  introduced. 

That  what  has  already  been  done  by  the  Chinese  in  tapping 
the  interior  is  but  superficial  enterprise  can  be  illustrated  by  the 
following  facts.  Eecently  a  large  company  of  some  hundreds  of 
natives  from  the  interior  of  Sarawak  appeared  at  the  furthest 
settlement  of  the  Rejang  Kiver  120  miles  from  the  coast.  These 
people  could  speak  neither  Malay  nor  Dyak.  They  had  been 
travelling  for  five  months,  sometimes  stopping  to  build  boats  or 
search  for  food.  The  party  brought  with  them  jungle  produce  to 
the  value  of  several  thousand  pounds.  From  the  description  of 
their  houses  it  was  estimated  that  the  tribe  to  which  these  people 
belonged  numbered  37,000  souls.  The  strangers  had  never  seen 
a  white  man  nor  a  Chinaman  nor  even  a  Malay  before.  How- 
ever they  were  friendly  and  their  chief  readily  accepted  an 
invitation  from  the  Bajah  to  visit  Kuching,  taking  passage 
there  in  his  yacht.  They  were  brought  back  to  their  friends 
after  a  few  days  which  will  be  notable  in  their  lives. 

The  above  description  of  the  trade  of  the  country  will  show 
how  useless  it  is  for  the  British  commercial  man  to  content 
himself  with  pouring  into  my  ofiice  illustrated  catalogues  and 
advertisements  for  watches,  tents,  gas  pipes,  sewing  machines,  &c., 
together  with  samples  of  serges  and  cloths.  To  whom  should 
these  pretty  pictures  go,  the  Chinese,  Dyaks,  or  Malays  ?  I  fancy 
most  of  this  literature  is  intended  for  me  in  my  capacity  as  Consul 
for  Brunei,  a  place  even  more  unsuited  for  such  methods  than 
Sarawak,  since  there  are  no  P2uropeans  in  that  country  while  its 
people  live  in  direst  poverty.  In  Sarawak  there  are  doubtless 
many  articles  of  European  make  which  would  be  eagerly  bought 
by  the  natives,  and  Chinese  traders  as  well,  if  they  could  only  be 
laid  before  them  in  an  appropriate  manner.  In  the  Baram  lliver 
where  exist  the  difficulties  of  n^otiating  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
which  for  six  months  in  the  year  is  impassable,  there  are  believed 
to  exist  almost  unlimited  opportunities  for  trade,  but  they  must 
be  taken  by  a  man  on  the  spot  who  is  prepared  to  reside  in  Borneo 
and  engage  Chinese  of  local  experience  as  his  assistants.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  reply  to  most  of  these  trade  circulars  and  suggest 
application  to  some  known  firms  in  Singapore,  though  little  could 
be  done  by  any  one  without  agents  acquainted  with  the  country 
or  the  wants  of  its  people. 

The  chief  thing  required  to  stimulate  trade  in  Sarawak  is  a 
bank,  and  its  establishment  would  be,  I  believe,  as  welcome  to  the 
Government  as  to  the  people.  At  present  the  Borneo  Company 
assist  in  financial  matters  and  planters  and  traders  generally  do 
much  business  with  this  firm. 

The  Borneo  Ccmpany  Limited  hold  a  concession  for  all  minerals 
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except  gold,  coal  and  precious  stones  between  Kampong  Datu  and 
Xedurong.  This  company  are  now  developing  gold  mines  in  Upper 
Sarawak  under  a  large  staff  of  Europeans.  They  possess  splendid 
machinery  and  the  works  are  furnished  with  electric  light.  All 
the  gold  is  extracted  by  the  cyanide  process.  The  shares  are 
privately  held  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  returns  are  published, 
l)ut  it  is  a  known  fact  that  the  mines  have  done  extremely  well 
and  their  prospects  are  good. 

Land  can  always  be  obtained  from  the  Government  on  favour-  Land, 
able  terms.  Looking  to  the  fact  that  the  country  possesses  so 
many  navigable  rivers  whence  produce  could  be  shipped  direct  to 
the  markets  in  Singapore,  it  is  curious  that  such  advantages,  com- 
bined with  the  excellence  of  the  soil  and  facilities  for  labour, 
should  have  hitherto  failed  to  attract  planters.  This  may  possibly 
be  due  to  the  prevalence  of  erronous  ideas  known  to  have  existed 
regarding  the  conditions  of  life  in  Sarawak.  It  is  my  earnest  hope 
that  in  these  reports  I  may  have  assisted  to  dispel  any  remnant 
of  such  fables  as  may  remain. 

The  Government  recently  imported  a  large  number  of  Hakka 
Chinese  and  these  men  assisted  by  the  State  are  planting 
rice  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kuching  with  every  prospect  of 
success.  These  Chinese  are  christians  and  a  distinct  clan  from 
those  who  have  made  Sarawak  their  home,  and  these  cultivate 
the  sago,  pepper,  gambier,  &c.,  mentioned  among  the  exports 
above. 

There  are  two  coal  mines  worked  by  Government,  Sadong,  and  Coal  mines. 
Brsoketon.  The  coal  from  the  former  is  sent  to  Singapore  for 
sale.  That  from  the  latter  goes  to  Labuan  where  it  finds  ready 
purchasers.  The  returns  of  both  mines  show  an  increased  export 
over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  Sadong  Mine  has  a  nominal 
output  of  130  tons  per  day,  but  lias  in  reality  fallen  far  short  of 
this.  The  coal  from  BrooketoQ  is  about  50  tons  per  day  and  is 
expected  to  shortly  double  in  amount. 

As  stated  last  year  the  export  of  hardwood  is  prohibited  from  Timber 
the  1st  division  or  Sarawak  proper,  but  elsewhere  no  restriction  fcwwle. 
exists.  The  development  of  the  timber  trade  now  carried  on  by  the 
Chinese  could  be  extended  to  any  reasonable  limit.  Sailing 
vessels  take  the  timber  direct  from  the  Eejang  Eiver  to  Hong- 
Kong.  This  river  is  navigable  for  more  than  100  miles.  There 
is  always  a  demand  for  timber  in  Hong-Kong  and  other  northern 
ports. 

Mineral  oil  is  known  to  exist  in  Sarawak  but  it  is  only  now  Mineral  oil. 
that  any  serious  attempt  is  being  made  to  work  it. 

The  population  is  very  large  and  consists  of  many  mixed  races.  Population. 
Of  these  the  sea  Dyaks  are  the  most  numerous.  After  these  are 
the  Malays,  Kyans,  Kiniahs,  and  land  Dyaks.  There  are  also 
several  other  lesser  tribes.  The  Dyaks  increase  in  numbers  in  a 
manner  that  is  remarkable.  There  is  also  a  large  Chinese  popula- 
tion. 

The  work  done  under  the  S.P.G.  Mission  which  has  a  flourish-  Education, 
ing  school  in  Kuching  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Bishop 
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of  Singapore  and  Sarawak  continues  to  bear  good  fruit.     This  may 
also  be  said  of  the  RC.  Mission  whose  members  do  so  much 
practical  good  work  amongst  the  natives  of  the  interior. 
Olimata.  The  climate  of  Sarawak  is  healthy  for  Europeans. 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Sarawak  during  the 

Year  1899. 


Anidea. 


Aerated  water 

Beet*  wax     

Betel-nuts     

Bezoar  stones 

Birds'  nests 

Blaehan        

Brassware     

Camphor      

Canes 

Caitle 

Cement        

Cloth 

Coal 

Cocoa-nutt 

Coffee  (Liberian)     ... 

Coprah         

Crockeryware 

Cyanide        

Damar  

Diamonds     

Kggs- 

Salted        

Turtle 

Fire  bricks 

Fish- 
Fins  ...         ) 
Maws         ...         f 

Garoo-wood 

Gold 

Gunnies        

Guttaleayes 

Guttapercha 

Hides 

Horns  (rhiaooeros) ... 

Indiambber 

Ironware 

lyoryware     

Jar» , 

Laka-wood , 

Leather        , 

live  stock    

Machinery , 

Matches        

Oils     

Oil  (kerosene) 

Opium- 
Prepared 

Baw  , 

Paddy 

Pepper  

Prawns  (dried) 

Battans         

Bice 

Sago- 
Flour         

Pearl         < 

Baw  

SaU(nipa)     

Sugar 

„     (nipa) 

Sundries       

Tea     

Salt      

SbeU»— 

Tortoise     

Common 

Timber         

Tobacco- 
Chinese     

Jaya 
Palembang 

Treasure 

Trepang        

Vegetable  tallow    ... 

Vegetable       tallow 
•eeds         

If inei,  beers,  spirits, 
Ac 

Zinc 

Total  ...       ^ 


Foreign. 

Coasting. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Cases    ... 

1,665 

16,121 

... 

1,665 

16,121 

Piculs  ... 

f 

24 

385 

l'7i769 

335J 
2,081* 

17,793 

»i 

44 

244 

2,037* 

10,838 

11,082 

Ttehns  ... 

12 

280 

12 

280 

Piculs  ... 

... 

... 

196 

21,973 

196 

21,973 

»» 

691 

612 
40,604 

91* 

620 
1,947 

160* 

1,282 
42,551 

Catties ... 

... 

... 

341* 

9,815 

'*841* 

9.815 

Number 

... 

11,000 

325 

11,000 

325 

Head    ... 

222 

6;95« 

262 

9,168 

484 

16,121 

i#asks   ... 

1,278 

7,538 

... 

1,278 

7,588 

... 

449,464 

... 

'8i651 

... 

453,115 

Tons*    ... 

5 

89 

4,950* 

29,289 

4,955* 

29,328 

Number 

S52,S10 

11,474 

19,580 

652 

.  371,890 

12,026 

Piculs  ... 

... 

... 

873 

6,798 

873 

6,798 

n          ••• 

6,918i 

40,804 
28,266 

30 

150 
25 

6.948* 

40,9S4 
28,291 

Boxes  ... 

'28» 

38,850 

... 

... 

*283 

38,850 

Piculs  ... 

.M 

... 

4,031* 

5,418 

4.0.^ 

5,418 

Carats  ... 

... 

** 

200 

200 

Number 

80S,225 

4,321 

... 

... 

303,225 

4,821 

,,      ... 

... 

... 

800 

4 

800 

4 

ti      ••• 

50,000 

832 

... 

50,000 

882 

Piculs  ... 

4,707J 

54,026 

696 

10,516 

6,403* 

64,642 

Bongkals 

... 

... 

4 

160 
387 

4 

160 
387 

Bales    ... 

"808 

87i229 

... 

608* 

37,229 

Piculs  ... 

.M 

... 

25* 

31 

25* 

81 

„ 

39 

2,710 

9,082 

492,902 
215 

9,071 
14 

495,612 
215 

Catties ... 
Piculs  ... 

'"h 

"*456 

10 
4,028: 

190 
358,466 

10 
4,087 

190 
868,922 

... 

... 

74,201 
8,200 

... 

83 

... 

74,284 
8,200 

Number 

"322 

5,  J  67 

"129 

5,'361 

*451 

10,518 

Piculs  ... 

... 

l*i 

80 

14* 

30 

„ 

138| 

7,*593 
21,074 
127,298 

20*150 

138} 

'         7,598 
42,024 
127,298 

«Cases    ... 

"Sso 

20,924 

... 

... 

"930 

20,924 

Piculs  ... 

4,242 

72,426 

9* 

149 

4,251* 

72,575 

Cases    ... 

46,144 

110,702 

... 

... 

46.144 

110,702 

... 

... 

425 

... 

400 

825 

Chests  ... 

"119 

93,450 

... 

"119 

93,150 

Piculs  ... 

5,838* 

7,464 

?»!S?i 

*7i990 

12,801 

15,464 

M 

... 

... 

56,253 

1,601 

56,268 

If               ••• 

6J98i 

^»5S 

925* 

26,476 

10,724 

52,543 

t» 

71 

452 

129,619 

25,955} 

130,071 

„ 

144,880 

578,445 

8,613 

28,541 

152,943 

601,986 

11               ••• 

..'. 

... 

17.784 

65,140 

17,784 

65,140 

„ 

50 

96 

159 

450 

209 

546 

Tampins 

4.732 

1,897 

1,280,978 

472,71ft 

1,286,710 

474,612 

Qarris  ... 

... 

... 

1,420 

96 

1,420 

96 

Piculs  ... 
»»       ••• 

8,881J 

75,272 
793,118 

97 
155* 

554 

602 
27,130 

8,928* 
155* 

75,826 

602 

820,248 

Boxes  ... 

"940 

9,254 

... 

"940 

9,254 

Piculs  ... 

12,957* 

17,141 

... 

12,957* 

17,141 

Catties ... 

3 

25 

2 

40 

5 

65 

Piculs  .. 

... 

n 

60 
500 

8 

16 
24,213 

10* 

76 
24,718 

Cases    ... 

1,240 

34,049 

... 

1.240 

34,049 
18,061 

Baskets... 

1,154 

18,051 

... 

1,154 

Piculs  ... 

2,0294 

85,406 

... 

2,029* 

85,406 

Piculs  ... 

*26 

292,779 
893 

... 

118,108 

"'28 

410,887 
893 

„       ... 

... 

... 

"37* 

"*4d9 

37* 

499 

... 

... 

55,896 
6,878 

1,194* 

2,038 
100 

1,194* 

2,088 

66,996 
6,878 

... 

'  8,281,609 

1,968,892 

6,260,001 

i 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Sarawak  diiriiit:  tlie 

Year  1899. 


Foreign. 

CoMtlng. 

Total. 

AitlelM. 



Qoantitr. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Dollars 

Dollars. 

DoUare. 

Aerated  water 

Canes    ... 

2 

16 

109 

1.005 

in 

1,021 

Antreuer  iklne 

Picnls  ... 

9i 

401 

H 

401 

Anilmonj        

Tons     ... 

325 

62,727 

... 

... 

826 

62,727 

Beei'  wmz        

Piculs  ... 

88;f 

28.611 

... 

... 

3»7# 
4,719} 

28,611 

Betel-nuU        

.,        ... 

4|719f 

26,681 

■  M 

... 

2^6^1 

BIrda'  neitt      

»♦        ••• 

M7 

49.759 

... 

367 

49,7.VJ 

Blaehan 

»»        ••• 

3Ji 

170 

'l3 

160 

46i 

320 

Brawware        

1,]0(> 

... 

41,480 

42,.'>S6 

Camphor          

Cattiis  ... 

*264i 

13,869 

*—  m 

"264  J 

13,3JV9 

Ganee     ... 

Number 

4,3»1 

24» 

... 

4,3^1 

243 

Catde     

Head     ... 

u 

2JM> 

... 

•  M 

8 

290 

Cinramon        

Piculs  ... 

41 

6lfi 

... 

... 

4* 

616 

Caoth      

>•• 

10,174 

... 

337i244 

347,418 

Coal       

Tons 

28,'81IM 

184,351 

... 

26,MftJ 

183,361 

Cocoa-natfl 

Number 

1,000 

•26 

7(),S66 

2.269 

71.366 

2:294 

Coffee  (Uberfn) 
Copnh 

Piculs   ... 
II        ••• 

•,124 

6,890 
46.784 

6 

89 

4364 
6,7-26j 

6,979 
46,734 

Crockeiyware  ^ 

1,990 

4.968 

6;958 

Ctttch     

Picnls   ... 

lV612J 

11,973 

... 

1|612* 
6.19*} 

11,973 

Oamar 

II       .•• 

6,196^ 

10,420 

... 

... 

10,420 

JSKl'""") 

Number 

420,000 

1,667 

11,476 

121 

4»3,476 

1.788 

Fins    1 

Uawft / 

Piculs   ... 

286 

9,187 

1,143| 

11,710 

1.428} 

20,697 

Gambler         

... 

26,282 

168,060 

... 

26.282 

168,050 

Oaroo-wood      

Catties  ... 

868 

786 

.M 

.".* 

368 

786 

Gold       

Bonffkals 

18,984 

641,711 

8 

484 

13,992 

642,146 

M   ore 

Piculs   ... 

ft88 

4,841 

... 

... 

68» 

4,841 

Gnimiet 

Bales     ... 

... 

... 

6 

606 

6 

606 

Gatta  leaves    

Flcnla   ... 

2481 

1,036 

248* 

1,036 

Guttapercha     

„ 

8,980 

566,621 

"'l5 

"'186 

8,996 

666,766 

Hides     

M 

804} 

6,'i61 

... 

... 

304! 

6,2;>l 

Horns  (rhinoceros)    ... 

Catties  ... 

1 

80 

•.. 

1 

tO 

India  rubber    

Piculs    ... 

6.416f 

407,bSU 

... 

6,416} 

497,830 

Ironware          

... 

2,664 

... 

16,017 

17,671 

iToryware        

... 

... 

... 

380 

... 

380 

Jars       

Number 

28 

■i,'977 

82i 

10,840 

862 

12,817 

Laka  wood       

Piculs  ... 

180i 

238 

•  M 

... 

1301 

238 

Live  stock 

... 

... 

20 

20 

Matches 

Cases    ... 

'164 

1^440 

"703 

3,69.^ 

"867 

6,035 

Oils 

Piculs    ... 

94* 

1,808 

1,026 

16,6^ 

1.120* 

18,S67 

Oil  (kerosene) 

Cases     ... 

765| 

2,143 

17,678 

60,867 

18,443* 

68.610 

Opium  (prepared) 

... 

... 

^ 

... 

71,700 

71,700 

Paddy    

Piculs    ... 

4,628 

6^311 

2,012 

2,701 

6V687 

9,012 

Pepper  

II         •►■ 

22,647} 

869,188 

•*. 

22,647} 

869,188 

Pine-apples  (preserred) 

Cases    ... 

602 

1,822 

... 

... 

602 

1,822 

Prawn*  (dried) 

Piculs   ... 

989  i 

13,612 

99} 

1,289 

I,08Pi 
29,690 

14,901 

Ratuns 

II 

29,6»0 

169/31 

169,631 

Bice       ...       .^       ... 
Sago- 
Flonr 

6,07(^: 

20,402 

47,90e» 

160i923 

62,978t 

181,326 

II        »•• 

228,9«0i 

790,683 

... 

... 

228,989* 

790,683 

Pearl 

17 

82 

8 

24 

26 

66 

Eaw 

Tampins 

^••211 

7,126 

19,017 

7,126 

Salt        

Piculs    ... 

276 

882 

12Vi22i 

isjiio 

12,898^ 

18,492 

„    (nipa)        

Gams  ... 

... 

... 

1,018 

106 

1,013 

106 

Shells  (common) 

Picul»   ... 

68 

348 

... 

68 

348 

Sagar     

„     (nip*)    

II        •.• 
•1 

1|4mJ 

261 
6,186 

712 
1,264} 

6i797 
4,891 

738^ 
2,724i 

7,048 
11,077 

Sundries 

... 

67,621 

... 

329,806 

897,427 

Tea        

Cases    ... 

... 

62 

484 

"62 

484 

Tengar-bark    

Picnls    ... 

4^634^ 

1,464 

... 

4,634* 

1,464 

Timber  ^       

... 

M. 

70,766 

... 

2^028 

72,794 

Tobacco— 

Chinese        

Cases    ... 

4 

121 

191 

6,706 

195 

6,826 

Java 

Baskets... 

6 

80 

716 

11,976 

720 

12,066 

Palembang 

Piculs   ... 

IM 

988 

717^ 

60,869 

733 

61,827 

Treasure          

... 

... 

200,290 

808,271 

608,661 

Trepanjc           

Piculs    ... 

??! 

697 

... 

... 

"'26} 

697 

II 

HI* 

1,076 

... 

... 

111* 
6I1I 

1,076 

It               •««« 

l» 

611* 

1,900 

... 

... 

1,900 

Wines,  beers,  spirits, 

Ac     

... 

... 

30 

... 

11,033 

11,063 

Zinc       

... 

* 

624 

... 

870 

- 

994 

Total      

... 

...        \  4,467,006 

... 

1,483,969 

... 

6,960,976 

(76    7  I  00— HAS    647) 
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Reference  to  previous  Reporty  Annual  Series  No  2140 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Pard  and  District  for  tlie  Years  1898 

and  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Churchill. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  March  2, 1900.) 

Eeturn  of  Ocean-going  Vessels  that  Entered  the  Port    of  Pard  Shipping, 
during  the  Year  1898.  Bntered, 

1898. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tonnaee. 

. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

British 

Brazilian 

Italian 

Portuguese 
Norwegian 
Various,.         •• 

199 

269 

21 

11 

8 

9 
8 

13 
63 
46 

208               264,479* 
272               246,G92f 
21                  45,609t 
24                  19,699t 
68          1        22,200 
48                  22,918 

Total     .. 
„    1897        .. 

608          !        128 

464                  166 

1 

626               610,697 
609                612,699 

Return  of  Ocean-going  Vessels  that  SaQed   from   the  Port  of  Sailed,  189» 
Para  during  the  Year  1898. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

British  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Brazilian 

Italian 

Portuguese 
Norwegian 
Various 

193 
260 

20 

7 

8 

•  • 
12 
47 
45 

204 
264 
20 
19 
47 
48 

262,808* 
216,896t 
40,837t 
13,937t 
26,443 
24,796 

Total     .. 
„     1897        .. 

478 
483 

119 
108 

692 
541 

573,711 
661,392 

(522) 
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British 
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1899. 


S*^eainship 
lines. 
British  lines. 

Italian  and 
Portugae§<' 
lines. 

Contemplated 
new  lines. 
Fpanish. 
Oerman. 

SVench. 


TJnited 
f^tate?  Line. 


fluhsidies. 


Harbour. 


Dredging. 


Quarantine. 


227  British  ocean-going  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Para 
(hiring  tlie  year  1899.  Of  these  208  were  steamers  of  an  average 
tonnage  of  1,463  tons  net  register.  The  tonnage  of  the  sailing 
vessels  averaged  539  tons. 

The  total  tonnage  was  314,646  tons  net  register,  being  an 
increase  of  about  60,000  tons  over  the  tonnage  of  the  previous 
year. 

Telegraph  cable  steamers  that  visited  this  port  at  frequent 
intervals  are  not  included  in  the  above  figures. 

Two  British  lines,  employing  over  30  steamers  between  them, 
provide  10  days'  services  to  and  from  Liverpool,  Xew  York,  Lisbon, 
and  Havre. 

The  Italian  and  Portuguese  lines,  consisting  of  two  steamers 
eaoh,  provi<le  a  monthly  service  each  to  and  from  Portugal  and 
Italy. 

It  was  said  that  the  Spanish  Koyal  Mail  line  to  Havana  would 
probably  extend  its  service  to  Para. 

The  Hamburg-American  line  are  taking  steps  to  establish  a 
line  to  this  port. 

Persons  interested  are  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  French 
Government  to  subsidise  a  French  line  for  Para.  The  "  Chargeurs 
R3um8  "  or  the  "  Compagnie  Transatlantique,"  it  is  said,  will  most 
probably  engage  in  this  trade  very  shortly. 

The  State  is  anxious  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  another  line 
of  steamers  to  connect  this  port  with  the  United  States.  The 
Government  of  Brazil  appears  to  be  willing  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  an  American  line  to  connect  Kio  with  New  York. 
This  State  has  offered  to  help  the  Government  by  subsidising  the 
line  if  it  makes  Para  a  port  of  call. 

The  Italian  is  the  only  line  which  is  subsidised  by  this 
State.     It  receives  about  12,000^.  annually. 

It  18  probable  that  the  State  will  also  subsidise  the  German 
line,  but  not  to  any  considerable  extent. 

Owing  to  the  continued  silting  of  the  harbour,  the  accommoda- 
tion for  shipping  is  decreasing.  The  larger  vessels  that  resort  to 
this  port  have  to  anchor  farther  and  farther  away  from  the  town 
— two  to  three  miles  ofi*.  The  delay  and  extra  cost  in  loading  and 
unloading  increase  in  proportion. 

Dredging  and  the  utilisation  of  the  river  and  tidal  currents 
to  make  and  presei've  deep  channels  is  talked  about,  but  nothing 
practical  has  l)een  commenced. 

All  harbour  matters  appertain  to  the  Federal  Government,  con- 
sequently schemes  for  improvements  must  be  submitted  to  that 
Government.  This  State  is  willing  to  assist  the  Central  Govern- 
ment in  ui'geut  cases,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  harbour 
would  appear  to  have  arrived  at  this  pressing  stage. 

Until  quite  recently  vessels  bound  for  Pani  from  suspected 
ports  during  times  of  epidemics  were  obliged  to  perform  quaran- 
tine at  Ilha  Grande,  distant  from  Para  over  2,000  miles.  Com- 
merce, shipowners,  and  the  general  public  suffered  much  incon- 
venience in  consequence. 
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The  present  perhaps  is  not  the  most  favourable  time  for  the 
Government  to  embark  in  expensive  ameliorations,  but  the 
necessity  of  providing  a  quarantine  station  for  North  Brazil  was 
urgent,  and  as  the  Government  was  unable  to  act  in  the  matter, 
the  State  generously  undertook  to  help  the  Federal  Government 
by  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  establishment  of  a 
quarantine  station.  This  station  was  inaugurated  on  Decem- 
ber 28, 1899. 

Vessels  from  suspected  ports  may  now  perform  quarantine 
here. 

The  duration  of  quarantine  is  fixed  at  20  days  for  plague, 
counting  from  the  date  of  departure  of  a  vessel  from  the  last 
suspected  port. 

The  importation  of  certain  articles  that  are  susceptible  of 
conveying  contagion  is  prohibited. 

Belgian  capital  has  been  invested  in  this  State  to  a  remarkable  Foreign 
extent  lately.  Belgian  syndicates  have  purchased  an  indiarubber  ©nteriirise. 
estate,  and  the  goodwill  and  plant  of  an  electric  light  com- 
pany, and  have  obtained  concessions  for  agricultural  land. 
Besides  this  they  are  negotiating  for  the  transfer  to  them  of  the 
tramway  system  and  the  electric  lighting  of  the  city.  The 
Belgian  Eubber  Company  was  the  first  to  introduce  labour  from 
the  British  West  Indies. 

A  French  rubber  company  was  established  here  lately. 

There  are  now  in  this  State  three  European  companies, 
including  one  British,  that  are  engaged  in  the  extraction  and 
export  of  indiarubber. 

A  brewery  has  lately  been   established  in  this   city,  and  it  New 
appears  that  some  Belgian  capital  is  invested  in  it.  mdustries. 

Thdte  are  two  ice  factories,  and  a  third  is  about  to  be  added.      iTOfSrj. 

It  is  possible  that  the  carriage  of  frozen  provisions  and  the  Poawble 
establishment  of  cold  air  storage  may  prove  to  be  remunerative,  remuneraiive 
There  is  a  scarcity  of  fresh  meats  and  provisions  of  all  kinds.  n  w'*™' 

There  is  a  considerable  demand  for  houses.  It  is  exceedingly  gtorage' 
difficult  to  hire  them,  and  rents  are  enormously  high.  Houses. 

A  large  modem  hotel  is  much  required.  Hotel. 

There  is  no  export  of  timber  from  this  State,  although  excellent  Timber, 
wood  exists. 

Freights  should  be  moderate,  as  many  sailing  and  steam  vessels 
leave  in  ballast. 

There  are  frequent  wrecks  in  the  Jliver  Amazon  and  at  itsSalyoge 
mouth.  It  is  believed  that  a  salvage  steamer  would  render  useful  »*eamei. 
assistance  and  return  a  handsome  profit. 

There  is  to  be  an  improvement  in  the  tramway  system  in  this  Articles  in 
city ;  electricity  is  to  take  the  place  of  animal  traction.    There  <^«m«id- 
will,  therefore,  be  a  demand  for  electric  cars  and  apparatus,  and  Electric 

rails.  ^^'"S 

Nearly  all  the  locomotion  in  this  city  is  performed  by  tram-  ™*^"*^- 
way.    By  this  means  people  are  conveyed  to  their  places  of  busi- 
ness, to  places  of  recreation,  and  also  to  the  cemeteries  in  funeral 
processions. 
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There  are  several  kinds  of  tramcars  iu  use,  some  for  passengers, 
others  for  passengers  and  bs^gage,  and  lastly,  small  private  ears 
for  those  who  may  require  to  hire  them  for  their  personal  use. 

Immigmtion.  In  1898  the  total  number  of  immigrants  amounted  to  5,280. 
Nearly  all  of  them  received  State  aid.  2,924  came  from  Spain, 
and  2,292  from  various  parts  of  Brazil.  Besides  this,  about  30,000 
Brazilians  from  the  State  of  Ceard  come  here  annually  for  the 
rubber  industry  of  the  States  of  Pari  and  Amazonas. 

The  State  is  doing  its  utmost  to  encourage  immigration  in 
order  to  foster  agricultural  industries  and  to  improve  the  labour 
market. 

The  Italian  Government  having  overcome  its  original  reluct- 
ance to  allow  Italians  to  emigrate  to  equatorial  Brazil,  about 
1,000  Italians  have  come  here.  Further  emigration  is  said  to  have 
been  suspended  until  favourable  reports  are  received  regarding  the 
first  arrivals. 

The  number  of  foreigners  who  came  to  Para  during  1899 
amounted  to  2,617,  including  1,602  Portuguese,  377  Spaniards, 
116  British,  116  Italians,  109^  Germanls,  77  French,  31  Americans 
(United  States),  2  British  Indians,  &c. 

The  number  of  Brazilians  who  entered  the  Northern  States 
during  1899  is  not  given,  but  is  believed  to  be  considerable.  They 
are  attracted  here  at  the  present  time  by  the  reports  about  the 
prosperity  of  these  States,  and  the  ease  with  which  fortunes  have 
been  made. 

Minerals.  Coal  is  Said  to  cxist  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Obidos  and  Monte 

Coal.  Alegre  in  this  State. 

Gold.  Gold  has  been  found   in  Northern  Brazil,  bordering  on  the 

French  and  British  Guianas.  So  far  the  quantities  extracted 
have  been  inconsiderable.  It  is  said  that  all  the  gold  obtained 
from  the  contested  territory  finds  its  way  to  Cayenne. 

The  principal  occupation  of  Brazilians  in  the  so-called  gold- 
bearing  zone  is  cattle  farming,  but  this  also  is  on  a  small  scale. 
The  supply  of  cattle  for  slaughter  is  insufficient  for  local  require- 
ments. 

Cattle  The  cattle  trade  of  this  State  should  be  important.    45,000 

industry.  head  of  cattlc  are  required  annually  for  the  fresh  beef  supply  of 
this  city  alone.  The  pasture  lands  of  the  island  of  Maraj6  supply 
about  one-third  of  this  quantity,  notwithstanding  that  the  island 
stock  is  estimated  to  amount  to  300,000.  The  rest  of  the  cattle 
intended  for  slaughter  is  imported  from  other  States  of  Brazil,  and 
from  the  Argentine  Kepublic. 

The  demand  for  preserved  and  jerked  beef  (xarque)  for  the 
rubber  estates  is  very  considerable,  yet  the  State  does  not  supply 
it,  but  imports  it  from  the  southern  States  and  Eepublics. 

Railways.  The  only  railway  in  working  order  in  this  State  is  the  *'  ParA 

Braganza  Railway."  The  distance  between  the  capital  and  the 
coast  towns  is  about  100  miles.  The  line,  however,  does  not 
extend  beyond  65  miles.  In  1897-98  the  revenue  was  15,000/. 
and  the  expenditure  45,000Z.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  State  Government  should  be  disposed  to  part 
with  the  line. 
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It  is  believed  that  the  railway  could  be  made  to  pay  well. 

It  is  reported  that  the  British  submarine  cable  between  Pani  TelegraphB. 
and  Pernambuco  is  to  be  duplicated  at  an  early  date. 

The  subfluvial  cable  between  Pari  and  Manaos  is  being 
replaced  by  land  lines  in  those  places  where  the  cable  is  most 
frequently  broken.  It  may  be  necessary  later  on  to  erect  a  land 
line  over  the  entire  distance,  about  900  miles,  as  the  working  of  a 
cable  in  the  river  does  not  seem  to  be  practicable. 

In  the  early  part  of  1899,  the  Republic  of  Bolivia  established  Bolivian 
a  port  on  the  River  Purus  (tributary  of  the  River  Amazon)  and  ^^  ^"  ^^^ 
named   it  "  Puerto  Alonso,"  alter   one  of  its  presidents.     Three        '^"* 
months  later  the  Bolivian  authorities  abandoned  their  only  port. 
During  their  absence  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port  became  an 
Independent  Republic  which  was  neither  Brazilian  nor  Bolivian. 
Later  on ^  the  Bolivian  authorities  returned,  but  were  unable   to 
recover  their   territory  from  those  in  possession  who  consist   of 
Brazilians  who  are  engaged  in  the  rubber  industry.     The  region 
of  which  "  Puerto  Alonso  "  is  the  outlet  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  the  richest  rubber  producing  land  in  the  whole  Amazonian 
basin  ;  hence,  the  reluctance  on  the  part  of  those  in  possession  to 
surrender  such  a  prize  to  others  who  may  have  a  more  legitimate 
claim  to  it. 

Owing  to  the  contested  ownership  of  this  land  serious  dis- 
turbances have  occurred  there  and  commerce  has  been  almost 
suspended. 

" Puerto  Alonso"  is  mentioned  in  this  report  because  its  trade 
is  intimately  connected  with  that  of  Para. 


State  Finances, 

Year. 

f  RcTcnue,  effectlTe 

\  Expenditure,  effective 

Amount. 

1897-98 

668,000 
560,000 

1898-99 

r  Revenue,  estimated 
\  Expenditure,  estimated 

A  supplsmentary  credit  for  73,000^ 
was  voted  in  May,  1899 

584,000 
527,000 

1899-^ 

r  Revenue,  estimated 

\  Expenditure,  estimated 

720,000 
692,000 

The  revenues  during  1899  amounted  to  nearly  750,000/.  sterling. 

The  Government  of  this  State  intends  to  complete  the  building  Cost  of 
of  the  stock  exchange  at  a  cost  of  125,000/.     The  sum  of  about  P^^^^ '^^^^'^ 
200,000/.  is  l)eing  spent  op  a  State  school  which  probably,  when 
finished,  will  be  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  world.     The  water- 
works of  the  town  are  being  extended  and  improved  in  order  to 
meet  the  increased  demand  for  water  in  this  rapidly  growing  city. 

The  cost  of  this  improvement  is  estimated  at  about  180,000/. 
The  State  Government  invited  tendera  for  the  waterworks,  but 
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Chief  items 
of  expen- 
ditare. 


accept    any.     TIih    money   was   borrowed    from    local 
banks,  and   the   Government  will  carry  out  the  work 


did    not 

Brazilian 

itself. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  in  the  budget  of  1897-98 
were  as  follows : — 


Military  force 
Public  instruction 
Public  works 
Braganza  Railway . 


Amount. 


71,000 
68,000 
63,000 
45,000 


Sources  of 
revenue. 


Rubber 
export  duty. 


Public  debt. 


Municipal 
finances. 


Import 
revenues. 


Ex]X)rts. 
Tndiarubber. 


The  revenues  are  chiefly  derived  from  Export  duties.  Those 
for  the  year  1897-98  under  this  head  amounted  to  476,000t 
(1896-97,428,000/.).  Other  revenues  are  derived  from  taxes  on 
industries  and  professions,  landing  charges,  stamp  tax,  transmission 
of  property,  &c. 

Indiarubber  continues  to  be  enormously  taxed  and  to  provide 
tlie  chief  source  of  i-evenue.  Out  of  a  total  income  of  476,000/. 
dei'ived  from  taxation  of  exports,  the  sum  of  437,000/.  was  collected 
on  indiarubber  alone. 

There  is  no  external  public  debt,  but  there  will  be  one  shortly 
in  all  probability.  The  internal  public  debt  was  recently  reported 
to  amount  to  about  260,000/.,  not  including  the  Waterworks  Loan 
of  180,000/. 

During  1898  the  revenues  of  the  municipality  of  this  city 
amounted  to  127,000/.,  and  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  revenues 
by  9,000/.  It  is  reported  that  the  figures  of  1899  will  show  a 
greater  deficit. 

In  1898  the  revenues  of  tlie  Federal  custom-house  at  Pard, 
obtained  from  the  taxation  of  imports,  amounted  to  670,000/.  In 
the  following  year  they  rose  to  844,000/.  These  revenues  do  not 
benefit  the  State,  but  belong  to  the  Federal  Government  at  Rio. 

Return  of  Shipments  of  Indiarubber  daring  the  Years  1897-98 

and  1898-99. 

1897-98. 


Quantity. 


Quality. 

- 
To  Europe,    i      '^^^^ 

Total. 

Fine 

Medium        

Coar^           

"Caueho"* 

Tons. 
6,033 
1,040 
2,610 
1,113 

Tons. 
6.304 
1,176 
3,147 

795 

Tons. 

12,337 
2.216 
5,757 
1,908 

Total 

10,796                  11,422 

22,218 
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Quantity. 

Quality. 

To  Europe. 

To  United 
States. 

Total. 

Fine 

Medium         

Coarse           

"Caucho"* 

Tons. 
7,089 
1,164 
3,055 
1.54U 

Tons. 
6,940 
1,025 
3,408 
1,025 

Tons. 

14,029 
2,189 
6,468 
2.565 

Total 

12,84S 

12,398 

25,246 

*  "  Caucho  "  is  produced  from  the  "  Castilloa  elastica."  The  largest  quantity 
that  is  exported  from  the  Amazonian  basin  is  obtained  from  the  Republics  of  Peru 
and  Bolivia.  Small  quantities  oome  from  the  River  Tocantins  and  the  mouth  of 
the  River  Amazons  near  Macap&. 

The  crop  of  1898-99  amounted  to  25,374  tons,  of  which  9,839  Rubber  crop. 
tons  were  produced  by  this  State.     The  previous  year's  crop  of 
this  State  amounted  to  8,919  tons. 

The  total  shipments  of  Amazonian  rubber   during   the  year  shipments  in 
1899  amounted  to  25,401  tons,  of  which  8,954  tons  were  sent  to  1899. 
the  United  Kingdom. 


Return  of  Exports  of  Cocoa  from  the  States  of  Paia  and 
Aniazonas. 


Cocoa. 


January  to  Deeember. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Quantity. 


July  to  June. 


Tons. 
3,765 
2,663 
5,653 


1896-97 
1897-98 
1898-99 


Quantity. 


'J'ons. 
3,434 
3,375 
4,054 


France  continues  to  consume  the  bulk  of  the  cocoa  produced 
in  this  part  of  Brazil.  5,239  tons  were  sent  to  that  country 
during  1899. 

The  average  price  during  1899  was  G*27c?.  per  lb. 

The  cocoa  plant  is  not  cultivated  liere,  but  gi-ows  wild  and  in 
great  profusion.  When  the  fruit  is  mature  it  is  picked  and  the 
seeds  are  sundried  and  sold  to  exporters.  This  is  practically  the 
only  time  when  the  plant  receives  attention. 

The  Fard  quality  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  world. 
AVhat  appears  to  be  much  in  its  favour  is  that  it  readily  assimi- 
lates the  delicate  perfumes  given  to  it  in  the  manufacture  of 
chocolate. 
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Braiil-nutB.         Betctrn  of  Brazil-Duts  Exported  from  the  States  of  Pard  and 

Amazonas. 


Ye^r. 


Quantity. 


To  £urope. 


To  United 
States. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Hectolitres.* 

68,604 

64,042 

100,514 


Hectolitres.* 

51,191 

61,838 

111,498 


Total. 


Hectolitres.* 
109,795 
125,375 
212,012 


*  1  heotoliire  —  2|  bushels;  about  12  hectolitres  »  1  ton. 


Para  crop. 


In  1898  the  State  of  Para  produced  93,545  hectolitres,  of 
which  53,401  hectolitres  were  shipped  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  remaining  40,144  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  1899  this  State  supplied  109,550  hectolitres. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  season,  in  February,  the  price  was 
about  15&  per  hectolitre,  and  it  gradually  decreased  to  2.s.  towards 
October,  the  end  of  the  season. 


Exports. 


Total  Talue  of  exports  in  1898 

1897  .... 

Value  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1898 
M  •)  If  »»  1897 


Amount. 


£ 
3,876,000 
3,411,000 
1,772,000 
1,813,000 


Album  of 
Pard. 


Copies  of  the  latest  Album  of  Para  have  been  sent  hy  this 
Consulate  to  the  British  Museum  Library  and  to  the  Royal  Geo- 
graphical Society. 

The  views  contained  therein  will  give  an  excellent  idea  of  the 
advanced  condition  of  this  part  of  the  New  World.  The  lett^qn-ess 
of  this  work  is  printed  in  Portuguese,  Italian,  and  German,  in 
order  to  attract  emigration  from  the  countries  where  those  lan- 
guages are  spoken. 


LONDON : 
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90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  op 

HODGES,  FIGGIS,  &  Co.,  Limited,  104,  Gravton  St&bbt,  Dublin. 

1900. 
[Cd.  1—91.]  Price  One  Penny. 
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NoTB. — ^All  the  conversions  of  currency  into  sterling  have  been 
made  at  the  rate  of  7d.  per  milreis,  that  having  been  the  rate 
used  in  the  report  for  1898,  thus  rendering  the  comparison  more 
exact.  The  difference  is  small,  the  average  rate  at  Porto  Alegre, 
which  is  generally  about  ^.  to  ^.  below  the  rate  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  having  been  about  7f  rf.  per  milreis  during  1899. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Cominerce  of  Porto  Akgre  for  the  Year 

1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Archer. 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  May  22,  1900.) 

There  is  not  much  to  say  about  the  trade  of  Porto  Alegre  General 
during  the  year  1899  that  has  not  already  been  said  in  previous  romarka. 
reports;  any  alteration   in  the  general  condition  of  the  market 
has    been   for    the  worse,  and  the    outlook    is    anything    but 
encouraging. 

Not  for  more  than  20  years  has  such  a  severe  commercial  Depresaion  of 
crisis  been  experienced  here,  and  though  the  State  of  Rio  Grande  *»<*«• 
was  one  of  the  last  to  feel  the  general  depression  of  trade  throughout 
the  whole  country,  it  has  less  power  of  recovering  itself  than  many 
of  the  other  States  of  the  Eepublic  as  it  possesses  no  rich  pro- 
ducts that  almost  amount  to  monopolies,  such  as  coffee,  india- 
rubber,  sugar,  cotton,  &c.,  like  the  northern  States ;  in  fact  Rio 
Grande  principally  depends  on  the  latter  for  its  prosperity,  as  the 
exports  worth  mentioning  to  foreign  countries  are  principally 
confined  to  a  relatively  small  amount  of  dry  and  salted  ox  and 
cowhides,  tobacco,  hair,  &c.,  so  that  the  crisis  is  likely  to  last 
some  time  even  if  it  grow  no  worse,  which  at  present  seems 
not  at  all  improbable.  Money  is  exceedingly  scarce  and  re- 
coveries are  difficult,  even  the  best  houses  being  behindhand  in 
their  obligations.  The  banks  have  lately  been  refusing  to  ad- 
vance money  to  firms  of  undoubted  standing  and  against  good 
security  owing  to  want  of  cash,  so  that  it  is  extremely  hard  to 
get  along  at  all,  and  confidence  is  much  shaken. 

The  denression  has  been  accentuated  by  the  severe  drought  at  Bad  harvott. 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  (the  spring  and  early  summer)  which 
ruined  many  of  the  crops,  causing  the  harvest  to  be  much  under 
the  average,  while  prices  have  been  lower,  other  States  having 
entered  into  competition  with  Rio  Grande  by  growing  for  them- 
selves products  which  were  formerly  almost  entirely  supplied  by 
this  State.  The  tobacco  crop  has  also  been  small  with  lower 
prices  than  usual. 

The  import  trade  has  naturally  suffered  from  these  circum-  Payment  of 
stances,  though  it  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent,  no  statistics  ^JJ^^  -^^i^ 
being  available,  but  the  falling-off  must  have  been  considerable  as 
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the  payment  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  duties  in  gold,  equal  to  nearly 
30  per  cent,  advance,  which  came  into  operation  on  January  1 
made  all  imported  goods  so  much  dearer,  and  while  helping  to 
increase  the  competition  of  native  manufactures  diminished  the 
buying  power  of  the  consumer  owing  to  the  increased  cost.  As 
showing  what  the  competition  of  the  native  factories  amounts  to, 
I  have  been  told  that  one  print  works  alone  in  Eio  de  Janeiro 
causes  a  difference  to  the  revenue  (taking  the  average  duty  pay- 
able on  foreign  prints),  estimated  at  3,000,000  milreis  (87,500/.), 
and  gave  a  dividend  of  40  per  cent,  last  year,  while  it  expects  to 
give  60  per  cent,  in  1900. 

Another  thing  which  has  afifect.ed  this  market  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  was  the  large  quantity  of  foreign  prints  (princi- 
pally British,  of  course)  sold  here  at  unremunerative  prices  by 
several  Bio  importers  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  business  there. 
This  helped  to  overload  the  market,  and  in  view  of  the  further 
increase  of  5  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  duty  payable  in  gold, 
which  came  into  operation  on  January  1  of  the  current  year 
(1900),  importers  hastened  their  goods  forward  in  order  to  pass 
them  through  the  custom-house  before  the  increase  came  into 
force,  and  the  consequence  is  that  stocks  are  at  present  very 
large. 

This  evil  has  been  aggravated  by  the  paralysis  of  business 
in  dry  goods  owing  to  the  uncertainty  prevailing  with  r^ard  to 
the  payment  of  a  consumption  tax  on  certain  classes  to  be  col- 
lected by  affixing  stamps  to  the  goods,*  more  especially  as  regards 
its  application  to  existing  stocks.  It  is  stated  that  a  large  number 
of  small  dealers  up  country  have  preferred  to  give  up  business 
rather  than  run  the  risks  of  the  fines  they  might  become  liable 
to  for  the  most  trifling  and  involuntary  infraction  of  the  law, 
which  is  so  confusing  and  complicated  in  many  respects  as 
to  be  understood  with  difficulty  even  by  intelligent  and  educated 
persons,  while  to  many  of  the  small  up-country  shopkeepers 
it  is  absolutely  incomprehensible.  The  tiscals  (revenue  officers), 
whose  business  it  is  to  see  that  the  law  is  observed,  ai'e 
empowered  to  impose  fines  (of  which  they  get  half),  for 
infractions,  and  as  a  consequence  there  have  been  several  hard 
cases  in  some  of  the  country  districts.  There  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  stamps  is  of  course  greater  than 
in  the  city,  and  the  newspapers  here  published  some  almost 
incredible  cases,  of  which  the  following  is  an  example : — Several 
of  the  shopkeepers  endeavoured  to  obtain  stamps,  but  in  vain, 
simply  because  there  were  none  to  be  had,  the  Grovernment 
not  having  provided  them,  but  even  so  the  fiscal  imposed  the 
fine.  Others,  in  the  words  of  the  newspaper,  "to  shelter 
themselves  from  the  surprises  of  the  revenue  officers  resolved  not 
to  sell  matches  (one  of  the  stamped  taxed  articles)  but  even  so 
they  did  not  escape.     The  law  taxes  the  trader,  not  the   person 

•  The  particulars  of  goods  affected  by  this  tax  have  already  been  made  known 
by  Her  Majesty's  Legation  in  Rio,  and  published  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal 
of  Fabruary  S,  1900. 
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who  possesses  the  article  of  merchandise  for  his  own  use 
Nevertheless,  the  revenue  officer  enters  the  houses  of  these  people 
and  asks  for  a  match,  as  a  favour,  for  his  own  use.  That  which  is 
given  as  one  would  give  a  glass  of  water  is  considered  an 
infraction  of  the  law,  and  the  revenue  officer  surprises  the  shop- 
keeper in  his  courtesy,  in  his  generosity,  with  a  fine." 

Dealers  of  all  classes  have  been  holding  back  from  buying  in 
order  to  reduce  their  stocks  as  much  as  possible.  A  meeting  of 
importers  and  dealers  was  convened  by  the  Commercial  Associa- 
tion, at  which  a  resolution  was  passed  to  petition  the  Government 
to  postpone  the  application  of  the  tax  to  stocks  until  Congress 
meets,  and  a  telegram  conveying  the  resolution  was  sent  to  the 
Minister  of  Finance;  but  without  success,  and  finally  it  was  re- 
solved to  pay  the  tax  under  protest. 

Several  modifications  have  been  made  since  the  law  was  first 
published.  Originally  it  was  decreed  that  the  stamps  must  be 
affixed  to  the  goods  themselves,  but  this  was  found  to  be  so  im- 
practicable that  it  was  subsequently  decided  that  in  the  case  of 
imported  goods  the  tax  was  to  be  paid  in  the  custom-house  by  the 
importer,  and  the  stamps  cancelled  on  the  despatch,  while  in  the 
case  of  native  goods  it  was  to  be  paid  by  the  manufacturer,  and 
the  stamps  cancelled  on  the  invoice,  the  manufacturer  being 
obliged  to  keep  a  special  book  showing  the  amount  of  his  sales, 
such  book  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  revenue  officer  when 
required. 

This  simplified  matters  considerably  as  regards  new  goods,  but 
the  question  of  paying  the  tax  on  the  stocks  in  the  hands  of  every 
dealer  and  shopkeeper  throughout  the  country  is  felt  to  be  a 
great  hardship,  as  they  have  already  paid  all  the  taxes  to  which 
they  were  subject  when  they  were  acquired,  and  it  is  considered 
to  be  unconstitutional  in  its  retroactive  application,  so  much  so  that 
the  "Tribunal  de  Contas"  (Treasury  Board)  at  first  refused  to 
register  the  law,  but  was  instructed  by  the  Finance  Minister  to  do 
so  under  protest.  From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  Government 
could  hardly  resist  with  success  an  action  brought  for  the  recovery 
of  any  payments  of  this  tax  on  stocks  made  under  protest. 

The  amount  of  stock  subject  to  the  stamp  tax  has  to  be  de- 
clared on  March  27,  as  it  exists  on  that  date,  but  the  money  is 
payable  in  three  instalments,  viz.,  on  June  30,  September  30,  and 
December  31  next,  a  bond  being  signed  for  the  payment. 

This  relieves  the  immediate  pressure,  for  it  would  have  been 
very  difficult  for  many  of  the  people  to  find  the  cash  at  once 
during  the  present  scarcity,  and  it  is  hoped  now  the  matter  is 
virtually  settled,  business  may  become  more  satisfactory. 

In  October  a  Bill  to  re-establish  the  custom-house  at  Porto  Custom- 
Alegre  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  received  the  Presidential  house, 
sanction,  but  up  to  now  (March,  1900)  the  custom-house  has  not 
been  reopened.     It  is  reported,  however,  that  it  will  be  shortly,  and 
no  doubt  it  will  help  to  improve  matters.  At  present  the  delays  and  Customs 
difficulties  in  the  custom-house  at  Eio  Grande  are  ruinous.     On  ^.^y?  ** , 
an  average,  six  months  from  the  date  of  shipment  may  be  taken  as       ^'*"^«- 
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the  time  required  to  receive  goods  in  Porto  Alegre  from  Europe. 
There  are  loud  complaints  as  to  the  arbitrary  impositions  made 
on  importers,  but  no  attention  seems  to  be  paid  to  them. 
The  following  is  an  instance  of  what  goes  on : — 
At  the  end  of  the  year  everyone  was  naturally  anxious  to  pay 
the  duties  on  his  goods  and  get  them  through  before  the  extra  5 
per  cent,  in  gold  was  payable  on  January  1  last.  Many  suc- 
ceeded, in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  they  encountered,  in  paying 
the  duty  on  or  before  December  SO,  the  31st  being  Sunday,  but 
owing  to  the  agglomeration  the  goods  could  not  be  delivered. 

On  January  1  the  new  consumption  tax  on  dry  goods  came 
into  force,  so  the  inspector  demanded  the  tax  on  the  goods  still  in 
the  custom-house  which  were  already  despatched  and  paid  for. 
But  as  no  st-amps  had  up  to  then  been  issued  by  the  Government 
to  the  custom-house,  the  latter  could  not  sell  them  to  the  importer, 
so  the  goods  (in  some  cases  urgently  wanted)  were  retained  in 
the  custom-house,  and  extra  storage,  which  is  a  heavy  item, 
charged  to  the  importer,  who,  besides  missing  the  sale  of  his  goods, 
and  not  to  mention  the  imposition  on  the  stamp  tax  on  goods 
which,  technically  at  least,  were  free  of  the  custom-house,  was 
made  to  pay  for  the  inability  of  the  Government  to  supply  him 
with  the  stamps  it  forced  him  to  buy. 
Robberies  of  Another  disadvantage  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  custom-house 
goods  in  is  the  large  amount  of  robbery  that  takes  place  on  board  the  craft 

transit.  wMch  briugs  the  goods  up  from  Eio  Grande,  owing  to  the  fact 

that  most  of  the  packages,  having  been  opened  in  the  custom- 
house there,  are  no  longer  intact,  and  therefore  afiTord  opportunities 
for  theft  on  the  part  of  dishonest  members  of  the  crew  and  others. 
At  one  time  these  robberies  reached  a  scandalous  pitch,  but  at  last 
the  police  authorities  stepped  in  and  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop 
to  them  in  a  great  measure,  but  losses  and  damage  are  always 
happening  that  would  be  obviated  if  the  cargo  were  landed  at 
Porto  Alegre  instead  of  Rio  Grande. 
Exporto.  As  already  mentioned  the  exports  are  chiefly  to  the  northern 

ports  of  Brazil,  and  according  to  the  table  below,  giving  the  official 
value,  were  about  the  same  as  in  1898,  but  as  prices  generally 
ruled  lower  than  in  that  year  it  is  probable  the  quantities  were 
in  some  cases  rather  larger. 

The  total  official  value  on  which  duties  were  paid  in  Porto 
Alegre  during  1899  amounted  to  21,584,087  milreis  (629,535/.), 
against  22,038,840  milreis  (642,800/.)  in  1898.  The  returns  for 
the  whole  State  for  1899  are  not  yet  obtainable,  but  in  1898  they 
amounted  to  62,583,129  milreis  (1,825,341/.),  as  compared  with 
52,936,225  milreis  (1,543,973/.)  in  1897.  Of  the  former  amount 
the  port  of  Ilio  Grande  contributed  13,844,187  milreis  (403,788/.), 
and  Pelotas  16,619,295  milreis  (484,729/.),  the  balance  being  made 
up  by  the  various  smaller  places  in  the  State. 
The  chief  items  of  export  are  the  following : — 
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Artidee. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

MUreis. 

£ 

Mandioca  flour 

Bushels     .. 

1,138,929 

6,491,258 

189,328 

Lard 

Tons 

1,098 

8,264,525 

95,215 

Black  beans     .. 

Bushels     . . 

881,245 

8,009,896 

90,399 

Ox  and  csow-hides 

Tons 

2,143 

2,869,086 

83,680 

Raw  tobacoo    •  • 

»            •• 

a,767 

1,902,975 

55,503 

Jerked  beef     .. 

If            •  • 

660 

472,011 

13,766 

Leather..         ..         .. 

n               •• 

200 

464,417 

13,545 

Salted  pork      .. 

>»                •• 

678 

488,669 

12,794 

Bgg« 

Dosen 

663,235 

266,221 

7,647 

Canned  meat   •  • 

Tons 

227 

182,514 

5,323 

Beeswax           •  •         •  • 

•»            •  • 

54 

148,843 

4,326 

Leather  saddle-cloths  . 

Bosen 

1,421 

137,607 

4.013 

Ponchos,  woollen,  &c. .  • 

Tons 

12 

99,612 

2,906 

Amendoins  (pea-nuts).  • 

Bushels     ., 

19,100 

98,703 

2.878 

Safety  matches 

•• 

•  • 

59,820 

1,744 

And  many  other  articles  which  are  exported  in  small  quantities 
make  up  the  total.  Formerly  erva  mat^  was  an  important  article 
but  the  trade  has  fallen-ofif  completely,  the  quantity  exported  in 
1899  having  only  been  35^  tons,  of  the  value  of  8,446  milreis 
(246/.). 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  show  the  principal  destinations  of  the 
exports,  given  in  values  only,  particulars  of  the  merchandise  not 
having  been  furnished,  viz. : — 


Other  parts  of  Brazil 
Hamburg  •  • 

New  York 
Antwerp  . . 
English  Channel 
Trieste    .. 
Bremen  .. 


Value. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Milreis. 

£ 

16,760,491 

488,847 

2,622,575 

73,676 

1,540,328 

44,926 

238,624 

6,959 

151,738 

4,425 

149,655 

4,365 

122,199 

8,560 

The  exports  to  Hamburg  consist  chiefly  of  hides  and  tobacco, 
those  to  New  York  being  almost  exclusively  hides. 

No  foreign  vessels  arrived  here  during  1899,  as  they  are  not  Shipping  and 
permitted  to  engage  in  coastwise  traffic,  and  vessels  from  ^^8**^^"- 
foreign  ports  must  discharge  in  Eio  Grande  until  the  custom- 
house here  is  re-opened.  This  law  was  temporarily  relaxed  during 
the  outbreak  of  the  bubonic  plague  at  Santos,  but  only  for  a  short 
time  and  no  British  vessels  entered  or  cleared  at  this  port  No 
statistics  giving  information  of  any  value  concerning  the  shipping 
of  this  port  sxe  available. 
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Railwajs. 


Porto  Alegre 
and  New 
Hamburg 
railway. 


There  is  little  to  note  with  i^egard  to  railways  as  no  changes  of 
importance  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  Porto  Alegre  and  New  Hamburg  Railway  showed  a  slight 
decrease  of  1*87  per  cent,  in  the  gross  receipts  for  the  year,  caused 
no  doubt  by  the  general  depression  and  also  by  the  interruption 
to  tratHc  due  to  the  heavy  floods  in  the  winter,  the  highest  kuown 
for  many  years. 

The  results  of  working  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows : — 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Amoimt. 


Eeceiptfl.         Expenditure. 


Milreifl. 
898,384 
890,295 
882,998 


Milreie. 
375,774 
871,112 
877,609 


Surplu 


Milreis. 

22,610 

19,183 

5,489 


showing  a  gradual  falling-off  which  is  probably  a  fair  reflex  of  the 
state  of  trade  in  general ;  though  the  decrease  in  1899  is  due  in 
part  to  alterations  in  the  trathc  arrangements  at  the  instigation 
r  of  the  Government  which  do  not  appear  to   have  been  very 

successful.  The  greater  expenditure  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the 
increasing  age  of  the  railway,  which  necessitates  larger  renewals, 
and  also  to  the  higher  cost  of  materials  and  the  expenses  incurred 
through  the  floods. 

TWs  railway  has  a  guarantee  from  the  State  Grovernment  of 

7  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  authorised  capital  (less  than  half 

of  what  was  actually  expended)  which  has  fidways  been  punctually 

paid. 

Light  railway.        During  the  year  a  concession*  was  granted  for  the  construction 

»w  Ham-      Qf  a  steam  tramway  or  light  railway  from  New  Hamburg  to 

Tuquam  de      Taquara  de'  Mundo  Novo,  the  centre  of  an  agricultural  population 

Mundo  NoTo.  about  27 J  miles  away. 

This  will  act  as  a  feeder  to  the  Porto  Alegre  and  New  Ham- 
burg Railway,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  place  the  working  of 
the  line  in  that  company's  hands.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  raise 
the  capital  required  locally,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  interested  have  promised  to  take  shares,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  can  find  sutficient  money  for  this  purpose  in  the 
present  scarcity. 
Proposed  The  conccssionnaire  for  making  a  railway  from  the  terminus 

railways.  of  the  Porto  Alegre  and  New  Hambuig  Eailway  to  Caxias  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  successful  in  meeting  with  any  capitalists 
willing  to  take  up  the  concession  on  the  terms  granted  by  the 
State  Government,  and  it  is  very  Unlikely  that  the  railway  will 
ever  be  made  on  such  terms.  The  proposed  railway  (mentioned 
in  last  report)  from  Tupaceratan  to  Sao  Luiz,  connecting  Caxias 

*  'A  notice  of  this  ooncession  was  sent  to  the  Foreign  Office  in  September,  and 
appeared  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  October,  1899. 
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with  several  other  colonies  and  eventually  with  Porto  Alegre  if 
the  extension  of  the  Porto  Alegre  and  New  Hamburg  Eailway  is 
carried  out,  has  now  been  surveyed  and  it  is  said  a  company  with 
a  capital  of  10,000,000  marks  is  being  brought  out  in  Germany  to 
carry  out  the  works.  This  railway  would  undoubtedly  be  a  great 
factor  in  developing  the  magnificent  natural  resources  of  that 
part  of  the  country,  one  of  the  chief  drawbacks  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  State  being  the  want  of  easy  and  rapid  transport. 

According  to  the  accounts  presented  to  the  State  Congress  at  Stat<>  financeB. 
the  annual  session  in  September  last  which  are  only  completed  up 
to  December  31,  1898,  the  revenue  in  that  year  amounted  to 
10,819,718  milreis  (315,575/.)  against  9,635,516  milreis  (281,036/.) 
for  the  previous  year,  showing  an  increase  of  1,184,202  milreis 
(34,539/)  and  an  excess  over  the  Budget  estimate  of  2,279,518 
milreis  (66,485/.). 

The    following    are    some    of    the    principal    items    of    the 
revenue : — 


Export  duties  •  •         •  • 

Itkx  on  transfer  of  property 

„      industries  and  professions 
Spirit  duties  .  •         •  • 

Stamps  

Death  and  legacy  duties 


Amount. 


Currency. 


Milreis. 

4,398,814 

2,040,843 

1,031,546 

496,276 

486,314 

467,961 


Sterling. 


£ 
128,298 
59,610 
30,087 
14,475 
14,185 
13,649 


The  total  expenditure  amounted  to  10,256,696  milreis 
(299,153/.),  showing  a  surplus  of  receipts  over  expenditure  of 
563,022  milreis  (16,422/.). 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  were  as  folloys : — 


Military         ••         • 

PubUc  instruction    •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

CoUection  of  revenue  .  • 

Interest    (including    guarantee    to    Port 

Alegre  and  New  Hamburg  Bailway)    . . 
Public  safety 

„     justice 

Police  . .         .  •         •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Public  works  and  surveys 

„  department    ••         ..         •• 

Lands  and  colonisation        •  •         . .         •  • 

Beduction  of  debt • 

Pensions         

Congress         •• 

State  government      ••         ••         •• 

Q-rants  to  charitable  institutions    • .         •  • 
Public  administration  •• 


Amount. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Milreis. 

£ 

1,639,194 

47,810 

1,306,712 

38,113 

1,291,832 

37,679 

769,426 

22,150 

970,362 

28,301 

743,164 

21,675 

493,123 

14,382 

331,252 

9,661 

253,470 

7,392 

287,211 

8,377 

277,679 

8,099 

164,257 

4,500 

84,839 

2,475 

43,891 

1,280 

253,018 

7,380 

882,686 

11,160 
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The  balance  in  hand  on  December  31, 1898,  amounted  in  cash 
to  884,465  milreis  (25,796/-)  and  200,914  milreis  (5.860/.)  in  the 
hands  of  collectors,  making  a  total  of  1,085,379  milreis  (31,656/.). 

In  the  Treasury  report  the  balance  carried  over  to  1899  was 
given  as  7;400,386  milreis  (215,844/.),  but  in  this  amount  were 
included  5,868,361  milreis  (171,160/.)  in  stamps  (unissued)  and 
442,810  milreis  (12,915/.)  in  deposits  of  securities,  &c.,  which 
cannot  be  considered  actual  assets. 

The  public  debt  (all  internal)  which  stood  at  4,502,000  milreis 
(131,308/.)  on  December  31, 1897,  was  reduced  to  4,165,250  milreis 
(121,486/.)  on  December  31, 1898. 

The  diflferehce  in  the  amount  actually  paid  in  reduction  of  the 
debt  and  the  above  balances  is  due  to  holders  of  bonds  which 
have  been  drawn  for  redemption  not  having  applied  for  the 
money. 

Provision  was  made  for  a  further  reduction  of  the  debt  by 
350,000  mibreis  (10,208/.)  during  1899,  so  that  on  December  31, 
last,  it  should  have  stood  at  3,815,250  milreis  (111,278/.). 
imuiigraiion.  There  was  again  an  increase  of  immigration  into  thii^  State 
during  1899,  the  figures  for  the  last  three  years  being  as 
follows : — 


Tear. 

Number  of 

1897           

189S           

1899           

1,451 
1,606 
1,966 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  nationality,  sex,  condition,  &c. 
Of  the  total  number  194  remained  in  Porto  Al^re,  226  in  Rio 
Grande,  20  in  Pelotas  and  the  remainder,  1,516,  went  to  various 
colonies  in  theJ^interior. 

The  unassisted  immigrants,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table, 
numbered  1,293  against  1,036  in  1898,  showing  that  a  steady 
stream  of  a  good  class  of  immigrants  continues  to  flow  to  this 
State.  Although  the  majority  of  them  are  set  down  as  coming 
from  the  Federal  capital,  this  simply  means  that  was  their  port 
of  arrival  from  Europe,  and  it  is  possible  that  some  of  them  may 
bave  come  out  at  the  expense  of  the  Federal  Government.  There 
are  no  means  of  discriminating  this  from  the  returns.  One  note- 
worthy feature  is  that  24  Brazilians  came  here  as  immigrants  from 
other  parts  of  Brazil,  several  of  them  at  the  expense  of  the  Federal 
Government. 
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Population. 


Public  healih 


Births  and 
deaths. 


Firei. 


During  the  year  392  new  nouses,  chiefly  of  small  dimensions, 
were  built  as  against  478  in  1898,  bringing  the  total  up  to  11,224. 
Of  these  377  were  unoccupied  on  December  31, 1898.  According  to 
these  figures  there  should  be  a  slight  increase  in  population,  but 
both  the  number  of  uninhabited  houses  and  the  falling-off  in 
building  compared  with  former  years  show  that  the  growth  of  the 
city  has  been  checked  to  some  extent. 

Public  health  has  generally  been  satisfactory  during  the  year, 
thougli  at  one  time  there  was  a  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever.  It 
does  not  appear,  however,  to  be  of  such  a  malignant  type  as  its 
congener  in  Europe,  and  recoveries  are  frequent. 

The  births  registered  within  the  municipality  of  Porto  Alegre 
during  the  year  1899  numbered  3,707  against  2,665  in  1898, 
but  this  difference  is  probably  due  more  to  the  registration  having 
been  more  rigorously  carried  out  than  to  so  large  an  actual  increase 
over  1898. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  particulars  obtained : — 


Males 
Females 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Unknown 


Total. 


8,707 


Brazilian  mother  and  father 

„  „  foreign  father 

,,  „       nationality  of  father  unknown. 

Foreign  mother  and  fatber  . . 

„  „  Brazilian  fatber 

„  „      nationality  of  father  unknown    . 

Nationality  of  both  parents  unknown 


3,707 


3,707 


The  proportion  of  white  and  coloured  children  is  not  given. 
The  deaths  numbered  2,344  against  2,246  in  1898,  of  which  1,270 
were  males  and  1,074  females.  The  causes  of  death  are  not 
given,  nor  are  the  ages,  but  a  large  proportion  is  of  very  young 
children.  Assuming  the  population  to  be  100,000  at  which  figure 
it  is  generally  estimated,  this  would  give  a  death-rate  of  about 
23'40  per  1,000  which  is  probably  near  the  mark,  though  no 
census  statistics  are  to  be  had,  and  an  average  of  nine  persons 
to  each  house  seems  rather  high,  but  it  is  not  beyond  the 
possibilities. 

A  report  issued  by  the  chief  of  the  fire  brigade  shows  that  the 
number  of  fires  which  occurred  in  this  city  from  March  31,  1899, 
to  February  28,  1900,  was  28,  or  one  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  sum  insured  on  the  property  was  574,300  milreis 
(16,750/.),  against  11,937,000  milreis  (348,162/.)  in  the  previous 
year.    This  does  not  represent  the  amount  of  the  damage,  but 
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merely  the  insured  value,  and  seems  to  indicate  that  the  fires  took 
place  in  much  smaller  establishments  than  in  1898.  Many  of 
them  were  of  suspicious  origin,  but  it  is  difficult  to  bring  the 
offence  home  and  the  offenders  to  justice.  During  the  year  the 
mimicipality  established  a  special  depot  for  inflammables 
(kerosene,  gunpowder,  &c.)  on  an  island  some  3  miles  away  from 
the  city,  where  all  such  articles  must  be  warehoused,  only  very 
small  quantities  are  now  allowed  to  be  kept  in  stock,  and  this 
has  reduced  considerably  the  risks  of  an  appalling  conflagration, 
as  previously  large  quantities  of  kerosene  and  other  dangerous 
goods  were  stored  in  the  very  heart  of  the  business  quarter  of  the 
city. 

Under  the  auspices  of  tlie  State  Government  an  exhibition  is  State 
to  be  held  here  of  the  natural,  agricultural,  and  industrial  pro-  ®^*"^***^*^- 
ducts,   and   of  the   scientific,  literary,  and  artistic  works  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sol. 

The  exhibition  will  be  inaugurated  on  November  15,  and  will 
remain  open  until  I'ebruary  28  following.  The  exhibits  are 
restricted  to  productions  of  this  State  except  with  regard  to  agri- 
cultural implements  and  machinery,  which  will  be  admitted,  even 
of  foreign  make,  provided  their  use  has  already  been  introduced 
here. 

It  has  also  been  decided  that  implements  not  yet  introduced 
will  be  admitted  "  hors  de  concours." 

Agriculture  being  in  such  a  backward  state  here  advanced 
machinery  would  be  of  no  use,  but  makers  having  correspondents 
here  or  having  connections  with  shipping  houses  to  this  port  might 
perhaps  find  it  worth  while  to  exhibit  through  them  specimens  of 
the  simpler  implements. 

It  is  very  likely  that  the  exhibition  will  afiford  a  good  oppor- 
tunity for  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  business 
capabilities  of  this  State,  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be 
worth  considering  the  advisability  of  sending  out  a  competent 
reporter  on  behalf  of  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  to 
visit  the  exhibition  and  give  them  the  results  of  his  observations 
and  studies. 

No  applications  for  the  Electric  Lighting  and  Power  Concession,  Electric 
notice  of  which  was  published  in  the  "  Board  of  Trade  Journal "  ^^g^^^g  ^^^ 
for  October,  1899,  were  received  by  the  municipal  government.        wncessioii. 

Commercial   travellers   coming  here   are   subject  to  a  tax  as  Commeicial 
follows : —  travellers. 


Travellers  for  commercial  houses  and  factories — 
Established  ouuide  the  Republic 
„        in  the  Republic 
„        in  this  State.  •  •  •  •  •         •  i 


Amount. 


Currency. 


Milreis. 

500 
250 
100 


Sterling. 


£     9, 

15  0 
7  10 
3     0 
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These  taxes  are  paid  even  though  the  traveller  shows  his 
samples  through  the  intermediary  of  a  house  of  business  estab- 
lished in  this  city,  the  latter  in  such  case  being  responsible  for  the 
tax  and  a  fine  of  10  per  cent,  for  infringement.  The  tax  is  not  rigor- 
ously and  uniformly  collected,  though  lately  several  travellers 
have  had  to  pay  it,  and  they  are  always  liable  to  it  more  espe- 
cially if  anyone  denounces  them,  as  sometimes  happens,  for  gene- 
rally they  are  not  looked  upon  with  much  favour ;  the  best  houses 
considering  their  business  is  sometimes  injured  by  the  travellers 
taking  small  orders  from  their  customers,  who  often  pay  their 
foreign  liabilities  with  the  credit  obtained  from  the  larger  import 
houses.  The  payment  of  the  tax  holds  good  for  a  year. 
Chnnanbank.  After  negotiations  extending  over  a  considerable  period  of 
time  the  BrasUianische  Bank  fiir  Deutschland  has  at  length  come 
to  terms  with  the  Federal  Government  regarding  the  conditions 
for  opening  a  branch  in  this  city,  and  has  recently  received  the 
required  permission  to  do  so.  One  of  the  conditions  stipulates 
that  the  concession  remains  in  force  for  four  years  only,  but 
it  may  be  renewed  on  the  expiration  of  that  term.  It  is 
expected  the  new  branch  will  be  opened  very  shortly,  and  it  has 
every  prospect  of  a  prosperous  career  in  view  of  the  influential 
German  element  in  the  trading  community  here. 

Port  Alegre  will  then  possess  four  banks,  the  Banco  da 
Provincia,  the  oldest ;  the  London  and  Brazilian  Bank ;  the 
Banco  do  Commercio,  a  prosperous  concern  established  about  three 
years  ago  ;  and  the  German  Bank. 
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Repoi't  on  the  Trade,  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  Bahia  for  the 

Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Nicolini. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  18,  1900.) 

The  prolonged  and  unprecedented  drought,  from  which  the  Drought. 
State  of  Bahia  has  been  suffering  for  nearly  the  last  two  years, 
has  been  most  detrimental,  and  it  may  even  be  said  ruinous  to  all 
agricultural  industries  during  1899. 

From  about  the  middle  of  1898,  the  drought  continued,  without 
the  slightest  interruption,  until  nearly  the  end  of  1899 ;  small 
rivers,  streams  of  considerable  size,  and  most  of  the  springs  dried 
up,  the  result  being  that  nearly  all  the  cro]")a,  especially  tobacco, 
the  chief  export  of  the  State,  were  greatly  damaged,  and  immense 
numbers  of  cattle  died.  Hundreds  of  human  beings  lost  their 
lives  from  starvation,  and  some  of  the  villages  and  towns  in  the 
interior  are  still  completely  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  many 
of  whom  have  succeeded  in  reaching  the  capital. 

In  November  last  considerable  rain  fell  in  various  districts, 
and  since  that  date  torrential  rains  have  been  experienced  all  over 
the  State,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  crisis  is  now  passed,  and 
the  drought,  which  has  caused  so  much  suffering  and  distress,  has 
at  last  terminated. 

The  prospects  for  the  next  crops  are  very  favourable,  and,  from 
inquiries  made,  they  are  likely  to  be  almost  double  those  of  last 
year,  particularly  coffee,  planters  expecting  that  the  coming  crop 
will  be  the  largest  on  record. 

The  official  value  of  the  produce  exported  from  Bahia  during  Exports, 
the  year  1898  amounted  to  1,925,377/.  (calculated  at  the  average 
exchange  of  the  year,  namely,  7-iV^.).  a  sum  considerably  in  excess 
to  that  of  the  previous  year,  as  will  be  observed  on  reference  to 
Annex  No.  1. 

This  increase  was  due  to  several  causes,  principally  to  the 
tobacco  crop,  which  coming  in  during  the  first  months  of  the  year 
had  not  suffered  from  the  drought,  and,  contrary  to  all  caloulations, 
was  much  larger  than  expected.  The  sum  realised  for  this  produce 
in  1898  was  853,655/.,  as  against  714,339/.  in  1897.  A  gradual 
(617)  A  2 
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rise  in  prices  throughout  the  year  in  cocoa  produced  a  sum  of 
411,193/.,  against  255,197/.  in  1897.  The  value  of  hides  exported 
in  1898  was  71,844/,  and  46,001/.  in  the  preceding  year.  India- 
rubber  also  showed  an  increase  of  15,334/.,  and  the  value  of 
Monazite  sand  exported  in  1898  was  19,064/.  against  4,439/.  in 
1897. 

The  climatic  calamity  from  which  the  State  has  been  suffering 
for  so  long  has,  during  1899,  caused  a  large  falling-off  in 
exports,  as  compared  with  the  year  1898.  The  prolonged  drought 
either  ruined  or  severely  damaged  all  crops,  the  decrease  in 
tobacco  alone  being  no  less  than  264,381  bales.  In  coffee  the 
decrease  was  59,911  bags,  which,  coupled  with  the  great  shrinkage 
in  the  prices  of  this  produce,  at  one  time  threatened  the  complete 
abandonment  of  most  plantations,  as  values  went  even  below  the 
cost  of  picking  and  tmispoit  from  numerous  outlying  districts. 
Many  planters  kept  back  their  coffee,  seeing  that  the  cost  of 
carriage  to  seaboard  exceeded  what  it  would  have  realised  on 
getting  there.  Most  fortunately,  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
prices  gi^eatly  advanced,  and  the  coffee  industry  was  saved. 
During  the  last  three  or  four  months  coffee  lias  shown  a 
constant  increase  in  value,  and  at  present  the  prices  are  some 
50  per  cent,  over  those  realised  during  the  wliole  of  1899. 

In  cocoa  there  is  a  small  increase  of  3,212  bags.  Owing  to  the 
very  satisfactory  returns  obtained,  for  some  time  past,  by  planters 
of  cocoa,  it  is  expected  that  exports  will  soon  be  showing  a  great 
increase,  for  it  is  well  known  that  yearly  many  new  trees  are 
coming  into  bearing. 

Hides  show  the  large  increase  of  57,436,  but  this  must  be 
looked  upon  as  an  actual  loss  to  the  State,  as  it  simply  indicates 
that  numbers  of  cattle  were  dying  in  the  interior  from  want  of 
water. 

As  a  practical  illustration  of  the  severity  of  the  drought  during 
the  last  two  years  and  consequent  mortality  among  the  cattle,  it 
may  be  here  remarked  that  the  export  of  hides  increased  from 
164,628  in  1897  to  336,517  in  1899,  an  excess  of  over  100  per 
cent. 
Indiarubber.  The  export  of  india-rubber  continues  to  augment  yearly,  the 

value  of  this  article  exported  in  1898  being  34,557/.  against  19,223/. 
in  1897.  A  few  remarks  with  reference  to  this  produce  may 
be  of  interest. 

As  it  is  well-known  the  best  rubber  comes  from  Pari  on  the 
Amazon,  the  so-called  seringueira.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
unhealthiness  of  the  districts  in  which  it  grows,  where,  as  a  rule, 
rubber  gatherers  perish  in  a  very  short  time  from  fever,  I 
venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  for 
planters  of  rubber  trees  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  culture  of 
the  mangabeira  and  mani^oba  varieties,  exported  from  Bahia. 
Mangabeira  grows  almost  in  any  soil  in  this  State,  and  flourishes 
in  quantities  in  sandy  districts,  where  absolutely  nothing  else  can 
be  produced. 

In  certain  zones  of  the  interior,  fertile  in  good  rich  red  soil,  the 
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tree  yields  more  than  four  times  the  quantity  of  milk  than  when 
growing  on  sandy  lands.  This  tree,  besides  the  rubber  milk,  yields 
a  most  delicious  fruit  called  Mangaba.  Were  it  not  for  the 
difficulty  in  planting,  this  variety,  which  requires  from  eight  to 
10  years  before  yielding,  would  be  the  rubber  tree  of  the  future. 

Considering,  however,  all  the  circumstances  in  fevour  and 
against  the  foregoing  varieties,  the  mani^oba  tree  shows  many 
advantages  over  the  others  to  make  it  a  commercial  success.  It 
is  easily  planted,  either  from  seeds  or  saplings,  grows  in  six  or 
eight  months  in  any  kind  of  soil  to  a  height  of  6  feet,  and  will 
begin  yielding  a  considerable  quantity  of  milk  in  about  three 
years,  far  more  in  proportion  than  any  other  rubber  tree  in 
existence.  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  a  planter,  who,  on  his 
extensive  property,  has,  during  a  short  time  past,  planted  over 
100,000  mani^oba  rubber  trees,  and  informs  me  that  he  intends 
increasing  his  plantations  to  1,000,000  trees,  with  the  full  con- 
viction that  this  industry,  in  a  few  years,  will  show  extraordinary 
results. 

No  detailed  statistical  information  is  published  or  can  be  Imports, 
obtained  with  reference  to   the  import  trade  of  Bahia,      The 
custom-house  authorities  invariably  state  that  statistics  are  years 
behind  hand  and  cannot  be  furnished. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  1898  was  1,558,670Z. 
at  T^^e^.  exchange,  the  average  rate  of  the  year,  against  969,286/. 
in  1899  at  Tf^.,  thus  showing  the  enormous  decrease  of  589,384i 

This  great  diminution  in  the  importation  of  manufactured 
goods  was  principally  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money,  attributable 
to  the  prolonged  drought;  crops  falling  short,  merchants  could 
not  obtain  payment  from  their  customers  in  the  interior,  all  avail- 
able cash  going  to  pay  for  foodstuff,  which  in  normal  times  was 
produced  in  the  State,  but  has,  for  nearly  two  years  past,  been 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  notably  the  River  Plate.  Trade 
has  throughout  the  year  been  in  a  very  depressed  condition  and 
has  been  greatly  harassed  by  the  constantly  increasing  taxes  and 
very  vexatious  and  onerous  custom-house  regulations. 

The  importation  of  coal  during  the  last  two  years  has  been  as 
follows : — 


Tear. 

Qoantity. 

1808 

1899 

Tone. 
61,866 
41,288 

Decrease 

20,128 

Such  decrease  has  been  partially  due  to  the  smaller  number  of 
steamships  calling  here  on  account  of  stringent  quarantine  regu- 
lations enforced  between  Brazil  and  the  River  Plate,  and  partially 
owing  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  work  in  several  of  the  local 
mills. 
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Railwft7&  The  result  of  the  working  of  the  British  enterprise,  the  Bahia 

and  San  Francisco  Eailway  Company,  for  the  year  1898,  shows  an 
increase  in  the  receipts  of  17,056/.  in  comparison  with  the  year 
1897.  This  excess  is  greatly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  tariffs, 
but,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  traffic  is  also  gradually  increasing. 
In  passengers  there  was  a  small  decline.  During  the  last  six 
months  of  the  year,  when  the  severity  of  the  drought  began  to 
be  felt,  general  merchandise,  live-stock,  and  tobacco  from  the 
interior  showed  a  considerable  falling-off,  which,  however,  was 
compensated  by  the  great  increase  of  traffic  from  Bahia,  chiefly 
by  the  transport  of  rails  for  the  Government  prolongation  line, 
and  the  unusually  large  quantity  of  cereals  carried  for  the  far 
interior. 

The  receipts  of  'the  line  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30, 
1899,  show  a  decrease  of  2,603/.,  and  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  considering  the  excessive  drought  which  prevailed  all  over  the 
State  during  this  period. 

The  Central  Bahia  Bailway,  also  an  English  line,  has  at  present 
197  miles  in  traffic,  and  the  company  hold  the  privilege  for  the 
construction  of  an  additional  203  miles  of  projected  extensions, 
all  completely  surveyed.  The  gauge  of  this  line  is  3  feet  6  inches. 
The  receipts  of  this  line  for  the  year  1899  were  1,153,197|850  reis 
and  the  expenditure  1,312,496|610  reis. 

This  statement,  however,  does  not  show  the  normal  results  of 
the  working  of  the  line,  as,  owing  to  the  intensity  of  the  drought, 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  year  (the  severest  on  record  in 
Bahia)  and  which  for  many  months,  to  a  great  extent,  cut  off 
conmiunication  with  the  districts  in  the  interior,  the  amount  of 
produce  brought  down,  especially  of  tobacco  and  coffee  was  con- 
siderably less  than  one-half  an  ordinary  crop. 

From  the  same  cause  the  passenger  traffic  was  reduced  by 
one- third,  and  timber  and  live-stock  fell  off  in  the  same  proportion 
as  produce.  On  the  other  hand  foodstuffs  such  as  mandioca.  meal, 
beans,  Indian  corn,  &c.,  sent  from  the  port  to  the  interior,  in- 
creased nearly  500  per  cent.,  but  as  this  class  of  goods  is  carried 
at  very  low  rates,  it  did  not  compensate  for  the  deficiency  in  other 
kinds  of  traffic. 

The  following  comparison  of  the  years  1898  and  1899  in  the 
description  of  traffic  above  referred  to,  shows  clearly  the  effects 
of  the  drought : — 


Description. 

1898. 

1899. 

PMsengen,  Ist  claw    . . 

, .  \  Number 

22,424 

16,469 

„         Sndclaas  .. 

•  •  1        t«             •  • 

96,182 

66,347 

Tobacco 

..1  Tons  .. 

17,866 

6,938 

Coffee 

..1      „    .. 

'           4,126 

1,517 

Cereals,  yegetablei^  &e. 

..|      „    ..         .. 

,           4,012 

23,916 

Timber 

•  •  1      t» 

3,224 

1,268 

Cattle 

. .  1  Number 

1 

6,458 

2,673 

The  drought  partially  broke  up  in  Ifovember  last,  and  the 
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current   year's   traffic  promises  to  be   by  far  the  heaviest  ever 
carried  over  this  line. 

The  privilege  for  the  construction  of  the  company's  intended 
extensions  was  granted  by  the  Government  in  1898,  but  work 
was  prevented  by  the  revolution  which  occurred  shortly  after- 
wards, and  by  the  subsequent  heavy  falls  in  the  rate  of  exchange, 
coupled  with  the  uncertainty  produced  by  the  extreme  fluctuations 
in  the  value  of  money.  It  is  now  proposed  to  construct  the  lines 
gradually  by  sections,  and  negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments  for  constructing  a  portion  of 
the  northern  extension  as  far  as  the  town  of  Kosario,  by  means 
of  which  the  fertile  forest  lands  of  Orobo  and  Mundo  Novo,  will 
be  brought  under  cultivation.  The  first  section  of  the  proposed 
southern  extension,  namely,  that  starting  from  the  interior 
terminal  station  of  Machado  Portella,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  taken 
in  hand  without  much  more  delay.  This  will  at  once  bring  into 
closer  connection  with  the  railway  a  number  of  outlying  producing 
centres,  which  are  at  present  unable  to  develop  to  any  extent, 
owing  to  the  great  distances  and  difficulties  of  transport. 

The  export  produce  of  these  regions  is  chiefly  coffee,  but 
cotton,  cocoa,  and  indiarubber  show  promise  of  future  increase. 
Extensive  cattle  farms  exist  all  over  these  districts. 

The  mining  industry  shows  signs  of  revival,  and  a  British  com- 
pany has  begun  to  work  profitably  for  gold  in  the  Eio  de  Contas 
district  Diamonds  are  also  being  worked,  though  on  a  limited 
scale,  in  the  formerly  flourishing  Diamantina  districts  of  Andarahy 
and  LeuQoes. 

As  an  immediate  and  practical  means  of  aiding  the  develop- 
ment of  trade  and  produce  of  the  interior,  this  company  have 
commenced  an  examination  of  the  roads,  or  rather  mule  paths 
connecting  the  more  distant  producing  districts  with  the  stations 
on  the  line,  and  a  beginning  has  already  been  made  of  improve- 
ments, shortening  considerably  certain  of  the  routes,  sinking  for 
water  where  required,  and  otherwise  facilitating  and  cheapening 
the  cost  of  transport.  The  outlay  on  these,  in  the  main,  not 
expensive  works,  is  partly  borne  by  the  State  Government,  and  by 
the  inhabitants  locally  interested.  The  State  Government,  with 
the  same  view,  have  also,  on  their  own  account,  made  or  improved 
tanks  and  natural  reservoirs  of  water  in  several  of  the  districts. 

From  a  glance  at  Annex  3  it  will  be  seen  that  the  tonnage  Shipping, 
of  vessels   of    all    nationalities   trading   to   Bahia  amounted   to 
1,396,989  tons,  a  decrease  of  107,808  tons,  as  compared  with  1898. 
Such  decrease  is  only  observable  in  steamships,  the  tonnage  of 
sailing  vessels  having  varied  but  very  slightly. 

This  diminution  in  tonnage  is  easily  accounted  for.  Owing 
to  the  great  decrease,  both  of  exports  and  imports,  a  number  of 
steamers,  principally  cargo  boats,  did  not  call  at  Bahia  during 
1899,  and  as  regards  British  passenger  vessels,  several  of  the  largest 
steamers  belonging  to  the  Royal  Mail  and  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
Companies,  were  chartered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  for 
transports  carrying,  troops  to  South  Africa. 
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Fr«ight«. 


Besides  the  figures  shown  on  said  Annex,  14,842  tons  of  small 
native  coasting  craft,  barges,  launches,  and  boats  with  passengers 
and  market  produce  entered  the  port  duiing  1899. 

British  sailing  vessels  show  an  increase  of  about  2,000  tons, 
but  this  was  merely  due  to  the  arrival  of  the  "Walter  H. 
Wilson,"  a  ship  of  over  2,000  tons  register,  wliich  put  into 
this  port  on  fire.  Of  these  vessels  30  arrived  with  cargoes  of 
codfish,  five  with  cargoes  of  coal,  eight  with  general  cargoes,  eight 
with  hay  and  maiie,  and  one  with  rice ;  with  the  exception  of  one 
vessel,  loaded  with  manganese  ore  for  the  United  States,  they  all 
cleared  in  ballast. 

The  average  rate  of  freights  from  this  port  to  the  under- 
mentioned places  during  the  year  1899  have  been  as  follows : — 


To- 


Llyerpool. . 
London    . . 
Hambarg. . 
Harre 
Antwerp  .. 
Bonleiuz 
MarsciUes 
Genoa 
Naples     .  • 
liCgborn  .. 
New  York- 


Coffee 


Cocoa 


Average  Rate  of 
Freight 


22«.  6(/. 

80«. 

80  marks 

26  fr. 

26t. 
80  fr. 
80  fr. 
85  fr. 
50  fr. 
45  fr. 


85  c.  and  5% 

to 
50  c.  and  5% 
40  c.  and  5%  1 

to 
55  c.  and  6% . 


per  bag 


Quaiantine.  Since  the  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague  at  Buenos  Ayres,  trade 

and  shipping  have  suflfered  severely  from  the  stringent  quarantine 
regulations  enforced  by  the  sanitary  authorities.  As  an  instance 
of  the  hardships  caused  by  these  most  vexatious  regulations,  I 
may  here  quote  the  case  of  the  Eoyal  Mail  steamer  "  Atrato."  On 
her  arrival  from  Buenos  Ayres  via  Rio,  the  vessel  anchored  in  the 
quarantine  anchorage  several  miles  from  the  port,  and  the  autho- 
rities ordered  the  working  of  the  ship  in  the  following  manner. 
The  agent  alone  was  allowed  to  go  alongside  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  the  necessary  documents,  bills  of  health,  bills  of  lading, 
&c.  The  purser  was  allowed  to  sign  bills  of  lading  for  the  cargo 
shipped,  and  return  same  to  the  agent,  who  had  in  consequence 
to  remain  two  hours  and  a  half  in  an  open  boat  in  a  blazing 
As   a  rule  mail  steamers    are    allowed    to  work    cargo 


sun. 


night  and  day,  but  since  the  declaration  of  the  plague, 
work  was  only  allowed  between  sunrise  and  sxmset,  and 
the  "  Atrato "  was  detained  three  days.  On  the  cargo  being  all 
shipped  the  labourers  from  the  lighters  were  placed  in  a  large 
boat  and  towed  away  to  undergo  quarantine,  although  they  had 
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never  been  on  boar  J  the  veasel.  It  was  origin  illy  inteaJeJ  to 
keep  these  men  10  days  at  Bom  Daspacho,  the  quarantine  hospital, 
but  ovfing  to  a  vessel  putting  into  Bahia  with  yellow  fever  on 
botfrd,  and  the  patients  baing  landed  there,  it  was  impossible  to 
carry  out  this  idea,  and  the  agents  after  great  difficulty  arranged 
accommodation  for  them  at  the  emigrants'  home  at  Montserrat, 
which  was  unoccupied  at  the  time.  It  had  previously  been  agreed 
that  the  sum  of  6  milreis  per  diem  should  be  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  keep,  and  unless  the  company  consented  to  pay 
this  amount,  which  is  most  excessive,  in  view  of  the  fact  th  it  it 
certainly  does  not  cost  more,  even  at  the  highest  estimate,  than 
2  milreis  a  day  to  keep  negro  labourers,  the  steamer  could  not 
have  been  worked. 

The  expense  incurred  by  the  company,  owing  to  these  proceed- 
ings, amounted  to  the  following : — 


Cost  of  dragH  for  disinfecting  lighten        

l/ftboor  for  disinfecting  lighters 

Men's  wages  daring  10  days'  confinement  at  Montflerrat .  • 
Cost  of  men's  keep  at  Montserrat 

Total        


Amount. 


Milreis. 

156 

60 

1,887 

1,620 


8,723 


*  Squiralent  at  present  rate  of  exchange  to  1242.  sterling. 

Owing  to  strong  representations  made  by  the  different  steam- 
ship companies  these  regulations  have  been  considerably  modified, 
insomuch  that  no  labourers  are  allowed  to  go  with  the  lighters,  the 
cargo  being  worked  by  the  vessel's  crews,  and  the  lighters  then 
towed  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  disinfection.  Steamers,  however, 
are  still  only  allowed  to  work  cargo  between  sunrise  and  sunset,  which 
is  a  most  serious  drawback  to  the  agents  of  the  company,  as  they 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  either  keep  the  vessel  over- night, 
or  send  her  straight  to  sea  without  cargo.  It  is  clear  that 
unless  the  vessel  arrives  in  the  early  morning,  it  is  impossible 
to  take  cargo  of  any  gi*eat  amount  unless  the  steamer  is  delayed 
over  24  hours. 

Considerable  fluctuations  in  exchange  have  taken  place  during  Exchange, 
the  last  year.  The  maximum  rate  was  in  July,  when  it  reached 
8^^.  per  milreis,  and  the  minimum  in  March,  when  exchange  fell 
to  6i}d,  the  average  rate  for  the  year  being  7f  Jrf.  per  milreis,  a 
somewhat  better  quotation  than  in  1898,  when  the  average  was 
7tV^  per  milreis.  From  the  commencement  of  this  year  exchange 
has  gradually  risen  from  6f ^.  to  9d.,  and  the  general  opinion  is 
that  it  will  continue  to  rise  owing  to  the  very  favourable  prospects 
of  the  next  crops,  and  the  increased  value  of  cofiee  and  other 
produce.  I  annex  a  table  of  the  average  monthly  exchanges  for 
90  days  bills  on  London  for  last  year  : — 
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Month. 


Avenge 
Kzehange. 


JtDuary 7^* 

Febrmry 7^^ 

Maich          6H 

April           6H 

*U7 m 

Jose ..  7H 

Wj 8^ 

Angnflt        ft^ 

September 7{^ 

October       ..                    7jf 

November 6ff 

Deeconber 0{^ 


Health.  Yellow  fever  broke  out  during  the  first  months  of  the  year, 

|[(radu6Jly  increasing  in  virulence  until  it  assumed  an  epidemic 
form,  and  many  persons  succumbed  from  the  effects  of  this  dis- 
ease, an  English  firm  alone  losing  four  clerks.  The  greatest 
mortality  was,  however,  amongst  Italians  and  Portuguese. 

Considering  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  town,  the  absolute 
disregard  of  the  most  elementary  precautions,  and  the  want  of 
water  for  the  purpose  of  flushing  the  few  drains  that  exist,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  Baliia  is  yearly  visited  by  this 
disease. 

According  to  the  official  report,  the  total  number  of  cases 
during  the  first  six    months  of  the  year  was   284  with    178 
deaths, 
iiuimes.  From   the  official   statistics  published   by  the  Treasury  the 

revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  States  of  Bahia  and  Sergipe  for 
the  last  two  years  have  been  as  follows : — 


Bahia. 


Amoont 

1898. 

1890.» 

1900*. 

Beceipt 
Expenditure 

Reift. 
14J98,447|671 
18,860,862  408 

ReiB. 
1M08,187$412 
18,958,455  825 

BeiB. 
14,890,4491412 
18,901,161  425 

•  Eetimi 

Kted. 

Considering,  however,  the  great  decrease  in  the  exports  during 
1899,  the  duty  on  which  is  the  chief  source  of  the  States  revenue, 
it  is  most  probable  that  the  receipts  for  that  year  will  fall  far 
below  the  estimate : — 
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Amount. 

External          

Internal          

Heis. 
6,781,6001026 
6,938,634  166 

Total 

13,670,284  180 

Sekgipe. 


Beceipti  .. 
Expenditure 


Amount. 


1898. 


Reis. 
2,118.879$666 
2,424,694  983 


1899. 


BeU. 
1,896,819$775 
1,856,819  776 


*  Estimated. 


Public  debt,  1899:  400,000  milreis  owing  to  the  Bauco  da 
Eepublica. 


Annex  1. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port 


of  Bahia  during  the  Year  1898. 


Articles. 

Coflee 

Cocoa     .. 

Tobacco  

„       . .         . . 

»i       •  •         •  ■         •  • 
PiassaTa.. 

ft       •  •         •  •         •  • 

„       nuts     . . 
Hides  (dried  and  salted) 
Sugar  (raw) 
Rote  wood  (logs) 
Brazilwood  (logs) 
Logs  of  sundry  kinds  . . 
Indiarubbcr 
Manganese  ore  . . 
Monazite  sand  . . 
Old  gold  and  silver  coins 
Articles  unspecified     . . 

Total  . . 
„    1897     .. 


Kilos... 

»     •• 

Bales . . 
Rolls  . . 
Mangotes 
Bundles 
Bales . . 
Bags  . . 
Number 
Kilos... 
Number 


Bales . . 
Tons  .. 
Bags  . . 
Packages 


Quantity.         Official  Value. 


18,740,820 

8,880,600 

426,498 

6,658 

4,198 

65,880 

17,000 

16,674 

270,081 

6,097,700 

6,262 

4£8 

6,903 

3,368 

1,641 

3,868 

13 


882,127 
411,193 

863,655 

27,177 

2,425 
71,844 
63,429 

6,531 

34,667 
869 

19,064 
292 

62,214 


1,925,877 

1,511»,930 
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Annex  2. — Taijle  showing  Quantities  of  Principal  Articles  of 
Export  from  the  Port  of  Bahia  during  the  Year  1899. 


ArMcles. 


Coffee 
Cocca 
Tobacco 


Piaaaara 


Quantity. 


KiloH.. . 


Palm  nuta  •  •         .  •         , 
Hidea  (dried  and  Baited)  . 
Bobewood    .. 
.  Brazilwood  . . 
LogB  of  aandry  kinds 
Indiarubber 
Manganese  ore 
Mooazite  sands 
Old  gold  and  silver  coins 
Whale  oil 


Bales.. 

Rolls.. 

Mangotes 

Bandies 

Ba1e«  . . 

Bags  .. 

Number 

liOgS  .. 


BaleH.. 
Tons  .. 
Bags  .. 
Packages 
Barrels 


I 


14,908,5('0 

0,185,160 

162,117 

20 

8,«77 

49,366 

21,818 

7,989 

886,617 

2,121 

2,856 

2,988 

2,784 

5,846 

5,238 

19 

2,047 


Note. — Official  statistics  are  nob  publiihdd  ontil  June  or  July  ;  these  figures 
hare  baen  obtained  from  private  sources,  and  [  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  quite  correct 

Annex  3. — Table  showing  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Steam, 
Sailing,  and  Coasting  Vessels  Entering  and  Clearing  the  Port 
of  Bahia  during  the  Year  1899. 

Steam. 


Nationality. 


Number 
of  Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Aus!  ro-Hungarian 
Belgian  . . 
Brazilian . . 
Hritiah  . . 
Fn  nch  . . 
Geimati  ..  .. 
lt::lirn      ..  •• 

Puilugue?e 

Totals 


14 

31 
353 
lt?8 

71 

117 

3 

18 


775 


21,042 

62,450 

247,329 

400,325 

288,946 

256,452 

4,'i76 

41,i:60 


1,322,779 
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Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tounage. 

Brazilian 

British     .. 

German 

Portuguese         

United  States 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 
Spanish  . . 

Dauiah 

Itussian   * .         . .         . . 

Total 

43 
52 

4 
19 
48 

3 

7,667 

20.298 

752 

1,926 

10,622 

28,006 

1,822 

901 

2,231 

179 

74.210 

Coasting. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Brazilian 

745 

14,842 
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Report  on  tlie  Trade,  &c,,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mn.  Acting  Consul-General  Ehind. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  18,  1900.) 

Contrary  to  the  general  expectation,  inspired  by  the  anticipated  General 
benefits  derivable  from  the  funding  scheme  of  the  Brazilian  foreign  ^T^^T  ^^  ^^^® 
debt,  the  trade  of  Eio  de  Janeiro,  during  the  year  1899,  showed  ^  "* 
no  advance,   but  a  decided  decline,  as    compared  with  that   of 
1898. 

The  value  of  the  milreis,  which,  at  the  opening  of  the  year, 
was  quoted  at  7f  rf.,  fluctuated  downwards  to  an  extreme  of  6|^. 
(in  March)  and  upwards  (in  July)  to  8^^.  as  its  highest  point. 

The  average  rate  for  the  year  is  given  as  7"42rf. — that  for  1898 
being  stated  as  7'20d.  per  milreis. 

Exchange,  therefore,  did  not  prove  a  factor  capable  of  giving 
an  impulse  to  commerce,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  community  continued  enfeebled  by  the  prevailing 
depression  of  the  value  of  coffee,  the  nation's  one  great  element  Value  of 
of  wealth.  ^*®®- 

It  is  true  that  the  price  of  this  production  improved  during 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  but  the  rise  set  in  too  late  to  be 
of  much  benefit  to  the  generality  of  planters. 

In  attempting  a  valuation  of  the  commercial  movement  of  the  Estimated 
country  there  is  still  to  deplore  the  deficiency  of  ofl&cial  statistics,  vftl«®»  <>' 
but  the  exports  have  been  estimated  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  f^^rte  **'^ 
at  about  24,500,000^.,  and  the  imports  have  been  represented  as 
not  exceedincj  18,000,000/.,  but  probably  they  amount  to  not  less 
than  20,000,000Z. 

For  the  preceding  year  the  calculations  formed  were  ^ — Exports, 
27,442,450/. ;  imports,  24,486,000/. 

The  Rio  customs  have,  however,  now  organised  statistics  of  the 
import  trade  of  this  port,  and  those  relating  to  the  year  under 
revision  are  reproduced  in  Annex  A. 

From  this  return  it  would  appear  that  of  the  total  value  of  Poeitioa  hehi 
merchandise  imported  into  Eio  more  than  40  per  cent,  was  derived  ^f^^'**" 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  which  were  thus  at  the  head 
of  the  list  of  foreign  suppliers,  the  second  place  being  held  by 
Germany  with  less  than  11  per  cent.,  followed  closely  by  France. 

As  compared  with  1898,  local  imports  during  1899  appear  to 
(620)  A.  2 
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have  shrunk  to  the  extent  of  10,730,915  milreis;  British  alone 
having  decUned  by  3,830,915  milreiB. 

According  to  British  returns  our  exports  to  all  Brazil  in  1899 
amounted  to  5,424,000/.,  against  6,196,000/.  in  1898 ;  our  imports 
from  this  country  during  the  same  periods  being  3,950,000/. 
and  4,602,000/.  respectively. 

The  return  issued  here  is  probably  far  from  being  an  exact 
index  of  the  real  trade  of  the  respective  countries  with  this  port, 
as  the  entries  are  discriminated  simply  according  to  the  ports  of 
shipment,  which  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  country  of  origin, 
many  British  productions  being  doubtless  sent  to  Continental 
ports,  and  Continental  goods  often  finding  their  way  to  British 
ports,  for  transhipment  to  Rio;  nevertheless,  the  particulars  given 
may  be  taken  as  sufficiently  precise  for  establishing  a  basis  for 
general  comparisons. 

We  may  hope  to  have,  in  future,  more  reliable  data,  at  least 
as  regards  imports,  a  Commercial  Statistical  Department  having 
lately  been  formed  by  the  Grovernment  for  the  express  purpose 
of  dealing  with  the  subject. 

Annex  B,  which  records  the  entries  of  packages  containing 
textile  fabrics  at  the  port  during  the  last  four  years,  presents 
impressive  testimony  of  the  diminishing  movement  in  importation 
of  this  class  of  merchandise,  in  which  British  interests  are  so 
especially  concerned. 

In  this  connection,  however,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
decrease  is  owing  as  much  to  the  State  protection  extended  to 
local  factories,  in  the  form  of  prohibitive  duties  on  foreign  goods, 
as  to  economic  considerations. 

In  view  of  the  diminution  of  imports,  and  the  fact  that  public 
revenue  has  been  chiefly  derived  from  the  duties  leviable  on  this 
branch  of  commerce,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  finances  of  the 
countiy  had  also  suffered,  but  we  are  assured  that  such  is  not 
the  case.  On  the  contrary  it  is  asserted  that  they  have  much 
improved,  the  falling-off  in  bulk  of  imports  having  been  com- 
pensated, in  a  financial  sense,  partly  by  the  increase  in  duties 
resulting  from  advanced  rates  and  from  their  tenth  part  being 
collected  on  a  gold  basis,  and  partly  by  the  growth  in  consump- 
tion taxes  and  in  other  items  of  inland  revenue. 

The  customs  receipts  of  the  country  during  1899,  reducing 
the  gold  percentage  to  paper  at  the  average  rate  of  exchange 
(7t^2.),  are  reported  to  amount  to  271,203,228  milreis,  being  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  on  those  of  1898,  while  the  consumption 
dues  are  said  to  have  yielded  24,344,341  milreis,  or  some  68  per 
cent,  more  than  had  been  estimated. 

As  to  future  prospects  the  Government  appears  to  regard 
them  as  highly  satisfactory  from  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  apparently 
anticipating  much  increased  revenue  from  the  extended  application 
of  consumption  dues,  which  are  levied  on  foreign  and  domestic 
articles  ahke,  and  which  are  now  being  applied  to  textile  fabrics, 
hats,  umbrellas,  and  walking  sticks,  in  addition  to  the  other 
articles  which  were  in  1899  already  subject  to  the  tax. 
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If,  however,  the  public  Treasury  is  satisfactorily  provided  for, 
the  immediate  outlook  for  commercial  interests  is  far  from  pre- 
senting an  equally  promising  aspect.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  people  are  feeling  severely  the  effects  of  the  heavy  taxation, 
and  merchants  are  apprehensive  that  it  may  lead  to  commercial 
disaster. 

Official  utterances,  published  in  1898,  had  given  rise  to  the 
hope  that  the  customs  tariff  was  about  to  be  modified,  with  some 
recognition  of  the  principle  involved  in  importing  what  could 
be  lx)ught  abroad  at  less  cost  than  that  necessary  for  its  pro- 
duction in  the  country.  During  1898  a  somewhat  modified  tariff 
did  prevail,  and  an  increase  in  imports  was  noticeable  in  the 
articles  then  subjected  to  less  prohibitive  rates,  but  the  increase 
was  not  sufficient  to  maintain  revenue  at  the  previous  level.  In 
1899,  therefore,  the  system  was  reversed  and  duties  were  increased 
some  25  per  cent,  by  collecting  a  tenth  of  the  amount  on  a  gold 
basis. 

This  measure,  in  conjimction  with  the  diminished  means  of 
the  people,  at  least  of  those  outside  the  rubber-producing  districts, 
led  to  the  appreciable  diminution  in  imports  which  I  have  already 
referred  to.  And,  if  such  was  the  result  when  the  increase  of 
duties  was  limited  to  some  25  per  cent.,  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
say  that  a  more  pronounced  effect  in  the  same  direction  has  been 
produced  by  advancing  that  increase  to  35  per  cent.,  which  is 
practically  what  happened  when,  at  the  beginning  of  1900,  the 
percentage  of  duties  payable  in  gold  was  raised  to  15  per  cent, 
(allowing  for  an  exchange  of  8rf.  per  milreis),  and  simultaneously 
increasing,  in  a  very  high  ratio,  the  rates  of  taxation  for  many 
commodities. 

Both  importers  and  dealers  are  completely  discouraged,  and 
many  of  the  former  have  even  decided  to  discontinue  holding 
stock,  at  least  until  the  situation  becomes  more  defined. 

Unfortunately  commercial  failures,  involving  heavy  responsi- 
bilities, have  lately  been  unusually  numerous,  and  merchants 
complain  that  the  present  bankruptcy  legislation  can  be  so 
manipulated  as  to  greatly  facilitate  settlements  on  the  part 
of  unscnipulous  debtors. 

There  is  also  much  dissatisfaction  with  the  way  in  which 
classifications  of  goods  are  abruptly  and  arbitrarily  altered  by 
customs  officials,  leading,  sometimes,  to  unmerited  fines,  and 
always,  when  contested,  to  loss  of  time,  loss  of  interest  on  capital 
by  detention  of  goods,  and  very  often  to  loss  by  deterioration  of 
merchandise  or  by  inability  to  fulfil  contracts  of  sale  from  non- 
delivery of  goods  by  the  customs. 

These  are  all  very  unpromising  features,  and,  were  they  to 
become  permanent,  little  encouragement  could  be  given  for  the 
continuation  of  British  interest  in  the  market.  But  the  situation 
would  soon  change  for  the  better  under  the  influence  of  a  higher 
exchange  and  a  greater  measure  of  domestic  prosperity,  even- 
tualities which  it  is  not  altogether  unreasonable  to  hope  for  in  the 
future. 
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It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  on  entering  ofBce,  the  present 
Government  frankly  declared  that  one  of  the  foremost  objects 
of  their  financial  policy  was  to  be  the  promoting  of  a  higher 
valuation  of  the  national  cuiTency,  and,  in  advancement  of  that 
scheme,  they  have  probably  felt  it  indispensable  to  heighten 
the  effect  obtainable  from  the  measures  taken  to  curtail  a 
redundant  paper  currency  by  discouraging  the  importation  of 
foreign  commodities,  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  commer- 
cial indebtedness  of  the  country  and  the  attendant  demand  for 
exchange  on  foreign  markets. 

Hence  the  high  duties  and  other  contemplated  measures  cal- 
culated to  obstruct  import  trade,  such  as  the  exaction  of  Consular 
invoices  with  apparently  impracticable  formalities,  and  the 
prohibition  of  the  use  of  trade  or  other  marks,  stamps,  or  labels 
containing  any  Portuguese  lettering,  except  in  the  case  of 
merchandise  from  Portuguese  countries.  I  may  take  the  oppor- 
tunity to  remark  that  these  enactments  have  not  yet  been 
enforced,  and  when  they  are  no  doubt  the  protection  warranted 
under  the  Brazilian  law  will  not  be  refused  to  trade-marks  already 
officially  registered. 

Granted,  however,  that  these  discouraging  influences  at  present 
exist,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  not  the  outcome  of 
a  permanent  policy,,  and  that  they  may  be  removed  as  soon  as 
they  have  achieved  the  object  aimed  at;  although  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  protection,  to  some  extent,  will  long  continue  to 
be  afforded  to  local  industries,  in  just  consideration  of  both 
natives  and  foreigners  who  have  been  induced  to  employ  capital 
in  their  advancement  under  a  protective  system. 

The  mere  necessity  of  providing  funds  for  administrative  pur- 
poses must  beget  a  more  equitable  treatment  for  foreign  goods,  for, 
as  national  supplies  are,  after  all,  limited  in  quantity,  they  would 
have  to  be  taxed  beyond  all  practical  measure  to  make  them 
yield  revenue  commensurate  with  that  lost  by  the  stoppage  of 
imports. 

In  any  case  it  must  be  seen  that  this  policy,  while  no  doubt 
giving  a  great  advantage  at  present  to  the  local  manufacturer, 
must,  in  time,  produce  the  natural  reaction  in  favour  of  the  foreign 
producer,  that  is,  as  soon  as  exchange  becomes  steady  on  a  some- 
what higher  rate.  It  has  now  been  for  some  time  above  8rf.,  and  this 
improvement  places  imported  goods,  of  the  non-protected  descrip- 
tions at  least,  on  a  better  looting  than  they  were  before  the 
adoption  of  the  funding  scheme,  when  the  rate  was  5|rf.,  notwith- 
standing the  heavier  duties  now  paid ;  and  were  there  more  money 
to  spend  in  the  country,  it  is  likely  that  imports  of  these  articles 
would  at  once  revive. 

One  of  our  leading  importers  calculates  that,  with  an  exchange 
of  lOd.y  even  British  cotton  fabrics  will  again  be  able  to  compete 
with  the  protected  native  productions,  so  that  the  situation  would 
not  appear  to  be  by  any  means  hopeless,  particularly  when  we  take 
into  account  the  rise  in  the  value  of  coffee. 

It  is  true  that  -^  loner  course  of  prosperity  will  be  necessary  to 
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permit  of  the  liquidation  of  the  heavy  arrears,  which  probably 
the  majority  of  planters  have  accumulated  during  the  recent  bad 
times.  In  short,  the  spending  power  of  the  community  will 
doubtless  continue  impaired  for  some  considerable  time,  and  1  Reatrioted 
am,  therefore,  far  from  advocating  anything  but  restricted  and  J^^nj^n^od^ 
cautious  trading  in  the  immediate  future,  while  I  would  earnestly 
exhort  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  keep  themselves  well 
informed  of  the  varying  phases  and  requirements  of  the  market, 
so  as  to  be  fully  in  the  stream  when  the  tide  of  prosperity  turns 
again  on  the  flood. 

I  have  been  led  to  express  my  impressions  on  the  prospects  of 
better  trade  with  considerable  fulness,  having  noticed  something 
very  like  despondency  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  merchants,  and 
a  disposition  to  abandon  all  interest  in  the  import  trade. 

British  enterprise  has  been  essentially  the  pioneer  of  commerce, 
industries,  and  public  works  in  this  country,  and  it  would  be 
deplorable  were  we  to  lose  our  leading  position. 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  for  some  time  there  has  been  a  Decrease  in 
tendency  towards  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  British  local  n>™^ber  of 
firms,  and  it  is  thought  that  their  disappearance  cannot  in  any  ^^^^   "  "  ^ 
way  favour  an  expansion  in  the  consumption  of  British  manufac- 
tures.    It  is  not  felt  that  there  is  yet  any  serious  displacement  of 
the  volume  of  our  trade,  although  the  channels  of  distribution  are 
being  altered.      For  instance,   Belgian,   Swiss,  and  particularly 
German  firms  now  take  an  important  part  in  the  distribution  of 
British  productions,  and  one  of  our  leading  merchants  mentioned 
the  curious  fact  that,  in  some  Manchester  goods,  German  importers 
are  able  to  undersell  their  British  competitors. 

Considering  that  Continental  firms  dealing  in  British  articles  Continental 
have  almost  invariably  branch  houses  in  the  districts  of  supply,  it  competition, 
would  be  thought  that  this  would  entail  such  extra  expense  as  to 
render  successful  competition  with  their  British  rivals  in  their 
own  goods  impossible.  Whether  these  merchants  sacrifice  some 
goods  to  attract  custom,  compensating  the  loss  by  propor- 
tionately larger  profits  in  other  specialities  (facilitated,  perhaps, 
by  lower  freights  from  Continental  ports,  and  fuller  and  cheaper 
assistance  from  bankers  in  the  matter  of  credits  and  advances) 
my  informant  could  not  say,  but  the  mdtter  appears  interesting 
enough  to  merit  very  careful  scrutiny. 

As  a  means  to  furthering  the  better  representation  of  British  Need  of  a 
commercial  interests  here,  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  revive  local  British 
the  suggestion  of  establishing  a  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Chamber  of 
Eio.     Questions  of  general  interest  are  constantly  arising,  in  which    ®'"°^®' 
it  would  be  of  advantage  to  have  the  collective  opinion  of  mer- 
chants; and  their  incorporation  into   an   association,  with  some 
special  place  of  meeting,  would  greatly  facilitate  consultations, 
the  transmission  of  manufacturers'  and  shippers'  proposals,  and 
the  exhibition  of  catalogues,  samples,  &c.    The  French  community 
have  lately  adopted  with  alacrity  a  proposal  to  establish  such 
a  Chamber  for  the  benefit  of  French  commerce  with  Brazil. 

In  Annex  C  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  monthly  fluctua-  Exchange. 
(620)  A  4  Bates  during 
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1899,  and  for  tions  of  exchange  on  London  during  the  year  under  review,  while  in 
last  10  years.   Annex  D  are  tabulated  the  rates  which  have  ruled  between  Rio 

and  London  during  the  past  10  }eai'8. 
Eifecta  of  It  is  to  be  regretted   that  speculation  still  remains  a  pro- 

apecuUfcion.  mingnt  feature  of  the  exchange  market.  Indications  are  not 
wanting  that  this  influence  could  be  greatly  controlled  by  the 
banks,  but,  as  no  doubt  greater  profits  are  made,  directly  or 
indirectly,  out  of  speculation  than  out  of  routine  trade,  the  system 
continues  to  be  supported  to  the  detriment  of  purely  legitimate 
business. 
Effect  of  The  effect  of  the  funding  scheme  on  the  course  of  exchange 

funding  j^^g  naturally  been   a  subject  of  primary  interest,  and,  if  the 

exchMige."       results  hoped  for  have  not  been  fully  realised,  it  cannot  be  said, 
nevertheless,  that  the  scheme  has  been  ineffectual 

It  will  be  remembered  that  when  it  was  put  in  operation,  in 
June,  1898,  the  rate  was  5|rf.  per  milreis.     It  has  now  (May  1, 
11)00)  continued  for  some  time  above  Srf.,  and  the  benefit  thus 
secured  to  Government  and  to  commerce  must  have  been  of  no 
small  value. 
Withdrawal  *        The  stipulation  for  withdrawal  of  a  proportion  of  the  paper 
of  paper         cuiTcncy  has  been   strictly  complied  with,  and   even  exceeded, 
currency.        ^,j^^  amount  in  circulation,  which,  on  December  31,  1898,  was 
785,941,758   milreis   was,   on   December    31,    1899,  reduced    to 
73:5,727,153  milreis.     I  understand  that  about  55,000,000  mili-eis 
in  all  has  been  burnt  up  to  the  present  time  (May  1,  1900).* 
Quotationa  of        T^®  quotations  of  the  fimding  loan  seem  to  have  been  satis- 
funding  factorily  sustained,  having  improved  from  the  price  of  July,  1898, 
bonds.  78  to  91  per  cent,  in  May  and  June,  although  they  have  now 

receded  to  85  per  cent.f 

Currency  -^7  ^^V  ^^  aftofding  further  provision  for  improving  the  valua- 

redemption     tion  of  the  Currency,  two  funds  have  been  established  by  Parlia- 

and  guarantee  mentary  Decree,  the  one   to  be   applied  to  the  redemption   of 

funds.  currency  and  the  other  to  serve  as  a  guarantee  for  the  paper 

remaining  in   circulation.      Perhaps   the   most  important  of  the 

items  contributing  to  the  guarantee  fund  is  that  constituted  by 

the  appropriation  of  5  per  cent,  of  the  import  duties  payable  in 

gold.   This  fund  is  to  be  deposited  with  a  banking  establishment  in 

London,  and  it  is  said   that  some  important  remittances  have 

already  gone  forward  on  this  account. 

It  is  also  understood  that  considerable  sums  for  this  guarantee 
fund  are  being  provided  by  the  conversion  and  appropriation  of 
the  Uruguayan  debt — ^some  700,000/. — and  by  an  adjustment  with 
the  Banco  da  Republica,  by  which  this  establishment  settles  its  re- 
sponsibilities to  the  Government,  amounting  to  186,000,000  milreis 
by  a  payment  of  50,000,000  milreis,  being  25,000,000  milreis  at  sight 
at  the  rate  of  8d,  per  milreis  for  sterling  payments,  and  an  equal 
amount  in  four  instalments  at  intervals  of  six  months. 

*  Maj  26.  It  appears  that  the  paper  currency  in  circulation  haa  been  reduced 
to  712,698,883  milreia. 

t  May  26.    Present  quotation  of  funding  loan  ia  88  per  cent. 
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Another   important    clause  of    the    decree  treating  of    these  Gkvernment 
matters  is  that  revoking  the  powers  of  issuing  currency  conceded  powers  of 
to  Government  by  previous  legislation.  *"^®  reTok«d* 

The  national  finances  being  naturally,  at  the  present  juncture,  Treaaurj 
a  subject  of  primary  interest  to  holders  of  Government  bonds  and  balance  for 
raQway  securities,  more  than  usual  anxiety  has  been  displayed  in  ^®®^- 
ascertaining  the  position  likely  to  be  revealed  by  the  Treasury 
account  for  the  year  1899.     On  this  subject  a  local  paper,  "  A 
Noticia,"  published  on  March  3  a  statement  based  partly  on  verified 
results,  and  partly  on  calculation,  in  which  is  anticipated  a  net 
surplus  balance  of  revenue  over  expenditure  to  the  amount  of 
12,050,292  milreis  (paper),  and  it  is  alleged  that  the  calculations 
have  been  computed  with  such  moderation   that  even  a  more 
flattering    result    may   be  established  on    the  final    closing    of 
accounts. 

In  the  interests  of  trade  generally  it  is  to  be  devoutly  hoped 
that  this  forecast  may  be  fully  realised,  and  that  it  may  render 
feasible  some  direct  or  indirect  relief  in  the  heavy  fiscal  contri- 
butions at  present  demanded  from  the  community. 

The  Budget  Law  for  1900  provides  for  a  revenue  of  312,958,000  Budget  Law 
milreis  (paper),  of  which  23,920,000  milreis  is  to  be  carried  to  the  ^^^  ^^^^• 
currency  redemption    fund,   and    53,975,543    milreis    (gold),   of 
which  sum  9,026,667  milreis   is    to  be  applied  to  the  currency 
guarantee  fund. 

The  expenditure  is  estimated  at  263,162,276  milreis  (paper), 
and  36,973,646  milreis  (gold). 

During  the  year  rumours  have  been  rife  as  to  the  progress  of 
negotiatipns  in  London  regarding  transactions  affecting  certain 
railway  and  tramway  enterprises,  which,  if  realised,  would  pro- 
bably have  brought  considerable  capital  into  the  country,  and 
helped  to  improve  exchange,  but  these  transactions  had  to  be 
postponed. 

It  had  been  expected  that  the  benefit  of  the  funding  scheme 
would  be  felt  to  its  fullest  measure  during  the  present  year,  when 
certain  Government  obligations,  still  continuing  during  1899,  cease 
to  exist.  The  effect  of  this  relief,  however,  has,  it  appears,  been 
neutralised  by  the  provision  of  the  Budget  Law  augmenting  by 
5  per  cent,  the  proportion  of  import  duties  payable  in  gold,  which 
really  means  that  the  Government,  through  importers,  wQl  be 
buyers  of  an  increased  value  of  exchange  to  that  amount 

There  seems,  nevertheless,  to  be  a  general  expectation  of  rather 
better  rates,  and  among  the  factors  recognisable  as  likely  to 
promote  such  an  improvement,  besides  those  already  referred  to, 
are: — 

1.  The  rise  in  value  of  coflFee,  although  it  could  be  wished  that 
the  basis  of  calculation  respecting  the  prospects  of  this  commodity 
were  more  reliable. 

2.  Expansion  of  the  production  of  cereal  crops  in  the  country, 
and  the  relative  reduction  in  the  purchases  of  such  products 
from  abroad. 

3.  Betrenchment  in  imports  generally. 
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Frobabilities 
of  resumption 
of  gold 
paymenta  in 
1901. 


Founding  of 
Danque  Beige 
^le  Pi-^ts 
I'onciera. 


Creation  of 
new  Italian 
bank. 


British 
imports. 


Differential 
tariffs. 


The  question  is  always  with  us:  "Will  the  Government  be 
able,  in  July,  1901,  to  resume  payments  in  gold  of  interest  on 
foreign  loan  and  railway  guarantees  ? " 

There  is  no  doubt  that  every  effort  will  be  strained  to  that 
end,  but  as  these  services  will  absorb  about  4,000,000/.  per  annum, 
it  is  feared  that  on  the  increased  demand  for  exchange,  resulting 
from  these  requirements,  such  a  fall  in  the  rate  may  ensue  as  may 
render  the  maintenance  of  gold  payments  impossible,  unless  there 
be,  in  the  meantime,  a  much  further  advance  on  the  prevailing 
rate,  and  a  very  material  improvement  in  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  or  unless  the  fiscal  measures  already  introduced  be  sup- 
plemented by  seme  further  operation  for  lightening  the  national 
obligations.  The  means  for  such  a  transaction  are  provided  by  the 
authority  vested  in  the  executive  by  Congress  to  dispose  of  the 
Central  Eailway.  In  his  address  to  the  Chambers,  in  May,  1899, 
the  President  stated  that  this  authority  would  be  used  only  to 
obtain  results  w^hich  would  have  a  decisive  influence  on  the 
financial  situation,  and  it  may  well  be  that,  in  so  expressing 
himself,  the  President  had  in  mind  the  possible  occurrence  of 
such  a  conjuncture  as  is  here  contemplated.* 

Advices  have  been  received  of  the  founding  in  Antwerp,  in 
January  last,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Banque  d'Anvers,  of  the 
"  Bamiue  Beige  do  Prets  Fonciers."  As  indicated  by  tlie  title,  ii 
is  a  moit^a^re  bank,  and  the  capital  is  12,000,000  fr.,  of  which 
6,000,000  fr.  are  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  Rio  branch. 
The  loans  of  this  establishment  are  to  be  made  on  a  sterling 
base,  but  in  paper  currency  at  the  exchange  ruling  at  the  time. 
Payment  of  interest  and  redemptions  will  be  effected  on  the  same 
system. 

It  is  also  announced  that  an  Italian  bank  will  shortly  be 
created  at  Rio  with  a  capital  of  5,000,000  lire.  This  bank  will 
have  agencies  throughout  the  country  wherever  Italian  colonists 
are  congregated.  It  may  prove  of  great  utility  to  Brazil  should 
it  induce  these  colonists,  as  it  is  hoped,  to  deposit  their  savings 
for  retention  and  employment  in  the  country.  Hitherto  they 
have  been  sent  promptly  to  Europe,  and  Brazilian  financiers 
have  calculated  that  from  this  source  some  40,000  to  50,000 
contos  of  reis  leave  the  Republic  every  year. 

The  details  given  in  Annex  A  afford  a  sufficiently  clear  idea  of 
the  position  held  in  this  market  by  British  manufacturers  in  com- 
parison with  those  of  other  countries,  but  it  is  proper  to  remark 
that  the  real  values  are  very  different  from  those  given  in  this 
table  as  official  values,  the  latter  being  calculated  on  a  system 
designed  to  yield  certain  rates  of  warehouse  rent,  and  other  inci- 
dental charges,  on  a  scale  favourable  to  public  revenue  rather  than 
to  correct  statistical  details.  The  real  values  would  probably 
be  much  lower  than  the  official. 

The  Budget  La,w  for  1900  having  provided  for  the  institution 
of  a  differential  import  tariff,  to  be  put  in  operation  in  advance- 

*  Maj  26.  Since  the  foregoing  was  written  the  FreBident  of  the  Bepublic  baa 
publicly  declared  that  gold  payments  wiU  be  reBumed  in  July,  1901. 
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ment  of  thia  country's  export  interests,  a  tariff  has  been  organised 
by  which  the  productions  of  countries  taxing  Brazilian  coffees  at 
rates  considered  unreasonably  high,  shall  pay  duties  heavier  by  50 
per  cent,  than  those  proceeding  from  countries  receiving  Brazilian 
products  on  the  looting  of  those  of  the  mosc-favoured-nation. 

France  and  Italy,  in  particular,  are  considered  to  overtax 
Brazilian  coffee— the  duty  in  the  former  country  being  156  fr., 
and  in  the  latter,  150  lire  per  100  kilos. — and  the  prospect  of  the 
enhanced  tariff  being  applied  to  their  productions  has  led  to  nego- 
tiations with  the  object,  on  the  part  of  Brazil,  of  obtaining  a 
reduction  of  80  per  cent,  in  the  existing  rates. 

The  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  which  admits  coffee 
quite  free  of  duty,  have  expressed  a  wish  to  re2eive  from  Brazil 
some  recipocal  advantage  in  favour  of  their  exports. 

Ccmsidering  iiow  greatly  the  final  issue  of  the  question  may 
afi'ect  the  course  of  trade,  the  progress  of  the  negotiations,  which 
are  still  proceeding,  should  be  followed  by  British  exporters  with 
lively  interest. 

I  should  like  to  be  able  to  give  here  a  clear  exposition  of  what 
is  required  of   foreign    exporters    in    connection   with    Consular 
invoices  when  sliipping  goods  to  Brazil,  but  the  regulations  are  Regulations 
not  yet  definitely  scheduled.  ^  ^,  Consular 

In  Annex  E  will  bo  found  particulars  of  (entries  and  prices  of  *°^°**^®"- 
produce,  marine  stores,  and  general  rough  merchandise  during  the  h^rted.     * 
year  1899.  ^ 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  collect  special  information 
for  the  guidance  of  manufacturers  in  connection  with  the  great 
bulk  of  imports,  but  the  result  of  such  success  as  has  attended 
my  endeavours  in  this  direction  is  set  forth  in  tlie  following 
remarks : — 

With  regard  to  hardwares  and  builders'  ironmongery  generally,  Hardwares, 
the  market  seems  to  have  a  decided  predilection  for  low-priced  ^• 
goods,  good  (iuality  being  insisted  on  only  in  dealing  with  tools  of 
certain  marks,  which  have  become  so  well  established  that  they 
must  necessarily  form  part  of  the  stock  of  every  well-appointed 
store.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  one  of  our  Sheffield 
houses  enjoys  a  particular  preference  on  these  grounds.  A  like 
preference  is  extended  to  a  brand  of  American  axes,  although 
([uantities  of  English -made  axes  are  also  sold. 

To  afford  some  idea  of  the  conditions  of  trade  which  must 
be  reckoned  with,  I  will  refer  to  the  following  facts : — 

Low  qualities  of  black  and  galvanised  iron  sheets,  corrugated 
roofing,  brass  water-cocks,  and  tin  basins  are  in  especial  demand. 
Gas  quality  of  galvanised  iron  piping  is  frequently  employed 
for  water. 

Many  articles  are  marked  as  of  sizes  bigger  than  they  really 
are.  Rolls  of  barbed-wire  are  no  longer  of  the  original  full  size. 
The  contents  of  the  casks  of  ceanent  are  not  always  up  to  their 
reputed  measure,  and  reduced  linseed  oil,  without  mark,  is  often 
received,  to  be  afterwards  marked  "  Genuine."  Packets  of  tacks 
and  other  parcel  goods,  although  the  same  size  as  formerly, 
do  not  contain  more  than  half  the  original  quantity. 
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Bar  oed- wire. 


Other  wires. 


Wroaght-iron 
tubes. 


Cast-iron 
pipes  for 
irater. 

Galvanised 
wronght-iron 
pipes. 

Earthenware 
drain  pipes. 


Gas  and 

Seneral  water 
ttings. 


Cast-iron 
enamelled 
kitchen  sinlce. 


Padlcclts. 


Chest,  door, 
drawer  and 
till  locks. 

n&nd-saiTfs. 


Barbed- wire  is  almost  exclusively  supplied  by  the  United 
States,  whence  shipments  commenced  to  arrive  in  1890.  At  that 
time  the  American  price  was  higher  than  the  European,  but  now 
the  position  is  reversed,  the  American  quotation  being  15/.  155. 
c.i.f.,  against  the  European  16/.  155.  to  17/.  Occttsional  shipments 
may  still  come  from  England  and  Belgium. 

Other  wires,  galvanised  and  plain,  come  principally  from 
Germany  and  England.  Wire  for  nail-making  is  practically  a 
monopoly  of  the  Germans ;  consumers  prefer  the  temper  of  their 
article  to  that  of  the  British,  the  cost  of  the  latter  being  at  the 
same  time  higher. 

Having  seen  it  stated  that  America  was  now  competing  with 
us  in  wrought-iron  tubes,  I  made  special  inquiries  on  the  subject, 
but  could  learn  nothing  in  confirmation  of  the  report.  A  fair 
number  of  wrought-iron  posts  (also  termed  tubes)  have  been 
imported  along  with  the  plant  for  electric  tramways,  which 
business  is  exclusively  American,  but  the  trade  in  wrought-iron 
tubes,  galvanised  or  black,  is  entirely  British,  with  the  exception 
of  perhaps  1  or  2  per  cent,  which  comes  from  Belgium. 

Cast-iron  pipes  for  water  are  almost  entirely  British,  although 
Belgium  gets  good  orders  occasionally,  competing  well  in  price 
with  the  Scotch. 

Galvanised  wrought-iron  pipes  are  almost  entirely  British, 
although  a  few  come  from  Belgium. 

Belgians  are  ousting  the  British  makers  of  earthenware  drain 
pipes,  their  prices  being  cheaper  by  about  15  per  cent.  The 
consumption  is,  however,  now  being  largely  met  by  local  makers, 
who  are  preferred  on  account  of  their  lower  prices,  notwith- 
standing the  greatly  inferior  quality.  Import  duties  on  this 
article  are  equal  to  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  c.i.f.  cost  of  English  . 
pipes. 

The  gas  and  general  water  fittings  trade  is  almost  exclusively 
British,  though  glass  chandeliers  are  imported  from  France, 
Austria,  and  Germany,  where  they  are  made  very  much  cheaper 
than  the  British  article ;  articles  of  this  description,  however,  form 
only  a  small  item  of  the  trade. 

Until  quite  recently  cast-iron  enamelled  kitchen  sinks  were 
supplied  exclusively  by  British  makers.  Lately,  however, 
Germany  has  sold  large  numbers  of  a  lighter  and  cheaper 
description.  Duties  on  this  article  are  high,  and  are  charged  by 
weight,  so  also  is  the  freight.  Light  weight  therefore  is  of  great 
advantage,  as  it  reduces  cost.  1  understand  that  this  trade  is 
controlled  by  the  combination  of  Enamelled  Hollow-ware 
Manufacturer,  and  I  would  recommend  the  matter  to  their 
attention. 

The  greatest  number  of  carded  padlocks  come  from  England  ; 
they  are  cheaper  than  the  Continental  article. 

Chest,  door,  drawer,  and  till  locks  come  chiefly  from  France 
and  Germany.  They  are  usually  cheaper  and  of  a  pattern  more 
suitable  to  this  market. 

Hand-saws,  both  French  and  German,  in  the  cheap  grades 
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cost  about  10  per  cent,  less  thaa  English,  but  the  English  are 
preferred,  and  are  more  largely  imported  than  either  of  the 
others ;  a  few  come  from  the  United  States. 

English  wood-screws  are  about  10  per  cent,  dearer  than  the  Wood-screws. 
French  or  German. 

The   Germans  have   a  more   attractive  method    of    putting  ScUaors  and 
scissors  and  penknives  up,  using  fancy  cards.     Compared  on  their  penknives, 
merits  of  price  and  quality,  however,  the  German  article  does 
not  appear  to  offer  any  advantage  over  its  English  rival. 

Tlierii  are  a  lot  of  general  ironmongery  goods,  hooks,  catches.  Household 
chair  nails,  stamped  tin-ware,  &c.,  that  come  almost  entirely  from  sundries. 
Frantic  and  Germany,  where  they  are  cheaper,  and  put  up  more 
attractively. 

Butts  appear  to  be  an  American  speciality  in  hinges,  and  as  Hinges, 
far  as  I  can  learn  are  not  made  to  any  extent  in  England.     All 
other  qualities  are  imported  very  largely  from  Great  Britain. 

The  German  stamped  enamelled  hollow-ware  is  practically  the  stamped 
only  kind  imported.      There   is  some  importation   of  American  enamelled 
agate  ware,  but  it  is  not  of  much  importance.  hollow-ware. 

The  British  are   now   almost  the   sole   suppliers  of  shovels,  shoyels. 
according  to  the  information  of  the  largest  importer ;  the  cheap 
German  article  is  useless.     The  American  is  now  dearer  than  the 
British. 

The  trade  in  hoes  is  essentially  British,  the  few  coming  from  Hoes, 
other  countries  not  amounting  to  more  than  a  few  dozens  per 
annum.      From  Portugal  certaiu^qualities  of  fences,   hoes,   and 
locks  are  imported,  but  this  is  due  more  to  relationship  than  to 
trade  interests,  and  such  articles  form  only  a  very  small  item. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  light  liillside  ploughs  with  ploughs, 
reversible  shares.  The  very  few  imported  from  England  are 
much  more  expensive  than  the  American  equivalent.  These 
remarks  apply  also  to  light  cultiv^rs,  such  as  "Planet  Jr.," 
of  which  a  good  number  are  sold  yearly.  French  and  German 
agricultural  implements  are  also  being  sold,  but  by  far  the  bulk 
of  the  trade  is  American. 

The  trade  in  dairy  macliinery  is  developing  considerably,  and  Dairy 
will    eventually    put    a    stop    to    the    importation    of    butter,  machinery. 
Machinery  is  being  continually  imported  from  Sweden,  Holland, 
and  from  England. 

In  view  of  the  increased  attention  given  in  the  country  to  the  Rioe-deaning 
raising  of  rice  crops,  I  would  recommend  makers  of  cleaning  and  and  milling 
milling  machinery  to  have  their  productions  represented  on  the  machinery, 
spot. 

Cycles  are   used  here  only  to  a  very  limited  extent,  and  Oydeg. 
probably  there  are  not  more  than  8,000  in  all  this  city.     Such  as 
are  imported  seem  to  be  chiefly  of  American  make,  the  "  Cleve- 
land," turned  out  by  the  Lozier  Company  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  having 
apparently  the  largest  sale. 

For  the  Government  and  national  railways,  Belgium  leads  the  Railway 
way  in  rails,  wheels,  and  axles ;  from  the  United  States  a  few  material 
wheels  (cast  only)  and  axles  are  imported.     The  British  article 
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Tabular 
waggons  for 

Cement. 


Ooal. 


Earthenware. 


is  far  too  dear.  I  have  found  on  a  quotation  for  200  pairs 
28-inch  wrought  spoke  wheels  and  axles,  steel  tyres,  a  difference 
of  2L  per  pair  against  the  British  prices. 

Sixty  tubular  waggons  for  coal,  mineral,  &c.,  on  Goodfellow 
and  Cushman's  system,  have  just  been  ordered  for  the  use  of  the 
Central  Railway. 

The  leading:  position  now  lipld  by  Belgian^  French,  and  Gennan 
cement  in  the  Rio  market  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  few,  if 
any,  British  houses  now  send  for  cement  as  a  speculation,  whilst 
as  regards  quality,  there  is  but  little  to  choose.  For  certain  classes 
of  work  the  Belgian  and  other  cements  are  preferable  to  English, 
being  quick  setting,  and  therefore  peculiarly  suitable  for  repairs 
to  drains  and  sewers,  where  expeditious  work  is  necessary.  A 
trial  made  lately  of  some  Norwegian  cemeni  shipped  from 
Germany  gave  excellent  results  in  concrete-making.  With  the 
exception  of  the  first-class  Boulogne  cement,  the  French  qualities 
do  not  compare  favourably  with  that  from  other  sources.  Tlie 
costs  vary  very  little,  but  most  of  the  foreign  firms  allow  long 
credits,  and  so  make  business  easier  for  buyers,  which  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  importance,  especially  to  master-builders,  who 
have  to  await  the  conclusion  of  their  works  to  receive  payment. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  total  quantity  of  coal  received  at 
Rio  during  1899  was  576,123  tons,  of  which  26,227  tons  were 
supplied  by  the  United  States. 

The  quantities,  as  compared  with  1898,  are  almost  stationary. 

Considering  the  temporary  difficulties  created  against  British 
collieries  by  the  South  African  requirenjents,  diminished  output, 
increased  cost  and  high  freights,  it  would  not  have  been  surprising 
had  advantage  been  taken  of  the  situation  to  introduce  a  greater 
proportion  of  American  coal,  and  no  doubt  this  would  have  been 
done  had  consumers  believed  that  this  quality  could  be  profitably 
adopted.  But  I  find  the  general  opinion  to  be  that,  in  Rio  at  all 
events,  American  coal  C8,nnot  possibly  compete  at  an  advantage 
with  Welsh  coal.  Its  seeming  cheapness  is  held  to  be  illu- 
sory, inasmuch  as,  to  produce  equal  results,  a  larger  quantity  of 
Pocahontas  (for  example)  than  of  Welsh  coal  is  required,  and 
this  increase  of  volume  of  couise  means  a  great  increase,  not  only 
of  the  ostensible  price,  but  also  of  freight;  and  freights  from 
American  ports,  under  a  normal  condition  of  the  carrying  trade, 
must  necessarily  continue  much  higher  than  those  from  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Injporters  seem  convinced  that,  on  removal  of  the  exceptional 
influences  now  bearing  on  British  mining  and  shipping  industries, 
American  competitors  will  lose  even  the  little  headway  they  had 
succeded  in  making. 

The  most  important  local  annual  contract,  the  supply  of 
120,000  tons  for  the  Central  Railway,  was  again  secured  for  the 
year  1900  by  a  British  fiim,  who  undertake  to  deliver  any  coal 
on  Admiralty  list,  three  times  screened,  at  29s.  6d,  per  ton. 

Pocahontas  coal  was  ofiered  at  28s.  6d.  per  ton  delivered. 

Semi-porcelain  still  finds  favour  in  the  maiket,  but  German 
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and  Belgian  manufactures  are  preferred  for  lightness  and  variety 
in  designs  and  colourings. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  table  in  Anuex  E  that  there  wa9  a  Codfish, 
decrease  in  the  quantity  of  codfish  imported  during  1899  of  no 
less  than  39,000  packages.  Norwegian  curers  were  the  chief 
losers,  but  imports  from  Gaspe  also  receded  to  the  extent  of  6,000 
tubs.  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  shippers,  on  the  other 
hand,  considerably  increased  their  supplies  to  the  market. 

These  changes  appear  to  be  partly  due  to  the  cheaper  method 
of  drying  by  machinery  in  Halifax,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the 
fish  is  brought  in  "bulk"  from  Canada,  partly  cured,  and  after- 
wards dried  and  packed  for  export.  It  is  not  so  careJEully  culled 
and  classified  as  in  the  Gaspe  direct  shipments,  but  it  is  well 
dried,  to  the  taste  of  the  market,  and  sells  for  less,  which  is  the 
great  consideration  in  tliese  times,  when  price  is  everything. 

The  British  make  of  com  flour,  which  had  been  almost  excluded  Corn  flour. 
by  the  American  reciprocity  treaty,  has  recovered  its  old  position, 
and  with  equal  duties  all  round,  it  is  now  almost  exclusively  im- 
ported. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  the  success  of  a  British  brand 
of  corn  flour,  which  was  unknown  here  before  1898.  A  resident 
merchant,  who,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Consulate,  accepted 
the  agency,  informs  me  that,  during  1899,  he  succeeded  in  dis- 
posing of  3,506  cases. 

Lmen  drapery  and  ready-made  clothing  appear  to  be  almost  Miscol- 
French  monopolies,  and  as  to  tailors'  cloths,  it  appears  that  York-  laneous. 
shire  manufacturers  are  unable  to  compete  in  the  light  tweeds 
and  stuffs  in   vogue  here,  such  as  are  imported  from  France, 
Switzerland,  and  Germany. 

Owing  to  the  protective  tariflf,  it  is  found  impossible  to  import 
army  and  navy  cloths  at  present  on  terms  admitting  of  competi- 
tion with  native  mills. 

Jute  cloth  and  bagging  are  manufactured  in  the  country,  but 
the  yarn  is  imported. 

It  is  perhaps  superfluous  to  say  that  Rio  maintains  her  position  Exports, 
as  a  coflFee  exporting  centre.     The  shipments  of  Brazilian  coffee  Coffee, 
effected  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  according  to  official 
returns,  were : — 


Fiom — 

Quantity. 

Bio  de  Janeiro 

Santos          

Victoria 

Bahia          

Bags. 

3,192,414 

5,585,361 

288,913 

267,724 

Total        

9,284,412 

The  following  details,  taken  from  the  "  Brazilian  Eeview,"  are 
interesting,  as  they  not  only  record  the  quantities  shipped  during 
the  years  January-December,  1897-99,  but  also  show  the  decrease 
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ill  value  of  the  coffee  exported  in  1899,  as  compared  with  thd  value 
of  an  almost  identical  quantity  shipped  in  1897,  to  be  no  less  than 
4,225.000/. 

In  face  of  such  results  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the 
present  unprosperoua  condition  of  all  interests  affecting  th# 
national  economy,  in  view  of  the  paramount  position  held  by 
coffee  as  a  factor  in  the  general  welfare. 

Shipments  of  Coffee. 


Port. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Qnantitr.  j      Value. 

QnanUty. 

Value. 

Quantifef. 

Valoe. 

Bio  de  Janeiro    ... 

Santos       

Victoria    

Bahla        

Bagi.                £ 

4,066,772        7,519.382 

5,618,197       10  988.862 

S72,252           645.251 

273,529           467,498 

Ba«t. 

3.452,289 

5,701,9.^2 

885.989 

804,981 

,    5,266,067 

9,176.509 

560.851 

454,474 

Ba««. 

3.508,780 

6,358,810 

807,246 

248,925 

5,214,410 

9,82«,22« 

472,615 

379,541 

Totol      

10.880.5.^0       19,620,993 

9,84MI1 

15,457.901 

10,418,761 

15,892,794 

Crop, 
1900-01. 


New  York  AuFiCx  F  fumishes  a  table   of  the  extreme  monthly  prices 

prices.  which  have  ruled  for  the  standard  grade.  No.  7,  in  New  York 

during  the  years  1897-99. 

In  Annex  G  are  detailed  the  ports  of  destination  of  the  Rio 
shipments  in  1899  ;  and  Annex  H  offers  particidars  as  to  volume 
and  receiving  markets  of  those  made  in  the  course  of  the  past  five 
years. 

It  was  computed  by  the  official  valuing  committees  that  the 
crops  for  the  cun-ent  year,  1899-1900,  should  yield  some 
8,750,000  bags  for  exportation  from  Eio  and  Santos,  namely, 
3,000,000  bags  from  Rio  and  5,750,000  bags  from  Santos,  and  it 
would  seem  that  this  estimate  is  likely  to  prove  approximately 
correct,  as,  up  to  April  27,  Rio  has  received  3,047,778  bags; 
Santos,  5,046,137  bags;  total,  8,093,915  bags.  Allowing  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  for  Rio,  362,698  bags,  and  for  Santos, 
244,012  bags,  we  get  for  the  entire  crop  8,700,625  bags. 

This  is  the  estimate  made  by  the  "Brazilian  Review,"  a 
publication  which  makes  coffee  statistics  a  special  object  of  study. 

Of  the  crop  1900-01  it  has  been  estimated  by  the  valuing 
committee  that  the  quantity  available  for  export  at  Rio  will  b© 
2,250,000  bags.  A  private  estimate  places  the  combined  Santos 
and  Rio  crop  for  1900-01  at  from  9,000,000  to  9,250,000  bags. 
As  usual,  however,  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  correctness 
of  these  representations  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  getting  infor- 
mation,from  the  planters,  who  seem  to  deem  it  necessary,  with  the 
object  of  sustaining  prices,  to  place  their  statements  as  to  probable 
output  on  the  lowest  possible  scale. 
Increased  The  low  piices  have  stimulated  consumption  both  in  Europe 

consumption,  and  in  the  United  States,  but  particularly  in  the  latter  country, 
where  coffee  sold  at  6  c.  per  lb.  in  1899  as  against  12^  c  in  1898. 

The  supply  during  the  year  did  not  exceed  the  demand  for 
shipments,  and  prices,  which,  owing  to  heavy  arrivals  in  August 
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to  October,  fell  to  9  milreis  per  arroba*  for  No.  7  in  Septem- 
ber, closed  at  14  milreis  for  same  weight  and  standard  on 
December  31. 

Eeports  as  to  the  prevalence  of  bubonic  plague  at  both  Eio 
and  Santos  had  some  influence  in  promoting  the  advance  of  prices, 
which  continued  during  the  first  months  of  1900,  until  the  staiple 
No.  7  was  quoted  at  more  than  14  milreis  per  arroba.  This 
change  was  looked  upon  as  assuring  a  permanent  improvement, 
holders  counticg  on  a  steady  basis  of  15  milreis  per  arroba  for 
No.  7.  But  unfortunately  this  expectation  has  not  been  fully 
realised,  prices  having  again  drooped  and  No.  7  being  on  May  11 
quoted  at  12$300  reis  per  arroba.t  Still  this  is  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  price  ruling  on  the  same  date  last  year,  which,  for  the  Improyement 
grade  in  question,  was  only  lll^OO  reis.  °^  prices. 

Notwithstanding  the  brighter  outlook  it  would,  however,  appear 
difficult  to  forecast,  with  any  feeling  of  confidence,  the  market 
prospects  for  coffee. 

One  perplexing  factor  in  the  calculation  is  the  uncertainty  as  Market 
to  how  far  the  increased  shipping  demand  has  represented  an  prospects, 
expansion  of  real  consumption,  the  opinion  seeming  to  gain  ground 
that  consumption  has  not  kept  level  with  the  imports  received 
by  the  consuming  markets,  and  that  large,  if  scattered,  stocks  are 
still  held,  particularly  in  the  United  States.    The  existence  of  such  Stooks  held, 
an  "  invisible  supply  "  would  naturally  greatly  affect  the  chances 
of  higher  valuations,  although  there  is  do  apprehension  of  a  relapse 
to  recent  extreme  depreciation. 

Very  little  new  planting  having  been  done  during  the  last  New  planting, 
three  years,  it  seems  probable  that  the  average  annual  production 
during  that  period  will  not  be  exceeded  for  some  time,  the  young 
plants  coming  into  beaiing  being,  it  is  supposed,  even  when  taken 
on  a  liberal  calculation,  only  sufficient  to  counterbalance  other 
trees  going  out  of  production.  While  as  to  the  probabilities  of 
renewed  activity  in  planting  it  is  represented  that,  although  with 
coffee  selling  at  12  milreis  per  arroba  producers  realize  a  satis- 
factoiy  profit,  the  majority  of  planters  have  been  so  hard  pressed 
during  the  fall,  that  they  will  doubtless  require  a  year  or  two  of 
good  prices  to  enable  them  to  spare  anything  for  investment  in 
new  plantation. 

As  an  indication  of  the  extent  to  which  coffee  cultivation  is  E^ent  of 
pursued  in  Brazil,  it  may  be  interesting  to  reproduce  here  some  Siu^ting  in 
details  which   appeared   in  the  last  report  of   the  Secretary  of  Bittfil. 
Agriculture  of  the  S.  Paulo  Government. 

There  are  in  S.  Paulo  15,075  plantations,  of  which  11,234 
have  from  50,000  trees  downwards ;  1,844  possess  from  50,000 
to  100,000 ;  999  between  100,000  and  200,000 ;  597  from  200,000 
to  500,000  trees.  On  these  plantations  1,703  machines  are  to 
be  found  for  cleaning  coffee,  1,243  of  which  are  moved  by  steam 
and  460  by  water.    The  registered  mortgage  debt  on  these  plan- 

•  1  arroba  =  32  lbs. 

t  Price  of  No.  7  at  date  of  closing  tliis  report,  May  26,  is  12$400  to  12$600 
reis  per  arroba. 
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tations  is  computed  at  240,000,000  milreis,  say  8,O00,00OZ.  at  tho 
exchange  of  8d. 

In  Minas  Geraes,  it  is  said,  there  are  2,739  coffee  planta- 
tions, of  which  1,234  have  less  than  50,000  coffee  trees  each,  844 
with  over  100,000  trees  each,  and  64  with  over  500,000  trees  each. 
Of  these  plantations  500  use  water  power  to  move  machinery  and 
1,243  use  steam  power. 
ValQMof  In  consequence  of  the   exceptionally  adverse   times,   many 

ooffee  estates,  properties  were  disposed  of  during  the  year,  and,  in  most  cases, 
apparently,  at  prices  ruinous  to  the  sellers.  For  example,  an 
estate  valued  at  150,000  milreis  is  repoited  to  have  been  sold  for 
the  insignificant  sum  of  16,000  milreis.  If,  however,  some  such 
transactions  really  took  place  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  it  is 
probable  that  the  estates  were  in  few  cases  well  situated  or  in  good 
working  order.  But  in  the  case  of  the  better  estates,  although,  no 
doubt,  they  were  sold  on  easy  terms,  it  is  probable  that  the 
purchaser,  before  he  could  obtain  a  positive  title,  would  be 
required  to  pay  ofif  mortf,'ages  to  the  amount  of  at  least  a  half 
of  their  valuation  ;  thus,  in  the  case  of  the  land  referred  to,  valued 
at  150,000  milreis,  probably  the  purchaser  would  be  required  to 
discharge  a  loan  of  some  75,000  milreis  in  addition  to  providing 
the  ostensible  purchase  price  of  16,000  milreis,  the  acquisition 
thus  entailing  a  real  expenditure  of  91,000  milreis.  In  other 
cases  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  fictitiously  low  prices  may 
have  been  declared  in  order  to  evade  the  heavy  conveyancing 
tax.  The  ruling  scale  for  valuation  of  coffee  plantations,  when 
offered  for  sale,  appears  to  be  1  milreis  per  cofiee  plant. 
Prospects  of  Thosc   who   dcsire   the   prosperity   of   Brazil  will  note  with 

change) II  satisfaction  a  greater  inclination  on  the  part  of  planters,  at 
markeiiag  present,  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests 
coffee.  of  their  industry.      Such   efforts    cannot   fail   to    produce   good 

effects,  and  may  possibly  lead  to  a  modification  of  the  present 
system  of  marketing  the  coffee,  which  entails  such  heavy  charges 
owing  to  the  number  of  hands  through  which  it  must  pass 
before  delivery  to  the  exporter.  The  matter  will,  however, 
probably  be  difficult  of  adjustment  so  long  as  purchases  are  based 
on  certain  standard  types  of  quality,  as  this  system  frequently 
necessitates  the  mixing  of  coflfees  of  various  origins  in  order  to 
produf-e  a  blend  of  the  required  average,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
necessary  to  have  special  establishments  for  this  branch  of  the 
trade.  At  the  present  time  direct  transactions  between  planters 
and  exporters  are  passible,  probably  only  in  connection  with 
lowest  classifications,  for  which  in  fact  coffee  of  any  description 
'may  be  accepted. 

In  any  case  a  change  of  system  in  marketing  will  involve  a 
simultaneous  change  of  system  in  financing,  seeing  that  the  dis- 
placement of  the  existing  and  traditional  commission  agent,  who 
Chances  for     is  also  very  generally  the  planter's  banker,  could  not  be  effected 
bantr'''*^"^^  without  the  introduction  of  other  establishments  of  credit  which 
do  not  yet  exist,  such  as  agricultural  and  land  mortgage  banks. 
It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  charges  of  such  concerns  would 
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be  lovrer,  and  that  their  support  to  landowners  desirous  of 
improving  crops  and  property  would  be  more  extensive  than  at 
present  obtainable,  and  in  this  way  the  effect  of  their  opera- 
tion is  likely  to  be  beneficial. 

The  eflforts  of  the  agricultural  societies  in  furtherance  of  their 
schemes  for  improving  the  commercial  prospects  of  coffee  have 
been  far  from  unsuccessful.    To  their  action  may,  no  doubt,  be 
attributed  the  decreeing  of  the  countervailing  duties  now  enforce-  OountervaU- 
able  against  countries  over- taxing  Brazilian  productions,  a  measure  ing.^uties 
which  is  calculated  to  promote  concessions  on  the  part  of  France  JJuntries 
and  Italy,  which  may  render  possible  such  a  fall  in  retail  prices  oyertazing 
as  to  encourage  a  material  expansion  in  the  consumption  in  those  ooffee. 
countries.    They  have  also  obtained  from  Congress  a   grant  of 
300  milreis  to  be  applied  in  defraying  expenses  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  measures  adopted  for  diffusing  and  popularising  the 
use  of  coffee  in  other  countries. 

One  phase  of  the  action  taken  with  this  object  is  the  opening  Stiumiating 
of  stores  in  the  various  European  cities,  in  which  the  best  methods  ^fJoad*^^^^ ' 
of  preparation  (roasting,  grinding,  and  infusing)  can  be  learned, 
the  pure  coffee  tested  and  its  true  merits  ascertained. 

In  the  United  Kingdom  cofifee  will  probably  never  enjoy  such 
universal  favour  as  tea ;  still,  if  drunk  in  a  pure  form  as  in  the 
United  States,  where  the  consumption  is  enormous,  its  sustaining 
qualities  would  become  better  known  and  hopes  might  be  enter- 
tained of  its  proving  a  more  successful  rival  of  deleterious  spirits 
than  are  the  mysterious  concoctions  which  now  masquerade  under 
the  name  of  coffee ;  consumption  would  increase,  and  an  advan- 
tageous expansion  in  British  trade  with  Brazil  ensue. 

Brazilians  complain  greatly  that  only  their  inferior  kinds  of  ^^Kwd  Brazil 
cofifee  are  known  abroad  in  their  true  character,  their  better  ^^^  J^j^^ 
qualities  being  sold  under  the  disguise  of  such  titles  as  Moka,  descriptions 
Java,  Martinique,  Porto  Rico,  Costa  Rica,  &c.  These  better 
descriptions,  which  cost  in  Rio  and  Santos  35  fr.  per  50  kilos, 
(about  Sd.  per  lb.),  are  sold  on  the  European  markets  in  con- 
sideration of  their  reputed  origin  for  80,  90,  and  100  fr.  per  50 
kilos,  (about  7d,,  7id.,  and  8Jrf.  per  lb.).  Very  generally  they  are 
mixed  with  a  proportion  of  the  real  article  indicated  by  the  name. 
It  is  even  said  that,  in  pursuit  of  this  class  of  spurious  trade, 
Egyptian  merchants  receive  Brazilian  coffee  from  various  parta  of 
Europe  and  forward  it  to  Arabia,  viS  Aden  and  Jeddah,  &c.,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  there  repacked  in  the  Mocha  fashion,  that 
is  in  small  bags  of  palm  fibre  of  about  5  kilos.,  and  afterwards 
shipped  to  Syria  or  other  places  or  returned  to  Egypt  as  genuine 
Mocha.  The  result  of  this  plan,  according  to  the  statement 
published,  is  that  good  Santos,  sold  in  Brazil  for  6  fr.  per  10  kilos. 
(2f d  per  lb.),  is  sold  in  bulk  in  Egypt  at  9  fr.  50  c.  (4^A  per  lb.), 
and  retailed  at  10  fr.  50  c.  (4|d.  per  lb.).  When  transformed  as 
here  described  and  called  "  real  Arabian  Mocha,"  it  fetches  5  fr. 
per  kilo.  (1«.  9|rf.  per  lb.). 

It  is  argued  that  the  exposure  and  correction  of  these  impos- 
tures will  benefit  both  producer  and  consumer,  inasmuch  a«?  once 
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Direct  trade 
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the  real  origin  of  these  fictitious  qualities  is  known,  their  real 
j^rimitive  cost  will  also  be  known  and  a  re-adjustment  of  prices 
1  >ecorae  inevitable.  These  better  qualities  will  then  come  within 
the  purchasing  power  of  a  much  extended  circle  of  the  community, 
and  an  increased  demand  be  stimulated  in  consequence. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd  Steamship  Company  concede  a  reduction 
of  50  per  cent,  on  the  freij»ht  of  coffee  shipped  by  their  vessels 
intended  for  official  use  in  furtherance  of  the  scheme  for  develop- 
ment of  consumption. 

Doubtless  these  measures,  which  are  being  brought  into  opera- 
tion in  consuming  markets,  are  to  be  commended ;  still,  there  is 
much  that  might  be  done  at  home  in  Brazil  to  relieve  coffee  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  it  labours.  Leaving  aside  the 
ditlicnlt  and  expensive  internal  transport  owing  to  the  want  of 
proper  roads,  and  the  high  cost  of  production  naturally  resulting 
from  the  heavy  general  taxation  in  the  country,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  direct  tax  of  10  to  11  per  cent,  on  exportation  is  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  planter's  profit  or  to  stimulate  consumption 
by  keeping  down  the  price.  This  tax,  it  may  be  mentioned,  is 
levied  not  on  the  value  of  the  article  at  place  of  production,  but 
on  its  selling  price  at  port  of  shipment,  being  therefore  levied 
on  all  chai-ges  and  expenses,  includinjr  transport  and  the  tax 
itself.  It  is  calculated  that  the  Brazilian  tax  on  coffee  expoits 
places  a  burden  on  this  produce  to  the  extent  of  48,000,000 
milreis  per  annum. 

Schemes  have  lately  been  ventilated  both  for  making  the  coffee 
industry  a  monopoly  of  the  State,  and  for  creating  a  vast  associa- 
tion of  planters  to  work  on  co-operative  principles  under  Govern- 
ment control.  It  has  been  calculated  that  a  capital  of  20,000,000/. 
would  be  required  for  the  purpose.  Some  such  fusion  would 
doubtless  be  a  boon  to  the  less  fortunate  planters,  but  those 
having  reason  to  expect  a  fair  measure  of  success  would  probably 
prefer  retaining  free  action. 

The  creation  of  bonded  warehouses  for  storage  of  coffee,  con- 
ducted on  a  system  providing  for  sales  by  '*  warrants "  or  by 
auction,  would  probably  be  of  much  benefit.  Government  has 
power  to  license  establishments  of  this  description,  but  it  appears 
that  nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  put  the  idea  into  practical 
effect. 

It  is  rumoured,  however,  that  negotiations  are  now  on  foot  in 
London  for  the  organisation  of  a  company  to  undertake  the  con- 
struction of  a  scheme  of  loading  and  discharging  docks  in  Rio 
bay.  for  which  a  formal  concession  has  been  granted,  and  it  may 
well  be  that  the  project  will  include  the  erection  of  warehouses 
for  conducting  operations  of  this  nature. 

A  form  of  enterprise  which  would  appear  to  promise  con- 
siderable chance  of  success  is  that  in  which  the  planter  is,  at  the 
same  time,  the  merchant,  in  both  a  wholesale  and  a  retail  capacity. 
In  fact,  some  such  system  as  that  adopted  in  the  tea  trade  with 
such  signal  success  by  well  known  distributors,  who  transmit 
Hieir  productions  direct  from  the  plantation  to  the  consumer. 
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Some  inclination   has   been   evinced   in    Great   Britain   and  Britigh  and 
Germany,  during  the  last  few  years,  to  invest  capital  in  coflfee  Q^erman 
planting,  and  this  has  led  to  the  founding  of  the  Duraont  CoflTee  pi^^^^  ^ 
Estates  and   the   San  Paulo   Coffee  Estates   Company.      These 
enterprises  do  not  appear  to  have  achieved  much  success,  which 
is  not  surprising  in  view  3f  the  prevailing  difficulties.     It  would 
seem,   however,   that   these  difficulties  were   enhanced  in  their 
case  by  the  heavy  initial  expenditure  incurred  in  the  acquisition 
of  their  properties. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  coffee  packed  in  tishtly-filled  ^of?® 
bags  is  found  in  better  condition  after  a  sea  voyage  than  that  ^  °' 
packed  loosely  as  is  the  prevailing  custom  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  handling  of  the  bags  by  porters  and  stevedores.  The  bags, 
when  quite  filled,  become  slightly  rounded  and  thus,  when  stacked, 
do  not  lie  flat  on  one  another,  but  leave  crevices  which  admit 
of  a  certain  amount  of  ventilation  and  this  is  beneficial  to  the 
coffee. 

The  agitation  which  appeared  last  year  in  favour  of  substitut- 
ing cotton  bags  for  the  jute  bags  used  up  to  the  present  seems  to 
have  been  abandoned. 

Some  details  affording  an  insight  into  the  expenses  connected  ExpenaeB  of 
with  coffee  cultivation  in  Brazil  will  no  doubt  be  interesting.  o^tiJation. 
Such  expenses  necessarily  vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
various  estates,  and  one  of  the  principal  "considerations  is  locality 
— ^proximity  to  a  railway  line  being,  of  course,  a  great  advantage. 
The  following  particulars  were  published  by  the  Planters'  Society 
of  San  Carlos  do  Pinhal  and  may,  perhaps,  be  taken  as  conveying 
a  fair  idea  of  the  scale  of  expenses  generally  prevailing : — 

This  estimate  is  worked  out  on  the  low  sale-price  of  8  milreia 
per  arroba,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  statistician  appears  to  have 
omitted  to  deduct  the  export  duty  of  11  per  cent.  As  a  final 
result  it  would  seem  that  the  business  would  yield  a  margin  of 
about  3  per  cent,  for  interest  on  capital  and  profit,  were  the  estates 
quite  unencumbered.  Very  few  estates  are,  however,  free  of 
mortgage  charges  or  other  expenses  of  a  like  nature,  nor  are  all  so 
favourably  situated  as  the  San  Carlos  properties.  It  is  seen,  there- 
fore, that  recent  returns  to  planters  in  general  can  have  been  any- 
thing but  remunerative. 
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Cost  of  Coffee  Cultivatioa  on  Estates  aggregating  27,200,000  Trees. 

Amount. 


Xxplanation 
of  tormi, 
wages,  &o. 


Gold. 


Manganese 
ore. 


Natural  pro- 
ductions and 
industries. 


Tending  and  culttration  at  80  irilreis  per  1,000  trees      . . 
Harvesting  at  1  milreis  per  arroba  . . 

Preparation  in   the   drying    grouud  and  cartage    to    station, 
1  milreis  per  arroba 

Freight  to  railway  at  1$500  reis  per  arroba  

Administration,  repairs,  machinery,  ^.     .. 
Commission  on  sale  and  incidentals 


Estimated  yield,  1,200,000  arrobas  at  8  milreis 
Probable  surplus        . . 


Milreis. 
2,176,000 
1,200.000 


1,200,000 

1,800,000 

2,200,000 

300,000 


8,936,000 
9,6OO,C00 


664^000 


It  may  be  well  to  accompany  this  estimate  with  the  following 
explanatory  remarks  :  - 

An  alqueire  of  land  is  equal  to  11,000  square  metres,  or  2*718 
acres  ;  an  alqueire  of  measure  is  about  1  bushel ;  an  arroba  is 
equivalent  to  32  lbs.  weight.  Trees  yield  most  abundantly  from 
their  fourth  year  to  their  twentieth  year.  Wages  for  weeding  and 
tending  the  plants  vary  from  70  to  150  milreis  per  1.000  trees, 
but  the  predominating  price  is  about  80  milreis.  For  harvesting, 
500  reis  per  alqueire  (weight)  of  berries  is  usually  paid.  On  some 
plantations  600  or  700  reis  is  given.  Price  for  pruning  is  20 
milreis  per  1,000  plants.  Day  labourers  (colonists)  receive  2|500 
reis  to  3  milreis  per  day  without  food,  or  70  milreis  per  month 
with  food,  which  is  reckoned  to  be  worth  30  milreis. 

In  addition  to  coffee,  the  only  other  exports  from  Eio  of 
appreciable  importance  are  gold  and  manganese  ore. 

The  gold  is  derived  from  the  various  mines  in  the  State  of 
Minas  Gemes,  and  the  quantity  exported  in  the  course  of  1899 
is  stated  to  be  about  148,000  ozs.,  representing  a  value  of 
452,000^. 

The  manganese  ore  is  extracted  from  lands  in  the  same  State, 
and  shipments  of  this  mineral  during  the  year  aggregated  about 
65,000  tons,  representing  an  official  value  of  66,000/. 

The  shipments  were  consigned  to  England  and  the  United 
States. 

It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  the  great  capabilities,  both 
mineral  and  agricultural,  of  the  vast  territorial  zone  for  which 
Rio  serves  as  the  maritime  outlet,  are  still  turned  to  so  little 
account  in  developing  the  export  trade  and  thus  increasing  the 
wealth  of  the  country.  The  mining  industry  alone,  if  encouraged 
by  an  enlightened  and  enterprising  policy,  would  soon  attract 
capital  for  its  more  thorough  exploration,  and  the  direct  and  in- 
direct benefits  to  trade  derivable  from  the  settlement  and  opera- 
tions of  large  mining  communities  should  go  far  to  counterbalance 
the  losses  resulting  from  the  lower  value  of  coffee.  Unfortunately 
Brazilians  have  not  regarded  the  matter  in  this  light,  and  have 
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been  inclined  to  resent  the  establishment  of  foreign  mining  enter- 
prises, under  the  impression  that  the  results  in  no  way  enrich  the 
coimtry.  They  overlook  the  benefits  accruing  from  the  intro- 
duction of  capital  for  the  acquisition  of  lands  and  concessions, 
for  the  maintenance  of  an  increased  population,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  material. 

A  study  of  the  results  achieved  by  the  S.  John  del  Eey  Mining  Oreat  results 
Company,  at  Morro  Velho,  should  suffice  to  cou)pletely  remove  such  ^^*  j®J®^j^? 
misconceptions,  which,  fortunately,  do  not  survive  in  official  circles,  jjey  ComMny, 
the  industry  now  receiving  fair  consideration  from  both  Federal 
and  State  Governments ;  so  much  so  that  Congress,  during  the  Eeductdon  of 
last  session,  decreed  that  the  heavy  import  dutias  on  machinery,  taxes, 
implements,  and  other  accessories  used  in  mining  works  should 
be  replaced  by  a  tax  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  only. 

At  the  same  time  the  Government  of  Minas  Geraes  reduced 
the  export  tax  on  gold  from  5  to  3^  per  cent.,  and  promulgated  a 
law   purporting   to  codify  more   clearly  the  regulations  affecting 
prospecting  and  mining  concessions  in  connection  with  lands  under  New  mining 
State  control.  law- 

The  renewed  interest  in  mining  concerns,  which  even  these  Increased 
partial   rac^^asures  promoted,  was  very  noteworthy,   and  may  be  "*!^r®®*  ^'^ 
taken  as  predictive  of  really  important  results,  once  explorers  can  "^'^"*^* 
be  offered  unquestionable  assurance   that   clear  titles  to  mining 
lands  are  obtainable  without  incurring,  as   heretofore,   intermin- 
able law  suits  and  preposterous  claims  from  alleged  proprietors 
asserting  all  kinds  of  preferential  rights. 

The  primary  difficulty  in  negotiating  mining  properties  invari-  DiiBculties  in 
ably  arises  with  the  landowners,  in  whom,  by  the  constitution  of  ™^'^^".^.. 
the  Kepublic,  both  surface  and  subsoil  rights  are  vested.     Should  °^^°  **  ^^^* 
there  be  any  indication  of  mineral  deposits  on  their  estates  the 
valuations   to    prospectors  are    quite   disproportionate.     One   of 
our   merchant  firms  lately   found  a   rich    deposit   of  plumbago.  Plumbago, 
but,  although  they  were  offered  as  much  as  35/.  a  ton  for  the 
mineral,  they  were  unable  to  realise  business,  owing  partly,  it  is 
true,  to  the  cost  of  labour,  but  more  especially  to  the  absurd  idea 
of  the  value  of  the  property  entertained  by  the  owner. 

In   many  cases   the  over-valuations   may  be  attributable  to  Official 
ignorance,  and  it  is  likely  that  one  of  the  most  useful  measuijes  ^^^y^  ^^ 
which  Government  could  adopt  in  furtherance  of   the  industry,  dwiAble. 
is  to  have  the  mineral  zones  officially  surveyed  and  scheduled  in- 
buch  a  way  as  to  afford  an  idea  of  their  properties  and  values. 
These  details  would  be  serviceable  alike  to  intending  prospectors 
and   to   proprietors,  and   would  probably  greatly  facilitate   the 
negotiation  of  transfers. 

In  order  of  results,  as  regards  gold  mining,  the  way  is  led  by  Oold-mining. 
the  S.  John  del  Eey  Mining  Company,  the  pioneer  of  organised  |;^^°^^®^ 
enterprise  in  this   field   of  industry  in  Brazil.     This  important  company!*^ 
undertaking  is  at  last  regaining  its   original  position  of  high 
prosperity,  after   completion   of  the  difficult  and   costly   works 
rendered  necessary  during  a  series  of  years.     The  perseverance 
displayed  and  the  distinctly  scientific  nature  of  the  work  per- 
(620)  B  i 
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Manganeso 
ore  mining. 


formed  iu  the  achievement  of  this  result,  merited  the  high 
appreciation  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  during  his  recent 
visit  to  the  mines.  According  to  an  emblematic  trophy  then 
exhibited  by  the  company,  in  a  period  of  50  years  their  mines 
yielded  47,340  kilos,  of  gold,  valued  at  5,178,657^ ;  the  cost  of 
extraction  having  been  3,502,895/.  The  company  has  lately 
acquired  an  extension  of  property  of  the  value  of  6,000/.  by 
transfer  from  the  Ouro  Preto  Gold  Mines. 

Other  gold  mining  concerns  do  not  seem  to  have  achieved  any 
signal  measure  of  success  up  to  the  end  of  1899,  but  it  may 
be  hoped  that  the  more  moderate  rates  of  taxation  which  com- 
menced with  1900  will  enable  them  speedily  to  increase  their 
profits. 

The  prospects  for  manganese  ore  mining  seem  to  be  encourag- 
ing, and  a  Belgian  Company — Ia  Soci^te  des  Mines  de  Manganese 
de  Ouro  Preto,  capital  3,000,000  fr.,  was  formed  during  the 
year  for  exploring  this  industry.  It  is  said  that  the  lands 
acquired  by  them  contain  deposits  of  iron  and  topaz  as  well  as  of 
manganese. 

It  appears  that  the  descriptions  found  in  greatest  abundance 
are  manganite  and  pyrolusite,  which,  on  account  of  their  purity, 
are  regarded  as  minerals  of  excellent  quality. 

Only  deposits  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  railway  are  worked 
at  present,  the  principal  workings  being  situated  at  Queluz 
and  Miguel  Burnier  at  462  and  496  kilonis.,  respectively,  from 
Eio.  The  mineral  is  worked  in  open  cuttings  and  the  cost  of 
extraction  is  said  to  be  about  15  milreis  (say  10«.)  per  ton. 

Very  fair  deposits  are* said  to  occur  at  Gandarella,  and  I 
append  the  analyses  of  two  specimens  taken  from  that  district ; 
the  first  shows  the  highest  and  the  second  the  lowest  propor- 
tion of  metallic  manganese  found  in  six  specimens  submitted 
1^0  test : — 

Analyses  of  Manganese  Ore  found  at  Gandarella  (Minas  Geraes). 


Analysis. 


General 
reports  of 
mineral 
«  finds." 


Metallic  manganese  . . 

Loss  by  fire     . .          .  •  . . 

Insoluble  deposit 

Bioxide  of  manganese  .  • 

Phosphorus    ..         •• 

Sulphur          ••         ..  .• 

Magnesia        ••         ••  •• 

Lime    ..          ..          ••  •• 

Sesquioxide  of  iron  and  alumina 


I. 

II. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

58-36 

49-35 

I'OO 

1'76 

1-14 

0-46 

92  -81 

78-93 

traces 

traces 

traces 

traces 

ti-aces 

traces 

1        0-20 

1-41 

'        6-50 

18-14 

The  improved  outlook  for  mining  investments  has  led  to  the 
announcement  of  endless  rich  "  finds/'  no  doubt  with  the  view  of 
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attracting  prospectors.  I  will  here  repeat  a  few  of  them  in 
order  to  give  some  idea  of  the  variety  of  the  country's  reputed 
possibilities  in  mineral  production : — 

At  Oiiro  Pre  to:  copper,  lead,  graphite,  mercury,  mica. 

At  Tripuhy,  Minas  Geraes :  mercury. 

In  the  valley  of  the  JordSo  (Minas  Geraes) :  coal. 

At  Juiz  de  Fora,  Minas  Geraea:  malachite,  sulphur,  saltpetre, 
gold. 

At  Caconde  (Rio  Pardo) :  gold,  platinum,  crystals,  coal, 
petroleum. 

At  Prados :  gold. 

At  Agua  Luja  (Bagagem)  :  diamonds. 

At  Congonhas  do  Campo  :  lead,  copal,  antimony,  graphite. 

At  Camaquan-Pelotas :  copper,  nickel,  agate,  manganese, 
mica. 

The  district  of  Caetli^,  in  Minas  Geraes,  is  reputed  to  be  par- 
ticularly rich  in  gold  deposits,  and  it  is  reported  that  various 
British  prospecting  and  mining  syndicates  have  been  formed  for 
working  there.      One  of  the  prospectors  is  examining  the  old  Re-working  of 
workings  of  the  neighbourhood  and  has  mounted  a  Huntingdon  ^^^  mines, 
mill  for  treating  tlie  ores. 

It  is  quite  probable  that,  with  the  immense  improvements  of  Gold 
modern   methods,   many   of  the   old  abandoned    mines   may  be  ^^'ed^ing- 
reworked  with  considerable  profit. 

It  is  said  that  there  is  also  a  scheme  afloat  for  dredging  cer- 
tain rivers  and  working  their  beds  for  gold  deposits,  and  it 
would  seem  probable  that  such  operations  would  yield  good 
returns. 

There  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  many  of  these  representa-  Lack  of 
tions  as  to  mineral  wealth  are  based  on  results  obtained  ^^^^m  ^jj^jj^j^*^^  ^^ 
scientific  or  practical  examinations  ;  mere  traces  of  minerals  being  Inryey  maps, 
generally  sufficient  to  induce  owners  of  land  to  picture  as  sub- 
stantially existent  wealth  which  is  purely  problematic. 

There  is,  in  short,  a  great  lack  of  systematic  procedure 
in  measuring  the  commercial  and  industrial  values  of  the 
natural  productions  of  the  country,  whether  mineral,  vegetable, 
or  forest. 

In  the  vegetable  class  are   comprised  many  fibre-producing  Vegetable 
plants  which  could  probably  be  utilised  in  connection  with  manu-  productions; 
factures.     One  of  these  is  guaxima,  the  fibre  of  which  should  be  pia^".' 
useful   for  cordage,  and  may  possibly  compete   with  jute  as   aauaximi. 
material  for  the  manufacture  of  sack-cloth.     The  threads  are  long 
and  very  strong  and  will  resist  the  action  of  water,  the  fibre  being 
used  by  fishermen  on  the  coast  for  their  nets,  which  last  for  years, 
particularly  if  soaked  in  a  tincture  of  aroeira  bark.     A  quantity 
of  the   fibre  has  been  sent   to   Great   Britain   for  experiments 
to   be  made   as  to  its   qualities  and  adaptability  to    industrial 
purposes. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  plant  occurs  only  in  a  wild 
state  and  in  scattered  quantities,  so  that,  even  should  it  be  proved 
to  possess  the  necessary   qualities  for   industrial    manipulation. 
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Bamie. 


there  will  still  be  the  question  whether  it  can  be  systematically 
cultivated  to  yield  regular  marketable  supplies  for  manufacturing 
purposes  at  a  cost  which  will  allow  it  to  compete  with  jute.  And 
this  perhaps  is  doubtful,  judging  by  the  experience  gained  in  con- 
nection with  another  fibrous  plant,  which  was  introduced  to 
AgATorigida.  the  Consulate  as  agave  americana,  but,  on  being  examined  at 
Kew,  was  found  to  be  really  agave  rigida  or  sisal  hemp  plant.  The 
exiiibitor  proposed  to  collect  plants  existing  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  and  form  a  plantation  to  yield  80  tons  of  leaves 
per  annum  at  the  end  of  two  years,  provided  that  parties  could  be 
formed  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  this  quantity  at  a  price 
representing,  at  the  exchange  of  8rf.  per  milreis,  40/.  to  50/. 
per  ton.  The  valuation  in  London  of  the  specimen  submitted  was 
16/.  to  18/.  per  ton.  In  this  case  it  is  evident  that  the  exhibitor 
was  uninformed  as  to  both  nature  and  value  of  the  article  he 
was  dealing  with,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  price  demanded 
suggests  that  agricultural  work  in  Brazil,  in  connection  with 
productions  not  comprised  in  the  usual  routine,  must  be  a  very 
costly  affair. 

The  Consulate  has  received  many  enquiries  respecting  ramie, 
I  cannot  learn  that  the  plant  usually  so  designated — Boehmeria 
nivea — grows  here  at  all.  The  gomphocarpus  fruticusos,  which 
has  a  fibre  similar  to  that  of  ramie,  occurs,  but  exhaustive 
tests  made  in  Great  Britain  proved  the  staple  of  this  fibre 
to  be  too  short  for  textile  purposes. 

There  are  many  other  indigenous  vegetable  productions, 
which,  if  cultivated,  would  attain  commercial  value,  such  as  the 
castor-oil  plant  and  indigo,  which  grow  spontaneously  in  many 
parts  of  the  district. 

A  very  satisfactory  impulse  has  been  given  to  the  production 
of  fodder,  rice,  tobacco,  cotton,  sugar,  onions  and  potatoes.  Sugar 
cane  is  at  present  giving  very  profitable  results,  and  I  believe  one 
of  the  largest  sugar  estates  near  Campos  has  lately  been  purchased 
by  a  London  syndicate  for  250,000/. 

Trials  are  being  made  on  many  estates  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  maiii9oba  rubber  tree,  the  results  of  which  are  awaited  with 
much  interest.  Its  success  in  Cearti  seems  to  be  assured,  but  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  soil  and  climatic  conditions  of 
this  district  are  equally  favourable  to  its  development,  and  this 
cannot  be  known  for  a  year  or  two  yet,  as  the  plant  does  not 
arrive  at  a  mature  productive  state  before  the  third  or  fourth  year. 
Its  cultivation  is  said  to  be  both  easy  and  inexpensive,  and 
interest  may  be  attached  to  the  following  estimates,  in  which  are 
compared  the  respective  costs  of  coffee  and  rubber  planting  and 
the  relative  profits  of  the  two  productions  :— 


Castor  oil 

plant. 

Indigo. 


Cereals : 
rice,  tobacco, 
cotton,  sugar. 


Mani^ba 
rubber. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


rio  de  janeiro. 
Coffee  Cultivation. 


27 


DlBBUSSKMBNTB. 

Tree  felling  and  firing  4  alqueires  of  forest  at  203  nulreis  .  • 

Planting  10,000  shrubs  at  20  reis 

12  clearings  in  4  years  at  30  milrais  per  1,000  plants  per  year  « • 

Harresting  1,030  arrobas  of  coffee  at  1$600  reis 

Cartage  to  central  cleaning  mill  and  hulling  1,000  arrobas  at 
SOOreis 


Rbtttbvs. 
1,000  arrobas  hu]  led  coffee  at  6  mil  reis,  delivered  on  plantationt* 

Net  profit  


Amount. 


Milreis. 


800 

200 

1,200 

1,500 

600 


4,200 


6,000 


1,800 


MANigoBA  Cultivation. 


Amount. 

Milreis. 

DiBBTWSEMBNTS. 

Tree  felling  and  firing  of  5  alqueires  of  forest  at  200  milreis     . . 

30  kilos,  of  seed  at  6  milreis           

Plantation  of  10,000  plants,  at  20  reis • 

Weeding,  &o.,  in  the  third  year 

Collection  of  8,000  kilos,  of  rubber  in  the  third  and  fourth 
years •         

1,000 
180 
200 
100 

6,000 

7,480 

RiTTTBirS. 

3,000  kilos,  of  rubber,  delirered  on  the  plantation,  at  6  milreis.. 

18,000 

Net  profit 

10,620 

It  is  said  that  inaniQoba  will  continue  to  yield  for  a  period  of 
50  years,  and  that  one  man  alone  can,  without  great  exertion, 
tend  4,000  trees,  which  are  planted  at  intervals  of  2  to  2^ 
metres. 

At  the  end  of  three  years  the  yield  should  be  50  grammes  per 
tree,  or  200  kilos,  for  the  4,000  trees,  at  the  end  of  four  years 
400  kilos,  for  4,000  trees,  at  the  end  of  five  years  600  kilos,  for 
4,000  trees,  and  from  the  sixth  year  onward  1,000  to  1,400  kilos., 
which  can  be  sold  on  the  estate  at  6  to  7  milreis  per  kilo., 
leaving  a  net  profit  of  1,000  to  7,000  milreis  according  to  age  of 
plantation.      From   the   fourth   year  onward   the  land    bearing 
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Mate. 


Duties  on 

Agricultural 

machinery. 


Labour  and 
transport. 


Inter-Htate 
duties. 


Markets 
limited  to 
immediate 
neighbour- 
ho^. 


mani^oba  requires  only  one  clearing  operation  per  annum,  whereas 
coffee  land  requires  three. 

Mat^  is  a  plant  which  does  not  properly  belong  to  this  zone, 
its  habitat  being  further  south,  in  Parana  and  Santa  Catharina, 
but  it  is  so  much  used  here  and  so  generally  included  among  the 
factors  of  local  commercial  interest  that  it  may  be  proper  to  give 
it  a  place  in  this  report. 

Mat^  is  looked  upon  as  a  rival  of  tea  and  coiTee,  and  it  is 
claimed  that  it  possesses  superior  stomachic  propeHies.  It  is 
alleged  also  that,  while  refreshing  and  invigorating  and  favourable 
alike  to  mental  and  physical  activity,  it  does  not  disturb  the 
nervous  system  as  tea  and  coFee  do. 

Even  Brazilians,  however,  are  not  agreed  as  to  its  qualities, 
some  declaring  that,  with  the  aid  of  mate,  the  most  arduous  work 
can  be  performed,  such  as  the  forced  marches  of  troops,  on  short 
rations,  when  campaigning,  othei-s  assertiug  that  during  the 
Paraguayan  war  coffee  was  proved  to  be  much  more  sustaining, 
and  that  it  had  to  be  substituted  for  mat^  to  prevent  the  troops 
from  breaking  down. 

Some  20,000,000  kilos,  of  mat6  are  exported  for  consumption 
in  South  American  countries,  so,  probably,  it  has  some  good 
points  to  recommend  it.  A  trial  oi  its  merits  is  desirable, 
as,  should  they  really  accord  with  the  description,  the  herb 
would  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  less  wealthy  classes,  on  account 
of  its  low  cost 

Agricultural  machinery  and  implements  are  to  enjoy  the  same 
tariff  moditications  as  mining  plant. 

It  may  be  thought  that,  with  so  many  undeniable  natural 
advantages,  the  purcliase  of  land  lor  aj^ricultural  and  plantation 
purposes  should  offer  a  hopeful  fit'ld  for  profitable  investment, 
but  there  are  many  discouraging  elements  to  take  into  considera- 
tion. 

Labour  is  dear  in  conseijuence  of  the  high  cost  of  necessary 
commodities;  railway  transport,  where  available,  is  not  a  low 
charge,  while,  in  districts  at  ail  removed  from  the  railway  zones, 
whicli  are  of  comparatively  restricted  area,  good  roads  are  scarce, 
and  transport  is  consequently  difficult  and  costly. 

Furthermore,  productions  exported  or  removed  from  one  State 
to  another  are  burdened  by  State  Governments  and  municipalities, 
and  perhaps  by  other  local  organisations,  with  taxes  and  dues  of 
no  inconsiderable  amount. 

While  currency  is  greatly  depreciated,  agriculturists  may  be 
able  to  make  S(mie  headway  in  spite  of  all  these  drawbacks,  but, 
so  soon  as  foreign  exchanges  improve,  it  is  found  that  foreign 
productions  can  be  placed  on  the  consuming  markets,  even  in 
Brazil,  at  less  cost  than  the  domestic  crops,  and  the  owner  of  the 
latter  finds  that  he  has  no  outlet  for  them  except  such  as  exists 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  following  incidents,  which  have  recently  occurred,  not- 
withstanding a  low  exchange,  may  be  quoted  as  illustrative  ot 
this  kind  of  danger. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mo  D£  JANEIRO.  29 

In  one  district  a  large  crop  of  rice  was  raised,  and  in  another 
a  large  crop  of  maize ;  not  far  distant  were  towns  in  which  the 
scarcity  of  theso  articles  was  being  felt  severely,  and,  could  tlie 
commodities  have  been  marketed  there,  they  would  have  realised 
very  remunerative  prices.  But,  owing  to  the  want  of  distributing 
facilities,  they  had  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  neighbourhood^  of 
their  production,  and  fetched  only  miserable  returns  owing  to  *the 
quantity  being  greatly  in  excess  of  local  requirements,  the  rice 
being  sold  at  50  reis  per  litre,  and  the  beans  at  10  milreis  a  cart- 
load, normal  prices  being  about  ten  times  higher. 

The  opinion  is  very  general  that  liigh  exchange  must  be  equally  Manufaotur- 
fatal  to  manufacturing  industries  established  in  the  country,  but  ing 
consideration  of  the  facts  will,  I  think,  tend  to  greatly  modify  this  -'^^^stnos. 
impression.     Most  of  these  concerns  derive  not  only  their  plant, 
but  also  their  prime  material  and  working  requisites  from  abroad, 
and  much  of  their  expenditure  for  wages  is  on  a  gold  basis,  the 
leading  hands,  when  engaged  in  Europe  or  the  States,  as  is  usual, 
requiring  contracts    with  that  condition.     Even   in  the   case   of 
cotton,  although  this  article  is  of  domestic  production,  the  price  is 
calculated  on  a  gold  basis,  being  regulated  by  the  Liverpool  quola- 
tions.     A  rise  in  exchange,  therefore,  lessens  their  working  ex- 
penses and  cost  of  production,  and  enables  them  to  lower  prices 
to  that  extent  in  order  to  compete  with  the  foreign  goods,  whose 
importation  is  favoured  by  the  same  circunis.tanca. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  more  correct  to  regard  as  the  dominant 
factor  in  the  success  or  failure  of  these  industries  the  measure  of 
protection  which  they  may  continue  to  enjoy  by  the  Government 
process  of  handicapping  their  foreign  compeers  with  heavy  import 
duties. 

Certainly,  if  the  present  protective  treatment  is  to  be  con-  Prospecte  of 
tinned,  the  inducement  to  establish  manufacturing  enterprises  in  success  for 
the  country  should   be  very  great,  once  economic  prosperity  ig^"^*®"®'- 
restored. 

Even  with  the  advantages  conferred  by  a  highly  protective 
import  tariff,  it  cannot  be  said  that  many  of  the  manufacturing 
concerns  in  this  district  are  able  to  boast  of  conspicuous  success ; 
with  the  exception  of  a  few,  indeed,  the  state  of  affairs  is  just  the 
contrary,  although,  possibly,-  there  has  been  some  increase  in 
average  output.  Cases  of  failure  are  generally  attiibuted 
to  the  burdensome  taxation  and  the  restricted  system  of  trans- 
port, which,  being  in  its  turn  highly  taxed  and  otherwise  burdened, 
is  also  relatively  expensive. 

Unhappily,  in  dealing  with  domestic  manufactures  we  are 
confronted  with  the  same  dearth  of  statistics  as  occurs  in  connec- 
tion with  all  other  branches  of  the  country's  commercial  move- 
ments. It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  compute  with  much  precision 
the  exact  part  taken  by  local  factories  in  providing  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  community.  Judging  by  the  consumption  of 
coal,  there  would  appear  to  have  been  but  little  development 
during  latter  years,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  noteworthy  that 
in  the  course  of  1899  the  imports  of  cotton  textiles,  chiefly  derived 
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from  the  North  Brazil  centres,  increased  by  17,000  bales  as  com- 
pared with  1898,  the  receipts  during  recent  years  having  been  as 
follows : — 


Ezpanjion  in 
local  piodno- 
iion  of  cotton 
textiles. 


Year. 


Some  local 
factories. 


Cotton  milk. 


J899 
1898 

isar 

1896 
1895 


Quantity. 


Bales. 
168,929 
141,988 
124,282 
124,975 
181,265 


It  may  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  at  least  in  cotton  textiles, 
which  is  the  most  important  of  these  industries,  there  is  some 
expansion  of  local  production. 

The  following  data,  relating  to  a  few  of  the  leading  manufac- 
tories in  this  district,  may  be  of  interest  as  afifording  some  idea  of 
their  importance  and  capabilities,  and  at  the  same  time  indicating 
to  engineers  and  suppliers  of  machinery  the  kinds  of  industrial 
plant  most  in  use  in  Rio. 

The  factory  S.  Pedro  de  Alcantara  manufactured  last  year 
1,624,029  metres  of  cloth,  consuming  386,779  kilos,  of  raw 
material.  The  sales  amounted  to  1,200,298|990  reis,  and  the 
value  of  the  stock  of  merchandise  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
219,263$350  reis.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  2,000,000 
milreis,  on  which  it  paid  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent. 

During  the  year  ending  »Tune  30, 1 899,  the  spinning  and  weaving 
factory  of  the  Companliia  Coniiaii^a  Industrial  made  10,507,300 
metres  of  various  kinds  of  cloth.  The  sales  amounted  to 
4,263,824|160  reis.  The  cx)mpany  declared  a  dividend  of  10  per 
cent,  on  a  capital  of  6,000,000  milreis,  paid  240,000  milreis  in 
interest  on  its  debentures,  the  amount  of  which  was  at  the  same 
time  reduced  to  2,900,000  milreis  by  the  redemption  of.  500  of  the 
value  of  100,000  milreis. 

Compunhia  FaiHl  S.  Joaquim  has  a  capital  of  1,200,000 
milreis.  It  is  provided  with  a  Farcot  engine  of  260  h.p.,  6,000 
spindles,  180  looms,  and  it  employs  360  operatives.  Daily  out- 
put, 8,800  metres ;  monthly  wages  paid,  over  20,000  milreis.  Its 
speciality  is  a  drill  known  as  the  "  Brim  Paulista." 

Companhia  Progresso  Industrial  has  1,221  looms,  and  employs 
1,203  operatives.  It  produces  36,000  metres  daily,  and  the  sales 
during  the  firet  six  months  of  1899  amounted  to  4,000,000 
milreis. 

Fab)  tea  AUianca  receives  motive  power  from  four  engines 
aggregating  2,500  h.p.,  and  turns  out  1,000,000  metres  monthly. 

Companhia  "  Corcovado  "  possesses  engines  of  1,200  h.p.,  578 
looms,  and  54  carding  machines.  It  employs  600  persons,  and 
produces  21,0o0  metres  daily. 

Fdbrica  "  Carioca  "  has  motive  power  aggregating  1,770  h.p., 
950  looms,  and  gives  employment  to  1,000  operatives.  The  pro- 
duction is  800,000  metres  per  month. 
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'  Coinpanhia  Oonfianqa  IndustricU  has  four  engines  by  an 
Oldham  firm,  of  a  total  force  of  1,500  h.p.,  1,000  looms,  and 
28,000  spindles,  the  spinning  and  weaving  machinery  being 
by  another  Oldham  firm.  Tliey  employ  over  800  persons,  and  the 
output  of  last  October  exceeded  1,000,000  mstres,  the  goods 
consisting  of  unbleached  cloths,  zephyrs,  checks,  drills,  &c. 

The  wages  p&id  to  cotton  weavers  seem  to  run  from  60  to  90 
reis  per  metre. 

Fabrica  S.  Joao  has  two  engines,  one  of  300  h.p.  and  one  of  jute  miUs. 
80  h.p.,  300  looms,  80  spooling,  -7  reeling,  6  sizing,  2  calendering, 
and  2  folding  machines,  also  12  sewing  machines,  which  can  turn 
out  12,000  sacks  per  diem.     They  also  produce  30,000  metres  of 
sacking  cloth  per  month. 

Fabiica  Rink  has  an  engine  from  Lincoln,  of  150  h.p.,  WooUen 
18  c  irding,  five  self-acting  weaving,  and  two  felting  machines,  factorv. 
58  German  looms,  and  various  other  descriptions  of  plant  for 
washing,  dyeing,  &c.  They  import  their  dyes  from  Germany,  and 
the  wool  is  obtained  from  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  They  give 
special  attention  to  army  and  navy  cloths,  and  also  produce 
shawls,  blankets,  horse  cloths,  baize,  &c. 

Logos  is   fitted  with   plant   from   Zurich,   employs   about  80  Breweries, 
persons,  and  can  deliver  daily,  5,000  bottles,  as  well  as  beer  in 
bulk. 

Brahma  can  deliver  30,000  bottles  daily,  as  well  as  barrel  beer. 

Luz  Stearica  produces  500,000  candles  daily,  as  well  as  large  Soapand 
quantities  of  soap.     It  is  said  that  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  candle 
present  year  the   company  paid   taxes   amounting    to    152,528  ^a^^^tories. 
milreis. 

Ahsen  Rosas  and  Sinias. — Daily  production  2,400  pairs  tresse  Boat  and 
slippers,  350  men's  and  women's,  and  500  pairs  children's  boots  «hoo  factory, 
and  shoes.     Indoor  staff  800  pereons.     All  the  plant  is  English. 

Jiraga  Costa  ami  Covipany  are  equipped  with  two  engines  of  Hat  factories. 
140  horse-power,  three  hign-pressure  boilers,  and  150  machines 
for  various  purposes.     They  employ  400  operatives,  and  can  pro- 
duce 2,000  felt  hats  daily. 

Julio  Lima  and  Company  have  an  engine  of  80  h.p., 
two  boilers,  and  300  machines  of  various  kinds.  They  employ 
250  workpeople  and  turn  out  1,200  felt  hats  per  day,  but  have 
appliances  to  increase  the  output  to  4,000  daily. 

Coinpanhia  Edificadora  employs  423  workmen.     They  under-  Carriage  and 
take  all  classes  of  carriage  and  waggon  building  for  road  or  railway  wageon 
service ;  all  accessories  are  prepared  on  the  spot,  including  the  ^^^®''*- 
metal  parts,  as  screws,  nuts,  washers,  buffers,  couplings,  springs, 
wheels,  locks,  lamps,  hinges,  &c. 

Fiat  Lux  employs   about    430   persons,   chiefly   women  and^-atch 
children,  earning  3  to  6  milreis  per  diem.     Capacity  of  production  factories. 
22,000,000  matches  daily,  being  300  tins  of  1,200  boxes  each.   The 
system  is  the  same  as  that  followed  at  the  Jonkopings*  factory. 

Fabrica  Cruzeiro  is  equipped  with  10  machines  of  the  most 
improved  American  system.  Eight  machines  turn  out  ordinary 
quality,  and  two  are  intended  for  smoker*s  quality.     The  sticks 
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and  boxes  are  all  made  here,  but  the  cardboard  is  imported.  Each 
machine  is  capable  of  turning  out  60  tins  daily,  each  containing 
1,200  boxes  of  60  matches. 

The  matchmaking  industry  seems  likely  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
the  taxation  craze,  and  affords  an  illustration  of  the  disaster 
which  may  be  thrust  on  enterprise  by  a  fiscal  system  which  is 
under  no  fixed  control. 

The  export  duty  alone  on  this  industry  is  equivalent  to  10  per 
cent,  of  the  capital  employed,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  on  reaching 
some  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union  the  matches  have  to  pay 
an  import  duty,  there  levied  in  protection  of  similar  local 
productions. 

There  are  many  other  taxes  and  licenses,  besides,  to  be  paid 
to   Federal  Government,   State    Government,  Municipality,  and 
Prefecture,  but  it  appears  that  the  export  tax  represents  the  last 
straw  in  the  burden,  and  unless  it  is  removed,  the  factories  declare 
that  they  will  be  forced  to   shift  their  operations   to  a  district 
where  fairer  treatment  is  conceded,  or  else   close  their  works 
altogether. 
Public  works         Passing  to  a  consideration  of  the  various  undertakings  con- 
and  moftiifl  of  cerned  with   the   development  of  public   works  and   means  of 
tion.™"^'^*"    communication,  it  cannot    be    said    that    happier  results  have 
attended  British  endeavour  in  this  than  in  other  fields  of  enter- 
prise.    In  saying  this  I  have  not  so  much  in  mind  the  pecuniary 
returns,  which  I  believe  are,  by  favour  of  the  better  exchange, 
becoming  less  reduced,  but  rather  the  difl&culties  encountered  by 
the  various  concerns  in  the  conduct  of  their  operations. 
Leopoldin*  Attention  may  first  be  given  to  the  Leopoldina  Eailway  Com- 

CDm^nv  P^^y»  whose  succcss  would  probably  determine  the  employment 
of  much  foreign  capital  in  undertakings  of  a  similar  nature,  that 
is,  the  taking  over  of  Brazilian  railways  which  are  imsuccessful 
under  their  present  administration. 

This  company,  notwithstanding  the  soundness  of  their  con- 
cessions and  rights,  recognised  by  both  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments, has  had  to  fight  its  way  through  some  60  lawsuits,  relating 
to  control  of  land  and  other  matters,  and,  even  so,  has  continued 
with  a  part  of  its  property — the  Carangola  section — under  legal 
embargo.  Order  was,  however,  being  attained  and  a  prospect  of 
success  appeared  within  measurable  distance,  when  disturbances 
broke  out  which  resulted  in  part  of  the  line  being  torn  up  and 
other  damages  inflicted  to  the  extent  of  10,000/.,  the  alleged 
ground  for  the  disturbances  being  public  dissatisfaction  with 
alterations  in  tariff,  which,  however,  had  been  put  into  operation 
in  accordance  with  constitutional  decrees.  Even  this  has  not 
discouraged  the  manager,  who  reports  on  the  movement  and 
prospects  of  his  line,  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  The  transport  of  coffee  is,  as  it  always  has  been,  the  main 
support  of  the  railway,  and  the  yield  last  year  was  generally  from 
25  to  30  per  cent,  greater  than  during  1898.  The  prices  received 
by  producers  were,  however,  much  reduced  last  year,  and  on  this 
account  the  condition  of  general  trade  in  both  Minas  and  Eio 
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was  not  very  flourishing,  aud  as  a  consequeuce  the  moveiueiit  of 
passengers  and  camp  stores  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the  interior 
was  somewhat  slack. 

"The  reduced  profit  derived  from  the  cultivation  of  coft'ee 
has  not  been  without  some  benefit  in  that  it  has  diverted  attentioa 
to  the  cultivation  of  other  products,  such  as  fodder,  rice,  tobacco, 
cotton,  sugar,  onions,  potatoes,  pig-breeding,  &c.  There  lias  been 
material  increase  in  the  planting  of  sugar-cane,  a  product  which 
at  the  present  time  is  giving  very  profitable  results. 

**  Without  being  able  to  prophecy  any  immediate  improvement 
of  a  material  nature,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  trade  conditions  of 
the  districts  served  by  the  Leopoldina  Railway  are  working  that 
way." 

Another  enterprise  which  has  had  considerable  opportunity  of 
studying  the  principles  of  Brazilian  law  in  connection  with  vested 
rights  in  concessions  and  allied  matters,  is  the  Sao  Paulo  Tramway,  Sao  Paula 
Light,  and  Power  Company.     Fortunately,  after  great  expense  LrhTand 
and  labour,  they  succeeded  in  disposing  of  a  sufficient  number  of  power**^ 
their  antagonists  to  enable  them  to  inaugurate  their   tramway  Company, 
traffic  on  May  1,  although  I  believe  a  great  part  of  their  con- 
templated work  is  still  under  embargo. 

The  following  interesting  particulars  regarding  the  properties 
and  works  of  the  company  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
manager : — 

"The  Sao  Paulo  Tramway,  Light,  and  Power  Company, 
Limited,  has  a  capital  stock  of  5,000,000  dol.  and  was  incorporated 
under  the  Ontario  Companies  Act  of  1897,  with  its  head  office  in 
Toronto,  On  tario,  Canada.  The  company  was  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  exploiting  an  electric  railway  concession  and  an  electric  power 
concession  granted  by  the  municipality  of  Sao  Paulo.  For  the 
working  of  their  project  the  company  acquired  a  valuable  water 
power  situated  on  the  River  TiSt^,  about  23  miles  from  the  city 
of  Sao  Paulo,  with  an  available  water  capacity  of  about  20,000 
horse-power.  For  the  use  of  this  power  the  right  was  obtained 
from  the  State  Government  to  erect  posts  and  wires  between  the 
water  power  and  the  city  of  S8o  Paulo,  for  the  transmission  of 
electric  power,  and  a  similar  grant  was  acquired  from  the  munici- 
pality of  Parnahyba,  within  which  the  water  power  is  located. 

"  The  company  began  its  work  in  Sao  Paulo  on  July  5,  1898, 
having  laid  its  first  rails  on  that  date.  Since  then  the  construction 
of  its  railway  lines  has  amounted  to  15-83  miles  of  single  track, 
being  10*80  miles  of  street.  The  company's  concession,  as  shown 
by  plan  approved  by  city  government,  covers  32  miles  of  street. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  ready  for  operation  15  electric  cars 
and  5  miles  of  track  and  over-head  lines.  In  order  that  the 
company  might  work  some  of  its  system  before  the  completion 
of  the  hydraulic  plant,  it  has  installed  temporarily  a  plant  of  500 
horse-power  capacity  for  the  supply  of  electric  light  and  current  for 
driving  cars.  The  plant  ordered  by  the  company  for  the  supply 
of  electric  light  aud  power  is  sufficient  to  place  at  the  disposal 
^t>20)  c 
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of  any  citizen  of  Sao  Paulo  whatever  electric  light  and  power  he 
niay  require  for  any  purpose.  From  present  indications  the 
company  will  have  this  hydraulic  plant  in  operation,  so  thnt  power 
can  be  supplied  from  it  early  in  the  year  1901. 

"The  hydraulic  work  at  Pamahyba  involves  the  construction  of 
a  (>ranite  dam  across  the  Tiet^  Kiver.  This  dam  will  be  12  metres 
high,  207  metres  long.  From  the  dam  to  the  point  where  the 
power  house  will  be  located  is  a  distance  of  about  700  metres. 
The  water  is  conveyed  to  the  power  house  through  a  steel  tube 
made  up  of  plates  rivetted  together,  being  about  4  metres  in 
diameter.  The  water  after  passing  through  this  large  tube  and 
before  passing  through  the  turbines  comes  to  rest  in  a  reservoir 
situated  about  200  feet  from  the  power  house.  The  power  house 
is  designed  for  an  ultimate  capacity  of  about  16,000  horse-power, 
this  being  divided  into  eight  units  of  2,000  horse-power  each. 
The  first  installation  will  be  four  units  of  2,000  horse-power, 
making  a  total  of  8,000  horse-power.  The  generating  dynamos 
are  directly  connected  to  the  turbines.  The  electric  current  will 
be  transmitted  to  Sao  Paulo  over  a  duplicate  transmission  line 
under  a  pressure  of  20,000  volts  to  the  distributing  station  in  the 
city  of  Sao  Paulo.  From  this  station  the  electric  current  will  be 
distributed  in  various  forms,  namely,  for  the  operation  of  electric 
cars,  for  electric  lighting,  both  incandescent  and  arc,  and  for 
electric  power.  Owing  to  the  very  high  price  of  coal  in  Sao  Paulo, 
the  increasing  price  of  wood,  and  the  cheapness  of  the  electric 
power  which  wUl  be  supplied,  it  is  anticipated  that  not  only  will 
the  factories  whicli  are  now  running  be  very  greatly  benefited  by 
this  new  power,  but  that  many  new  factories  vdll  soon  be  estab- 
lished hei-e. 

"  Tiie  immediate  development  of  the  street  car  system  and  the 

supplying  of  electric  light  and  power  to  the  city  contemplates  150 

electric  cars,  3,000  horse-power  in  electric  motors,  60,000  incau- 

descent  lamps  and  500  arc  lamps.     It  is  anticipated  that  within 

fl  few  years  the  electric  lighting  and  power  required  in  the  city  of 

Sao   Paulo   will   be   double   this  amount,  owing  to  increase  of 

population  and  industries." 

Scheme  for  Measures  are  on  foot  for  endowing  the  city  of  Rio  also  with  a 

supply  of        supply  of  electric  power,  a  concession  having  been  obtained  from 

to^o  ^^^^  the  prefecture  conferring  on  the  concessionnaires  the  exclusive 

riglit  of  sale  within  the  municipal  district,  during  50  yeai*s,  of 

electrical  energy  pi-oduced  by  water  power,  and  for  its  application 

to  all  industrial  uses,  excepting  only,  during  the  first  15  years, 

lighting  purposes,  for  which  period   the   gas  company  holds  an 

exclusive  privilege. 

The  concessionnaires  undertake  to  pay  to  the  municipality  200,000 
niilreis  before  commencing  the  distribution  of  electric  power,  also 
an  annual  contribution  of  100,000  milreis  during  the  first  15  years 
and  50,000  milreis  during  the  remaining  35  years.  It  is  further 
stipulated  that,  on  expiry  of  the  concession,  the  works,  plant,  &c., 
shall  revert  to  the  municipality  without  indemnity.  The  maximum 
selling  price  of  electric  power  is  to  be  400  reis  per  kilowatt  hour» 
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half  payable  in  currency  and  half  in  sterling  or  its  equivalent,  but 
lor  large  consumers  the  cost  will  probably  be  much  less. 

The  generating  power  is  to  be  derived  from  the  River  Lage, 
and  the  main  fall,  where  the  power  station  is  to  be  constructed, 
is  distant  60  kiloms.  from  this  city.  Besides  a  fall  of  60  metres, 
there  is  another  of  30  metres  and  a  series  of  rapids,  making  up  a 
total  available  difference  of  level  of  about  250  metres  in  a  length 
of  2,500  metres.  For  a  considerable  distance  back  from  the  head 
of  the  falls  the  river  has  little  fall,  and  an  extensive  widening  of 
the  valley  affords  an  admirable  site  for  the  construction  of  a  dam, 
by  which  the  available  working  force  can  be  doubled.  The  falls 
are  about  70  kiloms.  distant  from  the  source  of  the  River  Lage, 
the  catchment  area  exceeding  1,000  square  kiloms. 

The  quantity  of  water  has  been  frequently  measured  for  some 
years  past,  and  found  to  give  a  minimum  of  7,000  litres  per 
second.  By  construction  of  the  dam  350,000  cubic  metres  can 
be  stored  during  the  night. 

The  promoters  of  this  useful  undertaking  expect  to  obtain 
18,000  horse-power,  and  to  be  able  to  distribute  about  14,000 
horse-power,  allowing  for  leakage,  which  can  be  doubled  if 
required  by  damming  the  water  at  night.  It  is  estimated  that 
about  10,000  to  12,000  horse-power  are  actually  utilised  within 
the  city  area.  It  is  said  that  a  capital  of  520,000/.  will  be 
required,  and  that  the  intention  of  the  concessionnaires  is  to 
obtain  it  through  British  channels. 

The  realisation  of  the  pi  eject  should  have  a  powerful  influence 
on  the  development  of  local  industries  and  social  conveniences, 
but  the  consequent  diminution  in  the  consumption  of  coal  will 
probably  not  be  an  agreeable  feature  to  British  colliery  owners, 
particularly  if  the  system  is  extended  to  the  working  of  the 
Central  Railway,  which  is  said  to  be  feasible. 

The  Federal  Government  have  succeeded  in  leasing  to  private  Railway 
enterprise  the  San  Francisco  Railway  in  Bahia,  and  they  are  now  whemee. 
awaiting  further  offers  for  relieving  them  of  the  Southern  Per- 
nambuco  and  Paulo  Affonso  lines. 

The  announced  judicial  auction  of  the  assets  of  the  Sapucahy 
Railway  did  not  take  place,  the  company  being  reorganised 
on  a  plan  approved  by  creditors  representing  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  their  liabilities,  which  has  been  officially  sanctioned, 
and  by  which  the  interests  of  foreign  debenture-holders  are  main- 
tained, the  capital  of  the  Company  reduced  to  20,000,000  milreis, 
and  many  other  modifications  introduced. 

The  scheme  for  connecting  the  Sorocabana  to  the  Mogyana 
Railway,  and  laying  a  line  to  Santos  in  their  mutual  interest  is 
likely  to  be  realised.  Such  a  consummation  would  undoubtedly 
be  extremely  profitable  to  both  enterprises,  and  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  country  comprising  their  respective  zones. 

The  two  companies  have  now  in  traffic  more  than  2,000  kiloms. 

of  line,  and  the  combination  and  prolongation  schemes  now  under 

consideration,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  not  only  give  them  the 

traffic  from  Sao  Paulo  -o  the  coast,  but  would  also  enable  them  to 
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tap  impoiiunfc  districts  of  Goyaz,  Matto  Grosso,  Parana,  and  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul. 

The  expenses  of  th3  Sorocabana  line  during  1899  were 
stated  to  be  5,996,663  milreis,  and  the  receipts  9,484,639 
milreis,  showing  a  profit  therefore  of  3,487,976  milreis.  As,  how- 
ever, the  action  raised  in  the  local  cour1.s  by  London  debenture- 
holders,  in  consequence  of  the  Company's  non-fulfilment  of  their 
engagements,  is  still  sub  judicie,  there  has  been  no  indication 
of  any  intention  either  to  pay  interest  on  or  redeem  the  stock 
of  these  litigants,  and  the  realisation  of  profits  must  be  to 
them  for  the  present  a  matter  of  prospective  interest  only. 

Negotiations  carried  on  principally  in  London  for  the  transfer 
to  foreign  control  of  the  Sorocabana  and  Paulista  Railways  and 
the  Sao  Christovao  (Rio)  Tramway  Hue  appeared  at  times  likely 
to  have  a  successful  issue,  but  they  finally  collapsed. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  idea  of  substituting  electric  for 
steam  power  for  traction  work  on  the  line,  at  least  in  connection 
with  the  suburban  service.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the  trans- 
formation can  be  effected  with  an  expenditure  of  1,200,000  milreis 
if  the  line  is  to  be  furnished  with  a  special  generating  plant,  or,  of 
course,  for  much  less,  should  the  power  be  purchased  from  the 
projected  enterprise  for  distributing  electric  power,  of  which 
mention  has  been  made. 

In  this  part  of  Brazil  there  are  really  no  navigable  rivers,  and 
there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  railways,  or  at  least  open  roads. 
If  the  latter  existed,  until  capital  were  found  for  railway  exten- 
sion there  might  be  an  excellent  field  for  road  cars  with  wide 
wheels  and  moved  by  steam,  electric,  or  other  power,  such  as  I 
understand  are  used  in  India  in  districts  where  roads  are  in  an 
unfinished  state. 

These  industries,  however,  have  been  woefully  neglected,  and 
such  legislation  as  exists  on  the  subject  is  of  a  very  restrictive 
order,  more  calculated  to  repel  than  to  attract  capital.  Pressure 
is  constantly  brought  to  bear  on  railway  enterprise  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  rates  for  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers 
which  are  not  always  remunerative,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  official  fiscal  taxes  are  not  at  all  based  on  the  same 
principle.  The  chairman  of  the  Sorocabana  line  lately  pointed 
out  that  the  State  and  Federal  taxes  on  that  company's  traffic 
were  equal  to  40  per  cent,  of  the  freight  and  fares  collected.  A 
toll  of  that  propdttion  of  course  completely  neutralises  the  con- 
cessions made  by  the  companies  with  a  view  to  cheapening 
transport  and  so  encouraging  expansion  of  industries  and  trade. 

The  periodical  appearance  of  yellow  fever  epidemics,  in  the 
hot  months  of  each  succeeding  year,  has  doubtless  operated  greatly 
against  the  development  of  this  city  to  the  full  degree  of  its 
possibilities  as  a  great  commercial  port ;  and  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  the  prevailing  unsanitary  conditions,  the  late  Prefect 
considered  it  expedient  to  urge  upon  the  municipality  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  alterations  in  the  system  of  drainage,  and 
undertaking  other  works  calculated  to  entail  an  expendituie  of 
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more  than  6,000,000/.,  which  it  was  proposed  to  raise  by  floating 
a  foreign  loan. 

The  project  was,  however,  rejected  by  the  majority  of  the 
council,  who  argued  that  not  only  would  the  state  of  the  muni- 
cipal finances  allow  of  no  such  expenditure,  but  also  that  the 
necessary  sanitary  improvement  depended  on  the  intelligent  and 
thorough  utilisation  of  the  works  already  in  existence,  rather  than 
on  their  alteration  or  the  construction  of  others.  This  is  probably 
the  true  view  of  the  matter,  for,  if  the  state  of  things  revealed 
by  a  visit  to  the  reserved  parts  of  many  places  of  public  resort, 
such  as  caf^s,  restaurants,  confectioners'  stores,  &c.,  were  re- 
produced to  any  extent  in  private  dwellings  and  business  pre-  • 
mises,  it  must  be  allowed  that  no  perfection  of  drainage  could 
ensure  immunity  from  sanitary  disaster. 

Observation  of  hygienic  principles  on  the  part  of  each  indivi- 
dual householder  is  the  reform  required,  and  it  is  reassuring  to 
know  that  the  sanitary  authorities  are  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  obtain  a  conscientious  compliance  with  their  regulations,  both 
sanitary  and  prophylactic. 

The  drainage  of  Rio  is  controlled  by  the  Federal  Government,  Drainage 
and  the  work  has  been  performed  by  the  City  of  Rio  Improve-  ®^  ^^^' 
ments  Company,  under  a  contract  the  conditions  of  which  were  Rio  de 
established  when  exchange  was  at  par  (2s.  3rf.  per  milreis)  or  Janeiro  City 
thereabouts.  S'" 

At  the  low  rates  which  have  ruled  of  late  years,  the  business  Company, 
was  worse  than  unremunerative,  but  fortunately  the  Government 
have  now  been  able  to  revise  the  original  terms,  and  new  condi- 
tions have  been  established  which  require  the  company  to  extend 
the  area  of  their  operations  and  to  amplify  their  system  in 
various  ways.  It  likewise  provides  for  payment  on  terms  which, 
it  is  anticipated,  will  enable  the  company  to  execute  the  work 
thoroughly,  and  at  the  same  time  earn  a  reasonable  profit  on  the 
capital  employed. 

The  city  will  no  doubt  reap  much  benefit  from  this  reasonable  Prospective 
measure,  and  its  effects  may  be  greatly  enhanced  once  the  enter-  ^^p*jjjpiy. 
prise  already  referred  to  for  supply  of  electric  power  be  put  in 
actual  operation,  as '  this  undertaking  ofifers  to  supplement  the 
present  insufficient  supply  of  the  city,  free  of  cost,  by  the  whole 
of  the  water  available  after  passing  through  their  turbines,  the 
volume  being  estimated  at  700,000,000  litres  in  24  hours. 

German   enterprise   has   asserted   itself    in   connection    with  aerman 
municipal  concerns  in  acquiring  the  Villa  Isabel  Tramway  Cora-  SP.^f'Py™^' , 
pany,  and  in  founding  the  Brazilianische  Electricitats  Gesellschaft.  trlmw^^e. 
The"  object  of  the  latter  is  the  construction  and  exploitation  of 
electric    installations,    the    capital    subscribed    being   5,000,000 
marks. 

The   first  work  undertaken  by  them  in  this  district  is  the  Telephone 
laying  of  a  telephone  service,  with  underground  communication,  service. 
The  city  has  long  felt  tlie  want  of  such  convenience,  and  the  enter- 
prise  should   prove   very   successful.      It   is   intended  to  apply 
electric  traction  to  the  tramway  line,  and  both  enterprises  will 
be  equipped  with  plant  constructed  by  a  Berlin  firm. 

(620)  C  o 
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There  is  no  doubt  a  great  field  in  Brazil  for  electric  enterprise 
in  developing  traction,  lighting,  and  industrial  operations,  the 
numerous  watercourses  furnishing  unusual  facilities  for  generating 
power. 

Quite  recently  a  contract  was  placed  with  an  American  firm 
for  lighting  Jhe  city  of  Jiiiz  de  Fora  (Minas  Geraes)  by  electricity. 
The  contract  includes  50  street  arc  and  100  incandescent  lights, 
and  a  capacity  for  4,000  lights  of  16  candles  each  for  private 
consumption.  The  power  in  this  C€ise  will  be  derived  from 
waterfalls  distant  10  kilometres  from  the  city. 

The  Soci6t(5  Anonyme  du  Gaz  de  Rio  de  Janeiro,  a  Belgian 
company,  has  secured  an  extension  of  its  privilege  for  lighting  this 
city  by  gas  to  the  year  1940,  and  by  electricity  to  1915. 

The  distribution  of  electric  current  is  to  be  subterranean  and 
the  system  of  lighting  to  be  by  arc  lamps.  The  price  for  the 
first  five  years  is  fixed  at  800  reis  per  kilowatt  hour  for  the  State 
and  850  reis  for  private  consumers.  During  the  10  subsequent 
years  the  prices  will  be  reduced  to  750  and  800  reis  respectively. 
Payment  is  to  be  made  50  per  cent,  in  paper  and  50  per  cent,  in 
gold. 

Eecent  experiments  with  the  Auer  light  were  very  successful, 
and  this  system  is  now  to  be  adopted  in  connection  with  street 
lighting. 

There  is  no  doubt  much  room  for  improvement  in  the  street 
paving  and  other  public  works  of  Eio,  and  as  it  is  quite  probable 
that  in  the  near  future  an  endeavour  may  be  made  to  raise 
capital  for  employment  in  such  matters,  it  may  be  interesting 
to  ofler  some  particulars  as  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
municipality. 

The  city  revenue  for  1899  was  estimated^  at  19,229,490 
milreis,  of  which,  however,  only  17,709,070  milreis  were  collected; 
while  expenditure,  which  was  estimated  at  17,741,203  milreis,  in 
reality  reached  23,418,585  milreis,  leaving  a  deficit  of  nearly 
7,000,000  milreis. 

To  make  it  good  the  prefect  contracted  a  new  loan  for 
4,800,000  milreis,  which,  together  with  1,000,000  milreis  received 
from  the  Villa  Isabel  Tramway  Company,  reduced  the  deficit  to 
about  1,300,000  milreis,  and  this,  added  to  those  of  previous  years, 
produces  a  total  floating  debt  of  9,000,000  milreis. 

The  total  municipal  debt  is  as  follows  : — 

Amount. 


Milreis. 

Floating i        9,000,000 

Foreign  debt,  At  Sd 25,000,000 

Home  funded  debt ,      36,773,000 

Total        !      70,773,000 


Factory  for 
production  of 
smolieless 
gunpowder. 


The  Consulate  has  already  forwarded  to  the  Foreign  Office 
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particulars  of  the  condition?  upon  which  tenders  are  inWted 
by  the  Brazilian  Government  for  the  erection  of  a  factory  for 
the  production  of  smokeless  gunpowder  or  for  the  supply  of  such 
powders. 

Tlie  policy  noticeable  in  connection  mth  land  transport  Eestrictions 
has  its  counterpart  in  maritime  commerce  in  the  form  ot*  a »"  *o 
law,  evoked  by  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Con-  ^^^^^'^^ 
stitution,  by  which  coastwise  navigation — that  is  the  conveyance 
of  caigo  between  ports  in  the  Republic — is  restricted  to  native 
vessels,  or  rather  to  vessels  qualified  to  carry  the  Brazilian  flag. 
It  is,  perhaps,  surprising  that,  in  a  country  where  facilities  for 
shipbuilding  are  small  or  non-existent,  and  where  capital  lor 
acquisition  of  foreign-built  craft  is  not  abundant,  measures  should 
be  adopted  to  deprive  commerce  of  the  assistance  obtainable  from 
foreign  shipping.  Such  is  the  case,  however,  and  the  result  is  that 
the  Brazilian  coasting  trade  is  practically  monopolised  by  a  few 
enterprises  which  charge  arbitrary  rates  of  freight,  provide  inade- 
quate accommodation  for  rapid  and  regular  conveyance  of  cargo, 
and  sometimes  end  in  disaster  notwitstanding  all  the  advantages 
in  their  favour. 

A  conspicuous  example  of  such  misfortune  is  aiforJed  by  the  Hojd 
company  known  as  the  "  Lloyd  Brazileiro,"  which  is  in  course  of  ^™"^«^'"^' 
•liquidation,  the  assets,  including  docks  and  warehouses,  over 
40  steamers,  tugs  and  lighters,  stores,  &c.,  having  lately  been 
sold  at  auction  for  the  sum  of  9,000,000  milreis.  The  service  is 
being  continued,  and  the  further  evolution  of  the  enterprise  will 
be  followed  with  much  interest. 

The  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague  at  Santos  furnished  the  oppor- 
tunity to  foreign  vessels  to  take  larger  part  than  usual  in  the 
coasting  trade.  The  country  served  by  that  port  having  run  short 
of  food  supplies,  owing  to  the  quarantine  regulations  enforced,  it 
was  found  expedient  to  allow  foreign  vessels  to  enter  with  cai'goes 
from  other  Brazilian  ports,  provided  tliey  afterwards  cleared  for 
destinations  outside  the  Republic.  I  may  here  remark  that  a 
bounty  of  50  milreis  per  ton  is  granted  by  the  Brazilian  Govern-  Bounty  on 
meut  on  vessels  of  over  100  tons  built  in  the  country.  natiTe-built 

In  Annex  1  will  be  found  particulars  of  entries  and  clearances  Trans-ooeaniff 
of  shipping  engaged  in  trans-oceanic  traffic  during  1899,  and  from  shipping, 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  British  tiag  continues  to  hold  the  same 
prominent  position  as  hitherto,  the  number  of  vessels  being  495 
and  the  amount  of  tonnage  aggregating  972,712  tons,  representing 
about  half  the  total  movement. 

In  the  coasting  trade,  however,  of  which  details  are  given  in  Coastwise 
Annex  J,  it  is  noticeable  that,  among  foreign  flags,  the  lead  is  *  'PP*"^- 
held  by  Germany  with  67  vessels  against  32  British  vessels.     1 
may  explain  that  the  foreign  vessels  allowed  to  engage  in  coasting 
trade  are  exclusively  employed  in  carrying  salt,  for  which  native 
tonnage  is  insufhcient. 

With  regard  to  freights  I  have  received  the  following  informa-  Freight*, 
tion : — 

"The   regular   liners,   having   been   obliged   to    reduce    their 
(620)  '  c  4 
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freights  to  a  minimum,  viz.,  10  c.  and  5  per  cent,  per  bag  pf 
coffee,  during  the  first  months  of  1899,  owing  to  outsiders  being 
berthed  for  New  York  at  very  low  freights,  naturally  tried  after- 
wards to  recuperate  their  loss ;  the  freights  were  accordingly  raised, 
first  to  35  and  40  c,  and,  from  November  1, 1899,  to  50  c.  per  bag, 
which  rate  has  been  ruling  ever  since  for  the  United  States  ports, 
viz.,  New  York,  New  Orleans  and  Galveston. 

"  A  few  small  sailers  have  been  chartered  for  New  York  at 
20  to  25  c,  and  the  coffee  exported  to  Baltimore  has  been  shipped 
by  the  regular  sailers  which  perform  the  carrying  trade,  both 
import  and  export,  between  that  port  and  this. 

"For  the  principal  European  ports  the  freights  are  as 
follows : — 


Porte. 


Hamburg 

Bremsn   . . 

Amsterdam 

Goponhagen 

I  .ondon    . . 

Liverpool 

Havre 

Bordeaux 

Mameilles 

Genoa 

Trieste  and  Fiume 


Bate  of  Freight. 


Per  1,000  kilos. 


Per  900  kilos. 


Per  1,000  kilos. 


I 


35«.  and  6  per  cent. 

S6#.  and  5  per  cent. 

8S#.  and  6  per  cent. 
87«.  M.  and  5  per  cent. 

80«.  and  5  per  cent. 

9&S.  and  6  per  cent. 
35  f r.  and  10  per  cent. 
40  fr.  and  10  per  cent. 
40  fr.  and  10  per  cent. 
40  fr.  and  10  per  cent. 

45#.  and  6  per  cent 


"  The  export  of  coffee  to  Cape  Colony  has  been  very  limited 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  no  charters  have  been  effected 
for  tlie  last  six  months,  parcels  of  500  to  2,000  bags  having  been 
shipped  by  the  Royal  Mail  steamers  vi&  Southampton  at  compara- 
tively high  freights. 

"  Of  late  there  have  been  some  orders  for  sailers  and  very  high 
freights  offered.  The  Norwegian  schooner  "  Olivia"  has  just  been 
chartered  at  1,000/.  for  9,000  bags. 

"  British  shipowners  should  note  that  there  is  an  almost 
complete  want  of  small  or  middle  sized  sailers  all  along  this 
coast,  say  vessels  of  300  to  700  tons  dead  weight,  so  much  so  that 
exporters  have  been  obliged  to  ship  by  steamers  cargoes  for  which 
sailers  are  preferred,  as,  for  instance,  salted  hides  for  British  and 
Continental  ports  for  which  very  high  freights  would  be  paid,  say 
South  African  35s.  per  ton.    For  coffee,  also  for  the  South  African  ports,  extremely 


Want  of 
small  Bailers 
along  the 
coast. 


freights. 


.Manganese 
freight  8, 


RiTer  Plate 
trade. 


Iiigh  freights  are  paid,  and  a  very  brisk  business  is  expected  with 
these  quarters  as  soon  as  peace  is  re-established.  Vessels  loading 
6,000  to  10,000  bags  will  find  employment  at  freights  of  600/.  to 
1,000Z.  or  more. 

"  For  manganese  ore  steamers  sls  well  as  sailers  have  been 
chartered  at  freighte  much  higher  than  last  year,  viz.,  16s,  to  18s. 
for  direct  British  ports  and  13*.  to  15a  for  Philadelphia. 

"  The  shipment  of  cattle  from  the  River  Plate  to  this  country 
has  almost  completely  ceased,  and  the  importation  of  other  goods 
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from  the  Argentine  Republic  is  very  small  compared  to  what  it 
used  to  be. 

"  While  the  coal  freights  have  risen  from  12s.  to  19«.  for  Rio  Co»l  freights 
and  Santos,  freights  for  general  merchandise  by  the  regular  liners  o"*'^*«*8 
have  been  reduced  to  7«.  6d.,  both  from  Liverpool  and  Ham-  Beduction  of 
burg  and  other  principal  British  and  German  ports,  in  consequence  ^^^K^^^r 
of  the  competition  which  Messrs.  Freitas  and  Company  have  raised  merchandis© 
with  their  vessels  against  the  '  Conference '  lines."  outwards. 

A  noteworthy  incident  in  shipping  affairs  is  the  new  develop-  2P*""^\i  .■ 
ment  of  the  Spanish  Transatlantic  Company,  which,  aided  by  sub-  gerric" 
sidies  of  8,000,000  pesetas  from  the  Spanish  and  25,000/.  from 
the  Chilian  Government,  has  commenced  a  service  to  South 
American  ports.  After  touching  at  Rio  the  steamers  will  proceed 
to  the  River  Plate  and  thence  to  Valparaiso.  As  little  cargo  is 
brought  here  from  Spanish  ports,  their  operations  are  not  likely 
to  influence  our  freight  market  to  any  appreciable  extent.  It  is 
to  be  anticipated,  however,  that  they  vrill  be  preferred  for 
Spanish  emigrant  transport,  and  they  may  probably  divert  the 
coffee  carrying  trade,  to  some  extent,  from  its  present  channels. 
In  this  connection,  however,  I  presume  that  they  will  affect 
French  and  Mediterranean  lines  more  than  British. 

It  is  expected,  with  a  certain  d^ree  of  confidence,  that,  within  Prospect*  of 
the  year,  an  American  line  of  steamers  will  be  established  for  *"  American 
trading  with   South   American   countries   and   particularly  with  gj^,^,,,.g 
Brazil  and  the  River  Plate. 

My  attention  was  recently  called  to  a  form  of  London  Charter  London 
Party  for  ore  by  steamer,  respecting  which  there  was  divergence  p^JJ*^' 
of   opinion   between  master  and  charterers  as  to  correct  inter-    ^  ^' 
pretation  of  Clauses  3  and  17. 

Clause  3  rules : — 

"  Time  for  loading  and  discharging  under  this  charter  to  be 
reversible,  any  time  saved  in  loading  being  applicable  to  discharge 
and  vice  versi." 

Clause  17  directs : — 

**All  accounts  and  any  difference  or  disputes  in  regard  to 
loading  and  discharging  of  the  vessel  are  to  be  settled  at  the 
loading  and  discharging  poits  respectively." 

In  the  case  of  the  vessel  concerned  some  days  were  saved  here 
in  loading  and  the  charterers  claimed,  under  Clause  17,  settlement 
at  this  port  of  the  respective  despatch  money. 

By  virtue  of  Clause  3,  however,  the  captain  maintained  that 
the  matter  should  be  left  open  until  after  conclusion  of  the  opera- 
tions at  port  of  discharge,  inasmuch  as  time  saved  here,  and  even 
more,  might  be  lost  there.  As  the  charterers  would  not  concede 
the  point,  the  master  finally  settled  under  protest. 

There   has   been   an  immense  improvement  in  the   sanitary  Saniury 
conditions   of    this  port.      During  1899,  although   yellow  fever  c<>^'^*®'^'' "^ 
appeared,  as  usual,  in  the  town,  causing  720  deaths,  out  of  928  ^ 
cases,   there   were    only   three    deaths    ampng    British   seamen; 
and  during  the  five  months  of  1900,  although  there  have  been  263 
deaths  out  of  268  cases  in  the  city,-  only  one  of   the   seamen 
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belonging  to  British  vessels  has  lost  his  life  from  this  disease,  and 
he  did  not  contract  it  afloat,  but  in  the  hospital,  whither  he  had 
been  removed  for  surgical  treatment. 

In  the  matter  of  desertions,  also,  which  were  once  so  numerous 
among  the  crews  of  vessels  frequenting  the  port,  it  is  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  record  a  sensible  diminution. 

In  illustration  of  the  alterations  eflected  I  reproduce  here  a 
part  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  January, 
by  Mr.  Consul-General  Wagstaff,  in  which  these  matters  are 
dealt  with.     It  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  movement  of  shipping  during  the  year  1896  was  some- 
what abnormal  and  perhaps  a  ju«ter  basis  of  comparison  regarding 
the  changes  in  crews  can  be  established  by  taking  an  average  of 
those  recorded  during  the  years  1895,  1897,  and  1898. 

"  Proceeding  on  this  calculation  it  will  be  noticed  that,  while 
the  number  of  vessels  entered  in  1899  was  497,  against  a  former 
average  of  566,  the  tonnage  of  1899  exceeded  the  average  by 
30,036  tons;  being  972,713  against  942,677  tons,  and  that  the 
number  of  seamen  employed  on  board  the  vessels  was  4,524  above 
the  average  ;  being  24,492  as  against  19.968. 

"  It  is  most  satisfactory  to  notice  that,  notwithstanding  the 
very  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  seamen,  the  changes 
in  crews  were  greatly  reduced,  being  653  against  an  average  in 
previous  years  of  1,301.  Above  all  it  is  gratifying  to  observe 
that  cases  of  desertion  have  l>ecome  much  less  numerous,  having 
fallen  to  183  during  1899,  as  against  a  former  average  of  370 ;  in 
1896  they  numbered  no  less  than  679.  This  decrease  I  attribute 
in  the  first  place  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  sailing  vessels 
calling  at  Rio,  tlieir  place  being  taken  by  steamers  Mhich  remain 
but  a  short  time  in  port  and  do  not  require  their  crews  to  work 
cargo,  and  secondly,  to  the  suppression  of  bumboats  which 
furnished  to  the  crews  intoxicants  of  the  most  noxious  qualities. 
Suppression  of  "  The  abolition  of  this  abominable  bumboat  traffic  1  repeatedly 
bumboats.  solicited,  and  finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  through  the  effective 
co-operation  of  Dr.  Nuno  de  Andrade,  the  director  of  the 
department  of  public  health. 

"  The  same  suppressive  measure,  of  which  vessels  of  other 
nations  also  reap  the  benefit,  has  doubtless  further  contiibuted  to 
reduce  the  changes  in  crews  by  removing  a  prolific  cause  of  sick- 
ness, wliich  too  frequently  resulted  from  excessive  indulgence  in 
the  detestable  liquor  sold  by  these  bumboats.  In  any  case  there 
has  been  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  port  in  the  latter  years.  It  may  also  be  that  the  strict 
application,  by  the  Consulate,  of  the  provisions  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  sea- 
men have,  in  some  degree,  contributed  to  produce  the  satisfactory 
change  which  has  been  noted." 
Jiiibonic  Unfortunately  the  city  has  not  been  allowed  to  escape  entirely 

plague.  Q^  yjgji^  trom  the  dite  disease  now  prevalent  in  so  many  widely 

separated  regions — the  bubonic  plague.  Its  presence  here  was 
first  verified  in  January,  1900,  but  only  two  cases  were  put  under 
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treatment.  They  both  termiuated  fatally — death  in  one  case 
being  the  direct  result  of  the  malady,  and  in  the  other  the  issue 
of  cachexia  which  supeTrvened  after  a  cure  of  the  plague  had 
been  effected.  Again  in  April,  1900,  its  presence  has  been 
reported,  but  as  the  authorities  believe  that  the  nucleus  of 
contagion  has  been  destroyed,  the  port  is  not  to  be  declared 
foul.* 

The  enforcement  of  quarantine  regulations  on  vessels  arriving  Quarantine 
from  other  suspected   or  infected  ports  gave  rise,  as  usual,  to  arrangementa. 
complaints,  owing  to  the  inadequate  accommodation  provided  for 
this  service ;  even  vessels  bound  for  Para  being  required  to  repair, 
for  disinfection  and  other  operations,  to  Tlha  Grande,  2,300  miles 
distant. 

The  extra  expense  forced  on  vessels  by  this  virtual  duplication 
of  their  contemplated  voyages  must  have  amounted  to  a  very 
considerable  sum,  to  say  nothing  of  the  serious  discomfort  which 
many  of  them  must  have  experienced  through  shortness  of  stores 
arising  from  this  unexpected  treatment. 

The  inconvenience  of  the  situation  was  ultimately  some- 
what mitigated  by  equipping  the  quarantine  stations  in  course 
of  preparation  at  Para  and  Pernambuco  suflSciently  to  admit  of 
vessels  bound  for  northern  ports,  and  requiring  only  disinfection 
or  observation,  to  be  treated  there ;  strict  quarantine  had  to  be 
purged,  in  all  cases,  at  Ilha  Grande. 

It  should  be  noted  that  any  shipmaster  making  false  state-  Penalty  for 
ments  as  to  his  port  of  departure  or  ports  of  call,  when  such  ports  f»i»e  state- 
are  foul,  may  be  prohibited  by  the  authorities  from  entering  any  ^pmasteps. 
port  of  the  country  in  command  of  a  vessel. 

According  to  a  recent  regulation  all  steamers  or  sailing  vessels,  New  entry 
of  whatever  size,  entering    Brazilian   ports,   with  the   exclusive  ^^^^^^^^ 
object  of  receiving  orders,  will  pay  a  fee  of  21,  and  they  may  remain  caUing  for 
10  days  in  port  and  receive  water,  coal,  or  provisions,  under  the  orders, 
supervision  of  customs,  police,  and  sanitary  authorities.     In  this 
fee  all  charges  are  included ;    the  period    of    10    days    being 
prolongable  to  15  on  justification  being  shown ;  when  15  days  are 
exceeded,  the  vessel  will  be  subject  to  the  conditions  of  an  ordinary 
entry. 

A  decree  has  been  issued  providing  for  a  general  census  of  the  Population, 
population  of  Brazil  in  December,  1900.     It  is  estimated  that  the 
population  of   the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  at  the  present  time 
numbers  about  780,000. 

Immigration  has  not  been  active  lately,  in  fact  it  is  said  that  Inmugratiott. 
the  recent  unprosperous  condition  of  this  part  of  the  country  has 
produced  more  withdrawals  than  arrivals.  During  the  year 
1898-99,  27,650  immigrants  were  landed  in  Eio  and  were 
forwarded  to  various  districts.  Particulars  of  their  nationalities 
will  be  found  in  Annex  K. 

Considerable  agitation  is  now  noticeable  in  favour  of  promoting 
immigration  from  Japan,  and  it  is  said  that  the  authorities  of 

*  May  26. — At  the  time  ot  closing  this  report  the  plague  is  again  with  us, 
and  the  port  was  declared  foal  on  the  21st  instant.  Since  the  6th  instant  there 
have  been  46  cases  and  nine  deaths. 
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that  country  are  favourably  disposed  to  the  idea.  With  Japanese 
colonists  the  prospects  of  landed  properties  would  prolmbly 
improve  greatly  and  capitalists  disposed  to  acquire  estates  and 
work  them  with  such  settlers,  enjoying  a  permanent  interest  in 
"the  land,  might  find  the  investment  profitable.  Perhaps  no  better 
attraction  need  be  offered  than  the  adoption  of  the  co-operative 
principle,  in  vogue  in  some  parts  of  Australia.  But  it  is  to  be 
supposed  that  Japanese  could  scarcely  be  attracted  on  the  terms 
now  offered  to  immigrants,  which  place  them  in  the  position  of 
mere  labourers,  without  any  of  the  advantages  generally  conceded 
in  other  countries,  such  as  allotments  of  land,  initial  Government 
aid  and  support,  &c. 

As  to  intending  British  immigrants  I  can  only  repeat  what  has 
already  been  often  said  for  their  guidance,  that  this  country  is  not 
suited  to  them;  they  would  find  their  environments  entirely 
different  from  what  they  are  accustomed  to.  Neither  should 
clerks,  mechanics,  miners,  or  operatives  of  any  class  come  out 
unless  to  take  up  pre-an*anged  appointments.  And  I  may  mention 
that,  when  contracts  of  service  are  made  in  the  United  Kingdom 
with  persons  domiciled  in  Brazil,  the  signatures  to  the  deed  of 
cx)ntract  should  be  attested  by  a  Brazilian  Consular  officer,  in 
order  to  obtain  judicial  effect  for  the  document  in  this  country. 
Passports.  Passports  are  not  officially  exacted,  but  travellers  are  recom- 

mended to  carry  them,  as  they  are  often  of  much  use  for  purposes 
Postal  regula-  q{  identification  and  in  cases  of  emergency. 

tions.  ^g  inconvenience  has  arisen  through  want  of  information  on 

two  points  connected  with  postal  arrangements,  I  think  it  well  to 
refer  to  them  here. 

The  first  is  that  postal  orders  are  not  payable  in  Brazil. 
The  second  is  that  the  addressees  of  letters  containing  drafts 
or  notes,  payable  at  sight  to  bearer,  are  required  to  pay  a  fine  of 
25  per  cent,  of  the  amount  enclosed  or  to  return  it  to  the  sender. 

Those  who  have  remittances  to  make  should,  therefore,  avoid 

forwarding  them  in  either  of  these  two  forms. 

Addresses  of  In  Annex  L  are  given,  for  the  information  of  those  desirous  of 

local  British    opening   up   business   relations,  the   addresses    of    British  firms 

iSris'tration    established  in  this  city,  and  I  may  point  out  that  no  firm,  whether 

of  commercial  foreign  or  native,  can  be  officially  registered  in  Brazil  (which  is 

firms.  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  protection  and  privileges  provided 

by  the  Commercial  Code),  unless  proof  be  produced  that  the  names 

figuring  in  the  style  of  the  firm  are  in   reality  borne   by  the 

members  of  the  firm. 

In  the  same  annex  are  mentioned  the  local  publications  most 
likely  to  interest  those  having  commercial  relations  in  this  place. 
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Annex  B. — Packagbs  of  Textile  Manufactures  Imported  into 
Eio  de  Janeiro  during  the  Years  1896-99. 


Quantity. 


Year. 


Cotton.         Wool 


Linen. 


Silk. 


Total. 


Packaf^es. 

1896 46,596 

1897 26,283 

1898 46,618 

1899 28,462 


Package!.  ,  Packages.  Packages. 
7,111       f        982  303 

4,215  708       ,         242 

5,490  774  256 

8,764  767  197 


Packages. 
53,992 
31,448 
53,137 
33,190 


Annex  C— Return  showing  Monthly  Rates  of  Exchange  on 
London  at  90  days'  sight  ruling  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  during 
the  Year  1899. 


Month. 

Kate  per  Milreis. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

January  . . 

February            

March 

April 

June        

July        

August 

September          

October 

Norember           

December           

Si 

6i 
6H 

d. 

7J 
7« 

8i 
8A 

7A 

Annex  D.— Table  showing  the  Oscillations  in  Bank  Rates  of 
Exchange  on  London  at  90  days'  sight  ruling  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro  during  the  Years  1890-99. 


Year. 

Bate  per  Milreis. 

From— 

To- 

1890         

1891        

1892  ••         ■•         ••         ^» 

1893  ..          

1894        

1895        

1896        

1897        

1898        

1899        

d. 
26* 
lOf 
10* 
lOA 

V- 

71 
61 
B» 
6t 

ll. 
201 
,     2U 
161 
18* 
18 
Hi 

7' 

Si 
84 
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Annex  F. — Beturn  showing  Extreme  Prices  in  Cents,  per  Lb., 
for  Coffee,  Grade  7,  in  New  York,  during  the  Years  1899-97. 


Month. 

1899. 

1896. 

1897. 

From— 

To- 

From— 

To- 

FMm— 

To- 

:   Cents. 

Oenti. 

Cento. 

Cento. 

Cento. 

Cento. 

Januaiy 

.!      6k 

ef 

6* 

«i 

9* 

10* 

February 

•        «* 

6i 

6i 

«# 

9» 

»i 

March.. 

,.      6k 

e-.- 

ik 

6i 

8i 

H 

r::    : 

.:    61 

ft; 

6i 

7 

7i 

8 

•i    «* 

6* 

6* 

7 

71 

8 

June    . . 

.        6i 

6* 

i      »* 

6» 

7» 

7t 

July     .. 

.        6f 

6) 

6 

6* 

7i 

7* 

Augiift 

6| 

6i 

6 

61 

6i 

7# 

S«pt«mlMr 

6* 

B| 

1      6 

6| 

61 

n 

October 

.      »A 

«i 

1      6* 

6* 

6t 

7 

NoTembtt 

6i 

7 

.      6i 

61 

6k 

61 

Dwember 

.        6 

7 

81 

7 

6k 

6| 
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Annex  G. — Beturn  of  Exports  of  Cofifee  from  Bio  de  Janeiro 
during  the  Year  1899. 


Destination. 

Quantity. 

TotaL 

United  States^ 

New  York          

New  Orleans 

Baltimore           

Havana 

Bags* 

1,827,799 

295,360 

212,727 

1,000 

Bag..» 
2,386,886 

719,721 

219,561 
228,540 

Europe,  Ac. — 

Hamburg            

Marseilles           

Genoa 

Trieste 

Hayre     •  •         .  •         •  •         •  • 
Antwerp  .         *  •         •  •         •  • 

London 

Bordeaux           

Southampton 

Odessa 

ISremen  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Smyrna  .  .         ••         ••         •• 

Algiers 

Aleiandria         

Copenhagen 

Naples 

Rotterdam          

Oporto 

Lisbon 

Liverpool           

Dakar 

221,895 

129,475 

115,014 

77,630 

69,345 

36,465 

20,786 

20,411 

17,709 

4,727 

1,587 

1,126 

1,126 

875 

760 

388 

275 

125 

50 

44 

20 

5 

Other  countries — 
Gape  of  Good  Hope      .. 

River  Plate        

Valparaiso,      Punt&     Arenas, 
Coquimbo 

129,240 
87,239 

3,062 

Coastwise — 
Northern  ports  of  Brazil 
Southern  ports  of  Brasil 

170,819 
57,721 

•  • 

•  • 

Grand  total 

„        for  preceding  year 

8,504,708 
8,441.166 

Increase  in  1899        .  •         •  • 

- 

63,542 

•  Bags  of  60  kilos.,  or  182  lbs.  each. 
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Annex  H. — ^Return  showing  the  Exports  of  Coffee  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  during  the  past  Five  Years. 


Europe. 

Quai 

Cape  off 
Good  Hope. 

idtr. 

Year. 

United 
States. 

airer  Plate 

andPscUe 

Pona.. 

Coastwise. 

'      Total. 

1605 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Bagf. 
...     1,780,001 
...     1,724.498 
...     2,454,613 
...     2,149,902 
...     2.336,888 

bags. 
683,802 
718,484 
1,221,074 
902,169 
719,721 

Bags. 

,  105,210 
121  625 
160,676 

■  118,772 
128,240 

Bags. 
74,282 
82.919 
74,368 
89,679 
90,821 

Bags. 
120.842 
137,632 
166,003 
180,644 
228,540 

i       Bags. 
2,763,727 
2,7.»4,988 
4,066.734 
3.441,106 
3.604,708 

Annex  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
Engaged  in  the  Foreign  Trade  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


SaUing. 


Total. 


NationaUty. 


,  Namberof 
I     Veisels.    < 


Tons. 


I  Nnmberot 
!     Vessels. 


Tons. 


Number  of 
I     Vessels. 


Tons. 


1— 

Great  Britain 

63 

70,087      ' 

419 

866.275 

482 

,       936,362 

Bratil        

2 

2,978      ' 

61 

43,078    ' 

53 

'         46,056 

France       

6 

6,017 

147 

324,767 

153 

330.784 

Ocnbsnj   

26 

36,034 

110 

206,740    , 

U6 

242,774 

Italj          ' 

7 

4,634      ' 

72 

162,263    1 

79 

166.887 

Norway           and  ■ 

I 

Sweden 

39 

32,336      1 

5 

7,471     1 

44 

39,807 

51 

38,797      1 

79 

115,472    i 

130 

1,077 

154,269 

Toisl      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

194 

190,883      ' 

883 

1,726,056    ; 

1    1,916.939 

295 

271,064 

923 

1,798,097 

1,218 

2,069,161 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of  '       «„„. 
Vessels.    ;      ^®°•• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Great  Britain      ... 

Brazil        

France      

Germany 

Italy          

Norway           and 

Sweden 

Other  countries  .. 

70 
6 
6 

27 

7 

44 

63 

84,101       1          385 
2,299      ;            48 
6,(J37                119 

34,234      >          104 
4,840      1            76 

34,895                    5 
40,345                  70 

868,992 
40,663 
276,966 
193,669 
168,491 

6,802 
101,4I?3 

455 
63 
126 
131 
83 

49 

123 

943,093 
42,962 
282,993 
227,803 
173,331 

41,697 
141,828 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

212        1     206,751                807 
301         ,     271,041       i          823 

1,646,966 
1,686,671 

1,019 
1.130 

1,863,707 
1,967,712 

Nora. — The  sbove  return  li  taken  from  the  .**  Journal      Commerce  " ;  according  to  the  register 
at  the  ounsulate  the  entries  of  Britiah  shipping  were  495  reisels,  of  972,712  tons  register. 
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Annex  J. — Ebturn  of  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Coast  Trade  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro  during  the  Year  1899. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Grennany          •  • 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Great  Britain  .. 

Portugal 

Other  countries 

-67 

8 

9 

32 

14 

14 

Not  dis. 
criminated. 

70 
9 
12 
56 
16 
16 

'3  g 

Total 
BiMil 

144 
1,086 

266,831 
395,4^ 

178 
1,085 

311,633 
370,447 

Annex  K — Return  of  Immigrants  Arrived  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 
during  the  Year  1899. 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Austro-Hungarian 

G-erman 

Armenian 

American • 

Arabian      ..         

Argentine 

Belgian 

Chilian        

Danish 

French        

Spanish 

Dutch         

Italian        

British        

Moorish 

Portuguese 

Russian 

dyrian         

Swiss           

246 

232 

8 

76 

113 

42 

18 

1 

1 

245 

2,586 

6 

13,673 

63 

30 

9,300 

137 

857 

16 

Total 

27,660 
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Mo.  2493.  Annaal  Series. 

JSeference  to  previotis  Report^  Annual  Series  No.  2357. 


Repait  on  the  Trade  of  Bulgaria  foi'  the  Year  1899. 
(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  July  0,  1900.) 


Sofia. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Freeman  reports  as  follows : — 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Bulgaria  in  1899  was  far  Depretnon  of 

than  that  of  any  year  since  1888.   Both  imports  and  exports  fell  **•"•• 
off  some  20  per  cent,  in  comparison  with  those  of  1898,  and  30  per 
cent,  in  comparison  with  the  average  of  the  10  years  1889-98. 

A  bad  harvest  coming  for  the  third  year  in  succession  caused 
a  financial  and  commercial  depression  which  brought  the  country 
to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  Recourse  has  been  had  to  a  foreign 
loan  on  onerous  terms ;  the  salaries  of  all  persons  in  the  Govern- 
ment service  and  of  oflBcers  in  the  army  have  been  greatly  reduced; 
the  old  system  of  collecting  the  tithe  on  agricultural  produce  in 
kind  instead  of  in  cash  has  been  reverted  to,  and  free  use  has 
been  made  of  a  new  law  rendering  legal  the  payment  in  silver  at 
the  ofiBcial  rate  of  exchange  of  amounts  due  by  the  Government 
in  gold.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  present  rate  of  12^  per 
cent,  will  not  be  exceeded,  for  harvest  prospects  are  good  through- 
out the  country ;  but  the  warning  contained  in  last  year's  report 
as  to  the  necessity  of  caution  in  the  giving  of  credit  cannot  be 
too  emphatically  repeated. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  tiude  of  the  last  five 
years : — 


Year. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Average  for  10  yean,  1889-98 
1800 


Yalae. 


ImporiB. 


Exports. 


£ 
2,760,812 
3,061,211 
8,869,770 
2,909,210 

8,288,692 

2,407,128 


8,107,422 
4.849,699 
2,891,620 
2,661,480 

8,097,620 

2,188,684 


Toial. 


£ 
6,868,286 
7,410,810 
5,761,890 
6,570,690 

6,881,812 

4,646,807 


(643) 
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Importi.  Full  trade  statistics  for  1899  have  not  yet  been  published,  but 

enough  can  be  gathered  from  the  quarterly  returns  to  show  that 
the  position  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  beginning  to  be  seriously 
threatened. 
DecUneof  Austria  and  Hungary  are  a  long  way  ahead,  while  Germany 

BiitiBh  tmU.  g^^  Italy  are  rapidly  gaining  ground.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  credit  facilities  afforded  by  our  rivals,  or  even  the  cheapness 
of  their  goods,  are  the  only  or  the  principal  stepping-stones  to 
this  successful  competition.  They  send  experienced  and  pushing 
travellers  all  over  the  country  to  study  the  requirements,  tastes, 
and  prejudices  of  possible  customers,  accept  even  the  most  trifling 
orders  so  as  to  get  a  footing  in  new  markets ;  supply  goods  strictly 
according  to  the  sample  approved — not  "  something  better  or 
something  equally  good  " — adhere  scrupulously  to  conditions  and 
specifications,  and  pay  particular  attention  to  details  in  regard  to 
measurement,  packing,  &c.  Several  cases  have  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  this  Consulate-Greneml  in  which  neglect  of  so 
elementary  a  precaution  as  the  suppljring  of  articles  in  exact 
accordance  with  samples  or  specifications — an  all-important  matter 
in  dealing  with  a  conservative-minded  people  prone  to  suspect 
trickery  where  none  is  intended — has  given  rise  to  wholly  un- 
necessary disputes,  and  induced  either  the  purchasers  to  with- 
draw their  custom,  or  the  vendors  to  retire  in  disgust  from  the 
field. 

Retukn  of  Imports  from  following  Countries  during  the  Years 

1897-99. 


1897. 

1888. 

1899. 

Conntriet. 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Value,*    ^ 

Quantity. 

Vaina.* 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

£          1 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

United    Kingdom 

•ndBritisbpot- 

MMions 

62,503 

928,117 

48,926 

696,845 

26,171 

498,736 

AoBtriarHimgary... 

70,166 

864,674 

88,978 

818,198 

64,804 

787.624 

Germany 

9,862 

424,946 

10,250 

876,622 

6,580 

841.724 

Turkey      

U,939 

879,541 

36,408 

297,795 

31,284 

259,842 

Fiance       

13,822 

164;704 

19,158 

172,427 

18,210 

128,990 

Italy          

7,792 

126,850 

7.941 

108,298 

6.946 

127,796 

muiBia       

21,465 

168,861 

16,911 

126,657 

10,549 

87,263 

30,675 

89,464 

26,886 

61,298 

24,898 

66,428 

Belgium 

8,442 

94,707 

9,268 

148,660 

4,769 

61,946 

StfTia        

7,826 

48,488 

S,662 

82,580 

11,468 

40,bl8 

Greece       

688 

18,728 

1,101 

21,202 

970 

21,668 

Swiuerlaad 

228 

87,4i^2 

118 

22,248 

128 

18,674 

United  StatM      ... 

262 

18,141 

878 

15,880 

178 

8,162 

Sweden  and  Nor- 

way        

810 

2,988 

216 

2.069 

816 

2,946 

Holland     

42 

2,244 

50 

4,886 

82 

1,872 

Other  oonntriM  ... 

271 

6,020 

808 

6.081 

2r8 

8,250 

To«*'{5sr? 

266,7101 

8,869,770 

r    270,6621 
i       7.733/ 

2,909,210 

r    200^4991 
1       »,«7/ 

2,407.128 

*  Value  of  quantify  and  number. 


r  Lire  stock,  vebides.  Ac. 
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Return  of  Imports,  by  Categories,  during  the  Years  1897-99. 


1W7. 

1898. 

1899. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Met.  ton. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

« 

Met.  ions. 

£ 

TeztilM 

11,968 

1,288,152 

9,687 

878,225 

8,720 

827,030 

S1,4S5 

879,989 

43,649 

428,898 

16,055 

218,196 

Machinnr,  Ac 

4,121 

172,785 

5,547 

208,978 

2,679 

213,176 

Colonial  fcoodM 

12,667 

215.288 

14.254 

214,196 

12,846 

18b,068 

Hide.,  leather,  Ac.    ... 

1.849 

197.59i 

1.664 

158.128 

1,175 

113,946 

Timber,  furniture.  Sec. 

58.ftOA 

151,679 

60,014 

166.268 

40,067 

107,097 

Oils,  soap,  candles,  Ac. 

5,16S 

182,665 

3,713 

101,589 

3,865 

103,047 

Stone,  comcnl,  glass. 

Ac 

27,614 

110,711 

82,804 

112,621 

26,828 

86.469 

Mineral  oils,  tar,  Ac. 

18,878 

105,561 

16,276 

80,808 

18,997 

81,242 

Paper  and  paper  goods 
Wine,  beer,  spirits     ... 

8,558 

79,057 

8.506 

76,584 

2,922 

61,886 

.    1,921 

38.084 

4,188 

65,090 

2,541 

43,698 

Animal  food  produce 

1.996 

5^047 

2.060 

49,927 

1,544 

41,660 

2,7^9 

60,927 

1.789 

88,070 

1,612 

83,661 

Fuel       

82,604 

80,134 

28.478 

29,573 

80,923 

31,669 

2,272 

28,834 

1.762 

27.851 

2,022 

28.998 

Cereal   produce  (rice. 

Ac.)    

5,565 

59,514 

4.144 

88,446 

2,849 

26,803 

Chemical  products     ... 

1,901 

27,088 

1,768 

26,670 
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Rbtukn  of  Exports  to  the  following  Countries  during  the  Years 

1897-99. 


Countries. 

1897 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity.  1 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Volue.* 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

United   Kingdom 

1 

and  British  pos- 

1 

sessions  

146,108 

691,763 

102.169 

413,668 

109.781 

894,964 

Tnrker      ... 

49,428 

437,408 

79,680 

664.562 

101,968 

847,987 

France      

60,839 

840,217 

42,032 

285.974 

26,682 

196.609 

Aoniia  Hungary... 

17,855 

144,014 

78,253 

387,372 

9,321 

16rt,408 

Oermany  

66,828     , 

311.892 

68,368 

2»7,267 

31,402 

147,846 

Belgium    

41,073 

205,166 

68,180 

346,5M 

27,186 

128,609 

Greece       

7,419     1 

41,714 

10,040 

66,875 

9,617 

61,409 

Italy          

4,027 

80,148 

12,626 

89.474 

4,111 

41.063 

United  States 

10     1 

694 

9 

12,258 

11 

21,850 

Koumania 

6,603 

14,636 

11,680 

23,917 

9,690 

21.716 

Bnssia       

287 

2,987 

810 

4,877 

240 

6,086 

Serria        

1,486 

10,264 

7,670 

26,994 

4,698 

10,081 

Holland     

7,990 

44,498 

6,166 

29,5S0 

1.486 

5,687 

Switxerland 

10 

280 

80 

379 

38 

438 

Unknown     deitl- 

nations  .m       .»• 

26,771 

116,474 

7,698 

f    468,6961 
\   472,026} 

32,747 
2,661,480 

21,601 

88,001 

ir«».i/ Met.  tons 

436,1691 
407,421  f 

2,391,620 

C    866,6161 

2.138,684 

Value  of  quantity  and  number. 


t  Live  stock,  rehlcles,  &c. 


Return  of  Exports,  by  Categories,  during  the  Years  1897-99. 


Articles. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Quantity. 

'    Value. 

Quantity. 

Vslue. 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

406,401 

1,866,744 

420,568 

1,939,774 

812,274 

1,812,060 

Live  8U>ck    ...    Number  ... 

407,06* 

b6,082 

471,806 

140,b24 

619,610 

100,67.'> 

Textiles ;  cocoons 

676 

116,260 

799 

144,726 

884 

162.992 

Animal  food  produce 

8,674 

96,830 

6,107 

186.099 

6,238 

188,802 

Hides,  skins,  Ac 

1,864 

60,166 

1,148 

107,606 

1,646 

127,380 

Perfumery 

46 

71,949 

66 

103,670 

49 

]06,62(> 

Timber,  woodwork,  Ac.    ... 

10,619 

28,708 

14,026 

36,422 

11,868 

27,6t«l 

Metals  and  metal  goods   ... 

894 

10.109 

644 

3.K29 

2,587 

23,698 

Fruit,  seed,  Ac 

1,766 

16,114 

2,867 

19,890 

1,58-^ 

14,262 

Bones,  gut,  bristies,  Ac.  ... 

1,098 

8,706 

1,472 

9,082 

2,627 

11,089 

Fuel 

2,950 

1,888 

10,009 

6,711 

12,739 

5,504 

Wine,  vinegar,  beer,  &c.  ... 

284 

1,986 

186 

1,804 

443 

3,350 

SuBac,Ac 

1,284 

3,846 

691 

1,951 

1,180 

8,260 

Tobacco :  colonial  goods  ... 

8U1 

12,077 

68 

2,379 

68 

2,774 

Stone,  srayel,  bricks,  Ac ... 

4,618 

1,669 

10,891 

2,958 

8,929 

1,260 

Other  ^ticiesjjj-^j^?*::: 

4091 
963! 

486,1691 
4f)7,421 } 

11,212 

{     ^} 

7,666 

r          2621 
\          337/ 

8,101 

•P«*«i    /Met.  tons... 
^"^    i  Number    «. 

2,891,620 

r    468,6981 
\   472,026  f 

2,661,480 

/    366,6161 
1    O-IO.XXi} 

2,188,684 
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Philippopous. 


Dmaiaioiic! 
trade. 


Ixportfl. 


Oeretli. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  McGregor  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  1899  more  than  justified  the  gloomy  prognostications 
)f  1898,  and,  although  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  there  appeared 
to  be  some  prospect  of  an  average  harvest  and  consequent  com- 
mercial activity,  the  drought  of  summer  and  the  increasing  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  Principality  soon  belied  these  hopes,  and  the 
condition  of  trade  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  may  be  said 
to  have  been  one  of  unparalleled  stagnation.  In  addition  to  the 
causes  above  referred  to,  the  withdrawal  of  the  Imperial  Ottoman 
Bank  in  consequence  of  the  new  Commercial  I^w  came  as  a 
heavy  blow  to  the  small  fanners  and  shopkeepers,  the  total  amount 
of  the  capital  thus  suddenly  taken  out  of  the  country  being  esti- 
mated at  more  than  2,000,000/.  No  less  favourable  moment 
could  have  been  chosen  for  closing  one  of  the  soundest  fi/iancial 
establishments  in  the  country. 

The  harvest,  upon  which  the  trade  of  the  Principality  depends, 
was  on  the  whole  far  below  the  average,  and  in  some  districts, 
notably  those  of  Haskovo,  Chirpan,  and  Yambol,  which  are 
regarded  as  the  garners  of  Eastern  lioumelia,  the  crops  were  a 
total  failure;  while  in  the  Prefectures  of  Philippopolis,  Stara 
Zagora,  and  Burgas,  the  maize  crop  to  some  extent  compensated 
for  the  general  falling-off.  The  hay  crop  was  a  good  one,  owing 
to  the  damp  weather  which  prevailed  in  the  spring,  but  the 
aftermath  was  destroyed  by  drought,  and  was  in  most  cases  left 
to  be  consumed  by  the  cattle  in  the  fields. 

The  total  value  of  exports  was  653,965/L,  being  a  decrease  of 
1 2:^,841/.  on  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  exports  of  cereals  were  insignificant,  being  as  follows  .• — 


CerejOs. 


To— 


Hani  wheat 

Soft  wheat* 

Maize 
Barley     . . 

Rye 


Greece  vii  Boorgas . . 
jyirianople  ▼!&  Hannanli   . . 
Dedeaghaeh  yii  Harmanli . . 


Greece  vii  Boanns .  • 
Adrianople  vift  Harmanli  . 
Dedeaghach  rift  Harmanli . 

Adrianople  vift  Harmanli  . 

Greece  vift  Boui>(a8 . . 
Adrianople  yi&  Harmanli  . 

Adrianople  vik  Harmanli 


Quantity. 


Torn. 
1,000 
800 
900 

14,000 

8,000 

400 

760 
600 

800 

100 


*  The  average  price  of  soft  wheat  was  12f.  6c{.  per  100  kilos. 

Rice.  One  of  the  most  striking  features  in  the  i^ecent  history  of 

aginculture  in  Eastern  Roumelia  is  the  revival  of  rice  planting. 
This  industry  was  introduced  from  Egypt  by  the  Turks  200  years 
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ago,  and  continued  to  flouridh  until  the  creation  of  the  province 
of  Eastern  Roumelia,  when  on  sanitary  and  other  grounds  it 
was  discouraged,  and  for  some  time  practically  ceased  to  exist 

During  the  last  few  years,  however,  attention  has  again  been 
devoted  to  this  neglected  industry,  and  the  results  obtained  are 
full  of  promise  for  the  future,  as  the  soil  and  climatic  conditions 
are  eminently  suitable,  and  experts  declare  that  Bulgarian  rice 
is  inferior  only  to  the  finest  Carolina.  The  method  of  cultivation 
is  still  primitive,  and  is,  I  am  assured,  identical  with  that  found 
to  answer  best  in  Italy.  Unsuccessful  eflForts  have  been  made  to 
introduce  European  ploughs,  and  a  plough  entirely  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  conditions  under  which  rice  is  grown  is  still  a  desideratum, 
as  the  fields  are  divided  into  small  squares  surrounded  by  ridges 
about  a  foot  high,  and  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  ridge  intact 
leads  to  much  waste  of  space,  it  being  impossible  to  continue  the 
furrow  .up  to  the  ridge  without  damage  to  the  latter. 

The  rice  harvest  of  1899  was  rather  below  the  average,  on 
account  of  the  drought  which  prevailed  during  April,  May,  and 
June.  The  insufl&cient  supply  of  water  was  a  serious  obstacle  in 
the  preparation  of  the  ground  for  sowing,  and  the  impossibility 
of  irrigating  sufficiently  during  the  earlier  stages  of  growth  had 
a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  vigour  of  the  crop.  In  the  Tatar 
Pazarjik  district  a  large  portion  of  ground  already  sown  had  to 
be  abandoned  altogether  in  the  hope  of  saving  the  remainder ;  but 
the  heavy  rains  of  July  and  August  improved  the  situation  to 
some  extent 

The  total  produce  was  as  follows : — 


Tatar  Pazarjik  and  Stirambey  diatrict 

Philippopolia  district. . 

Katunitaa  district       


Quantity. 


Sacks. 
18,000 
37,000 
12,000 


which  yielded  in  all  3,000  sacks  of  husked  rice  of  100  kilos,  each. 

The  quarantine  measures  against  imports  from  India  were 
favourable  to  the  local  trade,  and  prices  rose  as  harvest  time 
approached,  only  to  fall  again,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing 
scarcity  of  money  in  the  country,  to  about  30  fr.  per  100  kilos. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  central  Government  and  the 
local  authorities  are  making  every  effort  to  grant  facilities  to 
cultivators,  and  the  distribution  of  the  water  available  is  under 
State  supervision.  One  of  the  largest  planters  has  also  established 
a  pumping  engine  on  the  banks  of  the  Maritsa,  and  has  thus  been 
enabled  to  irrigate  a  large  extent  of  land  independently,  the  results 
obtained  being  highly  satisfactory.  This  method  of  irrigation, 
however,  is  beyond  the  me«ms  of  small  cultivators,  and  it  is  to 
be  desired  that  a  more  extensive  system  of  canals,  which  could  be 
abundantly  supplied  from  the  Maritsa,  might  be  organised. 

Under  the  most  favourable  circumstances  the  yield  of  rice 
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from  a  dunura  (2,500  square  metres)  of  laud  is  calculated  at  from 
8  to  10  bajjs  of  unhusked  rice  weighing  from  70  to  80  kilos.,  and 
in  bad  years  the  planter  cannot  count  on  more  than  three  or 
four  bags  from  the  same  area.  The  average  yield  in  1899  was 
only  five  bags  per  dunum.  The  cost  of  cultivation,  including  rent, 
labour,  and  seed,  varies  between  65  and  80  fr.  per  dunum,  a  figure 
which  excludes  the  possibility  of  serious  competition  with  ordinary 
Indian  rice,  in  spite  of  the  superior  quality  of  the  Bulgarian  article, 
but  were  the  Government  to  facilitate  and  regulate  the  supply  of 
water  and  diminish  the  export  dues,  this  industry  might  yet 
become  a  valuable  source  of  revenue  to  the  province. 

Otto  of  rose*'.  The  total  amount  of  otto  of  roses  produced  in  1899  is  esti- 
mated at  1,800  to  2,000  kilos.,  the  gi-eater  portion  of  which  was 
exported  at  prices  varying  from  700  to  850  fr.  per  kilo.,  the  prin- 
cipal buyers  being  Germany  and  the  United  States,  while  smaller 
quantities  went  to  France  and  the  United  Kingdom.  Dealers 
still  hold  considerable  stocks  dating  from  previous  seasons,  but  of 
this  a  comparatively  small  part  is  stated  to  be  pure,  and  the 
impunity  with  which  adulteration  is  practised  by  the  peasants  is 
said  to  have  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  lowness  of  the 
prices  obtainable  during  the  year.  There  is,  however,  some  pros- 
pect of  this  question  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
as  the  leading  distillers  are  fully  alive  to  the  danger  to  their 
interests. 

Silk.  The  production  of  silk  is  steadily  growing  in  importance,  and 

made  great  strides  during  the  period  under  review.  As  against 
16,000  ounces  of  seed  distributed  in  1898,  22,000  ounces  were 
distributed  in  1899,  of  which  a  third  was  of  local  production, 
the  remainder  having  been  imported  from  Italy,  France,  and 
Turkey.  The  cocbon  harvest,  although  not  of  the  best  quality, 
was  an  abundant  one,  and  prices  ruled  from  2  fr.  50  c.  to  3  fr.  26  c. 
per  kilo.,  being  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  higher  than  the  previous 
year. 

The  quantities  were  as  follows : — 


District. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Phillppopolis 

Sliven 

Stara  Zagora 

Tatar  Pazaijik 

HaakoTO 

Kilos. 

118,819 

11,749 

11,170 

6,118 

109,218 

£ 

14,841 

996 

1,094 

648 

12,494 

Total 

80,073 

All  the  cocoons  produced  were  exported  to  France  and  Italy, 
with  the  exception  of  75,000  kilos.,  which  were  reeled  in  the 
spinnery  recently  established  under  British  auspices  at  Staniinaka, 
producing  6,000  kilos,  of  raw  silk,  which  found  a  good  market  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 
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The  Government  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  encourage  the 
planting  of  mulberry  groves  by  almost  gratuitous  distribution  of 
saplings  in  the  silk-producing  districts,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
daring  the  year  more  than  150,000  trees  were  planted  along  the 
ri  vers  Maritza  and  Tunja.  The  Agricultural  School  at  Sadovo  has  a 
section  devoted  to  sericulture,  as  well  as  to  the  various  methods 
ot*  combating  disease,  and,  thanks  to  the  precaution  taken  in  this 
respect,  silkworm  disease  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence  during 
1899.  The  feeding  of  the  worms  is  still  carried  on  in  a  primitive 
fashion,  which  accounts  for  the  fact  that  both  in  quantity  anci 
quality  the  output  falls  short  of  what  might  be  expected,  1  ounce 
of  seed  at  present  producing  only  :^0  kilos,  instead  of  50. 

After  a  long  period  of  stagnation,  owing  to  the  abundant  AlcohoU 
vintage  of  1898,  the  alcohol  industry  revived  considerably  towards 
the  close  of  1899.  The  cause  of  this  activity,  which  cleared  out 
the  whole  stock  in  hand,  is  to  be  found  in  the  modification  of  the 
law  on  octroi,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  tax  is  now  levied  exclu- 
sively upon  articles  capable  of  being  taxed  at  the  place  of  pro- 
iluction,  such  as  beer,  tobacco,  alcohol,  and  sugar.  This  measure 
was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  illicit  compe- 
tition between  rival  producers,  who  had  themselves  become  farmers 
of  the  octroi,  creating  in  this  way  a  sort  of  monopoly.  The  new 
law  having  fixed  a  tax  at  the  rate  of  J  c.  per  litre  and  degree 
Gay-Lussac,  or  48  c.  per  litre  on  alcohol  of  96  degrees,  the  entire 
stock  available  was  immediately  bought  up  by  speculators  before 
the  said  measure  came  into  force,  and  after  an  agreement  entered 
into  with  the  tax-farmers  in  the  respective  communes.  In  this 
way  about  12,800  hectolitres  of  alcohol  at  95  and  96  degrees 
changed  hands  at  prices  varying  from  1  fr.  to  1  fr.  25  c.  per  litre, 
inclusive  of  excise.  Barely  half  this  quantity  was  used  for 
actual  consumption,  and  the  remainder  is  still  held  by  speculators. 

Hides  were  exported  in  considerable  quantities,  32  truck-loads  Hides, 
of  8,000   lamb-skins   each,   and   20,000   kilos,  of  ordinary  hides 
having  been  sent  to  Vienna  via  Tsaribrod. 

4,000  kilos,  of  dead  poultry  were  sent  to  Germany.  Poultry, 

Tlie  poorness  of  the  harvest  had  a  prejudicial  efifect  on  the  Kggg. 
egg  industry,  and  considerable  quantities  of  eggs  had  to  be  thrown 
uway  as  worthless  for  export.     180  truck-loads  of  100  boxes  each 
were  sent  to  Germany  and   Switzerland  vi&  Vienna,  a  certain 
portion  being  destined  for  re-exportation  to  other  countries. 

The  falling-off  in  general  imports  is  estimated  at  about  50  per  import*, 
cent,  below  the  figure  for  normal  years,  and  25  per  cent, 
below  that  for  1898,  the  actual  decrease,  according  to 
official  statistics,  being  99,513/.  British  yarns,  linens,  and  cottons, 
constituting  as  they  do  the  vastly  greater  proportion  of  the 
textile  imports,  suffered  considerably,  and  the  demand  for  fancy 
dress  goods  and  similar  articles,  most  of  which,  however,  do  not 
come  from  the  United  Kingdom,  was  almost  nil. 

British   yams   still   occupy   the  first  rank,  but   Italian   and  Yaru:«. 
Turkish  competition  is  daily  becoming  more  noticeable,  especially 
in  the  coarser  numbers.     Italy  does  an  extensive  trade  in  coloured 
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Bleached 
molls. 


Worsted  and 
■ewing  thread 


Broadcloth. 


Prints. 


WooUeDK 


Cottons. 


Cotton 
hftnd- 

kerchiefn. 


Cordage. 


Zjeatber 


Meials. 


Villus,  selling  at  lower  prices  than  similar  British  products. 
Italian  competition  is  also  noticeable  in  finer  yarns,  and  the 
l^vitish  spinnery  at  Varna  is  turning  out  large  quantities  of  cotton 
yarns  in  lower  and  medium  numbers,  which  have  naturally  an 
advantaj^ai  over  miported  goods. 

The  emigiation  en  mn^se  of  Armenians  from  Constalitinople  in 
1807  led  to  the  establishment  of  several  factories  for  "  yazmas/' 
and  the  success  of  this  industry  has  caused  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  importation  of  bleached  mulls. 

(Jermany  is  making  great  efforts  to  get  hold  of  the  trade  in 
worsted  yarns  and  sewing  thread,  and  the  products  of  well-known 
Biitish  firms  are  being  largely  and  successfully  imitated  by 
inferior  goods  made  up  so  as  to  deceive  the  eye  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quality. 

Germany  and  Austria,  esjxjcially  the  former,  have  flooded  the 
market  with  imitations  of  British  manufactures,  which  are  sought 
after  on  account  of  their  low  price,  excellence  of  quality  being 
little  taken  into  consideration.  Bulgarian  homespuns  (**  shayak  ") 
from  Sliven  and  Gabrovo  are  also  coming  into  favour,  thanks  to 
]>rotective  legislation  and  the  high  rate  of  exchange. 

Printed  cottons  of  the  better  class  are  supplied  in  large  quan- 
tities l)y  Germany  and  Austria,  but  there  is  a  growing  tendency  in 
favour  of  British  prints,  which  had  for  some  years  been  neglected 
by  this  market. 

Woollen  fabrics  from  Bradford  continue  to  find  a  good  sale, 
and  the  importation  of  these  articles  is  steadily  on  the  increase. 
Italy  occupies  the  foremost  place  with  flannels  and  flannellettes. 

In  Manchester  cotton  goods,  as  in  every  branch  of  the  textile 
industry,  Italian  competition  is  daily  becoming  more  fonnidable, 
and  the  decrease  in  British  in^ports  under  this  heading  must  to 
some  extent  be  put  down  to  this  cause. 

Tlie  importation  of  cotton  handkerchiefs,  which  are  commonly 
used  for  distribution  among  guests  at  weddings  and  other  family 
rejoicings  among  the  peasantry,  also  diminished  in  a  ratio  cor- 
responding to  the  lessened  purchasing  power  of  the  agricultui*al 
population. 

A  certain  quantity  of  cordage  and  twine  was  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  bulk  of  the  trade  was  done  as 
hitherto  by  Germany  and  Austria,  Italy  competing  successfully  in 
the  smaller  numbers  only. 

Leather,  and  more  particularly  sole-leather,  is  supplied  in  small 
quantities  by  the  United  Kingdom,  but  Italy  and  France  stUl 
keep  their  hold  of  the  market.  Polished  and  varnished  leather  for 
"  uppers  "  is  furnished  by  Germany  and  Austria,  the  local  products 
being  too  inferior  to  compete  seriously  with  foreign  manufac- 
tures. 

Great  Britain  supplies  tin,  zinc,  and  copper,  and  the  diminu- 
tion in  the  importation  of  these  articles  is  sufficiently  accounted 
for  by  the  general  depression  of  trade,  whereas  American  compe- 
tition is  rapidly  depriving  us  of  our  trade  in  steel,  iron  rods,  and 
T-iron,  as  also  in  rails,  rolled  and   cast-iron   plates,  and   nails. 
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(ierniaii  tiade  in  these  branches  has  dimiuished,  and   the  leading 
<  Jerman  houses  are  displaying  reluctance  to  accept  large  orders. 
Hard  steel  is  supplied  almost  exclusively  by  Austria. 
Iron  fancy  <joods  of  better  quality  come  from    England,  but 
iiermany  holds  the  market  for  the  cheaper  articles,  for  wliich  tliv 
demand  is  naturally  much  larger. 

Tin  pails  come  exclusively  from  England.  Tin  pails. 

Enamelled  ironware  remains  an  Austrian  speciality,  notwitli-  Enamelled 
standing  the  efforts  made  by  Germany  to  oust  it  from  the  market,  ^a^e. 

Iron  bedsteads  are  supplied  as  hitherto  by  the  United  King-  Bedateada, 
4lom,  but  the  imports  show  a  notable  decrease  owing  to  the  rise  in 
prices. 

Sewing  machines  are  now  largely  imported  from  German}',  Sewin^r 
and  compete  successfully  with  those  of  American  manufacture.       machinea. 

Agricultural  machinery,  such  as  threshing  machines,  bindci-s,  Agricultunl 
&c.,  is  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  Germany  supplies  ™aol»"»ei7. 
ploughs  and  harrows,  but  the  trade  is  not  a  flourishing  one,  as  the 
Bulgarian  peasant  is  loth  to  abandon  his  primitive  implements  in 
favour  of  complicated  and  expensive  machines,  which  are  ditticult 
to  repair,  and  are  more  adapted  for  use  on  large  estates.  Several 
British  firms  have  endeavoured  to  make  an  opening  by  sending 
out  price  lists  in  English,  but  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
they  have  no  chance  of  competing  with  the  German  and  Austrian 
houses,  who  establish  depots  in  the  grain-growing  centres,  and 
induce  the  peasants  to  buy  by  accepting  payment  in  kind. 

The  bicycle  trade  is  a  very  small  one,  although  it  is  developing.  Bicycles, 
in  spit<5  of  the  unsuitable  nature   of  the   roads.     Austrian   and 
(ierman  macliines  have  the  preference  over  British-made  bicycles, 
on  accoimt  of  their  more  moderate  price,  and  they  are  also  said 
to  stand  wear  and  tear  better. 

Chemicals,  such   as   vitriol,   sulphate   of    copper,   alum,   sal-  Chemicals, 
ammoniac,  &c.,  are  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom,  while  dye- 
.stuffs  and  varnishes  come  principally  from  Germany. 

No  new  railroads  were  begun  in  1899,  but  progress  was  made  Bailroada* 
with  the  section  connecting  Chirpan  and  Stara  Zagora,  and  the 
line  is  now  nearly  ready  for  traffic. 

The  harbour  works  at  Bourgas  are  almost  completed,  and  the  Bourgas 
work  accomplished  by  the  Soci^t^  des  Batignolles  during  the  last '*"«*bour. 
two  years  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  breakwater,  1,150  metres  in  length,  surmounted  by  a 
])arapet  in  masonry. 

2.  The  mole  (digue  de  ceinture),  1,400  metres  in  length,  com- 
posed of  ashlar  work. 

3.  The  completion  of  the  embankment. 

4  The  dredging  of  a  third  of  the  harbour  basin  so  as  to  render 
it  accessible  for  vessels  of  deep  draught. 

5.  The  preparation  of  the  concrete  blocks  for  the  quays. 

The  rocky  nature  of  the  bottom  had  not  been  taken  into  con-  - 
sideration  by  the  contractors,  who  found  themselves  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  extensive  and  costly  dynamite  blasting  operations, 
and  as  the  Bulgarian  Government  declined  to  make  any  allowance 
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for  this  unlooked  for  difficulty,  a  misunderstanding  arose  which 
his  resulted  in  the  suspension  of  the  works.* 

A  plan  of  the  works  is  annexed. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  anything  definite  regaixling  the  outlook 
lor  1900,  as  everything  in  this  country  depends  on  that  uncertain 
factor,  the  harvest,  which,  for  the  present,  at  least,  promises  to  l>e 
a  fairly  good  one.  The  strain  on  commercial  life  is,  however,  very 
severe,  and  will  in  all  probability  bring  disaster  to  weakly-funded 
firms  before  any  substantial  improvement  is  perceptible.  An 
extraordinarily  abundant  harvest  will  certainly  relieve  the 
pressure  and  give  the  country  breathing  space,  whereas  a  failure  of 
the  crops  will  in  all  likelihood  mean  widespread  ruin  for  years  to 
come,  and  in  any  case  the  trade  of  1900  does  not  promise  to  be  a 
more  cheering  subject  of  review  than  that  of  1899. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bourgas  during  the 

Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

NEtionalitj. 

Numlierof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of      -.„„. 
VesseiJ..        T"""- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       ... 

... 

4ii           64,827 

46 

54,827 

£ 
110,000 

Auatrian    ... 

... 

87          101,600 

87 

101,600 

88,000 

Balncarian  ... 

1 

... 

112            60.384 

112 

60,384 

12,000 

DaniBh       ... 

.1 

1 

965 

1 

965 

Frencb       ... 

1 

172 

12 

11,616 

13 

11,988 

O^nnan     ... 

... 

... 

23 

29,686 

23 

29,586 

6.000 

Qreek 

16 

i,I60 

41 

16,653 

56 

20,803 

9,500 

Hungarian 

... 

... 

4 

3,660 

4 

3,660 

2,000 

ItaliaQ      ... 

1 

617 

1 

245 

2 

862 

1,500 

Boumanian 

1 

286 

M. 

... 

I 

286 

600 

Bnuian     ... 

2 

98 

53 

43,742 

66 

43,840 

4,000 

Swediah     ... 

... 

... 

2 

1,432 

2 

1,432 

2,500 

Turkish      ... 

13« 

6,876 

68 

29,084 

191 

35,960 

12,600 

Total       ... 

153 

12,soo 

4»9 

343,793 

592 

366,192 

248,600 

Cleared. 

8aU 

Ing. 

Steam. 

To 

tal. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
1  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of     -.^^. 
Vessel*.        Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

! 

46      '     64.827 

46 

54,8-27 

£ 
29.500 

Austrian    ... 

•  M  1                        ... 

.•• 

87      j   101.600 

87 

101.600 

35.000 

Bulitaiian  ... 

.                                 ... 

... 

112      ,     50,384 

112 

60,384 

36.000 

Danish       ... 

...1 

... 

1       !          966 

1 

966 

14,000 

French 

1 

S72 

12      I      11,616 

13 

11,988 

7,000 

German     ... 

...                          ... 

... 

23      *     29.685 

23 

29,686 

500 

Greek 

15 

4,150 

41       ,     16,663 

56 

20.803 

58,600 

Hunt^ariau 

... 

... 

4              3,660 

4 

3,660 

... 

Italian 

1 

617 

1                 246 

2 

862 

... 

Bouinanian 

1 

286 

, 

I 

286 

... 

Russian     ... 

2 

98 

63      1     43,742 

56 

43,840 

2.000 

Swedish     ... 

...1 

... 

2      1       1.432 

2 

1.432 

... 

Turkish     ... 

..      i« 

6,876 

58 

29,C84 
343,793 

191 

35,960 

18,000 

TbUi      ... 

J         163 

1*2,399 

439 

592 

356,192 

200,500 

*  Sii:ce  this  was  written,  work  has  been  resumed,  and  the  term  of  completion 
•xlendrd. 
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£ 
19,000 
10,500 

1 

gS9 

8 

1 

11 

: 

i 

^9* 

«i 

:  : 

'^9* 

CO 

1 

Antwerp 
Dedeagalcht  ... 

Total       ... 

«ii   : 

: 

ss$ 

s 
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1 
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Rem^rka.  Comparing  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Bourgas,  the  amount 

in  1899  is  very  nearly  40  per  cent,  less  than  in  1898. 
The  causes  for  this  are : — 

1.  The  crops  were  very  insignificant  owing  to  drought. 

2.  The  financial  crisis  of  three  years  ago  still  affects  the 
country. 

3.  The  concession  of  the  new  Yamboli-Saramberg  line  to  the 
Orient  Railway  Company,  whose  interest  it  is  to  draw  the  trade  to 
Dedeagatch  and  Constantinople. 

4.  The  construction  of  the  Sofia- Varna  line,  which  attracts 
a  considerable  part  of  the  Boui-gas  import  trade  for  Sofia  and 
district. 

From  the  above  remai'ks  it  will  be  inferred  that  the  importance 
of  Bourgas  is  declining  ;  even  in  prosperous  years  little  profit  will 
be  gained  from  its  harbour,  owing  to  the  trade  of  Bourgas  being 
confined  to  Yamboli  and  district. 


ROUSTCHOUK. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Dalziel  reports  as  follows : — 

Tridebad.  The  trade  of  this  district  continues  very  bad,  with  a  great 

many  failures,  every  branch  having  been  overdone  ;  and  indeed, 
this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  we  are  now  to  consider   the 

Three  resul   of  the  third  year  in  succession  of  very  poor  harvests. 

■ucceuiTe  T  le  following  table  shows  the  exports : — 

bad  hanreita. 

Exports. 


Year. 


1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 


Quantity. 

From 
all  Bulgaria. 

Prom  Danube 
Diatrict. 

Tom. 
367,000 
469,168 
486,677 
829,946 

Tons. 
190,877 
288,858 
159,464 
387,741 

Part  now  go 
TiiH  Varna. 


The  total  deficiency  for  all  Bulgaria  is,  last  year,  112,168  tons, 
or  about  24  per  cent. 

The  deficiency  for  the  Danube  district  is  only  42,981  tons,  or 
about  18  per  cent. 

The  Danube  district,  however,  might  show  a  rather  better 
proportion  if  we  could  get  at  its  tonnage  shipped  from  Varna, 
over  the  new  Central  Railway,  which  was  opened  to  trafl&c  in 
1899  ;  it  is  impossible  to  get  this,  but  some  portion  of  the 
grain,  which  formerly  was  obliged  to  find  its  way  to  Eahovo, 
Nicopolis  and  Sistov,  is  now  undoubtedly  diverted  to  Varna,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  the  opening  of  the  Central  Railway  will  gradually 
increase  the  cultivation  of  grain  in  the  interior  of  this  province 
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and,  of  course,  its  export,  for  very  lai^e  districts  of  fertile  land 
were  only  cultivated  for  local  necessities,  but  not  at  all  for 
exportation. 

Table  of  Exports,  District  of   the  Roustchouk  Vice-Consulato 
during  the  Year  1899. 


Quantity. 

Value, 

AU  Bulgaria 

Tons. 
367,000 

£ 
2,188,000 

Port  of  ffiddin 

„      Lorn  Palanka  . . 

„      RahoTo 

Somovit 

„      Nicopoiis 

„       SistOT 

„       Rousichouk 
„      Tutrucan 

33,914 
28,209 
88,978 
8,824 
28,876 
86.218 
19,717 
12,146 

123,866 

109,016 

120,762 

16,268 

80,492 

129.020 

116,762 

46,182 

Table  of  Imports,  District  of   the   Roustchouk  Vice-Consulate 
during  the  Year  1899. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Ton^. 

£ 

To  all  Bulgaria 

221,520 

2,725,620 

PortofWiddin 

9.052 

70,824 

„      Lom  Palanka  . . 

6.438 

88,676 

„      fiahovo  

10.269 

61,122 

„      Somovit 

1.526 

6.692 

„      Nicopolis 

5.793 

27,704 

„      Sistoy 

22,296 

142,826 

„      Roustchouk 

31,044 

401,560 

Tutrucan 

1,782 

8,702 

Although  imports  have  fallen  enonuously,  they  are  still  higher  Imports 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  been  because  of  the  arrival  of  a  increa»od  in 
large  quantity  of  rifles,  and  the  continuance  of  large  public  works :  bcamse'or 
and  the  Danube  Valley  imports,  which  by  themselves  show  an  Government 
increase,  comprise  a  veiy  large  amount  of  railway  material,  which,  ^^f^- 
in  the  absence  of  statistics,  it  is  impossible  to  show : — 


(643) 
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roustchouk. 
Imports. 


Quantity. 

Year.  j 

To  !  To 

all  Kalgaria.  ;  Danabe  Porta. 

Toiu.  Tons. 

1899        ..         200,499  98,198 

1898         270.f.02  85,300 

1897         -ifiQ.TlO  116,916 

1896         286,637  125  302 


Completion 
of  public 
works. 


Increase  or 
decrease  in 
trade  of 
ditTerent 
connirieB. 


1  think  the  year  1900  will  conclude  the  large  imports  for 
Government  work,  as  distinguished  from  ordinary  trade,  and  will 
therefore  mark  the  extreme  low  water  in  the  import  trade ;  and, 
indeed,  it  is  likely  enough  that  the  latter  part  of  that  year  may 
show  a  decided  improvement  all  round  if  the  harvest  is  fairly 
good,  because  the  various  railways  will  have  commenced  to  work 
in  a  normal  way,  and  serve  the  whole  country,  insticad  of  only 
little  bits  of  it. 

The  total  Bulgarian  imports  are  estimated  by  the  Statistical 
Bureau  to  have  fallen  off  in  value  as  follows  : — 


From— 

Great  BriUin 

AuBtria- Hungary    . . 

Oermiiny 

Turkey 

France 

Rupf'ia 

Belgium 

Italy 


Increase  or 
Decrease. 


Francs. 
5,040,238 
2,014,215 

847,466 

961,825 
1,085,947 

985,089 
2,167.602 

487,456 


British 
decrease  the 

Change  of 

system 

necessary. 


Delivery. 


British  trade,  therefore,  seems  to  have  fallen  oflf  in  greater 
proportion  than  that  of  other  countries ;  perhaps  it  is  better  so, 
seeing  how  many  failures  there  ,  have  been,  but  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  unless  British  merchants  change  their  system, 
trade  will  continue  to  leave  them,  i.e.,  if  they  will  persist  in 
delivering  only  at  British  ports  and  selling  by  British  weights, 
measures  and  moneys,  when  their  commeixjial  competitors  mostly 
deliver  at  Bulgarian  ports,  and  their  weights  and  measures,  at 
least,  are  always  the  same  as  those  of  Bulgaria,  while  their  moneys, 
being  invariably  decimal,  are  much  more  easily  calculated  than 
ours.* 

The  question  of   delivery  is  of   the  greatest  importance;   it 


*  £ven  if  the  currency  is  nominally  the  same,  i.^.,  francs,  a  calculation  ia 
always  necessary  for  the  exchange. 
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is  really  there  that  the  Germans,  especially,  have  their  great 
advantufije  over  113 :  our  shipowners  are  allowed  to  charge  at  theii* 
own  option  a  rate  by  the  real  ton  or  l^y  a  fictitious  ton  of  40  cubic 
feet,  while  German  railways  and  steamship  lines  all  fit  in  to  each 
other  in  a  uniform  system  of  weight. 

Perhaps  if  the  law  were  to  abolish  the  ton  of  measurement, 
competition  would  do  the  rest,  Le.,  would  force  the  shipowners  to 
charge  by  a  smaller  unit  than  1  ton,  and  were  this  to  take  place, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  use,  for  shipping  purposes,  at  least,  only 
the  metric  ton.  The  shipowners  and  the  railways  of  every  other 
nationality  have  adopted  the  unit  of  100  kilos.,  i,e.,  one-tenth  of  a 
ton,  with  the  alternative  unit  of  a  wagon  load,  i.e.,  10  tons ;  and 
in  a  country  such  as  Bulgaria  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  small 
unit  suits  importers  better.  If  measurement  t^^ns  were  forbidden, 
at  least  the  British  merchant  might  know  how  to  quote  for 
delivery  at  a  Bulgarian  port,  for  at  present  in  many  instances  they 
cannot  calculate  anything  near  the  measurement. 

The  only  noteworthy  points  alx)ut  imports  are  the  increasing 
competition  of  Austria-Hungary,  Germany  and  especially  Italy ;  in 
fact,  the  Italian  trade  actually  shows  an  increase,  while  that  of  all 
the  other  naiions  show  decreases,  as  will  appear  from  the  foregoing 
table. 

As  I  have  said  before  our  statistics  are  meagre,  and  to  be  able 
to  tell  the  diflferent  sorts  of  commodities  which  arrive,  one  must 
look  at  the  arrivals  at  all  the  custom-houses;  but  I  may  be 
permitted  to  glance  at  some  of  those  which  I  know  to  apply 
largely  to  this  province  as  set  forth  in  the  official  statistics  : — 


DifadvanUges. 
of  measare- 
meat  tons. 

Advantufre 
of  small  uniU. 


AdoptioD  of 
metric  ton  for 
freight 


Competition 
of  other 
nations. 


Meagre 
statistic*. 


Kaw  Coffee,  mostly  Brazilian. 

ear. 

(^oantity. 

Y 

Austria- 
Hungarj-. 

Great 
Britain. 

Other 
Countries. 

1897  .. 

1898  .. 

1899  .. 

Tons. 
201 
128 
217 

Tons. 
402 
411 
191 

Tons. 
52a 
459 
648 

Coffee 


The  imports  of  coffee  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  gradually 
falling-off,  as  indeed  are  those  from  every  other  quarter  except 
Austria-Hungary,  although  the  falling-off  is  comparatively  trifling 
for  most  of  them,  and  I  am  told  the  reason  of  that  is  that  the 
dealers  in  Trieste  bring  over  from  Brazil  cheap  coffee,  in  bulk,  in 
many  cases,  and  after  submitting  it  to  some  treatment  by  which  it 
acquires  a  much  better  appearance,  are  enabled  to  sell  it  against 
pure  coffee. 

The  same  remark  holds  good  of  pepper,  mostly  from  Singapore,  peppc 
The  Austrians  have  gained  slightly  while  all  other  nations  have 
(643)  c  2 
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fallen-off,  but  here,  at  least,  our  losses  are  much  less  than  those  of 
the  Italians  in  total,  though  greater  in  proportion. 

Chemicals,  mostly  Caustic  Soda. 


Quantity. 


Toar. 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1699 


Austria- 
Hungary. 


Great 
Dritain. 


Ton*. 

Tons. 

TODR. 

1897   .. 

79 

480 

78 

1898   .. 

120 

282 

63 

1899   .. 

17 

93 

81 

Belginm. 


Bengal  and  High-class  Indigos. 
*  Quantity. 


Anstiia- 
Huugary. 

TODB 

8 
7 

5J 


Great 
Britain. 


Germany. 


Tons. 
U 
2* 


Torn. 

i 

i 


Franee. 


Torn. 


Madras  and  other  Indigos. 


Year. 


Quantity. 


A  uftt  Ha- 
ll ungary. 


Great 
Britain. 


Germany. 


Tons. 

1897 9i 

1898 4 

1899 6 


Tons. 

Tom. 

Tone 

8J 

1| 

1 

21 

K 

1 

li 

A 

H 

France. 


Cochineal 


Quantity. 

Year. 

Austria- 
Huugary. 

Great 
Britain. 

Germany. 

France. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Tone.               Tone. 
2f                     2 

Tons. 

8i 
101 

Tone. 
16* 

18 
13i 

II 


1 
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Ceresine,  Paxafl&ii  and  Ozokerit,  i,e.,  articles  for  making  church 
candles,  such  candles  not  being  allowed  to  be  imported. 


QoaniitT. 


Tear. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Austria- 
Hungary. 


Tons. 
122i 

S6k 


German}'. 


France. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

78i 

U 

28 

7 

40 

2i 

I   think   ceresine   is   called   in   Great   Britain,  in  commerce^ 
Japan  wax,  and  it  seems  a  pity  that  we  cannot  compete  in  that. 


Candles. 


Quant)  (jr. 

Tear. 

Austria- 
Hungary.  1 

Great 
Britain. 

Belgium. 

France. 

Holland. 

Tons.      1 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1897 

7f        ' 

24 

1051 

27i 

201 

1898 

li 

12.i 

67 

17 

24i 

1899 

2 

1 

12 

28 

7 

m 

Cast-iron,  and  various  rough  malleable  sorts,  hard. 


Quantity. 


Tear. 

Austria- 
i     Hungary. 

Great 
Britain. 

Belgium. 

Qermauy. 

1897 
1898 
1899 

.. 

1         Tons.       1 
525         1 
9S7 
683 

Tons. 
805 
536 
162 

Tons. 
561 
890 
572 

Tons. 

'           69H 

^85 

225 

Cast  or  Bar-iron, 

soft,  S^ 

rt'edish. 

Quantity. 

Tear. 

Austria- 
Hungary. 

Great 
Briuin. 

Belgium.  <  Germauy. 

Sweden. 

1897 
1898 
1899 

Tons. 
621 
608 
749 

Tons. 
1,842 
1,832 
1,087 

Tons.            Tons. 
579              422 
117               157 
168               S47 

Tons. 

■-'81 
iOO 
3'i8 

(643) 
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Tear. 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


R0U8TCH0UK. 

Roofing  Sheets. 


Qaantity. 


Aotiria- 
Hungary. 


Great 

Britain. 


Belginm. 


Tods. 

1897 28 

1898 54 

1899   ..         ..  ..  89 


Tooa. 

1,064 
947 
448 


Tons. 
172 
406 
165 


("art -wheel  Tyres. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Aa»tria- 
Hungarj. 

Great 
BriUin. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

1897       .. 

1898 

1899 

TonR. 
849 
521 
874 

Tom. 
64 
58 
58 

Tona 
549 
882 
248 

TODP. 

177 

184 

84 

Hoop-iron. 


Quantity. 


AustriH- 
Hungary 


Great 
Britain. 


Tona. 
860 
278 
586 


Tone. 
407 
146 
185 


Belgium. 


Tona. 

229 

54 

47 


OtTtntOiy. 


Tons. 
70 
89 
91 


Rough  Castings,  Rough  Pieces  for  Machines  and  Beams  for 
Building  purposes,  mostly  the  latter. 


Quantity. 

Tear. 

Austria-             Great 
Hungary.          Britain. 

Belginm. 

Germany. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Tona.       1        Tona. 
880        1           200 
257                   255 
274        ^           293 

Tons. 

229 
1,080 

119 

Tona. 

682 
1,655 

491 
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This  is  an  increasing  trade,  as  most  new  buildings  of  importance 
are  now  built  with  iron  beams. 

Iron  Bridges. 


Tear. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Quantity. 


Aastria- 
I     Hangarj. 


Tons. 
98 


158 


Belgium.        German}*. 


ToiiB, 

82 


Italy. 


Tons.  Tona. 

116 

181  315 

166 


Hammers,  Anvils,  Vices,  Levers,  Parts  of  Carriages  and  other 
Malleable  Iron. 


Quantity. 

Tear. 

1    Austria-           Qmt 
1  Hungary.         Britain. 

Belginm.       Germany. 

France. 

Italy. 

i       Tona. 

1897       4« 

1898        1         27 

1899        80 

Ton«. 
126 

6 

2 

Tons. 
84 
207 
9 

Tona. 
46 
72 
49 

Tons. 
25 

68 

47 

Tons. 
6 
I 
6 

Here  it  appears  we  made  an  effort  in  1897  which  has  not  been 
sustained. 


Tin-plates. 


Quantity. 

Year. 

Austria- 
Hungary. 

Qreat 
Britain. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

TOIIB. 

3 
2 

Tons. 
680 
284 
255 

Tons. 
5 
3 

Tons. 
3 

1 
4 

The  use  of  this  material  for  roofing  has  very  much  falleu-ol!' 
owing  to  less  building  and  higher  prices ;  consequently  tiles  art^ 
now  used,  but  the  considerable  British  imports  of  1899  are,  I  am 
told,  mostly  for  the  use  of  the  Eussian  petroleum  depot  at  Sistov, 
for  making  cans. 
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ROUSTCHOUK. 

Raw  Cotton,  Waste,  Wadding,  &c. 


Qoantitj. 

Year 

Austrift- 
Hnngarj. 

Oreut 
Briuin. 

Belginm.  j 

Italy. 

Turkey. 

Other 
Goontriee. 

1897 

1898        

1899        

Tons. 
51 
4J 

Tons. 

4 

3 

254 

Tom. 
6 
5 

Tons. 
76 
140 
131 

Tons. 
227 
197 
107 

Tona. 

1 

125 

The  great  advance  in  British,  Italian,  and  other  (probably 
Egyptian)  imports,  is  due  to  the  eight  months*  working  of 
the  new  spinning  factory  at  Varna,  and  accounts  for  a  similar 
falling-off*  in  the  imports  ot  low  numbers  of  yarns.  The  Turkish 
imports,  which  are  pretty  steady,  are  due  to  the  extensive  use  of 
wadding  in  garments. 

Yarns,  up  to  No.  12. 


Quantity. 

Tear. 

Austria- 
Hungary. 

Great 
Britain. 

Belidam. 

Oennajiy. 

lUly. 

Turkey. 

Qreeoe. 

1897 

1898 

1689 

Tons. 
77 
65 

Tona, 
756 
563 
252 

Tons. 

11 

7 

21 

Tons. 

8 
1 
1 

Tons. 
57 
179 
225 

Tons. 

478 
884 

Tona. 
10 

18 

Yarns,  Nos.  12  to  20. 


Quantity. 

Tear. 

Austria-           Great 
11  unwary.         Britain. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

Italy. 

Turkey. 

1897       

1898  ...        ^ 

1899        

Tons.       1       Tons. 

21          '       1,079 

4          1       1,256 

24                 1,222 

Tons. 
... 

"i 

Tona. 

1 

"i 

Tone. 
2 
63 
197 

Tona. 

82 

6 

5 

Here  we  see  the  efifect  of  Italian  competition  which  I  men- 
tioned in  former  reports. 

Felt  Hats. 


Quantity. 

lear. 

Austria- 
Hangary. 

Great 
Britain. 

France. 

Italy. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Tona 

18 

10 

8 

Tona. 
i 

1 

Tona. 
2 
li 
1 

Tona. 

4 
7 
8 
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! 

Qaantity. 

Year. 

,    Austria- 
1  Hungary. 

Great 
Britain. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

Italy. 

1897 
1898 
1899 

i      Tons. 
489 
804 
292 

Tons. 

1 

Tons. 
5 

r, 

2 

Tons. 
6 

1 

Tone. 
5 
4i 

2 

Here  we  seem  to  have  made  an  attempt  in  1898  without  much 
result. 

There  is  much  information  to  be  got  out  of  the  Statistical 
Office  reports  which  can  scarcely  be  digested  and  offered  in  an 
ordinary  commercial  report,  but  which  ought  to  be  studied  by 
Chambers  of  Commerce  for  themselves. 

In  consequence  of  the  opening  of  a  branch  railway  from  Plevna, 
a  new  port  has  been  established  at  the  village  of  Somovit,  on 
the  Danube,  which  formerly  was  included  in  the  Nicopolis  district. 

By  this  means  there  is  in  summer  communication  from  all  ports 
of  the  Danube  to  Somovit,  and  through  it  to  Varna  on  the  one 
hand,  and  Sofia  on  the  other,  but  these  facilities  are  more  local 
than  anything  else,  for  as  regards  communication  with  Bucharest 
and  the  outer  world  they.  wUl  be  completely  superseded  by  the 
new  railway  from  Koustchouk  to  Timovo. 

This  railway  will  be  a  most  important  addition  to  the  com- 
munications of  the  country ;  it  is  destined  to  be  continued  from 
Timovo  across  the  Balkans  to  Constantinople,  but  as  yet  no 
decision  has  been  arrived  at  by  which  pass  it  will  cross  the 
Balkans;  besides,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  finances  of  the 
Principality  will  not  permit  of  such  an  extension  for  some  time 
to  come.  Sufficient,  however,  remains  in  what  we  may  say  is  an 
accomplished  fact — the  railway  from  Koustchouk  to  its  junction 
with  the  central  line,  Sofia- Varna,  at  a  place  near  Timovo.  It  will 
be  the  best  means  of  communication  between  Sofia  and  Berlin,  all 
North-East  Germany,  Transylvania,  Eoumania,  and  Russia,  at  all 
events,  in  summer,  and  it  would  be  so  also  in  winter  if  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  bridge  were  thrown  over  the  Danube  from 
Koustchouk  to  Gieurgevo. 

Unfortunately,  Bulgaria  lost  its  chance  of  a  joint  railway 
bridge  after  Kouaiania  had  gone  to  the  expense  of  working  that 
at  Tchernavoda,  but  a  cheap  high-level  cable  arrangement,  which 
would  admit  of  passengers  and  the  mails  crossing,  is  always 
possible,  and  would,  I  believe,  be  a  paying  concern,  for  no  one  can 
calculate  the  loss  to  this  country  of  the  lack  of  communication  in 
the  three  winter  months,  when  the  Danube  is  impassable,  some- 
times for  as  much  as  10  days  at  a  time,  and  is  always  liable 
to  interruption. 


Chambers  of 
Commerce 
should  Btndj 
the  official 
statistics. 
New  port. 


New  railwaji 


Joint  railwaj 
bridge. 
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Local  finance. 


General 

ob^ervatioDA. 

Unfavourable 

aDticipationB 

realised. 


Wide-Bpread 
distress. 


Jailnres  ; 
credit  low. 


w 


K0U6TCH0UK. 


declared  a  20  per  cent, 
entirely    from  the 


The  Bulgaria  Assurance  Company  has 
dividend,  against  23  per  cent  in  1898. 

The   Imperial   Ottoman   Bank  has  gone 
country. 

The  Commercial  Bank,  as  I  mentioned  last  year,  prepared  a 
scheme  for  reducing  the  shareholdei-s'  liabilities  and  their  own 
capital,  called  up,  but  found  it  impossible  to  put  it  in  force ;  it  has, 
however,  been  decided  to  enforce  it  from  April  2,  1900.  Their 
dividend  on  founders'  shares  for  1899  (70  fr.  paid-up)  is  4  fr.  90  c. 
(7  per  cent.),  and  on  ordinary  shares,  4  fr.  (5'7l  per  cent.). 

The  Ghirdap  Bank  has  also  reduced  its  dividend  from  9  to  6 
per  cent. 

The  building  trade  has  been  very  quiet ;  the  custom-house 
remains  unfinished,  although  now  roofed  in ;  the  municipal 
buildings  also  remain  unfinished ;  no  new  shops  have  been  built, 
and  very  few  private  houses;  in  fact,  people  have  no  money 
for  luxuries. 

Vakna. 

Mr.  Vice-Cousul  Brophy  reports  as  follows : — 

The  unfavourable  prognostics  set  forth  in  last  year's  trade 
report  were,  unfortunately,  more  than  realised  by  the  event 

The  grain  crop  of  1899,  for  the  third  year  in  succession,  was  a 
very  poor  one,  the  natural  consequence  being,  in  a  country  like 
this,  exclusively  dependent  upon  its  cereal  products,  a  wide-spread 
distress  among  the  entire  population. 

In  many  cases  the  peasants,  being  unable  to  pay  the  tflxes, 
saw  their  draught  cattle  or  flocks  distrained  upon,  and  were  thus 
sadly  crippled  as  to  their  means  of  possible  recuperation,  being 
unable  to  raise  money  any >\  here,  the  funds  that  ought  to  have 
been  available  for  this  purpose  deposited  with  the  Caisses  Agricoles 
having  been  diverted,  and  even  the  local  usurers  themselves 
despondent,  and  very  chary  of  giving  credit 

Numerous  bankruptcies  took  place  among  the  trading  classes ; 
sufficient  elements  of  exchange  being  wanting,  and  credit  being 
practically  non-existent,  the  importation  of  goods  was  reduced  to 
a  minimum,  and  that  confined  mostly  to  articles  of  the  strictest 
necessity.  A  glance  at  the  subjoined  table  will  show  how  pro- 
gressively disastrous  the  last  three  years  of  the  decade  have  proved 
as  compared  with  those  preceding. 
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Return  of  Imports  aud  Exports  at  the  Port  of  Varna  during  the 
Years  1890-99. 


Year. 


Imports. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

1800 27.000 

1891 28.600 

1892  ..  ..  ..  22,900 

1893 26.300 

1894 37,940 

1895 37,360 

1896 48,900 

1897 49.500 

1898 46,000 

1899 3.\270 


Value. 


£ 
588,600 
525,600 
606,700 
638,800 
716,700 
489,200 
692,000 
772,400 
611,000 
463,200 


Exporta. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Tons. 

68,000 

63,700 

90,810 

127,100 

106.200 

97,500 

181,500 

82,400 

63,200 

52,900 


e 

419,500 
409.900 
527,900 
652,100 
556,000 
580,200 
742,200 
484,600 
42f5.000 
330,500 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  12  months  just  closed  is  the 
worst  on  record  for  the  Principality,  and  as  the  influence  of  a  good 
or  ])ad  crop  is  felt  principally  in  the  year  succeeding  its  harvesting, 
it  is  evident  that  the  chances  of  Jbhe  current  year  (1900)  showing 
any  improvement  are  but  remote. 

The  vital  question  now  aflecting  not  only  the  future  import 
trade,  but  even  tlie  entire  economic  fabric  of  this  land,  is  how 
this  year's  crop  may  turn  out,  the  iuiportance  of  which  may  be 
measured  by  the  fact  that  it  is  commonly  accepted  that  Bulgaria 
requires  at  least  two  successive  years  of  abundant  harvests 
with  remunerative  prices  to  restore  it  to  a  state  of  normal  pros- 
perity. 

The  weather  during  the  past  winter  was  very  favourable  upon 
the  whole,  the  seed  corn  having  been  got  in  on  a  good  tilth,  and 
subsequent  heavy  falls  of  snow  protecting  the  fields  and  supplying 
the  subsoil  with  a  reserve  of  moisture,  the  absence  of  which  had 
been  severely  felt  during  some  previous  seasons. 

The  months  of  March  and  April  were  marked,  however,  by 
almost  continuous  heavy  rains,  and  the  agricultural  population, 
which  had  begun  to  pluck  up  courage  and  hope  for  better  times, 
have  not  been  able  to  sow  the  desired  breadth  of  spring  wheat, 
barley,  &c.,  and  express  fears  lest  the  winter  wheat,  coming  up 
too  thickly  and  luxuriantly,  should  be  liable  to  become  laid  or 
rusty,  giving,  perhaps,  an  excess  of  straw  at  the  expense  of  the 

ears. 

It  is  fortunate,  however,  that  so  far  the  temperature  has  con- 
tinued low,  and  though  it  is  too  early  to  make  any  confident 
forecast,  it  may  be  safely  said  that  if  drying  winds  now  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  more  or  less  droughty  summer,  the  situation  would  be 
retrieved  as  far  as  to  the  crops  already  in  the  ground. 

While  dealing  with  this  subject,  it  may  bo  mentioned  that  the 
Bulearian  Government  have  determined,  as  a  means  of  remedying 
the  impoverished  national  finances,  to  reintrodace,  provisionally. 


RoBult  of 
current  year 
probably  atill 
worse. 


Crop 
prospccta. 


Opposition  t» 
propoBed  re« 
introduction 
of  tithe 
systeai. 
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British 
importo, 
•orre- 
•ponding 
decline  in. 


Italian  cotton 
goo<i8  making 
their  way. 


Great  circum 

ip«ctioii 

•dTii^aUle. 


IniporUi. 
Decrease. 


Coloiiialw. 


Coffee  facing. 


ftpiritH,  wine, 


the  system  of  levying  one-tenth  of  the  produce  in  kind,  instead 
of  the  former  modified  land  tax. 

The  amount  of  British  trade  has  of  necessity  been  curtailed  in 
sympathy  with  the  general  depression,  our  imports — 182,000/.  out 
of  463,000/. — being  inferior  by  87,000/.  to  those  in  the  previous 
12  months,  the  proportion  also  being  a  trifle  less,  40  instead  of  44 
per  cent,  of  the  whole,  the  diflference  (4  per  cent.)  being  divided 
between  Turkey,  an  exceptionally  large  buyer  of  Bulgarian  produce 
last  year,  and  Italy. 

Here  it  will  be  well  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  of  Italy 
having  become  a  serious  competitor  in  certain  classes  of  cotton 
yarns  and  cloths,  in  the  virtual  monopoly  of  which  British  manu- 
facturers formerly  felt  themselves  secure.  Cheap  labour  will  be 
the  probable  explanation,  but  Lancashire  exporters  would  be  well 
advised  to  watch  the  development  of  that  recent  industry,  a  point 
which  has  been  insisteil  upon  in  other  quarters,  in  order  that  an 
important  branch  of  their  trade  may  not  pass  into  other  hands. 
Some  details  respecting  the  subject  will  be  given  later  on  under 
the  head  of  "  textiles." 

From  the  remarks  that  have  gone  before  it  will  be  seen  that 
one  would  not  be  justified  in  encouraging  British  houses  to  extend 
their  operations  in  these  parts  until  the  success  of  the  forthcoming 
crop  be  assured,  and  even  then  caution  and  reserve  must  be  the 
order  of  the  day  on  account  of  the  great  financial  leeway  the 
country  has  to  make  up. 

Several  foreign  firms  which  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving 
long  and  risky  credits  have  been  hard  hit,  and  some  of  the  weaker 
firms  have  succumbed. 

In  imports  there  has  been  a  falling-off  of  148,000/.,  or  25  per 
cent.,  as  compared  with  1898,  and  45  per  cent,  in  1897  ;  the  only 
categories  in  which  there  has  been  an  increase  being  those  of  coal, 
petroleum,  candles,  and  paper,  to  the  total  extent  of  about  14,000/., 
the  augmentation  being  mainly  due  either  to  enhanced  cost, 
or  owing  to  the  former  stocks  having  run  very  low. 

25  per  cent,  less  colonials  were  imported  last  year,  but  while 
the  principal  article  of  consumption,  beetroot  sugar,  is  now,  as 
formerly,  supplied  by  Austria-Hungary,  it  would  appear  that 
the  United  Kingdom  was  losing  ground  in  some  items,  for  instance, 
black  pepper  used  to  come  sJl  from  London,  but  lately  from 
Trieste,  which  port,  and  that  of  Genoa,  now  ship  most  of  the 
cotlee. 

The  secret  as  regards  coffee  is  that  they  supply  a  low-priced 
article  of  very  fine  and  taking  appearance,  but  on  the  raw  ben  ies 
being  steeped  a  short  time  in  cold  water  they  become  while : 
the  liquid  is  a  beautiful  emerald  green,  from  which  it  may  l.)e 
surmised  that  copjjer  is  present  in  some  form  or  other,  which 
could  hardly  be  so  beneficial  taken  inwardly  as  the  pleasing  out- 
side of  the  berries  mi^^lit  seem  to  indicate. 

The  vintai;e  of  1898  being  in  most  places  hereabouts,  though 
not  at  Varna  itself,  rather  superior  to  that  of  1897,  less  quantities 
of  wines  and  spirit  were   imported,   Turkey   and   Greece   being 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VAUNA. 


45 


whence  the  bulk  is  now  derived,  instead  of  fi-om  Austria-Hungary 
as  formerly,  iloreover,  the  high  protective  duties  foster  the 
products  of  the  native  distilleries. 

Under  the  head  of  provisions  and  confectionery,  olives,  salted  Proviaiom, 
or  in  oD,  from  Turkey  and  Greece  form  the  principal  item,  and  confectionery, 
though  English  biscuits  are  in  some  demand,  the  heavy  import 
duty  causes  most  preserved  and  tinned  provisions  to  partake  too 
much  of  the  character  of  luxuries  to  permit  of  an  extensive  sale 
at  a  moment  when  everybody  here  is  bound  to  retrench  as  much 
as  possible. 

Great  Britain  still  retains  the  lead  in  sodas,  but  in  all  othei*  Chemicals, 
lines  of  chemicals,  dyes,  paints,  4&c.,  it  is  being  outstripped  by  <lye-8tuff8,  and 
Austria  and  Germany.  *  **  **""* 

Formerly,  Russian  petroleum  was  the  only  sort  seen  on  this  j»etroieom, 
market,  now,  however,  mineral  oil  from  Koumania  is  becoming  a  caiMlleo,  soap, 
serious  rival  to  it. 

Candles  have  but  a  comparatively  small  sale,  only  about  2,700/. 
being  imported  last  year  for  the  whole  of  the  Principality,  the 
bulk  being  supplied  by  Belgium,  less  than  one-tenth  coming  inym 
England. 

Olive  oil,  as  well  as  the  soap  made  from  it,  which  is  that  in 
common  use  here,  are  of  Turkish  or  Greek  origin. 

By  far  the  largest  amount  of  linseed  oil,  to  the  value  of  3,000Z. 
comes  from  England,  but  most  other  vegetable  oils  come  from 
France,  Austria,  or  Turkey. 

Austria,  Germany,  and  France  purvey  nearly  all  the  medicinal  Drugs  and 
preparations,  our  share  in  these  being  quite  insignificant.  meaicines. 

Hydraulic  lime  is  largely  imported  from  France,  while  cement  Hydraulic 
is  mostly  of  Austrian  manufacture.  >i™«»  cement. 

Glass  and  earthenware  of  all  kinds  attain  the  figure  of  about  Qlasd  and 
4,000/.,  the   window   glass   being   Belgian,  and  the  hollow  ware  earthenware. 
Austrian  or  German,  English  ware  being  scarcely  represented  in 
any  form. 

The   imports   in    metals    show   a  great  drop  of  53,000/.,   or  Metal*. 
60   per  cent,  as   compared   with   the   year   before,   the   decline 
making  itself  felt  in  all  classes,  with  the  single  exception  of  bar 
tin,  from  England,  which  indicates  a  slight  increase. 

The  relative  position^  of  the  different  importing  countries 
remain  unchanged,  Great  Britain  being  foremost  in  Swedish  irok, 
sheet  iron,  tin-plates,  bartin,  copper  sheets  and  rounds,iron  bedsteads 
and  safes  ;  second  in  rough  iron  castings ;  third  for  iron  hoops  and 
steel,  and  fifth  or  a  bad  fourth  after  Austria,  Germany  and 
Belgium  in  all  other  classes,  including  iron  bars,  hard,  wheel-tires, 
steel  brads,  ironmongery,  and  cutlery. 

In  timber  and  joinery  there  has  been  a  fall  of  over  40  per  Timber, 
cent.,  owing  probably  to  slackness  in  general  building  operations,  J^*'^®'^* 
by  which  Austria-Hungary  is  mostly  affected,  because,  although 
Servia  and  Turkey  supply  a  certain  amount  of  rough   timber, 
nearly  all  the  deals  and  joinery  work  comes  from  that  country. 

Austria,  too,  furnishes  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  Paper* 
paper  used,  being  followed  by  Germany. 
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Leather.  The  United  Kingdom  is  interested    to   some   extent  in  the 

Bulgarian  imports  of  calf  and  sole  leather,  but  it  is  surpassed  by 
Turkey,  France,  Italy,  Austria,  and  Germany. 

The  importation  of  ready-made  boots  and  shoes  has  fallen  off 
greatly  of  late  years,  owing  to  high  import  duties,  but  what 
remains  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Austrians. 

As  a  whole,  the  decline  in  textiles  has  been  comparatively 
slight,  only  5  per  cent,  less  than  in  1898,  but  the  imports  of  that 
year  were  also  below  the  average. 

In  woollens  the  yams  come  chiefly  from  Austria,  the  next  places 
being  taken  by  Belgium  and  Germany,  followed  by  England, 
whereas  in  woollen  cloths,  representing  about  25,000/.,  Germany 
comes  first,  the  United  Kingdom  second,  Austria  third,  and 
France  fourth. 

The  mojior  portion  of  water  twist  and  coarse  unbleached  cotton 
yams  up  to  No.  12  are  furnished  by  Turkey,  with  Italy  second 
and  Great  Britain  third  on  the  list ;  in  the  finer  numbers  English 
manufacture  takes  the  first  place,  followed  by  Italy.  With 
respect  to  Italian  competition,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  although 
that  country^  always  supplied  a  certain  quantity  of  dyed  yams,  it 
is  only  recently  that  it  has  become  a  producer  of  other  qualities. 
Thus,  three  or  four  years  ago  her  importation  of  grey  cotton  yams 
was  insignificant,  not  amounting  to  more  than  600/.  worth,  but  in 
1899  it  has  reached  nearly  20,000/.,  and  her  manufactures  are 
also  making  headway  in  certain  kinds  of  cotton  cloths  and  prints. 
It  is  clear  that  the  Italian  manufacturers  must  be  in  an  excep- 
tionally favourable  position  for  producing  cheaply,  as  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  they  can  afford  to  deliver  and  sell  certain  classes 
of  yarn  in  competition  with  the  local  cotton-spinning  mill  here, 
although  the  latter  is  exempted  from  the  payment  of  import,  &c., 
duties,  amounting  to  16  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Great  Britain  seems  to  be  losing  ground  also  slightly  in  coarse 
and  fine  sacking,  canvas,  &c.,  mostly  in  favour  of  Austrian  or 
Italian  goods. 

Germany  and  Austria  are  the  countries  furnishing  the  greater 
part  of  ready-made  clothing,  hosiery,  underwear,  hats  and  bonnets. 

There  was  a  large  decline  of  nearly  11,000/.,  or  70  per  cent., 
in  the  value  of  machinery  of  different  sorts  imported,  but  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  categories  in  which  British  products 
take  a  fair  share,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  rest  falls  to  Germany 
and  Austria. 

Cattle  and  dairy  produce  exports  of  a  total  value  of  52,000/., 
show  an  increase  of  11,000/.,  the  Constantinople  market  being  the 
jiole  purchaser  of  the  cattle,  sheep,  and  cheese  made  from  sheep's- 
milk,  and  of  some  of  the  poultry,  the  rest  going  to  France, 
whereas  Austria-Hungary  and  next  Germany  are  the  largest 
importers  of  eggs. 
OiuiiL  Last  year  only  48,000  tons  of  wheat,  barley,  maize,  &c.,  repre- 

senting a  value  of  228,000/.,  were  shipped  from  this  port,  this 
being  about  40  per  cent,  less  than  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years 
as  regards  quantity,  and  less  by  more  than  50  per  cent,  as  to  value 
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realised.     Of  this,  70  per  cent,  was  bought  for  Constantinople  '' 

account,  and  only  10  per  cent,  went  to  France,  and  5  per  cent, 
each  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Belgium.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  Turkey  has  been  a  purchaser  to  such  a  large  extent,  though 
it  always  drew  some  of  its  supplies  from  Varna,  whereas  the 
United  Kingdom  used  to  be  the  largest  buyer  by  far. 

Lamb  and  goat  skins  form  an  important  article  of  Bulgarian  1^^^  ^^ 
export,  Austria  taking  the  major  part  of  the  former,  and  France  of  goatskini. 
the  latter. 

Turkey  is  Bulgaria's  best  customer  Ibr  coarse  country  cloth  Textiles 
(Aba)  and  woollen  braid,  the  only  original  native  textile  industries, 
although  Servia  imports   a   certain  quantity  of  the  former  and 
Koumania  of  the  latter  article. 

If  one  includes  the  grain  exports  of  the  neighbouring  port  of  Balance  o 
Baltchik,  102,000/.,  the  direct  imports  at  which  are  trifling,  with  trade, 
the  463,000/.  of  imports  and  the  330,000/.  of  exports  from  Varna, 
there  remains  a  balance  of  31,000/.  more  purchases  than  sales  at 
this  place,  whereas  the  corresponding  difference  for  the  whole  of 
the  Principality  amoimts  to  as  much  as  268,000/. 

Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  grain  available '  for  export  by  shipping, 
reason  of  the  short  crops  of  the  last  few  years,  our  outward  BritUh. 
carrying  trade  has  suffered,  so  that  only  two  British  steamers 
loaded  full  cargoes  from  this,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  over 
22  ships  annually,  nor  was  there  any  large  quantity  of  parcels 
shipped;  apart  from  this  unavoidable  effect  the  position  of 
British  shipping  has  remained  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  subjoined  list  shows  the  movement  of  British  shipping  at 
this  port  during  the  last  10  years : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Year. 

Number  of  i 
VesMls. 

Tonnage. 

Cargo. 

Number  of  ' 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Cargo.  ^ 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1890 

44 

48,038 

4,663 

44 

48,036 

43,742 

1891 

67 

ti2  8'S4 

ft,8.M 

66 

62.077 

49,207 

1892 

75 

83,000 

7.ft00 

76 

83,000 

47,M7 

1893 

81 

98,119 

18.712 

81 

98,119 

66,870 

1894 

91 

110,489 

17,340 

90 

109J30 

69,611 

1895 

87 

107,080 

12,89fi 

87 

107,080 

70,152 

1896 

117 

146.113 

20,383 

117 

146,113 

127,648 

1897 

103 

184,309 

30,337 

103 

134,309 

77,809 

1898 '     ... 

n 

98,181 

21.274 

72 

98.181 

13,4^0 

1899 

69 

78,168 

16,810 

69 

78,168 

U,925 

The  high  hopes  originally  entertained  by  the  founders  and  Buli»rUn 
shareholders  of  the  Bulgarian  Steam  Navigation  Company  as  to 
its  becoming  a  good  dividend  earning  speculation  have  not  been 
realised,  and  they  have  to  be  content  if  the  balance-sheet  at  the 
end  of  the  year  shows  no  deficit,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
indirectly,  its  services  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  country.  Their 
trade  has  been  hitherto  confined  to  the  Bulgarian  seaports  and  to 
Constantinople,  to  which  latter  place  they  have,  during  the  last 
two  years,  transported  a  considerable  amount  of  grain,  but  at  very 
low  rates  on  account  of  the  competition. 
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There  is  no  new  feature  to  be  noted  as  regards  foreign  shipping 
which  continues  in  the  same  proportions  and  on  the  same  lines  as 
heretofore.  The  Austrian  Lloyds  trade  is  mainly  restricted  to 
that  with  Trieste,  the  former  transhipment  business  at  Constanti- 
nople having  gone  over  mostly  to  the  Bulgarian  line. 

The  scarcity  of  money  and  the  low  state  of  credit  have  brought 
private  enterprise  and  building  operations  almost  to  a  stand- 
still, and  have  greatly  delayed  5ie  progress  of  public  works.  For 
this  reason  the  harbour  works  at  Varna  are  proceeding  but  very 
slowly,  and  there  is  small  chance  of  their  becoming  completed  in 
1901  or  even  in  1902.  Fortunately,  however,  the  length  of  break- 
water already  constructed  affords  some  protection  to  vessels,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  it  will  be  further 
extended. 

The  railway  line,  540  kiloms.  long,  connecting  Varna  and  Sofia, 
passing  by  way  of  Shumla,  Tirnovo,  and  Plevna,  has  now  been 
open  some  months  to  traffic,  but  as  up  to  the  present  the  passenger 
trains  for  one  reason  or  other  do  not  exceed  a  speed  of  16  miles 
per  hour,  including  stoppages,  this  route  offers  no  advantages  as 
yet  in  point  of  time  over  the  old  route  via  Roustchouk  and 
Bucarest  for  persons  proceeding  to  Vienna,  Loudon,  &c.,  and  it  is 
more  expensive. 

The  main  receipts  of  this  line  were  expected  to  be  derived 
from  the  carriage  of  gi*ain  from  the  interior  to  this  shipping  port, 
but,  in  order  that  this  calculation  may  be  justified,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  present  rates  of  freight  to  be  greatly  reduced,  as 
otherwise  the  bulk  of  the  grain  in  those  districts  will  still  find  its 
way  as  heretofore  to  the  Danubian  ports.  The  present  tariff  for 
general  merchandise  in  large  quantities  amounts  to  25  to  30  fr. 
per  metric  ton  from  here  to  Sofia,  or  say  about  5  to  6  c.  per  ton 
per  kilom.,  the  former  sum,  1/.  to  1/.  4s.,  being  just  about  what 
it  costs  to  send  the  same  quantity  by  steamer  from  Liverpool  to 
Varna. 

The  rate  for  grain  is  somewhat  lower,  but,  as  stated  before,  it 
will  have  to  be  still  further  reduced  before  merchants  will  find 
it  to  their  interest  to  ship  by  way  of  Varna  instead  of  the  Danube. 

Once,  however,  that  the  necessary  facilities  shall  have  been 
accorded,  it  is  certain  that  the  importance  of  Varna  as  an  export 
and  distributing  centre  will  be  greatly  increased. 
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BsruRN  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  the  Port  of  Yama  during  the 

Year  1899. 


CounferiM. 

Imports. 

ft^orti. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Percent. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Percent. 

Tom. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

United  Kingdom... 

14,fl07 

182,200 

•40 

8,888 

16,166 

•06 

Anrtrta-Hongwy... 

4,640 

58,72C 

•12 

1,089 

10,640 

•08 

B«l«ium    

990 

14,716 

•08 

8,286 

16,880 

•06 

France 

8,704 

23,760 

•06 

8,846 

82.250 

•10 

Germany 

786 

40,000 

•09 

128 

1,680 

... 

Itrtj         

878 

29,370 

•06 

116 

290 

.•• 

BuMia       ...        ... 

1,127 

10,825 

•02 

8 

50 

... 

Turkey      

6,820 

78,260 

•17 

86,776 

288,400 

•72 

Other  counbiaB  ... 

1.842 

26,870 

•06 

8,867 

14,200 

•04 

J      Totol      

U,274 

408,220 

... 

52,942 

880,665 

„    1898 

46,000 

611,100 

... 

63,285 

428,000 

... 

(643) 
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VAHNA. 


Rbtubm  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Varna  during  the  Year 

1899. 


Bntere4. 

Cl«ar«d. 

KAikmiUty. 

Nomber  of 

Bacittered 

Caigo. 

Number  of 

BegUtered 

Cargo. 

yat<eli. 

Tonnage. 

VeweU. 

Tonnage. 

Ton«. 

Tooa. 

Britbh      

69 

78,166 

16,840 

69 

79.157 

9,925 

Aatkro-Uannrian 

90 

112,546 

4.684 

90 

112,546 

8,727 

Bulgarian  ^       ... 

1A6 

99,470 

6,401 

156 

99,470 

17,948 

Fvmeh      

8 

4,291 

8 

4,291 

1,600 

Qaimaii     

17 

21,815 

b85 

17 

21,815 

Onek        

44 

17,018 

] 

48 

16,882 

1 

BvMian     ...       ... 

53 

57,242 

r  ®'*^*  \ 

52 

57,160 

>   14,729 

Turktah     

118 

88,979 

115 

84,846 

OUi«n       ...       ^ 

1 

792 

J          I 

1 

792 

J 

Total      

546 

424,819 

86,274 

546 

425.949 

52,924 

„  forUMjaar 

pr«»Uiic     ... 

654 

515,410 

46,000 

656 

516,917 

68,400 
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HODGES,  FIGGIS,  A  Go..  Limited,  104,  Gbatton  Stbbbt,  Dubliw. 


[Cd.  1—32.] 
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Bepoi't  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
CoquiiYvbo  for  the  Tear  1898 

By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Ansted. 

(ReceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  March  21,  1900.) 

The   volume   of   trade   at  Coquiinbo  for  the  year  1898  was  Trade  and 
greater  than  that  of  1897,  as  regards  totals,  by  13,274/.,  \  com-  <^"^««»- 
parison,  however,  of  imports  with  exports  shows  that  a  marked 
change  has  come  about  in  the  relative  proportions,  for  whereas 
imports  increased  by  115,500/.,  exports  decreased  by  102,226/. 

Commercial  activity  on  a  satisfactory  scale   was    noticeable 
throughout  the  year. 

The  production  of  bar  copper,  the  principal  product  of  this  Copper, 
province,  was  in  1898  less  by  2,453  tons  than  that  of  1897,  but 
the  enhanced  value  of  the  metal  has  compensated  for  this  de- 
crease and  shows  an  actual  increase  of  96,748/.  in  money's-worth. 
That  the  output  should  have  been  so  much  smaller,  in  spite  of  the 
stimulus  of  an  enormous  advance  in  the  price  obtained,  is  due  in 
great  measure  to  scarcity  of  labour,  though  to  the  indepen- 
dent habits  of  the  miners  themselves  must  be  attributed  in  part 
the  cause  for  this  falling-off  just  at  a  period  when  a  healthy 
increase  might  have  been  reasonably  expected. 

The  actual  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  Sapping 
1899  was  greater  than  that  of  1898.  The  shipping  trade  is  (^®^>- 
very  active  in  Coqiiimbo,  for  coasters  in  particular,  and  the 
regular  ocean  lines  compete  with  the  coast  lines  and  inde- 
pendent ships  for  the  carriage  of  food  stuflFs  and  cattle 
required  to  supply  the  nitrate  ports.  The  imports  into 
Coquimbo  are  relatively  large  for  so  small  a  port,  and  this 
is  due  to  Coquimbo  being  a  distributing  centre  for  a  large 
district.  The  harbour  is  sheltered,  and  the  costs  attending  the 
landing  of  merchandise,  though  high,  are  less  than  at  the 
majority  of  the  seaports  of  the  Eepublic. 

The   imports   of   1898   suffered   the   very   large   decrease   of  Imports. 
102,226/.   (about   30  per   cent.)   as    compared    with    1897.     In 
food  stuffs    (including    liquors)   the    falling-off    is   conspicuous, 
the  difference  in  values  being  no  less  than  55,075/.  without  the 
prime  cost  of  the  articles  imported  having  changed  materially. 
(529)  A  2 
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A  decrease  shown  under  the  head  of  "other  articles,"  and 
amounting  to  no  less  than  78,613/.,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  due  to 
the  establishment  of  factories  in  this  country — though  not  in  this 
province. 

The  increase  in  coal  and  coke  imported  is  accounted  for  in  great 
measure  by  the  purchase,  for  account  of  the  State,  of  some  20,000 
tons  of  steam  coal  which  were  stored  in  Coquimbo  for  the  use 
of  the  Chilian  navy. 
Exporu.  The  export  tradeof  1898  showed asatisfactory expansion;  copper, 

as  already  stated,  brin<2:ing  in  an  excess  in  money  value  of  96,748/. 
and  "  other  articles  "  38,845/. 

The  precious  metals  produced  20,902/.  less  than  in  1897,  while 
manganese  remained  once  more  stationary. 

Under  "  other  articles  "  is  included  an  increasing  quantity  of 
dried  fruits,  hides,  and  chinchilla  skins  for  France. 
IndiMtrie?.  The  copper  reducing  works  remain  on  the  footing  of  past  years. 

A  small  electric  light  plant  has  been  erected  in  the  provincial 
capital,  La  Serena;  the  machinery  was  procured  from  Ger- 
many. 

Mining,  the  most  important  of  the  local  industries,  languishes 
for  the  want  of  hands,  a  want  most  difficult  to  supply  and 
one  which  would  seem  to  be  becoming  more  pronounced  every 
year. 

Agriculture  occupies  a  considerable  portion  of  the  population, 
but  in  this  direction,  too,  is  the  scarcity  of  labourers  felt.     There  is 
practically  no  farm  produce  for  exportation  to  foreign  countries, 
Iquitiue  and  other  nitrate  ports  absorbing  all  the  surplus. 
Works.  The   work   of  extending  a  railway  (narrow  gauge)  which  is 

being  constructed  for  the  State  from  La  Serena  up  the  Coquimbo 
valley  progresses  slowly.  The  rails  for  this  line  of  about  60 
miles  in  length  came  from  Essen ;  the  rolling-stock  is  partly  of 
British  and  partly  of  American  make. 

A  similar  line  is  being  laid  between  the  inland  town  of  Ovalle 
and  a  mining  district  known  as  La  Paloma,  also  by  Government 

Brewing  is  actively  carried  on,  and  on  a  scale  sufficient  to 
supply  local  consumption.  Large  quantities  of  beer  are  sent  also 
to  the  nitrate  districts  of  the  north  of  Chile. 

Wine-growing  and  spirit-distilling  is  also  a  flourishing  busi- 
ness in  the  upper  Coquimbo  valley. 
Population.  The  population  of  the  province  is  considered  to  exceed  170,000 

souls.     It  increases  very  slowly. 
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Annex  A.— Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Coquimbo 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Total. 

NatioDAllty* 

Number  of 
VeetelB. 

~  „-          Number  of 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesMlB. 

Tone. 

British       

Chilian      

Other  countriea  ... 

14 

37 

8 

16,092                214 
12,466      1         218 
7,278       1            47 

348,052 
217,491 
118,283 

228 
256 
55 

864,144 
229,957 
125,661 

Total      

„   for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

59 
67 

35,836                479 
41,480                464 

683,826 
667,610 

538 
531 

719,662 
709,090 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
VcBaeli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brltiih       

Chilian      

Other  countries  ... 

Total      

,.   for  the  year 
preceding      ... 

15 
42 

16,229 
13,277 
7,793 

212 

218 

340,921 
212,827 
118,288 

227 

260 

55 

357,150 
226,104 
126,076 

65 
69 

37,299      !          477 
42,054                 463 

672,081 
666,598 

542 

532 

709,880 
708,647 

Annex   B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of   Export  from 
Coquimbo  during  the  Years  1898-97. 


Articles. 


1898. 


1897. 


Copper,  manufactured,  and  in 

ores,  &c.        ..         .• 
Manganese  ore . . 
Precious  metals,  ores,  &c. 
Other  articles    .  • 

Total 


Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

id  in 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

471,788 
17,671 
31,386 

164,660 

Tons. 

9,147 
10,657 
.     337 

£ 

375,035 
16,862 
52,288 

125,816 

•  • 

685,500 

•• 

570,000 

Digitized  by 


Google 


I 


6  COQUIMBO. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Coquimbo  during 
the  Years  1898-97. 


Articles. 


Alimentarj,  including  liquors. 
Textile,  clothing,  Ac.    . . 
Manufactured  metals    . . 
Coal  and  coke    . . 
Other  articles    . . 


Total 


Value. 


1898. 

1897. 

£ 

£ 

75,183 

180,258 

22,930 

18,300 

12,522 

26,833 

69,523 

28,380 

76,024 

154,637 

256,182 


358,408 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Coquimbo  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-97. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

1897. 

British  Empire. . 

France  

United  States  of  America 
German  J          •  •         •  • 
Other  countries 

£ 

437,035 

144,100 

54,595 

16,390 

38,380 

£ 

421,890 
85,696 

17,257 
45,157 

£ 

112,740 

9,193 

18,002 

71,965 

44,273 

£ 

114,026 

46,310 

99V620 
98,458 

Total     .. 

685,500 

570,000 

256,182 

358,408 
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Rbtctbn  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Carrying  Trade  of 
Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  during  the  Year 
1899. 

Enteked. 


Wttli  Gwgoei.                       In  BellMt. 

Total. 

CooBtrlM. 

Number  of 
Veeeelf. 

-.              Nomberof 

Teoi. 

NoBberof 
Vessds. 

Tom. 

United  KlAgdom ... 
Chile         

6 
9 

8,M9 
A,U6 

1 

1,4M 

7 
9 

9.68S 
ft,536 

Cleared. 

With  Cargoes. 

laBdlArt. 

TotaL 

Coimtnr. 

*v!£5i!'      T«"- 

Momberof 
VeiMle. 

Tons. 

Momberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

ChUe 

10                  6,520 

... 

... 

10 

6,6M 

LONDON : 

Printed  for  Her  HiueBtj'i  Stationeiy  Office, 

Bt  HARBISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordiniiy  to  Her  Miyetty. 

(75     4  I  00— H  k  S    629) 
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Reference  to  previous  Report^  Annual  Seines  No,  2287 


Beport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  RepuUic  of  Chile  for 
the  Year  1899 

By  Consul-General  Sir  Berry  Cusack-Smith. 

(ReceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  June  21, 19CK).) 

The   volume   of    trade  in   1899   was   as   nearly   as   possible  Introductory. 
1,000,000  doL,  of  Is.  &d,  British  each  (75,000/.),  less  than  in  1898. 

The  decrease  is  in  the  exports  only,  which  in  1898  mounted 
up  to  168,069,431  dol.  (12,605,207/.),  whereas  last  year  the  exports 
fell  to  163,106,133  dol.  (12,232,960/.). 

The  imports  show  an  increase  of  3,998,300  dol.  (299,872/.). 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  exports  exceeded  the 
imports  by  56,845,775  dol.  (4,263,433/.). 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  account  for  the  decline  in  the  export 
trade  beyond  the  ruin  to  the  crops  caused  by  the  great  storms  and 
floods  of  last  winter,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  foreign  merchants 
were  in  a  better  position  to  seize  the  opportunities  of  the  reviving 
trade  and  that  so  far  they  have  been  the  greatest  gainers.  The 
Chilian  exporter  and  producer  required  longer  time  to  take 
advantage  of  the  improved  market,  but  the  revival  of  all  local 
industries  is  real  and  unmistakeable,  and  there  are  hopeful 
signs  that  Chile  is  awakening  to  the  possibilities  of  a  vast  export 
trade. 

As  a  leading  financial  journal  has  said  the  year  1899  has  been  Recovery  all 
one  of  recovery  all  round.  In  the  immediately  preceding  years  the  round. 
Eepublic  had  exhausted  its  resources  over  its  military  and  naval 
preparations  in  anticipation  of  war  with  the  Argentine  Eepublic. 
But  peace  having  been  completely  assured,  the  country  was  free 
to  devote  its  energies  to  the  developing  of  its  industries  under 
conditions  more  or  less  favourable. 

The  well  sustained  rise  in  the  price  of  copper  gave  an  impetus  Rise  in 
to  all  branches  of  commerce.     This  added  to  the  very  satisfactory  c<>PP«''- 
consumption  of  nitrate  throughout  the  world   brought   about   a 
reduction  in  the  premium  on  gold,  which  fell  to  10  per  cent., 
whereas  but  a  short  time  previously  it  stood  at  50  per  cent. 

But  though  1899  was  essentially  a  year  of  peace  and  recovery,  Stomu  and 
there  were  not  wanting  moments  of  diSiculty  and  hours  of  fore-  ^**^^*- 
boding  to  interrupt  the  march  of  improvement.     To  the  unprece- 
(624)  A  2 
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Rinein 
exchange. 


dented  storms  that  for  so  many  days  interrupted  all  railway 
communication  and  traffic,  seriously  damaging  the  sea  front  at 
Valparaiso,  and  wrecking  bridges  throughout  the  Republic,  there 
succeeded  rumours  of  fresh  issues  of  paper  money,  destined  to 
recoup  the  sufifererers  by  the  storms  and  to  circulate  money 
among  all  classes.  Beyond  a  few  sj)eeches  nothing  was  done 
for  the  losers  by  tlie  storms,  and  the  mere  rumour  of  the 
issue  of  further  amounts  of  paper  money  caused  exchange  to 
Unctuate  considerably. 

Those  who  hoped  that,  under  the  guise  of  State  aid  to  the 
sufferers  by  the  winter  storms  and  floods,  they  would  be  able  to 
wipe  off  their  mortgai:,'es  and  private  dohts,  were  grievously  dis- 
appointed. Wiser  counsels  prevailed,  and  the  sufferers  by  the 
floods  were  left  to  work  out  their  own  salvation. 
Attempted  Next  came  various  attempts  to  .secure  further  issues  of  paper 

^^^^^P*P«' currency,  varying  from  50,000,000  to  200,000,000  of  pesos,  but 
again  public  opinion  prevailed  and  these  selfish  projects  died  of 
inanition. 

As  soon  as  it  was  realised  that  all  fear  of  further  paper  issues 
was  at  an  end,  the  exchange  on  gold  rose  until  the  paper  dollar 
nominally  worth  Is.  6d.  became  actually  worth  Is.  4^rf.  Such  a 
high  exchange  does  not  suit  the  landed  proprietors  whose 
estates  are  mortgaged  up  to  the  hilt.  Having  borrowed  dollars 
worth  Is.  Grf.  thoy  wish  to  pay  them  back  with  dollars  which 
are  worth  only  Is.  And  there  are  besides  a  great  number  of 
needy  speculators  who  live  on  the  fluctuations  in  exchange. 

AVe  must  expect,  therefore,  during  1900  to  hear  of  various 
ruses  to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  embarrassed  pro- 
prietors and  of  the  speculators,  but  Chile's  financial  position  is  so 
strong  that  it  is  hardly  possible  that  such  efforts  to  lower  exchange 
will  have  any  but  the  most  passing  success.  We  may  look  forward 
to  a  year  of  great  commercial  prosperity  and  of  important  develop- 
ment in  the  industries  of  the  Kepublic. 

I  desire  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  "  La  Eevista  Comer- 
cial"  for  many  facts,  figures,  and  other  information,  the  official 
statistics  not  having  yet  been  published. 

The  Administrator  of  the  Customs  most  kindly  placed  at 
my  disposal  returns  otherwise  unobtainable.  The  remarks  on 
the  wines  of  Chile  were  very  courteously  supplied  by  the 
Agricultural  Institute,  a  Government  Department.  There  is  also 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  information  on  every  branch  of 
industry  in  Chile  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril,  formed  of 
leading  men  of  finance  and  commerce.  The  Chilian  Society 
spares  no  pains  to  give  promptly  to  every  inquirer  the  fullest,  most 
correct,  and  most  detailed  information  gratis,  and  on  tins,  as  on 
many  other  occasions,  I  have  been  deeply  indebted  to  it  for  most 
valuable  information. 

Thanks  to  the  protective  tariff  the  local  industries  of  Chile 
are  commencing  to  assume  very  important  proportions.  Two 
sugar  factories  are  at  work  on  a  large  scale ;  soap,  candle,  and 
cocoanut-oil  factories  are  flourishing.    Chilian  beers  and  "  Lagers  " 


Commercial 
Information 
Bureau. 


Local 
industries. 


► 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHILE.  5 

are  winning  for  themselves  a  deservedly  high  reputation.  Bolivia 
alone  takes  from  Chile  annually,  beer  to  the  value  of  250,000  pesos 
(18,750/.). 

Factories  of  chocolate  and  vermicelli,  with  the  most  modem 
appliances,  are  thriving  in  the  Eepublic. 

One  of  the  newest  local  industries  is  a  manufactory  of  tin- 
ware, established  in  Valparaiso,  with  a  daily  output  of  about 
6,000  articles. 

In  printing,  lithography,  and  engraving  Chile  is  well  to  the 
fore. 

In  the  manufactory  of  textile  goods,  cottons,  and  woollens, 
great  development  is  proceeding  and  must  tend  to  restrict 
imports. 

I  have  noticed  elsewhere  the  extensive  and  well  equipped 
engineering  works  and  foundries  which  are  mostly  English. 

A  biscuit  factory  supplies  all  Chile  with  biscuits. 

Factories  for  hats  and  for  clothing  are  numerous  and  successful. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  even  mention  all  the  various  branches 
of  local  industry,  but  one  especially  deserves  notice  and  that  is 
the  Chilian  compressed  liay  or  alfalfa  on  which  animals  thrive 
and  fatten.  It  costs  f.o.b.  about  4s.  a  bundle,  or  less  in  large 
quantities. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  period  of  the  year  before  the  official  Official 
statistics  have  been  published    to  give  a  detailed   report  of  the  Btatistica  nbt 
trade   of   1899,   and   this  must  be  considered  as    a  preliminary  ^^^  *^"^^'®* 
report. 

A  well-known  writer  on  Chilian  politics  said  last  year :  "  What  Gold  versus 
Chile  wants  is  more  manual  labour,  and  more  brain  work,  more  paper 
energy  and  more  perseverance,  more  self-reliance  and  self-denial,  ^"^"'^cy- 
more  foreign  capital  and  foreign  machinery,  knd  not  more  paper 
dollars.     When  she  has  got  all  these  things,  and  the  produce  they 
will  bring,  the  dollars  will  come  easily  enough,  from  the  mint 
instead  of  the  printing  press.     Paper  dollars  and  especially  paper 
dollars  in  increasing  quantity,  tend  to  diminish  all  these  factors 
of  prosperity.      Gold  currency   will  not   of   itself   bring  all   of 
them,  or  any  of  them,  but  it  opens  the  door  to  them  and  that 
is  why  it  is  worth  almost  any  sacrifice  to  fight  against  increased 
paper  money,  and  at  all  cost  to  keep  the  way  open  for  the  return 
of  gold." 

I  have  received  from   all  the   Vice-Consuls   reports  on  the  yice-ConsuIs 
trade  of  their  districts   and   have   incorporated    them  with  my  reports, 
remarks.     The  reports  of  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Santiago,  Valdivia, 
Talcahuano,  Punta  Arenas  and  the  Consular  Agent  at  Chaiiaral  I 
have  appended  as  being  of  special  merit. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Simpson  reports  that  there  has  been  a  slight  port  of  Arica, 
improvement  in  the  importations  at  the  port  of  Arica,  although 
the  neighbouring  ports  of  Antofagasta  and  MoUendo  still  obtain 
the  lion's  share  of  the  trade  for  the  interior. 

There  has  been  a  great  scarcity  of  animals  for  transport  to  the 
Bolivian  towns,  and  consequently  a  large  quantity  of  merchandise 
cannot  be  forwarded. 
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Labour  is  scarce,  owing  to  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  having 
migrated    to    the   nitrate    districts,    where    higher    wages    are 
obtainable. 
Port  of  From  Tocopilla  Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Johns   reports  that 

Tooopilla.  although  it  might  be  difficult  to  get  the  business  community  to 
admit  that  the  trade  of  the  port  had  improved  during  the  past 
year,  there  being  no  very  visible  increase  in  business  life  or  activity, 
yet  the  custom-house  returns  of  export  and  import  duties  received, 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  shipping  returns,  go  far  to  prove  that 
a  considerable  improvement  has  taken  place. 

The  export  and  import  duties  combined  show  an  increase  over 
the  previous  year's  receipts  of  no  less  than  931,02205  Chilian 
dol.  gold,  or  nearly  70,000/. 


Amount. 

1898. 

1899. 

Export  duties. 

Import  duties. 

Dollars  gold. 

4,427,607  -89 

98,487  -47 

Dollars  gold. 

5,848,098  -88 

109,018-58 

ToUl       .. 

4,521,095-36 

5,452,117  41 

Altogether  the  outlook  apj^ears  to  be  very  promising. 
Kumours  are  current  of  further  development  in  tlie  nitrate 
industry  by  the  opening  of  yet  another  "Ofichia"  at  Tocopilla, 
and  the  recent  importation  of  large  quantities  of  machinery  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  up  borax  works  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
an  indication  that  the  coming  century  may  see  Tocopilla  increas- 
ing in  inijx)rtance  as'  a  maritime  port. 

Taiul.  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schjolberg  reports  from  Taltal  that  with  the 

present  price  of  copper,  and  the  probability  of  an  improved  market 
for  the  nitrate  of  soda,  it  is  possible  to  look  forward  to  a  more  pros- 
perous state  of  trade  than  that  which  prevailed  during  the  year 
under  review. 

Notliing  has  yet  been  done  in  the  working  of  the  borate  of 
lime  fields,  but  if  the  negotiations  ibr  the  purchase  of  the  neigh- 
bouring sulphur  deposits  are  carried  through,  the  borate  deposits 
will  also  receive  attention. 

Junin.  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Garratt,  reporting  from  Junin,  says  that  the 

trade  for  the  year  1899,  both  export  and  import,  has  been  almost 
entirely  in  connection  with  the  nitrate  of  soda  industry,  the 
expoits  having  been  almost  totally  of  that  article,  and  the 
imports  articles  required  for  use  in  its  manufacture. 

The  export  of  copper  and  gold  ores  shows  an  improvement. 
In  1897  the  total  was  34,801  quintals,  as  compared  with  44,674 
quintals  last  year.  At  present  there  is  no  demand  for  foreign 
labourers  beyond  the  actual  existing  supply,  but  should  new 
works  be  commenced,  of  which  there  is  a  probability,  there 
might  then  be  a  small  demand   for  skilled  labourers,  such  as 
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carpenters,  joiners,  and  blacksmiths,  and  foreigners,  especially 
British,  who  are  well  recommended,  would  probably  find  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Clarke  states  that  the  port  of  Pisagua  is  Plsagaa* 
almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  shipment  of  nitrate  of  soda,  ' 
that  being  the  only  important  article  of  export.  The  port  is 
considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  on  the  coast,  the  bay  being  well 
sheltered,  and  the  anchorage  good  and  safe.  Owing,  however,  to 
the  cheaper  railway  transport  from  the  nitrate  works  to  the  ports 
of  Junin  and  Caleta  Buena,  the  exportation  of  nitrate  from 
Pisagua  has  dwindled  from  8,177,104  quintals  in  the  year  1890  to 
1,735,935  quintals  in  1899.  The  directors  of  the  Nitrate  Eail- 
ways  Company,  whose  lines  connect  Pisagua  with  the  nitrate 
districts,  have,  however,  recently  made  a  very  considerable 
reduction  in  their  freight  tariff,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
this  measure  will  restore  to  Pisagua  some  portion  of  its  past 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Anderton  says  that  trade  in  Traiguen  was  very  Traiguen* 
slack  daring  the  past  year,  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the  bad  crops. 
He  has  no  doubt  that  the  land  is  giving  out,  and  although  many 
of  the  richer  farmers  have  tried  all  sorts  of  manures,  such  as 
guano,  lime,  saltpetre,  &c.,  the  result  is  nearly  always  the  same. 
A  short  time  ago  the  Vice-Consul  made  a  trip  on  horseback  down 
to  the  south,  and  he  noticed  that  the  country  was  very  bare,  and 
very  few  cattle  were  to  be  seen,  a  great  change  from  years  ago 
when  he  first  knew  the  frontier,  when  the  country  was  covered 
with  all  sorts  of  animals.  The  fact  is  that  the  farmers  have  had 
too  much  credit,  and  owing  to  bad  harvests,  and  at  times  low 
prices  for  their  produce,  they  have  not  been  able  to  pay  their 
debts,  and  in  many  cases  have  had  to  deliver  their  properties  to 
the  banks. 

The  commercial  movement  in  Caldera  for  the  past  year  calls  for  Oaldera. 
no  special  comment.  The  large  commercial  houses,  whose  inter- 
mediate business  of  providing  the  minor  commerce  has  almost 
been  ruined  by  the  Valparaiso  houses  sending  their  travellers  to 
compete  with  them,  have  made  a  combination  not  to  buy  from 
these  same  travellers  under  a  heavy  penalty,  hoping  thus  to 
confine  the  travellers  to  a  very  limited  and  uncertain  business. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Maguire  writes  that  labour  in  Lota  being  very  Lota, 
cheap  there  is  no  opening  for  British  immigrants.     A  labourer  earns 
1  peso  or  dollar  per  day  (say,  15  or  16  pence) ;  carpenters  and 
other  workmen  earn  from  1^  to  2^  pesos. 

Some  idea  of  the  volume  of  trade  at  the  Port  of  Valparaiso  Trade  of 
during  1899  may  be  obtained  from  the  total  of  the  receipts  at  the  Valparaiio, 
custom-house.    These  amounted  to  14,918,523  doL  39  c.  whereas 
they  were  in  1898  only  14,576,162  dol.  30  c,  showing  an  increase 
in  1899  of  342,361  dol.  9  c.  (25,677/.),  which  may  be  considered  as 
satisfactory. 

Exchange    opened  in   Januaiy,  1899,  with  the  paper  dollar  Exchange, 
worth  Is.  Ofd.  English,  and  closed  in  December  with  the  dollar 
wortii  l5.  4^V^.     The  paper  dollar  is  nominally  worth  Is.  6d. 
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Shipping. 
Port  of 
Talpaniao. 


The  shipping  entering  the  port  of  Valparaiso  shows  a  falling- 
off  both  in  the  number  of  ships  and  tlie  volume  of  the  tonnage. 
In  the  year  1898,  1,054  ships,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
1,336,918  tons,  entered  the  bay,  but  last  year  there  was  a  deficit 
of  exactly  50  vessels,  the  numbers  being  1,004,  while  the  tonnage 
fell  off  to  1,289,076  tons.  There  is  an  almost  identical  falling- 
ofif,  if  the  year  1898  is  compared  with  1897,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  increasing  importance  of  Iquique  and  other  rival 
ports  is  draAving  away  much  of  the  shipping  that  used  to  visit 
Valparaiso.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  decline  in  the  im- 
portance of  Valparaiso  as  a  shipping  centre  c^n  be  wholly  arrested, 
but  it  is  evident  that  much  might  be  done  to  facilitate,  cheapen, 
and  hasten  the  loading  and  unloading  of  vessels  using  this 
port  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  receiving  and  discharging  of 
cargo  is  performed  in  the  open  roadst^^ad  by  means  of  lightei-s. 
On  any  day,  and  they  are  very  many,  on  which  the  wind  blows, 
work  is  practically  impossible,  and  the  despatch  of  the  vessel  is 
delayed  accordingly.  In  the  foreign  trade  the  figures  remain 
almost  stationary,  there  being  an  increase  of  only  14  vessels  and 
14,763  tons. 

The  decline  occurs  in  the  coasting  trade,  as  is  to  be 
expected,  for  much  of  the  exports  which  ibrmerly  were  brought 
by  sea  to  Valparaiso  for  final  shipment  are  now  sent  direct  from 
other  ports  in  Chile.  Thus  we  find  in  1898  that  the  coasting 
trn(l<»  entries  at  Valparaiso  numi>ered  616  vessels,  with  an  aggre- 
gate toimage  of  568,431  tons,  whereas  last  year's  figures  only 
show  552  vessels,  and  505,820  tons.  The  decline,  contrary  to 
what  might  be  expected,  occurs  among  the  steamships,  and  is 
shared  by  Chile,  the  British  Empire,  and  Germany,  the  figures 


being : — 


Steamships. 


1898. 

1899. 

Country. 

Number  of 
Veaselfl. 

Tons. 

Number  of          ^^^^ 
Vessels.             ^^°»- 

Chile 

British  Empire 
Germany 

872 

186 

42 

290,658 

163,802 

77,482 

344                 270,661 

108           1      161,668 

24           1        40,602 

The  Eepublic  of  Chile  has  one  of  the  finest  coasting  services  in 
the  world.  Tliis  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  Chilian 
Company  "La  Compafiia  Sud  Americana  de  Vapores"  and  the 
well-known  Liverpool  organisation  "  The  Pacific  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company."  These  two  companies  run  conjointly  a  service  of 
steamships  from  Valparaiso  to  San  Francisco  in  California  calling 
en  route  at  all  the  ports  of  Chile.  Each  company  owns  a 
fleet  of  the  most  modem  and  up-to-date  steamers  built  especially 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHILE. 


9 


to  suit  the  tropical  heat  and  cahn  seas  of  this  great  stretch  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Turning  to  the  foreign  trade,  the  British  flag  again  heads  the 
list,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures : — 


Nationality. 


Number  of  Yessela. 


Steam. 


British  .. 
German . . 
Chilian  . . 
French  .. 
Norwegian 
Italian  .. 
Danish  . .         . , 
American  (IT.S.) 
Raesian . . 
Peruvian 


173 
84 
52 


Sailing. 


78 
25 
15 
6 
5 
6 
4 
2 
1 
1 


Total 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


251 
109 
67 
7 
6 
6 
4 
2 
1 
1 


Tods. 


476,412 

281,351 

90,398 

9,254 

8,718 

5,800 

6,018 

3,100 

1,619 

580 


Practically  all  the  ships  that  entered  cleared  with  cargoes  or 
left  Valparaiso  bound,  in  ballast,  to  other  Chilian  ports  to  load 
nitrate  or  grain. 

Freights  opened   at   25«.    and    steadily    increased    until,   in  Freights. 
November,  they  stood  at  30s. 

No  less  than  43,224  seamen  entered  the  port  of  Valparaiso  Crews, 
during  the  past  year,  and  of  this  number  18,772  belonged  to 
British  ships.  2,300  seamen  were  engaged  and  1,906  disoharged 
at  the  I'ritish  Consulate-General.  Any  sailor  of  good  character 
can  find  employment  at  this  port.  There  are  unfortunately  a 
large  number  of  British  seamen  at  Valparaiso  who  prefer  loafing 
on  shore,  and  who  make  a  practice  of  signing  articles  only  to 
desert  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  There  is  no  Sailors'  Home 
here,  and  very  little  is  done  locally  to  protect  a  sailor  on  shore 
from  crimps. 

The  Dock  Company  of  Valparaiso  has  issued  a  scheme  to  con-  Docks, 
struct  a  breakwater  160  yards  long  in  front  of  the  headland  at 
the  left  point  or  horn  of  the  bay,  just  opposite  Fort  Valdivia. 
On  the  shore  side  would  be  extensive  wharves  and  store  sheds, 
and  if  the  scheme  is  ever  carried  out  it  would  be  an  immense 
boon  to  shipping.  There  are,  however,  several  rival  schemes, 
and  unless  the  Chilian  Government  take  the  matter  in  hand 
there  is  but  little  prospect  of  Valparaiso  being  provided  with 
docks  in  the  near  future. 

The  French  line  of  steamships  "  Chargeurs  Rdunis  "  have  com- 
menced calling  at  Valparaiso  with  the  intention  of  continuing 
their  itinerary  as  far  north  as  Mexico. 

The  two  latest  additions  to  the  Chilian  navy  have  been  built  Chilian  navy, 
in  England.     The  first  was  the  armoured  cruiser  "O'Higgins," 
8,500   tons,  built  at  Elswick,  and  the   last  was  the  "Jeneral 
Baquedano/'  a  barque-rigged  training  ship  of  2,500  tons,  also  built 
at  Elswick. 
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l»or!  of  The  British  tonnage  visiting  Corral,  which  is  the  port  for  the 

Cor  a'.  flourishing   German    settlement    of    Valdivia,    amounted   to   59 

steamers  totalling  83,856  tons. 

Port  of  Arica.  During  1899  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Arica 
was  278,  all  of  which  were  steamers.  Of  this  number  141  were 
British,  92  Chilian,  and  16  German.  The  total  tonnage  was 
488,136.  The  shipping  of  this  port  seems  to  be  gradually  dwin- 
dling, owing  to  the  trade  of  the  interior  having  been  diverted  to 
neighbouring  ports. 

There  was  an  increase  of  nine  vessels  and  13,569  tons  in  the 
volume  of  shipping  visiting  the  port  of  Tocopilla  during  1899. 
The  British,  French,  and  Italian  Hags  show  increases.  Gernmuy 
shows  a  decrease,  while  the  Dutch,  lUissian,  and  Danish  flags 
were  not  represented  as  had  previously  been  the  case. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  King  reports  that  12  vessels  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Carrizal  Bajo  from  foreign  countries,  11  being  British 
and  one  Norwegian,  with  a  total  registered  tonnage  of  19,261 
tons.  Seven  of  these  vessels  brouglit  cargoes  of  coal,  coke,  and 
bricks;  five  came  in  ballast  to  load  manganese;  two  vessels  dis- 
charged coal  and  loaded  -  manganese  without  change  of  port ; 
seven  vessels  loaded  manganese  lor  Philadelphia,  United  States 
of  America,  and  five  went  in  ballast  to  other  ports  in  Chile 
to  load  nitrate. 

Port  of  Taltal.  Mr.  Vice-Con.'^ul  Schjolberg  reports  t]:at  duiing  1899  the  fol- 
lowing vessels  entered  the  poit  of  Taltal: — 


Port  of 
Tocopinu. 


Port  of 
Carrizal  Uiy'o 


Nationality. 


Number  of         i\*«'!«P!! 


Dritiah   .. 
Chilian  •• 

German . . 

Italian    •  • 
Daniah   .. 
French   •• 
Peruviun 
American  (U.S.) 


Steam 

Sailing 

Steam 

Sailing 

Steam 

Sailing 


Vchstis. 

j\e^isieiea 
Tonnage. 

117 

199,884 

48 

78,376 

89 

111,761 

12 

3,632 

17 

42,674 

16 

27,496 

4 

4,961 

4 

8.918 

6 

6,963 

1 

235 

1 

1,518 

816 

476,868 

Total 


Tiie  shipping  compares  favourably  with  the   preceding  year 
when  289  vessels  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  419,066  registered 
tons  entered,  of  which  146  vessels  and  227,907  tons  flew  the 
British  flag. 
Port  of  Caleta        Mr.   Yice-Consul  Garratt  reports   that  the   total   amount  of 
Boena.  tonnage  entered   at   Caleta   Buena   during   the   year   1899   was 

510,362  tons.  Of  this  amount  British  tonnage  is  credited 
with  263,451  tons,  w^hich  establishes  a  record,  all  the  more 
noteworthy  since  the  tonnage  under  other  flags  shows,  in  every 
case,  a  slight  falling-ofF  in  comparison  with  last  year,  with  the 
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exception  of  the  United  States,  which  has  increased  294  tons. 
The  British  tonnage  was  made  up  of  50  sailing  and  111  steam 
vessels.  The  freights  for  sailing  vessels  for  Europe  have  averaged 
275.  fid.  during  the  year.  The  average  price  of  nitrate  during  the 
same  period  was  4«.  lO^d,  per  quintal. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  at  Pisagua  was : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessela. 

Hegiatered 
Tonnage. 

^^■^^^ {IS    :: 

6«n-« {.^^^    :: 

French SaiUng 

Oth^r  nationalities      ..         ..          „ 

1 

20 
7 

10 
6 
3 
8 

89,098 
18,487 
12,6«8 
1(),076 
4,996 
7,488 

Total 

54 

98,807 

Port  of 
PiflBgna. 


The  coasting  steamers  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 
and  the  Chilian  Coasting  Company  are  not  included  in  the  above 
list. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Garratt  says  that  87  vessels  (whose  stay  Port  of  Junin. 
lasted  more  than  48  hours)  entered  the  port  of  Junin  during  1899. 
Of  these  ships  41  were  British  aggi'egating  60,713  tons,  out  of  a 
total  of  148,077  tons.  Germany  came  second  with  30  vessels  of 
fi9,435  tons,  Chile  being  third  with  six  ships  and  5,680  tons.  The 
larger  tonnage  of  the  German  vessels  compared  with  the  British 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  large  steamers  under  the  German 
flag  called  at  this  port,  whereas  nearly  all  the  British  tonnage  was 
made  up  of  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Maguire  reports  that  356  vessels,  of  which  Port  of  Lota, 
only  86  were  sailing  ships,  eutered  the  port  of  Lota  during  last 
year.     The  total  tonnage  was  410,801  tons.     Of  this  total  Chile 
claims  half,  the  British  flag  coming  next  with  144,105  tons,  and 
Germany  last  with  60,716  tons. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Beazley  sends  the  following  figures  relating  Port  of 
to  the  shipping  at  Caldera.  During  last  year  70  vessels  entered  Caldera. 
from  foreign  ports,  as  against  66  in  the  year  1898,  and  the  total 
tonnage  was  129,093  tons  as  compared  with  116,460  tons  in  1898. 
The  British  flag  heads  the  list  with  38  vessels  and  82,801  tons. 
Germany  has  improved  her  position  from  third,  as  in  1898,  to 
second  with  17  ships  and  37,488  tons. 

The  coasting  trade  entries  numbered,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
234  ships  and  321,857  tons.  This  was  divided  between  the 
Chilian  and  Briiish  ensigns,  the  latter  claiming  110  ships  and 
158,130  tons. 

Only  small  river  steamers,  of  which  there  are  some  35,  ascend  Port  of 
the  river  from  Corral  to  Valdivia,  with  the  exception  of  the  400  Valdivia. 
ton  steamers  of  the  Chilian  Company,  which  are  able  to  cross  the 
bar  at  the  river's  mouth. 

165  steamships  and  18  sailing  ships  eutered  at  Chafiaral  during  port  of 
the  year.  Cbaiiara! 
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Port  of  Punta        159  ships  entered  at  Punta  Arenas  (Straits  of  Magellan)  with 
-Arenan.  ^  ^^^i  tonnage  of  325,683  tons.     Of  this  total  the   British   flag 

claims  81  vessels  and  199,351  tons.     Further  particulars  will  be 

found  in  the  report  of  the  Vice-Consul  at  p.  50. 
rm!)»>rts.  The    imports,    as    we    have    seen,    exhibit    an    increase    of 

3,998,300  dol.  (299,872/.)  as  compared  with  the  year  1898. 

The  principal  increases  not  mentioned  elsewhere  occur  in  the 

following  articles : — 


Articles. 


Paper,  printing 
„     smoking 
Saddles 
FelthaU      .. 

Tea 

Sperm  candles        •• 

Horses 

Coffee 

Undershirts  and  drawers 

Kerseymeres 

Cigars 

Patent  leather 

Drugs 

Flannel 

Iron,  in  bars  and  ingots 

Sackings 

Jewellery     . . 


Increase. 

Dollars.* 
492,188 

94.675 
100,707 

47,772 
267,467 
368,536 
126,060 
125,109 

66,483 
883,143 

40,222 

82,781 
274,648 
127,402 
163,002 
825.118 

52,384 


The  heaviest  decreases  occur  in — 


Articles. 


Earthenware  •  •         . 

Tallow 

Olive  oil 

Cattle  

Sugar — 

White       .. 

Brown      •• 

Refined    .. 
Sulpliur 

Coal 

Pine  glassware 
Grease,  pure  or  mixed 
Oalvauised-iron  flat  sheets. 
„  roofing      . 


Decrease. 


Dollars. 
344,593 
491,467 

858,167 
1,489,880 

329,141 
441,121 
862,554 
801,101 
682,930 
801,626 
406,621 
456,909 
305,586 


•  1  dol.  =  U.  6d. 


Coal.  The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  coal  already  noticed  is  pro- 

bably largely  due  to  a  cessation  of  purchases  by  the  Chilian  navy. 
Large  stores  of  coal  were  accumulated  in  1898  in  anticipation  of 
war,  and  purchases  have  ceased. 
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At  Caleta  Buena  last  year  there  was  a  great  revival  in  the 
imports  of  coal,  the  total  amounting  to  51,818  tons,  as  compared 
with  24,151  tons  in  1897  and  44,876  tons  in  1898.  Except  in 
1896,  when  Caleta  Buena  imported  56,780  tons,  there  has  been 
no  such  satisfactory  year  as  1899.  The  bulk  of  the  coal  arrived 
in  14  French  ships,  carrying  no  less  than  30,080  tons.  This  is 
4,276  tons  more  than  France  sent  in  1898,  and  the  increase  has 
been  very  marked  in  each  year  since  1895.  Eight  British  vessels 
brought  13,690  tons  which  shows  an  increase,  as  compared  with 
the  year  1898  of  4,294  tons,  and  compares  very  closely  with  the 
increase  noted  in  the  French  coal  carrying  trade. 

German  vessels  brought  6,502  tons.  Although  this  shows  a 
small  increase  over  the  preceding  year,  it  would  appear  that 
Germany  has  been  practically  ousted  in  this  trade.  In  1895 
Germany  carried  to  Caleta  Buena  21,259  tons  and  in  1896  no 
less  than  29,978  tons. 

The  coal-carrying  trade  of  Caleta  Buena  is  now  largely  in  the 
hands  of  a  French  firm  which  employs  an  increasing?  number  of 
large  and  fast  sailing  four-masted  barques  in  this  industry. 
These  vessels  are  despatched  from  Shields  with  their  outward  coal 
cargoes,  returning  to  Dunkirk  for  discharge  of  the  return  freight 
of  nitrate. 

Seven  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Carrizal  Bajo  with  cargoes 
of  coal  and  coke. 

The  total  quantity  of  coal  imported  into  Taltal  amounted  to 
38,349  tons,  the  whole  of  it  coming  from  Australia  in  sailing 
vessels  of  the  following  nationalities  : — 

Nationality.  |        Quantity. 


British 
French 
Danish 
Italian 
German 

••         ••         ••         •• 

••         *•         ••         •• 

Total 

1            Tons. 

..'  21,693 
5,500 

..1  8,279 
6,810 
1,567 

88,849 

At  Pisagua  the  imports  of  coal  and  patent  fuel  were  34,951 
tons. 

At  Junin,  33,574  tons  of  coal  were  imported  as  follows : — 


Number  of 
Cargoes. 

Tons. 

AuBtralian  coal  .. 
British  and  Welsh  eoal. . 
Chilian  (Lota)  coal 

10 
6 

7 

15,145 
8,697 
9,782 

Total 

28 

88,574 
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Carrizal  Hi^o.        Mr.  Vice-CoDSul  King  states  that  the  foreign  trade  of  Carrizal 
Bajo  consists  of  imports  of  coal  from  Australia  and  Enj^land. 

Bedsteads  of  the  commoner  kind  are  manufactured  in  the 
country,  and  to  encourage  this  brancli  of  trade  the  import  duties 
on  bedsteads  were  raised  from  January  1,  1898.  The  following 
figures  show  the  change  in  the  duties : — 


Pw  Kilo. 


I 


Before 
1898. 


January  1, 
1898. 


Bedateada— 

All  iron 

Iron  and  brass    . . 

„    bead  and  brass  foot 
All  brasB 


I 


Equal  to 


CeutA. 

12 
25 
35 
50 

Per  cent. 
85 


Dol.  c. 

0  24 

0  40 

0  65 

1  0 

Per  cent. 
60 


Cement.  The  importation  of  cement  assumes  considerable  proportions. 

The  figures  for  1899  are  not  yet  available,  but  it  may  be  said  that 
there  was  a  decrea.^e  in  value  of  2,220/.  The  total  value  of 
cement  imported  was  48,404'.,  as  against  r)0,715/.  in  1898,  when 
the  total  imports  reachei'  16,637  tons.  Geiinany  was  by  far  the 
largest  sender  of  cement,  her  share  being  9.972  tons,  Great 
Britain  only  sending  4,428  tons. 

The  superior  quality  of  clie  British  article  seems  fairly 
demonstrated  by  the  following  facts  : — 

During  the  unprecedented  storms  of  last  winter  a  great  part 
of  the  sea  front  was  utterly  destroyed  by  the  violence  of  the 
waves.  A  hydraulic  crane  belonging  to  a  British  firm  in  Val- 
paraiso escaped  the  surrounding  destruction  although  it  was 
situated  at  the  very  spot  where  the  destructive  force  of  the  sea 
wets  tlie  greate.-^t.  This  hydraulic  crane  is  raised  upon  a  concrete 
chamber  made  with  White  Brothers'  cement  and  tlie  foot  walk  of 
the  esplanade  is  also  made  of  the  same  cement.  On  the  east  side 
the  esplanade  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  on  the  west  the  sea 
wall  has  been  cut,  leaving  the  crane  like  a  pillar  in  the  midst  of 
the  general  destruction.  Undoubtedly  the  resistance  offered  by 
this  construction  saved  a  considerable  part  of  the  esplanade. 
In  the  winter  storms  of  last  year  the  force  of  the  waves  was 
really  incredible  and  incalculable,  hurling  rocks  upon  the  top  of 
a  three-storey  warehouse  and  breaking  steel  rails  as  if  by  machi- 
nery. Nevertheless,  neither  the  concrete  chamber  nor  the  foot 
walk  of  cement  suflered  in  the  slightest  degree ;  on  the  ccm- 
trary,  they  served  as  a  perfect  defence  to  the  crane  itself,  which 
escaped  unhurt. 

Copnu  Copra  is  imported  into  Valparaiso  from  the  South  Sea  Islands, 

and  there  is  a  special  factory  at  Vifia  del  Mar  for  crusliing  the 
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shipments  and  making  cocoanut  oil.  At  this  same -factory  the 
candle-making  industiy  has  recently  been  started  and  bids  fair  to 
develop  into  a  very  large  output. 

The  import  of  coi-sets  in  1898  amounted  to  1,701  dozen,  of  Corwta. 
which  France  sent  663,  Germany  553,  and  the  British  Empire 
484  dozen.     It  is  probable  that  the  figures  for  1899  will  show 
a  substantial  increase. 

The  local  manufacture  of  corsets  is  expected  to  assume  greater 
importance  as  the  business  of  the  original  company,  now  in 
liquidation,  has  been  purchased  by  an  enterprising  firm  of 
merchants  in  Valparaiv«40  who  intend  to  introduce  all  the  latest 
ideas  and  place  the  niauufacbure  upon  the  most  modem  footing. 

The  consumption  of  tea  in  Chile  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  Tea. 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  great  numbers  of  brands  advertised  on 
all  sides.     Most  of  the  tea  sold  is  of  poor  quality  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  public  are  charged  exorbitant  prices.     The  import 
duty  is  1  dol.  per  kilo.,  or  about  8d,  per  lb. 

Ceylon  teas  of  good  to  fine  quality  are  unobtainable  and  there 
should  be  a  good  and  increasing  market  for  them  if  once  intro- 
duced. During  1898,  which  was  a  year  in  which  all  imports  were 
much  restricted,  639  tons  of  tea  were  imported,  and  although  the 
figures  for  1899  are  not  yet  wholly  procurable  they  show  that  the 
imports  of  tea  have  largely  increased.  The  value  of  the  increase 
amounts  to  20,000/.  In  1898  the  British  Empire  sent  to  Chile 
464  tons  of  tea,  China  coming  next  with  120  tons. 

The  importation  of  ready-made  clothing  is  dwindling,  owing  to  Ready-made 
the   manufacture   in   Chile   itself   of    ready-made   clothes   on  a  clothing, 
steadily-increasing  scale.     The  following  figures  show  how  local 
manufacturers  have  shut  out  this  branch  of  imports : — 

In  1890  the  value  of  ready-made  clothes  imported  was 
312,695  dol. 

In  1893  it  was  222,159  dol. 

In  1895  it  was  82,306  dol. 

In  1899  it  was  less  than  half  the  foregoing,  and  this  year  the 
import  of  ready-made  clothes  will  probably  cease. 

Boots  and  shoes  of  good  quality  are  made  in  Chile,  and  an  Boots  and 
English   factory  was  at  work  all  last  year  in  Valparaiso.      The  ^^<*^- 
imports  of  boots  and  shoes  from  England 'and  elsewhere  will  be 
greatly   affected,  and    eventually  but  very   few    pairs   will  be 
imported. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  48,760^.  in  the  imports  of  empty  bags.  Bags, 
the  total  value  of  the  import  being  248,720/.,  as  against  297,480/. 
in  the  year  1898. 

At  Caleta  Buena  5,023  bales  of  bags  were  imported.  The  two 
best  years  since  1893  totalled  over  7,000  bales  each,  so  that  last 
year,  which  shows  an  increase  of  1,000  bales  over  the  year  1898, 
may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

*Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schjolberg  states  that  all  the  gunny  bags  in 
which  nitrate  of  soda  is  shipped  from  Taltal  are  imported  from 
Calcutta  in  British  sailing  vessels. 

The  imports  of  machinery  show  a  total  increase  of  132,92W.     MaeWnery. 
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The  total  im\^Tt  is  valued  at  234,571/.  (3,127,626  dol.) 
The  increase  is  diWded  as  follows : — 


Machinery. 


Duty  ree     ., 
Agricultural 
Industrial    . . 


Value. 


Dollars. 

1,842,127 

27,815 

453,052 


I 


The  Government  of  Chile  has  set  aside  the  sum  of  20,000  do! 
for  the  President  of  the  National  Society  of  Agriculture,  in  order 
that  he  may  purchase  in  foreign  markets  agricultural  machinery 
and  sell  it  at  cost  price  to  the  members  of  the  Society.  British 
manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery  would  do  well  to  send  at 
once  catalogues  and  prices  in  Spanish  to  the  "  Presidente  de  la 
Sociedad  Xacional  de  Agricultura,"  Santiago,  Chile. 

During  1899  large  quantities  of  machinery  for  working  borax 
were  imported  into  Tocopilla,  and  if  the  opening  up  of  copper 
mines  proceeds  on  the  aume  scale  as  last  year  there  should  be  an 
increased  demand  for  all  kinds  of  mining  machinery. 

A  quantity  of  railway  and  mining  material  was  imported  at 
the  port  of  Coronel  for  the  use  of  the  establish inents  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.    On  these  articles  no  duty  is  levied  and  nearly  all  of 
this  material  imported  comes  from  Great  Puitain. 
Lumber.  The  imports  of  pinewood  show  an  increase  of  36,973/.,  the  total 

aiTivals  being  valued  at  52,461/. 
Caleta  Buena.  Lumber  is  an  article  in  great  demand  in  the  nitrate  districts 
but,  as  large  stocks  are  held  at  Caleta  Buena,  tlie  import  at  that 
port  during  1899  did  not  exceed  330,000  square  feet  of  Oregon 
pine. 
Cotton  goods.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  value  of  small  cotton  handker- 
chiefs imported  amounting  to  5,604/.,  the  total  import  being  valued 
at  363,125  dol.  (27,234/.  Is.  6(1). 

Striped  cottons  show  an  increase  of  19,264/.,  the  total  entries 
being  834,753  dol.  (62,606/.  9s.  6d.). 

Fine  printed  cottons  or  prints  were  imported  to  the  value  of 
198,263/.,  being  an  increase  as  compared  with  1898  of  33,613/. 

Unbleached  calicoes  exhibit  an  incrciise  in  the  value  of  the 
amount  imported  estimated  at  44,277/.  The  total  value  of  this 
import  was  143,890/. 

An  increase  of  27,300/.  appeare  in  the  arrivals  of  sailcloth 
and  cotton  drills,  the  total  value  of  the  imports  being  72,831/. 

Of  cotton  socks  the  value  imported  was  21,236/.,  or  an  increase 
of  6,412/.  as  compared  with  1898. 

Under  the  heading  of  cotton  thread  in  spools  there  appears 
an  increase  of  33,505/.,  the  whole  import  being  valued  at 
73,671/. 
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Cotton  thread  on  reels  shows  a  total  import  of  18,446/.,  the 
value  of  the  increase  being  3,562/. 

In  white  cotton  shirtings  the  increase  is  maintained,  the  total 
airivals  being  valued  at  217,353i,  which  is  an  increase  of 
37,035/.  as  compared  with  the  year  1898. 

In  cotton  trouserings  there  is  a  large  increase  of  43,895/.  in 
the  value  of  the  entries,  the  value  of  the  whole  import  being 
129,930/. 

In  coloured  cottons  the  total  import  is  valued  at 
33,419/.,  which  is  an  increased  value  of  17,812/.  over  the  year 
1898. 

In  wool  and  cotton  mixtures  there  is  an  increase  of 
14,500/.  in  the  value  of  the  imports,  the  total  of  which  are  valued 
at  53,212/. 

The  Vice-Consul  at  Coronel  says  that  shirtings,  bleached  and  Coronel. 
unbleached    cottons,    flannelettes,    and    prints    are    principally 
imported  there  from  England. 

Osnaburgs  for  bagging  now  come  mostly  from  the  United 
States  of  North  America. 

Germany  supplies  tlie  cotton  trouserings,  and  the  wool  and 
cotton  mixtures  for  dress  materials. 

Tlie   principal  articles  of  import   at   the  Port  of  Taltal   are  General, 
provisions  for  the  consumption  of  the  department,  and  hay  and  Port  of  TaltoL 
barley  for  feeding  animals,  the  country  itself  being  absolutely 
sterile. 

All  goods  and  provisions  are  brought  by  British  and  Chilian 
coasting  steamers  calling  twice  weekly  from  the  southern  ports, 
Valparaiso  being  the  chief  port  of  supplies.  In  addition  to  these 
supplies  the  Lautaro  Nitrate  Company,  Limited,  receive  direct 
from  England  materials  and  goods  for  the  purposes  of  their  opera- 
tions and  the  feeding  of  their  workpeople.  The  Taltal  Kail  way 
Company,  Limited,  also  import  yearly  from  England  by  British 
steamers  all  materials  required  for  their  permanent  way. 

The  import  of  supplies  of  all  descriptions  for  the  consumption  Port  of  Caleta 
of  the  Oficinas  passing  through  this  port  is  very  heavy  and  com-  Buena. 
prises  amongst  other  articles  : — 


Articles. 


Quintals 
Sacks.. 


Floor      

Barley 

Haj        . .         . .         . .         . .  I  Boles . . 

Potatoes ..  ..         .. '  Bags  .. 

Sulphur I  Quintals 

Petroleum  Cases . . 


Quantity. 


27,000 

28,200 

41,600 

9,900 

5.600 

8,600 


Iron  goods  are  a  heavy  item.     Under  this  heading  may  be 
mentioned  6,300  rails. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Steel  reports  that  the  imports  at  the  port  of  coroneL 
Coronel  increased  during  the  year  1899,  the  local  custom-bouse 
having  received  in  payment  of  import  duties  29,203/.,  being  an 
(624)  B 
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excess  of  11,872  dol.  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 
Fancy  articles  come  chiefly  from  France  and  Germany  as  there 
are  hardly  any  British  firms  in  this  district  who  deal  in  these 
goods.  Candles,  matches,  rice,  and  food-stuffs  are  imported  viS, 
Talcahuano.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  in  the 
mines.  They  live  principally  on  food-stuffs  produced  in  the 
.  country,  and  as  their  clothing  mainly  consists  of  common  cotton 
articles  there  is  not  much  scope  for  importation. 

Piiagua.  The  direct  importation  of  foreign  merchandise  at  Pisagua  shows, 

according  to  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Clark's  report,  a  falling-off  year  by 
year  owing  mainly  to  the  proximity  of  the  port  of  Iquique,  which 
is  becoming  the  great  centre  of  the  trade  of  this  province,  and 
whence  the  nitrate  establishments  and  the  towns  and  villages  of 
the  interior  draw  their  chief  supplies.  The  imports  to  Pisagua 
consist  of  articles  for  local  consumption,  such  as  provisions,  dry 
goods,  clothing,  &c.  These  articles  come  in  a  great  measure  from 
Valparaiso  and  Iquique. 

Junin.  Besides  coal  the  principal  imports  into  Junin  were  barley  and 

compressed  hay  from  other  Chilian  ports. 

Caldem  The  total  importation  amounts  to  83,800/.,  as  against  55,510/. 

for  the  previous  year.     The  imports  in  1899  were  : — 


From — 


Value. 


Great  Britain 

OermaDj 

United  States  of  America 

Spain 

Italy 

Total 


DolUra. 

796,698 

226,138 

88,702 

1.196 

6,677 


1,117,801 


Exports, 


The  British  imports  have  increased  considerably,  as  a  quantity 
of  mining  machinery,  steel,  &c.,  for  mining  purposes,  tinned 
provisions  of  all  kinds,  tools  and  other  articles  have  been 
received. 

As  we  have  seen,  the  exports  from  Chile  during  1899  suffered 
a  decline  of  about  1,000,000  doL  (75,000/.).  The  principal 
increases,  not  mentioned  elsewhere,  were  in  the  following 
articles : — 


Articles. 

Increase. 

Dried  peas  (arrejas)          

Borate  of  lime        

Quillaibark 

Chick-peas  (garbanzos) 

Honey         

Pressed  hay  (dried  alfalfa) 

Kilos. 
880,100 
7,928,108 
1,089,868 
199,883 
466,370 
162,718 
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The  following  among  the  principal  items  of  export  exhibit 
decrease : — 


Articles.                               I  Decrease. 

Kilos. 

Horns          207.188 

Wax 8,686 

Beans          {  4,731,139 

LentUi         I  222,918 

NuU 1  1,699,070 

Potatoes 622.223 

Leather,  for  soles 663,783 


During  the  past  year  public  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
injury  caused  to  the  export  trade  between  Chile  and  the  Eepublics 
of  Central  America  owing  to  the  state  in  which  the  Chilian  pro- 
ducts are  said  to  arrive  in  those  markets.  According  to  the 
Chilian  Consul-General  in  Central  America  goods  arrive  in  bad 
condition  owihg  to  faulty  packing,  and  also  to  numberless  frauds 
committed  by  Chilian  workmen,  which  even  include  bundles  of 
hay  filled  up  with  bricks.  The  beer  exported  from  Valdivia  in 
Chile  seldom  arrives  in  Central  America.  There  it  is  said  that 
they  only  know  the  bottle  with  the  labels  of  the  various  Chilian 
breweries,  the  beer  disappears  durinjy  the  voyage  and  the  bottles 
arrive  either  empty  or  full  of  some  other  liquid. 

It  is  stated  that  at  the  custom-house  at  Guayaquil  they  are 
obliged  every  year  to  throw  away  thousands  of  litres  of  Cliilian 
wine  unfit  for  consumption  and  only  serviceable  as  vinegar,  and 
this  owing  to  the  want  of  forethought  on  the  part  of  the  makers 
who  fail  to  calculate  the  effect  of  the  heat  o^  the  tropics  upon  the 
dry  wines,  although  the  more  generous  wines  gain  in  quality  and 
are  at  Guayaquil  preferred  to  the  sherries  and  ports  of  Spain. 

The  export  trade  in  Chilian  flour  to  Guayaquil  has  been  nearly 
killed  by  the  careless,  if  not  fraudulent,  acts  of  the  packers  or 
exporters,  whereas  formerly  Chilian  flour  in  that  market  held  its 
own  with  the  United  States  flour. 

If  it  is  the  fact  that  systematic  thieving  and  pilfering  goes  on 
year  after  year  during  the  transit  of  the  Chilian  exports  to  the 
markets  of  Central  America,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  all  parties, 
manufacturers,  exporters,  shippers,  and  steamship  companies,  to 
put  an  end  to  a  state  of  things  which,  if  it  exists,  must  so 
seriously  affect  the  reputation  and  increase  of  Chilian  exports. 

The  total  amount  of  nitrate  exported  from  Chile  during  1899  Nitrates, 
was   30,360,239  Spanish  quintals,  or    1,294,227,396  kilos,  (say, 
1,273,846     tons),    valued    at    96,650,282    dol.   (7,248,771/.),   an 
increase  of  86,490,927  kilos,  as  compared  with  1898. 

It  is  anticipated  that  during  1900  the  exportation  will  reach 
33,000,000  quintals. 

The  output  of  nitrate -during  1899  was  39,360,239  quintals, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  the  consumption  of  nitrate  all  over  the 
(624)  B  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20 


CHILE. 


world  totalled  30,712,192  quintals ;  in  other  words  the  production 
was  very  nearly  limited  to  meet  the  demands  of  consumers. 

The  following  figures  are  interesting  as  comparing  the 
amount  of  nitrate  taken  by  the  principal  nations  in  1895  and 
1899 :— 


Shipped  to- 

Quantity. 

1895. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom  or  Continent    . . 
United  KiDgdom  direct 

Germany 

Holland 

Belgium 

France        

United  States        

Africa         

Qointalfl. 

9,968,248 
668,128 

9,030,060 

1,286,8U 
689,924 
213,822 

2,769,529 

82,468* 

Qnintals. 
7,678,660 
1.74l.7]2 
8,887,782 
1,415,759 
2,166,019 
478,857 
8,258,551 

259,605 

*  First  exported  in  1896. 

Other  nations  take  nitrate  but  in  smaller  quantities. 
In  1895  Chile  used  internally  28,000  quintals,  and  in  1899 
the  local  consumption  had  only  increased  to  43,000  quintals, 
whereas  Honolulu  (Sandwich  Islands)  used,  in  1895,  13,000 
quintals,  and  in  1899  had  increased  her  consumption  up  to  148,000 
quintals. 
Tocopilla.  During  1899  the  nitrate  exported  from  the  port  of  Tocopilla 

yielded  in  export  duties  5,274,057  dol.  85  c,  or  nearly  400,000/. 
Caleu  Buena.         From  Caleta  Buena  the  amount  of  nitrate  shipped  was  almost 
the  same   as   in    1898,   being   5,681,655   quintals    last  year,  as 
against  5,766,333  quintals. 

921,852  quintals  were  shipped  to  the  United  States,  57,040 
quintals  to  Honolulu,  133,110  quintals  to  Port  Elizabeth  (South 
Africa),  and  4,557,732  quintals  to  Europe. 

Honolulu   appears  to  be   an  increasing   market   as   she   first 
became  a  customer  in  1896,  using  from  this  port  14,500  quintals, 
in  1897   she   used  29,700   quintals,   the   year   following    32,000 
quintals,  and  last  year,  as  \^  e  have  seen,  57,040  quintals. 
Taltal.  90,546,544  kilos.  (89,120  tons)  of  nitrate  of  soda  were  exported 

from  Taltal,  about  one-half  of  this  total  being  shipped  in  British 
vessels  to  the  United  Kingdom,  2,219  tons  going  to  Port 
Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  26,953  tons  were  sent  to  "Europe  for 
orders,''  and  16,372  tons  were  taken  by  the  United  States  of 
America.  The  manufacture  of  nitrate  of  soda  is  the  principal 
branch  of  industry  in  this  department.  The  Lautavo  Nitrate 
Company,  a  British  enterprise,  hold  a  very  large  area  from  which 
the  raw  material  (calichej  is  excavated,  and  transported  by  their 
own  lines  of  railway  to  reduction  works  of  which  they  have  two 
at  present  in  operation.  Their  total  production  for  the  year  was 
77,724,627  kilos.,  equal  to  76,500  tons.     There  is  only  one  more 
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establishment  at  work,  a  private  concerD,  which  produces  14,000 
tons  during  the  year.  With  an  improved  price  for  nitrate  there 
are  several  small  establishments  that  would  resume  work,  for 
although  the  water  supply  has  hitherto  been  limited  to  certain 
localities,  this  difficulty  can  be  overcome. 

From  Caleta  Buena  Mr.  Acting  Vice- Consul  A.  K  Danks  reports  CaleU  Baena^ 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Agua  Santa  Company 
has  purchased  the  Primitiva  Oficina,  or  Works,  the  property  of 
the  once  famous  Primitiva  Nitrate  Company.  Extensions  of  the 
railway  line  have  also  been  made  to  the  Nitrate  Oficinas  of 
Puntilla  de  Huara  and  Santiago.  Till  now  the  produce  of  these 
Oficinas  has  been  exported  from  Iquique,  but  under  the  new 
arrangement  the  volume  of  the  traffic  through  this  port  will  be 
increased  during  the  coming  year  by  about  1,500,000  quintals  of 
nitrate,  with  the  corresponding  augmentation  of  imports  of  coal, 
bags,  and  general  merchandise. 

The  Vice-Consul  at  Pisagua  says  that  the  quantity  of  nitrate  Pisagoa. 
exported  from  that  port  during  the  year  1899  was  1,735,935 
quintals.  A  marked  improvement  took  place  in  the  nitrate 
industry  during  the  past  year,  and  the  prices  which  in  1898  ruled 
from  45.  6d.  to  4*.  lOd.  rose  during  1899  from  45.  lOrf.  to  5s.  4d, 
per  quintal.  This  is  due  to  the  increased  consumption  of  the 
article  all  over  the  world,  and  many  nitrate  establishments,  which 
owing  to  unremunerative  prices  were  prevented  from  working, 
are  now  preparing  to  re-open. 

The  exports  of  nitrate  from  Junin  in  1899,  according  to  Junln. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Garratt's  report,  were  2,614,016  Spanish  quintals, 
as  against  2,802,585  quintals  in  1897,  and  2,661,328  quintals 
in  1898 ;  the  falling-oflf  in  the  quantity  exported  is  due  to 
the  scarcity  of  native  labourers  in  the  ** oficinas"  or  factories 
which  produce  the  nitrate. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  export  from  Chile  of  Gold  and 
674,873  kilos,  in  ingots  of  mixed  silver  and  copper ;  but  gold  •'^^®'' 
bars  show  a  decrease  of  5,167  grammes,  the  total  shipments  being 
1,625,329  grammes.  The  exports  of  silver  bars  were  only  a 
little  more  than  half  what  they  were  in  1898,  the  total  ship- 
ments amounting  to  75,563,518  grammes,  a  decrease  of  64,192,832 
grammes  as  against  the  export  in  1898. 

From   the    port    of    Taltal   the    export   of    bullion    was    as  Taltal. 
follows : — 


Silrer  ores 

Gold  buIUon,  in  ban 

Silyer  bullion,  in  ban 


Quantity. 


Kiloa. 

TonH. 

6,894 

6S9 

1,460 

1-42 

6,991 

6*SS 

The  bullion  was  shipped  by  coasting  steamers  to  Valparaiso, 
and  thence  to  Great  Britain. 
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Arica. 


Janin. 


CaldenL 


The  mines  of  the  gold  mineral  districts  of  Guanaco  and 
Overo  have  not  undergone  any  noticeable  change  during  1899, 
and  unless  the  present  owners,  in  view  of  their  inability  from 
want  of  capital  to  carry  out  necessary  explorations,  accept  fair 
offers  to  purchase  their  properties,  no  increase  in  the  output  is 
probable.  In  silver  mining  the  operations  of  the  Gran  Compafiia 
Arturo  Prat  have  been  with  a  view  to  develop  one  uf  their 
important  mines  in  depth,  but  on  a  very  small  scale,  and  so  far 
with  no  very  definite  results.  The  heavy  influx  of  water  in  their 
principal  mine  is  a  serious  matter,  and  the  product  of  the  mines 
has  fallen  off  during  the  12  months,  the  quantity  returned 
figuring  as  2,900  tons  of  mineral. 

From  Arica,  6,321/.  2$,  lOd.  worth  of  silver  specie  was 
sent  to  London,  and  gold  specie  to  the  value  of  1,704/.  went 
to  Paris.  / 

Junin  sent  away  20,465  kilos,  of  gold  ores.  The  gold  mines 
referred  to  in  last  year's  report  have  not  given  satisfactory 
results,  and  work  in  connection  with  Ihem  has  been  suspended. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Beazley  sends  the  following  interesting  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  mines  in  his  district : — 

The  silver  production  is  more  or  less  confined  to  the  Bordos 
mine,  the  ores  of  which  are  very  plentiful  but  of  a  low  lie. 

Gold-mining  for  the  present  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  but  with 
the  opening  up  of  communication  by  rail  to  the  Inca  district  a 
great  impulse  will  be  given,  a  large  number  of  mines  having 
arranged  to  start  work  again.  A  British  company  has  been 
formed  to  establish  a  cyanide  process  works,  the  machinery  for 
which  has  already  arrived. 

The  district  in  general  is  now  being  visited  and  studied  by 
American  and  British  mining  engineer  experts,  some  with  the 
object  of  informing  on  properties  offered  for  sale,  and  others 
looking  for  good  investments.  The  celebrated  gold  district  of 
El  Inca  has  increased  in  population  lately,  and  several  owners 
of  "  setts "  which  before  had  no  work,  have  started  operations. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  the  passing  of  the  vote  in  Congress  to  con- 
^tinue  the  railway  from  Pueblo  Hundido  to  the  Inca  thus  connect- 
ing the  mineral  with  the  port  of  Chanaral.  Cyanide  plants  are 
also  being  erected. 

Work  at  Cachiyuyo  de  Oro  has  not  been  so  active  lately,  but 
still  several  mines  produce  ore  enough  to  keep  one  of  the  three 
establishments  going. 

The  gold  district  of  Jesus.  Maria  has  little  or  no  work  at 
present. 

The  silver  mines  at  Los  Bordos  have  not  turned  out  much 
during  1899,  chiefly  owing  to  the  exodus  of  the  miners  from  the 
principal  silver  centres  to  the  copper  minlfts.  Several  of  the  once 
famous  silver  districts  have  been  entirely  abandoned.  These 
silver  mines  still  continue  to  produce  large  quantities  of  poor 
ores,  about  26  ozs.  to  the  ton,  and  will  not  cease  to  do  so  for  some 
time. 

During  1899  tliere  were  exported  from  Caldera  gold  bars  to 
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the  value  of  9,500/.,  a  very  great  falliiig-off  from  the  32,826/.  iu 
1897,  and  20,356/.  in  1898.  Of  gold  ores  only  4  tons  were 
shipped. 

Of  silver  bars  the  exports  amounted  to  15,481  kilos.,  and  a 
value  of  57,500/.  The  274  tons  of  silver  ores  sent  away  show  an 
increase  as  compared  with  177  tons  in  1898,  and  65  tons  in  1897. 

The  total  exports  of  copper  ores  from  the  Republic  of  Chile  Copp«r. 
to  foreign  countries  were  last  year  15,553,087  kilos,  in  excess  of 
the  quantity  exported  in  1898,  the  total  being  35,854,439  kilos. 
(35,290  tons). 

Copper  bars  show  a  decreased  export  of  3,288,970  kilos.,  or 
say  3,200  tons  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  total  ship- 
ments being  17,038  tons,  but  the  value  is  over  75,000/.  greater 
than  in  1898  owing  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  copper. 

Copper  ingots  in  the  jrough  show  a  decrease  of  1,368,108  kilos., 
the  total  export  being  1,710,459  kilos. 

But  these  figures  give  no  adequate  idea  of  the  great  revival 
in  the  copper  mining  industry  in  Chile.  A  large  number  of 
mines  have  been  re-started,  new  companies  formed,  and  what  is 
more  important,  more  scientific  and  economical  methods  of  work- 
ing are  being  introduced.  Cheaper  transit  is  the  main  essential  to 
profitable  working,  and  this  can  in  most  cases  be  secured  by  the 
outlay  of  the  necessary  capital. 

It  has  been  said  that  copper  is  the  real  mainstay  of  Chile,  and 
although  the  Government  of  the  Republic  has  been  content  for 
years  to  live  upon  the  taxation  of  the  nitrate  industry,  the  fact 
remains  true  ttat  tiie  real  wealth  of  the  country  lies  in  its  inex- 
haustible and  incredibly  rich  minerals.  Everything  should  be 
done  by  the  Government  to  facilitate  and  encourage  the  mining 
industry. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  even  should  copper 
command  considerably  lower  prices  than  are  ruling  at  present,  the 
mines  in  Chile  owing  to  their  proximity  to  sea  transit,  may,  with 
improved  methods  and  machinery  and  with  cheapened  land 
transport,  be  worked  so  as  to  give  a  very  handsome  return  upon 
the  capital  invested. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  local  foundries  of  British  firms 
are  turning  out  mining  machinery  of  a  very  high  class,  and 
important  experiments  are  being  made  with  electric  drills  which 
it  is  hoped  may  enable  copper  to  be  worked  which  has  hitherto 
been  unworkable. 

A  number  of  copper  mines  have  been  opened  in  the  district 
of  Arica,  but  until  the  existing  railway  from  Arica  to  Tacna  is 
extended  inland  towards  the  Bolivian  frontier  the  expense  and 
scarcity  of  transit  will  seriously  hamper  the  output  of  these 
mines. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Johns  reports  from  Tocopilla  that 
copper  mining  is  undoubtedly  on  the  increase  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, although  the  amount  of  copper  shown  as  having  been  shipped 
during  1899  does  not  bear  out  this  statement.  This  is,  however, 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  metal  produced  in  1897 
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was  not  actually  shipped  until  early  in  the  following  year,  thus 
unduly  swelling  the  apparent  output  of  1898.  The  shipments 
were  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1898 

1899 

r-*  oo  00 

Garrizal  B^jo. 


Taltal. 


Coionel. 


The  whole  of  this  copper  was  purchased  by,  and  shipped  to, 
the  smelting  works  of  the  "Compania  Esplotadora  de  Lota  y 
Coronel  *'  at  Lota. 

From  Carrizal  Bajo  Mr.  Vice-Consul  King  reports  that  not- 
withstanding the  satisfactory  price  of  copper  during  the  last  year, 
there  has  l>een  less  copper  produced  in  this  district  than  during 

1898.  In  1898  the  copper  regulus  shipped  to  Lota  and  Guayacan 
^v^ls  7,629  tons,  as  compared  with  only  5,135  tons  in  1899.  This 
gives  a  decrease  of  2,494  tons  which  is  equal  to  a  decrease  of 
1,247  tons  of  fine  copper.  The  cause  of  the  diminished  produc- 
tion was  that  the  principal  mine  of  the  district  became  flooded  by 
an  inrush  of  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  workings.  The  existing 
machinery  was  not  able  to  deal  with  this  rush  of  water,  and  the 
owners  had  to  await  the  arrival  and  erection  of  new  machinery 
which  is  now  well  advanced  towards  completion.  When  work  is 
resumed,  which  is  expected  to  be  in  a  month  or  two,  an  increased 
production  over  that  of  1898  is  expected. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schjolberg  reports  that  from  Taltal 
5,310,499  kilos,  or  5,226  tons  of  copper  ores  were  exported.  Of 
this  total  3,106  tons  were  sent  by  steamer  to  Liverpool  and 
Swansea,  2,706  tons  going  to  the  south  of  Chile. 

The   production   of  copper  shows   a  marked  increase  during 

1899,  and  great  activity  prevails  throughout  this  branch  of  trade. 
Tlie  mines  which  were  al  work  last  year  have  received  increased 
developments,  and  old  mines  abandoned  for  several  years  have 
been  reclaimed  and  work  resumed  in  them.  There  are,  however, 
notwithstanding  the  impetus  given  to  this  branch  of  industry, 
important  copper  properties  in  this  neighbourhood,  worked  merely 
in  a  degree  sutticient  to  preserve  legal  titles,  that  if  obtainable  for 
a  moderate  price  would  under  systematic  mining  and  efficient 
management  yield  remunerative  returns.  The  mineral  exported 
to  Great  Britain  averaged  24  per  cent  copper  contents,  and  the 
quantity  forwarded  to  reduction  works  in  the  south  of  Chile 
assayed  15  per  cent,  average. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  A.  E.  Steel  says  that  the  Lota  Company  are 
the  sole  exporters  of  copper  from  the  port  of  Coronel,  and  they 
shipped  from  the  neighbouring  port  of  Lota  6,160  tons  of  copper, 
as  against  6,770  tons  shipped  in  the  year  1898. 

Tlie  following  figures  show  the  destinations  and  amounts  of 
cojjper  exported : — 
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Destination. 

Quantity. 

United  Kingdom    .. 

Prance         

Germany 

United  Statoi  of  North  America . . 
Chilian  and  Peranan  ports 

Kilot. 

3,264,000 

2,067,600 

790,600 

102,000 

86,813 

Total           

6,269,318 

The  working  of  copper  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pisagua  Pisagua. 
is  rendered  almost  impracticable  owing  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  metal  from  the  mines  to  the  sea. 

Junin  sent  away  nearly  24  tons  of  copper  ores.  The  working  Junin. 
of  one  or  two  small  copper  mines  is  being  still  carried  on  in  a 
desultoiy  manner,  but  the  inferior  quality  of  the  metal  extracted 
gives  very  little  encouragement  for  increased  working,  and  a 
cessation  of  the  workings  in  this  branch  of  mining  may  soon  be 
expected. 

Although  the  present  prices  of  copper  are  so  very  favour-  Caldera. 
able  the  exportation  from  Caldera  has  hardly  passed  that  of 
1898.  This  is  owing  greatly  to  the  want  of  sulphates,  there 
being  a  large  surplus  of  carbonates  for  which  there  is  very 
little  demand  either  on  the  coast  or  in  Europe.  This  state 
of  things  is  obliging  the  mine  owners  either  to  invest  capital  in 
sinking  to  the  necessary  depth,  or  else  to  close  down.  Some 
good  sales  of  properties  have  been  effected,  the  most  important 
being  the  purchase  of  the  Lautaro  Mine  at  Amolouas,  by  the  bank 
of  Edwards  and  Co. ;  the  Carmen  Alto  and  San  Francisco  groups 
at  Ojancos,  by  the  Copiapo  Mining  Company ;  and  the  Transite 
Mines  in  tlie  same  district  by  a  Santiago  syndicate.  Several 
other  properties  of  minor  importance  have  changed  hands. 

From  Caldera  1,973  tons  of  copper  bars  were  exported.  This 
shows  a  steady  increase  in  the  output,  as  in  1897  the  export  was 
1,327  tons,  and  in  1898  it  had  increased  to  1,734  tons.  Of  copper 
ores  20,007  tons  were  shipped,  and  of  Ejes  (copper  rough  bars) 
292  tons  were  sent  away. 

The  difficulty  of  transport  applies  also  to  the  copper  mines  of  Arica. 
the  Arica  district,  a  number  of  which  have  been  denounced  (a 
local  term  meaning  that  after  being  prospected  the  land  has  been 
formally  claimed  from  the  Chilian  Government  for  mining  pur- 
poses). But  until  the  railway  is  extended  from  Tacna  towards 
the  Bolivian  frontier,  there  will  always  be  a  great  drawback  to  the 
successful  working  of  these  mines. 

From  Carrizal  Bajo  there  is  an  export  trade  in  copper  regulus  Carrizal  Bigo. 
coastwise  to  Guayacan,  and  Lota,  where  the  copper  produce  of 
this  district  is  at  present  refined  and  converted  into  "  Chile  Bard." 

The  Compania  Esplotadora  de  Lota  smelts  copper  on  a  large  Lota, 
scale,  bringing   the  ores   from   the  north  of   Chile  in  their  own 
vessels;  the  export  of  copper  during  1899  was  6,000  tons. 
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The  wine  The  vine  has  been  cultivated  in  Chile  for  a  long  time ;  it  was 

indiutiy.         introduced  by  the  Spaniards  immediately  after  their  arrival  in 

this  country,  but  Chilian  viticulture  had  not  assumed   any  real 

importance  until  30  years  ago,  coincident  with  the  introduction 

of  the  French  plants  and  modem  means  of  cultivation. 

From  its  climate,  its  soil,  and  its  topographical  configuration 
Chile  presents  the  most  favourable  and  natural  conditions  for  the 
wine-growing  industry,  and  this  country  is  destined  to  be  a  great 
producer  of  excellent  wines  of  all  classes.  The  vine-growing 
district  extends  from  the  extreme  north  to  latitude  39  south. 
It  is  to  be  found  located  principally  in  the  valleys,  plains,  and 
hills  of  the  maritime  zone  of  the  south  central  region. 

There  are  in  Chile  two  very  diverse  regions  for  vine- 
growing,  viz.,  the  irrigated  viueyarrls,  and  the  vines  on  dry  or 
unirrigated  lands.  The  former  are  found  in  the  plains  and 
valleys  of  the  north  and  central  regions;  the  second  occupy 
the  slopes,  hillocks,  and  low  hills  of  the  zone  on  the  coast  of  the 
central  southern  region.  Also  in  this  last-named  region  vine- 
yards are  to  ])e  found  unirrigated  in  the  plains  and  valleys. 
In  each  region  one  can  distinguish  the  old  or  original  vineyards 
composed  of  the  Spanish  vines  and  the  modern  Fiench  vine- 
yards composed  of  the  vines  from  Burgundy  and  Bordeaux. 

The  watered,  or  so-called  French  vineyards,  are  cultivated 
in  lines  of  palisades  over  wires  sustained  by  posts  of  wood, 
which  is  usually  the  Chilean  cypress  {lAhorcedriis  Chilcnsis), 
The  rows  of  vines  are  di^^ded  one  fronj  the  other  by  from  1\  to 
2  metres  (5  to  6^  feet),  and  the  distance  between  the  roots  on  the 
line  is  from  1  to  1^  metres  (3^  to  4  feet) ;  there  are  usually  two  or 
three  rows  of  wire  to  sustain  the  vines. 

These  vines  undergo  extensive  pruning.  The  Guyot  simple 
pruning  is  mostly  used,  but  there  are  vineyards  submitted  to  the 
double  Guyot  pruning. 

The  old  vineyards  of  the  watered  regions  consist  of  vines 
trained  on  tall  overhead  framewoiks  from  6  to  6J  feet  high,  and 
are  planted  in  squares  at  a  distance  of  from  6J  to  8  feet. 

Tlie  vineyards  of  the  dry  grounds,  old  and  modern,  whether 
on  the  plains,  or  on  slopes  and  hillocks,  are  composed  of  low 
vines,  without  support,  planted  in  squares  at  a  distance  of  from 
6i  to  8  feet. 

The  height  of  the  stems  reaches  from  1^  to  2^  feet.  The  old 
vineyards  are  conjposed  of  Spanish  vines,  the  principal  being  the 
black  grape  called  the  native,  or  in  Spanish  the  "  Calona.*'  You 
also  find  the  "  Jami  Listan,''  the  "  Corazon  de  Buey,"  the  "Vina 
de  Gallo,"  white,  red,  and  black  muscatels. 

The  modern  vineyards  are  planted  with  vines  from  Burgundy, 
black  Pinot,  grey  Pinot,  white  Pinot,  white  and  black  Garnet, 
Roman,  &c.,  and  with  Bordeaux  vines  such  as  Cabernet,  Sovignon, 
Cabernet-francocot-rouge,  Berdean,  Merlet,  white  Sovignon,  white 
Loca,  &c.,  and  the  Chasselas  also  is  used.  The  modem  or  JFrench 
vineyards  are  generally  very  well  cultivated,  the  care  taken  with 
the  soil  and  with  the  vines  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.     From 
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this  point  of  view  they  will  bear  comparison  with  the  best  vine- 
yards of  Europe. 

The  diseases  known  up  to  the  present  time  are  the  following  :-^ 
"Erinosis,"  **oidium,"  "  antracnosa,"  "fumagina,"  "  maigarodes,"  &c. 

Mildew,  black-rot,  and  phylloxera,  which  have  caused  the  ruin 
of  so  many  vineyards  in  Europe,  have  not  yet  appeared  in  Chile. 

Except  the  spring  white  frosts,  which  in  some  years  cause 
a  lot  of  damage,  no  climatic  changes  are  known  to  damage  the 
vines.  It  is  calculated  that  the  extent  of  land  under  vine 
cultivation  in  Chile  amounts  to  6,000  hectares  (about  15,000 
acres). 

The  harvest  is  as  follows : — 

(a.)  Irrigated  vineyards. — From  60  to  100  hectolitres  of  wine  Irrigated 
are  harvested  from  each  liectare.     A  hectolitre  is  about  22  gallons  ▼ineyarda. 
and  a  hectare  is  nearly  2^  acres.    The  modern  vines  produce  more 
than  the  old  vines. 

(J.)  Vines   on    unirrigated    lands. — The    average    production  Vines  on 
amounts  to  30  or  40  hectolitres  per  hectare.  unirrigated 

The  average  of  the  annual  production  for  the  whole  of  Chile  "^  ®* 
is  estimated  at  from  2,000,000  to  3,000,000  hectolitres  of  wine. 
The  modern  irrigated  vineyards  of  the  north  and  central  regions 
are  valued  at  the  rate  of*  3,000  to  4,000  dol.  the  hectare,  including 
in  this  the  value  of  the  land  and  the  vines.  The  old  vines  in  the 
same  regions  are  much  inferior  in  value  to  those  before  men- 
tioned. The  vineyards  on  dry  lands  whose  arrangement  and 
management  are  easier  and  which  occupy  lands  of  much  less 
value,  are  estimated  to  be  worth  from  500  to  1,000  dol.  per 
hectare. 

Wine-making  is  only  carried  on  by  the  vineyard  proprietors 
in  the  special  buildings  owned  by  each  vineyard.  The  wine- 
making  industiy  which  has  as  its  basis  the  buying  of  the  grapes 
from  the  vine  growers  has  not  yet  been  introduced  into  Chile. 
During  the  last  few  years  there  have  been  constructed  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  modern  vineyards  special  buildings  for  making 
and  maturing  wines.  These  edifices,  which  are  sometimes  very 
extravagant,  represent  a  considerable  capital,  and  burden  the 
property,  and  also  increase  the  cost  price  of  the  product. 

The  vintage  takes  place  during  March  and  April. 

The  form  of  the  buildings,  the  utensils  and  special  apparatus, 
the  earthenware  distillere,  and  the  methods  that  are  in  use  on 
the  modern  vineyards  are  the  same  more  or  less  as  in  Bordeaux. 
In  the  last  few  year's  new  scientific  systems  for  making  wines 
have  been  introduced  with  excellent  results ;  nevertheless,  the 
production  of  wine  has  not  yet  reached  in  Chile  the  degree  of 
perfection  that  is  found  in  the  best  wine  production  of  to-day. 

The  principal  types  of  wines  made  in  the  countiy  are: — 
Table  wines,  white  and  red,  similar  to  those  of  Bordeaux  and 
Burgundy.  From  the  native  grape  is  made  a  kind  of  light  red 
wine  called  "mosto,''  and  also  a  wine  imitating  port.  Further- 
more, there  is  made  from  the  same  grape  a  fermented  wine 
called  "  chicha  "  which  is  the  popular  wine  of  the  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 


CHILE. 


The  care  and  maturing  of  the  wines  are  the  same  as  in 
Bordeaux.  The  commonest  wines  are  consumed  in  the  country,  at 
the  end  of  the  first  year,  unbottled.  The  finer  wines  are  matured 
in  the  warehouses  for  three  or  four  years  and  are  sold  in  bottles, 
generally  by  the  owner  of  the  vineyard,  and  with  his  special  trade- 
mark. 

Up  till  now  almost  the  whole  of  the  Chilian  wines  have  been 
consumed  in  the  country,  but  in  a  short  time  when  the  new 
vineyards,  recently  planted,  reach  their  maximum  production, 
Chile  will  become  an  important  exporter.  Several  attempts  to 
export  Chilian  wines  have  been  recently  made,  especially 
to  Germany,  France,  England,  United  States,  Brazil,  Argentine 
Republic,  and  the  Pacific  Coast.  During  the  last  15  or  20  years 
Cliilian  wines  have  been  prominent  in  the  principal  exhibitions 
of  Europe  and  North  America,  and  in  all  those  exhibitions  they 
have  obtained  first  prizes. 

Wherever  the  Chilian  wines  have  been  displayed  in  tlie 
principal  exhibitions  of  Europe  and  North  America,  and  in  all 
countries  where  Chilian  wines  have  been  represented,  they  have 
been  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  if  the  current  of 
exportation  has  not  yet  been  established,  it  is  principally  due 
to  the  high  price  of  the  article  in  f'hile,  and  to  the  lack  of 
cheap  transport. 

At  present  the  ordinary  wines  are  sold  from  8  to  15  dol.  the 
hectolitre  (say  at  the  present  exchange  of  Is.  4^rf.,  6c?.  to  lid.  per 
gallon).  The  bottled  wines  arc  sold  in  cases  of  12  bottles  from 
6  to  12,  18,  and  20  dol.,  according  to  mark  and  quality. 

The  value  of  the  buildings  for  wine-makicg  with  utensils, 
apparatus,  big  earthenware  jars,  &c.,  reaches  a  sum  more  or  loss 
equal  to  the  corresponding  value  of  the  vineyard. 

This  circumstance,  added  to  the  fact  that  the  wine  industry 
is  not  divided  into  the  branches  of  "Growers"  and  "Makers,'*  adds 
to  the  expense  of  production,  whereas  in  a  country  so  privileged 
as  Chile  it  should  be  made  in  a  mucli  more  economical  way. 

The  pitchers  of  aguardiente  or  brandy,  and  wines  of  superior 
quality  that  are  obtained  in  Chile  amount  annually  to  50  hecto- 
litres of  50  per  cent,  strength.  This  liquor  is  consumed  in  the 
country.  From  the  muscatel  grapes  is  made  a  kind  of  special 
aguardiente  called  "Pisco"  that  has  the  taste  and  bouquet  of  the 
muscatel.  "  Pisco "  is  much  prized  as  a  liqueur,  if  of  the  finest 
quality,  and  should  repay  its  introduction  into  the  British  Empire. 
It  is  specially  appreciated  in  the  north  of  Chile,  the  mining 
region,  where  it  has  the  largest  consumption.  In  the  Huasco 
and  Elqui  Valleys,  the  muscatel  grape  of  Alexandria  dries  itself 
and  produces  the  best  raisins  in  the  world. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  position  of  Chile  as  a  wine 
producing  country  with  the  other  countries  of  the  world. 

In  1898,  according  to  the  "  Eevue  Vinicole,"  the  production  of 
wine  in  the  various  countries  was  as  follows : — 
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France         

lUly 

Spain  and  Canary  lelands. 

Algeria        

Roumania 

A ustria-U angary    . . 
RoBsia 


Portugal 

Bulgaria 

Chile 

Germany     . . 

Turkey 

An^entiae  Republic 

United  States 

Peru 


Greece 

Switzerland . . 

Seryia 

Brazil 

Madeira  and  Azores 

Corsica 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Uruguay 

Tunis 

Australia     .. 

Mexico 


Quantity. 

Hectolitres. 

82,282,000 

32,100,000 

26,550,000 

5,221,000 

4,100,000 

8.200,000 

3,080,000 

2,400.000 

2,810,000 

2,290,000 

2,100,000 

1.700,000 

1,660,000 

1,500,000 

1.820,000 

1,200,000 

1,070,000 

900,000 

500,000 

300,000 

800,000 

200,000 

180.000 

180,000 

100,000 

80,000 


In   the   neighbourliood   of  Arica   cottoii   growing   is   on   theArica. 
increase,  and  during   1900  the  shipments  will  be  on  a  large  Cotion. 
scale. 

The  export  trade  in  bastard  chinchilla  skins  shows  an  increase  ciiinchiJla 
of  3,604  dozens.     Many  of  these  went  to  London.    The  total  ship-  skins, 
ments  to  all  countries  in  1899  were  36,298  dozen. 

During  the  last  12  months,  according  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Coal. 
Vice-Consul  A.  E.  Steel,  227,000  tons  of  Chilian  coal  have  been  coronel. 
shipped  almost  entirely  for  steamers*  bunkers.     Very  little  coal  is 
taken  from  Coronel  for  the  northern  ports  of  Chile  as  they  mainly 
supply  themselves  with  Australian  coaL 

Owing  to  the  increasing  number  of  steamers  running  to  the 
Chilian  coast,  and  which  to  a  certain  extent  are  superseding  sailing 
vessels,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  an  increase  in  the  export 
of  Chilian  coal,  of  which  at  present  the  State  railways  and  gas 
companies  are  the  chief  remaining  consumers. 

The  Chilian  navy  use  Welsh  coal  to  some  extent. 

The  Arauco  Kail  way  Company  is  entirely  a  British  concern, 
which,  in  addition  to  owning  coal  mines,  also  runs  a  railway  which 
connects  their  mines  with  Concepcion,  the  principal  town  in  the 
south  of  Chile ;  the  bulk  of  their  coal  is  sold  to  the  State  railways, 
to  which  they  also  supply  briquettes  made  at  a  factory  the  company 
has  recently  established. 

From  the  extensive  coal  mines  worked  by  the  "  Compafiia  Lota. 
Esplotadora  de  Lota  "  218,000  tons  of  coal  were  shipped  during 
1899,  principally  for  steamers'  use. 
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Cattle. 


Frozen  meat. 


p-lour.  The  total  amount  of  flour  exported  from  Chile  was  7,124,15 

kilos.,  which  is  an  increase  of  1,052,056  kilos,  as  compared  with 
the  year  1898. 

From  Talcahuano  519,544  quintals,  eqtal  to  say  23,528  tons, 
were  shipped  to  ports  on  the  West  Coast  of  South  America,  being 
an  increase  of  89,035  quintals  over  the  year  1898. 

Flour  and  bran  are  exported  from  Coronel  in  small  quantities, 
the  former  being  mainly  for  consumption  in  Bolivia  and  at  the 
other  ports  of  Chile.  The  bran  goes  to  Europe,  but  the  export  of 
this  article  depends  a  good  deal  upon  the  rate  of  exchange. 
With  a  low  rate  of  exchange  much  better  prices  can  be  obtained 
by  shipping  the  bran  to  Europe,  than  by  selling  it  for  consumption 
in  Chile. 

The  export  of  live  sheep  was  less  than  in  1898,  but  was  the 
second  best  since  1891.  It  amounted  to  543,458  sheep  as  against 
577,813  in  the  preceding  year. 

Of  live  steers  312,150  were  sent  away.  This  is  a  falling-off  as 
compared  with  359,296  in  1898. 

56,627  frozen  sheep  were  shipped,  and  though  this  is  not  so 
good  as  the  59,834  carcases  in  tlie  year  1898,  yet  this  trade  is 
increasing  steadily.  The  number  of  carcases  exported  in  the 
year  1892  only  amounted  to  25,500.  This  trade  is  hampered  by 
the  w^ant  of  a  regular  line  of  steamers  fitted  with  cold  storage,  but 
it  bids  fair  to  develop  into  a  large  industry. 
Guano.  The  former  activity  in  the  export  of  guano  from  the  deposits 

of  Punta  Pichalo  seems  to  have  taken  a  fresh  lease  of  life,  for 
during  the  month  of  December,  1899,  no  less  than  45,210  sacks 
of  guano,  equal  to  4,166  tons,  were  shipped  to  the  south.  Owing 
to  a  lawsuit  these  guano  fields  have  been  lying  practically 
unused. 

In  1898  a  concession  was  granted  by  the  Chilian  Government 
to  a  Santiago  firm  to  work  the  guano  deposits  at  Punta  Pichalo 
near  Pisagua,  the  conditions  being  that  the  guano  should  only 
be  used  for  home  consumption  and  that  the  price  should  not 
exceed  21  dol.  90  c.  per  ton  at  Valparaiso  and  22  dol.  90  c.  at 
Talcahuano. 

The  deposits  have  proved  to  be  of  much  greater  importance 
than  was  anticipated  and  are  now  estimated  to  contain  over 
500,000  tons  of  guano.  The  amount  shipped  to  the  south  of 
Chile  during  1899  was  13,856  tons. 

The  total  shipments  of  guano  from  all  ports  of  the  Eepublic  in 
1898  were  487,767  kilos.,  whereas  last  year  they  amounted  to 
23,482,000    kilos.,   which    gives    an    increase   of    no   less    than 
22,994,233  kilos. 
Borax.  The  valuable  borax  fields  of  Chilcaya,  which  are  situated  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  Arica  in  the  north  of  Chile,  labour  under 
the  disadvantage  of  being  about  114  miles  from  the  coast.  They 
are  worked  by  foreigners  and  an^ong  them  is  one  British  com- 
pany. The  opening  up  of  this  rich  district  depends  upon  the 
possibility  of  being  able  to  convey  the  products  cheaply  to  the 
coast. 
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Large  quantities  of  machineiy  have  arrived  at  Tocopilla  for  ► 
the  purpose  of  opening  up  horax  works  in  the  neighbourhood. 
It  is  expected  that  the  certainty  of  a  return  freight  will  attract 
the  muleteers  to  the  Chilcaya  district.  This  is  a  most  important 
matter  as  the  opening  up  of  that  rich  district  depends  on  cheap 
transit. 

There  is  a  probability  of  the  Maricunga  Borax  Deposits  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Caldera  being  opened  up  with  the  aid  of  British 
capital. 

There  was  the  substantial  improvement  of  20,079,087  kilos,  in  Manganese, 
tlie   export   of    manganese,   the   total   shipments    amounting    to 
40,930,738  kilos.,  valued  at  92,177/. 

From  Carrizal  Bajo  there  were  shipped  during  last  year 
20,700  tons  of  manganese  ore,  and  the  whole  of  this  export  went 
to  steel  works  at  Philadelphia  in  the  United  States. 

The  amount  of  iodine  exported  from  the  port  of  Tocopilla  in  Iodine. 
18i)9   paid   in   export  duties   69,040   dol.  98   c.     From  Pisagua 
1,230  quintals  were  exported. 

There  was  a  falling-off  in  the  wheat  exports  of  31,123,533  Wheat 
kilos,  as  compared  with  the  year  1898.     The  total  shipments  were 
45,841,073  kilos.,  as  against  76,964,606  kilos,  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  whole  of  the  wheat  in  the  Valdivia  district  is  used  locally. 
It  amounts  to  about  100,000  fanegas  (a  fanega  is  about  a  bushel). 

From  Talcahuano  414,45:^  hectolitres  (about  36,150  tons)  were 
exported,  or  less  than  half  the  876,000  hectolitres  exported  in 
1898  (see  Vice-Consul's  Eeport,  p.  47;. 

Barley  also  shows  an  increased  export  of  6,737,660  kilos,  as  Barley, 
compared  with  1898,  the  total  exported  being  24,699,646  kilos., 
valued  at  2,246,866  dol.  or  168,514/. 

Bran  w£is  shipped  more  freely  than  in  1 898,  the  figures  being  Bran. 
^{,468,765  kilos.,  an  increase  of  3,370,409  kilos. 

Of  maize  1,116  metric  tons  were  exported  as  compared  with  Maize. 
717,105  tons  in  the  preceding  year,  and  with  the  sole  exception  of 
1896,  this  is  the  largest  export  since  1891. 

Of   linseed   217,718  metric   tons  were  shipped   as   compared  Linseed, 
with  158,904  tons  in  the  year  1898.     This  also  is  a  very  satis- 
factory export. 

The   export  of    wool   from  Chile   was   the  best   since   1891,  Wool, 
sliowing  a   total  of   3,795,717  kilos.,  as  against  3,448,719  kilos, 
the   preceding   year,   but   the   price   obtained  was  less   than   in 
1898. 

From  Valdivia,  wool  to  the  value  of  160,000  dol.  went  to 
France,  and  wool  was  also  exported  to  Germany. 

From  Talcahuano,  42,474  quintals,  equal  to  about  1,923  tons, 
were  exported.  Of  this  19,241  quintals  went  to  New  York,  and 
23,233  quintals  to  Europe  (see  also  p.  48). 

41,697  tons  of  sheepskins  were  sent  away  in  the  year  1899,  Sheepskina. 
and  though,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  when  the  total 
reached  42,245  tons,  there  is  a  slight  falling-off,  yet  the  export  is 
considerably  above  the  average  of  the  past  eight  years. 
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Port  of 
Corral. 


Dry  hidei.  Of    dry    cow-hides    the     total     export     from     Chile    was 

2,104  631  kilos.,  as  compared  with  3,442,067  kilos,  in  the  year 
1898. 

11,470  half-hides  tanned  for  sole  leather  and  2,835  hides 
were  shipped  from  Lota  to  Germany. 

.  Hides  have  practically  ceased  to  be  exported  from  Caldera,  but 
8  tons  of  horns  were  sent  away  last  year. 

About  100,000  hides  per  annum  were  tanned  at  Valdivia  and 
from  this  town  leather  to  the  value  of  2,530,000  dol.  was  sent  to 
Germany. 
;     Snlphar.  The  sulphur  mines  rdund  Arica  are  doing  a  fair  business,  but 

they  are  hampered  by  the  lack  of  railway  communication,  and 
transit  is  expensive.  1,979  tons  of  sulphur  were  exported  from 
this  port.  * 

From  Taltal  the  shipments  of  native  sulphur  amounted  to 
7,200  kilos.,  or  7  tons. 

From  the  extensive  deposits  of  native  sulphur  about  110  miles 
in  a  north-easterly  direction  from  this  port,  several  small  ship- 
ments of  this  mineral,  containing  90  per  cent,  pure  sulphur,  liave 
been  made  to  Iquique  with  profitable  results.  These  deposits  are 
under  negotiation  with  capitalists. 

Sulphur  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pisagua. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Howard  states  that  from  Corral,  which  is  the 
port  of  the  thriving  German  settlement  of  Valdivia  the  principal 
exports  were  wheat,  which  is  shipped  at  920  kilos,  to  the  ton,  or 
about  10  sacks ;  tan  bark  by  the  ton  of  20  sacks  of  46  kilos,  each  ; 
alcohol,  320  litres  in  each  pipe,  two  of  which  go  to  1  ton;  cases 
of  hams  and  other  provisions,  at  six  boxes  to  the  ton ;  leather, 
eight  rolls  going  to  the  ton;  wool,  in  bales  of  250  kilos,  each, 
four  bales  making  1  ton  of  1,000  kilos.;  lumber;  and  railway 
sleepers. 
TortofAric*.  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Simpson  reports  that  the  principal  exports 
from  Arica  during  1899  were  borax,  coffee,  copper,  silver  and  tin 
ores,  cotton  and  cotton  seed,  hides,  horns,  wool,  salt,  sulphur,  and 
vegetables. 

There  were  also  exported  to  London  silver  specie  to  the 
value  of  6,321/.  2s.  lOrf.,  and  to  Paris  gold  specie  to  the  value  of 
1,704/. 

No  less  than  4,095  metric  tons  of  fresh  vegetables  were 
exported  mainly  to  serve  the  ports  in  the  arid  zone  of  Chile. 

Of  salt  2,237  metric  tons  were  sent  to  other  ports  in  Chile. 

The  exports  which  do  not  go  to  Chilian  and  Peruvian  ports 
are  fairly  equally  divided  between  Havre,  Liverpool,  and 
Hamburg. 

The  population  of  Arica,  including  the  outskirts  and  valleys^ 
is  about  2,500. 

The  town  is  well  kept  and  there  are  very  few  cases  of  sickness. 
Port  of  Taltal.        From  Taltal,  in  addition   to  the  exports  of  nitrate,  sulphui% 
gold  and  silver,  noticed  under  separate  headings,  there  were  shipped 
1,600  kilos.  (31i  cwts.)  of  iron  ores. 

The  three  existing  metallurgical  works,  of  which  an  Account 
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was  given  in  last  year  s  report,  have  continued  operations  on 
much  the  same  scale,  although  during  the  latter  months  of  the 
year  the  diminished  productions  of  suitable  ores  from  the  mines 
necessitated  a  temporary  suspension  of  milling.  The  cyanide 
process  carried  on  by  the  Atacama  Mineral  Company  at  Taltal 
continues  to  give  satisfactory  results. 

Although  nitrate  of  soda  and  its  valuable  by-product  iodine,  Port  of 
are  at  present  the  only  important  articles  of  export  from  Pisagua,  I*"**^'**- 
the  interior  of  the  province  is  known  to  be  rich  in  minerals,  such 
as  silver,  copper,  tin,  borate  of  lime,  sulphur,  &c.,  but  owing  to 
the  difficulty  and  cost  of  transport  it  has  hitherto  been  found 
difficult  to  work  the  mines  to  advantage.  During  the  past  year 
the  valuable  deposits  of  borate  of  lime  were  acquired  by  a  British 
syndicate. 

At  I^ta  a  British  company  own  large  coalfields  and  have  a  Port  of  Lota, 
glass  factory  as  well  as  brick  and  pottery  works. 

British  traders  of  all  classes  are  well  represented  in  Valparaiso,  Qeneial. 
and  in  no  class  more  conspicuously  than  in  engineering  and  BriUah  finna. 
mechanical  factories.  There  are  in  Valparaiso  several  large 
foundries  turning  out  locomotives,  railway  rolling  stock,  marine 
engines,  mining  machinery,  bridges  and  every  other  kind  of 
engineering  work.  These  establishments  are  able  to  tender  for 
Government  and  other  contraccs  at  prices  which  almost  prohibit 
competition  by  manufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  other 
branches  of  commerce  British  firms  in  Liverpool  and  elsewhere 
are  represented  by  local  branches ;  branches  which,  in  the  extent 
of  their  trade  operations,  rival  the  importance  of  the  parent  firm. 
It  may  be  safely  said  that  whatever  share  of  Chilian  trade  is 
available  for  the  British  Empire  there  are  on  the  spot  plenty  of 
able  and  experienced  British  representatives  to  undertake  it.  At 
the  same  time,  owing  to  the  invariable  tendency  of  old-established 
businesses  to  get  into  a  groove  and  to  fail  to  grasp  new  oppor- 
tunities, there  will  always  be  openings  for  new  firms  or  newcomers 
who  are  quick  enough  to  secure  them. 

Iron  from   the   United  States  has  to  some  extent  ousted  the  United  States 
British   article   from   this   market.      It  would  pay  British  iron-  ^^ 
masters  to  make  enquiries  of  their  agents  or  customers  in  Chile  as 
to  the  reasons  for  this  loss  of  trade,      it  appears  to  be  a  simple 
question  of  price  and  the  lost  trade  might  easily  be  recovered. 

The  State  railways,  according  to  a  Government  report,  made  a  Railways, 
profit  of  50,465  dol.  29  c.  in  1899,  or  about  3,784/.     The  takings 
Amoimted    to     1,256,972     dol.    20    c.    and     the    outgoings    to 
1,206,506  dol.  91  c. 

In  1898  the  earnings  were  1,006,198  dol.  and  the  outgoings 
1,016,712  dol.  57  c. :  loss,  10,514  dol.  57  c.  (788/.). 

The  earnings  during  the  beginning  of    1900  are  very  satis- 
factory. 

Not  only  is  the  number  of  locomotives  quite  inadequate  to  the 

needs  of  the  traffic  but  the  mileage  run  by  each  of  the  existing 

260  locomotives  is  btated  to  be  50,000  kilonis.  or  31,094  miles 

per  annum.     This  is  more  than  double  the  mileage  run  by  the 
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engines  on  railways  in  Germany  which  average  22,410  kiloms.  per 
annum,  or  say  18,936  miles.  In  Great  Britain  the  average  per 
locomotive  is,  I  believe,  18,n28  miles  per  annum.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  the  Chilian  locomotives  are  frequently 
in  need  of  repairs,  though  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  matter  of 
legitimate  pride  that  Chile  with  old  and  well-worn  locomotives, 
and  with  a  line  of  very  steep  gradients  which  tax  the  hauling 
powers  of  the  engines  to  the  uttermost,  is  yet  able  year  after 
year  to  get  almost  twice  as  much  work  out  of  her  locomotives  as 
other  nations  do  out  of  their  newer  and  more  powerful  engines. 
It  speaks  well  for  the  management  of  the  locomotive  department, 
which  is  assisted  by  British  subjects,  that  such  should  be  the 
case. 

It  is  stated  that  owing  to  the  amount  of  traffic  on  the  single 
line  State  railways  the  goods  trains  have  to  be  run  at  a  higher  rate 
of  speed  than  is  customary  in  other  countries,  and  this  adds  greatly 
to  the  wear  and  tear  of  locomotives  and  waggons.  Consequently 
each  year  sees  a  greater  strain  put  upon  the  locomotive  department 
to  carry  out  the  train  itineraries  and  the  break  down  of  even  10 
engines  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  transit  of  freight. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  mileage  nm  per  annum  by  each  loco- 
motive to  30,000  kiloms.,  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  secure  immedi- 
ately 120  new  locomotives,  allowing  for  no  reserves  and  for  no 
engines  in  the  repairing  sheds. 

It  is  said  that  a  busy  railway  needs  for  each  kilometre  of 
length  four  eight-wheeled  goods  waggons,  or  eight  four-wheeled 
trucks,  or  in  other  words,  a  carrying  capacity  of  64  tons  for  each 
kilometre. 

The  State  railways  of  Chile,  according  to  the  latest  returns, 
have  a  working  mileage  of  1,300  kiloms.  (about  810  miles). 

Consequently,  there  should  be  a  carrying  capacity  of  83,200 
tons,  whereas  the  State  railways,  with  but  4,050  goods  waggons  and 
trucks,  only  possess  a  carrying  capacity  of  43,435  tons,  and  it 
becomes  necessary  to  increase  the  goods  waggons  and  trucks  by 
another  4,000,  necessitating,  more  or  less,  an  outlay  of  7,000,000 
to  8,000,000  pesos  (about  600,000/.).  This  is  not  likely  to  be 
effected  in  one  year,  but  the  outcry  against  the  delays  in  delivery 
of  goods  is  becoming  so  insistent  that  it  is  probable  that  additions 
to  the  goods  rolling-stock  will  be  commenced  forthwith.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  Chileans  will  endure  in  all  departments  of  life 
endless  delay  and  discomfort,  with  the  one  exception  of  the  State 
railways.  If  the  express  from  Santiago  is  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
Wte  in  arriving  at  Valparaiso  after  its  run  of  four  hours  over  the 
mountains,  the  fact  is  chronicled  in  a  special  paragraph  in  every 
newspaper.  If  the  delay  occurs  for  three  days  successively,  the 
name  of  the  engine  and  driver  who  is  to  blame  are  gibbetted  in 
the  Public  Press  ;  yet  it  may  be  said  that  the  trains  are  run  with 
very  commendable  punctuality  and  regularity,  even  during  the 
terrible  storms  of  the  winter. 

Coosequently,  there  is  ground  for  hoping  that  the  lack  of  loco- 
motives and  rolling-stock  will  be  remedied. 
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In  the  year  1884  the  State  railways  carried  2,515,077 
passengers,  and  534,687  metric  tons  of  goods.  In  1898  they 
carried  5,927,338  passengers,  and  1,012,831  metric  tons  of  goods. 

Since  1884  the  running  mileage  has  been  greatly  increased, 
and  still  larger  extensions  have  been  approved,  and  yet  the  rolling- 
stock  remains  exactly  what  it  was  12  years  ago. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  large  additions  to  all  classes  of 
the  rolling-stock  will  have  to  be  made,  and  every  year's  delay  in 
placing  the  orders  diminishes  the  share  which  the  local  foundries 
will  be  able  to  undertake,  owing  to  the  imperative  need  for  new 
stock  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  the  inability  of  the  local 
foundries  to  turn  out  anything  like  the  required  number  in 
reasonable  time. 

The  traffic  of  the  Taltal  Eailway  Company,  according  to  the  TaltaL 
report  of  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schjolberg,  has  been  carried  on  with 
the  usual  regularity  and  efficient  general  management  in  all  its 
various  departments.     During  the  year  the  quantities  carried  over 
the  line  are  as  follows : — 

(a)  Up  Traffic. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Goals  for  nitrate  works  and  mines 

Timber  and  wood 

Hay  and  barley 

Provisions  and  machinery 

Sundries  (including  luggage) 

Tons. 
28,235 

40d'5 
2,843-5 
3,468 
1,714 

Total           

81,664 

(b)  Down  Traffic. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Nitrate  of  soda • 

Gold  ores 

Silrer  ores 

Copper  ores 

Hidee          

Sundries 

Tons. 

87,612 

2,600 

2,910 

4,92L 

45 

416 

Total        

98,504 
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Passenger  Traffic. 


Number 
of  Posiengen. 


First  class,  up 
Third 


1,816 
6,974 


First  class,  down 
Third        „ 


Total  psBseng^ra  travelled 
over  the  line 


8.219 
4,827 


ToUl. 


8,290 
8,046 


16,886 


<>^aldera. 


Valdivia. 


Tramwajs. 


This  i-ailway  offers  great  facilities  for  the  industry  of  the  de- 
partment, and  without  it  tlie  nitrate  deposits  could  not  be  worked 
at  a  profit. 
Traiguen.  The  railway  bridges  in  the   Traiguen  district  are  in  a  very 

bad  condition.  Last  year  the  greater  part  of  them  were  carried 
away,  and  temporary  bridges  were  erected.  But  as  soon  as  the 
heavy  rains  set  in  it  is  feared  that  these  structures  will  also 
be  swept  away,  cutting  off  all  communication  with  the  North  of 
Chile,  as  was  the  case  last  winter. 

The  Government  is  pushing  on  the  railway  from  Chanaral 
towards  the  Caldera  line,  and  soon  the  Inca  district  will  be 
in  communication  by  rail. 

The  railway  between  Valdivia  and  Osomo  is  now  in  working 
order,  and  another  railway  route  to  the  north  has  been  started. 

During  last  year  negotiations  were  in  progress  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  electric  tramways  in  Valparaiso,  but  owing  to  the 
opposition  of  the  existing  horse  tramway  company  the  project  fell 
through.  The  main  difficulty  was  that  the  horse, tramway  con- 
cession includes  a  proviso  that  the  company's  tram  lines  shall 
not  at  any  point  be  crossed  by  the  lines  of  another  company, 
nor  any  such  new  company  lay  down  lines  parallel  to  the  existing 
tramways. 

The  city  tramways  are  being  extended  out  to  the  Portales 
Station  on  the  railway  line  to  Vina-del-Mar.  As  the  slaughter- 
house and  two  large  engineering  works  are  situated  at  this  spot, 
there  should  be  ample  traffic  to  warrant  the  extension.  Eventually 
the  tramway  will  be  extended  to  Vifia-del-Mar  when  the  road 
along  the  sea-front  is  completed. 
Health.  The  health  of  Valparaiso  is  worse  every  year.     Typhoid  fever 

rages,  and  its  attacks  are  becoming  increasingly  fatal.  Few  new- 
comers escape  its  ravages,  and  even  persons  who  have  lived  for 
years  in  Chile  seem  unable  to  claim  immunity. 

At  present  there  is  no  system  of  drainage  worthy  of  the  name, 
and  nothing  short  of  an  outbreak  of  cholera  or  the  plague  will 
induce  the  authorities  to  undertake  the  cleansing  and  purifying  of 
the  town.  The  inhabitants  are  to  the  full  as  apathetic  about  this 
question   as   the   authorities.     Of  late,   some   efforts   have    been. 
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toade  to  clear  the  sewers,  which  are  choked  up  with  sand  and 
soil,  but  such  spasmodic  action  effects  but  little  in  the  way  of 
reform. 

The  water  supply  might,  without  exaggeration,  bo  termed  the 
fever  supply  of  Valparaiso.  To  drink  water  is,  according  to  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  the  Valparaiso  medical  profession,  to  run 
the  almost  certain  risk  of  catching  typhoid.  A  great  artificial 
reservoir,  or  lake,  has  been  formed  at  Placilla,  and  eventually 
Valparaiso  should  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  but  unless 
elaborate  arrangements  ai*e  made  for  filtering  the  water,  there  will 
be  no  security  that  it  is  more  free  from  fever  germs  than  the 
existing  supply. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schjolberg  says :  "  During  the  year  we  have  Taltal. 
not  been  visited  by  any  epidemic,  and  the  climate,  though  very 
hot  during  the  summer  months,  December,  January,  and  February, 
is  very  good.  There  is  not  any  sanitary  system  adopted  by  the 
local  authorities,  and  were  it  not  for  the  dry  climate,  the  death- 
rate  would  be  very  high  owing  to  the  uncleanly  habits  of  the 
native  labouring  class,  and  the  accumulation  of  rubbish  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  and  on  the  beach  forming  the  bay." 

The  Caleta  Buena  district  continues  remarkably  healthy.  Calcta  Baena- 
Owing  to  the  extreme  dryness  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
absence  of  rain  during  the  whole  year,  the  nitrate  districts  of 
Chile  are  practically  free  from  disease.  Caleta  Buena  is  depen- 
dent for  water  on  the  condensing  works  belonging  to  the  Agua 
Santa  Company.  These  works  also  supply  the  town  with  ice  and 
electric  light. 

Applications  are  constantly  made  at  the  Consulate-General  to  Nationality  of 
register  as  British  subjects  the  children  born  in  Chile  of  British  ^^hildren. 
parents.  The  usual  purpose  of  the  registration  is  to  secure  for  the 
male  children  exemption  from  compulsory  service  in  the  Chilian 
Army.  But  by  the  law  of  Chile,  children  bom  in  Chile  are  Chilians, 
no  matter  what  the  nationality  of  the  parents  may  be,  and  for 
such  children  there  is  no  escape  from  compulsory  military  service. 
It  is  well  that  intending  emigrants  should  be  warned  on  this  point, 
as  the  question  is  invariably  looked  upon  by  British  parents  as  a 
hardship  and  a  grievance. 

Outrages  and  attacks  by  bands  of  armed  robbers  seem  on  the  Public  safety. 
increase  in  Valparaiso  and  its  suburbs,  and  also  in  other  towns  of 

Chile.     The  authorities  deal  firmly  with  the  matter,  but  the  police 

force  is  not  adequate  in  numbers. 

In   the  neighbourhood  of    Coronel   crimes    are    of    frequent 

occurrence,  but  it  is  seldom  that  Europeans  are  molested.    There 

is  no  doubt  that  the  vile  class  of  spirituous  liquor  sold  to  these 

poor  people  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  crimes  committed. 

In  the  Traiguen  district  cattle  have  gone  up  very  consider-  Agriculiurfr 

ably  in  value,  and  are  very  scarce,  especially  bullocks.    A  good-  ^^^  cattle. 

sized  bullock  for  draught  purposes  fetches  from  100  to  120  dol.  Traiguen. 

(say  8/.). 

In  several  places  in  the  South  of  Chile  there  have  been  a  great 

many  deaths,  especially  in  Nueva   Imperial,  where  one   farmer 
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alone  lost  over  50  head  of  cattle,  the^e  having  died  of  anthraic 
This  farmer  experienced  difficulty  in  hiring  teamstei-s  to  carry  his 
wheat  to  the  town,  the  tenmsters  being  afraid  that  their  own  cattle 
would  catch  the  disease. 

On  account  of  the  very  severe  winter,  thousands  of  sheep  died, 
especially  among  the  young  flocks. 

There  is  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
flocks  ;  those  farmers  who  have  used  the  British  sheep  dip  finding 
that  tlieir  sheep  are  looking  much  better  than  in  previous  years. 
Sheep  dip  is  being  gradually  introduced  into  Chile,  and  there  will 
be  a  good  market  for  it  in  the  future.  One  farmer  told  the  Vice- 
Cousnl  tliat  he  experimented  upon  his  different  flocks  with 
different  remedies,  and  the  sheep  which  turned  out  best  are  those 
on  which  he  used  the  British  sheep  dip. 
Chilian  As   iin    illustration   of  the  pnucity  of   stock  in  Chile,  I  was 

ponies.  informed    by    one    of  the    British    Remount    Commission,    which 

has  been  purchasing  horses  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  that 
there  were  in  that  country  about  14,000,000  horses,  of  which 
14,000  had  been  purchased  for  the  British  army.  In  Chile 
it  would  he  difficult  to  place  an  order  for  2,000  horses  of  the 
right  stamp.  The  Chilian  ponies  are  much  superior  to  th« 
Argentines  in  hardiness,  in  tractability,  in  their  paces,  and  in  their 
hill  climbing  powers.  Argentine  ponies  are  shipped  at  Buenos 
Ay  res  at  a  cost  of  8/.  each,  and  landed  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  at  a  total  cost  of  about  22/.  Chilian  ponies  could  be  landed 
in  South  Africa  for  the  same  sum  if  shipped  direct  from  Valparaiso 
or  the  southern  ports  of  Chile. 

It  would  prove  a  lucrative  enterprise  to  breed  Chilian 
ponies  on  the  large  farms  and  send  shipments  of  200  to  600 
at  a  time  to  India,  South  Africa,  and  Europe.  These  ponies 
stand  a  long  sea  voyage  remarkable  well.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a 
line  of  suitable  steamers.  Chile  has  as  yet  no  steamship  communi- 
cation with  India,  Africa,  or  Australia,  while  the  Argentine 
Republic,  our  next  neighbour,  has  shipped  her  14,000  i)onies  in 
her  own  steamships  to  South  Africa. 

The  export  trade  in  cattle  is  growing  year  by  year,  the  animals 
being  sent  to  the  northern  ports  of  Chile,  to  Peru  and  as  far  north 
as  Panama. 

543.458  sheep,  312,150  live  steers,  and  56,627  frozen  sheep 
were  exported  last  year. 
Ooloniste.  A  new  movement  is  on  foot  to  introduce  into  Chile  a  fresh 

batch  of  colonists.  Experience  has  amply  proved  that  the  class 
of  British  immigrant  that  has  hitherto  been  tempted  to  settle  in 
Chile,  is  totally  unsuit^d  to  the  conditions  of  life  in  the  colonised 
districts,  where  it  rains  almost  incessantl}''  the  whole  year,  and 
where  the  ground  allotted  to  each  colonist  is  merely  a  portion  of 
a  dense  forest  covered  with  giant  trees  every  one  of  which  has  to 
be  laboriously  felled  and  cleared  away  before  the  slightest  return 
can  oe  obtained  from  the  land.  Robberies  and  even  violence  froqi 
lawless  bandits  have  not  been  uncommon,  and  it  may  be  said  at 
once  that  the  life  is  utterly  unsuited  to  any  but  farmei-s  or  agri- 
cultural labourers  of  an  intellijarent  class. 
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A  paper  factory  has  been  started  by  a  leading  Chilian  firm  p^per, 
in  Valparaiso,  and  the  shares  are  held  by  Chilian  or  German 
merchants.  There  is  a  great  future  before  this  undertaking  which 
is  in  the  hands  of  practical  people.  Every  year  the  demand  for 
paper  is  increasing  in  Chile,  and  we  believe  that  this  new  enter- 
prise will  sensibly  and  increasingly  affect  the  importation  of  all 
classes  of  paper. 

A  new  bank  entitled  the  Banco  Espaiiol  Italiano  (Spanish-  Banking. 
Italian  Bank)  has  been  formed  in  Valparaiso.     A  new  bank  has 
also  been  started  at  Funta  Arenas  in  opposition  to  the  existing 
banking  business. 

A  new  sugeir  factory  has  been  started  under  the  management  Sugar, 
of  the  late  head  of  the   customs,  and  if    it  proves  anything 
like  as  successful  as  the  sugar  factory  at  Vina-del-Mar,  it  must 
tend  to  reduce  the  import  of  sugar  into  Chile. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  good  market  in  Italy  for  Chilian  woods  Cabinet . 
suitable  for  cabinet  making,  as  this  class  of  foreign  woods  is  much  niaking. 
sought  after. 

The  town  of  Traiguen  is  being  supplied  with  potable  water,  Traigaen. 
a  tank  is  already  in  construction  and  will  be  completed  in  June.  General. 
The  electric  light  is  also  being  installed,  and  posts  have  been 
placed  in  the  streets  to  carry  the  lights.  The  plant  is  of  German 
manufacture.  A  new  flour-mill  to  grind  18  tons  a  day  is  being 
erected.  The  machinery  has  been  imported  from  the  United 
States. 

The   inhabitants   of   Caleta   Buena  number  about   1,800,  all  CaletaBuena. 
directly  or  indirectly  dependent  on  the  nitrate  shipping  industry. 

The  town  is  well  supplied  with  shops.  Provisions  are  some- 
what dear,  beef  for  example,  costing  35  c.  (say  6d.  per  lb. ).  This 
price,  nevertheless,  compares  favourably  with  some  other  ports 
on  the  coast  Fresh  provisions  being  brought  here  by  the 
coasting  steamers,  the  town  sometimes  suffers  from  a  glutted 
market,  whilst  at  other  times  some  necessities  are  almost  un- 
obtainable. 

The  Vice-Consul  says  that  the  water  supply  for  Copiapo  is  Caldera. 
still  not  completed,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  very  neces- 
sary work  will  be  finished  this  year.     The  custom-house  at  the 
port  is  to  be  rebuilt  immediately, 

A  very  large  number  of  enquiries  for  missing  relatives,  and  Enquiries, 
for  information  on  commercial  matters  has  been   received  and 
answered  at  the  Consulate-General  during  the  year,  and  a  large 
number  of  British  firms  have  been  assisted  to  find  reliable  local 
agents,  and  otherwise  to  place  their  goods  on  this  market. 


Santiago. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  A.  C.  Kerr  reports  as  follows : — 
The  year  1899,  regarded  from  a  commercial  standpoint,  has 
shown  increased  prosperity,  owing  to  several  causes. 

(624)  c  4 
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Perliaps  the  most  important  has  been  the  resolution  of  the 
Chilian  Government  to  abstain  from  authorising  a  further  addition 
to  the  issue  of  the  50,000,000  paper  dol.  made  in  1898,  as,  in  spite 
of  the  strenuous  attempts  made  by  the  paper  party  to  attain 
their  ends,  Congress  closed  in  the  beginning  of  January  of  this 
year  without  a  further  issue  being  made ;  this  has  given  rise  to 
greater  confidence,  not  only  in  Santiago  but  throughout  the 
country,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  exchange  has 
remained  well  above  Is.  3^.,  the  present  rate  being  1«.  4^1.  to 
the  paper  dol. 

Another  reason  for  the  increased  confidence  is  without  doubt 
the  settlement,  in  the  latter  part  of  1898,  of  the  long  standing 
boundary  dispute  with  the  Argentine,  all  fear  of  war  having  been 
removed  by  the  agreement  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  arbitration 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Farther  issaet        A  further  issue  of  paper  money  would  undoubtedly  be  most 


of  paper 
moQej? 


The  Chilian 

Electric 

Traction  and 

Light 

Syndicate, 

Limited. 


popular  to  the  greater  portion  of  Santiago  residents,  who  are  all 
owners  of  estates  producing  corn,  barley,  &c.,  which  is  sold  to 
exporting  houses  in  Valparaiso,  as  when  the  rate  of  exchange  is 
low,  they  receive  so  much  more  in  proportion  for  their  produce, 
whereas  the  costs  of  producing  are  practically  the  same  ;  added  to 
this  tlie  fact,  that  most  of  the  properties  being  heavily  mortgaged, 
they  would,  in  the  event  of  exchange  falling  in  response  to  a 
further  issue  of  paper,  be  enabled  to  pay  the  interest  and  amortise 
the  capital  with  dollars,  which  would  be  intrinsically  worth  much 
less  than  those  with  which  the  debt  was  originally  contracted. 

In  view  of  this,  therefore,  it  is  most  probable  that  further 
attempts  will  be  made  in  Congress  to  increase  the  amount  of 
paper  already  in  circulation ;  although  the  result  of  the  elections 
which  have  recently  taken  place,  shows  a  gold  majority  in  both 
the  Upper  and  Lower  House. 

An  engineering  and  commercial  undertaking  of  magnitude  has 
during  1899,  made  rapid  strides.  I  refer  to  the  "  Chilian  Electric 
Traction  and  Light  Syndicate  Limited,"  a  concern  involving  a 
capital  to  the  extent  of  more  than  1,000,OOOZ.,  subscribed  as  I 
understand,  partly  by  British  and  German  capitalists. 

It  is  proposed  to  obtain  water-power  to  the  extent  of  about 
50,000  horse-power,  from  the  Eiver  Maipu,  distant  some  20  miles 
from  Santiago,  and  to  furnish  the  capital  with  electric  light,  and  a 
complete  service  of  electric  cars. 

Some  want  of  confidence  was  expressed  when  the  concession 
was  granted,  owing  to  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  and  the 
low  tariff  to  be  charged  by  the  company,  but  the  work  accom- 
plished during  the  past  year  has  convinced  people  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  concern,  although  many  question  the  possibility  of  the 
result  being  a  financial  success.  The  company  has  now  laid  new 
rails  throughout  Santiago,  it  has  installed  a  central  station  driven 
by  a  provisional  steam  plant,  which  will  enable  them  to  supply 
light,  and  run  cars  by  the  middle  of  this  year,  and  with  the 
object  of  supplying  power,  it  has  commenced  the  construction  of 
a  canal  in  the  River  Maipu,  under  the  direction  of  an  Austrian 
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engineer  of  distinction,  vvliich  will  involve  the  labour  of  2,000 
workmen  for  the  space  of  two  years.  The  material  used  by  the 
company  is  German,  and  the  contractors  are  Germans. 

The  British  colony  in  Santiago,  compared  to  that  of  Valparaiso,  Foreign  trade 
is   small,   the   business   in    the    city    being    principally   in   the  oo™P«*itioD. 
hands  of  German  and  French  retail  houses.     British  goods,  how- 
ever, are  sought  after  by  the  better  class  of  purchasers,  although 
the  price  charijed  is  always  greater. 

Many  of  the  English  retail  stores  here  offer  for  sale  certain 
articles  now  made  in  Germany,  but  which  formerly  were  always 
of  English  manufacture.  On  enquiring  the  reason,  I  was  informed 
by  a  prominent  merchant,  that  it  was  not  altogether  on  account 
of  the  price  (although  this,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  invariably 
cheaper),  as  he  could  afford  to  give  rather  more  for  the  English 
article  with  the  certainty  of  being  able  to  obtain  a  better  price 
in  proportion,  but  the  reason  was  that  he  found  he  was  better 
treated  in  every  way  by  the  German  merchants ;  he  stated  that 
the  latter,  for  instance,  packed  their  goods  in  a  much  better 
manner,  thus  avoiding  unnecessary  breakage,  that  they  were 
more  prompt  in  attention  to  orders,  and  in  cases  of  competition 
in  order  to  obtain  orders  would  not  only  undersell  but  would 
give  greater  facilities  as  regards  credit  than  the  English  houses. 
He  also  informed  me  that  many  of  the  English  houses  with  whom 
he  did  business  had  no  department  dealing  entirely  and  exclu- 
sively with  export  trade,  whereas  German  houses  make  a  point 
of  keeping  home  and  export  trade  entirely  apart,  and  to  this 
he  attributes  the  greater  promptitude  in  the  despatch  of  his  goods 
when  ordered  from  Germany. 

As  against   the  serious  competition  experienced  in  Santiago  Foreign  banks 
from  foreign  trade  competitors,  it  is  satisfactory  from  an  English  ^°^  Santiago, 
point  of  view  to  compare  the  foreign  banking  business. 

There  are  established  in  Santiago,  apart  from  Chilian  banking 
institutions,  four  foreign  banks,  the  Italian-Spanish  Bank,  two 
German  Banks,  and  the  Bank  of  Tarapaca  and  London,  of  which 
I  think  it  may  be  fairly  said  that  the  last  named  easily  takes  the 
tirst  place. 

A  point  which  would  appear  to  have  been  overlooked  by 
British  manufacturers  is,  that  all  the  estimates  for  the  Chilian 
Government  are  asked  for  at  Santiago,  and  negotiations  for  con- 
cessions for  canals,  railways,  drainage  works,  &c.,  are  of  course  all 
transacted  in  the  capital. 

it  would   seem   to  be  well  worth  while,   if  British   manu-  GoTernmenti 
facturers    and    contractors   were    to    study   this    point    with    a  eatimates  and 
view  to  the  advisability  of  appointing  agents  in  Santiago,  to  watch  ^°"^<'^'^°'^ 
over  their  interests.     With  reference    to  the  foregoing,  it  may 
perhaps  be  of  some  interest  to  quote  the  following  as  some  few 
of  the  concessions  and  resolutions  made  by  the  Chilian  Govern- 
ment during  1899,  in  respect  to  industrial  concerns  and  engineering 
works,  which  in  no  case  have  been  affected  by  British  capital  or 
administration. 

January  9. — Congress  passed  a  Law  allowing  cotton  intended 
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for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  shirts,  &c.,  to  be  free  of  duty 
for  10  years.  (This  will  benefit  a  firm  of  German  manufac- 
turers established  in  the  country.) 

March  27. — The  appointment  of  engineers  to  prepare  plans 
and  estimates  with  the  view  of  an  installation  for  a  complete 
drainage  system  and  water  supply  for  Santiago. 

March  20. — Government  asked  for  estimates  to  complete  elec- 
tric light  plants,  to  be  installed  in  the  arsenal,  artillery  barracks, 
and  military  schools.  (Ultimately  secured  by  a  firm  of  German 
electrical  engineers.) 

April  7. — Estimates  asked  for  the  construction  of  a  railway 
between  Pitrufquen  and  Loncoche,  and  from  Loncoche  to  Antilhue. 

July  6. — Congress  ratifies  a  contract  made  between  the  Postal 
Departments  and  the  "  Kosmos  Company,"  a  German  line  of 
mcul  steamers,  for  the  transport  of  letters,  packages,  &c.,  between 
Chile,  Central  America,  Ecuador,  France,  Great  Britain,  Peru,  and 
Uruguay. 

August  26. — Approving  Government  plans  for  a  complete 
system  of  drainage  for  Concepcion,  estimates  asked  for,  probable 
amount  being  80,000/.  to  100,000/. 

December  30. — A  contract  made  between  the  Chilian  Govern- 
ment and  a  marine  agent  of  Bordeaux,  whereby  he  agrees  to 
introduce  5,000  families  of  colonists  into  Chile  in  the  space 
of  eight  years,  preference  being  given  to  Scandinavians,  Dutch, 
Swiss,  French,  Belgians,  Germans,  English  and  Scotch.  In  return 
for  this  a  grant  of  625,000  hectares  of  land  is  given  to  him, 
which  represents  more  or  less  1,562,000  English  acres. 

In  December,  1899,  the  Minister  of  Finance  made  public  some 
statements  with  regard  to  the  National  Finances  of  1898,  of  which 
an  extract  is  given. 

Revenue, 


Surplus  from  1897         

Castoms  revenue,  imports 

„  exports  (nitrate  and  iodine) 

Post-office  and  telegrapLs 
Stamps    .. 

Treasuries  

Mint        

Railways 

Extraoniinaiy  revenue  . .         , .         . .         • . 

Sundry  creditors 

Balances  of  certain  accouuts 

Total  


Amount. 


Dollars 

28,989,598 

21,426,648 

44,460,930 

1,269,497 

451,290 

7,700,787 

6,166 

18,167,482 

55,857,488 

8,014.842 

106,496 


c. 
70 
40 
86 
15 
77 
82 
68 
18 
58 
27 
56 


176,891,068    87 
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Ministry  of  Interior 

y         Foreign  Affaire 

„  Worehip 

,,         Colonisation 

„         Justice       

,         Pablic  inftir action. . 

„         Finance 

War  

„         Marine 

Industry 

„  Public  works 

„         Railways 

Expenditure  by  special  Acts  of  Congress 
Extra  expenditure,  War  Department . . 
,,  Marine  Department 

Con  veraiou  Funds  .• 

Treasury  .. 
Deposits  returned 
AccoQuts  to  liquidate 
Increase  in  account,  debtors 
Quano  account    . . 
Sundry  creditors  to  1897  balance 
Loans  to  the  banks 

„           special  account    .  • 
Banks  issues      ••         

Total 


Amount. 


Dollars 

c 

9,912,283 

07 

1,512.004 

66 

578,113 

76 

597,014 

65 

3.581,492 

63 

5,555,483 

72 

18,400,450 

41 

18,128,661 

70 

10,674,635 

02 

746,818 

66 

4,816.866 

81 

13,228,491 

76 

11,968,077 

11 

10.920,005 

75 

3,495,709 

61 

283,701 

48 

6)3,834 

50 

83-2,863 

34 

207.608 

09 

422,761 

64 

2,399 

92 

2,854.742 

70 

21,666,541 

10 

6.823,888 

00 

12,788,160 

00 

160.051,090     00 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  against  a  total  expenditure 
of  160,051,090  dol.  65  c.  there  was  a  total  revenue  of 
176,391,063  dol.  87  c.,  which  left  a  balance  of  16,339,973  dol.  22  c. 
to  carry  forward  to  1899 ;  this  balance  was  composed  as 
follows : — 


In  Europe 
Drafts  to  recover.  • 
Remittances  in  transit  . . 
Gold  and  silver  bullion . . 
Notes  in  hand    . . 

„        bank     .. 
Gold  in  hand 

„       bank      .. 

Total 


Amount. 


Dollars 

c. 

4,546.609 

28 

958,448 

34 

2,668,888 

53 

690,490 

81 

650,047 

99 

8,048,356 

92 

2,006,653 

27 

1770,588 

63 

16,889.973 

22 

The  above  figures  are  not  without  interest  when,  as  has  already 
been  remarked,  so  many  attempts  have  been  made,  and  probably 
will  again  be  made,  to  increase  the  amount  of  paper  already  in 
circulation. 
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Tnn»-Andine        The  much  debated  subject  of  the  Trans- Andine  Railway  over  the 


railway. 


Trade  marks 
laws. 


Andes  into  the  Argentine  Eepublic  is  still  far  from  approaching 
a  settlement,  the  Government  having  refused  to  accede  to  the 
requests  to  increase  their  guarantee  of  4  J  per  cent,  on  the  partially 
constnicted  line.  The  creditors  of  the  undertaking  in  the  shape 
of  banks  in  this  country  have  made  several  attempts  to  repay 
themselves  by  putting  the  line  up  to  auction.  They  have  at  the 
time  of  writing  taken  over  the  line  for  their  own  account.  The 
banks  are  the  Bank  of  Chile,  the  Bank  of  Edwards  and  Co.,  and 
the  Commercial  Banks  of  Chile,  the  amount  being  two-thirds  of 
the  assessed  value,  or  1,638,728  dol.  22  c.  (approximately  109,000/.). 

There  are  besides  this  milway,  partially  constructed  by  the 
Clark  Syndicate,  three  other  projects  under  discussion,  which 
according  to  the  interested  parties  have  their  various  advantages. 
They  are,  taking  them  in  their  order  from  north  to  south,  the 
Tinguirrica,  Planchon,  and  Antuco  lioutes. 

The  first  named,  which  would  appear  to  offer  the  greatest 
faciUties  for  construction,  proposes  to  start  from  the  station  of 
Tinguirrica  on  the  State  line  between  Santiago  and  Talca,  and 
after  traversing  the  Cordillera  by  means  of  a  tunnel  would  be 
connected  at  San  Eafael  witli  the  Argentine  line  now  in  coui-se  of 
constioiction  from  Villa  Mercedes  to  San  Rafael.  Another 
advantage  is  claimed  for  this  project,  as  it  is  said  it  would  open 
up  an  exceedingly  rich  mineral  region. 

A  technical  commission  was  appointed  last  year,  by  Congress, 
to  study  all  three  projects,  but  until  greater  energy  and  purpose 
are  shown,  the  Trans- Andine  Eailway  scheme  will  be  relegated  to 
the  far  future. 

In  view  of  the  large  annual  imports  of  British  goods  into 
Chile,  some  mention  may  be  made  with  regard  to  an  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  with  reference  to  the  Trade  Mark  Laws. 
These  have  been  up  to  the  present,  and  indeed  still  are  very 
defective,  the  number  of  trade  marks  which  are  infringed  being 
appalling.  Lately,  however,  a  step  in  the  right  direction  has  been 
taken ;  an  Act  has  recently  been  passed  which  provides  that,  in 
the  case  of  an  action  for  infringement,  the  judge  may  be  allowed, 
providing  the  original  mark  has  been  duly  registered,  to  use  his 
discretion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  infringing  mark  is  intended  to 
deceive  the  public. 

Formerly,  to  successfully  bring  an  action,  the  infringing  mark 
had  to  be  an  exact  copy,  any  little  alteration,  however  slight,  being 
sufficient  to  render  a  prosecution  useless.  The  present  law 
remedies  this  evil,  and  I  understand  that  still  further  improvements 
in  the  Trade  Mark  Laws  are  in  course  of  contemplation. 


Valdivia. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Howard  reports  as  follows : — 
Valdhla.  Valdivia  is  a  toMn  of  about  8,000  inhabitants,  situated  on 

the  river  of  the  same  name,  and  is  12  miles  distant  from  the  port 
of  Corral. 
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For  some  miles  the  banks  are  liaed  with  tan-y.mls  and  otlier  ladustriea, 
establishments.     Also  on  the  opposite  side,  on  the  Tepa   Island, 
stands  a  brewery,  the  output  of  which  probably  exceeds  that  of 
any  other  in  Chile. 

This  town  may  properly  be  called  a  German  colony,  as  the  Inhabitanti* 
principal  industries  and  a  quarter  of  the  population  are  German. 

Leather  is  the  principal  industiy,  and  about   1 00,000  hides  Leather, 
are  yearly  tanned.     The  past  lias  not  been  a  good  year  for  this 
business  on  account  of  decrease  in  foreign  prices  and  increase  of 
prices  of  hides  on  this  coast. 

From  statistics  of  1898  we  learn  that  the  total  exports  from 
Valdivia  was  2,900,000  dol. 

To  Germany,  2,590,000  dol.,  of  which  2,5:30,000  dol.  was 
leather,  and  the  rest  wool,  horsehair,  oats,  wax,  honey  and  other 
articles.  160,000  dol.  worth  of  wool  went  to  France,  while  tlie 
exports  to  Great  Britain  were  nil. 

Although  British  trade  with  Chile  exceeds  that  of  all  other 
nations,  it  is  not  so  with  this  place,  where  the  Gennan  interest  is 
predominant. 

Imports  to  this  place  make  a  better  showing,  as  can  be  seen  Imr#rt«. 
from  the  following  table: — 


From — 


Value. 


Dollars. 

Germany I         1,207,779 

Great  Britain  270.000 

United  Srates  of  America 34.286 

France         6,700 


Great  Britain  exceeds  in  the  importation  of  galvanised  roofing, 
iron  bars,  tin-ware,  sacks,  cotton  and  woollen  cloth. 

Germany  sends   more   drugs,   cement,  glass,  crockery,  porce-. 
lain,  linseed  oil,  cork,  bottles,  carpenters'  tools,  thread  and  gloves. 

The  United  States  send  machine  oil,  kerosene,  iron  naUs,  and 
agricultural  machinery. 

Imports  since   1893   have  increased  greatly  from   Germany, 
and  doubled  from  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Still  nothing  seems  to  be  exported  from  here  to  Great  Britain, 
which  is  due  to  the  small  number  of  British  residents. 

Last    year    a    British    company   started    here    a    few   miles  Gold  mine, 
inland  to  work  a  gold  mine,  and  it  is  understood  that  in  a  short 
time  they  will  wash  for  gold,  as  they  have  made  costly  prepara- 
tions.    I  understand  that  the  capital  is  32,000/. 

The  railroad  between  Valdivia  and  Osorno  is  now  in  working  Railroad, 
order.     Another  road   which   will   connect  this  town   with   the 
north  by  rail  has  also  been  started,  so  that  in  a  few  yeara  this 
place  will  be  in  a  better  condition  as  to  travel  and  mails,  and 
has  good  prospects  for  the  future.  • 

About  35  small  river  steamers  run  on  the  river,  and  these  Steamera. 
include  small  tow  boats,  passenger  boats,  and  private  steamers. 
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All  the  bar  steamers  belonging  to  the  South  American  Steamship 
Company,  boats  of  400  and  500  tons,  and  of  light  draft,  come  up 
the  river  to  the  town.  All  of  the  steamers  have  been  built 
in  Greenock  or  Liverpool,  and  captains  and  engineers  are  generally 
British. 

Wheat.  Wheat  is  a  crop  of  great  importance  here,  as  it  is  all  bought 

\\\)  in  the  interior  about  Osorno  and  Union  for  the  distilling  of 
spirits  and  for  flour.  The  output  can  safely  be  estimated  at 
100,000  fanegas  or  bushels.  It  is  very  seldom  exported,  but  used 
up  in  this  district. 

Cattle,  Since  the  tax  placed  by  the  Chilian  (lovernment  on  Argentine 

animals,  which  has  decreased  the  import,  the  price  has  risen,  and 
bullocks  are  now  sold  at  90  to  100  dol.  if  very  good. 

Com.  A  few  years  ago  a  number  of  British  ships  arrived  from  the 

Argentine  with  corn,  but  the  Chilian  Government  placed  a  tax  upon 
it  which  seems  to  have  killed  that  trade. 


Taxcahuano. 


Hi 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  A.  E.  Steel  reports  as  follows : — 

The  import  trade  in  this  district  during  1890  made  substantial 
progress,  as  may  be  seen  from  statistics  below.     It  was  an  excellent 
year,  and  infinitely  better  than  1898. 
Imports.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  excessively  severe  winter  was 

experienced  throughout  this  district  and  the  whole  of  the  south 
of  Chile,  and  exceptionally  heavy  rains  fell  during  a  period  of 
over  two  months,  all  business  connections  with  the  interior  and 
frontier  being  completely  suspended.  Railway  bridges,  of  the 
utmost  importance  so  far  as  cargo  traffic  is  concerned,  were 
carried  away  by  the  overflowing  of  the  rivers,  and  a  great  number 
of  landslips  occurred.  These  were  the  principal  causes  why 
Talcahuano  and  Concepcion  were  unable  to  supply  merchandise 
to  the  interior.  Exchange  at  that  time  was  yery  low  indeed, 
about  llrf.  to  12d.  per  dollar,  and  therefore  very  little  encourage- 
ment presented  itself  to  importers.  Later  on,  however,  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  prospects  changed  very  materially, 
more  confidence  was  felt,  and  communication  with  the  principal 
inland  markets  was  actively  resumed. 

It  was  found  that  their  requirements  were  considemble.  In 
conjunction  with  this,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  rate  of 
exchange  gi^adually  rose  to  about  16rf.  per  dollar,  enabling 
importers  to  secure  good  remunerative  prices  for  their  goods,  and 
it  must  also  be  remembered  that  as  almost  everything  (hardware 
goods,  iron,  wool,  cotton,  &c.)  rose  in  value  in  Europe,  holders  of 
stock  at  this  end  were  in  a  position  to  ask,  and  secure,  corre- 
spondingly higher  prices.  In  comparison  with  1898,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  during  last  year  substantial  progress  was  made,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppdse  that  1900  will  record  still  better 
figures  than  have  hitherto  been  attained  in  this  district. 

The  following  statistics  of  custom-house  duties  taken  at  this 
port  are  interesting : — 
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Year.  Amount. 


Dollars. 

1895  2,837,884 

1896  3,081,489 

1897  ..         .,         8,466,988 

1898  8,87«,880» 

1899  2,966,118t 

*  Moratonom,  &c. 

t  Dollars  gold  at  exchange  of  1  dol.  =  1«.  6d. 

In    the    hitherto    all    important    wheat   business    a    heavy  Exports, 
decrease  was  experienced,  as   may  be  seen   from  the  following  Wheat, 
figures : — 


Year.  I        Qaantity. 


Hectolitres.* 

1895  j         1,167,687 

1896  1,288,990 

1897  ..  768,688 

1898  ,.  876,000 

1899  414,463 

*  Hectolitres  of  76  'S6  kilos,  each. 

Heavy  rains  are  in  a  great  measure  responsible  for  this 
deficit.  Last  year  there  were  only  210,063  hectolitres  shipped 
to  Europe,  the  remainder,  204,390  hectolitres,  went  to  Peru. 
One  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  large  cylinder  mills 
nowadays  consume  a  great  deal  more  grain  than  hitherto.  Local 
and  Peruvian  millers  have  been  able  to  pay  higher  prices  for 
wheat  than  exporters.  Looking  ahead,  however,  it  is  generally 
believed  that  the  gradual  decrease  of  the  crop  experienced,  more 
especially  during  1897-98-99,  has  reached  bottom,  and  a 
smart  improvement  in  future  years  is  anticipated.  An  item  of 
large  importance  which  must  not  be  overlooked  is  the  fact  that 
no  less  than  11,000  tons  of  guano  (manure)  were  discharged 
at  this  port  during  last  year,  and  despatched  by  rail  all  over 
the  frontier.  Farmers  are  beginning  to  understand  the  great 
advantages  gained  by  assisting  soil  with  this  manure.  The  bad 
results  hitherto  experienced  were  in  many  cases  due  to  over- 
worked soil  and  previous  exhaustion.  About  1,500  tons  of 
the  guano  received  here  came  from  Mejillones,  and  the  remainder, 
say  9,500  tons,  was  shipped  from  Punta  Pichalo. 

Flour  is  becoming  more   and  more  a  staple  food   on  this  Floar. 
coast,   and,  as  anticipated,  the  production   has   increased  con- 
siderably.    The  following  data  is  interesting : — 
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To- 

QuanUtj. 

Chilian  ports          

PsruTian  porta       

Ecuadorian  porta 

QuinUla. 

461,269 
40,885 
17.400 

ToUl        

619,544 

Or,  say,  an  increase  of  89,035  quintals  in  comparison  with  1898. 
Sample  shipments  have  been  made  to  Liverpool,  but  it  has  been 
found  by  experience  that  Talcahuano  cannot  compete  there  with 
other  markets. 


Wool. 


Statistics  of  Wool  Shipped  during  the  Years  1894-99. 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

■ 

QuinUla.     . 
81,200 
84,500 
88,400 
89,900 
89,626 
42,474 

Of  which  to  New 

York— 

•             ••             •.             ••             •« 
••             ••             .•             .. 

Total        

Quantity. 

Merino 
Meatisa        . 
Other  daaaea 

Quintals. 
2,502 
4,021 
12,718 

19,241 

To  Europe- 

Total        

Quantity. 

Merino 
Meatiza 
Other  claaaes 

Quintala. 
13,128 
5,104 
5,001 

28,238 

The  greater  quantity  of  this  is  for  British  markets,  but  a  minor 
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portion  is  sent  to  Havre.  It  is  seen  at  a  glance  that  the 
finer  quality  of  wool  is  exported  to  Europe,  whereas  the 
commoner  classes  find  a  better  market  in  the  United  States. 
Prices  may  be  quoted  at  40  dol.  per  quintal  for  "merino/"" 
and  20  dol.  more  or  less  for  common  wool  at  an  exchange  of 
Is.  4^^.  per  dol.  Touching  upon  this  branch  of  trade  there  is  na 
doubt  that  the  higher  prices  obtained  nov/adays  will  influence 
farmers  not  only  to  improve  the  breed  of  the  sheep,  but  also  to 
pay  more  attention  to  cleaning  the  wool,  packing  and  marking 
same,  &c.,  for  they  must  now  realise  that  any  extra  expense  or 
care  wliich  may  be  incurred  in  sending  wool  to  market  in  a  first- 
class  cleaned  condition  is  amply  repaid  by  rhe  higher  prices  ob- 
tained. Besides,  if  Chile  wools  are  to  compete  with  the  Argen-^ 
tine  and  Australian,  care,  attention,  and  cleanliness  must  not 
be  overlooked.  It  is  expected  that  this  branch  of  business  will 
considerably  increase  in  the  near  future.  Sheep  dip,  strange  Uy 
say,  is  almost  unknown  by  the  farmers  in  these  parts. 

Other  produce,  such  as  barley,  beans,  peas,  is  of  less  import- 
ance. There  is  a  great  deal  of  "aguardiente  "  or  brandy  distilled 
from  grapes,  but  it  is  of  bad  quality  and  consumed  only  by  tlio 
poor  class  of  people. 

The  farmers  of  this  province  are  almost  universally  the  owners 
of  the  land  they  cultivate.  The  large  proprietoi-s  reside  in  tho 
towns  and  villages  and  visit  the  country  during  the  summer  and 
harvest  time  only.  The  management  of  the  land  is  left  to  the 
direction  of  a  steward  or  "  mayordomo  "  who  receives  from  50/.  to 
1001,  per  annum,  with  house  and  food  and  permission  to  cultivate 
a  small  piece  of  land,  and  usually  pasture  for  a  few  animals.  'J  he 
"  peones  "  or  labourers  receive  very  small  wages  indeed,  they  are 
generally  given  food  and  a  house,  with  permission  to  cultivate 
a  small  piece  of  land,  which  they  frequently  neglect;  their 
lodging  is  of  the  rudest  description,  and  comfort  of  any  kind  is 
unknown  to  them.  They  can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  their 
pleasures  or  amusements  consist  in  gambling  and  drinking.  An 
habitually  sober  peon  is  almost  unknown.  These  poor  men  sufler 
great  privations  during  the  winter  season,  when  Ihey  are  unent- 
ployed  and  live  from  hand  to  mouth. 

Education  is  still  very  deficient  in  the  province,  although  the  Education. 
Government  has  done  much.  At  Concepcion  there  is  a  public 
institute  or  academy  where  they  teach  gratis,  and  students  may 
live  in  the  establishment  by  paying  for  their  board  at  a  very 
reasonable  rate.  There  is  also  a  seminary  conducted  by  tlie 
Catholic  clergy,  where  teaching  is  given  free,  but  the  pupils  are 
required  to  live  in  the  establishment  and  pay  for  their  board. 
The  province  is  divided  into  departments,  in  each  of  which  there 
are  one  or  more  primary  schools  where  the  children  of  the  poor 
are  generally  supplied  with  books,  paper,  school  utensils,  and 
teaching  free  of  charge  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  but  the 
teachers  are  badly  paid,  and  are  usually  young  men  of  low  origin 
who  have  received  a  rudimentary  education  in  the  public  institu- 
tions at  Santiago,  and  resign  their  posts  in  the  department 
(624)  D 
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as  soon  as  a  more  lucrative  employment  presents  itself.  Tlie 
pupils  are  nearly  all  composed  of  the  children  of  persons  living  in 
the  towns  and  villages,  the  schools  l»eing  seldom  attended  by  the 
cliildren  living  in  the  country. 


ruNTA  Arenas. 


Trade  and 
commerce. 


Mr.  Vice- Consul  West  reports  as  follows : — 

The  territory  of  Magallanes,  of  which  Tunta  Arenas  is  the  port 
jMid  distributing  centre,  dej^ends  upon  the  sheep-farming  industry 
principally,  though  the  gold  discoveries  in  Tierra  del  Fuego, 
I^ennox  Island,  and  round  Cape  Vii-giu  have  to  a  certain  extent 
assisted  in  the  development  of  Chilian  Patagonia, 

The  import  business  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans, 
and  I  think  that  British  merchants  at  home  would  do  well  to 
study  the  trade  of  this  district,  as  the  commerce  is  remarkably 
sound. 

All  merchandise,  without  exception,  is  permitted  to  enter 
free  of  duties,  and,  so  long  as  this  continues,  the  exporter  at 
home  has  only  to  contend  with  a  healthy  competition  from  the 
Continent. 

Owing  to  the  unpreceilented  winter  of  last  year  the  marked 
progress  and  prosperity  of  Magallanes  have  been  temporarily 
checked,  the  losses  sustained  by  the  farmers  through  the  deple- 
tion of  stocks  having  been  estimatBd  at  213,000,000  dol. ;  but  this 
has  been  counter- balanced  t:)  a  certain  extent  by  the*  improved 
price  of  cross-bred  wool  Some  of  the  principal  exporting  houses 
irom  Buenos  Ay  res  have  sent  special  representatives  to  make 
iiirect  purchases  from  the  farmers,  and  they  have  paid  up  to  8d. 
j)L'r  lb.  for  wool  placed  on  the  be^ch.  This  increased  value  for  the 
^itaple  article  of  the  district  has,  of  course,  gone  a  long  way  to 
alleviate  a  critical  situation  for  many  farmers ;  and  presuming  we 
have  no  repetition  of  the  last  winter  season  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  past  prosperity  should  not  return. 

I  should  state  thatPunta  Arenas  is -not  only  the  distributing 
market  for  this  territory,  but  that  the  larger  share  of  the  business 
of  Argentine  Patagonia  filters  through  this  port.  Puerto  Gallegos, 
in  the  Argentine  Kepublic,  which  is  fast  growing  into  an  impor- 
tant town,  receives  most  of  the  merchandise  for  distribution  from 
here. 

It  is  to  be  greatly  regi-etted  that  the  Chilian  Government  does 
not  proceed  to  sell  the  lands  to  the  farmers,  as  has  been  done  on 
the  Argentine  side,  for  under  the  leases  of  the  Chilian  Govern- 
ment the  farmers  have  no  inducement  to  make  improvements,  and 
moreover  it  is  certain  that  if  they  could  acquire  their  lands  it 
would  lead  to  a  great  development  of  trade,  and  an  influx  of 
foreign  capital.  All  the  farmers  are  foreigners,  for  the  most  part 
British,  ana  the  town  population  is,  as  already  stated,  largely 
German. 
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There  are  very  lew  Chilians  indeed. 

As  Punta  Arenas  is  the  only  port  of  importance  in  the  Straits  Shippinjg  and 
of  Magellan  the  shipping  is  very  considerable. '  This  fact  has  led  navigatioa. 
to  the  development  of  the  town. 

From  the  local  returns  I  find  that  the  following  were  entereu 
and  cleared : — 


Xationality. 

1 

Number  of 
YesBels. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

British 

German 

Other  nationalities       . . 
Men-of-war 

/'.Steam 
t,  Sailing 
..    Steam 

::i     :: 

1 

79 
2 
46 
32 
20 

198,048 

1,808 

107,932 

18,400 

Beyond  this  there  is  the  local  shipping  interest  which  servf^s 
to  carry  the  wool  and  merchandise  to  and  from  the  port. 

Freights  and  passages  rule  extremely  high,  partly  owing  to 
the  price  of  steam  coal  which  is  very  dear.  Exporters  should 
always  send  goods  by  steamer,  as  sailing  vessels  very  ofteti 
experience  difficulty  and  delay  in  navigating  the  Straits. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  7,000,  and  appears  to  be  iii-  Population 
creasing.      There  is  a  scarcity  of  labour,   especially  of  trained  ?"jl 
shepherds ;    carpenters,  bricklayers,  &c.,   c^n   earn  good   wages,  *°**^^^"®*- 
but  there  is  no  opening  for  clerks  or  professional  men  without  ^"^^*<^  health, 
capital. 

The  climate  is  rigorous  but  very  healthy,  and  little  sicknesn 
exists.' 

A  municipality  exists,  and  the  town  is  well  attended  to  as  Public  \vork»- 
regards  paving,  and  is  lit  up  by  electric  light. 

A  telephone  line  runs  from  the  town  along  the  coast  farms  t^ 
1  )ungenes8  Point,  and  a  further  line  is  being  constructed,  which  will 
communicate  Punta  Arenas  with  Grallegos  by  the  interior  farms. 
The  latter  will  also  be  used  for  telegraph  purposes. 

Eailways  do  not  exist,  and  all  wool  for  export  has  to  be 
carried  by  the  local  steamers  or  by  bullock  carts  from  the 
interior. 

In  concluding  my  report  on  this  district,  I  must  express  my  General, 
satisfaction  in  finding  the  sheep-farming  industry  so  very  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  British,  who  are  hard-working,  economical,  and 
excellent  colonists.     Their  life  is  certainly  a  rough  one,  but  many 
of  them  are  doing  extremely  well. 


ChaSaral. 

Mr.  Consular  Agent  Alfred  Tilly  reports  as  follows : — 
Chanaral  is  the  port  of  the  department  bearing  the  same  name, 
and  is  located  430  miles  to  the  north  of  Valparaiso,  and  between 
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the  ports  of  Caldera  and  Taltal,  distant  respectively  47  and  65 
miles. 

The  town,  with  a  population  of  about  3,000  inhabitants,  pos- 
sesses two  smelting  establishments  for  the  reduction  of  copper 
ores,  which  are  produced  from  the  mines  of  the  district  within  a 
radius  of  50  miles. 

The  principal  mines  owned  by  the  British  company  which 
was  recently  formed,  and  designated  "  The  Copper  Corporation  of 
Chile,  Limited,"  are  situated  some  25  miles  from  the  port,  and  are 
reached  by  rail.  The  same  company  also  possesses  the  lar^^'er 
copper  smelting  works  at  the  port,  the  otlier  establishment  being 
owned  and  worked  by  a  Chilian  firm. 

The  business  of  Chafiaral  is  essentially  that  of  copper  smelting, 
and  since  the  rise  in  the  copper  market  gixjat  impetus  is  being 
given  to  the  development  of  the  mines  in  this  important  copper 
zone  of  Chile.  New  mines  are  being  discovered,  opened  up,  and 
old  mines  rehabilitated.  The  prospects  are  certednly  bright,  and  a 
steady  increase  in  this  industry,  which  is  the  sole  life  of  the  place, 
may  be  safely  predicted. 

The  Government  Eailway  consisting  of  two  branches  aggre- 
gate a  distance  of  100  kiloms.,  65  of  which  extend  due  east  from 
the  port  and  35  kiloms.  in  a  south-easterly  direction.  The  gauge 
of  the  railway  is  3  feet  6  inches,  and  was  built  and  originally  owned 
by  a  British  company. 

*  In  view  of  the  important  developments  in  the  mining  camps 
the  Government  has  decided  to  extend  each  of  the  above- 
mentioned  mineral  lines,  the  one  starting  from  Pueblo  Hundido 
witli-a  direction  almost  due  south  to  the  *'  Inca  del  Oro  "  district, 
a  distance  of  about  75  kiloms.,  and  the  other  extension  is  to 
be  from  "  Las  Animas  '*  in  a  south-east  direction  to  "  Los  Pozos," 
a  distance  of  25  kiloms.  The  materials  for  building  these  exten- 
sions have  in  part  been  landed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment will  soon  get  the  work  initiated. 

With  the  inauguration  of  the  above  extensions,  important 
mining  districts  for  copper,  gold  and  silver  will  be  rendered  of 
commercial  value,  and.  a  great  increase  in  the  movement  at  the 
port  would  naturally  result.  I  may  here  state  that  workings 
ha\e  been  recently  started  in  the  "  Inca  del  Oro "  district  of  this 
department,  and  a  plant  for  the  treatment  of  the  gold  ores  is  in 
transit.  The  work  is  being  done  by  a  British  syndicate.  At 
some  copper  mines  in  the  vicinity  a  plant  for  the  concentration 
of  ores  is  being  erected  by  a  Chilian  company,  who  are  at  present 
developing  the  mines  which  produce  ores  adaptable  to  concentration 
by  the  washing  process. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  movement  in  shipping  has 
been  as  under : — 
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chanaral. 
Entered. 


53 


Steam,  mostly  coasting 
Sailin^r,  mostly  foreign 


Number  of 
Yessete. 

165 
18 


Table  showiag  Amount  of  Goois  Landed  and  Shipped. 


Coal  dl%harged — 

Australian       ••         ..         ..         ..         •• 

Cni^lish 

Chilian 

Coke  cli]>chargec1,  English 

Lumber  di.4charged,  mostly  Chilian     . . 

General  cargo  landed     .  • 

„  shipped 

Copper  ores  shipped  to  coast  ports 

„       regalus  of  64  per  cent.,  shipped  to  coast  ports 
„  „  Europe  .. 

Oold  ore  shipped 
Ballast  supplied  to  ships 

Total        


Quantity. 


Tons.* 

10,495 
8,.H67 
1,851 
1,176 
2,601 
6,673 

161 
3,459 
2.764 

891 

12* 

8,320 


86,169 


•  Tons  of  2,016  lbs. 
Table  showing  Number  of  Passengers  Landed  and  Embarked. 


Landed 
Embarked 


Number. 


1,998 
1,166 


The  ruling  price  of  copper  has  brought  about  great  activity  in 
Chaflaral  during  the  latter  part  of  1899,  and  there  is  every  indi- 
cation of  a  steady  increase  with  the  present  favourable  "prices, 
and  the  prospect  of  a  continuance.  New  smelting  and  mining 
appliances  are  being  introduced  by  the  English  company  to  cheapen 
and  expedite  operations. 

The  copper  ores  conveyed  by  rail  and  carts  from  the  surround- 
ing mines  to  the  two  smelting  works  during  the  year  aggregated 
about  17,000  tons  containing  an  average  of  10  per  cent,  copper. 
These  ores  were  converted  into  copper  matte  or  regulus  of  about 
54  per  cent,  average  and  sold  to  coast  smelters  for  making  bar 
copper. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Newchwang  foi'  the  Year  1898 
By  Mr.  Consul  Hosie. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  NoTember  8, 1899.) 

In  1896,  the  year  following  the  Japanese  occupation  of  this  Total  trade, 
port  and  the  Liao-tung  Peninsula,  the  net  value  of  the  trade  of  1^«'^»««*- 
Newchwang  amounted  to  22,771,346  Haikwan  taels  (3,795,228/.) 
as  compared  with  16,578,901  Haikwan  taels  (2,763,150/.)  in  1894. 
This  increase  was  natural,  however,  for  the  trade  of  1895  was  dis- 
organised by  the  war  between  China  and  Japan,  whereby  Man- 
churia was  specially  and  advei'sely  aflFected,  and  much  leeway  had 
to  be  made  good ;  but  the  increase  was  more  than  maintained  in  Greater 
1897-98,  which  are  credited  with  26,358,671  Haikwan  taels  increase  to  be 
(3,926,344/.)  and  32,441,315  Haikwan  taels  (4,634,474/.)  respec-  fiSn  railways, 
tively,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  continued  opening  up  of 
new  fields  to  agriculture  and  the  facilities  of  communication  soon 
to  be  afforded  by  railways  in  Manchuria  will  lead  to  still  greater 
results.  Whether  the  latter  will  benefit  the  port  of  Newchwang, 
and  the  foreign  interests  centred  there  to  the  extent  anticipated 
by  some,  is  problematical  and  will  be  discussed  hereafter;  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  people  of  Manchuria  and  the  home 
manufacturers  will  be  the  gainers  provided  the  present  con- 
ditions of  taxation  are  maintained  and  preferential  railway 
rates  are  discountenanced.  The  internal  taxation  of  foreign 
and  domestic  trade  in  Manchuria  is  light  compared  with 
Central  and  Southern  China,  so  light,  indeed,  that  transit  passes 
have  i*arely  been  required,  and  if,  in  the  changes  to  come,  the  treaty 
tariff  present  or  revised,  is  guaranteed  for  this  remote  but 
exceedingly  rich  part  of  China,  the  future  of  Manchuria  cannot 
fail  to  be  prosperous.  The  increase  of  6,082,644  Haikwan 
taels  (868,949/.)  in  1898  as  compared  with  1897  was  con- 
spicuous in  every  branch  of  trade — ^in  foreign  and  native  im- 
ports as  well  as  in  exports — ^in  spite,  it  is  said,  of  heavy 
stocks  held  over  from'  the  latter  year  and  of  a  rather  late 
opening  of  the  ice-bound  river,  which  so  far  as  the  actual 
handling  of  goods  is  concerned,  took  place  on  April  4,  the 
average  date  of  opening  being  about  the  middle  of  March. 

The  net  value  of  foreis:n  goods  imported  in  1898  was  10,577,471  Foreign 
(497)  ^  A  2         goods. 
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Haikwan  taels  (1,511,067/.;  a<:^ainst  8,995,929  Haikwan  taels 
.1,340,019/.)  in  1897,  of  wliich,  however,  74,012/.  is  credited  to  rail- 
way plant  and  railway  and  telegraphic  materials,  which  ai-e  not  in 
this  case  ordinary  articles  of  trade  and  are  not  paid  for  by  Manchuria. 

These  foreign  j^oods  consisted  of  Indian  opiuni  62,311 
Haikwan  taels  (8,902/.);  cottons,  7,698,585  Haikwan  taels 
(1,099,798/.) ;  woollens,  212,744  Haikwan  taels  (30,392/.);  metals, 
627,632  Haikwan  taels  (89,662/.);  and  sundries,  1,976.199 
Haikwan  taels  (282,314/.).  The  import  of  Indian  opium  rose 
from  4,284  lbs.  (3,018/.)  in  1896  and  3,731  lbs.  (2,612/.)  in  1897, 
to  12,244  lbs.  (8,902/.)  in  1898,  and  was  due  to  the  poor  harvest 
of  the  native  drug  in  the  interior  during  the  year.  So  deficient 
was  the  supply  of  the  latter  that  it  actually  touched  940  New- 
chwang  taels,  or  866  Haikwan  taels  (124/.)  a  picul  (133^  lbs.) 
in  the  market  here  against  812  Haikwan  taels  (116/.)  for 
Indian,  and  at  the  present  moment  the  prices  are  119/.  and 
100/.  respectively,  so  that  the  latter  may  be  expected  to  flow  into 
the  country  until  the  present  year's  harvest  is  gathered. 

The  value  of  the  net  import  of  cotton  goods  into  China 
from  foreign  countries  in  1898  was  77,618,824  Haikwan  taels 
(11,088,403/.),  of  which  nearly  10  per  cent.  7,698,585  Haikwan 
taels  (1,099,798/.)  found  its  way  into  Manchuria  through  the  port 
of  Newchwang,  and  of  this  latter  total  a  sum  of  3,434,585 
Haikwan  taels  (490,655/.)  is  credited  to  American  sheetings 
(625,982  pieces  value  307,744/.),  drills  (367,916  pieces  value 
181,495/,),  and  jeans  (3,380  pieces  value  1,416£)  In  1897  a  total 
of  2,418,971  pieces  of  American  sheetings  were  imported  into 
China,  of  which  Tientsin  consumed  1,259,908 ;  Newchwang, 
566,107;  and  Chefoo,  336,741  pieces,  leaving  a  balance  of  only 
256,215  pieces  for  the  rest  of  China.  So  with  drills :  in  1897 
Tientsin  absorbed  554,155 ;  Newchwang,  349,195 ;  and  Chefoo, 
142,955,  out  of  a  total  import  into  China  of  1,531,647  pieces.  In 
jther  words,  the  chief  markets  for  American  manufactured 
cottons  in  China  are  the  northern  provinces  and  Manchuria. 
Why  is  this  so,  and  >vhy  is  it  that  American  cottons  are  supersed- 
ing English  goods  in  these  markets  ?  The  answer  is,  that  the 
heavier  makes  of  goods  are  in  greatest  demand  in  the  colder 
north,  that  America  is  our  competitor  in  these  makes,  and  that 
these  Americangoods  are  superior  to  and  cheaper  than  English.  In 
my  report  on  the  trade  of  Wuchow  for  1898,  I  stated  that  "  price 
list"  tempered  with  "precedent"  is  the  basis  on  which  the 
foreign  import  trade  of  China  is  conducted,  and  that  the  Chinese 
prefer  to  go  on  buying  the  original  brand  of  which  they  have 
had  actual  experience.  Cccteris  paribuSy  the  Chinese  dealer  will 
not  change  his  usual  purchases  for  new  classes  of  goods,  but  as 
soon  as  equally  good  and  even  superior  and  cheaper  goods  are 
brought  to  his  notice  he  will  not  hesitate  to  change  his  custom. 
It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  him  whether  the  goods  he  deals  in 
are  manufactured  in  Great  Britain  or  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  have  asked  native  wholesale 
merchants    here    if    they   could   tell    me    where   the   favourite 
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sheetings  and  drills  consumed  in  Manchuria  are  manufactured, 
and  they  have  confessed  their  entire  ignorance  of  the  country  of 
origin,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  they  merely  indent  for  their 
purchases  by  the  special  brand  or  "chop."  I  am  told  that  the 
proof  of  the  8ui)eriority  of  the  American  goods  is  in  the  washing ; 
when  English  goods  are  washed  and  the  heavy  sizing  removed  they 
are  very  inferior  to  the  American  article  when  similarly  treated. 
America  is  at  present  a  successful  rival  in  the  heavier  manufactured 
cottons,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  her  from  entering  the 
lists  against  us  in  the  higher  grades.  The  setting  up  of  machinery 
for  the  purpose  is  simply  a  question  of  time,  and  if  we  are  ta 
regain  the  ground  which  we  have  already  lost,  and  maintain  what 
is  left  to  us  we  must  manufacture  goods  equal  to  and  as  cheap  as 
those  of  our  rival.  Everything,  however,  seems  to  be  against  us. 
The  Statistical  Secretary  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  in 
his  Report  on  the  Trade  of  China  for  1897  says : — *'  The  favour 
which  American  goods  find  in  the  Chinese  market  is  due  to  their 
cheapness.  Freights  from  America  are  lower  than  from  Europe, 
and  the  high  prices  which  protection  enables  American  manufac- 
turers to  obtain  from  consumers  at  home  allow  them  to  export  the 
balance  of  their  out-turns  and  lay  it  down  in  this  country  at 
attractive  rates.'* 

It  is  a  strange  result  of  protection  that  American  manufac- 
turers should  be  able  to  clothe  the  Chinese  partly  at  the  expense 
of  their  own  countrymen."  And  again,  in  his  report  for  1898,  he 
says: — "Manchester  can  no  longer  compete  with  the  United 
States  in  the  importation  of  drills,  jeans,  and  sheetings,  owing  to 
the  low  prices  at  which  the  latter  country  can  land  this  class 
of  goods  in  China.  In  these  heavj'  makes  which  use  up  a  large 
quantity  of  cotton  without  demanding  such  delicate  machinery 
and  highly  skilled  labour  as  are  required  for  finer  goods,  such  as 
shirtings,  the  freight  on  the  raw  cotton  to  England  makes  an 
appreciable  diflference  in  the  cost  of  production.  Freights  from 
New  York  are  lower  than  from  Liverpool.  The  goods  pass 
through  fewer  hands  in  America.  Prices  are  also  influenced  by 
the  fact  that  while  American  manufacturers  are  using  every  eflFort 
to  secure  the  market  here,  Manchester  has  more  orders  than  can 
be  immediately  executed,  and  the  large  demand  from  India  keeps 
the  mills  fully  occupied.  America  does  not  yet  compete  with 
Great  Britain  in  finer  makes."  He  might  have  added  that  the 
strikes  which  one  reads  of  as  occurring  among  operatives  in 
England,  in  face  of  American  competition,  are  not  likely  to  help 
the  British  manufacturer  in  his  attempts  to  retain  the  hold  which 
still  remains  to  him  of  the  markets  of  the  far  East.  If  the  value 
of  the  American  cottons  (490,655/.),  and  of  cotton  yam  (446,484/.) 
be  deducted  from  the  total  import  of  cottons  into  Newchwang  in 
1898  (1,099,798/.),  there  remains  a  balance  of  162,659/.,  as  the 
value  of  other  cotton  goods  such  as  sliirtings,  English  and  Indian 
sheetings,  Italians,  white  Irishes,  prints,  lastings,  English  jeans, 
handkerchiefs,  Turkey-red  cambrics,  cotton  flannel,  T-cloths,  towels, 
velveteens   and  other  minor  goods,  and  a  reference  to  Annex  I 
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attached  to  this  report  will  show  that  Japan  is  a  competitor  in 
snch  articles  as  cotton  blankets,  cloth,  crape,  cord,  crimps,  cotton 
flannel,  handkerchiefs,  sheetings,  shirtings,  T-cloths,  and  towels; 
but  I  am  assured  that  want  of  uniformity  in  the  quality  of 
Japanese  goods  prevents,  for  the  present  at  least,  this  competition 
from  becoming  serious. 

As  regards  yam,  there  was  an  increase  of  211  cwts.  in  English 
as  compared  with  1897,  the  totals  being  1,043  cwts.  and  832  cwts. 
valued  at  2,795/.  and  2,164Z.  respectively,  while  Indian  and 
Japanese  showed  a  decline  of  3,456  and  4,256  cwts.  respectively, 
with  totals  of  163,539  and  17,075  cwts.,  valued  at  401,082/.  and 
42,607/.,  against  166,995  and  21,331  cwts.,  valued  at  386,343/. 
and  45,523/.  in  1897.  It  will  be  noticed  that  while  the  volume 
of  Indian  yarn  was  less  in  1898  than  in  1897,  the  value  was  con- 
siderably greater.  The  difference  in  currency  was  nearly  304,000 
Haikwan  taels.  While,  however,  the  total  decrease  in  the  volume 
of  foreign  yarn  was  7,501  cwts.,  the  deficiency  was  almost  made 
good  by  an  increase  of  7,045  cwts.  of  yarn  manufactured  by 
Chinese  steam  cotton  mills,  an  important  factor  which  the  Indian 
and  Japanese  mills  will  have  to  face  in  the  future.  The  statistical 
secretary  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  dismisses  the  woollen 
trade  of  China  in  1898  with  the  words : — "  The  trade  in  woollen 
goods  shows  no  development."  Not  only  was  there  no  develop- 
ment, there  was  an  actual  decline  in  currency  of  over  34  per  cent., 
the  values  of  the  trade  in  1897  and  1898  being  4,838,105  and 
3,190,169  Haikwan  taels  respectively.  At  this  port,  with  the 
single  exception  of  long  ells,  there  was  a  decrease  in  every  class 
of  woollen  goods  in  1898  as  compared  with  1897,  the  decline 
amounting  in  value  to  41,162  Haikwan  taels  (5,880/.),  while  the 
total  import  wtis  of  the  value  of  only  30,392/.  In  my  report  on 
the  trade  of  Newchwang  for  1895,  when  I  was  formerly  stationed 
here,  I  gave  the  reasons  why  there  is  no  great  demand  for 
woollen  goods  in  Manchuria,  and  they  need  not  be  repeated 
here. 

With  the  exception  of  copper  sheets  and  plates  and  wire,  nail- 
rod  iron,  old  iron  horseshoes  and  scraps,  spelter  and  tin  slabs, 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  import  of  all  other  kinds  of  metals 
and  metal  ware,  the  total  value  in  1898  being  626,652  Haikwan 
taels  (89,522/.),  against  467,246  Haikwan  taels  (69,600/.)  in  1897, 
an  increase  of  20,000/.  Details  of  the  metals  imported  will  be 
found  in  Annex  I. 

The  foreign  sundries  amounted  in  value  to  1,976,199  Haikwan 
taels  (282,314/.),  and  if  from  this  be  deducted  the  sum  of  518,080 
Haikwan  taels  (74,012/.)  for  the  railway  and  telegraphic  plant  and 
material  referred  to  above,  there  still  remains  a  balance  of 
1,458,119  Haikwan  taels  (208,303/.),  against  1,317,051  Haikwan 
taels  in  1897,  an  increase  of  141,068  Haikwan  taels  (20,153/.). 
There  was  a  decrease  in  window  glass,  hides,  European  wooden 
matches,  medicines,  needles,  American  kerosine  oil  (1,730,000 
against  2,046,000  gallons),  Sapan-wood,  seaweed  (first  quality), 
brown   sugar,   sugar   candy,  and   vermilion,  but  an   increase   in 
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clocks,  isinglass,  machinery,  Japanese  wooden  matches  (367,800 
against  222,625  gross),  Russian  kerosine  oil  (92,000,  against 
45,000  gallons),  seaweed  (second  quality),  fox  skins,  and  white 
and  refined  sugar. 

In  the  import  of  native  goods  from  other  Chinese  ports,  there  Natire 
was  an  increase  in  value  of  861,434  Haikwan  taels  (123,062Z.)  ^^'**- 
in    1898   as   compared   with    1897,  the   figures  being  4,415,564  increase, 
and  3,554,130  Haikwan  taels  respectively.     It  was  attributable 
in  the  main  to  heavier  imports  of  native  cloth  and   nankeens, 
raw  cotton,  cotton  yarn  (referred  to  above),  and  green  tea.     In 
fact,   the   increase   in   these   articles    alone   exceecled    1,000,000 
Haikwan  taels  showing  a  deficiency  in  other  imports,  noticeably 
in  chinaware,  paper  of  all  kinds,  preserves,  rice,  leaf  tobacco,  and 
wooden  ware.    The  import  of  96,989  cwts.  of  raw  cotton  in  1898, 
against  49,245  cwts.  in  1897,  would  at  first  sight  point  to  a  great 
increase  in  the  consumption ;  but  I  am  given  to  understand  that  Steamers  are 
steamers  are  cutting  into  the  junk  traffic  and  loading  goods  the  ?^*^^'^  "J*** 
carriage  of  which  was,  in  former  years,  practically  confined  to  ^^^    ™  *' 
native   craft.      With   two  customs  administrations,  only  one  of  Two  customs 
which  gives  its  statistics  to  the  world,  it  is  frequently  impossible  administra- 
to  tell  whether  what  appears  like  an  increase  or  decrease  of  the  j^^*?®  ** 
domestic  trade  of  China  is  real  or  merely  a  transfer  from  one  discoTer  exact 
administration  to  the  other ;  and  in  the  statistics  of  the  Imperial  state  of  trade. 
Maritime  Customs  we  have  the  anomaly  of  native  being  classed 
as  foreign  goods  because,  by  the  necessities  of  the  carrying  trade, 
they  have  to  be  transhipped  at  Hong-Kong.     As  I  pointed  ont 
in  my  report  on  the  trade  of  Wuchow  for  1898,  it  frequently  pays 
the  Chinese  merchant  to  ship  native  produce  to  Hong-Kong  in 
order  to   acquire  a  foreign   status   and   become   entitled   to  the 
privileges   of   a  transit  pass   to  cover  its  passage  up   the  very 
river  whence  it  came  and  beyond  its  place  of  origin ;  but  there 
are  many  cases  where  the   transhipment  at  Hong-Kong   tells 
against  trade.    One  example  will  sufl&ce.    Liquid  indigo  is  shipped 
from  Wuchow  to  Hong-Kong  in  considerable  quantities.     Only 
a  part  of  it  is  consumed  in  the  colony,  the  great  bulk  of  it  being 
intended  for  other  parts  of  the  Empire.     On  export  from  Wuchow 
it  pays  a  full  export  duty  and  in  Hong-Kong  it  becomes  by  the 
mere  fact  of  landing  there  foreign  produce,  which  on  re-importation 
into  China  has  to  pay  a  full  import  duty.    In  other  words,  produce 
in  the  South  of  China  transhipped  at  Hong-Kong  for  a  port  like 
Newchwang  is  liable  to  two  full  duties,  but  if  sent  direct  from 
one  port  to  another  it  is  liable  to  only  a  duty  and  a-half,  namely, 
a  full  export  duty  at  the  place  of  shipment  and  a-half  or  coast 
trade  duty  at  the  place  of  landing.      It  may  be  said  that  the 
indigo   could   be   carried  to  Canton  and   there    be    transhipped 
without  any  payment  beyond  the  duty  and  a-half;  but  Hong- 
Kong  is   the   centre    of    trade    in   Southern    China   and  trade 
gravitates  to  that  centre.     Hence  it  is  that  goods  having  the 
same  province  or  place  of  origin  in  China  may  appear  in  two 
different  import  tables — of    foreign  and   native  goods — of    the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  what  may  be   an  increase  or 
(497)  A  4 
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decrease  in  one  table  may  be  turned  into  a  total  decrease  or 
increase,  by  the  addition  of  the  import  in  the  other.  And  the 
merchant  or  manufacturer  in  Europe  'or  even  Asia,  ignorant  of 
this  fact,  may  be  led  to  think  from  these  returns  that  there  is 
really  a  market  for  his  goods  in  China  wlien  that  country  is  well 
able  to  and  does  supply  its  own  needs.  Half  a  dozen  years 
ago  17,000,000  Haikwan  taels  were  considered  an  excellent  record 
as  the  net  annual  value  of  the  total  trade  passing  through 
Newchwang. 

In    1898    the    value    of    the    expoits     alone    amounted    to 
17,448,280  Haikwan  taels   (2,492,611/.)  of  which   the  value   of 
7,178,825  Haikwan  taels  (1,025,546/.)  went  to  foreign  countries, 
principally  Japan — and  the  balance  of  10,269,455  Haikwan  taels 
(1,467,065/.)  to  Chinese  ports.     The  chief  export  from  Manchuria 
is    beans   and   their   products — bean-cake   and   bean-oil — with    a 
volume    of    9,432,415    cwts.    (471,620    tons)    and    a    value    of 
14,880,641   Haikwan  taels  (2,125,806/.),  more  than  85  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  the  total  exports  through  the  port.     When  it  is 
considered  that  probably  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  cultivable 
area  of  Manchuria  is  at  present  tilled,  that  the  population  is  very 
sparse,  that  labour  has  to  be  annually  imported  for  agricultuiul 
purposes,  and  that  the  whole  country  labours  under  serious  dis- 
advantages in  the  matter  of  transport,  it  will  be  readily  understood 
that  with   cheaper   and   speedier   railway  facilities   an  immense 
commercial  future  lies  before  these  three  provinces.     Let  us  look 
at  Manchuria  as  it  is.     For  four  months  of  the  year  its  waterways 
are  ice-bound  and  all  water-borne  traffic  in   the  interior  ceases ; 
its  chief  commercial  highway,  the  Liao  Kiver,  is  navigable  during 
eight   months    for   only  200   miles  and  its  chief   tributary,  the 
Hun  Ho,  for  little  more  than  half  that  distance,  and  boats  are 
frequently  delayed  at  shallow  places  till  there  is  a  heavy  rainfall 
in   the  interior ;   the  northern  province   of   Heilung-chiang   and 
parts  of  the  central  province  of  Kirin  are  so  far  removed  from 
this   highway   that   the  cost   of  transport   by  cart  to   places  of 
shipment  is  prohibitive,  and  the  millet  (ffolcus  Sat^ghum,  Z.)  crop 
has  to  be  converted  into  native  spirits  nnd  the  pulse  into  oil,  more 
valuable  commodities,  better  .able  to  bear  a  heavy  cartage  rate ; 
and  overland  trattic  is  practically  confined  to  the  winter  months, 
for  tlie  roads  in  the  interior  become  quagmires  during  the  rains 
and  are  impassable  in  summer  and  early  autumn.     What  is  the 
result?      Only  a  very  small  proportion  of   the  year's  crop  can 
reach  places  of  shipment  before  the  approach  of  winter  and  the 
cessation  of  navigation  and  secure  an  exit  from  Manchuria,  the 
great  bulk  of   the  produce  for   export  being  conveyed   by  cart 
during   the   winter  months  from    the   centres   of  production    to 
storage   depots   on    the   Liao   and    its    tributary,  such  as   Tung- 
chiang-tzu,  Tieh-ling,  Moukden,  and  even  the  port  of  Newchwang 
itself,  whence  it  is  shipped  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year. 
The  cost  of  this  storage  and  the  locking  up  of  capital  for  months 
due  to  climatic  conditions  are  a  serious  drawback  to  the  trade 
of  Manchuria,  and  the  remedy  which  I  pointed  out  in  my  trade 
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report  for  1896  was  the  construction  of  a  Chinese  railway  from 
Kirin  to  Ta-lien-wan  and  the  opening  of  the  latter  as  a  treaty 
port.  Since  my  departure  from  Newchwang  in  1897  many 
political  changes  have  taken  place,  »nd  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  altered  condition  of  affairs  later  in  this  report.  Belore 
leaving  this  subject,  however,  I  should  add  that  the  severity  of 
Manchurian  winters  stops  for  four  months  one  of  the  great  indus- 
tries of  the  country,  the  extraction  of  oil  from  beans. 

In  1897  the  export  of  raw  wild  silk,  the  article  next  in  value  ^^  ^^  "^^ 
in  the  list  of  exports  from  Manchuria  through  Newchwang,  ^ 
amounted  to  11,061  cwts.,  of  a  value  of  204,728/.,  and  of  silk 
refuse  to  2,138  cwts.  of  the  value  of  8,024Z.  In  1898  the 
figures  were,  raw  wild  silk  9,342  cwts.  (179,364Z.),  and  refuse 
4,692  cwts.  (16,891/.).  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  these  figures 
represent  the  total  output  of  wild  silk  in  Fengtien,  the  southern 
province  of  Manchuria,  to  which  this  industry  is  practically  con- 
fined, for  silk  finds  its  way  by  junk  down  the  Ya-lu,  as  well  as 
from  several  places  on  the  seaboard  west  of  that  river.  In  open- 
ing up  new  agricultural  land  to  the  west  of  the  Ya-lu,  too,  the  new 
colonists  are  paying  special  attention  to  oak  culture,  and  the  zone 
of  sericulture  is  being  extended  northwards. 

Next  to  silk  in  order  to  their  value,  are  ginseng  (30,828/.),  ^"^^ 
medicines  (21,214/.),  melon-seeds  (10,026/.),  samshu  or  spirits  ^^P^**^ 
(9,380/.),  dried  prawns  and  shrimps  (8,079/.),  young  deer  horns 
(6,411/.),  tobacco  leaf  (6,217/.),  castor  oil  (6,806/.),  dog-skin  rugs 
(5,046/.),  sesamum  seed  (4,838/.),  dog-skin  mats  (4,894/.),  small 
millet  (5,713/.),  bristles  (4,533/.),  vermicelli  and  macaroni 
(4,114/.),  and  other  minor  products,  with  a  total  value  of  170,550/. 

The  import  and  export  of  treasure  are  recorded  in  a  separate  Xnasiira* 
table  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  but  silver  and  gold  are 
as  much  articles  of  trade  as  piece-goods  and  beancake,  and  must 
be  taken  into  account  when  dealing  with  the  total  trade  of  a 
country  or  of  a  port.  The  import  of  silver  at  Newchwang  was 
exceptionally  heavy  in  1898.  It  amounted  to  6,392,905  Haikwan 
taels  (913,272/.),  and  was  destined  to  meet,  for  great  part,  the 
wages  of  the  coolies  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Chinese 
Eastern  or  Manchurian  Kailway.  Much  of  this  is  spent  in  food, 
becomes  part  of  the  trade  of  Manchuria,  and  enables  the  sellers  to 
become  buyers  of  imports  whether  of  foreign  or  native  origin.  In 
addition  to  silver,  copper  cash  of  the  value  of  4,000  Haikwan  taels 
(572/.)  were  imported.  Gold  of  the  value  of  1,035,020  Haikwan 
taels  (147,930/.)  and  consisting  of  bars  of  the  value  of  941,020 
Haikwan  taels  (134,432/.),  shoes  of  the  value  of  92,690  Haikwan 
taels  (13,241/.),  and  dust  of  the  value  of  1,800  Haikwan  taels 
(257/.)  were  exported,  besides  silver  of  the  value  of  465,812  Haik- 
wan taels  (66,545/.).  It  will  l)e  seen,  therefore,  that  the  dealings 
in  treasure  amounted  to  a.  net  total  import  of  the  value  of 
4,895,583  Haikwan  taels,  (699.512/.). 

The  total  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  in  1898  Shipping  and 
was  827,770  tons,  made  up  of  36  sailing  vessels  of  19,828  tons,  pa»Mnger 
and  936  steamers  of  807,942  tons.    This  tonnage  is  the  highest  on  *"^  °" 
record,  and  the  chief  peculiarity  regarding  it  is  the  falling-off  in 
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all  flags  except  the  Japanese  anil  Cliinese,  which  have  increased, 
especially  the  former.  In  189G,  the  total  British  tonnage  entered 
and  cleared  amounted  to  358,118  tons,  in  1897  it  was  363,922 
tons,  and  309,612  tons  in  1898,  while  the  Japanese  was  57,280 
tons  in  1896,  85,954  tons  iu  1897,  and  201,912  tons  in  1898,  or 
about  24  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  In  my  report  for  1896  I  men- 
tioned that,  after  the  war  between  China  and  Japan,  the  Japanese 
bought  up  a  uuml>er  of  Norwegian  and  German  steamers  which 
were  trading  on  the  coast  of  China,  and  many  of  tliese  are  now 
engaged  in  tiie  great  bean  and  beancake  trade  which  has  recently 
sprung  up  between  Manchuria  and  Japan.  Needless  to  say,  these 
steamers  had  trading  facilities  in  Japan  which  other  flags  did  not 
posseps.  They  could  load  and  ship  cargoes  at  any  place  on  the 
coast,  whereas  other  flags  were  confined  to  the  treaty  ports.  In 
1898  as  many  as  43,961  native  passengers  arrived  from  other 
Chinese  ports,  Chefoo  and  Tientsin  accounting  for  28,555  and 
14,595  respectively,  and  23,658  left  the  port,  17,406  for  Chefoo, 
and  6,134  for  Tientsin.  In  ordinary  years  about  30,000  arrive 
from  Chefoo,  and  from  2,000  to  3,000  from  Tientsin  ;  but  the 
recruiting  ground  for  the  Manchurian  railway  is  at  the  latter  port, 
and  hence  the  increased  numbers  from  Tientsin.  Many  of  the 
labourers  are,  of  course,  Shantung  men  who  have  found  their  way 
to  Tientsin  for  the  purpose.  If  more  families  would  leave  the 
banks  of  the  Yellow  liiver  and  settle  in  Manchuria,  it  would  be 
better  for  themselves  and  better  for  the  rich  agricultural  lands  of 
these  three  rich  provinces  now  awaiting  the  plough  and  the  hoe. 
There  is  still  room  for  many  millions  if  they  care  to  work. 

Since  I  left  this  port  in  1897,  many  changes  have  taken  place 
in  it  and  in  its  surroundings.  In  my  report  for  1896  I  mentioned 
the  erection  of  a  bean-mill  with  foreign  machinery  manufactured 
in  Hong-Kong,  and  I  stated  that  if  it  proved  a  success,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  rival  mills  would  be  started.  Such 
has  proved  the  case,  and  a  larger  mill  of  the  same  type  is  now  in 
course  of  construction,  and  is  already  turning  out  bean-cakes  and 
bean-oil  in  limited  quantities.  The  estimate  of  4,000  cakes  a  day 
for  the  older  mill  has  proved  somewhat  high,  and  I  understand 
that  3,000  cakes  are  nearer  the  actual  out-turn.  This  mill  has 
been  fitted  with  a  windmill  supplied  by  the  Aermoter  Company  of 
Chicago,  and  utilised  for  pumping  water  from  the  river.  Both 
mills  have  likewise  been  fitted  with  the  electric  light.  In 
September  1897,  another  windwill  supplied  by  the  same  company 
was  put  up  to  drive  a  flourmill,  but  this  venture  has  not  proved 
a  success  and  work  has  been  suspended.  A  Japanese  and  an 
extra  British  concession  have  been  granted  by  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment on  the  right  bank  of  the  Liao  opposite  the  town  of 
Newchwang,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  terminus  of  the 
Shan-hai-kuan-Newchwang  railway,  but  diflBculties  have  arisen  in 
regard  to  their  exact  position  and  extent,  and  they  have  not  yet 
been  settled. 

In  1897,  I  wrote  that  "the  construction  of  the  proposed 
railway  (i.e.,  by  the  Chinese  Government)  from  Newchwang  to 
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Kirin,  would  give  a  great  impetus  to  trade  and  its  extension  Bussian  i 
southwards  to  Ta-lien-wan  bay,  just  north  of  Port  Arthur,  which  Chinese, 
is  open  to  navigation  aU  the  year  round,  would  tend  still  further 
to  develop  the  valuable  resources  of  the  whole  of  Manchuria/' 
These  words  were  penned  after  Bussia  had  obtained  permission  to 
join  the  Trans-Bailcal  and  Southern  Ussuri  sections  of  the  Trans- 
Siberian  Eailway  by  a  line  through  the  Heilung-chiang  and  Kirin 
provinces,  but  before  the  occupation  of  the  south  of  the  Liao-tung 
Peninsula,  and  the  construction  of  a  line  from  Port  Arthur  to  the 
Manchurian  section  of  the  Trans-Siberian  Eailway  had  been 
mooted.  This  southern  section  is  now  being  built  under  Russian 
auspices,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  rails  will  be  laid  from  Port 
Arthur  to  Moukden  by  the  end  of  October  or  beginning  of 
November  of  the  present  year.  A  branch  line  runs  from  this  port 
(the  terminus  is  nearly  three  miles  from  the  port)  eastwards  to  a 
place  called  Ta-shih-ch'iao  some  17  miles  distant,  and  on  the 
trunk  line  of  the  southern  section  of  the  railway,  and  railway 
materials  are  brought  here  by  steamer  carried  along  the  branch 
line  and  distributed  north  and  south  from  Ta-shih-ch'iao.  A 
number  of  rock  cuttings  have  to  be  made  on  the  selected  track  in 
the  south  of  the  peninsula,  and  as  soon  as  the  line  from  Port 
Arthur  to  Moukden  is  completed  the  materials  wUl  be  forwarded 
over  this  line  direct  from  Port  Arthur.  From  Moukden  the  line 
will  run  northwards  past  T'ieh-ling,  K'ai-yiian,  Ch'ang  t'u  Fu,  and 
FSng-hua-Hsien  and  Ch'ang-ch'ien  Fu  (K'uan-ch'Sng-tzii),  and 
follow  the  winter  mid  road  to  Shuang-ch'gng  Ting  and  the  right 
bank  of  the  Sung-hua-Chiang  or  Sungari,  to  the  south  of  Hulan. 
The  eastern  section  from  Vladivostock  which  crosses  the  Man- 
churian frontier  at  San-Ch'a-kou  and  will  pass  a  few  miles  to  the 
north  of  Ninguta,  go  westward  to  Yi-mien-p'o,  and  north-west  to 
A-shih-ho,  leaving  that  town  on  its  left,  will  join  the  southern 
section  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Sungari.  The  junction  is  really 
efifected  at  a  place  called  Har-erh-pin  (Harbin)  some  six  miles  to 
the  south  of  the  river.  Railway  materials  are  being  landed  on  the 
bank  of  the  Sungari,  and  work  is  being  pushed  forward  along 
the  eastern  section  as  well  as  southwards  to  K'uan  ch'Sng-tzu. 
The  Sungari  has  to  be  bridged  near  the  junction  and  the  track 
will  then  pass  Hulan,  Tsi-tsi-har,  and  cross  the  Hsing-an  range 
and  the  Argun  River  to  Nerchensk.  It  is  expected  that  all  these 
lines  will  be  completed  in  less  than  four  years.  The  port  of 
Newchwang  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  liao  River,  and  so 
is  the  terminus  of  the  Russian  or  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  and 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  and  a  little  to  the  west  of  the 
port  is  the  terminus  of  the  Shan-hai-kuan-Newchwang  railway 
which  is  financed  by  the  Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai  Banking 
Corporation.  The  termini  of  the  two  railways  are  about  four 
miles  apart,  and  well  within  sight  of  each  other.  At  the  present 
time  raUs  are  laid  in  the  Shan-hai-kuan-Newchwang  line  as  far  as 
Chin-chou  Fu  and  the  earthworks  from  the  latter  place  to  this 
port  are  practically  completed,  and  it  is  expected  that  rails  will  be 
laid  to  Newchwang  and  communication  opened  with  Peking  by 
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NEWCHWANG. 


Sailways 
trade. 


The  mints  of 
Manchuria. 


Exchange. 


January  1,  1900.  Kou-p*ang-tzu,  a  place  56  miles  to  the  north- 
west of  this  port,  will  be  the  junction  of  the  extension  to  Hsin- 
min-T'ing,  a  distance  of  68  miles.  The  Ta-ling  Eiver,  20  miles 
north  by  east  of  Chin-chou,  has  to  be  crossed  by  a  bridge  1,000 
yards  in  length. 
iki»d  The  question  is  being  asked  here,  what  eflfect  will  these  rail- 
ways have  upon  the  trade  of  Manchuria  and  on  the  port  of 
Newchwang?  To  my  mind,  the  answer  is  that  they  will  bring 
about  an  enormous  development  of  the  trade  of  Manchuria 
provided  differential  taxation  and  preferential  railway  rates  are 
not  allowed  to  strangle  its  growth.  That  the  railways  will  afford 
cheap  and  speedy  transport  for  the  agricultural  labour  annually 
required  in  the  interior  of  Manchuria  and  tend  to  a  steady  settle- 
ment of  the  country  and  to  its  consequent  prosperity  and  wealth 
will  not  be  doubted  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the  conditions 
under  which  individuals  and  whole  families  at  present  proceed  into 
the  far  interior  to  till,  sow,  and  reap.  They  will  end  the  painful 
sight  of  men,  women,  and  children,  footsore  and  weary,  struggling 
day  after  day  to  accomplish  20  of  the  several  100  miles  they  have 
undertaken  to  compete  in  search  of  bread.  They  will  put  a  stop 
to  much  misery  and  suffering. 

There  are  now  two  mints  in  Manchuria  at  the  cities  of  Kirin 
and  Moukden,  turning  out  dollars  and  subsidiary  silver  coins. 
The  latter  are  already  doing  much  to  relieve  the  stress  in  the 
interior  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  copper  cash,  and  they  are  taking 
the  place  of  paper  money  which,  owing  to  failures  of  native  banks, 
is  now  looked  upon  with  considerable  suspicion. 

In  converting  into  sterling  the  silver  values  given  in  the 
customs  returns,  I  have  adopted  the  rate  circulated  by  Her 
Majesty's  Commercial  Attach^  at  Shanghai,  of  7  Haikwan  taels 
equal  to  1/.  sterling,  or  1  Haikwan  tael  equal  to  2$.  10-^. 
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Annex  1. — Ueturn  of  Trincipal  Articles  of  Import  at  Xewchwang 
during  the  Years  1897-98. 


ArUdM. 

Foreign  imporii— 

Opium,  Malwa      ...        , 

Lbs. 

„       Pama       

jj 

Cotton  goods— 

Balyarines,  dyed         

Pieces 

Blankets 

n 

„        Japanese      

11 

„          Tarkej  red 

N 

Camlets      

Canras        

Boita 

Cashmeres,  printed         

Pieces 

Checks,  dyed        

„ 

Chintzes  and  fomitarsi 

Cloth,  Japanese    

II 

Cord 

Lbs. 

„    Japanese     

Cottonades    and    cottons,   on- 

•1 

classed     

Pieces 

Crape,  Japanese 

i» 

Cretonne     ...       .^       

It 

Crimps        

11 

„       Japanese 

II 

Damasks,  white 

11 

Drills- 

Indian     M. 

11 

Dutch      

II 

American 

II 

Enidlsh    .„       

II 

Dyed       

It 

Duck           

ft 

Figures,  dyed       

If 

Flannel       

It 

„      Japenese 

ft 

Handkerchieis      

Doseos 

„           Japanese 

».  " 

Irishes,  white        ^ 

Pieoes 

Italians,  plain  and  figured 

«f 

Jeans,  English      

tt 

„      American 

•1 

Lastlngs,  plain  and  figured 

f» 

Lawns         

tt 

Lenoe,  white         

>i 

„     dyed          

ft 

Lustres,  dyed        

t» 

It 

MeU  cords 

tt 

ft 

Muslins       ...        

ft 

Prints,  plain         

ft 

Sheetings— 

English 

ft 

Indian     

„ 

American 

•1 

Japanese 

Shirtings— 

II 

Grey  and  plain 

II 

wKite'^  pSJ^"^ :;;     ;;; 

If 

It 

ft 

Figured,  brocaded,  and  spotted 

tt 

Turkey  red        

II 

It 

T-doihs— 

32-inch     

ti 

Indian     

ft 

Japanese 

II 

Printed 

_  tt 

Thread        

Lbs. 

Ticks           

Pieces 

Towels        M 

Dosens 

Twills,  printed**  Z       Z 

Pieces 

1897. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

1,467 

1,096 

9,687 

7,168 

2,264 

1,617 

2,720 

1,749 

... 

80 

11 

"*878 

'"  81 

840 

80 

ai787 

896 

10.123 

1,214 

... 

100 

33 

'4;«27 

1,641 

4,948 

1,888 

1                18 

8 

•M   t 

6 

7 

*  16 

17 

1,740 

871 

800 

53 

610 

804 

60 

80 

!»K^ 

2,962 

1,944 

1,071 

4,227 

502 

542 

66 

.}»SS 

87 

3.200 

162 

11,200 

867 

16,988 

1,112 

811 

128 

6,847 

587 

1,987 

813 

2,006 

402 

1,724 

1,798 

1,304 

1.188 

284 

208 

280 
1 

29 

1 

i,'048 
... 

'"284 

1,980 

768 

1,695 

670 

460 

214 

849,196 

176,700 

367;916 

18ii486 

... 

... 

1,650 

731 

48 

15 

80 

81 

... 

... 

20 

10 

«.* 

... 

1,330 

866 

^^IS 

1,167 

5.486 

2,267 

90 

22 

143 

87 

^•S 

Hll 

32,438 

8,528 

Jtg9 

378 

824 

66 

6,466 

8,464 

6,446 

^I»S5i 

18,079 

40,104 

28,646 

JJS 

2,174 

13,560  1 

6,096 

«i»i®? 

1.871 

8,880 

1,416 

28,264 

14,407 

22,781 

12,428 

1,241 

870 

1,680 

406 

260 

64 

60 

17 

290 

86 

80 

9 

*»i^J 

682 

699 

360 

240 

118 

869 

169 

40 

19 

^5I2 

626 

T,400 

"*19l 

1,818 

689 

1,860 

850 

11,670 

4,474 

18,896 

10,117 

9,890 

6,008 

16,880 

7,446 

81,440 

12,878 

9,780 

8,892 

666,107 
1,080 

288,808 
497 

625,982 
260 

807,744 
111 

^^}S 

**»^ 

96,351 

88,873 

100 

86 

1.000 

848 

26.889 
40 

9,721 
16 

38,928 

13.901 

8,276 

1,888 

i;680 

"*766 

660 

844 

720 

366 

880 

487 

870 

436 

18 

12 

24 

18 

10,846 

2,442 

22,345 

6,107 

9,000 

2,091 

6,840 

1^668 

... 

150 

84 

2.501 

"888 

2,939 

980 

7,867 

476 

9^783 

530 

860 

147 

820 

165 

'!'£! 

8,278 

81,628 

8,480 

?»S? 

200 

?756 

216 

1,098 

491    ' 

8,128 

1,341 
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NKWCHWANG. 


"Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Newchang  during  the 
Years  1897-98— continued. 


1897. 


Articlei. 


Quuitlty. 


YiUae. 


Foreign  imports— continiud. 

Velveteens 

VelTets 
Tarn— 

EnftHsh 

Indian      

Japanese 

Woollen  goods — 

Blankets 

Camleu,  Englisli         

„        Dutch 

Cloth- 
Broad,  mediom,  and  habit... 
Italian,  plain,  and  flgored  ... 

nussian 

Union,  or  poncho     

Flannel 

Lastings,  plain  and  flgored    ... 

Long  ells 

Mixtures,  woollen  and  cotton 

Soanish  stripes 

Tarn        

MetaU- 
Bntfs,  tubes,  old 

II    wire        

Brassware  

Copper— 

Bar  and  rod 

Ingou  ...       

Sheets  and  plates      

Slabs,  Japan 

Wire     

Old        

Copperware,  nnclassed 
Iron- 
Anchors  and  chains 

Bar       

Hoop 

MaUrod  

Nails 

Fig  and  ItenUedge    

Screws 

Sheets  and  plates     

i«  If     c^Tanlsed 

Wiw     

Old- 
Cart  tyres   .»        

Hoops         *    ... 

Horse-shoes 

Plates         

Ballwaj  spikes      

Scraps         .^        

Tubes 

Wire 


Pieces 
*« 

Cwts. 


Pairs 
Pieces 


Cwtt. 


4,006 
1,296 


166,99ft 

2i,ni 

18     ' 
420 
20 

ao4 

7,748 
980 
64     . 

26     I 

7,600     ' 

4,466    I 

1|440     , 

606 


S14 
"161 


466  i 

2,268  I 

82  , 

76  i 

4  I 


7,607 

679 

36,919 

406 


TJndassed 

Ironware,  nnclassed     , 

Lead,  pigs         

,,     sheets      , 

Nickel      

<^ck8ilTer        

Spelter     

Steel- 
Bars     ., 

Plate  cnttingB 

Sheets  and  plates      

Wire 

Tin,  Blabs » 

Tinplatee 

„       colonred    and     de- 
corated   

White  metal  (German  sUrei) .. 
„  wire         

TeUow     metal,   sheeu     and 


8,682 
1,860 

2,164 
886,848 

46,628 

16 

1,126 

89 

l,36<t 
8,484 
4,478 
118 
88 
18,646 
4,686 
1,466 
1,864 
1,188 

228 

'"630 


1,233 
6,066     I 
228     , 

118    I 
20 


2,117 
223 

9,967 
211 


1898. 


Quantity. 


1 

8,200 

661 

„ 

I*               ••• 

'iiiM 

*i;796 

„ 

93 

67 

u 

2,179 

1,466 

»•             •• 

10,683 

2,030 

II             ••• 

2,693 

696 

II             ••• 

64,668 

11,926 

11 

80.476 

6,000 

II             ••* 

6,767 

1,102 

It 

11,844 

1,826 

fl 

19,643 

3,414 

H 

1,267 

264 

„                    ... 

429 

88 

II                    ••• 

23,200 

4,102 

If                    ••• 

268 

160 

II                     ••• 

2,629 

1,682 

If 

163 

149 

ft                    ••• 

*"  64 

"'732 

It 

1,429 

964 

fl 

4,746 

8,060 

„ 

680 

119 

tt                    ••• 
ft                    ••• 

"'988 

'2;904 

806 

376 

II                    ••• 

60 

87 

712 

8,701 

If                    ••• 

263 

822 

fl                     ••• 

301 

764 

3,312 


1,043 

163,639 

17,076 

4 

240 

20 

296 

10,467 

840 

*  10 

4,380 

6,360 

300 

391 

61 


1,198 

80 
866 

384 

8,788 
92 
70 


170 

9,S4b 

1,120 

29,046 

392 

4,366 

2 

6,048 

168 
2,604 

16,846 
4,062 

82,116 

28,611 
6,980 
7,386 

27,787 

1)363 

693 

40,336 

678 

6,392 

**'  21 

62 

1,206 

6,712 

1,834 

62 

2 

911 

2,783 

30 
969 

606 

763 


Value. 


2,839 
770 

2,796 
401,082 
42,607 

696 
77 

1,264 
10,100 
3,942 

"  '  23 

7,509 

6,101 

302 

838 

726 


62 

6,664 

191 

1,430 

1,032 

8,076 

267 

142 

76 
3,366 

403 
8,^8 

267 

732 

6 

2,134 

116 
1,982 

3,117 

827 

6,376 

6,274 

1,495 

1,121 

6,277 

268 

168 

6,469 

290 

4,006 

"*143 
740 
917 

3,829 
337 

9 

9 

2,789 

1,414 

27 
6,348 
1,692 

1,807 
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Eetqrx  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Xewchwang  during  the 
Years  1897-98— continued. 


1897. 

1898. 

Articles. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

ForeIi?n  Importfl— continued. 

* 

£ 

Metals— continned. 

Yellow  metal,  old         

Cwtt.       ... 

... 

60 

66 

Zinc         

... 

6 

7 

Unclaascd           

... 

"'  80 

'     42 

675 

416 

Sundries- 

Clocks      

Pieces 

6.070 

1,889 

6,749 

1,790 

Ores,  aniline     

Glass,  window 

... 

... 

14,897 

... 

44,246 

Boxes      ... 

7,769 

4,148 

4,989 

2,851 

Hides,  cow         

Cwts.       ... 

919 

2,299 

508 

1,098 

Isinglass 

„           ... 

286 

1,043 

516 

2,665 

Lead,  white       

,, 

1,629 

1,787 

1,663 

1,898 

Machinery         

... 

... 

1,005 

11,121 

Matches,  wood,  European     ... 

Grots 

86,400 

4,086 

24!660 

2,976 

„            Japanese    ... 

It          ••• 

222,626 

7,218 

367,800 

10,603 

Medicines          

4,041 

3,517 

Needles 

Mille"      ... 

179i250 

4,637 

143|000 

3,438 

Oil,  kerosine— 

American       

GaUona    ... 

2,046,000 

43,492 

1,730,000 

32,963 

Bu«slan          

„ 

46,000 

921 

92,000 

1,207 

Japanese        

„         ... 

16,000 

290 

... 

... 

Paper       

Railway  plant  and  materials  ... 

Cwts.       ... 

2,881 

3,644 

2,669 

3,676 

... 

... 

... 

73,612 

Sapan-wood       

Cwts. 

4^298 

1,238 

1,033 

810 

Seaweed,  1st  quality    

»»           ••• 

4,457 

1,236 

8,021 

2,607 

2nd     „         

t. 

45,367 

6,810 

94,757 

13,645 

Sharks'  fins,  white       

110 

493 

J39 

688 

Skins  Han),  fox          .''.       '.'.'. 

?&<»  ::: 

69 

1,087 

89 

1,847 

8,001 

3,320 

14,118 

4,960 

„            racoon    

11          ••• 

31,133 

1,861 

32,279 

2,248 

Sugar- 

Brown  

Cwts. 

82,666 

32.180 

16,299 

6,854 

White 

„           ... 

ll,05f 

7,843 

17.271 

18,629 

Refined          

II           ••• 

65:: 

661 

10,020 

8,608 

Candy  

„           ... 

2^0 

240 

216 

193 

Telegraphic  materials 

... 

•  a. 

... 

899 

Vermilion          

Cwts."      ... 

819 

3,062 

126 

1,506 

Native  imports- 

Bamboo  brooms    

Pieces      ... 

622,999 

1.560 

388,975 

1,441 

Books,  printed      

Cwta. 

1,010 

2,279 

1,382 

3,318 

Brassware 

II 

1,242 

4,049 

979 

3,621 

Buttons,  brass       

M                      ••• 

902 

5,080 

1,046 

5.648 

„         cap,  coral,  and  glass  ... 

Pieces  •  ... 

841,274 

1,660 

376,230 

1,826 

China  root 

Cwts.       ... 

971 

1,086 

442 

462 

Chinaware,  fine     

11           ••• 

669 

1,880 

416 

1,254 

„           coarse 

II 

2,829 

4,246 

817 

1,807 

Cloth,  native,  and  nankeens     ... 

„ 

11,661 

71,910 

16,131 

96,786 

Coal 

Tons 

13,703 

10,293 

20,260 

13,661 

Cotton,  raw          

Cwts.       ... 

49,246 

69,672 

96,990 

149,283 

n       y«ni         

i» 

6,426 

11,602 

12,471 

29,917 

Fans,  paper 

Pieces      ... 

666,931 

4,798 

628,453 

4,282 

Ginger,  green       

Grass-doth,  fine 

Cwta. 

8,412 

1,045 

4,446 

670 

II 

149 

1,300 

160 

1,269 

„           coarse          

11           ••• 

466 

2,016 

479 

2,800 

Gypsum       

8,446 

1,151 

1,143 

187 

Indigo,  liquid       

II 

4,995 

3,100 

6.617 

8,006 

Jadestoneware      

... 

2,280 

... 

2,894 

Lead,  white           

Cwta."      ... 

8,366 

8,949 

1,188 

1,842 

„     yellow         

11 

1,198 

1,394 

1,068 

1,301 

Medicines 

... 

12,051 

11,240 

Nutgalls      

Cwts. 

611 

l,4dl 

823 

2,172 

Oil,  wood 

11           ••• 

4,861 

5,052 

4,961 

4,806 

Opium  lamps        

Pieces 

69,110 

1,789 

76,061 

2,116 

„      pipea,  Ac 

1,C03 

... 

662 

Paper— 

iBt  quality          

Cwts. 

9.369 

13.703 

8,418 

10,102 

2nd     „              

11 

81,694 

16,553 

24,831 

11,919 

Joss         

11           ••• 

6,466 

11,067 

1,761 

2,896 

Pipes,  brass  and  white  metal    ... 

2.385 

•  M 

1,562 

Preserves    

CwU."      ... 

4i6n 

.4,484 

2,626 

2,486 

Rice 1      

,, 

28,146 

10,059 

10,019 

4,766. 

Sheetings 

Pieces      ... 

11,480 

5,656 

2,660 

1,134 

Silk  piece-goods 

Cwts.       ... 

1,276 

79,880 

1,182 

78,001 

Skins  (furs),  racoon        

Pieces      ... 

693 

2,240 

42,326 

3.028 
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BrrURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  XewcLwang  during  the 
Years  1897-98 — continued. 


1897. 


ArtklM. 


y«tfT« 


Brown 

WhiM 

Candj 

Tcft,Mack 


Cwti. 


prcpsnd 
UmbreDaa.  fmptr  ... 
Wax,  white ...        ^ 
Wood  wart  ...        ... 


Cwta. 


Qnaiiqr. 

ValM. 

Q-ntity. 

Vatae. 

£ 

£ 

8M» 

M.tt8 

7S,2» 

»!,» 

».77€ 

20,984 

SM06 

t&,ie 

Mil 

7,070 

1.4» 

2.944 

i.Obe 

C,110 

4» 

t^w 

S,Sdl 

21.W0 

M74 

a9.4K 

t.7M 

t.486 

512 

in 

12.0W 

U.7S7 

9,f2» 

t4.»4 

M,J50 

2.1&3 

M,4ao 

I.CIJ 

in 

4.121 

m 

«.7W 

tIM 

NJ»7 

•24 

i,«w 

Annex  II. — Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Newchwang  during  the  Years  1897-98. 


▲nialaa. 

1 

1897. 

1898. 

Cwts. 

QMBtity. 

Value. 

Qnantltj. 

VahM. 

Beana— 
Black          ...        ...       ... 

»,93^7r 

688,066    0 

4,899,787 

£ 
828,«74 

M 

I57,ftS7 

66,480    0 

416,118 

82.764 

OffMD           -         ...        .^ 

l,117,U9 

t80.116    0 

1,480,206 

348,249 

M      MBan          

tt 

74,574 

21,046    0 

88,694 

26,612 

Bed  ...       ...        ...        ... 

2,80» 

662    0 

8,684 

981 

White          ...        «. 

II           •■• 

2S1.7t9 

61,748    0 

296,706 

78,a» 

Yellow 

2.82«,ft02 

629,662    0 

2,790,241 

669.689 

Booea,  cow  and  refoat 

„ 

14,070 

1.821     0 

14,663 

1,416 

Brialles          

II          ••• 

016 

6,888    0 

848 

4,688 

Coal     ...       ......•« 

2 

2  10 

Fibrat,  aboIttoB       

Cwta.       !!! 

710 

206    0 

l,lSt 

"440 

..       hemp...        .„       ... 
Flah,  dried  and  aalted 

II              ••• 

617 

608    0 

878 

278 

It 

S,368 

1,877    0 

6,412 

1,9M 

Oinaeng—                         , 

NaUfe 

fl            •« 

1,609 

20,689    0 

2,272 

26,024 

Beard          ...        ...        ... 

II              ••• 

887 

8,278    0 

627 

8.768 

WUd 

Lba. 

168 

1,467    0 

117 

1,041 

Hair,  horae  taiU       ^ 

Cwta.       «. 

&29 

2,687    0 

886 

i;661 

„    Baooon... 



77 

1,402    0 

44 

682 

Home,  deer,  young 

Palra 

1,481 

6,631    0 

1,776 

6.411 

Jadeftone,  coane     

Cwts.       ... 

6,900 

1,296    0 

4,278 

822 

Job's  tean      

If          ••• 

2.4J2 

1,784    0 

8,621 

8.182 

Uqnorlce        

ti 

1,967 

1.880    0 

1,640 

764 

Mati,peed      

Piecea     .„ 

106,726 

1,816    0 

112,906 

1,019 

... 

14,060    0 

21,214 

Millet 

Cwto. 

1,426 

2,898    0 

.,     ■mall    ... 
Oil,  bean        ...        ...       ... 

„ 

22,966 

73,464    0 

ia;699 

92;616 

ft          ••• 

89,426 

4,964    0 

8,101 

6.806 

„    caator     

fl 

6,092 

1,186    0 

1,290 

648 

2,726 

7.468    0 

17,867 

7.681 

Prawna  and  shrimpa,  dried... 

II 

12,102 

4,809    0 

86,726 

6.718 

Samihu          

II 

16,890 

7,676    0 

17,161 

9.880 

Seed,  melon 

19,869 

12,456    0 

20,748 

10.026 

,,     MMunam         

Silk,  raw,  wild 

If          — 

6,166 

2,936    0 

10,628 

4.888 

11,061 

204,728    0 

9,842 

179,364 

„    refuae     ... 

If          •^ 

2,188 

8,024    0 

4.692 

16.891 

Sinews,    deer,    oow,    and 

buffalo 

fl 

801 

1,926    0 

977 

2.121 

SlUn  (fur),  dothinfc 

Pieces 

7,662 

1,601    0 

14,430 

4,881 

„   mats,  dog 

fl 

72,049 

6,8J7    0 

60,010 

4,887 

„       „     goat 

ti          •- 

16,697 

1,418    0 

6.166 

642 

„   rugs,  dog         

II 

16,816 

8,588    0 

42,980 

6,046 

„   (furs),  goat,  raw 

„          ... 

81,794 

1,462    0 

26,246 

469 

„       M     •ablea    

ff 

1.470 

1,762    0 

124 

124 

Tobacco,  leaf ...        ^       ... 

Cwt^       ... 

8,026 

2,726    0 

7,669 

6,217 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni    ... 

ft          ••• 

6,214 

3,262    0 

6.866 

4.114 
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Annex  III.— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Newchwang  direct  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1897-98. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1897. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

£ 

£ 

£                  £ 

Great  Britain  .. 

1,365 

774 

2,627               2,229 

Hong-Kong 

60,102 

61,767 

184,421              84,279 

Sritish  America 

, , 

, , 

3,429 

United  States  .. 

, , 

.. 

278       !             127 

Continent  of  Europe  .. 

,, 

.. 

315       ' 

Kusflian  Manchuria     •  • 

818 

229 

6,687      1       24,408 

Corea 

2,257 

8,860 

7,912      !         7,826 

Japan    

756,907 

947,261 

41,499       1        84,555 

„      Formosa           • « 

5,202 

7,156 

241       1 

Other  foreign  countries 

•• 

•• 

..                          84 

Total     .. 

826,651 

1,025,546 

243,976 

206,887 

Annex  IV. — Eeturn  of  all  Vessels,  Foreign  Owned,  or  of  Foreign 
Type,  which  have  entered  the  Port  of  Newchwang  during  the 
Year  1898. 


Safi!^. 

Steitti. 

Total. 

Nacionallcy. 

Number  of 
VeMels. 

Tons. 

"W.?' 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

German     

French      

Dutch        

Danish      

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Baseian      

Japanese 

American 

Chinese     

12 
2 

"i 

6,623 
894 

2,497 

166 
62 

3 
2 

43 

4 
122 

**86 

164.806 

43.006 

609 

2,466 

1,018 

32,472 

1,726 

100,966 

67,012 

168 
64 

1 
3 
2 

48 

4 
122 

4 
86 

161,329 

43,900 

609 

2,466 

1,018 

32,472 

1,726 

100,966 

2,497 

67,012 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding ... 

18 
19 

9,914 
9,671 

468 
414 

408,971 
866,9]  1 

486 
433 

413,886 
866,482 

Non.— The  clearances  for  1898  were  exactly  the  same  as  the  entries. 
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Beport  on  the  Trade  of  Hangchow  for  the  Year  1898 
By  Mr,  Acting-Consitl  Werner. 

(Beo«iyed  at  Foreign  Office,  December  30, 1899.) 

The  port  of  Hangchow  has  now  been  open  to  foreign  trade  for  '^'otal  knAm^ 
two  years  and  three  months,  so  that  this  is  the  first  occasion  on 
which  it  is  possible  to  compare  the  trade  of  one  complete  year 
with  that  of  its  predecessor.  With  the  reservation  that  the 
portion  of  the  trade  which  passes  through  the  Imperial  Maritime 
Customs  does  not  represent  the  whole  trade  of  the  port,  statistics : 
ol  \yhich  do  not  exist,  it  may  be  said  that  the  net  value  of  the 
trade  during  1898  shows  an  increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year 
of  322,860  Haikuan  taels,  if  reckoned  in  local  currency,  but  a 
decrease  of  677Z.  Is.,  if  reckoned  in  sterling,  the  difference  being 
due  to  the  lower  value  of  the  tael  in  1898.*  The  total  figures 
were:  in  1897,  7,670,619  Haikuan  taels  (1,142,602/.  12s.  bd.)]  in 
1898,  7,993,479  Haikuan  taels  (l,141,925i  lU  5d.). 

Of  the  total  net  trade  during  1898,  2,960,234  Haikuan  taels 
or.  422,890Z.  lis.  5rf.  represented  the  imports,  and  5,033,24^ 
Haikuan  taels  or  719,035Z.  the  exports. 

The  value  of  the  foreign  goods  imported  from  Hong-Kong  and  Imporu. 
Chinese  ports  was  297,839Z.  5s.  8A,  an   increase  over   1897   of 
110,219i  14s.  2d.,  and  of  the  native  produce  from  Chinese  ports 
(chiefly  Shanghai,  Newchwang,  Tientsin,  Chefoo,   Canton,  and 
Swatow),  125,051/.  5s.  8rf.,  au  increase  of  89,047/.  12s.  2d. 

The  exports  were  all  of  native  origin,  and  showed  a  decrease  fixporto, 
of  109,944/.  7s.  5d.    This  decrease,  however,  as  explained  later, 
inflicates  an  apparent  and  not  a  real  decline  in  this  branch  of  the 
trade. 

The  value  of  goods  sent  into  the  interior  under  transit  pass  Tranatfenid 
sl^owed  an  increase  of  6,980/.  7s.  6(2.,  the  total  value  during  the 
y^^  being  28,026/.  2s.  lOd  The  number  of  transit  passes  issued 
wpis  3,77,2,  !>.,  911  more  than  in  1897..  The  chief  articles  for 
w]?ich  these  passes  were  used  were  American  clarified  ginseng, 
Icjad  in,  pigs  (de£|tined  for  Hui  Chou),  wooden  Japanese  matches 
(for  the  same  place),  kerosene,  chiefly  American  (for  Hui  Chou, 

*  The  aVersge  yalue  of  the  tael  during  1898  wm  one-serenth  of  1/.  sterling. 

(501)  A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ill 


i 


4  HANGCHOW. 

K'ai  Hua,  P'u  Cheng,  and  Ch'u  Chou),  and  brown  and  white  sugar 

(chiefly  for  Hui  Chou). 
^'im-  The  total  amount  of  opium  imported  was  992*10  piculs,  showing 

a  slight  increase  of  12*50  piculs.     It  consisted  almost  entirely  of 

Malwa  opium  valued  at  91,363/. 
Berenue.  The  total  amount  of  revenue  collectfj  during  the  year  was 

444,610  Haikuan  taels  or  63,515/.  14s.  M.,  an  increase  of  7,675/. 

The  items  were  as  follows  : — 


Amount. 


Import  duty 
Export  duty 
CoMt  trade  duty 
Tonnage  dues 
Transit  dues 
Opium  likin 


£      *. 

cL 

10,731     7 

6 

39,079    0 

4 

1,821  13 

8 

4    1 

7 

641    6 

0 

11,338    5 

4 

Total '      63,515  14    4 


Bullion.  The   movements   of   silver   bullion    between   Hangchow   and 

Soochow  and  Shanghai  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  the  values 
being  stated  in  Haikuan  taels  : — 


Imported  from — 

Exported  to— 

Sycee. 

Dollars. 

Sycee.       1      Dollars. 

Shaghai 

Soochow 

83,482 
295,508 

100,666 
703,000 

531,040            144,293 

1 

378,986 

I. 

808,666 

631,040            144,293 

Grand  total      .  • 

i,n 

82,651 

1,85^ 

676,333 
r,984 

<3leneral 
remarks. 


The  main  difficulty  in  the  way  of  arriving  at  definite  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  actual  state  and  prospects  of  trade  at  Hangchow 
is  the  fact  that  statistics  of  the  whole  trade  do  not  exist.  The 
multiplication  of  customs  stations  no  more  implies  an  increase  of 
trade  than  frequent  stoppages  of  a  railway  train  at  wayside 
stations  imply  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  goods  carried.  A 
very  large,  probably  the  larger  portion  of  the  trade  at  Hangchow 
does  not  pass  through  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at  all.  Only 
vessels  which  report  at  the  Foreign  Customs  in  Shanghai  report  at 
the  Hangchow  customs.  The  rest  are  under  Chinese  control  only. 
Consequently  the  native  merchants  make  their  own  terms  with 
the  likin  collectorate,  and  a  certain  proportion  of  the  legal  dues, 
instead   of  reaching  the   Provincial  Treasury,  is  shared  by  the 
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merchant  and  the  tax  collector.  Anyone  walking  in  the  streets 
of  Hangchow  cannot  but  be  struck  by  the  frequency  with  which 
he  sees  bales  of  American  drill  cloth  stamped  with  the  name  of 
the  mill  in  blue  letters,  or  of  Manchester  piece-goods  for  which 
Hangchow  is  well-known  to  be  a  large  distributing  centre,  yet  not 
one  piece  passes  through  the  Foreign  Customs.  The  city  is  also 
an  exporting  centre  for  paper,  but  very  little  of  it  comes  under 
the  observation  of  the  custom-house.  It  is  true  that  the  likin  in 
certain  parts  of  the  province  is  in  future  to  be  collected  by 
foreigners,  but  that  will  not  eflfect  the  change  desired,  since  only 
the  likin  coUectorate  in  the  six  eastern  prefectures  of  the  province 
has  been  hypothecated.  The  advantage  to  trade  of  the  opening  of 
the  port  consists  in  the  ability  of  the  merchant  to  bring  his  goods 
nearer  to  the  consumer  than  he  could  before  without  interference 
by  the  local  officials — it  is  as  if  a  covered  way  had  been  extended 
to  Hangchow  which  affords  protection  to  the  goods  until  their 
arrival  in  the  Settlement,  but  on  leaving  the  Settlement  they  are 
once  more  exposed  to  the  onslaught  of  the  native  likin  collector, 
and  are  consequently  in  proportion  more  expensive  to  the  pur- 
chaser. There  is,  on  the  one  hand,  the  foreign  merchant  willing 
to  sell,  and  on  the  other  the  native  consumer  or  distributor  willing 
to  buy  provided  the  articles  he  requires  are  cheap  and  good,  but 
the  articles  can  never  be  cheap  enough  to  cause  a  large  sale  so 
long  as  the  natural  law  of  supply  and  demand  is  violated  by 
governmental  interference.  And  since  the  evil  has  its  root  in  the 
avarice  of  the  native  official,  and  its  removal  would  involve  the 
conversion  of  a  dishonest  nature  into  an  honest  one,  it  is  obvious 
that  no  immediate  change  is  to  be  hoped  for. 

To  the  native  exporter  the  ability  to  carry  his  goods  to 
Shanghai  protected  from  further  imposts  en  route  should  prove  a 
great  advantage,  but  though  a  comparison  of  the  two  years'  trade 
does  not  indicate  that  this  method  has  been  much  used  since  the 
exports  of  native  produce  show  a  considerable  falling-oflf  compared 
with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  yet  these  low  figures  are  due  to 
quite  an  exceptional  cause,  namely,  the  too  high  value  of  tea  last 
year,  and  when  this  is  taken  into  account  it  will  be  seen  that 
native  exports  showed  in  reality  a  considerable  increase.  More- 
over, it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Chinese,  averse  from  new 
methods,  take  time  to  understand  and  adopt  them,  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  advantages  of  this  system 
are  to  some  extent,  though  probably  not  largely,  discounted  by  the 
goods  being  subjected  to  further  taxation  en  route,  in  spite  of  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  foreign  pass. 

The  increase  of  69,736  Haikuan  taels,  or  7,675/.  in  revenue  Bereim*. 
does  not  necessarily  represent  an  addition  to  the  Imperial  revenue, 
since  the  duties  collected  on  imports  and  exports  would  probably 
be  balanced  by  drawbacks  in  Shanghai  or  abstraction  from  the 
revenue  returns  of  other  places.  The  most  marked  increase  under 
this  head  was  in  import  duty  which  was  more  than  double,  and  in 
coast-trade  duty,  which  was  three  times  that  of  last  year. 
(501)  A  3 
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linports* 
Opium. 

Kerosene  oil 


i 


Bioe. 
TinaUbe. 


Matchei. 
8oap. 
Brown  nugar. 


19^atiTe 

importa. 

PreparecL 

tuktiC«  o. 
Exports. 


Tea. 


Silk  piece- 
goods. 

Paper  fans. 


Tobacco  leaf. 
Firewood. 


ShipptBf: 


Of  the  imports  the  most  valaable  item  is  still  Malwa  opium, 
which  incresksed  by  more  than  14fiOOL 

The  three  kinds  of  kerosene  oil  imported  all  showed  a  marked 
improvement.  The  American  was,  as  before,  most  in  demand, 
aearly  950,000  gallons  more  being  passed  through  the  customs. 
The  Lankat  oil  is  the  cheapest,  but  did  not  approach  the  American 
either  in  the  quantity  or  value  of  the  amount  disposed  of.  Nearly 
double  the  quantity  was,  however,  brought  to  Hangchow  during 
the  year.  Russian  (Baku)  oil  also  found  a  better  market  than  in 
1897. 

Eice  and  tin  slabs  formed  conspicuous  articles  in  the  import 
trade  of  the  year.  The  former  was  imported  to  the  value  of 
44,072/.  and  the  latter  of  27,853/.,  an  increase  of  17,578/.  The 
slabs  are  used  for  manufacturing  articles  of  household  use  such  as 
wine  cups,  candlesticks,  &c. 

Japanese  wooden  matches  were  imported  in  larger  quantities, 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  find  that  1,183  more  piculs  of  soap  were 
required  during  the  year,  the  statistics  showing  an  increase  of 
1,013/.  Three  times  the  amount  of  brown  sugar  paid  duty  at  the 
Foreign  Customs. 

Of  native  imports  the  only  one  calling  for  mention  is  prepared 
tobacco,  of  which  5,464  more  piculs  paid  duty  than  during  the 
previous  12  months. 

Tea,  silk,  and  paper  fans  form  the  staple  articles  of  export. 
With  the  exception  of  silk,  the  values  of  these  exports  fell  far 
below  those  of  last  year,  a  fact  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  excessive 
value  placed  on  tea  at  that  time,  and  a  sudden  dtop  in  1898  in 
consequence  of  United  States  legislation.  In  the  former  year, 
71,131  piculs  of  tea  were  valued  at  635,734/.  13«.,  whereas  in  the 
latter,  76,231  piculs  were  valued  only  at  272,240/.  17s,  Id.  Tak- 
ing into  account  the  difference  in  the  valuation  of  the  tea  the 
total  native  exports  really  represent  a  large  gain  instead  of  a  los& 

Silk  piece-goods  were  exported  to  the  value  of  over  276,500/., 
t.r.,  more  than  double  the  quantity  sent  away  in  1897.  The 
number  of  paper  fans  was  over  500,000  less,  and  the  value  nearly 
20,000/.  under  last  yearns  figures,  which,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
judge,  were  much  above  the  averajge  ;  otherwise,  the  decrease  is  to 
be  explained  only  on  the  supposition  that  large  quantities  of  this 
merchandise  found  some  other  way  of  reaching  their  destinations 
than  through  the  Hangchow  custom-house.  The  export  of 
tobacco  leaf  was  valued  at  over  25,000/.,  and  the  value  of  the 
firewood  which  left  the  port  was  greater  this  year  by  nearly  3,0004' 

The  Grand  Canal  is  the  only  outlet  from  Hangchow  in  the 
direction  of  Shanghai.  The  Chien  Tang  River  runs  from  the 
south-west  and  passes  to  the  east  of  the  city  into  the  sea.  The 
bore  or  tidal  wave,  which  runs  up  the  narrow  gulf  and  has  had 
the  beneficial  result  of  causing  the  authorities  to  constmct  in 
the  ''  searwall  *'  the  one  good  road  of  any  length  in  Ohina,  80  miles 
long,  25  feet  wide,  edged  with  beautiftil  trees,  and  as  level  as  a 
bilUard  table,  must  dways  prevent  the  approach  of  sba-^ing 
vessels   and    n^ative  any  hopes  of    Hangchow  becoming  the 
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flourishing  seaport  its  admirable  situation  would  otherwise  long 

since  have  made  it.     Consequently,  steam  launches  and  passenger 

and  cargo  boats  form  the  sole  method  of  transport  and  transit, 

and  in  times  of  drought  these  are  often  considerably  delayed  on 

account  of  the  shallowness  ot  the  water  at  several  places,  the  most 

serious  obstruction  being  at  a  village  named  Pang  Hsi,  about  20 

miles  distant  from  Hangchow.     The  number  of  launches  entered 

and  cleared  during  the  year  under  review  was  somewhat  less  than 

during  1897  :  841,  of  which  43  were  Japanese,  cleared  for  Shanghai, 

as   against   993  (all  Chinese)  the  year  before,  and  77  less  trips 

were  made  to  Soochow.     The  number  of  passenger  boats  decreased, 

whilst  the  number  of  cargo  boats  increased  by  nearly  1,000.     The  Passengers. 

total  number  of  foreign  passengers  was  slightly,  and  the  number 

of  native  passengers  considerably,  under  the  figures  for  last  year, 

and  there  was  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  passenger  traffic 

with  Soochow. 

The  cotton  mill  near  the  Settlement,  owned  by  a  Chinese  Cotton  milL 
syndicate,  did  good  work  during  the  year,  especially  during  the 
last  six  months.  The  total  output  of  yarn  was  2,000,000  lbs.  in 
four  counts,  16,  14,  12,  and  10.  The  counts  vary  from  10  to  24. 
The  cotton  is  sold  to  the  natives  in  the  (Jhekiang  province,  chiefly 
in  Hangchow  and  Shaohsing.  There  is  room  and  power  enough 
in  the  mill  for  10,000  extra  spindles.  The  number  now  in  use  is 
15,040.  The  want  of  skilled  labour  is  a  serious  difficulty,  but 
as  the  hands  get  better  trained  an  improved  production  is 
expected. 

The  Shih  Ching  silk  filature  also  near  the  Settlement,  which  Filature, 
had  a  brief  spell  of  life  last  year,  is  still  closed  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  getting  a  continuous  supply  of  good  cocoons. 

At  the  mint  which  was  opened  towards  the  end  of  the  year  Mint, 
before  last  for  the  coinage  of  dollars  and  subsidiary  coins,  a  large 
number  were  manufactured,  but  none  were  put  into  circulation, 
as  owing  to  the  dies  being  defective  the  superscription  was 
illegible.  The  mint  was  accordingly  closed,  but  it  is  to  be  re- 
opened in  the  spring,  when  the  old  coins  will  be  re-melted  and 
re-cast  with  better  machinery.  The  patterns  and  values  of  the 
coins  are  the  same  as  of  those  in  use  in  other  provinces. 

A  building  and  draft  chimney  were  erected  by  the  authorities  Abortive 
on  a  piece  of  ground  near  the  east  gate  of  the  city  for  a  smokeless  powder 
powder  factory.     A   German  was   engaged   at  a  high  salary  to  "*®^'y- 
superintend  the  manufacture  of  the  powder,  but  on  his  arrival  he 
had  to  wait  two  months  before  arrangements  could  be  made  to 
begin  work.     When  these  were  complete,  it  was  decided  by  the 
authorities  that  there  was  to  be  no  powder  factory  here  after  all, 
and   the   German   superintendent  was   transferred  to  Wuch'ang. 
This  is  a  typical  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  claims  are 
needlessly  made  on  the  provincial  exchec^uer,  which  will  this  year 
have  a  further  strain  put  upon  it  by  having  to  replace  400  tons  of 
powder  which  accidentally  exploded  last  December  in  the  then- 
existing  magazine  in  the  north-west  part  of  the  city. 

A  German  drill  instructor  was  engaged  towards  the  end  of  the  Foreign  drill 

instructor. 
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year  to  supervise  the  drilling  of  the  native  troops  which  have 
lately  manifested  unusual  activity. 

No  railway  has  yet  been  made,  but  steps  have  been  taken  to 
make  surveys  under  the  concession  granted  to  Messrs.  Jardine, 
Matheson  and  Ck).,  for  the  Shanghai,  Soochow,  and  Hangchow 
railway.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  line  will  be  opened  for  traflSc 
for  another  12  months  at  least. 

Some  slight  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the 
Chinese  authorities  in  constructing  roads  in  the  Settlement  The 
site  is  an  unhealthy  one,  but  as  the  work  progresses  and  the 
marshy  ground  is  filled  in,  some  improvement  will  probably  take 
place.  Owners  of  lots  do  not  show  any  inclination  to  build,  and 
the  whole  Settlement  still  has  the  barren  appearance  of  an  almost 
uninhabited  stretch  of  more  or  less  level  ground. 

From  only  two  year's  statistics  it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt 
to  predict  the  future  of  Hangchow  as  a  port  open  to  foreign  trade, 
especially  as  it  is  a  place  of  transit  rather  than  a  producing  centre. 
As  regards  foreign-owned  goods,  the  old  transit  pass  system  was 
more  advantageous  in  some  cases,  notably  in  that  of  raw  produce, 
which,  if  it  changes  its  nature  in  Shanghai,  becomes  liable  on 
exportation  to  payment  of  duty  in  addition  to  the  export  duty 
paid  at  Hangchow.  Doubtless,  since  **  time  is  money,"  the  opening 
of  the  railroad  would  to  some  extent  stimulate  tmde,  but  it  would 
only  do  this  in  the  case  of  peiishable  articles,  or  if  the  railway 
tariff  were  as  low  or  almost  as  low,  as  the  very  cheap  charges  now 
made  for  carriage  by  boat.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  railway 
charges  for  carriage  of  goods  were  so  low  as  to  undercut  the  canal 
traffic,  it  could  scarcely,  unless  the  number  of  passengers  carried 
were  very  great,  l)e  expected  to  pay  a  large  dividend,  it  any  at  all, 
for  some  years  to  come.  Possibly,  Shanghai  merchants,  finding 
the  picturesque  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  within  a  few 
hours'  run  by  rail,  might  think  it  worth  while  to  have  branch 
offices  in  the  settlement  within  easy  reach  of  their  summer 
residence*'.  The  silk  and  tea  of  the  province  are  renowned  for 
their  superior  qualities,  and  with  the  gradual  establishment  of  a 
less  biassed  system  of  native  taxation  which  would  free  imports 
from  some  of  the  many  exactions  to  which  they  are  subjected  on 
leaving  the  Settlement,  a  great  increase  in  the  trade  of  the  port 
might  be  expected.  There  is  also,  in  the  department  of  agriculture, 
a  promising  field  open  to  anyone  who  can  induce  the  natives  to 
adopt  many  ol  the  simple  labour-saving  appliances  used  in  western 
Goontries. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  for  having 
kindly  allowed  me  to  consult  his  statistics  for  the  figures  contained 
in  this  report. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  of  shipping  and  passenger 
traffic  (luring  the  year : — 
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The  gross  tonnage  of  the  launches  entered  and  cleared  was 
30,938.  That  of  the  passenger  boats  and  trading  junks  is  un- 
known : — 


To- 


Shanghai. 


Soocbow. 


Foreign.     Native.     Foreign. 


254       I    81,938 


19 


14,883 


From — 


Shanghai. 


Soochow. 


Natire.    ^  Foreign.]    Native.    '  Foreign.    Native. 


299 


39,913 


17,792 


Principal  The  principal  articles  of  import  and  export  are  shown  in  the 

imports  and    following  tables : — 

•zportB. 

Imports. 


Articles. 


FosBiair. 


Opium,  Malwa. . 

Tin'sUbs 

Matches,  wood,  Japanese 

Kerosene — 

American 

Bussian . 

Lankat 
Rice 

Soap 

Brown  sugar     . .         .  • 


Nativb. 

Bean-cakes 

„  yellow 

Oil-wood 
Tobacco,  prepared 


Piculs 

>> 
Gross 

G-allons 
Piculs 


Piculs 


Quantity. 


940-50 
7,799 
309,046 

2,483,350 

8,315 

238,900 

77,126 

6,388 

7,928 


76,241 

102,034 

10,442 

11,026 


Value. 


*.     d. 


91,363    0     0 

27,858    0    0 

9,789    5     8 


49,1G9  11  5 

11,735  14  3 

3,067  11  6 

44,072    0  0 

3,246    5  8 


4,627     8     3 


11,837  17  1 

29,152  11  5 

14,916  11  5 

26,776    6  8 


Exports. 


Articles. 


Paper  fans        •  • 
Firewood  •• 

Silk  piece-goods 
Green  tea  .  • 

Tobacco-leaf     •  • 


Pieces 
Piculs 


Quantity. 


2,626,913 

218,666 

3,871 

76,^31 

14,635 


Value. 


9,381  17 

6,244  14 

276,505  14 

272,240  17 

26,088    6 


(75     1  i  00— H  k  S    501) 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Ningpo  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Wilkinson. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  24,  1900.) 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  Ningpo  for  the  year  1899  was  Total  trade. 
16,365,432  Haikwan  taels,  or  at  an  exchange  of  28.  lOd. — a  fair 
average  for  the  year — 2,318,436Z.  If  from  this  sum  be  deducted 
the  amount  of  re-exports,  14,474/.,  the  total  net  value  of  the 
trade  borne  in  vessels  of  foreign  type  amenable  to  the  Imperial  . 
Maritime  Customs  was  2,303,982Z.  The  re-exports  form,  as  they 
have  always  done  here,  a  very  small  fraction,  less  than  -p^  of  the 
gross  trade,  and  in  the  following  comparative  table  they  are 
included  among  the  imports  : — 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1894 

1895 

189« 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Hk.  tnels. 

9,118,490 
10,220,960 
11,139,707 
11,210,189 
10,551,691 
12,051,081 

Hk.  taels. 
5,615,081 
6,896,165 
6,115,480 
4,986,495 
8,992,777 
4,814,861 

Hk.  taels. 
14,788,671 
16,617,-081 
17,266,187 
16,196,684 
14,644,868 
16,365,482 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  total  trade  falls 
short  of  that  of  two  years  only.  1895  and  1896,  the  import  trade 
is  the  highest  on  record.  In  other  words,  the  loss  to  Ningpo 
consequent  on  the  opening  of  Hangchow  as  a  treaty  port  (October 
1,  1896)  has  already  almost  been  made  good.  It  is  true  that 
1899  was  in  this  district,  as  in  most  other  parts  of  China,  a 
remarkably  favourable  year.  Except  in  the  parts  about  Shaosing 
and  Yiiyao,  which  suffered  heavily  from  the  typhoon  of  July  21, 
the  rice  and  cotcon  crops  wei-e  excellent.  Political  events, 
(560)  A  2 
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although  they  led  to  unusual  activity  iu   the  direction  of  coast 
defence,  had  apparently  no  adverse  effect  on  trade. 
l»l>ort^  Table  IV,  annexed  to  this  report,  shows  the  immediate  place 

of  shipment,  but  not  necessarily  the  country  of  origin  of  the 
imports,  the  total  value  of  which,  1,707,236/.,  is,  as  has  been  said, 
the  highest  yet  recorded. 

"British  Possessions"  means,  in  this  case,  Hong-Kong  only, 
and  the  goods  thence  carried  were  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  sugar — 
sugar  produced  for  the  most  part  around  Swatow,  but  gaining  by 
manipulation  in  Hong-Kong  the  privileges  of  a  foreign  article. 
The  "  other  countries "  are  Formosa,  also  a  sugar  producer,  and 
Japan,  which  supplies  coal.  "  Chinese  ports  '  are  practically 
limited  to  Shanghai,  whence  comes,  by  daily  steamer,  the  great 
bulk  of  our  imports.  The  total  for  1899,  1,580,401/.,  includes 
398,612/.  worth  of  native  produce — medicines,  tobacco,  white  wax, 
wood  oil,  sugar  (brown  and  candy),  and  a  little  opium  and  rice. 
Medicines  remain  at  much  the  same  high  figure  as  last  year,  some 
60,000/. ;  tobacco  shows  a  fair  increase,  as  do  also  sugar,  oil,  and 
wax.  Only  about  one-third  as  much  rice  was  imported  a.s  in 
1898 ;  but  that  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  matter  for  congratulation, 
since  it  is  only  in  bad  years  that  Ningpo  needs  to  import  rice 
largely.  As  for  opium,  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  a  quantity  of  the 
native  drug  filters  into  this  district,  and  the  small  amount  recoided 
in  Table  II  (245  cwts.)  can  by  no  means  be  taken  to  represent 
•  the  entire  consumption.  Otherwise  the  falling-off  both  here  and 
in  the  foreign  article  might  be  held  to  prove  that  opium-smoking 
in  this  neighbourhood  is  on  the  decrease,  a  proposition  diflBcult  to 
support.  In  this  connection  a  printer's  error  in  my  predecessor's 
report  for  1898  may  be  corrected  now.  A  question  was  asked  in 
Parliament — very  naturally — as  to  the  abnormal  import  into 
Ningpo  during  1898  of  402,564  cwts.  of  Malwa  opium,  at  the 
ruinously  low  price  (from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Indian 
revenue)  of  16«.  Id.  a  cwt,  the  market  rate  being  a  little  over 
80/.  The  error  arose  from  the  printer  having  omitted  the  decimal 
point.     The  true  amount  imported  was  4025-1^1^  cwts. 

Among  other  imports  of  both  Chinese  and  foreign  origin  may 
be  mentioned — ^since  reference  has  been  made  to  this  article  in 
previous  reports — liquid  indigo,  the  quantities  for  which  are, 
native,  10,581  cwts. ;  foreign,  11,696  cwts. ;  and  the  values,  8,189/. 
and  9,047/.  respectively.  Sugar,  too,  appears  on  both  lists,  though 
the  greater  portion  (see  Table  II)  is  credited  with  a  foreign  origin. 
The  total  of  the  latter  (203,127/.)  is  the  highest  on  record. 
Ginseng,  chiefly  from  Corea  and  America,  but  partly  also  of 
Chinese  origin,  was  imported  to  the  extent  of  429  cwts.,  valued 
at  18,480/. 

Of  foreign  articles  the  most  important  are  cotton  piece-goods. 
The  total  number,  of  all  descriptions,  was  918,063,  priced  at 
some  364,200/.,  figures  only  slightly  below  those  of  1896,  the 
record  year.  Yams,  a  comparatively  small  factor  in  the  list, 
have  advanced  in  all  three  descriptions,  English,  Indian,  and 
Japanese,  despite  the  local  factory.     The  import  of  woollens  is 
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the  highest  since  1892,  though  it  remains  of  no  great  value. 
Metals  are  practically  stationary,  as  is  also  kerosene,  but  in  the 
latter  case  the  actual  figure  is  the  highest  yet  registered.  A 
godown  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company  has  recently  been 
completed  on  the  riverside  below  the  Settlement,  in  anticipation 
of  a  yet  further  increase. 

Exports  showed  a  steady  improvement,  though  the  total  is  ti^fporte. 
still  barely  two-thirds  of  the  amount  recorded  before  the  opening 
of  Hangchow.  Eaw  cotton  was  exported  in  slightly  smeJler 
quantity,  but  at  a  better  price.  Cuttle-fish,  the  chief  product  of 
the  Chusan  Archipelago,  fell  oflf  seriously,  as  did  also  groundnut 
oil.  Hats,  samshu  (native  spirit),  fans,  and  silk  piece-goods  also 
diminished.  Medicines,  judged  by  their  silver  values,  advancet'. 
as  did  alum,  cotton  yarn,  fish  maws,  fish  glue,  and  mats.  Fychov. 
teas  appear  to  have  almost  deserted  this  route  for  the  shorter 
and  easier  access  to  their  true  market,  Shanghai,  afforded  by 
Hangchow;  but  the  export  of  Pingsueys,  grown  in  Shaohsing 
and  its  neighbourhood,  has  increased  by  50  per  cent.  These  latter 
teas  were  of  good  quality  last  year  and  found  a  ready  market  at 
profitable  rates.  Their  ultimate  destination  was  America,  but 
they  were  cleared  hence  for  Shanghai.  This  year,  as  in  1895, 
no  direct  exports  of  any  kind  were  made  to  foreign  countries. 

The  value  of  the  transit  trade  inland  is  constantly  increasing,  Traoait  tnuU. 
and  it  reached  in  1899  the  very  fair  amount  of  303,965/.     The 
articles  sent  up  under  transit  pass  comprised  sugar,  piece-goods, 
metals,  palm  fans,  matches,  seaweed,  and  kerosene  oil,  a  com- 
prehensive list. 

Table  I  shows  the  respective  shares  of  the  British  and  Shipping, 
their  rivals  in  shipping.  Foreign  countries  other  tlian  the 
United  Kingdom  contributed:  Japan,  6  vessels  of  a  total 
tonnage  of  4,728  tons,  and  Germany  one  steam-launch  of 
6  tons ;  our  merchant  fleet  consisted  of  170  steamers, 
measuring  214,32ii  tons.  On  the  other  hand,  the  i^atiti 
between  Chinese  shipping  and  British  continues  to  advance  in 
favour  of  the  former.  This  is  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  due  to  the 
maintenance  of  two  or  three  lines  of  very  small  steamers  running 
hence  to  the  unopened  ports,  Tinghai  (the  capital  of  Chusan), 
Shihpu  (near  Sanmun  Bay),  and  Haimen  (the  port  of  Taichow, 
halfway  between  Ningpo  and  Wenchow).  Since  it  has  been 
decided  that  coast  ports  of  this  kind  may  share  in  the  privileges 
lately  gained  for  inland  waters,  it  is  very  probable  that  one  or 
more  of  the  foreign  shipping  firms  at  Shanghai  will  in  the  near 
future  also  establish  a  line  of  steamers  to  visit  them.  Launches 
under  Chinese  ownership  run  hence  to  Fenghua  on  the  one  branch 
of  this  river  and  to  Yiiyao  on  the  other,  and  here  again  it  is  possible 
that  the  monopoly  may  be  challenged. 

A  good  idea  of  the  possibilities  that  lie  behind  the  opening  up  paggenger 
of  the  inland  waters  may  be  gained  from  a  consideration  of  the  traffic, 
great  advance  in  the  numbers  carried  in  1898  and  1899  respec- 
tively, hence  to  Taichow  and  from  Taichow  hither  — 
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^e  establishment  of  a  direct  foreign  line  from  Shanghai  to 
iSnghai  and  Pootoo,  the  Sacred  Island  of  the  Archipelago,  will  at 
t&e  same  time  diminish  the  number  of  the  passengers  landed  at 
Ningpo,  and  to  that  extent  adversely  affect  several  Ningpo  interests, 
and  those,  for  example,  of  lodging-house  keepers  and  passenger 
junks.  With  such  interests,  however,  foreigners  are  not  at  all,  or 
only  very  remotely,  concerned. 

From  time  to  time  there  have  been  attempts  made  to  open  up 
certain  mines  in  the  district  of  Fenghua,  attempts  for  various 
reasons  obstinately  resisted  by  natives  of  those  parts.  The 
magistrate's  head  having  been  broken  by  the  mob,  a  Circular 
Despatch  has  just  (March  2)  been  addressed  by  the  Provincial 
Treasurer  and  the  Taot'ai  at  Hangchow  to  the  Consuls  here  and  at 
Shanghai  requestmg  them  to  warn  their  nationals  that  the  work-  . 
ing  of  the  silver  mines  at  Yin-kanijj-shau  has  been  interdicted,  and 
that  no  property  in  such  mines  is  i>urciiaseable. 

Nothing  further  has  been  douo  locally  towards  the  construc- 
tion of  the  pix)jected  railway  finm  Ningpo  viS.  Hangchow  to 
Shanghai 

The  cotton-mill  at  Wan-t*ou  (Hay-head)  some  three  mQes  up 
river  from  Ningpo,  which  was  ori^analiy  founded  some  seven  or 
eight  years  ago,  to  clean  out  cotton,  and  a  year  or  two  later  diverted 
to  yam-spinning,  continues  to  flourish.  There  is  abundance  of 
labour,  and  in  normal  years  a  good  supply  of  cotton.  In  1899, 
however,  the  typhoon  which  damaged  the  rice  crops  about  Shaoh  - 
sing  destroyed  also  one-half  of  the  cotton  crop ;  and  it  was  to  this 
loss,  as  well  as  to  the  demand  for  cotton  for  the  mills  at  Shanghai 
and  m  Japan,  that  the  rise  in  price  of  the  staple,  already  referred 
to,  was  due. 

In  the  matter  of  local  improvements  there  is  not  much  to 
chronicle.  The  present  energetic  Commissioner  of  Customs,  Mr. 
von  MoUendorff,  has  succeeded  in  getting  a  bund  opened  along 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  south-east  face  of  the  settlement 
— a  project  which,  owing  to  quite  groundless  apprehensions  on  the 
part  of  the  property-owners,  had  hung  fire  for  years.  There  is  still, 
however,  a  great  deal  to  be  done  towards  the  extension  and  en- 
largement of  this  bund,  and  a  scheme  for  making  the  levy,  hither- 
to voluntarily  paid  by  the  Chinese  of  3  cash  (^d,)  per  package, 
obligatory  on  traders  of  all  nationalities,  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Governments  concerned. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  great  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
von  MoUendorff  for  his  assistance  in  providing  me  with  material 
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for  this  report,  assistance  the  more  welcome  to  me  as  I  have  only 
lately  taken  up  my  post  here. 


Table  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port   of   Ningpo 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Nnmberof 
Veeeels. 

i 
'        890      ' 

*      1 

Tom. 

'Number  of 
VeeeelB.  • 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Veesele. 

Tone. 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

BritlBh      .^       ... 

Chineaa     

OCber  nationi      ... 

214,822 

286,057 

2,870 

t 
165 

21,980 

170 
646 

4 

214,322 

807,987 

2,370 

£ 
762,672 
947,166 

7,898 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

564      1 

553    ; 

1 

602,749 
491,296 

166 
151 

21,980 
20,034 

719 
704 

524,679 
511,880 

1,707,286 
1,692,789 

Cleabed. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

Number  of     -,„_. 
VesseU.       ^°"- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

Britieh       

Chinese     

other  nations      ... 

170 

391 

7 

214,822 

286,109 

4,784 

164 

28,084 

170 
666 

7 

214,322 

809,193 

4,784 

259,270 
866,408 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

568 
640 

605,166 
490.962 

164 
148 

23,084 
18,822 

782 
683 

528,249 
509,804 

626,674 
618,028 
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Table  II. — ^RsrUBN  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Kingpo 
during  the  Tears  1899-98. 


ArtlolM. 

18fl9.« 

1886.t 

• 

Qoanftitj. 

Yaluo. 

Qomntitj. 

Value 

lywdffn:— 

£ 

£ 

"ffiK;  .>  .  .. 

Cwta.       ... 

SiMS 

208,612 

4,026  •64 

888,760 

PatM      ...       ...       ... 

•1           ••• 

lit 

6,876 

168 

10,884 

Bonant 

If           ••• 

67 

8,806 

48 

8,078 

P«ntoii    ...       ...       ... 

riiom  ::: 

1 

60 

8-6 

191 

Shlrtingt    ^ 

0W,7M 

221,086 

664,642 

220,470 

T-doCht 

II          ••• 

82,100 

20,892 

72,617 

26,184 

Cotton  jarn— 

Biitiaii 

Cwta.       ... 

t32 

1,246 

146 

444 

Indlaa ^ 

It           ••• 

2,7« 

9,147 

1,987 

4,921 

wSKT:::   :::   :: 

•1           ••• 

t,(«9 

9,000 

22,147 

2,677 

6,681 
21,872 

TI]i,inilalM         

cwu7    ... 

M;074 

91,906 

20,188 

71.206 

Iron 

1*               ... 

67,716 

20,800 

66,901 

18,600 

on,  ksroMDo        

Brown     ...       •••       mm. 

Galloni    ... 

2,898,416 

66,888 

2,892,156 

66,086 

Cwta.       ... 

178,819 

84,880 

186,807 

68,647 

Wblte      

t»          ••• 

42,066 

27,711 

87,280 

26,881 

Beflned    

II          ••• 

124,722 

90,686 

104,044 

82.887 

Katlre:- 

ToUmoo 

II          ••• 

20^811 

81,617 

16,761 

25,666 

IMidnaa   ...       ^       ... 

... 

60,661 

... 

61,666 

Bioe  .«       

Cwta!*      .. 

28,068 

7.120 

76,766 

21,002 

Sugar- 

Brown     

i»           ••• 

10.017 

4,768 

6,418 

2,99S 

Candy      

WoodoU     

12,361 

11,082 

12,288 

12,861 

II 

21,883 

16.502 

14,171 

14,464 

White  wMt 

„ 

1,880 

17,418 

1,086 

12,788 

Opium         

1, 

24r> 

8,474 

264 

9,666 

•  lHaikwaniael=:2«.  lOrf. 


t  1  Haikwmn  uel  =  8i. 


Table  III. — Rkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ningpo 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Aitiolfla. 

1899.* 

1886.t 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton— 

* 

£ 

Baw  ...       .^       

Cwti.       ... 

77,198 

124,017 

84,678 

122,564 

Yarn 

II           ••« 

4,177 

11.676 

2,649 

7,088 

CutUelUh        .^       ...        ... 

20,282 

21.722 

46.647 

66,181 

FaM,  paper    

Plecea 

1,857,648 

10,5»8 

2,821,760 

16,930 

BuhmaU      

2,045,156 

31,870 

1,612,750 

24,190 

... 

47,847 

.» 

47,860 

OU,  ground-nut        

Cwti. 

10,620 

9.889 

39,672 

80,044 

II           ••• 

461 

26,810 

469 

29,661 

Tea 

Fychow       

Lbt. 

89,867 

911 

474,800 

11,686 

Pingsuey     

II 

10,684,000 

207,059 

6,677,866 

135,226 

•  lHaUwantael»2«.  lOd. 


t  1  Haikwan  tael  -  3f . 
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Table  IV. — Rbtujin  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Ningpo  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
and  Chinese  Toits  during  tlie  Years  1899-98. 


'    Countiy. 

■Impoita. 

Exports* 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

Qreat  Britain       

British  pouessions 

Other  coantriea 

£ 

56,642 
70,193 

£ 

60,675 
51,472 

£ 

£ 

1,499 
780 

Total  foreign  countries  . . 
Chinese  pori« 

126,885 
1,580,401 

112,149 
1,480,590 

625,674 

2,279 
615.749 

Giand  total 

1,707,286 

1,592,789 

625  674 

618,028 
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Beport  on  the  Trade  of  Shashih  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Wilton. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  30, 1900.) 

The  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  is  estimated  at  Ss.  for  1899  BxchaDge 
and  25.  llfd.  for  1898.  and  value  of 

The  total  trade  of  Shashih  for   1899  amounted   to  37,599/.,  *'*^®- 
being  an  increase  of  12,099Z.  over  the  preceding  year. 

Imports  reached  17,204i,  an  advance  of  5,390/.,  and  exports 
reached  20,395/.,  an  advance  of  6,709/. 

The  principal  increase  in  imports  was  in  cotton  yarn   juid  Imports, 
cotton  piece-goods,  while  sugar  showed  a  marked  decrease.  increaae  in 

Cotton  yam  increased  from  1,179/.  in  1898  to  6,009/.  in  1899,  S^n  y«rn. 
aU  of  which  was  in  Japanese  yam. 

Cotton  piece-goods  increased  from  34/.  to  1,525/.  Cotton  piea»> 

In  exports  the  principal  increase  was  in  jaw  yellow  silk,  which  gooda. 
increased  from  4,774/.  in  1898  to  11,383/.  fn^'^^in 

Shashih  has  so  far  failed  to  realise  the  expectations  formed  on  rw^^ow 
its  opening  as  a  treaty  port.     There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  ailk. 
the  trade  should  not  assume  more  respectable  proportions,  as  tlie  Genena 
port  is  conveniently  situated,  and  is  the  trade  centre  of  a  pro-  ™™*'^'^ 
ductive  region.     The  junk  trade,  too,  through  the  interior  water- 
ways is  very  lai*ge.     It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  steamers 
mnning  between  Hankow  and  Ichang  have  had  sufficient  up-river 
cargo  to  render  them  for  the  most  part  independent  of  up-river 
cargo  for  Shashih,  which  is  80  miles  below  Ichang. 

Keener  steamer  competition  would  prove  a  benefit  for  Shashih. 
There  would  appear  to  be  an  opening  for  foreign  business  if 
steamer  service  could  be  ensured. 

The  Japanese  intend  making  a  bid  for  trade  at  Shashih.     A  Japanese 
well  chosen  Japanese  concession  has  been  marked  out,  merchants  ^'^♦^"prf**' 
are  being  encouraged  to  settle  there,  and  a  subsidised  Japanese 
steamer,  with  another  to  follow   this  year,  is  running  between 
Hankow  and  Ichang  carrying  cargo  for  Shashih. 

It  is  sometimes  argued  that  Shashih,  so  far  as  forRign  trade  is 

concerned,  is  choked  by  its  proximity  to  Ichang,  and  that  any 

trade  expansion  of  the  former  would  be  at  the  expense  of  the 

latter  port.     This,  however,  would  hardly  appear  to  be  the  case  if 

(567)  A  2 
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consideration  be  taken  of  the  facts  that  Ichang  is  mainly  a  poit  of 
transhipment,  for  which  purpose  it  is  peculiarly  suited,  owing  to 
its  position  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  and  gorges  stretching  up  to 
Chungking,  and  that  there  are  possibilities  of  working  up  an 
independent  foreign  trade  at  Shashih. 

As  an  example  of  one  possibility,  steam  cotton  mills  would,  if 
established,  have  an  abundance  o(  raw  material  at  hand,  and  woulH 
be  nearer  to  the  great  market  of  Ssuchiian  than  the  Wuchang  and 
Shanghai  mills  by  300  and  900  miles  respectively. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilzer,  Assistant-in-Charge  of  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at  Shashih,  for  access  to  the  customs 
returns. 


Table  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Shashih  during 

the  Year  1899. 


Entered. 


[Rationality. 

Steam. 

] 

Number  of 
YesBela. 

Tona. 

BritiBh 

Japanese 

Chineae 

•  • 
Total 

for  the  year  pre- 
ceding 

161 

38 

121 

119,222 
89,900 
70,184 

32.» 
246 

229,256 
168,200 

Cleared. 


*  I   \ 


Steam. 

KationaUty. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britiah 

JapaDeae 

Chineae 

161 

88 

121 

119,222 
89,900 
70,134 

Total 

„     for  the  year  pre- 
ceding 

820 
246 

229,256 
168,200 
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Table  IL — Bstubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Shashih 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


ArtldM. 

FlMM       ... 
ff 

Lte. 

„           ... 
„ 

Pieces 
tt          ••• 

Lb;.    :.: 

1896. 

1889. 

Qiiantlt7. 

Value. 

Qnantttv. 

Yalna. 

Slitrtiiiga,gnT,  plain     ... 
„          WnlM    ..«        ... 
Cotton  yain— 

Kafflish       

InSan 

JuMuaeM    

Camlett,  BngUib 

SuMlilaf-. 

Sng«r         

SO 
40 

1,200 
4,000 
85,600 

'"l2 

24 
668,688 

4 

17 
17 

40 

116 

1,028 

'w 

10 

4.288 

1,880 

400 

4,000 

211,867 

10 
12 

710 
169,067 

986 
669 

14 

119 

5,876 

20 
64 

608 
1,129 

Table  III. — Ebtdrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  and  Re-export 
from  Shashih  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yalae. 

Silk,  nw  yeUow 
Wax,  white 

Lbs. 
22,983 
40,400 

4,774 
8,884 

Tih» 
54,000 
61,888 

£ 

11,888 

2,766 
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\Bif€rence  to  previtms  Eeport,  Anrmal  Series  No.  2286. 


Beport  on  the  Trade  qf  IchQ,ng  for  the  Ytq(r  1399 
By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Wilton. 

(Reoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  April  30,  1900.J 

The  average  value  of  the  Haikuan  tael  for  1899  has  oeen  jfixonangei 
taken  at  3«.    The  average  value  in  1898  was  2s.  ll|d.     The  trade  ^«  °^ 
of  Ichang  is  made  up  of : —  ®' 

1.  The  local  trade  with  other  treaty  ports,  chiefly  Shanghai,  Looal  trade. 
Hankow,  and  Chungking. 

2.  The  transhipment  trade  between  Chungking  and  the  riverain  TranibispMi^ 
ports,  chiefly  Hankow  and  Shanghai.  trade. 

A  substantial  increase  is  noticeable  under  both  these  heads. 

There  is  no  direct  trade  with  foreign  countries. 

The   local   trade   has  increased   from    193,009/.   in    1898   to 
555,938/.,  or  about  12  per  cent,  of  the  whole  trade. 

The  transhipment  trade  has  increased  from  2,105,428/.  in  1898 
to  4,119,011/.,  or  about  88  per  cent,  of  the  total  trade. 

The  total  trade  of  Ichang  has  increased  from  2,298,437/.  in 
1898  to  4,674,949/.,  or  more  than  doubled  itself. 

This  satisfactory  result  is  due  mainly  to  the  restored  confidence  Eestor^ 
following  on  the  suppression  of  the  Yii-man-tzu  rebellion  in  the  confidence  in 
province  of  Ssuch'tian.     This  rebellion  accounted  for  the  partial  S»uch'uan. 
falling-off  of  trade   in   1898.     During  last  year  the  Ssuch'iian 
merchants  were  busy  replenishing  their  depleted  stocks.     It  is, 
therefore,  unlikely  that  the  trade  for  1900  will  increase  to  the 
same  phenomenal  extent,  unless  spme  new  factor,  such   as  the 
successful  competition  of  steam  with  junk  transport,  be  brought 
to  bear. 

The  total  tonnage  of  steamers  entering  and  clearing  at  Ichang  Shipping, 
during  1899  was  229,662  tons,  being  an  increase  of  61,935  tons  Increased 
over  1898.     This  increase  is  partly  due  to  the  arrival  in  May*®^***^^. 
last  of  a  Japanese  steamer  which  is  still  on  the  line  between 
Hankow,  Shashih,  and  Ichang,  and  has  had  no  difficulty  in'getting 
full  up-river  cargoes  every  trip. 

All  things  considered,  1899  has  been  a  profitable  year  for  Profitable 
J3teamer  companies.  y®*'  ^^' 

The  experiment  of  steam  navigation  of  the  upper  Yangtse  companiee. 
should  be  solved  in  1900,  as  a  British  and  a  German  steamer  will  steam 
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commence  to  run  between  Ichaiig  and  Chungking  in  May  and 
July  respectively.  It  would  appear  that  specially  consti-ucted 
steamers  can  overcome  successfully  the  difficult  and  dangerous 
navigation  to  a  point  at  least  as  high  up  as  Chungking,  which  is 
400  miles  above  Ichang.  The  success  of  the  experiment  seems, 
however,  to  depend  on  the  circumstance  whether  the  steamer 
earnings  will  be  able  to  repay  sufficiently  the  necessarily  heavy 
initial  expenses  and  contingent  expenditure.  The  handsome 
freights  realised  by  the  slow  unwieldy  chartered  junks,  of  whu;h 
no  less  than  6,273  entered  aod  cleared  during  1899,  would  seem 
to  justify,  at  any  rate,  the  trial  of  steam  navigation. 

As  an  instance  of  freight  earning  on  the  upper  river  it  may 
be  interesting  to  note  that  a  contract  was  drawn  up  in  Oetol>er 
last  to  convey  120  tons  of  Cardiff  coal  to  Chungking,  and  that 
the  average  junk  freight  at  shipper's  own  risk  worked  out  to 
about  4/.  10«.  per  ton  for  oonveyHnce  from  Ichang  to  Chungking. 
As  a  comparison  of  junk  and  steamer  freight,  the  following  figures, 
kindly  supplied  by  ihe  Chungking  Transport  Company,  may 
perhaps  be  useful : — Freight  on  1  ton  of  white  wax  from  Chung- 
king to  Ichang,  by  junk,  1/.  4/?.;  from  Ichang  to  Hankow,  by 
steamer,  2/.  14s.  Freight  on  1  ton  of  cotton  yam  from  Hankow 
to  Ichang,  by  steamer,  IZ.  7s.;  from  Ichang  to  Chungking,  by 
junk,  4/.  19,s. 

Foreign  imports  sliow  an  increase  of  1,296,779/.,  the  figures 
being  2,:34G,G05/.,  as  against  1,049,826/.  in  1898.  The  increase 
was  chiefly  in  cotton  yarn  and  cotton  piece-goods. 

The  increase  in  reshipments  by  chartered  junk  to  Chungking 
was  104  per  cent.,  and  was  chiefly  in  cotton  yarn  and  cotton  ]uece- 
goods,  the  figures  being  2,108,145/.,  as  against  1,028,850/.  in  1898. 

The  foreign  re-exports,  which  constituted  45  per  cent  of  the 
total  trade  of  the  port,  consisted  chiefly  of  cotton  yarn  (67  per 
cent.)  and  cotton  piece-goods  (23  per  cent.). 

Grey  shirtings  increased  from  146,201/.  in  1898  to  263,198/., 
and  white  shirtings  from  27,954/.,  to  55,512/.  There  has  also 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  import  of  English  sheetings, 
chintzes,  cotton  lastings,  and  cotton  Italians. 

The  total  import  of  cotton  yarn  has  more  than  doubled. 
English  cotton  yarn  shows  a  small  improvement  from  1,912/.  to 
2,659/.  Indian  yam  has  increased  from  564,821/.  in  1898  to 
1,429,962/.  Japanese  yam  has  increased  from  28,608/.  to 
141,048/.  Chinese  yam,  t.e.,  manufactured  by  the  steam  cotton 
mills  at  Shanghai  and  Wuchang,  also  shows  a  marked  increase 
from  200,656/.  to  614,625/.  Chinese  yam  bids  fair  to  be  a  serious 
rival  to  Bombay  yarn.  The  yarn  is  thick  and  woolly  in  appear- 
ance as  compared  with  its  competitors,  and  is  preferred,  at  any 
rate  locally,  on  this  account,  as  the  weavers  claim  that  it  pro- 
duces a  more  serviceable  cloth.  The  Chinese  yarn  is  S(Jd  in  small 
quantities  by  numerous  retail  shops  in  Ichang,  and  the  poorer 
classes  have  already  begun  to  buy  this  yarn  in  preference  to 
spinning  their  own  from  cotton  formerly  grown  in  their  own  small 
fields. 

Woollens  show  a  general  improvement.^ 
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Aniline  dyes  have  doubled,  the  returns  showing  an  imported  sundrici. 
value  of  27,062^.  in  1899,  as  against  13,519/.  the  preceding  year. 

Native  opium  has  increased  from  219,903/.  in  1898  to  600,888/.  Native 
The  opium  grown  in  the  neighbourhood  is  sufficient  for  the  wants  >™po^  ■'^^ 
of  Ichang,  which  are  comparatively  large,  and  imported  opium  is     **^    .* 
all  re-exported  to  Shanghai  and  Hankow.  ^^^'^^  ^P"'""' 

Raw  cotton  and  sheep's  wool  both  show  a  marked  decrease.  ^^  cotton, 
but  there  is  a  general  increase  in  other  articles,  the  more  important  sheep's  i^ool. 
being  white  wax  and  raw  silk.  White  wm 

The  general  prosperity  of  trade  has  naturally  resulted  in  a  ^^enue.* 
substantial  increase  of  revenue.     The  sum  collected  in  1898  was 
46,376/.,  as  against  86,947/-  in  1899. 

The  trade  record  for  1899  is  very  satisfactory.     The  principal  G^eneral 
improvements  were  in  cotton  yam  and  cotton  piece-goods  imported  g^.*J  *I^ 
from  Shan(»hai  and  destined  for  Chungking,  and  in  native  opium  ^.„^^^^. 
imported  from  Chungking  and  destined  for  Hankow  and  Shanghai. 

The  trade  is  entirely  with  native  treaty  ports.     There  is  no 
direct  foreign  trade. 

Exports  include  tea,  wliich  is  prepared  for  export  at  the  place  Tea. 
of    production,   Ta-ch'i-k'ou,  about   100   miles    west   of   Ichang. 
74,800  lbs.  of  this  tea  were  exported  to  Hankow,  but  resulted  in  a 
financial  loss. 

A  trade  in  hides  is  springing  up  at  Itu,  a  town  on  the  south  Trade  with 
bank  20  miles  below  Ichang,  while  hemp,  varnish,  coffin-wood,  tea  ^^^' 
and  paper  have  arrived  in  increased  quantities  from  the  prefecture 
of  Shih  Nan,  about  120  miles  south-west  of  Ichang.     The  roads 
connecting    Shih    Nan    fu    with    Ichang    and    Chungking     are  Trade  with 
notoriously  bad,  even  araonj^  the  natives.  Given  transport  facilities,  ^^*^  N*°  ^^• 
the  district   around  Shih  Nan  fu  would  export  largely  to  Ichang 
and  would  consequently  be  able  to  buy  more  of  the  foreign  goods 
imported  Jit  Ichang  from  the  riverine  ports. 

The  exports  also  include  566  tons  of  coal  to  Hankow.     The  OcwL 
coal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ichang,  which  is  brought  down  to 
the  local  market,  is  anthracite,  with  one  exception.  This  exception 
is  the  coal  known  as  pai-mei,  which  comes  from  Patung,  60  miles 
above  Ichang,  is  bituminous  and  costs  lis.  per  ton  at  Ichang. 

The  main  drawbacks  to  the  development  of  Ichang  as  an  im-  Ichang  aa  a 
portant  trade  centre  are  the  mountainous  nature  of  the  surrounding  ^^^^  centre, 
country  and  the  deplorable  state  of  the  roads  connecting  Ichang 
with  producing  districts.  The  present  status  of  Ichang  is  due 
chiefly  to  its  geographical  position,  situated  as  it  is  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  difficult  and  dangerous  stretch  of  river  leading  up  into 
the  province  of  Ssuch'iian.  It  is  the  present  terminus  for  steam 
navigation.  Down-river  cargo  ia  transhipped  into  native  junks 
bound  up  river  while  the  up-river  cargo  brought  down  by  jiuiks  is 
transhipped  into  steamers  for  Hankow  and  thence  on  to  Shanghai. 

The  advent  of  steamers  to  run  between  Ichang  and  Chungking  Nayigation  of 
will   tend   to  increase   exports   from   and  ultimately  imports  to  ^^^  "PP®^ 
Chungking,  and  thereby  increase  imports  into  and  re-exports  from  "^®'* 
Ichang.     As  these  steamers  will  be  the  means  of  increasing  trade  ^o  attempt 
and,  therefore,  the  customs  revenue,  it  would  appear  to  be  incumbent  danMraVf^* 
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on  the  Cfaine§e  Central  Government  to  eiuleavour  to  iesneii  the 
^bugers  of  navigation  by  some  artificial  means  Judging,  how- 
ever, from  present  indications,  the  central  authorities  will  neither 
attempt  the  work  themselves  nor  even  permit  interested  parties  to 
do  so. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Acting  Commissioner 
Parr  for  access  to  the  customs  returns. 


Zable  L — Bxturn  of  ail  Shippim;  at  the  Port  of  Ichang  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailinf. 

SteuB 

1 

ToCbL 

ini«. 

KumlMrof 
VmmU. 

Toiu. 

'  Nuab«rof  | 
VmmU. 

TODt. 

Nnmberof  i 

VMMto. 

Tons. 

BriiUh       ... 
JapaneM  ... 

ChiD«M       

609* 

2,W2« 

21,884 
91.686 

82 
19 
60 

59.966 
19,950 
84,915 

691        1 

19        ' 

8,612        1 

81,850 

19,950 

126,601 

ToUl      

„  forthejeftr 

8,I6l* 
889* 

118,570 
29,784 

161 
12X 

114.881 

88,458 

4,822        1 

228,401 
118,242 

*  Cluti  14] red  Junks. 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam.     . 

Total. 

«•«. 

Nnmberof 
Veaeels. 

Tom. 

N»i:!.?'|  TO-.. 

Number  of 
VeMelt. 

Tons. 

British       .« 

JapanM« 

CkdneM     ...       ... 

1,498* 
1.61 4* 
8,112« 
1,888* 

53,710 
67,869 
111,579 
49,284 

82               59.966 
19               19,1*50 
60               84,915 

1,580 

19 

1,674 

118,676 
19,950 
92,784 

ToUl 
„  for  the  jMT 
preceding     ... 

161              114,881 
124        i       84,269 

8,278 
1,512 

226,410 
138,558 

*  Chartered  J  links. 
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Table  11. — RsrURN.  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ichang 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Artlctoi. 

1896. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Vtlua. 

Quantl^. 

Value. 

Coktoogoodi— 

4 

4 

8hirtii)ff»-. 

Orej,  plain     

Pieoes      ... 

S79,040 

146,201 

649,872 

263,198 

Chinese  grey*         

1,                           .M 

900 

886 

3.660 

1,647 

White 

(f                           ••• 

HM9 

27,964 

92,620 

66,612 

^y^ed.  figured,  *c 

BngUsh 

t>                           ••• 

1,131 

633 

1,106 

643 

»»                           •^ 

1,290 

682 

3,086 

1,821 

American       

If                           ••• 

12,ti7 

6,626 

9,436 

6,661 

Sheetings,  Bnfflish      ... 

•  1                           ••• 

27,609 

11,832 

67,110 

30,200 

Chintses,  furnitures,  Ac 

•  1                            ••• 

12,224 

3,492 

*'»i!i5 

18,998 

Tirillfl,  printed  ... 

„                           ... 

2,060 

879 

000 

405 

Turkey  red        

»»                           ••• 

8,526 

2,436 

17,679 

6.274 

Cotton  lasiings 

,,                           ... 

17,230 

21,«74 

8i,626 

66,772 

„       Italians 

»»                           ••• 

42,070 

36,060 

100,614 

82,924 

Jayanene  cotton  doth 

tf 

1,437 

348 

998 

76 

Cotton  yam— 

EnKlish          

Lbs. 

68.738 

1,912 

78,800 

2,669 

Indian...        ...        

If 

23,429,600 

664,8  il 

47,076,900 

1,4'.'9.9«2 

Japanese        ...        ... 

tt           ••• 

1,271,433 

28.608 

6,01ft,0r,7 

141,048 

Chinewj*        

„ 

8,612,666 

200,666 

21,863,333 

614,626 

Woollens- 

Camlets,  English         

Pieces      ... 

1,820 

2.461 

2,747 

6,356 

Lastings 

„                              M. 

4,«9 

6,876 

3.866 

6,607 

Long  ells...        ...        

„                              ... 

6,980 

4,766 

9,866 

8,429 

Spanish  stripes 

„                              ... 

2,387 

4,092 

4,116 

7,407 

Broad,  medium,  and  habit 

„                               ... 

630 

3,160 

813 

3.287 

Russian          ...        

„                               ••• 

600 

1,786 

681 

2.271 

Italian 

„                               ... 

10,203 

10,771 

13,419 

13,617 

Sundries- 

Aniline  dyes      

... 

... 

13,619 

27,062 

Silk  and  cotton  ribbons 

... 

... 

6,476 

... 

8,083 

TQnnan  lead     ...        

Lbs. 

470,266 

2,626 

1,017,600 

9^008 

Chinese  leather...        

„          .•• 

146,000 

2,448 

188,633 

4,242 

•  Manufactured  by  Chinese  steam  cotton  mills. 


Table  III. — Rbtctrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  and 
Re-Export  from  Ichang  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

1898. 

1899. 

Lbs. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton,  raw 

7.46»,266 

£ 

119,783 

6,002,400 

73,160 

Heinp         

.,            ... 

2,227,866 

18,198 

2,181,200 

19,631 

Medicines 

Value      ... 

10^,691 

... 

112,766 

Musk 

Lbs. 

3,963 

6S,646 

3,627 

99,  ii.) 

Opium,  native       

„            ... 

1,020.133 

219.U03 

l,972,f*00 

600.8^8 

Bhubarb      

„ 

1,2«6,266 

27,&ti3 

1,102,400 

31,006 

SUk- 

liaw         

ft            ••■ 

490,000 

105,081 

8^,830 

203,503 

Ctcoons,  r  fuse 

„            ... 

87?,800 

2:),1S6 

92i,.i67 

24.6i7 

Piece-goods  and  pongees 

„            ... 

4?,  IS* 

17.486 

60,8t0 

26.426 

Wax,  white  .^       

ft 

1,33»,733 

li3.447 

2,3J2.667 

2i4,718 

Wool,  sheep's        

„            ... 

2.617,600 

21,679 

b7(i,4uO 

».8d2 
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Reference  to  previous  Report^  Annual  Series  No.  2248. 


Report  on  tJte  Trade  of  Wuchowfoi'  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Hausser. 

(Reoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  May  3,  1900.) 

The  total  value  of  the  trade  ot  Wtichow  carried  in  vessels  Total  tnidei 
coming  under  the  control  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  dur- 
ing the  year  1899  amounted  to  6,145,124  Haikwan  taels  (921,769/.), 
an  increase  of  45  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  aggregate  value 
of  the  trade  for  1898.  The  gross  values  of  imports  and  exports, 
including  re-exports,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1898  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Value. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports 

(including 

Re-exports). 

Total. 

1899 

1898 

Hk.  taeU. 
4,200,334 
2.976,807 

Hk.  taels. 
1,944,790 
1,261,901 

Hk.  taels. 
6,145,124 
4,228,708 

Increase.. 

1,223,527 

692.889 

1,916;416 

This  increase  would  have  been  even  greater  had  not  disturb- 
ances inland  seriously  curtailed  both  the  import  and  export 
trade  of  the  province.  During  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year 
trade  was  prosperous,  but  in  Septembe;:  and  following  months 
several  abortive  risings  occurred  in  the  same  districts  where  the 
rebellion  of  1898  broke  out.  Matters  were  never  really  serious, 
but  none  the  less  traders  lost  confidence,  and  for  some  two  months 
goods  practically  ceased  to  come  forward,  with  the  result  that 
the  revenue  collected  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  fell  off 
considerably  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  in  lieu  of 
the  anticipated  total  of  over  300,000  taels  for  the  year,  the  total 
collection  amounted  only  to  294,000  taels  odd.  As  Wuchow  W6W 
only  opened  to  trade  in  June,  1897,  these  figures  compare  by  no 
means  unfavourably  with  those  of  certain  other  older  established 
ports. 
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When  the  West  Eiver  ports  were  first  opened  it  was  antici- 
pated that  one  result  would  be  the  partial  diversion  of  trade  with 
the  south  and  south-west  of  this  province  from  the  Pakhoi  over- 
land to  the  West  Eiver  route,  but  it  would  seem  from  the  customs 
returns  that  these  fears  have  not  been  realised  to  any  appreciable 
extent,  and  that  if  any  such  diversion  has  occurred,  it  has  only 
affected  the  junk  trade  coming  under  the  administration  of  the 
Native  Customs. 

In  converting  into  sterling  the  silver  valueip  of  the  returns  for 
1899,  the  rate  of  exchange  for  the  Haikwan  tael  has  been  taken  at 
3<.,  exchange  for  1898  having  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of 
7  taels  to  1/.  sterling,  or  1  Haikwan  tael  equal  to  2s.  10^. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Wuchow  4,076,227  Haikwan  taels 
(611,434Z.)  are  shown  as  coming  from  foreign  countries,  meaning 
here  Hong-Kong  only.  Foreign  goods  valued  at  32,115  Haikwan 
taels  (4,817/.)  are  returned  as  imported  from  Chinese  ports,  the 
balance  of  91,992  taels  (13,799/.)  being  native  goods  imported 
from  Chinese  ports,  chiefly  from  Samshui  and  Shanghai.  Similarly 
the  bulk  of  the  exports  amounting  to  1,853,523  Haikwan 
taels  (278,028/.)  was  de.itined  for  Hong-Kong,  the  remainder 
91,267  Haikwan  taels  (13,690/.)  going  to  Chinese  ports,  mostly 
Samshui  and  Canton.  Among  exports  are  included  re-exports 
vahie  10,941  Haikwan  taels  (1,641/.),  of  which  7,803  Haikwan 
taels  (1,170/.)  were  for  Hong-Kong,  and  3,138  Haikwan  taels 
(471/.)  for  Chinese  ports. 

The  value  of  the  trade  of  Wuchow  with  Hong-Kong  was 
thus  5,929,750  Haikwan  taels  (889,462/.),  or  96  per  cent,  of  the 
total  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port. 

As  regards  imports  from  Hong-Kong  the  figures  do  not 
necessarily  represent  actual  foreign  produce,  all  goods,  whatever 
their  origin,  imported  from  the  colony  being  classified  as  foreign 
in  the  customs  returns.  Annex  I  contains  many  items  which 
are,  strictly  speaking,  native  produce  transhipped  at  Hong-Kong 
en  route  from  Chinese  ports  either  in  tlie  natural  course  of  trade, 
or  with  a  view  to  qualifying  them  for  the  i)rivilege  of  taking  out 
covering  transit  passes  for  their  conveyance  into  the  interior.  In 
the  case  of  exports  also  the  figures  represent  only  a  portion  of 
the  actual  outward  trade  of  the  port,  the  bulk  of  the  coast  trade 
beting  carried  in  ordinary  junks  and  native  vessels  specially  built 
for  the  traffic  towed  by  native  steam  launches.  It  is  in  fact  esti- 
mated that  the  two  items  of  rice  and  timber  alone  suflBce  to  pay 
for  all  purchases  imported  into  the  province,  and  these  pass  almost 
wholly  through  the  native  customs.  What  may  be  the  volume 
of  this  domestic  trade  there  is  no  means  of  determining,  but  it 
must  be  very  considerable,  the  likin  receipts  for  Wuchow  alone 
being  said  to  amount  to  a  third  of  the  total  collection  in  the  whole 
province. 

Full  lists  of  both  imports  and  exports  are  given  in  Annexes  I 
and  II,  from  which  an  estimate  may  be  formed  as  to  the  trade 
requirements  and  capabilities  of  this  province.  Both  lists  show 
some   expansion   in    comparison   with    those  of    the   year  1898, 
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and    under   favourable   conditions   are    capable   of  still   further 
improvement. 

In  the  list  of  foreign  imports,  Annex  I,  the  first  item  to  notice  Foreign 
is  an   importation   of  2*40   piculs   of  opium   (Patna)  valued  aii""^^'*''- 
1,855  Haikwan  taels  (278/.),  the  first  on  record  since  the  opening  ^'"°^* 
of  tlie  port.     This  was  a  trial  shipment  destined  for  Nanning,  but 
it  proved  a  failure,  doubtless  on  account  of  its  relatively  prohibitive 
price.     Very  little,  if  any,  foreign  opium  appears  to  be  consumed 
in  this  province,  the  native  grown  article,  costing  on  the  average 
250   taels   per  picul,    being   used   in   preference   on   account   of 
its  cheapness.     The  natives  here  do  not,  on  the  whole,  seem  to 
be  heavy  smokers,  and  whethur  for  this  reason  or  on  account  of 
the  milder  quality  of  the  native  drug,  the  effects  of  opium-smoking 
are  certainly  not  so  generally  visible  and  marked  as  in  some  other 
parts  of  China. 

Native  opium  is  imported  principally  from  Yunnan,  and  to  Native  opium* 
some  extent  from  Ssiichuan  and  Kweichow,  but  none  is  said  to  \)e 
grown  in  this  proWnce.  The  average  amount  coming  down  river 
from  Ylinuaii  may  be  estimated  at  about  6,000  piculs  per  annum, 
mostly  destined  for  Canton,  likin  on  it  at  the  rate  of  7  taels  per 
picul  being  levied  at  Po-se  by  a  syndicate,  which  for  1899  paid 
38,000  taels  for  farming  the  collection. 

The  net  value  ol*  cotton  goods  imported  during  the  year  Cotton  goodi* 
amounted  to  2,355,736  Haikwan  taels  (353,365/.),  as  compared 
with  1,716,222  Haikwan  taels  (245,175/.)  imported  during  the 
previous  year.  These  figures  are,  however,  somewhat  misleading 
owing  to  the  higher  values  put  upon  the  various  classes  of  goods 
in  the  customs  returns  for  1899.  These  are  based  on  the  average 
of  the  monthly  market  rates  ruling  during  the  year,  and  in  the 
case  of  white  shirtings  for  instance  work  out  at  an  average  price 
per  piece  of  3*50  Haikwan  taels  for  1899,  as  against  2*45  Haikwan 
taels  in  1898,  consequent  on  increased  demand  and  enhanced 
prices  here  and  at  Hong-Kong.  Taking  then  quantities  only  into 
comparison,  these  show  in  almost  every  item  a  very  notable 
increase,  and  it  is  in  fact  simpler  to  give  a  list  of  those  in  which 
a  decrease  appears.  Among  these  are  T-cloths,  39,176  pieces  in 
1899,  against  47,951  pieces  in  1898.  American  drills,  89  pieces 
in  1898  reduced  to  55  pieces.  The  trifling  extra  cost  of  these  as 
compared  with  British  is  assigned  as  the  reason  for  this  falling-ofl'. 
Velvets,  2,287  pieces,  showing  a  reduction  of  25  pieces.  Towels, 
1,901  dozen  in  1899,  against  3,705  dozen  in  1898,  large  stocks  of 
the  latter  still  remaining  on  hand,  and  lastly  Japanese  yam  which 
is  not  in  favour  on  account  of  its  uneven  weight  and  quality,  and 
has  fallen  from  6,000  to  1,600  lbs.  Inuian  yarn  on  the  other 
hand  shows  an  increase  of  over  40  per  cent.,  the  import  having 
risen  from  8,290,267  to  11,827,200  lbs.  in  1899. 

In    woollen   goods   also   there   is   a   slight  general    increase,  WooUan 
particularly  noticeable  in  the  case  of  long  ells  which  have  risen  fSood», 
from   4,090   pieces   in    1898   to    10,514    pieces   in    1899.     Why 
Wuchow  should  take  more  of  this  class  of  woollens  than  any  other 
port  in  China  except  Shanghai  and  Hankow  in  the  north,  and 
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Mengtzii  in  the  south,  is  not  clear,  and  no  satisfactory  explanation 
is  forthcoming.  Woollens  are  generally  too  expensive  for  the 
masses  in  China,  and  the  rich  prefer  silks  or  furs.  Both  the  latter 
are,  however,  very  dear  in  Kwangsi,  and  this  is  assigned  as  one 
reason,  another  is  that  the  people  of  Kwangsi  are  of  a  better  class, 
and  generally  better  off  than  in  the  North  of  China.  Whatever 
the  reason,  the  import  was  somewhat  overdone,  and  large  stocks 
are  still  on  hand  at  Nanning.  A  small  portion  goes  to  Yiinnan  in 
exchange  for  opium,  but  the  transit  tables  show  that  the 
bulk  remains  in  this  province. 

Other  woollen  goods  which  show  an  increase  are,  in  the  order 
of  their  importance,  Spanish  stripes  885  pieces  against  402  pieces, 
and  blankets  1,302  pairs  against  746  pairs  in  1898  ;  lastings, 
broad  cloth,  Italian  cloth,  flannel  and  yarn.  There  is  a  trifling 
decrease  in  camlets  (English)  and  union  cloth. 

There  is  little  improvement  to  note  in  the  import  of  metals, 
the  one  exception  being  bar-iron,  which  has  increased  from  1,958 
piculs  (261,067  lbs.)  to  14,236  piculs  (1,898,133  lbs.)  in  1899.  It 
is  used  for  making  nails  and  bolts,  enormous  quantities  of  which 
are  required  for  the  large  junk-building  industry  carried  on  at 
Liuchow,  Kwei-liu,  Lungchow,  &c. 

xVmong  sundrie.s  of  loreign  origin  may  be  mentioned  raw  cotton 
(Indian),  5,175  piculs  (690,000  lbs.)  ;  aniline  dyes,  value  1,057/. ; 
machinery,  for  the  Kwei  Hsien  silver  mine,  value  478/. ;  matches 
Japauese,  487,883  gross;  kerosene,  American,  1,431,650  gallons 
against  404,425  gallons  in  1898 ;  Kussian,  105,980  gallons  (18,990 
gallons  in  1898),  and  Sumatra,  1,115,900  gallons  (in  1898,  1,494,075 
gallons).  This  increased  import  of  oil  is  again  ascribed  to  the 
total  failure  of  the  ground-nut  crop,  the  oil  made  from  which  is 
now  dearer  than  kerosene.  Sumatra  oil  is  considered  inferior  in 
quality,  whilst  it  is  only  a  very  little  cheaper.  Condensed  milk, 
1,758  dozens ;  foreign  medicines,  value  214/. ;  foreign  socks,  3,558 
dozens;  India-rubber  shoes,  5,074  pairs.  These  are  much  used 
here,  and  are  essential  to  pedestrians  in  the  wet  and  dirty  streets 
of  a  Chinese  town.  The  ordinary  sliape  is  not  well  adapted  to  fit 
over  a  Chinese  shoe.  Other  items  imported  via  Houg-Kong  and 
consequently  classed  as  foreign  are :  gypsum,  probably  from 
Hankow,  1,865,333  lbs.,  value  3,358/.,  used  for  manuring  purposes  ; 
white  wax,  32,800  lbs.,  value  3,321/.,  used  for  making  pill-coatings, 
plasters,  and  candles ;  silk  piece-goods,  value  9,973/. ;  and  paper, 
value  5,986/. 

AM  these  items  show  an  increase,  and  the  list  itself  is  con- 
siderably fuller  than  last  year. 

The  net  total  value  of  native  imports  amounted  to  91,883  taels 
(13,782/.).  With  the  exception  of  paper  and  prepared  tobacco  the 
items  are  of  small  value  and  call  for  no  special  remark. 

The  total  value  of  exports  of  native  produce  was  1,933,958 
Haikwan  Uels  (290,094/.),  of  which  1,845,720  Haikwan  taels 
(276,858/.)  went  to  Hong-Kong,  and  88,238  Haikwan  taels 
(13,236/.)  including  re-exports  to  Chinese  ports,  chiefly  Samshui 
and  Canton. 
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The  most  important  items  are :- 

— 

Articles. 

Value. 

Sngar,  brown 

„     ^hito 

Hides 

Leather 

Anideed,  star 

OU,  wood           

Silk,  raw,  white 

Seeds,  melon 

Lbs. 
7,328,000 
7,379,783 
2,471,067 
899,833 
1,266,400 
2,772,133 

33,467 
1,746,800 

£ 
27.205 
41,611 
35,027 
19,228 
31,842 
28,068 
18,049 
15,722 

The  demand  for  star  aniseed  was  greater  than  the  supply,  and 
prices  were  consequently  50  per  cent,  higher  than  in  1898 
Dealers  in  sugar,  hides,  and  leather  also  did  very  welL  The  small 
export  of  native  coal,  1,828  tons,  was  supplied  by  the  Ho  Hsien 
mines  for  the  use  of  native  launches  down  river. 

Of  the  total  value  of  foreign  and  coast  trade  of  the  port  shown  Shipping, 
in  the  customs  returns,  4,275,185  Haikwan  taels  (641,278/.)  was 
carried  in  British  vessels,  1,446,183  Haikwan  taels  (216,928i)  in 
Chinese,  and  423,756  Haikwan  taels  (63,563Z.)  in  American. 

The  tonnage  employed  was : — 


Kationalitj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Chinese 

American            

1,023 

1,895 

62 

136,890 

45,358 

3,906 

One  steam-launch  under  the  Portuguese  flag  ran  here  for  a 
month  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  carried  no  cargo.  The 
total  number  of  steamers  entered  and  cleared  was  2,651  of 
140,258  tons,  and  363  sailing-vessels  of  46,474  tons.  The  latter 
consisted  of  British-owned  lorchas  and  24  Chinese-owned  vessels 
of  native  type,  viz.,  registered  cargo  boats,  specially  chartered  for 
the  occasion  only,  for  the  run  to  Samahui. 

The  shares  taken  by  each  flag  in  the  carrying  trade  of  this 
port  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Percentage 
of  Tonnage. 

Percentage  of  Trade. 

Fh^» 

Foreign. 

Coast. 

Total 

Foreign  and 

Coast. 

British.^ 

American 

Portuguese 

Chinese 

73-31 

2  09 

•31 

24*29 

68-69 
7  14 

24*17 

93-78 
•01 

6-21 

69  67 
6-90 

28*-53 

Total     .. 

100 

100 

100 

100 
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It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  as  already  stated,  the  bulk  of  the 
coast  trade,  that  is,  trade  between  Wuchow,  Samshui,  and  Canton,  iy 
carried  in  native  vessels.  That  carried  in  vessels  coming  under  the 
control  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  amounted  during  1899  to 
the  insignificant  total  of  :32,306/.,  showing  a  further  reduction  on  the 
small  figures  (40,119/.)  of  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  only  to  this 
limited  portion  of  the  inter-port  trade  that  the  above  British  per- 
centage of  9378  per  cent,  refers.  More  than  half  this  total  coast 
trade  consists  of  goods  carried  to  and  from  Samshui,  in  the  case 
of  exports,  mostly  for  transhipment  there  to  Hong-Kong.  The 
native  trader  will,  in  fact,  ship  by  steamer  over  the  shorter  line 
to  Samshui,  but  not  over  the  longer  distance  to  Canton,  since  on 
all  native  cargo  intended  for  consumption  in  Canton  itself,  or 
what,  under  present  conditions,  is  practically  the  same  thing,  for 
re-sorting  and  re-packing  there  prior  to  export  abroad,  he  has  to 
pay  likin  in  addition  to  the  duty  and  a  half  coast-trade  duty 
levied  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at  Wuchow,  whilst  junk- 
borne  cargo  pays  likin  only.  The  result,  of  course,  is  that  foreign 
steamers  on  this  line  have  to  i*ely  for  their  earnings  almost  entirely 
on  the  passenger  traffic.  On  June  6,  1899,  the  inland  water  certi- 
ficates issued  in  October,  1898,  for  one  vear  to  British  steamers 
running  on  the  Caaton-Wuchow  line  were  suddenly  withdrawn, 
and  it  was  notified  by  the  customs  that  inter- treaty  port  steamers 
would  no  longer  be  permitted  to  call  at  places  other  than  the  four 
ports  of  call  mentioned  in  the  Special  Article  of  the  Burma  Con- 
vention of  1897.  The  enforcement  of  this  rule  was  a  severe 
blow  to  the  passenger  trade  of  British  steamers  on  the  West  River. 
The  number  of  passengers  carried  by  the  two  steamers  on  the 
Canton- Wuchow  line  fell  from  over  3,000  in  one  month  to  less 
than  half,  and  instead  of  running  at  a  slight  profit,  these  steamers 
barely  covered  their  expenses.  One  was  consequently  withdrawn 
from  the  line  at  the  end  of  July.  Freights  on  the  West  River 
were  also  much  lower  than  during  the  previous  year,  and  for  these 
reasons  carriers  have  had  little  cause  For  congratulation  on  the 
result  of  the  year's  operations. 

The  total  value  of  foreign  goods  sent  inland  from  the  port, 
and  of  native  produce  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  port 
under  transit  pass  during  1899  was  4,022,950  Haikwan  taels 
(603,442/.) ;  viz.,  foreign  goods  inwards,  2,953,002  Hailcwau  taels 
(442,950/.)  ;  and  native  produce  outwards,  1,069,948  Haikwan 
taels  (160,492/.). 

The  following  table  gives  the  nationality  of  the  merchants 
taking  out  the  passes,  the  number  of  inward  passes  issued,  and  of 
outward  passes  surrendered,  the  value  of  the  goods  carried  under 
them,  and  the  respective  shares  of  the  transit  trade  taken  by  each 
flag:- 
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Inwards. 


OutwardB. 


Flag. 


Number. 

Value. 

'   Number. 

British 
Italian . . 
Ciiinese 

9,332 
18,243 

Hk.  tacls. 
1,833,571 

1,119,431 

1.172 
11 

Percent-age. 


Value. 


Total 


22,574         2,953,002 


1.183 


Hk.  taels. 

1,064,755  72  05 

5,193  13 

27-82 

1,060,948     ;     100 


The  number  of  outward  transit  passes  issued  during  the  year 
to  British  merchants  througli  this  office  was  1,840,  of  which  402 
were  issued  in  the  month  of  December  alone,  the  difiference  be- 
tween the  totals  of  passes  issued  and  surrendered  during  the  year 
representing  the  number  cuNciing  native  produce  from  the 
interior  which  hiis  not  yet  arrived  at  the  port  for  shipment.  In 
1898  the  number  of  these  passes  issued  to  British  merchants  was 
1,480,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  ^believe  that  the  figures  for 
this  year  (1900)  will  show  a  still  greater  increase,  over  800  having 
already  been  issued  at  the  date  of  writing.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  table,  no  outward  transit  passes  were  taken  out  by  Chinese 
in  their  own  names  durmg  the  year,  the  reason  being  that  in  native 
hands  they  are  valueless.  Pass,  or  no  pass,  the  native  trader  has 
to  pay  likin,  or  at  best  is  subjected  to  such  vexatious  delays  and 
extortion  at  the  barriers  that,  with  no  one  to  fiu[ht  his  battles  for 
him,  he  does  not  care  to  risk  the  experiment.  The  right  of  taking 
out  outward  transit  passes  was  only  recently  extended  to  the 
Chinese  with  the  object  of  putting  them  and  foreign  merchants 
on  an  equality,  and  so  render  it  unnecessary  for  the  former  to 
"  buy  the  foreign  name,"  i.e.,  pay  a  foreigner  to  take  out  the  passes 
in  his  name.  The  idea  was  good,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
had  the  desired  result,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  state 
of  things  it  was  intended  to  obviate  still  continues  to  prevail 
very  largely.  Incidentally,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  some  of 
the  likin  offices  have  themselves  adopted  the  principle  of  the 
transit  pass,  cassia,  for  instance,  in  native  boats  paying  likin  at 
the  point  of  departure,  and  receiving  a  pass  franking  it  through  to 
Canton  without  further  payment  en  route. 

The  list  of  goods  forwarded  under  transit  pass  into  the  interior 
foUows  closely  the  list  of  imports  given  in  Annex  I,  their  value 
being  72  per  cent,  of  the  total  foreign  imports. 

Some  of  the  principal  items  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  :— 
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Articles. 

Pieces 

Piculs 
Pieces 
Piculs 

i»            •  • 
Gross 

Gallons      .. 
»»           •• 

Net  Total 
Import. 

198,720 
39,176 
88,704 
10,514 
14,236 

5,175 

483,115 

1,431,650 

1,115,900 

105,980 

Sent  into  the 

Interior 

under 

Transit  Pats 

Cotton  goods :  shirtings,  grey,  white, 
plain,  and  figured 

T-cloths 

Cotton  ^  am,  liidiau     .. 

Woollen  goods :  long  ells 

Metals  :  bar-iron          .  •          . . 

Sundries- 
Raw  cotton,  Indian 

Matches         

Keroeene,  American 

„         Sumatran 
„         Russian.. 

118,278 

24.148 

76,010 

9.536 

5,702 

2,232 

388,321 

1,189,030 

894,650 

68,070 

1 

Of  the  total,  Kwangsi  naturally  takes  the  largest  share,  viz., 
2,017,367  Haikwan  taels  (302,605/.);  followed  by  Yunnan,  851,072 
Haikwan  taels  (127,660/.);  Kweichow,  63,361  Haikwan  taels 
(9,504/.) ;  and  Kwangtung,  21,202  Haikwan  taels  (3,180/.). 

As  regards  the  places  in  the  interior  of  this  province  to  which 
the  goods  are  carried  under  transit  pass,  there  are  no  exact 
statistics  available,  but  the  following  are  the  chief,  in  the  order  of 
their  importance,  Nanning,  Ch*ing  YUan,  liuchow,  Kwei-lin, 
Yii-lin,  Po-se,  and  Hsiin-chow.  Most  of  the  cotton  yarn  goes  to 
Yunnan  and  Kweichow,  and  a  large  proportion  of  woollen  goods 
to  Yunnan. 

Of  native  produce  brought  down  from  the  interior  under 
transit  pass,  total  value  1,069,948  Haikwan  taels  (160,492/.).  the 
principal  items  are  : — 


Articles. 


Quantity.      |         Talue. 


Sugar,  brown 
„      white 
Aniseed,  star 
Hides       . . 
Leather  .. 
Melon  seed  3 
Oil,  aniseed 
Glue 


Lbf. 
3,320,267 
7,268,633 

1,266,400 
1,548,667 

786,533 

1,019,200 

23,600 

245,333 


£ 

12,140 

40,886 

31,344 

21.952 

16,811 

9,173 

6,003 

3,036 


The  bulk  of  these  goods  came  from  Nanning,  Ch'ing  Yiian, 
Liu-chow,  Hsiin-chow,  Kwei-lin,  and  Ping-lo. 

The  transit  pass  system  has  worked  smoothly  throughout  the 
year,  and  complaints  have  been  few  and  far  between. 

Three  outstanding  claims  for  detention  of  cargo  under  transit 
pass  outwards  have  been  paid  in  full  by  tlie  likin  office  concerned, 
and  only  one  fresh  claim  of  this  character  has  been  brought  during 
the  year.  As  regards  inland  passes  only  one  instance  of  illegal 
exaction  on  foreign  goods  being  conveyed  into  the  interior  has 
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been  reported  this  year.  This  case  occurred  in  1897  at  the  likin 
station  on  the  borders  of  Kweichow,  and  owing  to  the  delay  in 
reporting  it,  and  the  distance  and  time  involved  in  references  to 
the  governor  of  that  province,  the  piospect  of  a  satisfactory  settle- 
ment seems  somewhat  remote. 

The  promised  local  rules  and  tariff  for  inland  water  navigation  inland  water 
have  net  yet  been  published.  An  attempt  was  made  to  carry  out  »»v>g»tion. 
the  provisions  of  Clauses  8  and  9  of  the  Supplementary  liules  for 
Inland  Water  Navigation  by  drawing  up  the  necessary  local  regu- 
lations ;  but  when  these  were  submitted  to  the  governor  of  the 
province  he  promptly  vetoed  the  whole,  superseded  the  otiicial 
responsible  for  them,  and  appointed  in  his  place  the  head  likin 
official  of  Wuchow,  with  instructions  to  draft  a  fresh  set  of  rules. 
The  objections  of  the  General  Likin  Board,  to  whom  in  the  first 
instance  these  draft  rules  had  been  referred  for  consideration, 
showed,  as  might  have  been  expected,  an  utter  inability  to  grasp 
the  requirements  of  the  situation,  but  the  rules  themselves  were 
by  no  means  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  British 
merchant,  and  had  they  been  carried  into  effect  no  advantage 
could  or  would  have  been  taken  under  them  by  him  of  the  Inland 
Water  Concession. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
for  the  three  West  liiver  ports — Canton,  Samshui,  and  Wuchow 
— met  at  ('anton  to  consider  the  revision  of  the  West  Eiver 
rules,  the  shipping  companies  interested  being  also  represented. 
On  account  of  the  Hong-Kong  trade  it  was  regarded  as  impossible 
to  place  the  whole  river  on  the  footing  of  inland  waters,  and  the 
alterations  recommended  were  consequently  of  such  limited  scope 
as  to  be  of  little  practical  value.  To  put  steam  navigation  on  the 
West  River  on  a  proper  footing  Kongmoon  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  on  the  Hong-Kong  line  should  be  made  a  treaty  port,  and 
every  riverside  town  or  trading-place  between  Kongmoon,  Canton, 
and  Wuchow  (or  Nanning,  when  open  to  trade)  should  be  made 
a  port  of  call  with  liberty  for  all  steamers  running  between  these 
ports  to  land  and  ship  passengers  and  cargo.  At  the  minor  places 
where  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  up  the  necessary  customs 
staff  the  likin  officials  might  safely  be  trusted  to  look  after  their 
own  interests,  or  alternatively  these  dues  and  duties  could  be 
levied  at  the  respective  treaty  ports  eis  in  the  case  of  cargo  passing 
through  the  Foreign  Customs.  The  main  idea  of  the  Inland  Water 
Concession— that  every  riverside  place  in  the  interior  should  be 
accessible  from  the  nearest  treaty  port* — is  perfectly  suited  for 
places  lying  off  the  main  line  of  steam  communication,  or  beyond 
the  terminal  port,  for  instance  towns  in  the  Canton  delta,  which  can 
be  reached  by  no  one  line  of  steamers,  and  places  such  as  Kwei-lin, 
beyond  the  treaty  port  of  Wuchow.  But  that,  to  take  the  case  of 
the  West  River,  a  steamer  regularly  plpng  on  the  river,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  special  West  River  certificate  should  be  debarred 
from  calling  to  land  or  ship  passengers  and  cargo  at  intermediate 
places  actually  passed  en  route  between  one  treaty  port  and  the 
next,  necessitating  the  employment  of  a  second  steamer  to  carry 
this  cargo,  &c.,  back  over  the  same  ground  to  its  destination,  is 
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one  of  the  anomalieft  peculiar  to  Cliina,  the  inconvenience  nf 
which  is  more  obvious  here  than  it  is  perhaps  on  the  Yangtze. 
There  the  f];eneral  vohune  of  trade  ])eing  infinitely  greater  steamers 
finil  sutticient  employment  in  the  interport  trade,  and  it  may  well 
pay  to  run  intermediate  steamers  to  serve  as  feeders  to  th*^  main 
line.  Here,  for  reasons  already  referred  to,  the  British  steamers 
on  the  Cantoii-Wuchow  line  run  practically  empty,  and  t!ie  trade 
they  might  carry  they  are  not  allowed  to  touch.  This  incon- 
venience will  be  still  more  felt  when  Nanning  is  opened,  tlie 
volume  of  trade  with  that  place  being  probably  insufficient  to 
allow  the  seven  or  eight  important  trading  marts  en  ro^ite  to  l>e 
excluded. 
NMming.  Nanning  though  by  Imperial  Decree  declared  a  treaty  port 

in  February,  1899,  is,  however,  not  yet  open,  the  nece.s.sary 
arrangements  not  having  yet  been  completed.  Whether  any 
genuine  British  merchant  other  than  the  ship-owner  will  derive 
any  direct  advantage  from  the  opening  of  that  place  to  trade  may 
well  be  doubted.  His  natural  market  is  Hong-Kong,  and  he  has 
no  inducement  to  establish  himself  in  the  interior,  seeing  that  in 
nine  cases  out  of  10  he  has  no  real  pecuniary  interest  in  either 
import  or  export  cargo  right  to  or  from  its  destination  or  place  of 
origin  in  China.  The  actual  vdlunie  of  trade  with  Hong-Kong  is 
not  likely  to  l>e  increased  to  any  great  extent,  the  only  difference 
being  that  a  certain  proportion  of  duties  now  paid  at  Wuchow 
will  then  be  levied  at  Nanning.  The  greatest  improvement  will 
probably  be  in  the  interport  trade  with  Canton,  which  will  be 
covered  by  the  payment  of  one  duty  and  a-half  to  the  Foreign 
Customs.  For  most  commodities  this  will  amount  to  less  than 
the  present  likin  rates,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  Chinese 
will  not  be  slow  to  take  advantage  of  this  fact,  the  necessary 
corollary  being  the  establishment  of  a  further  number  of  quasi- 
foreign  hongs  under  the  protection  of  the  Constilate  and  customs. 
But  should  a  British  merchant  wish  to  send  his  goods  inland 
under  transit  pass,  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  have  an  agent 
at  Nanning,  for  it  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known  that  th^ 
carriage  in  the  same  vessel  of  transit-certificated  goods  or 
produce,  destined  for  or  coming  from  places  above  or  below  a 
treaty  port,  is  not  permitted.  In  other  words  certificated  goods 
may  not  be  caiTied  by  steamers  between  treaty  ports  although 
such  goods  may  be  destined  for  some  place  inland  beyond  the  last 
treaty  port.  The  goods,  if  sent  by  steamer,  must  be  re-exported 
under  exemption  certificate  to  the  last  treaty  port  en  route  and 
there  take  out  their  covering  transit  pass,  thus  necessitating  the 
owner  of  the  goods  having  a  responsible  agent  there  to  pay  the 
transit  dues.  Take  the  case  of  yarn  from  Canton  destined  for 
some  place  in  Yunnan.  It  might  obviously  be  more  convenient 
for  the  merchant  in  Canton  to  take  out  his  transit  pass  there,  and 
ship  the  goods  by  steamer  to  Wuchow  or  Nanning,  whence  they 
would  go  on  by  native  boat.  But  if  he  does  take  out  a  pass  in 
Canton  the  yarn  can  only  proceed  by  native  vessel,  taking  perhaps 
six  weeks  on  the  voyage  in  place  of  as  many  days.  The  object 
of  this  rule  is  by  no  means  obvious. 
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'lie  li  The   extension   of  trade   in   China    depends   mainly   on   tlie 

^ -:  v  improvement  of  means  of  communication,  and  the  question  of  the 

i;::„  navigability  of   the   West   River   between  this  and  Nanning  is, 

In  [•  therefore,  one  of  general  in'terest.     Judging  from  the  rise  and  fall 

of  50  to  60  feet  at  Wuchow,  the  period  of  low  water  appears  to 
last  from  the  beginning  of  December  to  the  middle  of  March,  after 
which  the  river  rises  rapidly,  attaining  its  highest  level  in  June, 
and  falling  again  gradually  from  the  end  of  September.  From  an 
examination  of  the  river  between  this  and  Nanning  recently  made 
by  an  expert  it  may  be  af&rmed  that  at  least  two  rapids  exist 
which  ^  could  not  with  safety  be  negotiated  at  low  water  by  any 
steamer,  but  that  for  probiihly  eight  months  of  the  year  there 
would  be  no  serious  obstacles  to  steaui  navipition  throughout. 
Whether  steamers  could  be  rim  at  a  pr(»fit  depends  chiefly  on  the 
abolition  of  the  distinction  between  interport  and  inland  water 
steamers,  which  under  present  regTilations  would  deprive  the 
former  of  any  share  in  the  large  trade  carried  on  with  the  impor- 
tant places  between  Wuchow  and  Nanning,  such  as  Jung  Hsien, 
T'eng  Hsien,  Hsiin-chow,  Kwei- Hsien,  Heng-chow,  and  Yung- 
shun,  not  to  mention  passenger  traffic  to  and  from  these  and  other 
smaller  places.  Statistics  of  the  exact  volume  of  trade  with 
Nanning  itself  are  not  available,  but  the  transit  passes  taken  out 
through  this  othce  show  that  for  quantity  and  variety  of  native 
produce  exported  it  is  far  ahead  of  any  other  place  in  this  pro- 
vince. Small  native  launches  have  run  irregularly  during  the 
year  to  Ta  Hwang  Chiang,  and  even  as  far  as  Kwei  Hsien,  with 
passengers,  calling  en  route  at  Meng  Chiang  and  Pai  Ma. 

In  August  last  the  harbour  limits  were  extended  westwards  Extension  of 
some  1,200  feet,  affording  additional  accommodation  for  steamers,  }i*'^^ 
pontoons,  &c.     Should  the  business  of  the  port  hereafter  develop 
to  any  great  extent  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  suitable  building  sites 
near  the  river,  most  of  the  available  ground,  the  area  of  which 
is  very  limited,  having  already  been  acquired. 

No  return  is  kept  by  the  customs  of  treasure,  all  shipments  Treaaure. 
being  invariably  made  by  Government  likin  launches,  which  are 
supposed  to  run  less  risk  of  attack  by  pirates. 

Piracy  and  a  state  of  general  lawlessness  continue  to  prevail  Piracy, 
on  the  West  Eiver,  but  more  especially  on  the  lower  reaches  in 
the  Kwangtung  province.     Here  only  one  case  affecting  British 
interest  has  been  officially  reported  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Chinese  passengers  carried  during  1899  Passenger 
to  and  from  Wuchow  by  vessels  reporting  to  the  Imperial  Mari-  *^»ffic- 
time  Customs  was  100,952,  an  increase  of  nearly  40,000  over  the 
figures  for   1898.      This    number,  it  must    be    noted,   includes 
passengers  carried  by  native  junks  reporting  to  the  Native  Customs, 
but  towed  by  steam-launches  reporting  to  the  Foreign  Customs. 

In  conclusion  I  must  express  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Act- 
ing Commissioner  of  Customs  for  early  access  to  the  returns  of  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  also  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Slieppard 
representative  here  of  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  and  Co.,  for  much 
and  varied  information  connected  with  the  port  of  Wuchow  and 
its  trade. 


'■\'i. 


F.r: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


WUCHOW. 


Annex  I. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Wucliow 
during  the  Years  1898-91). 


Anicles. 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.    ' 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

ForeiRn  importa :~ 

1 

Lbs. 

— 

... 

820 

278 

Cotton  good! — 

1 

1 

white        

PtooM      ... 

€2,615 

14,812 

78,460 

28,242 

„          ... 

66.426 

19,760 

76,186 

39,478 

figured,  brocaded, 

and  spotted    ... 

tt          ••• 

... 

... 

... 

•M 

djed,   plain.    20 

yardi    

»i          ••• 

16,748 

4,499 

32,427 

9,728 

dyed,    plain,    40 

yards    

t»          ••• 

2,824 

1,062 

2,911 

1,412 

„         dyed,  figured,  bro- 

caded,        and 

1 

■potted 

,,          ... 

4.288 

2,600 

9,710 

5,39  i 

T-dotha,  « Inches 

88,376 

8.772 

80,.'i46 

9,1(J4 

„       36      „       

*>          ••• 

9,676 

8,009 

8.6i:0 

3.86ii 

DriUs,  English          

620 

815 

946 

482 

„      American       

,,          ... 

89 

49 

55 

2i* 

Chintzes  and  furnitures     ... 

It          ••• 

2,149 

1.618 

4,823 

1,621 

Printed  cotton  ienos 

,,          ... 

2,259 

774 

7,922 

1,664 

Turkey-red  shirtings 

ft          ••• 

1,696 

887 

2,462 

883 

J*l»- 

nese  •••        >..        •••        ... 

* 

... 

... 

200 

60 

Cotton  lutings,  plain 

li          ••• 

...          i 

... 

3;i 

16 

„              figured      ... 

11          ••• 

4 

'2 

Cotton  Italians,  i>laia  and 

1 

figured         

,, 

^f'\ 

3": 

Til 

341 

Damasks        

«f 

434 

291 

&06 

644 

Velreu           

... 

2,312 

1,751 

2,287 

2,401 

Velveteens     

„ 

36- 

J45 

l,>15 

1,124 

Cambrics,  plain  and  i>'Autt  d 

II 

2,0C8 

344 

6,800 

1.218 

Muslins           

. 

3.64<J 

366 

4,248 

892 

Handkerchiefs,  cotton 

Doxens     ... 

r:oi4 

1.030 

18.596 

1.020 

„              cambric     ... 

20 

2 

ToweU 

!'• 

■8;706 

"287 

1.901 

148 

„      Japanese       

... 

1,7H1 

102 

1,984 

134 

Cotton  flannel          

Pieces      ... 

1,972 

1,186 

2,4.^8 

1,930 

„     cretonne        

II 

608 

628 

1,UTS 

1,08b 

,.     clotli,  Japanese     .  ... 

II 

2,4ft6 

870 

6,026 

767 

„     crape         „ 

II 

1.011 

210 

1,048 

168 

Mosquito  netting      

... 

|H 

5 

Towelling,  Japanese 

Lbs. 

-•■ 

1,200 

.V 

Cotton  yarn,  Indian ...        m. 

It             ••• 

8.290,267 

177,688 

ll,8i7,200 

235,509 

„         Japanese 

It 

6,000 

122 

1,600 

SO 

Cotton  thread 

„ 

11,883 

1,662 

14,933 

2,906 

„      crimp 

Pieces      .. 

A94 

258 

901 

ikto 

„      blankets         

... 

l,3bd 

278 

4,640 

1,021 

Unclaimed        

... 

766 

174 

Woollen  goods— 

Canileif,  h^nglish      

Pieces      ... 

711 

1,478 

634 

I,2.W 

„        Dutch         

2 

4 

„        imiUftiion 

69 

101 

'"'  66 

78 

Laijrir;;s,  plain          

r/ji 

707 

171 

2H2 

„         figured      

... 

314 

493 

938 

1,548 

„         imitation 

I 

... 

5 

5 

Long  ells          

*| 

4,630 

8,807 

10,514 

9.463 

Spanish  stripes          

1* 

402 

919 

&t>5 

3,31  S 

Ciotb,  broad,  medium,  and 

habit 

II          ••• 

413 

2,124 

481 

1,804 

Lustres  and  Orleans,  Ac.     ... 

... 

... 

65 

196 

Blankets         

PiOrs 

746 

446 

1,302 

1,113 

Union  or  poncho  cloth 

Pieces      ... 

170 

461 

24 

58 

Flannel 

11 

... 

148 

400 

Italian  cloth,  plain,  Ac.     ... 

... 

642 

1V46O 

664 

1,699 

Woollen  goods,  unclassed  ... 

... 

172 

43 

„       yam 

Lbs. 

9,'467 

765 

9,733 

1.528 

Metals— 

1 

Iron,  nail-rod            

1 

428,000 

1,261 

'       243,067 

9031 

„    bar         

»t             ••• 

261,067 

83;^ 

1,898,  US 

7.047 

.t    hoop      

... 

76,933 

289 

79,333 

294 

„    staeeu  and  plates 

It             ••• 

270,667 

797 

90,133 

334 

„    wire      

It             ••• 

24,033 

210 

65,057 

1             **1 

M    old         

884,533 

878 

272,800 

626 

,.    naUs      

... 

214,933 

1,198 

236.867 

1|428 

Ironware,  unclassed...        «. 

... 

178 

i            761 

Tin-plates       ...        

LU."       ^. 

26,000 

189 

l'6i883 

184 

Lead  in  pigs 

It 

46,600 

806 

14,267 

1            101 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  iato  Wuchow  during  the 
Years  1898-99— continued. 


Articles. 


..1 


Metato— Gontlaued— 

Lead  in  sheets  

Copper,  sheets  and  plates   .. 
old 

CoppcTM'are,  nnclassed 

Yellow   metal,   sheets  and 
plates  ^ 

Steel  bars       

Saodries— 

Almonds,  sweet        

Alum,  white 

Aniseed,  star 

Awabl 

Barley,  pearl 

Basins,  tin      , 

Bed-covers,  cotton 

Beer  and  porter        , 

Betel-nuts      , 

b^he-de-mer,  black  .. 

Boxes,  fancy  (Japanese)     ... 

Capp,  felt        

China  ware,  coane    .„ 

China-root      , 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Cinnamon       , 

Clove.i 

Clocks  

Cloth,  native,  nankeen 

Coal      ... 

Coinpoy  

Cotton,  raw,  Indian 

Cnttle-fish      ,«        

Dates,  black 

>t     red       

Dyes,  aniline 

Funs,  fancy 

Fish,  salt        

Fish-maws      

Flour 

Fungus 

Ginseng,  Corean,  let  quality 
M  American,  darifled 
„       native       

Glass,  window  

Glassware       

Gypsum  

Glue 

Ham     

Indiambber  shoes 

Indiffo,  liquid 

Isinglass         

Llama  braid 

Lamps 

Lampware      

Lead,  white 

„     yellow 

LUy  flowers,  dried 

Lily  flower  seeds      

Liquorice        ,^        

Machinery      

Mangrove  bark         

Matches,  wooden,  Japanese 

Medicines       

Milk,  condensed       

Medicines,  foreign 

Mushrooms 

Mussels,  dried  

Needles  

Oil.  kerosene- 
American    

Sumatmn 

Hu8^1an       

Oil,  ground-nut        

Paper,  1st  quality 

Pepper,  black 

t,       white  

Perfumery      


1898. 

1                   1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 
Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Lbs. 

667 

6 

i» 

20,183 

"296 

667 

25 

11 

... 

6,000 

87 

11 

146 

267 

11 

„ 

18,467 

281 

17,194 

580 

" 

36a,«W7 

1,808 

190,000 
11,067 

983 
398 

,« 

20ii200 

'481 

188,400 
6,533 

5J2 
160 

!  i!     '.'.', 

26;ooo 

"611 

19,867 
17,067 

719 
126 

Dozens     . . 

... 

8,067 

279 

Pieces      ... 

... 

... 

2,408 

186 
74 

Lbs.**'      ... 

448i788 

2;?oo 

606,800 

4,779 

«i 

39,888 

1,714 

3. '.533 

1,464 

Pieces      ... 

... 

II5,U36 

214 

„ 

... 

8,040 

285 

Lbs. 
11 

26;i38 

291 

18,6.?3 
20,667 

209 
535 

Lbs.  "      ... 

... 

'" 

i;2oo 

174 
120 

«t 

... 

, 

5,600 

100 

Pieces      ... 

a.019 

700 

3,4U 

1,004 

Lbs. 

126,400 

6,687 

Tons 

■"'386 

"440 

l.S-W 

1,420 

Lbs. 

... 

2,687 

121 

11            ••• 

628,200 

9,412 

690,000 

10,246 

11 

^M^ 

5,985 

268,533 

6.918 

•1            ••• 

88,600 

448 

118,133 

757 

11 

134,000 

682 
707 

15;'),  467 

787 
1,057 

Pleci's      ... 

16,629 

217 

Lbs. 
11 

726,267 

5,057 

1,462,000 
8,788 

6,908 
865 

fi 

2*^'2S 

*978 

524,267 

2,137 

11 

29,200 

687 

47,067 

MIS 

11            ••• 

... 

188 

260 

II            ••• 

188 

'48 

400 

176 

11 

... 

267 

181 

Boxes 

., 

^^ 

711 

406 

Lbs. 

16,000 

"iTl 

1,088 

11 

258,867 

268 

i.sesim 

3,858 

,1 

... 

12,267 

162 

«*'. 

... 

... 

6,067 

114 

Pairs 

... 

6,074 

421 

Lbs. 

... 

42,0C0 

898 

11 

... 

... 

6,400 

276 

«]* 

21,788 

2,179 

22,706 

2,468 

Pieces 

86,298 

1,160 
898 

69,211 

809 
241 

Lbs.  "      ... 

... 

... 

'9,867 

84 

11            ••• 

... 

... 

l.%600 

144 

11            ••• 
11            ••• 

227,788 

1,220 

225,200 
16,467 

2,154 
381 

,1 

23;7aj 

"818 

27,838 

430 
478 
710 

Lbs.*"      ... 

169,'200 

'l62 

9ii,4M 

Gross 

840,464 

11,922 

483,116 

19,183 

Lbs. 

439,067 

4,192 

699,888 

6,421 

Dozen 
... 

1.004 

184 

1.768 

828 
214 

Lbs. 

... 

'2i688 

107 

ittiie    ::: 

84^688 

1,181 

124,988 

1,827 

2,886 

162 

8.242 

141 

Gallons    ... 

404.426 

8,871 

1,481,660 

85,210 

11 

1,494,075 

28,816 

1,116,900 

26,421 

,, 

18,990 

879 

105,980 

2,514 

Lbs. 

... 

2>H,133 

8,079 

,. 

206,667 

2;436 

606,8  0 

^986 

11             ••• 

155,867 

1,670 

159.383 

2  868 

... 

24,188 

478 

14,267 

420 
189 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Wuchow  during  the 
Years  1898-99— continued. 


ti 


H 


ijilll 


1898. 

1899. 

AitlclM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

(Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Prawn*,  dried„ 

I^. 

ieo,iu 

8,164 

178,400 

4,918 

Ratoint 

M                          ••• 

58,400 

896 

90,800 

627 

Battan,  whole 

... 

4»,867 

876 

32,400 

189 

Bice      

»1                          ••• 

... 

21,866 

74 

hugs  and  drngfceU 

Piecea 

... 

261 

78 

Samshu           

Lbs. 

... 

... 

30,267 

186 

Sandalwood 

II            ••• 

81,067 

678 

126,467 

988 

Sea  blubber 

M,800 

183 

39.467 

202 

Seaweed,  JapaneM 

If            ••• 

121,US 

299 

146.633 

693 

Sharks  Una,  white 

«•            ••• 

S.783 

887 

8,867 

376 

elariflwl 

2,400 

289 

2,933 

443 

Soap     

•  M 

.  . 

... 

,, 

214 

Socks,  foreign 

DOMDS       ... 

8.658 

293 

Bilk,  piece-gooda      

Lbs. 

l's,*200 

9,861 

14^88 

9,973 

Stockfish        

II              ••• 

62,800 

1,009 

66,667 

t62 

Sugar,  white 

II                 ••• 

87,US 

167 

13,200 

74 

.,     candy  .^        

•1 

20.967 

92 

19,333 

162 

Tea,  black      

II                 ••• 

11.067 

311 

Tin-foil „.        ... 

II                 ••• 

lii-u 

"360 

3,867 

226 

Tobacco,  prepared    ... 

II                 ••• 

212,967 

4,662 

741,733 

16,021 

Toys     

Pieces      ... 

20,663 

1.469 

31,361 

148 

rmbrellas.  cotton    

Umbrella  frames      

II          ••• 

8,944 

1,964 

27,964 

1,678 

Dosena    ... 

.M 

16,359 

3^630 

Underclothing          

•  M 

... 

116 

Vermicelli      

Lba.         .,. 

203,267 

l',*481 

Ib8i667 

2,399 

Vermilion       

II            ••• 

6,400 

960 

Wax,  white 

II            ••« 

W;800 

1.116 

82,800 

8,821 

Wine ., 

... 

... 

IM 

Unenumerated         

.*• 

... 

9,696 

7,628 

Lbs. 

1,383 

49 

Braasware         

II            ••• 

i'6!40o 

"335 

2,667 

107 

Cape,  felt 

Pieces      ... 

... 

10,400 

804 

Qothing,  cotton          

Dye  stuff „ 

Lbs. 

68,888 

sVm 

27,867 

1,476 

••• 

7,477 

666 

933 

78 

It 

6,467 

60 

Fish,  ffalted        

,, 

... 

.'.'! 

8l,7Ji3 

386 

Glasswiire          

•1 

36.983 

682 

10,b00 

182 

Hams      

,1 

6,800 

162 

Indigo,  liquid 

II 

... 

... 

11,467 

66 

Ironware 

... 

61,067 

298 

6,133 

56 

Lamps 

Pieces      ... 

1,206 

56 

Lead,  white       

Lbs. 

... 

... 

8,800 

76 

„     yellow      

,, 

... 

11,200 

104 

Liquorice           

••             ••• 

... 

... 

3,067 

49 

Medicine 

16,867 

185 

12,667 

172 

Oil,  ground-nut 

II 

... 

20,000 

270 

Olive  seed           ...        ... 

II 

# 

6,000 

102 

Paper,  ist  quality        

II 

256^400 

8,*C21 

264,267 

3,121 

„».,     2nd      „             

II 

28,867 

141 

12,400 

53 

Peel,  orarge      

••• 

.  , 

, 

7,833 

103 

Prawn?!,  dried 

,,             ... 

28,4h7 

627 

8,067 

85 

Samthu 

II 

76,333 

403 

80,U€0 

360 

Seeds,  Ul>  flower 

II 

... 

800 

18 

Silk  piecc-Ktods 

II             ••• 

633 

"866 

667 

462 

Skins  (fur),  clothing    

II             ••• 

42,733 

146 

Tobacco,  leaf     

II 

74*,267 

"677 

89,733 

737 

„        prepared        

Twine,  hemp.  Canton  m.       .». 

„             ... 

242,C00 

6.170 

188,183 

3,809 

M. 

12,933 

127 

Unenumerated 

... 

... 

1,040 

I'll 
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Annex  II. — TiETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Wuchow  during  the  Years  1898-99 


1B98. 

1899. 

Anidas. 

~ 

Lbs. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Aniseed,  star        

919,467 

15,024 

1,266,400 

31,312 

Ananlc       

„            ... 

16,267 

167 

21,172 

138 

Bamboo  canes       

Pieces      ... 

... 

.M 

419,900 

334 

Bartey,  pearl        

Lbs. 

S58.800 

1,024 

332,267 

1,306 

Beaiu,  miicellaiieoas      

„            ... 

177.467 

'4» 

BraaBwara 

>t            »•• 

... 

... 

1,783     1 

68 

Cassia  Ugnea        ^        

it 

... 

30,191 

-295 

Cinnamon 

T«n.    ::. 

... 

2,000 

203 

Coal,  native          

8,287 

2,348 

1,828     ' 

1,371 

Coir  rope 

Lbs. 

... 

... 

12,800     , 

78 

Feathers,  dock,  fowl,  Ac. 
Firewood    Ma       ...       ...        «•. 

... 

47,200 

399 

»» 

3,862,133 

1,083 

20,476,000 

5,».78 

,,            ... 

... 

275,M3 

'061 

Fungus       

8,667 

204 

Glue,  oow 

,, 

25li.%-»    ' 

2,'424 

251,333     ; 

3,il0 

Hemp,  nw 

l'J7,0«7     ' 

1,678       . 

Hides,  cow  and  boflUo 

II            ••• 

2,44ii067 

35,841 

'^*I*'2Si 

**'2S 

Horns         

„            ... 

163,067 

1,186 

98,883 

700 

Indigo,  liquid       

II            ••• 

1,878,267 

8,050 

2,066,800 

9,998 

L*rd...        .„       ... 

It 

66,600 

689 

28,667 

297 

Leather       

•t            ••• 

991,333 

15,932 

899,388 

19,223 

SSSS.^"'.!    :::    :::    ::: 

1. 

ij            ••• 

25,200 
309,867 

217 
2,610 

ll,u67     ' 
317,467     ' 

161 
3,238 

Meats,  dried         ...       

... 

... 

12,400    1 

281 

Molasses     ...        .^ 

... 

666,267     1 

760 

Moxa          

... 

'8,267 

iVoos 

16,538 

3,217 

Mushrooms...        

• 

23,738 

1,016 

Nutgalls     

II            ••• 

981400 

lV496 

67,467 

1,867 

Nuts,  white           

Oil- 
Aniseed  

II 

55,333 

187 

382,583 

1,132 

II            ••• 

38,400 

8,229 

28,267 

7,179 

Cassia-leaf        

58,533 

9,407 

51,600 

8,708 

Ground-nut      

II 

40,133 

376 

„ 

Tea         

II            ••• 

244,538 

2,644 

71,200 

721 

Wood       M. 

1,464,133 

9,412 

2,77J,1.*3 

28,068 

Paper,  ist  quality 

II            *• 

39,333 

380 

;i06,633 

3,621 

..      2nd     , 

linmlier  Z 

116,533 

687 

189,067 

699 

H«s ^       ... 

346 

882 

148 

196 

PvuUry        ...        ...        ... 

Lit    ::: 

83,161 

2,166 

Preserves    

«2il3S 

"382 

86,800 

879 

Seeds,  meloa        .^       .^       ... 

n              ••• 

982,667 

6,222 

1,746,800 

"'IS 

„      sesamum    ...       

... 

••• 

68,600 

860 

Silk- 

Baw,  whito        

II              ••• 

54,183 

13,840 

88,467 

18,048 

„     wild         

... 

... 

800 

100 

„     refuse      

... 

... 

7,888 

866 

„     thrown    

11              ••• 

... 

6,867 

8,146 

Sinews,  oow,  Ao 

II 

... 

... 

6,800 

68 

Skin,  moose  deer 

.M 

... 

... 

■  M 

2,864 

Sugar- 

Brown 

Lhs. 

4,230.400 

14,499 

7,828,000 

21,206 

White      

II              ••• 

3,540,800 

15,910 

7,379,788 

41,611 

Candy     

II              ••• 

16,9SS 

78 

... 

... 

rallow,  animal     

•I                 ••• 

75^867 

488 

140,188 

1,182 

Tin 

•1                 •" 

9,733 

157 

88,788 

1,028 

Tohaoco,  leaf        

It                 •■* 

268,667 

2,886 

211,200 

1,817 

Timber,  planks,  camphor  wood, 

Ac 

Pieces     ... 

... 

86,000 

Bl 

Sundries,  unenumeraled 

... 

2,816 

1,862 

1572) 
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Annex  III. — ^Tabls  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
•  from  and  Imported  to  Wuchow  to  and  from  Foreign  CountrieB 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Exports.* 

Importo. 

18d8. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899, 

Hong-Kong 

£ 

164,928 

£ 

878,028 

£ 
896,147 

£ 

611,484 

*  BxporU  include  re-exports. 

Annex  IV. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Wuchow 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Snilinf^.                               Staam. 

Total. 

Natioiulity. 

MuBter  of 
YmmIs. 

.r«—          Number  of         -,^^. 
rone.           ve«ele.           ^®"-     ' 

Number  of 
VeeaaU. 

Tom. 

BritUh       ... 

▲mericaa 

PoTtQgiiMe 
ChineM     ...        ... 

170 
*i2 

22,981                842               45,680 

81                 1.968 

17                   289 

822                986               22,868 

512 
81 
17 

948 

68,511 

1,968 

289 

22,686 

Total      

„  forttasjear 
preoadinf     ... 

182 
164 

28,308             1,826               70,186 
18,188                809        1       40,640 

1,608 
978 

98,488 
68,728 

Cleared. 


Sailing.               1               Steam.                                 Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 

Vesielfl. 

TO"-       Z'v'SilL"         T"«'--          ""^^L^*         Ton,. 

Britteh       

American 

PoitUKuese 
Chinese     

169 
"12 

22,849                342        !       45,.^30                611        1       68,879 

31                 1,968                  81                 1,968 

17                    289      1            17        I            289 

822      1          9*^        I       22,851       1          947               22,678 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding      ... 

181 
168 

28,171             1,825               70,123      '       1,506        i       98,294 

1 
18,127                809               40,640                972               88,667 

1 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Foochow  for  the   Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Playfahl 

KReceived  at  Foreign  Office,  May  7,  1900.) 

The  trade  of  Foochow  in  1899  shows  an  increase  of  323,724/.  Total  tarade* 
over  that  of  1898,  and  the  diminution  shown  in  1897  is  more  than 
recouped.  •  A  comparative  table  is  given  below : — 


Tear. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling,^ 

1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

.. 

Hk.  taeh. 
14,796,406 
13,707,755 
16,885,168 
17,286,893 

£ 
2,342,764 

2,027,606 

2,269,309    ^ 
2,693,033 

The  rates  of  exchange  at  which  the  customs  values  have  been 
calculated  have  varied  each  year,  but,  as  will  be  remarked  from 
the  above  table,  the  advance  has  been  considerable  in  both 
denominations. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  steam  traffic  remains  as  before  in  British  Shipping, 
hands   and   shows,  both  in  its  entirety  and  in  the  British  pre- 
dominance, an  appreciable  increase  over  1898.     It  will  be  observed 
that  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  is  notably  more.     The  increase 
is  attributable  to  Japanese  craft,  and  for  this  the  neighbourhood    . 
of  Formosa  is  chiefly  accountable. 

Japan  is  gi'adually  enlarging  her  share  in  the  shipping  trad.e. 
A  line  of  steamers  now  plies  regularly  between  Shanghai,  Foochow, 
Formosa,  and  Hong-Kong.  The  vessels  belong  to  the  Japanese 
Ked  Cross  Society  and  in  time  of  war  would  act  as  hospital  ships, 
but  in  peace  are  being  used  for  cargo  and  passengers.  I  hear 
them  highly  spoken  of  in  point  of  comfort. 

The  privileges  accorded  by  the  Inland  Navigation  Regulations  Inland 
are  sparsely  taken  advantage  of  at  Foochow  by  Europeans.     On  »a^ig»tion. 
the  Hin  River  the  limit  of  navigation  is  soon  reached,  it  does  not 
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extend  100  miles.  On  the  Yung-fu  Eiver  the  distance  navigable 
ifl  still  less.  Upwards,  between  Foochow  and  Shui-K'ou,  the  head 
of  navigation  on  the  Min  River,  and  downwards  towards  the  sea, 
a  number  of  native-owned  steam  launches  ply,  and  in  view  of  the 
inevitable  competition  probably  the  enterprise  does  not  attract 
Europeans.  As  Mr.  Fraser  pointed  out  in  his  trade  report  for 
1898,  there  remain  places  on  the  sea-coast  in  considerable  numbers 
to  which  the  concession  applies,  but  these  do  not  seem  to  tempt 
Western  energies. 

There  is  an  increase  of  177,825/.  in  foreign  imports  over  1898. 
The  amount  of  opium  has  risen  from  204,507/.  to  306,099/.  in 
value,  and  from  3,784  cwts.  to  4,475  cwts.  in  amount.  Native 
opium  has  decreased  by  175  cwts.  and  nearly  2,000/.  The  retail 
opium  trade  at  Foochow  is  chiefly  in  native  hands  and  practically 
all  conducted  by  one  firm.  There  are  foreign  firms  which  bring 
small  quantities  to  Foochow,  but  the  native  retailer  prefersi  to  buy 
at  Hong-Kong  direct  from  the  foreign  importer  there ;  if  he  dc^es 
buy  on  the  spot,  he  distinctly  intimates  that  he  consider  he  is 
doing  a  favour  to  the  selling  firm. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  prices  during  the  year  and 
.the  division  of  the  business  between  foreiorners  and  natives: — 


Sold  by— 

European  firms 
Chinese  firms 

Total   .. 


Price — 
Old  .. 
New 


Malwa. 
Chefits. 

213 

1,368 


Patna. 


Benares. 


1,581 


Doltars. 
720-925 
770-960 


Chests. 

61 
951 


Chests. 

11 
366 


Persian.    |      Total, 
Chests.  Chests. 


53 

505 


1,012 


377 


558 


Dollars.  Dollars. 
725-935  ,  720-922* 
745-965      775-866 


I 


Dollars 
Paper.      I 
725-885 


338 
3.190 

3,528 


Of  native  opium  I  am  informed  that  about  4,000  piculs  were 
imported,  say  4,762  cwts.  The  major  part  comes  from  Szechuen, 
but  Yunnan  and  Chehkiang  contribute  also ;  while  about  700 
piculs  are  the  product  of  this  province.  I  am  informed  that  in 
1899  the  importation  of  the  native  article  has  fallen  off.  Of  this 
amount,  however,  only  556  piculs  (662  cwts.)  came  under  the 
cognisance  of  the  Maritime  Customs.  Its  places  of  origin  are  as 
under : — 


Szechuen     •  • 
Yunnan       . .  ,  ♦ 

Wenchow  (Chehkiang) 
Fuhkien — 

Fu-ning    . . 

Ch'ang-16.. 

Lien-Chiang 


Quantity. 


Piculs. 

2,400 
300 
600 

400 
200 
100 
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The  importation  of  piece-goods  remains  fairly  stationary.  Piece-goods. 
English  drills  have,  however,  fallen  ofiP,  while  Amerioan  have 
advanced.  Dutch  drills  are  reduced  to  a  very  small  amount. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  Indian  yam,  but  that 
from  Japan  has  risen  from  1,404  cwts.  to  10,027  cwts.  in  quantity 
and  from  3,351/.  to  24,853/.  in  value,  thus  showing  itself  a  formid- 
able competitor.  Piece-goods  illustrate  what  is  becoming  a  normal 
feature  of  foreign  trade  in  China,  except  at  the  distributing 
centres,  Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai,  the  trade  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chinese,  who  go  to  these  distributing  centres  to 
purchase  the  stock  they  require.  China  still  needs  the  foreigner 
lor  exports,  but  for  imports  he  is  not  essential  This  feature  of 
modem  trade  in  China,  which  is  gradually  becoming  a  constant 
factor  at  all  outports,  does  not  affect  the  volume  of  trade  nor  the 
profits  of  the  manufacturer.  The  volume  of  trade  increases  at  a 
regular  rate  every  year  in  almost  all  places;  Birmingham  and 
Manchester  thrive  though  the  middleman's  occupation  is  nearly 
gone. 

In  metals  there  is  no  variation  worthy  of  note.    The  principal  Metals, 
kinds  imported  into  Foochow  are  tin  for  making  kerosene  re- 
ceptacles and  lead  used  for  the  linings  of  tea  chests. 

Under  the  head  of  sundries  there  has  been  a  notable  increase  Sundries. 
in  coal,  3,484Z.  in  1898  being  contrasted  with  25,136/.  in  1899. 
Flour,  mostly  Califoraian,  has  risen  from  15,810/.  to  65,084/.,  and 
machinery  has  doubled  in  value.  In  kerosene  oil,  the  Russian 
from  Batoum  has  taken  the  first  place  with  1,792,050  gallons, 
against  894,835  gallons  in  1898;  whereas  the  Sumatra  oil  has 
sunk  from  1,157,590  gallons  in  1898  to  477,980  gallons  in  1899 ; 
American  oil  shows  an  increase,  872,970  geJlons  having  been 
imported,  as  compared  with  229,900  gallons  in  1898. 

Japan  has  hitherto  had  the  monopoly  of  matches,  236,117  Matciiw. 
gross  having  been  brought  over  in  1899,  as  against  236,964  gross 
in  1898.  A  British  firm  has  now  established  a  factory  in  Foochow 
itself  and  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  permission  from  the  Chinese 
Government  to  import  sulphur,  for  which  special  permission  was 
necessary,  the  importation  of  sulphur  being  otherwise  prohibited 
by  the  tariff,  as  it  is  an  ingredient  in  the  manufacture  of  gun- 
powder. The  Chinese  authorities  have  fixed  the  duty  to  be  paid 
when  the  matches  are  sold  at  Foochow  at  2^  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
when  they  are  conveyed  into  the  interior  a  further  2^  per  cent,  is 
demanded,  the  likin  being  thus  the  equivalent  of  a  whole  import 
duty.  The  Japanese  matches,  on  the  other  hand  have,  on  arrival 
to  pay  5  per  cent,  import  duty  and  half  that  sum  in  addition  on 
being  sent  inland.  The  authorities  have  also  undertaken  that 
when  this  5  per  cent,  has  been  paid,  the  one  payment  shall  clear 
the  goods  from  all  other  charges  in  the  interior.  In  brief,  they 
give  the  matches  the  privileges  of  the  transit  pass.  These  terms 
appear  to  me  as  favourable  as  could  be  desired  and,  so  long  as  the 
imposition  of  likin  is  tolerated  by  foreign  Powers,  sufficiently 
reasonable.  The  great  objection  to  likin  in  the  eyes  of  the  mer-  l^ikin. 
chant  is,  not  so  much  the  amount  exacted,  as  its  indefiniteness. 
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In  many  cases  it  has  been  impossible  to  calculate  in  advance  to 
how  much  the  extra-tariff  dues,  which  will  be  levieci  on  foreign 
uncertificated  goods  sent  into  the  interior,  will  amount  before  they 
reach  their  destination  and  enter  into  consumption-     Deprived  of 
this  knowledge,  the  foreign  merchant  is  unable  to  fix  such  a  price 
on  his  wares  as  will  pay  him  for  the  venture.     The  device  of  the 
transit  pass  was  originally  intended  to  obviate  this  uncertainty. 
The  half-duty  paid  was  therefore  meant  to  commute  all  inland 
dues  and  no  doubt  rendered  a  fair  equivalent.     The  defect  in  the 
transit  pass  is  that,  in  provinces  where  it  prevails  to  any  great 
extent,  it  took  this  commutation  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  pro- 
vincial Government  and  put  it  into  that  of  the  Imperial  Customs, 
so  that  the  Governments  in  question  found  the  funds  on  which 
they   had  relied   for   provincial   expenditure  diverted   from   the 
treasuries  of  the  provinces  to  that  of  Peking,     The  result  has 
been  the  multiform  illegal  levies  imposed  on   foreign  goods  at 
which  merchants  have  gnashed  their  teeth   and   against  which 
Consuls    have   struggled   for    so    many   years.      "  Likin,"  being 
a   name   in   bad   odour,   has   for   the  most    part   been   avoided, 
and     the     illej^al     dues     have     masqueraded    as     "Lo-ti-shui" 
(destination  tax),  "  ko-ku"  (tax  on  traders),  &c.     When  these  im- 
positions are  objected   to,  the   invariable   retort  of  the  Chinese 
authorities  is  that  they  are  paid  by  the  native  purchaser  and  are, 
therefore,  nothing  to  do  with  the  foreign  importer.    The  argument 
is  sophistical,  and  yet   the  position  assumed   by  the    provincial 
authorities  is    intelligible.     The  funds  produced   by  this   inland 
taxation  are  absolutely  essential  for  provincial  needs ;  if  they  are 
diverted  from   the  provincial  exchequers   to  Peking  the   former 
must  devise  something  in  their  place.     I  believe  that  at  present 
a  portion  of  the  sums  acquired  from  transit  half-duty  is  handed 
over  to  the  provincial  treasury,  but  more  than  this  is  required. 
Such  funds   should   be  handed  over  altogether;  Peking   has  no 
claim  to  them.     It  is  understood  that  when  the  tariff  revision  is 
carried  out  for  which  China  is  clamouring,  foreign  nations  will 
not  be  avei-se  to  an  increase  of  the  duties,  but  will  require  as  a  quid 
pro  quo  the  abolition  of  extra  tariff  dues  altogether.     On  foreign 
goods  there  will  be  then  only  one  payment  of  duty  throughout 
the  Empire,  that  will  be  paid  to  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs 
and  will  clear  the  goods  throughout  the  country.     If  such  a  finality 
can  be  attained  it  will  be  a  great  boon  to  foreign  commerce ;  but  it 
will  beunattained  and  unattainable  unless  the  claims  of  the  provinces 
are  fairly  taken  into  account.     If  likin  and  its  congeners  are  to  be 
successfully   done   away   with,   each   province   must  receive   its 
specified  quota  of  the  tariff  duties.     One  dif&culty  connected  with 
the  abolition  of  likin  and  the  like  is  the  fact  than  an  immense 
number  of  subordinate  officials  will  be  thrown  out  of  work,  and 
will  lose  their  means  of  livelihood.     It  is  a  problem  which  will 
demand  much  thought  for  its  solution. 

The  staple  export,  in  fact  the  only  export  of  any  importance 
from  Foochow,  is  tea,  and  the  statistics  are  encouraging.  In  1899, 
48,164,500  lbs.  valued  at  1,034,060/.  were  exported,  as  against 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FOOCHOW.  7 

41,832,896  lbs,  worth  970,974Z.  in  1898.  Two  gentlemen,  Messrs. 
Balloch  and  Simpson,  have  kindly  furnished  me  with  some  notes 
of  the  trade,  which  I  here  append : — 

''  The  year  1899  will  be  looked  back  upon  as  a  very  exceptional 
one  in  the  history  of  the  tea  trade. 

"  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  distributing  houses  on  the 
London  and  other  consuming  markets  awoke  to  the  fact,  that 
supplies  from  India,  Ceylon,  and  China  were  very  short,  and  that 
they  would  not  be  able  to  procure  their  requirements  on  their  own 
terms  from  day  to  day,  as  they  had  grown  accustomed  to  doing 
for  the  past  eight  or  nine  years.  The  natural  consequence  was  a 
great  boom  in  teas  for  price,  and  common  congou  rose  from  4^d.  to 
fd.  per  lb, 

"  It  was  under  these  conditions  that  the  Foochow  market  opened  Buaineai  to 
in  the  spring.     It  was  generally  expected  the   ss.  *  Glengyle '  ^<^^*^®'^« 
would  be  the  first  steamer  for  London,  but  the  ss.  *Glaucus' 
coming  in  for  brick  tea,  led  certain  operators  to  open  the  market 
somewhat  prematurely,  and  she  took  over  1,000  tons  two  or  three 
weeks  before  the  '  Glen '  could  get  away. 

"  Very  little  benefit  was  derived  by  any  one  thus  hurrying 
shipments  forward ;  common  tea  alone  gave  satisfactory  results, 
the  London  buyers  abstaining  from  purchasing  the  better  grades 
until  they  had  seen  the  larger  selection,  which  they  knew  would 
very  shortly  arrive  in  the  'Glen.'  Total  shipments  to  London 
were  3,000,000  lbs.  in  excess  of  the  previous  year;  almost  the 
whole  of  this  excess  was  in  teas  for  price,  the  high  ruling  prices 
causing  the  natives  t6  bring  down  large  supplies.  The  price  for 
this  grade  was  well  maintained  on  the  London  market  throughout 
the  season  ;  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  large  increase  in  consump- 
tion in  the  United  Kingdom,  which  now  amounts  to  over  6  lbs. 
per  head  of  the  population.  On  the  other  hand,  the  higher  grades 
were  in  little  demand,  which  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  unsatis- 
factory feature  as  regards  the  future  of  the  port,  as  it  indicates 
that,  though  the  distributors  have  paid  high  prices  for  our  lower 
grades,  they  have  only  done  so  under  the  necessity  of  filling  up 
their  cheap  blends,  and  that  the  taste  for  China  tea  itself  is  growing 
less  every  year." 

The  above  remarks  apply  in  great  measure  to  the  Austi-alian  BiisinesB  to 
trade.     The  export  showed  a  small  increase  over  the  previous  '^^*'™^^- 
year;  speaking  generally,  common  and  medium  grades  showed 
satisfactory  results    to  shippers,  while  the    higher  grades  lost 
money. 

Owing  to  the  high  prices  ruling  in  London  at  the  beginning  of  Business  to 
the  year,  considerable  shipments  were  made  by  Continental  firms  of  Euror^^"^ 
to  London-  which  demanded  their  markets  of  common  tea.     The 
consequence  of  this  was  that  large  orders  with  high  limits  were 
sent  out  to  this  market.     The  total  export,  however,  was  very  little 
in  excess  of  the  previous  year. 

The  export  to  South  Africa  shows  a  falling-off.    This  may  be  Business  to 
accounted  for  partly  by  the  increased  production  of  Natal  teas  and  South  Africa, 
partly  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  political  atmosphere  at  the 
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beginning  of  the  year,  wbich  caused  the  African  houses  to  be  some- 
what cautious  in  sending  forward  their  indents. 

In  spite  of  the  most  strenuous  efforts  on  behalf  of  both  the 
Ceylon  and  Indian  tea  associations  to  force  British-grown  teas 
into  consumption  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  note  the  total  export  from  this  for  the  past  season  is  again 
slightly  larger  (an  actual  increase  of  500,000  lbs.  on  the  previous 
season's  figures).  There  seems  little  doubt  that  black  teas  are 
rapidly  growing  in  favour  (particularly  in  the  United  States),  an 
increase  of  2,000,000  lbs.  being  shown  this  season ;  against  this, 
however,  there  is  a  falling-off  of  1,500,000  lbs.  in  the  Oolong 
export,  which  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  working  of  the  new 
Government  inspection  law  in  the  United  States;  the  disas- 
trous losses  thereby  incurred  by  several  firms  last  year,  causing 
all  shippers  of  the  lower  grades  of  Oolong  to  be  very  chary  of 
operating  this  season  in  these  teas,  and  thus  materially  curtcdling 
supplies  from  the  country,  the  native  also  not  caring  to  run  the 
risk  of  finding  practically  no  market  for  such  teas ;  until  some 
modification  is  made  in  the  present  ambiguous  wording  of  the 
new  law  with  regard  to  the  word  "  quality,"  an  annual  decrease  in 
shipments  must  be  looked  for. 

The  old  established  "  fine  strings"  seem  to  have  quite  gone 
out  of  favour,  the  natives  have  for  several  years  past  met  with 
such  heavy  losses  on  all  the  finer  grades  of  Oolong,  that  each  year 
also  sees  a  gradual  decrease  in  supplies  of  the  same. 

With  regard  to  black  teas,  as  long  as  the  duty  of  10  c.  per  IK 
remains  in  force,  there  is  bound  to  be  a  gdod  demand  for  ''  teas 
for  price  "  and  of  equal  qualitv  to  the  Government  standard,  which 
can  be  laid  down  in  New  York  at  say  21  c.  per  lb.  duty  paid ; 
and  the  very  satisfactory  increase  in  this  year's  figures,  and  also 
the  steady  and  good  market  shown  for  such  teas  on  their  arrival 
in  New  York,  proves  that  the  consumer  now  evidently  prefers 
them  to  Oolong. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  customs  returns,  show 
the  comparative  exports  to  different  parts  of  the  world  for  the 
past  four  years : — 


To- 

Quantity. 

1899-1900. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

Europe         

Australia  and  New  Zealand 
United  States  and  Canada . . 
South  Africa 
Coast  southward     •• 
„      northward     •• 

Lbs. 
16,174,605 
6,094,660 
9,629,601 
1,223,245 
8,604,686 
7,421,858 

Lbs. 
12,976,578 
5,818,984 
9,158,280 
1,417,703 
3,487,405 
5,910,040 

Lbs. 
12,607,188 
4,447,217 
7,740,845 
1,257,944 
8,478,286 
6,361,542 

Lbs. 

12,994,298 
6,2(8.357 

12,142,286 
2,577,719 
4,864,182 

18,720,934 

Total 

44,148,650 

88,718,910 

85,887,522 

52,507,776 
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On  May  8,  1899,  the  port  of  San-tu-Ao  was  declared  open  to  Mis- 
trade  by  the  Chinese  Government.  It  is  maintained  by  China  oelUmeoiis. 
that  San-tu  stands  on  a  different  footing  from  the  ordinary  ports, 
having  been  opened  voluntarily  and  not  in  consequence  of  any 
treaty  stipulation.  Chin-wan<T-tao  (better  known  as  Pei-tai-ho) 
in  Chihli  and  VVoosung  were  declared  open  to  trade  at  the  same 
time.  San-tu- Ao  is  situated  on  the  Sam-Sah  inlet  and  is  close  to 
the  prefectural  city  of  Fu-ning;  indeed,  when  first  mentioned, 
San-tu  was  genc^rally  referred  to  as  Fu-ning. 

Commercially,  San-tu  is  not  making  any  great  progress.  It 
was  hoped  that  the  large  quantity  of  tea  which  comes  from  that 
region  might  find  shipment  at  San-tu  ;  but  practically  it  is  found 
that  this  tea  continues  to  find  its  way  overland  to  Pagoda  Anchor- 
age and  is  there  put  on  board  steamers  for  Hong-Kong  or  Amoy. 
Chinese  conservatism  is  opposed  to  change.  There  are  no  imports 
worthy  of  mention  and,  beyond  the  tea  referred  to,  no  exports ; 
the  tea  has  been  conveyed  to  Pagoda  Anchorage  for  generations  on 
coolie-back,  and  so  it  seems  likely  to  continue  to  be  conveyed. 

The  Eiver  Min,  between  Foochow  and  Pagoda  Anchorage,  ^^^^  ^*°* 
continues  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  and  yearly  silts  up  more. 
There  is  a  sand  bar  about  half  way  between  tliese  two  points, 
which  often  stops  launches,  even  of  light  draught,  at  low  water. 
Only  vessels  drawing  a  few  feet  of  water  can  reach  the  city,  and 
then  they  must  take  advantage  of  spring  tides,  and  once  having 
come  up  to  Foochow  they  are  compelled  to  remain  there  till  the 
next  spring  tide  releases  them. 

Foochow  has  hitherto  not  been  the  hunting  ground  of  Euro-  ^^"fnc«  o^ 
pean  concession n aires.     No  railways  have  been  surveyed,  nor  any  ^^er^  *" 
attempt  been  made  to  open  mines  of  coal  or  metal.     I  hear  that  conceBsionB. 
some  prospecting  has  been  done,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
practical  result.    This  may  be  owing  to  a  lack  of  capital.    1  believe 
coal  of  good  quality  and  quantity  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Foochow. 

The  question  of  what  portion  of  this  port  is  to  be  held  a  likin-  l^i^^in-free 
free  area  has  not  yet  been  decided.  The  right  of  the  British"^^^*' 
merchant  to  convey  foreign  goods  across  the  Long  Bridge  into 
the  southern  suburb  of  the  city  exempt  from  Hkin  has,  however, 
been  established  as  a  temporary  arrangement  until  the  likin  free 
area  has  been  officially  determined.  The  sole  condition  insisted 
on  by  the  local  authorities  is  that  such  goods  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  the  Consul's  card,  certifying  their  nature  and  owner- 
ship. This  arrangement,  negotiated  by  Mr.  Fraser  last  spring, 
has  worked  smoothly  since  it  was  started. 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  this  custom  a  British  firm, 
Odell  and  Co.,  suffered  the  detention  of  a  quantity  of  Indian  yarn, 
owing  to  their  refusal  to  pay  the  likin  demanded.  Money  was 
paid  under  protest  and  the  case  referred  to  Peking ;  the  Tsung-li- 
Yamen  decided  that  no  likin  was  payable  and  the  amount  was^ 
eventually  refunded  togetl«ir  with  heavy  damages  for  loss  of 
market,  &c. 
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Till  early  in  the  pi-esent  year  there  was  in  Foochow  a  depart- 
ment called  the  Board  of  Foreign  Trade,  which  was  presided  over 
by  two  officials,  with  the  rank  of  Taotai,  and  which  was  supposed 
to  serve  as  a  channel  of  communication  between  the  Viceroy  and 
the  Consuls.  From  these  it  obtained  scant  recognition,  for 
though  convenient  inasmuch  as  it  acted  as  a  sort  of  buffer  between 
the  Viceroy  and  the  foreign  officials,  and  no  doubt  saved  him  con- 
siderable labour,  still  it  was  defective  inasmuch  as  its  heads  were 
not  endowed  witli  sufficient  authority,  and  there  was  no  assurance 
that  their  orders  would  be  obeyed  by  the  local  authorities.  More- 
over, owing  to  the  fact  that  there  were  two  chiefs,  the  responsi- 
bility was  divided,  to  the  detriment  of  business.  In  the  spring  this 
Board  was  finally  abolished,  and  by  orders  of  the  Tsung-li-YamSn 
a  new  department  took  its  place.  This  is  called  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  lias  the  advantage  of  having  only  one  supreme 
head.  The  division  of  responsibility  has  ceased,  but  I  am  by  no 
means  convinced  that  the  Bureau  is  more  competent  to  enforce 
its  authority  than  the  Board  was. 


Table  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Foochow  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam.                         Sailing.                          Total. 

Total 

NaUonality. 

Knmber  of 
VewelB. 

Toni. 

Number  of 
Veuels. 

Value  of 
Tom.      Number  of      ^                  Cargo. 

Brittah 

ChineM 

Gemym 

Other  nationi  ... 

174 
89 
21 
19 

228,602 
36,483 
37,498 
21,169 

7 
14 

3 
71 

97 
36 

3,820 
1,163 
1,341 
4.247 

10,661 
16,209 

181 
103 
24 
90 

£ 

232,822            903,774 

86.686             82y,862 

88,886     !          86.416 

26,406              26.929 

ToUl  ^ 
„    lor    the 
yejx      pre- 
ceding 

808 
279 

322,689 
294,016 

400 
814 

838,160    1     1.866,980 

! 
309,226     i        720,061 

Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing.                           I'oUl. 

i 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number  ol 
Vesaeis. 

Tons. 

1                   1        • 
Number  of      -,„„.       Number  of     -,  _ 
VesBeJ..  !     T°"«-         \eue\s.  ,     ^ona. 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

British 

Chineae 

German 

Other  nationa  ... 

173 
89 
21 
20 

228,467 
36,438 
37,496 
21.!i28 

7 
14 

3 
71 

3,820 
1,163 
1,841 

4,229 

180 
103 
24 
91 

280,287 
86,686 
38,836 
26,167 

£ 

900,877 

218,473 

66,963 

130,898 

Total 

„    lor    the 
year      pre- 
leding 

SC3 
279 

323,323 
294,289 

96 
86 

10,543 
16,209 

398 
314 

338,866 
2ei>,448 

1,3C2,201 
820,209 
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Table  II. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Foochow 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

Artiolct. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

roraign  goods:— 

£ 

£ 

Opiam— 
1Ib1w»         ...        «,        ... 

Cwtfc       ... 

1,932 

128,368 

1,488 

94,896 

Patna         

ti          **' 

1,836 

99,887 

1,626 

99.085 

Benares 

n            ••• 

545 

87,986 

526 

81,154 

Persian       

662 

40,468 

699 

89,877 

Cottons- 

Shirtings,  grey         

Pieces      ... 

61,984 

23,484 

68,652 

21,824 

wliite      

„ 

16,167 

10,849 

16,572 

10,764 

Troths          

,,          ... 

144,577 

51,902 

106.076 

28,641 

Diills- 

English 

,,          ... 

6,458 

2.664 

6,500 

8,018 

Amerleaa 

„          ••• 

5,876 

3,150 

8,066 

1,691 

Dutch         

60 

87 

418 

268 

TurkoT-reds 

„          ... 

18,810 

5,664 

13,882 

5,858 

ItaUans          

,,          ... 

6,908 

6,482 

7,692 

6,510 

Tarn,  Indian 

Gwts.       ... 

28,894 

70,706 

86,528 

87,846 

„     Japanese        

„           ... 

10,027 

24,858 

1,404 

8.851 

Camlets,  English 

Pieces     ... 

2,450 

4,790 

2.182 

4,052 

Lastings      

Spanish  stripes      

„ 

1,129 

1,985 

1,829 

2,220 

,,          ... 

1,844 

2.494 

1,608 

2,810 

Metals- 

Tln  (in  rlabs;        

Cwts. 

4,787 

16,978 

4.850 

12,898 

Lead  (In  pigs)       .«       ... 

M                      ••■ 

24,590 

18,570 

34,420 

26.487 

Steel ^ 

11.974 

9,840 

6,520 

4.577 

Sondries- 

Beche-de-mer       

«l    1 

5,094 

10,199 

3,670 

5,428 

Coal 

Tons 

15,197 

25,186 

3,879 

3.484 

Fish,  salt     

Cwts.       ... 

40,476 

19,217 

24,856 

11,682 

Flour          

„           ... 

52,622 

65,084 

28,248 

15,810 

Olnseng,  Japanese 

If           ••• 

256 

8,525 

216 

7.228 

„        American 

93 

6,230 

88 

5,820 

Machinery 

... 

13,541 

... 

6,721 

Hatchet,  Japanese 
Munitions  of  war 

Gross 

286,117 

10,848 

286,964 

8,590 

... 

... 

6,664 

... 

7,088 

American 

Qallons    ... 

872,970 

21,958 

229,900 

5.804 

Bossian      

It        ••• 

1,792,050 

41,881 

894,885 

15,984 

Snmatran    ... 

i»        ••• 

427,980 

11,521 

1,157.590 

28,101 

IJative:— 

Cloth « 

Cwts.       ... 

2.490 

25,888 

2,614 

14,769 

Hemp  ...       .M       *••        ••■ 

♦» 

18,018 

15,464 

18,240 

16,600 

Indigo 

Medicines      ...       ...       ... 

i»          ••• 

22,582 

14.501 
17,065 

22,186 
... 

11,286 
25.887 

Opium 

Cwts!*      ... 

"662 

82,260 

887 

86,207 

II               ••• 

66,799 

24,886 

6,888 

8,150 

Silk  piece-goods 

„               ... 

880 

24,277 

528 

81,896 

Tohacco,  prepared 

„             ... 

9,144 

24.189 

12,925 

t8,671 
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Table  III. — Return  ot  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Foochow 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


ArUclet. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

4 

£ 

Bamboo  shoots         

Cwts. 

73,785 

46,815 

68,792 

86,921 

Hoshrooms 

„ 

8,171 

17,297 

2,685 

9,063 

Paper  

i»           ••• 

88,700 

86.974 

82,565 

84,3198 

..     Jos«       

11.248 

20,170 

10,848 

16,806 

Tea- 

Black 

Lbs. 

40,912,800 

967,596 

86.909,888 

920,864 

fireen          

•• 

8.400 

114 

6,272 

74 

Dust 

„ 

704.100 

4,994 

589.904 

8,640 

Leaf  and  siftings 

f> 

678.900 

18.751 

581.888 

12,822 

Hrick,  black          

t»            ••• 

5,860.800 

42,605 

4,794,944 

34.074 

Wood  poles     

Pieces 

290,885 

45.669 

296,557 

44,060 

Annex  IV. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported from  and  Imported  to  Foochow  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  and  Chinese  Ports  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Country. 

Exports. 

1 
18f>9.             1808 

Imports. 

18&9. 

£ 

849,677 
48,300 

1898. 

Great  Britain 

British  possesBionB 

Other  countries 

£ 
*      254,347 
313,549 
812,462 

£ 
213,382 
338.281 
268,096 

£ 

706,722 
13,830 

Total  foreign  countries  . . 
Obinese  ports 

880,368 
416,837 

820,209 
857,301 

897,877 
397,961 

720,052 
254,962 

Total  foreign  countries  and 
Chinese  ports 

1,297,195 

1,177,510 

1,296,838 

976,014 
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Report  on  the   Trade  of  Fakhoi  for  the  Tear  1899 
By  Mb.  Acting-Consul  Nevux-Perkins. 

(Eeoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  May  3, 19000 

The  total  trade  of  the  port  of  Pakhoi  during  the  year  1899  Total  trade, 
amounted  to  621,280/.,  as  against  616,230/.  in  1898,  there  is  thus 
a  slight  improvement  to  record,  and  it  seems  as  if  the  trade  had 
reached  its  lowest  ebb,  especially  as  the  improvement  is  due  to 
imports. 

During  the  year  the  average  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  was  ttate  of 
35.,  which  has  accordingly  been  taken  as  its  value  for  the  purpose  exchange, 
of  preparing  the  tables  accompanying  this  report. 

Imports  have   risen  from  351,910/.  to   371,837/.,   or  nearly  inoieaae  of 
6  per  cent.,  which  is  satisfactory,  as  from  a  foreign  point  of  view  importB. 
the   import   trade  is   the  chief  commercial   reason   of   Pakhoi's 
existence  as  a  treaty  port.     Exports  this  year  show  a  reduction  Beduction  of 
of  about  15,000/.,  this  was,  however,  to  be  expected,  as  the  sudden  ^^P®***- 
increase  of   17   per  cent,  in  the  returns  for  1898  was  due  to 
exceptional  causes  and  not  likely  to  be  maintained.     Thus,  the 
total  of  249,443/.  for  exports  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

The  largest  item  on  the  import  list  is  Indian  cotton  yam ;  Ii"P«''t8- 
this  article,  which  was  responsible  for  about  40  per  cent,  of  the 
imports  total,  showed  a  falling-off  in  1898  which  has  been  further 
accentuated  in  1899,  6,700  cwts.  less  being  imported  this  year 
than  last,  this  is  a  decline  of  over  10  per  cent,  in  quantity,  though 
only  a  little  over  3  per  cent,  in  value. 

T-cloths  which  showed  a  heavy  falling-ofif  in  the  last  report,  Oottoxw. 
continue  to  decline  rapidly,  while  shirtings  remain  steady,  and 
grey  shirtings  show  an  increase. 

Turkey-reds  have  increased  nearly  100  per  cent.,  muslins 
nearly  150  per  cent,  and  cotton  flannel  has  more  than  doubled ; 
with  the  exception  of  the  last-named  it  is  diflBcult  to  see  here 
more  than  the  ordinary  ups  and  down  of  trade;  cotton  flannels 
are  referred  to  later  on. 

It  would  seem  that  the  population  supplied  themselves  with 
a  more  than  sufficient  stock  of  "Japanese  and  other"  towels  (the 
others  are  hard  to  find,  if   any),  for  there  has  been  a  sudden 
(573)  A  3 
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reduction  in  the  demand  for  them,  and  no  wonder,  for  the  article 
neither  cleans  nor  dries ;  on  the  other  hand  cotton  handkerchiefs, 
an  article  which  one  would  not  much  expect  to  find  in  use 
amongst  so  poor  a  population,  even  when  supplied  (wholesale)  at 
the  cheap  rate  of  about  l^d.  each  have  been  in  increased  demand. 
Miscellaneous  cottons  show  an  improvement.  Altogether  the 
import  of  cottons  during  1899  shows  an  augmentation  in  value 
of  about  12  per  cent,  over  the  year  before. 

A  gentleman,  well  acquainted  with  Pakhoi  import  trade,  gives 
me  the  following  additional  information  as  to  English  goodb  in 
general : — 

"  During  the  year  there  have  been  a  few  trial  shipments  of 
SheflSeld  cutlery,  going  to  the  prefectural  city  of  Lienchow.  As 
r^ards  piece-goods  England  not  merely  holds  her  own,  but  is 
ousting  competitors.  This  is  notably  the  case  with  cotton  flannel, 
last  year  almost  entirely  Japanese,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year 
coming  in  from  Manchester,  of  superior  quality  and  with  only 
a  slight  advance  in  price.  Cotton  crape  is  entirely  Japanese, 
though  it  is  hard  to  see  why  it  should  be ;  the  Japanese  get  up 
this  article  in  all  kinds  of  fancy  colours  attractive  to  the  Chinese, 
who  use  it  for  jackets,  shirts,  and  miscellaneous  clothing.  There 
is  room  for  a  British  attack  on  socks,  which  at  present  come  from 
Germany.  Lace,  of  which  only  very  small  quantities  come  in,  is 
freely  used  by  Chinese  females  of  the  better  class,  when  within 
their  means,  there  is  a  distinct  opening  for  a  machine-mside  article, 
white  or  coloured. 

"  Many  of  the  needles  are  of  bad  quality ;  they  are  not  of 
British  manufacture.  The  import  is  considerable.  Fine  needles  are 
in  especial  request  for  embroidery  and  fine  Chinese  work,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  come  from  England  " 

The  import  of  metals  into  Pakhoi  is  only  moderate  in  quantity 
and  miscellaneous  in  character,  but  it  remains  fairly  constant  in 
value,  the  unport  in  1899  being  6,593/.,  against  6,723/.  in  1898 ; 
an  economiccd  and  thrifty  people  like  the  Chinese  use  up  every 
scrap  of  metal  that  they  can  find,  and  although  the  implements 
in  use  amongst  them  are  rough,  many  of  them  are  not  lacking 
in  ingenuity,  and  they  are  principally  made  up  from  old  iron 
which  has  been  discarded  as  useless  by  the  wealthier  population 
of  Hong-Kong.  Tin-plates,  however,  are  a  large  item  in  the 
import. 

American  oil  has  this  year  once  more  taken  its  place  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  and  this  notwithstanding  a  considerable  advance 
in  the  price.  The  import  of  this  oil  amounts  to  740,500  gallons, 
against  325,040  gallons  in  1898,  and  was  valued  at  17,755/. 
Bussian,  which  last  year  had  to  put  up  with  being  a  bad  third 
with  an  import  of  40,240  gallons,  valued  at  727/.,  has  this  year 
also  made  a  leap  in  advance,  and  430,980  gallons  have  been 
imported.  Sumatran  has  sunk  from  744,490  gallons  to  13,000 
gallons  only.  In  use  the  consumers  do  not,  I  think,  observe  any 
great  preference  for  one  kind  over  another,  though  American  is 
certainly    less    smoky,    and    these   startling   variations    in    the 
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quantities  imported  of  the  three  varieties  must  be  mainly  dtie 
to  other  than  local  reasons;  one  of  the  largest  local  4^^*^i's> 
however,  states  that,  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  &&& 
(which  must  be  of  a  special  wood),  for  the  Sumatran  oil  duriii^ 
the  last  year,  leakages  were  so  frequent  as  to  cause  other  kinds  to 
be  preferred  locally,  although  apparently  dearer. 

The  total  import  for  1899  shows  an  increase  of  75,000  gallons 
over  the  preceding  year.  A  great  deal  of  kerosene  is  sent  up 
country  under  transit  pass,  mainly  to  different  places  in  Kwangsi 
province,  and  especially  to  the  Yiilin  district.  Owing  to  the  great 
reduction  in  likin  during  the  last  15  months  transit  passes  are 
often  dispensed  with  in  sending  oil  to  places  in  Kwangtung  pro- 
vince, chiefly  to  the  three  districts  of  Kaochow,  Lienchow,  and 
Ch'inchow. 

The  woollen  trade  ^t  Pakhoi  has  never  been  of  very  greit  Woollena* 
consequence,  long  ells  being  the  only  item  worthy  of  special  men- 
tion, and  these  show  a  satisfactory  increase  during  last  year,  8,6dS 
pieces  having  been  imported,  as  against  7,424  pieces  in  1898,  an 
increase  of  2,252Z.,  or  over  40  per  cent 

Other  woollens  show  a  decline,  but  the  total  of  this  import  is 
still  slightly  in  advance  of  the  figures  for  1898. 

There  has  been  an  immense  falling-ofT  in  the  import  ofMalnliM, 
matches,  all  of  which  come  from  Japan.  For  reasons  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  report  for  1897.  this  was  to  be  expected,  and  where- 
as the  import  of  matches  for  seven  months  in  1897  at  Wuchdw 
was  nearly  85,000  gross,  it  grew  in  1898  to  340,000  gross,  and  the 
falling-off  in  Pakhoi  in  1899  amounted  to  fully  one-third.  As  the 
same  reasoning  that  applies  to  matches  applies  with  equal  force  to 
kerosene,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find,  as  noted  above,  an  increase  in 
the  import  of  that  article,  thus  showing  that  Pakhoi  supplies  a 
market  of  its  own,  which  it  is  likely  to  retain,  an  important  point 
in  view  of  the  future,  as  I  show  later  on  in  this  report. 

The  im|)ort  of  foreign  opium  has  been  steady  for  about  five  Opina. 
years,  but  this  year  the  import  of  Patna  has  doubled  itself  (45  cwts, 
mstead  of  22  cwts.).  Tlie  price  of  the  foreign  drug  has  been  the 
highest  ever  known  at  this  port,  Patna  costing  77^  per  cwt.,  lOZ. 
more  than  in  1898 ;  under  these  circumstances  any  increase  would 
be  hard  to  account  for,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of 
the  year  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  local  supply  of  native  opiuin 
due  to  the  difl&culty  or  impossibility  of  getting  supplies  down  from 
the  interior,  in  consequence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country 
and  prevailing  brigandage.  The  price  of  native  opium  has  also 
been  very  high  during  the  year,  and  a  proclamation  which  appeared 
locally  in  December  raising  the  likin  on  native  opium  from  14  to 
18  taels  is  not  likely  to  alter  this  state  of  things. 

Indian  raw  cotton,  which   in   last   report  showed  an  increase  Indian  ww 
of  1,000  cwts.,  continues  on  the  upward  grade  and  has  gone  up  cotton, 
nearly  1,400  to  11,208  cwts.,  being  the  largest  import  since  1891 ; 
while  the  native  of  this  district  has  seemingly  lost  none  of  his 
well-known  fondness  for  drugs,  the  import  of    medicines  being  Medieine*^ 
about  stationary  at  the  high  figure  of  12,866/.,  of  which  worm 
tablets  stand  for  a  good  proportion. 
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Silkt.  Silk  piece-goods  show  an  increase  of  about  13  per  cent,  ia 

Lkm»  bnid.  spite  of  a  general  advance  in  prices,  and  llama  braid  is  an  article 
which  annually  shows  an  advance  in  popular  favour,  and  this  year's 
import  achieves  a  record,  being  33  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  pre- 
ceding figures.  This  braid  comes  from  Germany  and  is  largely 
used  by  the  poor  for  binding  clothes ;  and  takes  the  place  of  the 
more  expensive  silk  braid  in  use  amongst  the  well-to-do.  Is  there 
any  reason  why  England  should  not  supply  this  article  ? 
Slonr.  American  flour  shows  a  large  increase  during  the  year,  and 

Dyet.  aniUne  dyes  continue  yearly  to  be  in  increasing   demand ;  last 

year's  import  being  valued  at  3,056/.,  or  nearly  50  per  cent,  more 
than  in  1 898 — another  record.  These  dyes,  of  German  origin,  I 
need  hardly  say,  are  used  to  dye  clothes  and  paper,  of  which  such 
large  quantities  are  used  all  over  China  for  all  sorts  of  purposes, 
religious  and  other ;  and  the  vivid  hue  imparted  by  the  aniline 
product  exactly  meets  the  requirements  of  the  popular  taste, 
which  formerly  had  to  content  itself  with  vegetable  dyes  of  native 
origin,  and  by  no  means  equally  efficient  or  equally  cheap. 
KioeUiineoTiB  The  miscellaneous  articles  of  import  in  Pakhoi  are  neither 
imports.  very  numerous  nor  interesting.  One  or  two  items,  however,  are 
perhaps  worthy  of  special  mention ;  of  which  umbrellas  and 
umbrella  frames  claim  first  place.  This  import  was  valued  in 
1899  at  2,188/.,  and  consisted  mainly  of  the  following  different 
kinds : — 
UmbreJlafl.  1^-  Price  60  c.  {Is.  3d,),  made  of  a  strong  cotton  dyed  blue ; 

single. 

2.  Price  70  c.  (Is.  5d.),  made  of  brown  cloth ;  appeared  to  me 
inferior  to  1  in  durability,  though  more  showy  in  appearance,  and 
opening  and  closing  on  a  more  modem  system ;  single. 

3.  Price  80  c.  (Is.  7d.),  black  cloth,  closing  with  a  strong  spring  ; 
single. 

4.  Price  55  c.  (Is.  l^d.),  rather  a  parasol  than  an  umbrella, 
with  a  metal  handle  representing  a  dragon ;  better  finish  ;  black 
alpaca  or  similar  material. 

5.  Price  85  o.  (It.  8Jd.),  small  wooden  crook-handle,  strong 
cloth  and  good  cane,  with  automatic  fixing  (i.e.,  no  catch),  good 
finish. 

6.  Price  1  dol.,  thin  black  cane,  self-closing  by  finger  pressure 
at  handle,  which  was  handsomely  lacquered.  This  article  was  of 
really  elegant  appearance,  and  seemed  astonishingly  cheap  at  2s. ; 
even  the  cloth  cover,  though  not  durable,  being  well  got-up. 

7.  A  small  umbrella  of  many  colours,  amongst  which  mauve, 
black,  white,  green  and  yellow  were  conspicuous ;  of  rather  rough 
make  and  without  any  catch ;  intended  for  a  child's  use.  Price 
only  35  c.  (8^^.). 

All  of  the  above  are  of  Japanese  origin,  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  supply  an  article  which  would  cut  out 
any  of  them  for  general  use. 
A  8iigg«ttioii.  A  Frenchman  in  Haiphong  imports  French-made  umbrellas, 
double-covered  (all  the  foregoing  were  single)  grey  without  and 
green  within,  with  bamboo  stick,  of  far  superior  appearance  and 
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quality  to  any  of  the  Japanese  articles ;  these  he  sells  at  prices 
varying  from  1  dol.  10  c.  to  1  doL  50  c.  (2s.  Sd.  to  3^.)  and  they  go 
ofiF  very  well  amongst  the  Annamites,  and  I  feel  sure  that  a 
similar,  article,  notwithstanding  the  slightly  higher  price,  would 
also  have  a  great  sale  here,  as  I  know  no  more  ready  purchaser  of 
what  suits  him  in  price  and  in  useful  qualities  than  the 
Chinaman. 

Needles  were  imported  to  the  value  of  2,149i,  or  about  the  ^  special 
same  amount  as  last  year.  I  may  repeat  a  suggestion  I  made  in  ^^'^^  "«!• 
1896 :  a  double-sized  cotton  reel,  hollow  within,  with  an  assort- 
ment of  suitable  needles  in  the  interior ;  dye  the  whole  reel  in 
vivid  colours,  chiefly  yellow,  green,  and  red,  to  serve  as  an 
ornament  when  done  with.  No  competing  article  would  hold  its 
own  against  it 

Lamps  were  imported  this  year  in  slightly  increased  quantities  ;  liaxnpe. 
they  aU  come  from  Germany,  and  those  most  in  use  are  of  two 
kinds:  (1)  Metal  "Wunder"  lamps,  costing  from  1  to  2  dol., 
much  used  in  other  parts ;  they  burn  a  great  deal  of  oil,  and  do 
not  last  long.  The  kind  preferred  locally  is  No.  2,  a  glass  lamp 
with  handsome  metal  pedestal,  and  red  or  white  container. 
Present  price  retail  about  1  dol.  30  c.  These  lamps  give  a 
pleasant,  soft  light,  look  well,  burn  very  little  oil,  and  last  for 
ages. 

A  peculiar  feature  of  the  import  of  clocks  in  this  port  is  the  Clocks, 
fact  that  no  fewer  than  11  dififerent  kinds  of  eight-day  pendulum 
striking  clocks  appear  in  the  list,  although  the  total  value  of  the 
import  is  only  310Z.  All  of  these  come  from  Japan.  Besides 
there  is  a  small  demand  for  metal  clocks  of  about  the  2$.  6d, 
to  65.  6d,  white  metal,  with  and  without  alarum  and  musical 
box  in  the  base.  Also  various  kinds  of  watches  find  their 
way  to  the  prefectural  city  of  Lienchow ;  few  are  seen  in  Pakhoi 

None  of   the  other  articles  of  import  appear  to  me  of  im- 
portance.    Japan  and  Germany  are  the  two  countries  that  supply 
most  of  the  miscellaneous  foreign  commodities,  but  the  trade  is 
insignificant  and  unlikely  to  expand  under  existing  conditions.     I  Tmde 
cannot  therefore  hold  out  any  hopes  to  the  very  numerous  mer-  ciwsulars 
chants  who   send  circulars   to   this  office  on  every  conceivable  ™^  ^^ 
subject,  with  the  •expectation  of  extending  their  business,  fre- 
quently accompanying  the  circular  with  a  statement  that  the 
article  in  which  they  are  interested  is  just  the  thing  for  this 
market,  an  opinion  unfortunately  not  held  by  the  inhabitants. 

There  are  two  likely  plans  for  introducing  business  that  occur  Suggeste 
to  me :  (1)  By  employing  a  traveller  with  samples  to  visit  the  "  *»v©Uer9." 
chief  marts  of  the  interior.  He  should  be  qualified  either  him- 
self or  by  his  native  assistant,  or  both,  to  push  his  wares,  and  able 
to  quote  a  price  for  them  laid  down  on  the  spot ;  it  would  also  be 
necessary  to  be  willing  to  supply  special  goods  in  quite  small  lots. 
A  friend  of  the  writer's  who  took  charge  of  a  business  in  India 
during  the  absence  of  the  agent,  and  who  is  a  thoroughly  scientific 
and  exceptionally  practical  man,  took  orders  on  this  scale  to  the 
great  increase  of  business,  but  the  manufacturers  objected,  and 
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said  they  could  not  supply  fewer  than  so  many  hundred  dozens  of 
the  special  make  of  articles  required — knives,  if  I  recollect 
rightly.  As  a  consequence  Germans  have  got  the  whole  of  this 
market  now,  not  merely  knives.  It  might  no  doubt  be  easily 
arranged,  to  save  expense,  tliat  the  traveller  should  represent 
several  branches  of  home  industry,  either  on  similar  or  possibly 
distinct  lincH. 

(2)  Advertising  foreign  goods  extensively  in  the  Chinese 
fashion  is  a  method  that  is  bound  to  attract  attention,  near  tea- 
houses and  the  like,  and  along  thoroughfares;  flaming  and 
artistic*  posters,  with  illustrations  that  explain  themselves  for 
the  illiterate,  and  a  few  simple  Chinese  characters  writ  large 
to  catch  the  eye  of  the  partially  educated  masses,  with  printed 
matter  in  the  same  language  underneath  whereby  the  spokes- 
man of  the  crowd  (in  China  every  crowd  has  its  spokesman) 
might  further  elucidate  matters.  Small  quantities  at  low  prices, 
but  of  good  quality.  This  ac  least  is  what  is  required  for 
drugs,  for  which  a  Chinaman  will  sell  up  his  house.  In 
North  China  Fellow's  syrup,  Eno's  fruit  salt,  both  with  Chinese 
about  the  bottle,  cheap  Japanese  tooth  pastes  and  powders  sell  in 
large  quantities,  and  an  English  soap,  notwithstanding  the  absence 
of  any  advertisement  in  Chinese,  is  occasionally  found  here,  but  at 
a  prohibitive  price.  Also  I  have  seen  a  native  barber  using  a 
Sheffield  razor  inland,  but  the  articles  that  might  be  pushed  in 
this  manner  successfully  are  by  no  means  limited  to  these  lines, 
others  are  miscellaneous  cotton  and  woollen  goods ;  these  cer- 
tainly could  be  sold  in  this  way  if  sold  at  a  fair  price,  it  being 
perfectly  evident  that  when  a  whole  growing  population  is  clad  all 
the  year  round  in  cotton,  and  the  import  is  only  about  60,000/.,  and 
decreasing,  to  supply  many  tens  of  thousands  if  not  millions, 
whilst  150,000/.  worth  of  yarn  comes  in,  though  this  annual 
import  also  decreases  steadily,  that  the  piece-goods  are  not  filling 
requirements  so  fully  as  they  might,  while  but  little  change  would 
be  required  to  do  away  with  the  laborious  domestic  native  cloth- 
weaving  industry.  Cheap  illuminants,  such  as  candles,  the  Chinese 
candle  being  inefficient  as  a  light  giver,  difficult  to  start,  and 
costing  over  ^d.  for  less  than  an  hour's  doubtful  light.  My 
experience  of  farthing  dips  is  limited,  but  I  imagine  they  are  a 
vastly  superior  article.  Millions  of  the  above  are  burned  here 
annually.  Every  Chinaman  who  goes  out  after  dark  uses  them, 
as  well  as  at  home.  One  last  instance,  cheap  soap  comes  entirely 
from  Japan.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  extension  and  improve- 
ment here,  as  the  native  is  by  no  means  averse  to  washing  at  a 
rate  proportionate  to  his  income ;  also  cheap  perfumes,  which 
need  not  be  nasty,  but  must  be  strong. 

To  conclude :  the  expense  of  advertising  locally  so  as  to  reach 
the  masses  is  no  more  than  the  printing  and  posting  (bill-posting), 
very  small,  and  the  number  of  goods  that  might  sell  is  large  ;  an 

•  Advertisements  may  be  red,  TeUow,  green,  pink,  indigo  blue  in  moderation, 
Terj  light  blue,  not  while,  little  black,  not  pale  blue,  nor  yiolet,  dark  blue,  not 
drab ;  aud  represent  anything  in  or  out  of  nature. 
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expert  on  the  spot  would  soon  collect  ideas.  Nowhere,  I  am  per- 
suaded, are  Macaulay's  words  respecting  the  parallel  relations  of 
advertisement  to  trade  and  steam  to  machinery  more  likely  to  prove 
true. 

The  export  of  sugar,  which  trebled  itself  in  1898,  has  very  Exporto. 
nearly  maintained  itself  at  last  year's  figures,  the  diminution  Sugar, 
being  only  81  tons  in  quantity,  whilst  the  increase  in  value  is 
considerable,  amounting  to  4,108t  White  sugar  and  brown  cake 
have  remained  fairly  constant  in  price,  but  ordinary  brown  has 
advanced  over  25  per  cent.  White  sugar  exported  from  here  is 
handled  at  Hong-Kong,  brown,  I  learn,  goes  chiefly  to  Japan  (vi4 
Hong-Kong),  the  balance,  about  one-third,  finding  a  market  in 
North  China.  The  cultivation  of  sugar  in  this  district  has  con- 
siderably extended  during  the  last  two  years,  in  replacement  of 
ground-nut,  which  is  going  out  of  cultivation. 

The  fishery  produce,  including  such  articles  as  cuttle-fish,  salt  Fishery 
and  dried  fish,  fish  maws,  dried  sand- worms,  kingcrab  shells,  repre-  produce, 
sents  one  of  the  most  important  exports  of  the  place,  and  it  is 
essentially  a  local  industry.     In  1898,  14,370  cwts.  were  exported, 
a  leap  from  2,682  cwts.  in  1897,  while  in  1899  the  export  more 
than  doubled  that  of  1898. 

As  regards  value,  the  advance  in  which  in  this  mixed  product 
does  not  necessarily  vary  directly  with  the  amount,  the  improve- 
ment is  from  13,608Z.  to  32,686/.,  or  about  13  per  cent,  of  the  total 
export  of  the  port.  Formerly  the  product  of  the  local  fisheries 
went  to  Nan  Ning  and  beyond,  but  the  demand  in  that  direction 
having  been  curtailed,  the  trade  has  found  itself  an  outfet  by  water 
to  Hong-Kong,  whence  it  is  distributed  to  supply  a  purely  native 
demand  in  various  parts  of  China. 

Aniseed  oil  shows  a  heavy  decline  during  the  past  year,  and  it  Anueed  oil. 
is  probable  that  this  trade  is  being  to  some  extent  diverted  to 
Wuchow.     The  falling-off  amounts  to  over  26,000?.,  or  nearly 
50  per  cent. ;  and  by  itself  more  than  accounts  for  the  decline 
in  the  exports  total 

There  is  also  a  falling-off  of  693  cwts.  of  star  aniseed ;  this  Star  aniseod. 
year's  export   is   the  smallest  for  many  years,  and  marks  an 
acceleration  of  progressive   decline  as  the  accompanying   table 
shows : — 

Exports  of  Star  Aniseed. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Cwt8. 

1890 

10,623 

1891 

6,926 

1892 

15,875 

1893 

10,754 

1894 

7,186 

1895 

3,888 

1896 

7,966 

1897 

••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

6,674 

1898 

2,389 

1899 

1,696 
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Hid** 


Oattle  diMMe 
and  cheap 
beef. 


Living  much 
dearer  than 
formerly. 


Liquid  indigo. 
Pigs. 


Tobacco  leaf. 


General 
remarks  on 
exports. 


Prospects. 


No  theory  of  **  alternate  bad  years  "  will  meet  the  case. 

Grotund-nut  cakes  show  a  furtlier  decline,  and  have  been 
supplanted  by  sugar  as  mentioned  above,  whilst  tlie  oil,  formerly 
exported  in  considerabk^  quantities,  has  taken  its  place  in  the 
import  list 

Cow  and  buffalo  hides  continue  to  decline:  1,132  tons  in  1898 
were  valued  at  35,419/. ;  46  tons  less  in  1899  are  only  worth 
20,749/.,  a  startling  difference,  especially  as  the  tael  value  in 
sterling  has  risen.  This  trade  is  apparently  deserting  Pakhoi  for 
Wuchow(to  which  place  a  large  <lealer  has  removed),  as  tlie  export 
from  there  in  1898  was  four  times  as  great  as  for  the  seven  months 
of  1897  that  Wuchow  was  open. 

A  Chinese  exporter,  however,  stoutly  declares  the  diminution 
of  the  export  is  due  to  there  being  less  cattle  disease  than  usual ! 
However,  this  may  be  at  An-p'u,  the  disease  has  been  felt  in 
PakhoL 

The  unprecedented  cheapness  of  beef  for  some  time — when 
living  from  a  Chinese  point  of  view  has  advanced  40  per  cent, 
during  the  year  (from  whatever  cause)  to  the  great  distress  of 
many  of  the  poor  or  those  having  a  stationary  wage  and  an 
increasing  family — affords  ample  proof  of  the  fact;  as  for  a 
variety  oi  reasons,  partly  from  Buddhist  notions,  and  partly  from 
the  utility  of  the  animals,  the  ox  only  becomes  beef  when  diseased 
or  useless.  Furthermore,  beef  for  Chinese  consumption  is  blown 
with  dirty  water  to  increase  the  weight  before  sale. 

The  important  export  of  liquid  indigo  in  1899  surpassed  all 
previous  records — 5,013  tons  leaving  the  place :  about  three-fifths 
came  from  Yiilin  in  Kwangsi ;  the  rest  mainly  from  this  province. 

10,413  pigs  were  exported,  also  a  record,  and  this  industry  is 
steadily  developing,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  poor  farmers  of  the 
district.  The  Pakhoi  porker  is  a  very  different  animal  from  the 
indigenous  pig  of  Middle  and  North  China,  being  of  cleanly 
habits  and  having  flesh  of  good  quality.  There  appears  to  be  a 
foreign  strain  in  the  breed. 

Tobacco  leaf  is  a  small  but  constant  article  of  export.  In 
1898  it  quadrupled  itself;  this  time  there  has  been  some 
falling-off. 

It  will  be  seen  that  with  the  exception  of  aniseed  oil,  hides, 
and  sugar,  and  a  few  miscellaneous  items,  Pakhoi  exports  do  not 
really  belong  to  the  foreign  trade  of  China  at  all;  it  is  only  their  being 
sent  to  Hong-Kong  that  makes  them  appear  to  do  so ;  they  do  not 
figure  to  any  great  extent  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Hong-Kong. 

With  the  civil  administration  as  at  present  organised,  and  with- 
out improvement  of  communications,  there  is  not  much  expectation 
of  tapping  a  wider  extent  of  country  so  as  to  allow  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  people  to  be  advanced  by  moral  and  materisJ 
progress,  or  encouragement  given  them  to  profit  from  industry, 
and  the  utilisation  of  capital  on  a  large  scale.  In  fact,  such  a 
state  of  things  is  at  present  perfectly  nebulous.  Still  a  time  may 
be  hoped  for  when  the  only  jealousy  will  be  the  friendly  com- 
mercial rivalry  of  individuals  under  the  benevolent  auspices  of 
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any  flag,  and  every  man  will  have  a  fair  field  for  his  enei'gies,  and 
sufficient  success  according  to  his  ability.  Far  distant  as  this 
may  be  it  is  noc  likely  that  Pakhoi  can  retain  much  longer  its 
present  state  of  immobility.  New  factors  will  have  to  be  reckoned 
with,  and  this  place  must  either  advance  or  shortly  drop  out  of 
the  race. 

If  only  communications  can  be  improved,  there  will  be  room  in  Improvement 
Kwangsi  for  a  variety  of  new  industries  in  connection  with  produpts  of  ''ommiini- 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom.     I  may  refer  to  the  trade  report  oi^J^^' 
Wuchow  for  1897,  where  the  products  of  Kwangsi  are  alluded  to  industries 
at  some  length.  possible  on 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  Pakhoi  is  barren  and  sandy,  but  ^J^^^° 
up-country  the  similarity  to  the  former  province  is  considerable. 
Development  might  be  looked  for  amongst  some  of  the  following ; 
(I  have  not  entirely  adhered  to  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  the  Vegetable 
enumeration) —  products. 

Paper. — M.B,de  horn  Braussonefia,  pappH/era  Vent,  and  JFid;- Paper. 
stroemia,  paper  frorn  the  latter  is  actually  exported  here. 

Camphor, — ^Hai'dly  any  is  exported  from  China;  very  small  Camphor, 
quantities  leave  Pakhoi  at  times ;  the  tree  is  found  at  no  great 
distance. 

OUs. — Aniseed,  cassia,  castor  (the  castor-oil  plant  being  quite  Oils, 
established  in  the  wild  state  about  Pakhoi),  cardamoms,  hemp, 
sesamum,  wood  oil  (from  AlenHtes  cordata  and  Jatropha  curcus), 

DycR. — (1)  Indigo  from  Indioofera  Ti7icioria,  Indigo/era  anil,  Dye^. 
(2)  false  gam  bier. 

Jaie. — Rhcajihrc  (BohemftHa  nivea).  Jute. 

Ruhhery  as  it  is  nowadnys  called,  otherwise  gum  elastic  Rubber, 
or  caoutchouc,  produced  by  a  variety  of  plauts  of  five  or  six 
different  orders,  of  which  Euphorhiacea^  and  Papayamz  aflFord 
examples  without  going  any  distance  afield,  and  doubtless 
others  would  be  forthcoming.  The  common  papaw  tree 
(carica  papaya)  grows  abvmdantly  about  Pakhoi,  in  and  out  of 
cultivation,  but  beyond  eating  the  fruit  prepared  in  various  ways, 
the  chief  being  with  vinegar  and  sugar,  no  use  is  made  of  the 
"  mu  gwa "  (gwah)  as  the  Chinese  call  it  (Mu  gwa  means  wood 
melon),  either  for  medicinal  or  other  purposes.  As  is  well 
known,  the  tree  has  the  property  of  making  tough  meat  tender, 
and  also  furnishes  papain  (or  papayotin),  sometimes  called 
vegetable  pepsine.  Besides,  the  powdered  seeds  and  juice  of  the 
'unripe  fruit  are  most  powerful  anthelmintics,  the  leaves  are 
saponiferous,  and  fibrine  (otherwise  unknown  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom  except  in  the  fungi,  I  believe)  is  a  constituent  of  the 
juice.  The  fruit  requires  to  be  eaten  cooked,  or  raw  only  when 
perfectly  ripe  ;  otherwise,  if  indulged  in  to  any  extent,  one  may 
expect  that  to  happen  which  Campbell  first  said  of  the  melons  of 
Algiers, "  Melancholic  effects  will  ensue." 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  excellent  fruits  too  numerous  to 
mention,  also  *'mu  shu,"*  a  local  plant  used  for  food;  the. plant 
yields  flour  (?  "arrowroot),  but  is  poisonous  in  the' first  instance, 
•  Locally :  "mok  shee,"  "  wooden  potato." 
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being  only  eaten  after  several  days  soaking,  further  information  is 
lacking. 

Vegetable  wax;  vegetable  and  other  tallow;  vegetable  soap 
(used  amongst  the  wealthier  classes  in  Lienchow,  and  made  from  a 
tree  called  by  the  Chinese  "  Tea  twin  tree  "). 

Boxwood,  "  Hwong  Ydng  Mu." 

Timber,  abundant,  but  difficult  of  transport ;  the  local  supply 
comes  from  Chang  So  by  boat. 

Metals  and  coal:  and  this  list  only  touches  the  fringe  of 
the  subject,  but  suffices  to  show  the  need  of  improved  com- 
munications. 

Bamboos  are,  of  course,  in  the  greatest  abundance,  and  I  may 
note  here  an  interesting  fact  not  often  observed,  viz.,  the  flowering 
in  1898  and  1899  of  the  "  chi*  tik  "  (?)  or  thorny  bamboo  in  various 
directions  about  Pakhoi ;  as  is  well  known,  most  bamboos  flower 
once  and  die.  This  was  the  case  here,  but  I  have  been  unable  to 
determine  satisfactorily  what  the  ages  were,  apparently  about 
30  years  in  a  good  many  cases.  I  have  kept  at  least  one  specimen 
showing  foliage  and  inflorescence. 

In  my  list  of  products  I  should  certainly  include  various 
cereals,  wild  silk,  skins,  hides,  horns,  leather,  sinews,  and  glue. 

The  number  of  ships  cleared  is  98  as  against  105  in  1898. 
The  total  tonnage  is,  nevertheles,  slightly  greater.  This  is  due  to 
the  port  having  been  visited  several  times  during  the  summer  by 
a  steamer  of  larger  tonnage  than  usual,  at  a  time  when  freight 
was  scarce  at  Haiphong.  Steamers  brought  and  took  away  good 
freights,  but  there  was  less  competition  than  usual  During  the 
autunm  the  single  Grerman  steamer  plying  to  this  port  came  at 
long  intervals  only,  and  eventually  was  reported  sold,  so  that  the 
French  line  had  it  all  their  own  way.  A  few  steamers  went  from 
here  to  Haiphong,  and  a  few  also  called  on  their  return  thence, 
but  these  occasional  visits  had  no  effect  on  trade  between  the  two 
ports. 

The  British  flag  continues  to  be  conspicuous  by  its  absence, 
the  only  steamer  calling  here  under  that  flag  in  1899,  coming  to 
take  away  emigrants  to  the  Straits,  an  experiment  which  had  no 
sequel 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  plague  here  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  but  it  was  not  of  very  long  duration  ;  it  was  most  severely 
felt  in  some  of  the  neighbouiing  villages ;  in  consequence  of  this, 
emigration  to  the  Straits  was  suspended  from  June  1  to  Septem- 
ber 26,  but  the  epidemic  had  already  virtually  run  its  course 
before  the  application  of  this  precautionary  measure. 

689  passes  were  taken  out  in  1899  to  bring  down  goods  from 
the  interior ;  the  value  of  goods  coming  down  in  this  way  was 
from  Kwangsi  14,789/.,  and  from  Kwangtung  15,194/.  The 
system  worked  smoothly,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  increase 
over  1898,  when  the  value  of  goods  from  Kwangsi  under  transit 
pass  was  no  more  than  87/.  and  from  Kwangtung  7,685/. 

As  regards  transit  inwards,  1,918  passes  were  issued  against 
•  LocaUy:  "lAkdjuk"  (djook). 
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1,254  in  1898,  and  goods  were  sent  into  the  interibr  of  this 
province  to  the  value  of  13,350^.,  into  Kwangsi  to  the  value  of 
46,815t,  and  smaller  quantities  to  Yunnan  and  Kweichow. 

As  regards  this  province,  the  inward  transit  trade  is  14  per 
cent,  less  than  the  outward,  while  with  Kwangsi  the  inward  transit 
trade  is  threefold  greater  thau  the  outward. 

Of  the  two  British  firms  established  here,  one  closed  its  branch  Foreign  fimu. 
i^  1899 ;  there  thus  remain  four  foreign  firms — one  British,  one 
French,  one  German,  one  Portuguese. 

Piracy  and  frequent  small  rebellions  have  been  continuously  Piracy,  &o. 
in  evidence  throughout  the  year,  and  what  with  the  ravages  of  the 
pirates  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  reprisals  of  the  authorities  on  the 
other,  the  lot  of  honest  folk  in  these  regions  is  indeed  an  unhappy 
one,  and  trade  naturally  suffers  severely. 

The  local  authorities,  on  the  whole,  do  their  best  to  maintain 
order  with  the  means  at  their  disposal.  Still  moral  advancement 
is  quite  contrary  to  their  notions  of  what  is  good  for  the  "  duU 
people,"  and  the  country  is  honeycombed  with  the  branches  of  the 
secret  society  known  as  the  Sam  Train  Wei  (pr.  way)  or  Triad  Triad  Socie^. 
(A)  Society,  which  the  French  missionaries  call  Chinese  Masonry, 
a  brutal  though  not  unnatural  reaction  against  the  detestable 
official  discouragement  of  everything  that  might  tend  to  raise  the 
standard  of  living  and  generate  a  little  happiness.  No  improve- 
ment in  this  state  of  things  can,  I  fear,  be  expected  until  remedial 
rather  than  repressive  measures  are  adopted 

The  coal-mine  at  Shiht'on-pu  mentioned  in  the  last  report  b&  Coal-mine, 
lieing  worked  under  the  Viceroy's  auspices  has  been  conceded  to  a 
Hong-Kong  syndicate,  apparently  Chinese,  who  have  engaged  a 
British  engineer  to  work  the  mine,  for  which  a  certain  amount  of 
boring  and  other  machinery  was  imported  during  the  year.  Coal 
at  any  rate  there  is,  and  of  fair  quality,  I  believe,  but  whether  the 
mine  will  be  successful  under  its  present  Chinese  mane^ement  the 
future  must  decide. 

Besides  the  mining  machinery  just  alluded  to,  I  learn  that  a  Maohinery. 
Chinese  interested  in  a  woodyard  not  far  away  from  Pakhoi  is 
ia^porting  a  saw-mill.    No  other  machinery  has  entered  the  port. 

The  port  was  visited  last  year  by  two  French  engineers  who  The  proposed 
liayeUed  over  the  route  for  the  long  talked-of  railway  line  f ronii  nulw^r  to 
Pakhoi  to  Nan  Ning.     I  learn  that  the  construction  of  the  line.^*'^^™«" 
would  present  no  great  difficulties.    If  it  is  ever  to  be  made> 
it  is   to   private    enterprise    that   we   must   look    for  its   con* 
struction,  as  the  huge    impulse  that  such   a  line  would  give 
to.  the  import  trade  of  Pakhoi  would  be  detrimental  to  transiis^ 
ticade    through    Tonking,    and    interfere    with    other    French; 
Ijrojects    for    trade  extension    or   diversion,    in    particular    tho 
fine  from  Kwang  Chow  Bay;  and  it  seems,  therefore,  unlikdgrf 
that    the    Indo-China    authorities    will    build    such    a    liin^.. 
B^owever,  if  good  roads  (cart  roads),  were  made  fi*om*  here  ta» 
Cjblnohou  (whence  the  line  to  Nan  Ning  should  start),  and  thesise) 
continued  to  Nan  Ning,  a  distance  of  about  100  miles,  itwould  hm 
a;  considemble  step  in  advance,  and  would  help  to  aafture  tbcL 
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future  trade  of  the  port,  which  is  now  threatened  with  reduction 
within  very  narrow  limits,  because  no  one  has  the  enterprise  to 
take  advantage  of  a  situation  naturally  so  favourable  as  to  defy 
competition  if  properly  developed. 

A  French  Government  school  was  opened  here  in  the  autumn 
to  teach  that  language  to  the  youth  of  the  district.  A  Grerman 
school  is,  I  learn,  as  I  close  this  report,  to  follow ;  and  a  German 
mission  of  several  ladies  and  gentlemen  is  expected  here ;  so  that 
the  natives  will  have  good  opportunities  of  learning  English, 
French,  and  German,  and  a  choice  of  three  religions  in  addition  to 
their  own. 

Apart  from  circulars  a  feature  of  the  year  has  been  an  extra- 
ordinary development — or  perhaps  I  had  better  say  increase — in 
the  number  of  commercial  journals,  nearly  all  of  which  are  useless 
locally.  There  are  few  foreigners  or  Britishers  to  read  them'(the 
foreign  firms  have  Chinese  agents),  or  likely  to  read  them  if  they 
were  here,  as  merchants  and  others  in  China  find  no  necessity  to 
study  in  London  the  conditions  of  a  country  so  little  understood 
there  as  China,  finding  it  better  to  attend  to  basiness  on  the 
spot. 

The  question  of  trade  routes  and  railways  is  of  vital  import- 
ance to  Pakhoi,  especially  in  view  of  developments  shortly  to  be 
expected. 

A  writer  in  "  L'Avenir  du  Tonkin,"  who  appears  to  make  a 
speciality  of  railways,  and  whose  opinions  from  a  French  point  of 
view  are  entitled  to  respect,  and  bear  every  appearance  of  a 
thoughtful  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  is  most  enthusiastic  as 
to  the  prospects  of  French  railways  into  Ssuch'uan  and  Ifiinnau, 
and  the  benefit  that  may  be  expected  to  accrue  to  Indo -China 
trade  therefrom. 

It  will,  I  think,  therefore,  be  of  interest  to  compare  his 
opinions  with  those  of  some  other  writers  : — "  The  great  railway 
line  running  from  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  to  the  capital  of  Ytinnan 
has  immense  importance  both  in  a  strategic  and  commercial  point 
of  view.  The  fied  River  will  become  the  great  trade  route 
between  the  open  ports  of  China,  Hong-Kong,  Shanghai  (sic)  (!) 
Canton,  and  the  rich  and  fertile  regions  of  Southern  China  .... 
it  is  the  economic  future  of  Tonkin,  and  definitely  assured  if  we 
can  arrive  before  the  English  in  Ytinnan."  Again :  "  The  valley 
of  the  Red  River  opens  the  shortest  route  from  the  sea  to 
Yunnan  and  the  surrounding  Chinese  provinces.  But  the  Red 
River,  whose  navigation  between  Haiphong  and  Hanoi  is  not 
easy ;  between  Hanoi  and  Yen  Bai  can  only  be  ascended  by  boats 
of  the  lightest  draught,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
the  smallest  steam  launch  cannot  ascend  above  Yen  Bai.  Chinese 
junks  reach  Laokai  and  Manhoa  but  take  a  long  time  en  route. 
No  serious  trade  with  Yiinnan  can  be  established  by  the  valley 
of  the  Red  River  unless  with  the  means  of  rapid  and  cheap 
transport  that  a  railway  alone  aflfords."  The  same  journal  publishes 
the  report  of  the  French  Colonial  Commission  on  Railways  in 
Indo-Chiua  :  No.  1  railway  dealt  with  is  from  Haiphong  to  I^okai 
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(on  French  teiTitory)  as  far  as  the  Yunnan  frontier.     This,  I  need 
not  quote. 

No.  2 :  "  The  line  from  Laokai  to  Yunnan  Fu,  bein<T  situated 
in  Chinese  territory,  cannot  be  constructed  by  the  Government  of 
Indo-Chiiia  without  grave  inconvenience,  but  its  construction  and 
working  are  reserved  to  a  French  sociecy,  and  the  Government  is 
authorised  to  guarantee  interest  up  to  120,000/.  per  annum." 
(After  dwelling  on  the  relatively  smaU  population  of  Yiinnan — 
8,000,000  or  9,000,000— and  its  characteristics,  the  climate-- 
healthy  and  suitable  to  Europeans  and  European  animals — the 
report  goes  on : — "  Yunnan  will  become  (by  means  of  the  railway) 
a  simple  economical  extension  of  Tonkin.  The  total  length  of  the 
line  will  be  280  miles,  and  it  will  run  (1)  from  Laokai  to  Mengtzu 
(87  miles),  the  most  difficult  section  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
12,900/.  per  mile;  (2)  from  Mengtzu  to  Kuang  T,  and  thence 
(3)  to  Yunnan  Fu,  the  last  section  being  estimated  to  cost  7,730/. 
per  mile,  whilst  the  total  cost  is  estimated  at  2,800,000/." 

As  regards  this  line  H.M.'8  Consul  at  Ssumao  previously 
said:— "Innumerable  syndicates  are  converging  on  Mengtzu  .... 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  really  good  results  they  hope  to 

obtain A  light  railway  between  Laokai  and  Mengtzu  might 

pay." 

The  French  writer  at  the  time  said  that  this  statement  was 
of  doubtful  sincerity,  but  subsequently  discovered  for  himself 
that  a  prolongation  of  the  line  into  Ssiich'iian  was  necessary,  and 
that  the  line  to  Yunnan  Fu  was  only  a  first  step  towards  it ;  at 
the  same  time  he  dissents  from  a  statement  in  another  British 
report  which  I  have  not  seen,  that  the  line  as  far  as  Yunnan  Fu  was 
not  likely  to  pay.  T  may  quote  part  of  the  article : — "  We  are 
well  aware  that  certain  objections  have  been  advanced  against 
this  line;  first,  the  high  rate  of  freight  by  rail;  second,  the 
inconvenience  of  carrying  Chinese  produce  through  a  French 
colony  to  the  sea.  In  our  opinion,  only  the  first  objection 
is  worthy  of  consideration,  for  the  local  French  administra- 
tion is  able  to  extend  freedom  of  transit  tlirough  the  colony 
to  freight  from  the  Chinese  provinces.  Certainly  the  line  to 
Ssuch'uan  could  not  hope  for  a  monopoly,  in  view  of  the  low 
charges  of  the  native  boats;  all  the  same,  provisions  and 
certain  classes  of  perishable  gooda  will  profit  by  the  more 
rapid  transit,  and  on  the  other  hand,  French  produce  will  be  able 
to  penetrate  more  abundantly  into  China."  Mr.  Litton  in  the 
report  alluded  to,  is,  it  appears,  of  a  contrary  opinion,  where- 
upon L'Avenir  taxes  him  with  being  prejudiced,  and  says: — 
"  This  is  precisely  why  we  affirm  the  contrary." 

Amidst  so  much  diversity  of  opinion,  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at 
a  satisfactory  conclusion ;  but  certainly  the  Tonkin  route  has  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  in  its  favour ;  at  any  rate  the  latest  figures  in 
my  possession  (from  French  official  sources)  seem  to  support  that 
view. 

A  French  gentleman  who    has  visited  Yunnan  Fu    suggests  Suggested 
another  route  for  the  railway — by  the  Songgiai — ^the.t  is  between  other  route 

(573)  B  for  line. 
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the  buggested  routes  by  the  Red  Eiver,  or  the  River  Claire,  to 
^lengtzu,  and  gives  serious  reasons  in  its  favour.  It  was  the 
route  by  which  the  Chinese  invariably  invaded  Annam  from 
time  immemorial,  and  it  is  inhabited  by  indigenous  races,  who 
have  always  aided  the  French  to  put  down  piracy.  The  region  is 
fertile  and  well-wooded,  but  lying  out  of  the  track  of  river 
steamers,  is  neglected.  This  route  would  further  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  not  entering  into  direct  competition  with  either  of  the 
routes  by  water,  and  the  rise  to  Mengtzu  would  be  gradual  and  so 
lessen  engineering  difficulties.  Despite  these  solid  advantages, 
this  route  is  apparently  not  to  be  adopted. 

Nearer  to  Pakhoi  is  the  Langson-Lungchow-Nan  Ning  line. 
Pfere  Renault,  of  Nang  Ning,  says  he  does  not  see  how  it  is  to 
pay  unless  continued  towards  the  Yangtze  by  one  or  other  of  two 
possible  routes. 

He  also,  as  I  have  done  above,  dwells  upon  the  fact  that 
Pakhoi  is  the  most  favourably  situated  place  as  regards  supplying 
Nan  Ning  market  by  rail,  if  only  a  line  were  constructed  between 
the  two  places. 

An  interesting  local  product  is  known  as  Ch'inchou  ware,  a 
kind  of  brown  pottery,  of  which  jars,  teapots,  and  what-not  are 
made.  Specimens  of  this,  and  also  of  the  lizards  which  are  ex- 
ported trom  here  as  medicine,  will  be  found  in  the  Cliina  Section 
of  the  Paris  Exhibition. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Sharp  Deane,  in 
charge  of  the  custom-house,  Pakhoi,  for  access  (before  publication) 
to  the  returns,  from  which  the  tables  annexed  to  this  report  have 
been  compiled. 


Annex  A. — Eetukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Pakhoi 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


ArddM. 


Aniseed  oil     

Cwte. 

Fishery  prodace       

Oroand-nut  cake      

Tons 

Bides,  eow  and  bufEslo 

.. 

IndiKC,  liquid 

•  f 

Pi|f«      

Number 

Sugar,  brown  and  white    ... 

Tons 

Paper  

Cwts. 

Ster  aniseed 

„ 

Medicines       

Other  Koods 

... 

Total     

... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

1,061 

32,083 

1,873 

68,-»09 

1 

32,686 

13,608 

a&8 

,         8,009 

405 

2,614 

1,086 

1       20,749 

1,132 

86,419 

.        6,013 

50,5dl 

4.085 

40,610 

10,41S 

9,945 

6,834 

ft.  946 

1           4,944 

60,096 

6.026 

45.9{j3 

i        4,6:9 

5,633 

6,562 

7.100 

1           1,696 

1         4,701 

2,389 

6.282 

1 

6.806 

... 

6,688 

! 

34,704 

... 

42.111 

1 

,     249,443 

... 

264.820 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Pakhoi 


during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1§88. 

1 

Cwts. 

(Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity,     j 

Value. 

Indian  cotton  yam 

60,044 

£ 
136,177 

66,730 

140,960 

Cottons— 

T-cloths      

Pieces      ... 

19,977 

6,955 

29,386 

9,695 

White  flhirtings    

„ 

24,419 

12,820 

24,304 

12,228 

Qrey  shirtings      

»«           ••• 

19,121 

6,029 

17,366 

6,618 

Cotton  Tclveta       

2,704 

2,636 

2,478 

2,878 

Turkey-reds          

»t 

14,571 

2,761 

7,635 

1,449 

Cotton  handkerchiefs      ... 

Dozen 

7,256 

527 

6,717 

414 

Towels,    European    and 

Japaaete 

Muslins       

t* 

3,825 

218 

8,106 

465 

Pieces      ... 

19,426 

3,310 

8,573 

1,560 

Cotton  flannel,  Japanese... 

„ 

9,500 

3,103 

4,605 

984 

Other  cottons        

... 

11,034 

... 

9,751 

Metals 

6,593 

•5,723 

Kerosene  oil- 

American    

Gallons    ... 

740,500 

17,755 

825,040 

7,210 

Kussian       

>»          ••■ 

480,980 

9,544 

40,240 

T27 

Snmatran 

•t 

18,000 

273 

744,490 

16,864 

Woollens- 

Long  ells     

Pieces      ... 

8,603 

7,743 

7,424 

6,491 

Other  woollens      

!         7,203 

... 

9,121 

Matches,  Japanese 

249,'925 

,         7,528 

883,670 

8.406 

Oi^um,  Patna 

Cwts. 

45 

!         8,488 

22 

1.476 

„      Benares        

»f           ••• 

m 

'         8,926 

124 

8,141 

Indian  raw  cotton     

«t           ••• 

11,208 

19,148 

9,830 

16,488 

Medicines       

... 

12,866 

12,561 

Native  cloth  and  nankeens... 

Cwts.**      ... 

1,686 

8,500 

2,871 

16,064 

811k  piece-goods        

»» 

114 

,       10,058 

101 

7,640 

Llama  braid 

Gross 

66,673 

8,077 

42,680 

2,608 

American  flour         

Cwts.       .. 

10,975 

;         6,645 

6,055 

8,014 

Aniline  dyes 

... 

'         3,066 

... 

2,159 

Other  goods 

... 

... 

54,870 

... 

43.426 

Totol    

871,887 

... 

881,910 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  into  Pakhoi  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

HoDg-Kong 
Chinese  ports  . . 

248,850 
593 

£ 
263,886 
934 

£ 
366,504 
5,333 

£ 
360,314 
1,596 

Total     .. 

249,443 

264,320 

371,837 

861,910 
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Annex  D. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Pakhoi  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Steamers. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Yesselfl. 

Tons. 

Number  of          ^^ 
VeseelB.             ^^'"• 

Britiah 

Gennan 

French 

1 
29 
68 

1,115 
19,840 
85,965 

1          '         1,115 
29          i       19,840 
68          '        85,965 

Total        .. 

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

98 
105 

56,920 
54,240 

98                  56,920 
105                  54,240 

NoTB. — No  sailing  ressels  of  foreign  type. 
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Report  on  th6  Trade  of  Swatow  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Hurst. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  May  10  1900.) 

The  value  of  trade  at  Swatow  during  the  year  1899  shows  a  Total  tradt. 
considerable  advance  on  that  of  the  previous  year,  the  gross  total 
of  imports  and  exports  being  valued  at  6,936,274/.,  as  compared 
with  5,210,967/.  in  1898,  an  increase  of  33  per  cent. 

Of  the  gross  trade,  imports  amount  to  4,730,417/.,  exports  to 
2,205,857/.;  the  figures  for  tlie  previous  year  were  3,423,617/.  and 
1,787,350/.  respectively.  There  is,  therefore,  an  increase  of  about 
38  per  cent,  in  impoits  and  over  23  per  cent,  in  exports. 

I  notice  that  Mr.  Colin  Ford  in  his  prefatory  remarks  to  the 
last  Swatow  trade  report,  observes  that  the  trade  for  1898  had 
established  a  record  in  the  history  of  the  port.  That  record,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  find,  has  now  been  handsomely  eclipsed  as  sliown 
by  the  following  figures  giving  the  values  of  the  trade  during  the 
past  five  years : — 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports, 

Exports. 

Total. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1808 

1899 

£ 
3,192,017 
3,112,771 
2,646,121 
8,423,617 
4,730,417 

£ 
1,377,165 
1,505,043 
1,534,774 
1,787,850 
2,265,857 

£ 

4,569,182 
4,617,814 
4,180,896 
5,210,967 
6,936,274 

The  Haikwan  tael,  the  monetary  standard  adopted  in  the 
customs  returns,  is  reckoned  in  this  report  as  the  equivalent  of 
3«. ;  in  last  year's  report  the  tael  was  reckoned  at  2^.  lOfrf.,  thus 
the  portion  of  the  increased  trade  that  may  be  set  down  to  the 
enhanced  value  of  the  tael  is  but  slight. 

As  regards  the  diicct  trade  with  foreign  countries  the  customs  Direct  tiado 
returns   value   the   impoi-ts   at   1,997,242/.,   and   the   exj>orts   af  ^^-^^  ^<^''®**<^ 
3,919/.,  an  increase  over  the  figures  for  1898  of  about  1 1  i)er  ^^""*''^*' 
(579)  A  2 
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cent,  in  imports  aiul  18  per  cent,  in  exports.  It  is  noteworthy 
tliat  of  the  total  imp?»rt8  no  less  than  1,925,520/.  come  from  Honjj;- 
Kong,  and  of  the  exports  j^oods  valued  at  267,954/.  proceed  thither. 
It  wo\dd  seem  that  the  direct  trade  with  foreign  countries  has  not 
quite  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  trade  with  other  treaty 
ports,  though  it  shows  c^nsiderahle  expansion,  and  with  regard  to 
the  exports  the  figures  ore  somewhat  ilhisory  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  much  native  produce  is  shipped  to  Hong-Kong  whose  ultimate 
destination  is  one  of  the  other  treaty  ports. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  shipping  visiting  the  port 
fairly  proportional  to  the  improved  trade.  1,121  vessels  («all 
steamers)  aggregating  1,128,021  tons  entered  the  port,  as  compared 
with  869  vessels  aggregating  871,493  tons  in  1898. 

Of  the  total  entries  872  vessels  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
910,011  tons  were  British,  or  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  total ;  last 
year  the  British  tonnage  was  only  730 JOB  tons,  but  this  repre- 
sented 84  per  cent,  of  the  total.  This  slight  relative  decrease  in 
ilio  ])ercentage  of  liritish  shipping  is  not  surprising  seeing  that  a 
beavily  subsidised  Japanese  line  has  commenced  running  on  routes 
where,  heretofore,  British  steamers  have  met  with  little  or  no 
comi)etition. 

(ierman  shipping  is  nominally  represented  by  85  entries  aggre- 
gating 75,291  tons,  as  compared  with  72  entries  and  68,748  tons 
in  1895.  It  might  appear  at  first  glance  that  Germany  is  not 
quite  keeping  pace  with  the  general  improvement  shown.  On  the 
contrary,  German  shipping  and  commerce  are  advancing  with 
rapid  strides  as  the  following  facts  testify. 

A  new  German  business  agency  has  been  established  at  the 
port,  that  of  Messrs.  Melchers  and  Company,  the  well-known 
agents  of  the  Nord  Deutscher  Lloyd.  This  firm  have  chartered 
five  steamers  flying  the  Norwegian  flag  which  are  running  regu- 
larly. The  25  empties  aggregating  20,134  tons  under  the  Nor- 
wegian flag  are  doing  German  business,  and  to  form  a  just 
estimat-e  of  German  shipping  these  figures  should  be  added  to 
those  quoted  above.  These  chartered  steamers  run  on  the  line 
from  Hankow  to  Swatow  via  Wuliu  or  Chinkiang.  At  Swatow 
they  take  in  sugar  and  other  local  produce  and  proceed  on  their 
voyage  back  to  Chinkiang  and  Hankow  by  way  of  Hong-Kong. 
I  understand  that  the  reason  for  adopting  this  circuitous  route  on 
the  return  journey  is  that  thereby  their  cargoes  escape  heavy  likin 
exactions  at  the  Yangtze  ports.  It  is  true  that  by  proceeding  via 
Hong-Kong,  the  goods  have  w  pay  increased  freight  and  an 
additional  half  import  duty,  but  they  re-enter  China  as  foreign 
imports  instead  of  native  produce  and  thereby  escape  tlie  incidence 
of  heavy  likin,  and  ai'e  entitled  to  be  conveyed  into  the  interior 
under  transit  pass.  These  advantages  are  found  to  more  than 
counterbalance  the  extra  expenses  incurred. 

A  noteworthy  and,  as  regards  British  shipping,  a  serious 
incident  in  the  shipping  trade  of  the  port  has  been  the  transfer 
by  purchase  of  the  fine  fleet  of  the  Scottish  Oriental  Steamship 
Company  to  the  Nord  Deutscher  Lloyd  Steam  Navigation  Corn- 
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pany.  This  step  will  shortly  result  in  15  steaDiers,  averaging  over 
100  tons  ( ach,  hoisting  the  German  flag  in  place  of  the  British. 
These  vessels  have  enjoyed  a  virtual  monopoly  of  the  emigration 
business  between  this  port  and  Bangkok,  and  have  taken  a  con- 
siderable share  of  that  with  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  change 
of  flag  has  not  yet  taken  place,  rumour  has  it  that  it  will  be 
effected  on  April  1  next.  I  find  that  during  the  past  year  there 
were  77  entries  of  steamers  belonging  to  the  Scottish  Oriental 
Company  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  79,399  tons.  When,  there- 
fore, the  change  of  flag  is  completed,  a  decrease  due  to  this  cause 
of  about  80,000  tons  per  annum  from  British  shipping  may  be 
expected,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  German.  Possibly 
other  lines  may  find  it  worth  their  while  to  compete  for  the 
emigration  business,  and  compensations  may  be  found  in  other 
directions,  but  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  marked  decrease  next  year 
in  the  percentage  of  British  shipping. 

Japanese  shipping  also  shows  considerable  progress,  99  vessels  Japaneie. 
of  a  united  tonnage  of  86,256  tons  entered  the  port,  as  against  six 
vessels  of  6,722   tons  the  previous  year.    The  old  established 
British  firm  of  Bradley  and  Company  act  as    agents  for    the 
Japanese  lines. 

In  April,  1899,  the  Osaka  Shosun  Kaisha  put  two  vessels  on 
to  run  between  Hong-Kong,  Swatow,  Amoy,  and  Tamsui.  Sailings 
are  weekly  from  each  end. 

Two  more  vessels  now  being  built  in  Japan  will  probably  be 
put  on  this  line  at  the  end  of  this  year.  It  is  reported  that  the 
same  company  intend  putting  a  vessel  on  the  run  between  Hong- 
Kong,  Swatow,  Amoy,  and  Anping.  Of  course,  all  these  steamers 
are  subsidised  by  the  Japanese  Government,  otherwise  they  could 
not  successfully  compete  with  other  steamship  companies. 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  also  started  a  Hong-Kong-Vladivo- 
stock  line  in  April,  1899,  Swatow  being  one  of  the  ports  of  call. 
The  two  vessels  on  this  run  are  very  superior,  both  belonging  to 
the  Eed  Cross  Society  of  Japan.  In  the  winter  Vladivostock  is 
inaccessible,  so  this  run  was  discontinued  in  the  winter,  and  a 
Kobe-Hong-Kong  and  a  Nagasaki-Hong-Kong  line  substituted. 
The  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  occasionally  send  vessels  to  Swatow 
with  shipments  of  coal  for  the  different  steamship  companies 
represented  at  this  port. 

6,651  cwts.  of  foreign  opium  valued  at  497,208/.  were  imported  Importo. 
last  year,  as  compared  with  6,016  cwts.  valued  at  401,743/.  in^pl'ini- 
181)8.  Of  this  quantity  2,843  cwts.  were  Malwa,  2,654  cwts. 
Patna,  and  1,128  c^^ts.  Benares,  the  remaining  insignificant 
quantity  being  Persian.  It  will  be  seen  that  Malwa  and  Patna 
were  in  about  equal  demand,  but  there  was  a  material  diflerence 
in  price,  the  former  being  valued  at  80/.  15s.  per  cwt.,  the  latter 
at  70/.  3s.  These  figures  show  that  the  sharp  decline  that  occurred 
in  the  import  of  Indian  opium  after  1894  has  not  been  maintained, 
but  the  quantity  has  now  again  risen  almost  to  the  1894  level. 

A  steadily  increasing  quantity  oi  native  opium  is  brought  to  Native  opiiiui, 
Swatow  by  sea,  738   cwts.  of   Ssfich'uan  and  Yunnan   drug  so 
(579)  a  3 
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arrived  in  1899.  The  value  of  this  was  about  52/.  per  c^  t.,  its 
cheapness  is  its  chief  recommendation.  Doubtless,  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  the  native  drug  finds  its  way  to  Swatow  from  the 
above  provinces  overland.  A  small  quantity  is  grown  locally  in 
the  Kia  Ying  prefecture.  In  1898  the  import  of  sea-borne  native 
drug  was  only  582  cwts. 
Cotton  goodi.  The  trade  in  cotton  piece-goods  of  all  classes  shows  a  healthy 
expansion  which  should  be  gratifying  to  the  Manchester  mauu- 
facturers.  The  total  import  in  1899  was  609,391  pieces,  valued 
at  270,313/.,  as  compared  with  392,696  pieces,  valued  at  200,428/. 
in  1898,  an  increase  of  55  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  35  per  cent, 
in  value.  The  following  table  shows  that  the  improvement  was  a 
general  one,  but  specially  marked  in  white  shirtings  and  cotton 
flannel. 


Articlet. 

Quai 

Lily. 

1899. 

1898. 

Shirtiiigf ,  grey  . . 

,.         wliite 

T-clotbs 

Sheetings 

Turkey- reds 

Cotton  flamul 

Pieces. 
125,179 
389,5b3 

45.286 
4,429 

18,898 

81,122 

Pieces. 

122,2f4 

273.104 

38708 

4.105 

10,664 

17,761 

Cotton  yarn 


WooUenfl.^ 


Metals. 


CoaL 


Japan«M.' 


Tonkineae. 


Cotton  flannel  is  rapidly  coming  into  favour,  most  of  that 
imported  comes  from  Japan. 

The  inijort  of  cotton  yarn  has  slightly  retrograded,  208,787  cwts., 
valued  at  535,595/.,  having  been  imported,  as  compared  with 
228,450  cwts.,  valued  at  556,519/.,  in  1898. 

Indian  yarn  still  distances  all  competitors,  167,848  cwts.  of 
Indian  yarn  having  been  demanded,  as  against  36,625  cwts.  of 
Eujilish  and  4,314  cwts.  of  Japanese  manufacture.  The  slight 
faliing-off  in  the  tota,l  imiort  of  yam  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
low  prices  ruling  for  piece-goods  throughout  the  year  have,  to 
some  degree,  discouraged  local  weaving. 

Woollen  goods  are  not  much  required  in  Swatow  which  enjoys 
a  mild  climate  even  in  winter,  the  total  import  amounts  to  26,516/. 
In  metals  the  chief  demand  is  for  tin-plates  required  in  connec- 
tion with  the  local  kerosene  oil  "  installations."  Matches,  as  in 
previous  years,  all  come  from  Japan. 

There  has  been  a  great  demand  for  coal,  68,243  tons  having 
been  imported,  as  compared  with  30,803  tons  the  previous  year, 
a  very  striking  increase. 

44,699  tons  were  of  Japanese  coal  from  the  Moji  and  Kuchi- 
notzii  Mines,  it  is  in  demand  for  coaling  steamers  at  the  port ;  the 
value  locally  is  about  18*.  per  ton.  The  remaining  23,544  tons 
are  imported  from  Hongay  in  Tonkin,  it  is  small  cpal  and  full  of 
dust,  80  as  to  be  useless  for  Steamship  purposes,  but  it  is  well 
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Buited  for  burning  in  lime  kilns  and  is  cheap,  costing  locally  about 
12s.  per  ton. 

There  is  a  great  and  increasing  detnand  for  lime  by  Chinese  Itimt. 
living  ia  this  neighbourhood.  This  is  caused  by  the  prosperity  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants  who,  no  longer  content  with  mud  hovels, 
are  building  better  houses  of  a  kind  of  concrete  commonly  known 
as  "  chunam."  The  ingredients  of  this  composition  are  clay,  lime, 
and  disintegrated  granite,  the  latter  being  the  principal  compo- 
nent of  the  Swatow  Hills.  The  mixture,  having  been  moistened 
anvl  kneaded  into  a  paste,  is  pounded  down  between  horizontal 
planks  backed  by  vertical  posts,  and  when  dry  coagulates  into  a 
hard  concrete  which  is  an  admirable  building  material.  So  great 
is  the  demand  for  lime  that  I  am  assured  that  the  coolie  class 
can  pick  up  a  better  living  by  gathering  shells  on  the  beach  at  Double 
Island  and  elsewhere  than  by  working  at  the  wharves.  This  fact, 
coupled  with  the  decimation  of  the  local  coolie  class  caused  by 
plague  and  other  epidemics  so  prevalent  in  this  district  of  late 
years,  has  caused  a  distinct  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  coolie 
labour  at  the  wharves,  and  wages  have  much  advanced.  A  wharf 
labourer  now  gets  wages  approximating  to  40  c.  a  day,  it  is  not 
long  ago  since  20  c.  was  the  current  rate  of  pay. 

In  the  import  of  foreign  rice  from  Anam  and  Siam  there  is  a  ^^co- 
considerable  falling-oflF,  only  297,376  cwts.  having  been  imported 
as  compared  with  497,407  cwts.  in  1898.  But  this  diminution  is 
more  than  compensated  for  by  a  quadrupled  import  of  native  rice 
from  Wuhu  and  Chinkiang,  2,951,740  cwts.,  valued  at  932,233^., 
having  been  imported,  as  against  652,744  cwts.,  valued  at  200,182/., 
in  1898. 

Of  the  whole  increase  in  imports,  amounting  to  1,306,800Z., 
rice  accounts  for  671,881/.,  or  rather  more  than  half.  This  in- 
crease in  the  import  is  attributable  to  a  drought  in  the  Kia  Ying 
district,  which  blighted  the  rice  crop  there,  and  to  the  fact  that, 
as  it  is  found  more  profitable  to  grow  sugar,  additional  tracts  of 
land  are  being  devoted  to  sugar  cultivation. 

The  import  of  kerosene  oil  advances  by  leaps  and  bounds,  Keroaene  oi , 
5,045,145  gallons,  valued  at  99,902/.,  having  been  imported,  as 
compared  with  3,503,555  gallons,  valued  at  54,907/.,  in  1898,  not- 
withstanding an  advance  in  price  of  at  least  Id.  a  gallon.  Of  the 
total  import,  735,970  gallons  were  American  oil,  2,843,565  gallons 
Russian  (of  which  1,978,695  gallons  were  in  bulk),  and  1,465,610 
Sumatran,  the  whole  of  which  was  in  bulk.  Russian  oil  is  thus 
most  in  favour.  There  are  in  Swatow  two  tank  oil  "  installations," 
the  one  for  Russian  oil  from  Batoum,  the  other  for  Sumatran  from 
Langkat.  A  lamp  with  a  special  burner  is  sold  by  the  Langkat 
Company  to  counteract  smoking. 

There  has  been  a  brisk  demand  for  foreign  flour,  the  bulk  of  Flour, 
which  comes  from  California.     121,622  cwts.  were  imported,  more 
than  double  the  import  of  1898.     This  increase  is  further  evidence 
of  the  improved  economical  condition  of  the  Swatow  Chinese. 

Foreign  sundries  are  valued  at  292,766/.,  practically  the  same  F(»reign 
amount  as  last  year.  sundries. 
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Nfttire  0*  ^^^  native  imports  beancake  foiins  the  most  important 

produce.         item,  4,345,750   cwts.,    valued   at   1,066,782/.,    having   found   a 

Beftnoake.  market  here  during  the  year.  It  comps  cliiefly  from  Newchwang, 
Chefoo,  and  Chinkiang,  and  is  used  as  a  fertiliser  for  the  sugar 
plantations.  The  beancakes  from  the  places  mentioned  vary  little 
in  economic  value,  the  only  difference  being  in  the  size  of  the 
cakes.  However,  I  am  told  that  when  one  size  of  beancake  has 
been  adopted  as  the  fashion  in  any  particular  district,  beancakes 
of  a  different  size  are  quite  unsaleable  there. 

Exporte.  Sugar  continues  to  be  the  one  important  export  cf  Swatow. 

Sugar.  2,184,676  cwts.,  valued  at  1,160,157/.,  left  the  port  as  compared  with 

1,734,242  cwts.,  valued  at  877,456/.  in  1898.  Of  the  total  export 
1,235,974  cwts.  were  of  brown  sugar  and  948,702  cwts.  of  white. 
Tlie  excellence  of  the  sugar  crop  was  mainly  due  to  suitable 
climatic  conditions,  the  canes  having  escaped  the  bliglit  of  frost 
and  the  devastating  typhoon,  of  which  calamities  the  latter  is  by 
no  means  an  unfrequent  visitor  at  this  port.  Tlie  export  of  sugar 
is  almost  entirely  to  central  and  northern  Chinese  treaty  ports, 
chiefly  to  Shanghai,  Hankow,  Chinkiang,  Newchwang,  and  Chefoo! 

Indigo,  Ac.  92,949  cwts.  of  liquid  indigo,  valued  at  29,873/.,  and  L'28,493 

cwts.  of  oranges,  valued  at  37,262/.,  were  exported  during  the  year. 
Of  the  remaining  exports  the  chief  were  native  cloth  (132,046/.), 
tobacco  (138,754/.),  and  paper  (79,552/.);  these  mostly  show  a' 
slight  expansion  on  the  figures  for  1898  but  present  no  noticeable 
features. 

Of  the  black  tea  (oolong)  exported,  amounting  to  11,217  cwts., 
valued  at  30,817/.,  7,684  cwts.  left  for'Cochin  China,  Anam,  and 
Tonquin,  and  3,201  cwts.  to  Siam.  There  is  a  large  export  of 
vegetables  and  fruit  chiefly  for  the  Hong-Kong  market,  but  also 
for  the  Straits  Settlements  and  Bangkok.  These  include  a  large 
quantity  of  potatoes  and  persimmons. 

Kmigrafcion.  The  growing  prosperity  of  the  port  would  lead  to  the  expecta- 

tion that  a  decline  in  the  number  of  emigrants  would  be  shown. 
On  the  contrary,  emigration  has  been  brisk,  and  would  have  been 
still  larger  had  it  not  been  for  its  almost  total  suspension  from 
June  5  to  September  28,  consequent  on  the  prohibition  of  im- 
migrants into  the  Straits  Settlements  as  a  precautionary  measure 
against  the  spread  of  bubonic  plague. 

89,794  emigrants  left  the  port  in  1899,  as  compared  with 
73,995  in  1898,  and  71,428  in  1897.  Of  this  number  16,629 
proceeded  to  Hong-Kong,  20,581  to  Bangkok,  4,962  to  Saigon, 
34,775  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  8,916  to  Sumatra. 

On  the  other  hand  70,011  Chinese  returned  to  the  port,  so 
that  the  excess  of  emigration  to  immigration  only  amounted  to 
19,783  persons.  The  emigrants  are,  many  of  them,  relatives  of 
previous  Chinese  settlers  at  Bangkok,  Singapore  and  Deli  who 
go  to  join  their  friends;  and  the  returning  tide  of  immigrants 
which  attests  the  attachment  of  the  Chinese  to  his  native  land 
is,  in  my  opinion,  no  mean  factor  in  the  development  of  trade. 
It  is  more  than  likely  that  the  Chinese  settler,  during  his  sojourn 
abroad,  has   been  accustomed  to   better   food   and   clothing,  has 
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bought,  among  other  things,  a  watch  and  a  foreign  lamp,  and 
has  taken  to  smoking  foreign  cigars;  in  a  word,  has  discovered 
new  wants,  and  in  this  way  "the  standard  of  living*'  in  this 
district  has  been  raised  and  wages  have  advanced. 

Dr.  Henry  Layng,  in  the  recently  published  Customs  Medical 
Eeports,  discusses  the  question  as  to  when  the  prohibition  of 
emigration  from  this  district  to  prevent  the  spread  of  plague 
becomes  necessary.  In  his  opinion,  "  careful  and  strict  medical  Medical 
inspection  at  the  port  of  departure  with  a  similar  careful  inspection  «"P«''^"ion. 
at  port  of  destination  in  addition  to  the  quarantine  of  nine  or 
10  days  has  proved  so  successful  in  the  past  that  prohibition 
need  only  be  resorted  to  if  the  port  itself  is  badly  infected."  As 
regards  Swatow  itself  he  states  that,  in  1899,  "  there  has  been  no 
epidemic  of  any  kind  nor  has  a  case  of  plague  or  cholera  been 
met  with,"  but  that  plague  existed  as  an  epidemic  at  Ampo  and 
"  the  villages  to  the  north  and  north-east,  Ngkung  to  the  north 
and  Huilai  and  Kuisu  to  the  south-west." 

I  may  mention  that  the  system  of  careful  medical  inspection 
initiated  at  the  request  of  the  Straits  Government  is  always 
enforced  at  Swatow.  Plague  has  disappeared  for  the  present, 
but  occasionally  a  case  of  small-pox  is  met  with.  The  inspection 
is  so  rigid  that  the  chance  of  an  infectious  case  escaping  detection 
is  reduced  to  a  very  fine  point  indeed,  especially  as  the  emigrants 
are  not  allowed  to  land  at  Singapore  till  they  have  been  again 
thoroughly  inspected. 

In  connection  with  emigration,  allusion  may  be  made  to  the  Trade 
establishment  by  the   Chinese  authorities    of    trade    Protection  ^[^^^^" 
bureaux  both  at  Swatow  and  Amoy,  ostensibly  designed  to  save 
emigrants  from  extortion  and  imposition.     The  following  remarks 
by  Mr.  E.  H.  Fraser,  my  immediate  predecessor  at  this  port,  are 
interesting : — 

"The  Taotai  gravely  proposed  that  each  emigrant  should  be 
photographed  at  the  bureau  and  get  a  special  pass  at  his  office 
at  Swatow  before  leaving  China,  at  a  charge  of  60  c.  a-piece,  but 
the  opposition  of  all  engaged  in  the  trade,  and  the  impossibility 
of  his  proposals  led  him  to  abandon  them  for  a  scheme  of  issuing 
passes  through  the  coolie  hongs.  This  also  he  gave  up  when  I 
pointed  out  to  him  that  it  was  the  returning  emigrant  who  needed 
protection,  and  that  those  leaving  by  British  ships  for  British 
possessions  were  amply  safe-guarded.  Finally,  he  covered  his 
retreat  by  suggesting  that  boarding-house  runners  should  bear 
their  hong  names  on  their  hats,  that  sampans  should  be  licensed 
(as  is  already  done  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs),  and  that 
the  bureau's  police  should  board  incoming  emigrant  vessels  to  keep 
order — a  step  to  which  I  could  not  assent." 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  building  going  on  during  the  aencnl 
year  to  meet  the  requirements  of  trade  expansion,  including  12  wnwrks. 
new  warehouses  erected  by  a  British  firm  on  the  Swatow  side  of 
the  harbour.    Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  locality.    The  main  street  skirting  the 
harbour  on  the  Kialat  (Swatow)  side  has  been  cleared  of  hawkers' 
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stalls  and  accuuiulatiug  filth :  and  now  tliere  in  an  excellent  fairly 
clean  road  free  from  obstruclions  on  that  side  of  the  estuary. 
This  improvonient  is  due  chiefly  to  the  eflorts  of  tlie  British  and 
(Jlernian  Consuls. 

In  concluding,  I  may  mention  that  having  oidy  arrived  at  the 
port  on  February  9  last,  my  peraonal  exi)erience  of  the  port  is 
necessarily  very  limited,  but  1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stuart  Smith 
and  Mr.  A.  Macgowan  for  several  useful  items  of  information ; 
and  must  also  express  my  sense  of  courtesy  of  Mr.  Boyd-Brcdon, 
Commissioner  of  Customs,  who  has  allowed  me  the  usual  access 
to  the  returns  of  trade  previous  to  publication. 


Annex  A. — Retukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Swatow 


during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1 

1 

1899. 

1608. 

ArtiolM. 

1 

'  Cwt«.       ... 

Qnantitf. 

Value. 

Qnaotttj. 

Value. 

Ophini 

6,601 

497.206 

6,016 

401,748 

Pieces      ... 

609,891 

270,818 

892,696 

200,428 

„       cotton  yam 

;  CrU.       ... 

208,787 

635,696 

228,460 

556,5111 

OtHer  cottons  snd  thread    ... 

Value      ... 

82,844 

... 

18v247 

Woollen  goods          

M                     ••• 

... 

26,516 

... 

21,503 

Metals 

., 

... 

78,453 

... 

71,697 

mutches          

Gross 

763,686 

80.606 

924,875 

32,68G 

Kerosene  oil 

,  Gallons    ... 

6,045,126 

W,902 

8,608.»5 

64,907 

Flour 

Cwts.       ... 

121,662 

61,522 

No  Betorn. 

Bice      

••• 

297,376 

96,380 

497^407 

156,550 

Coel      

1  Tons 

68,248 

54,421 

80,808 

26,869 

Foreign  sundries      

... 

... 

292,766 

•  M 

288,893 

Nfttlve  produce— 

1 

Beancake  and  beans 

Cvm. 

4,345,750 

1,066,782 

8,722,681 

823,094 

Kative  cloth  and  raw  cotton 

„ 

9,871 

29,501 

19,876 

45.676 

Hemp,  natire ... 

',          M 

86,928 

118,549 

88,714 

116,013 

2rir..."  :::    :::    ::: 

'          „                      ... 

746 

38,490 

583 

27,285 

'          „ 

2,951,740 

98i,288 

65:2,744 

200,182 

Silk  piece-goods       

>l 

882 

77,280 

849 

67,958 

Wheat 

,, 

194,870 

59,407 

61,652 

13,845 

Samdio. 

62,486 

51,815 

... 

88,955 

Katlve  sundries        

287,884 

... 

256,117 

Total  imporU 

... 

4,780,417 

... 

8,428,617 
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Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  (including 
Jie-exports)  from  Swatow  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Valno. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cloth,  native    . 
Grass  olpth 
Indigo  liquid    . 
Oranges. . 
Sugar,  brown   . 
„       white    . 
Te^        .. 
Tobacco. . 
Paper    . . 
Hundries 
Jow  papery 

Cwt3. 

20,093 

6,424 

92,949 

228,493 

1,235,974 

948,702 

11,317 

37,580 

77,153 

62,476 

132,046 
63,727 
29,873 
37,262 

527,272 

632,885 
30,817 

133,754 
79,552 

460,943 
72,726 

Owts. 
16,642 
8,779 
110,239  ' 
192,464 

1,734,242 

9,550 
35,601 
63,470 

63,470 

£ 

89,763 
82,974 
28,078 
32,706 

877,466 

25,092 
130,652 

64,773 
389,484 

66,882 

Total     . 

*        •  • 

•    2,206,857 

•  • 

1,787,850 

Antex  C. — 1?etu'IIX  showing  Total  Value  of  aU  Imports  to  and 
Exports  from  Sw  atow  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1899-.98. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

! 

1899.               1898. 

1899.       i       1898. 

Qreat  Britain  •  • 
Hong-£ong     .  • 
Straits  Settlements     .. 
Japan    .. 
Formosa 

Coohin-Ohina,  Tonkin, 
and  Anam    •  • 

Siam 

Java  '   

£                   £ 

32 

1,925,520    •     1,694,759 

12.076             11,807 

38,308    ;         25,885 

4,438    1           7,276 

14,044              10,697 

2,161    i         24,727 

696    !         20,751 

£ 

267,954 
186,056 

31V205 

81,844 

111,202 

10,653 

£ 

I97V66O 
171,696 

86,463 

70,892 
89,805 
15,190 

Total     «. 

1,997,242 

1,795,834 

688,919 

680,996 

''1 
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Annex  D. — Ekturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Swatow 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Steamebs. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nations  lit  J. 

Number  of       fr«„„.„« 
Vessels.           Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British  ..     ^   .. 
American 
German. .         ^ . 
Swedish  and  Norwegian 

Belgian 

Japanese           . .         • . 
Chinese 

872        1       910,011 
2                    1,774 
85                 75,291 
25         ,          20,134 
2                    2,174 
99                   86.256 
36                  32,381 

878 
2 
85 
25 
2 
99 
36 

910,197 
1,774 
75,291 
20,134 
2,174 
86.256 
32,381 

Total 


1,121 


1,128,021 


1,122 


1,128,207 
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(Received  at  Foreign  Ofllce,  May  22,  1900.) 

In  nearly  every  part  of  China  the  year  1899  has  been  marked  Total  ira  e. 
by  an  almost  unprecedented  increase  in  the  volume  of  trade,  as 
indicated  by  the  customs  statistic& 

The  following  table,  giving  the  total  values  in  silver  of  the 
trade  of  Hangchow,  in  each  year  since  the  opening  of  the  port, 
shows  that  this  port  has  participated  in  the  general  advance : — 

Tablb  showing  the  Growth  of  the  Trade  of  Hangchow  since  its 
Opening  as  a  Treaty  Port,  1896  to  1899. 


Value. 


liixports— - 
Foreign,  from  foreign 
countries       ••         •• 
Foreign,  from  Chinese 

ports  •  • 

Native,  from  Chinese 
ports 

Leu  re-exports  .  • 

Net  total  imports        •• 


Total 


1        1896. 
(October  to 
December). 

1897. 

1898. 

1800. 

,    Hk.  taels. 

Hk.  taels. 

Hk.  taels. 

Hk.  taelt. 

i 

44,620 

43,262 

•  • 

02,217 

1,217,291 

2,043,688 

.   2,747,433 

32,185 

241,793 

876,870 

2,366,023 

i 

2,467 

1,601,247 
6,160,372 

2,985 

15,141 

'      124,402       , 
1      102,994 

2,060,234 
6,033,216 

6,000,216 
6,402,662 

227,396      1 

7,676,619 

7,908,470 

11,601,767 

Taking  the  average  value  of  tlie  Haikwau  tael  at  one-seventh 
of  1/.  for  1898,  and  at  3*.  for  1899,  we  find  that  the  total  sterling 
value  has  increased  from  1,141,925/.  to  1,725,265/.  These  totals 
are  made  up  of  the  following  items : — 
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Foreign  ffoods,  direct  import 
„       from  Chinese  ports 
Natire  imports  . . 
Exports 


Lei9  re-exports  . 


Valae. 


1898. 

1899. 

6,179 
291,941 
125,197 
719,036 

£ 

412V115 
365,088 
960,888 

427 


2,271 


No  direct 
imports  from 
foreign 
ountriee. 


Nature  of 
trade  d«>aib 
with  by 


According  to  the  last  returns  issued  by  the  Chinese  customs, 
Hangehow  now  ranks,  as  to  annual  value  of  the  whole  trade, 
seventeenth  out  of  32  ports  of  which  statistics  are  published ; 
while  as  to  collection  of  revenue  it  stands  fourteenth  out  of 
33  stations.  Roughly  speaking  its  share  is  about  one  forty-fourth 
of  the  trade  of  the  Empire,  and  it  contributes  about  the  same 
proportion  to  the  total  customs  revenue. 

On  comparing  the  values  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  years 

1898  and  1899  the  former  show  a  far  larger  increase  than  the 
latter,  namely,  2,138,981  Haikwan  taels  (305,569/.),  as  i^ainst 
1,369,307  Haikwan  taels  (205,396/.).  Expressed  in  percentages 
the  advance  has  been  (silver  values)  rather  over  72  per  cent,  in 
imports  and  rather  over  27  per  cent,  in  exports.  On  the  total 
trade  the  increase  works  out*  to  not  quite  44  per  cent,,  whereas 
the  figures  for  1898  only  show  an  advance  of  a  little  over  4  per 
cent,  upon  those  for  1897. 

The  branch  of  trade  in  which  the  increase  has  been  greatest 
is  the  import  of  native  goods.  This  trade  has  multiplied  nearly 
tenfold  in  two  years,  for  while  the  total  for  1899  amounts  to 
2*70  times  that  for  1898,  the  latter  in  its  turn  was  3*62  times  that 
for  1897. 

On  the  other  hand  the  small  direct  importation  of  foreign 
goods  (44,620  and  43,252  Haikwan  taels)  which  appears  in  the 
returns  for  1897  and  1898  is  entirely  absent  from  those  of  the 
year  under  review.  In  the  Customs  Report  for  1898,  Mr.  Paul  H. 
King,  the  then  Commissioner  of  Customs,  remarked  that  these 
imports  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  direct  transhipments  at 
Shanghai  from  Hong-Kong  and  Japan.     Their  disappearance  in 

1899  may,  therefore,  be  attributed  to  a  change  in  mode  of 
transport  en  rmde  rather  than  be  set  down  as  a  loss  to  the  trade 
of  the  port.  In  1898  rather  more  than  half  the  total  consisted 
of  tin  slabs  from  Hong-Kong.  The  only  other  items  that  were 
not  wholly  inconsiderable  were  leather  and  Japanese  matches, 
though  a  degree  of  interest  attaches  to  the  little  item,  1,284 
Haikwan  taels  (183/.)  for  machinery  imported  direct  from  Great 
Britain.     But  whatever  may  have  been  its  prospects  in  previous 

'  years  direct  importation  from  foreign  countries  into  Hangehow 
was  not  attempted  in  1899. 

The  trade  of   which  cognizance  is  taken   by   the   Imperial 
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Customs  is  entirely  canal  borne.      The  Hangchow  custom-house  imperial 
ia .  aitua-ted  in  the  Foreign  Settlement  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Ou«toms. 
Grand  Canal  about  four  miles  outside  the  city  to  tlie  north.     In  Hangchow 
addition  to  this,  the  principal  office,  there  is  a  branch  office  at  Customs. 
Kiahsing,  about  half-way  between  Hangchow  and  Shanghai  at  the 
junction  with  the  canal  leading  to- Soochow.     The  figures  for  the 
trade  of  Kiahsing  are  not  distinguished  in  the  customs  returns 
from  those  of  Hangchow,  and  are  consequently  included  therewith 
in  this  report. 

This  canal  trade  is  carried  on  in  Chinese  junks  and  cargo  boats  Steam 
towed  by  steam  launches  which  belong  to  two  companies,  of  which  la^n^ches  and 
one  is  Chinese,  known  as  "  Tai  Sheng  Ch'ang  "  (Tai  sing  cheong),  Q^rend'^Canal. 
and  the  other  Japanese,   and   named    *'Tai   To"    (in    Chinese, 
Ta  Tung,  that  is  Great  Eastern).     The  table  of  shipping  which 
forms  Annex  I  to  this  report  shows  the  number  of  boats  and  ';■] 

launches  under  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  flags  with  their  distri-  ^  : 

bution  between  the  Shanghai  and  the  Soochow  trade.  Each  launch 
takes  a  tow,  or  "  train  "  as  it  is  familiarly  called,  of  six,  seven,  or 
eight  junks  and  passenger  boats.  These  "trains"  are  made  up 
to  leave  Hangchow  at  from  5  to  7  o'clock  every  evening.  They 
leave  Shanghai  about  the  same  hours.  In  the  absence  of  bad 
weather  or  accidents  the  journey  of  150  miles  from  the  Hangchow 
Settlement  to  Shanghai  occupies  some  24  hours,  including  short 
stoppages  at  T*ang-hsi  (Dong  si)  and  Kiahsing,  but  this  time  may 
be  prolonged  to  40  hours  or  over  under  unfavourable  circum- 
stances. The  journey  to  Soochow  is  rather  shorter,  both  in  time 
and  distance. 

The  share  taken  by  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  companies 
respectively  in  carrying  the  trade  of  the  port  during  the  year 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  figures : —  •  —Vv  . 

Under  Japanese  Flag. 

Value. 


Hk.  taels. 

Voreign  imports 140,713 

Native  imports       . .         94 

„      exports       735,259 

Foreign  iv-exports . .         . .         . .         . .  1,508 

Coast  trade,  duty  paid 6,6i8 

Tomiage  dues,  paid           . .         . .         • .  I  4  *5 

Export  duty,  paid i  51,767 
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Under  Chinese  Flag. 


Value. 

I  Hk.  tMls. 

Foreign  import*     ••         •*•         ••         ..'  2,006,720 

Native  imports '  2,866,829 

„     exports       ..         5,667,298 

Foreign  re-export  B. ,  9,898 

Nattye  re-exports  . .         •  •         .  •         ...  3,740 

Coast  trade,  duty  paid 134,889 

Tonnage  dues,  paid           • .         . .         . .  •  21 

Export  duty,  paid 241,429 

I 


Origin  and 
destination  of 
cargo  carried. 


Transport  of 
treasure  ard 
passenger! 
traffic. 


Foreign  goods  naturally  come  to  Haugchow  wholly,  or  aknost 
wholly,  through  Shanghai,  which  port  5so  provided  2,239,784 
Haikwaii  taels  (335,968Z.)  out  of  the  total  of  2,366,923  Haikwan 
taels  (355,038/.)  of  native  imports,  and  absorbed  6,398,901 
Haikwan  taels  (959,835/.)  out  of  the  0,402,552  Haikwan  taels 
(960,383/.)  which  formed  the  total  export  of  the  port. 

Of  the  small  remainder  of  native  imports  122,595  Haikwan 
taels  (18,389/.)  is  set  down  as  coming  from  Canton,  the  rest  from 
Nanking,  Soochow,  and  Tientsin ;  wliile  the  small  Ivalance,  3,651 
Haikwan  taels  (548/.)  of  exports  went  to  Soochow.  As  goods 
from  Canton  and  Tientsin  must  always,  and  goods  from  Nanking 
would  most  naturally  arrive  by  the  Shanghai  rather  than  the 
Soochow  route,  it  M'ould  seem  that  the  Soochow-Hangchow  goods 
business  is  of  very  small  proportions. 

This  conclusion  is  somewhat  modified  if  account  he  taken  of 
the  very  considerable  passenger  traffic  carried  on  by  the  Soochow 
lx)ats,  and  also  of  the  fact  that  all  the  treasure  (1,389,320  Haikwan 
taels  in  1899  and  1,182,651  Haikwan  taels  in  1898)  brought  into 
Hangchow  comes  from  Soocliow.  On  the  other  hand,  the  export 
of  treasure,  812,843  Haikwan  taels  cut  of  816,843  Haikwan  tael&, 
is  almost  wholly  towards  Shanghai. 

The  particulars  of  passenger  traffic  are  given  as  follows : — 

Number. 


To  Shanghai  and  places  on  route— 

Foreigners 

NatiTes 

To  Soochow,  Ac- 
Foreigners      •         •• 

Natires  . .  . .  •  •  « •         • « 

From  Shanghai,  Ac- 
Foreigners      • .         •  •         •  •         t  •         •  • 
Natives 

From  Soochow  — 

Foreigner?      ..         ..         

NatiTes  • »  . .  . .         .  •         * . 

■    p  Tf. — ^ V        ■-     .  J.  r  ■ 


1899. 

1898. 

340 
42,890 

254 

31,988 

54 

18,377 

10 
14,383 

311 
50,861 

299 
39,913 

53 
17,682 

37 
17,793 
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But  to  quote  again  the  Customs  Report  for  ]  898  :  '•  The  tabic 
gives  bnfe  an  inadequate  idea  o!  the  movements  of  human  brings 
up  ami  clown  the  8oo-Hang-Hu  route.  PiJgrims  to  Tiou  Chit** 
(a  great  monastery  in  the  hills  west  of  Hangchow)  'come  every 
year  in  their  thousands,  but  ouly  a  small  proportion  by  foreign 
*tow!'"  Nor,  I  may  add,  is  it  only  pilgrims  to  this  or  other 
Buddlust  shrines  that  swell  the  passenger  trade  on  these  canals, 
though  it  is  certainly  during  the  seasons  of  pilgrimage  (second, 
sixth,  and  ninth  Chinese  moons)  that  the  canals  are  most  con- 
gested with  boats. 

Even  in  regard  to  goods  traffic  the  foreign  tows,  as  Mr.  King  Trade  not 
calls  them,  that  are  alone  dealt  with  by  the  customs,  only  account  '^-^'^^  ^ 
for  a  portion  of  the  activity  of  the  port.     There  are  many  and  returns^  c.^., 
important  articles  of  trade  which  either  do  not  appear  in  the  rice  and 
returns  at  all,  or  only  to  an  insignificant  extent.      Of  these,  I  *^^°  P^®^" 
would  mention  rice  and  foreign  cotton  and  woollen  goods.    The  ^     *" 
daily  consumption  of  the  former  in  the  city  and  suburbs  is  given 
at  1,000  bags,  much  of  which  must  come  from  other  districts, 
though  I  believe  that  the  regions  round  Shao-hsing,  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  south-east,  are  really  our  chief  source  of  supply.     As 
to  the  latter,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  customs  figures  (see 
Annex,  Imports)  show  only  a  very  small  importation,  viz.,  a  total 
of  27,151  Haikwan  taels  (4,072^.)  in  1899,  and  9,503  Haikwan 
taels  (1,358^)  in  1898.    These  totals  are  made  up  of  the  following 
principal  items : — 


ArtiolM. 

Dozen    . . 
Oirts.     .. 

Cwts.     .• 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

Qnantifv^. 

Talus* 

Towels 

Tftrn,  Japanese     •• 
.    Other  cotton  goods 
Woollen  yam 
Silk  and  cotton  mix- 
ture, Japanese  •  • 

6,291 
270 

188 

14 

£ 

424 

784 

488 

2,139 

297 

6,664 
54 

m 

10 

£ 

811 
150 

•  • 
626 

271 

In  explanation  of  these  very  small  figure*  I  turn  again  to 
Mr.  King's  report  and  find  the  statement.  "The  almost  total 
absence  of  foreign  cotton  and  woollen  piece-goods  from  our  returns, 
although  Hangchow  is  well-known  in  the  Shanghai  market  as  a 
large  consumer  of  such  products  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  this 
branch  of  the  trade  is  controlled  by  a  powerful  association  of  local 
merchants  under  official  protection,  styled  the  Yang-pu  Kung-so 
(Foreign  Cloth*  Guild),  They  make  their  own  return  to  the  likin 
and  import  solely  through  that  channel.  Some  idea  may  be 
gained  of  the  extent  of  their  transactions,,  though  no  actual 
statistics  are  forthcoming,  from  the  fact  that  during  the  year  tliey 
paid  on  a  total  of  some  400,000  Hmkwan  taels  of  goods." 

These  faetff  go  far  to  explain  the  cxc^jss  of  exports  over  imports 
(SO*)  A  4 
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sliown  by  tlie  customs  returns  of  the  total  trade,  the  figures  of 
whicli  would  nearly  balance  if  the  real  value  of  foreign  piece-goods 
were  included  therein. 

No  doubt  other  branches  of  trade  continue  similarly  under  the 
control  of  native  organisations  or  from  other  causes  are  so  conducted 
as  to  fall  wholly  outside  the  purview  of  the  customs.  Perhaps  the 
most  important  would  prove  to  be  the  trade  in  timber  and  bamboos 
(rafts),  and  I  have  observed  evidence  of  a  business  in  bark  for 
dye-making  and  in  coir  palm  fibre  that  must  be  of  respectable 
proportions.  Seeing  again  how  extensive  a  business  is  done  in 
this  city  in  native  cutlery,  especially  razors  and  scissors,  for  which 
Haugchow  has  a  wide  renown,  one  is  inclined  to  ask  where  the 
raw  niaterial  comes  from  for  this  manufacture  and  to  find  no 
answer  in  the  small  recorded  import  of  steel. 

Hangchow,  after  all,  is  an  inland  city.  Even  if,  which  is  far 
from  the  case,  the  customs  dealt  with  the  whole  trade  on  the 
Grand  Canal,  there  would  still  be  other  land  and  water  routes  in 
every  direclion.  A  certain  amount  of  junk  trade  braves  the 
shallows  and  tides  of  the  Ch'ient*ang  Eiver,  and  a  very  considerable 
volume  crosses  that  river  by  lerries  to  connect  by  various  canals 
with  Hsiao  Shan,  Shaohsing  and  Ningpo.  The  branches  of  the 
Ch'ient  ang,  again,  afford  water  communication  with  the  greater 
half  of  Chekiang  and  a  part  of  AnhuL  The  exported  products  of 
all  this  country  inevitably  flow  through  Hangchow,  but  in  addition 
to  articles  {e.g.,  Fychow  tea)  given  in  the  list  of  exports,  it  is 
notorious  that  this  country  yields  many  other  commodities  which 
command  a  wide  sale  in  other  regions.  For  instance,  half  over 
China  one  sees  exposed  in  every  provision  shops  hams  which 
profess  to  come  from  Chinhua,  an  inland  city  of  Chekiang,  of  which 
Hangchow  is  the  only  natural  outlet 

Thus  all  trade  statistics  about  Hangchow  are  imperfect  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  Of  the  import  trade  of  the  interior,  the  only 
part  which  the  figures  enable  us  to  follow  to  its  destination  is  the 
relatively  small  amount  of  goods  sent  up  country  under  the 
protection  of  transit  passes ;  while,  as  has  just  been  shown,  large 
items  of  the  local  exports  equally  escape  inclusion  in  any  published 
returns. 
Articles  of  In  the  tables  annexed  to  this  report  will  be  found  a  statxjment 

import.  of  the  quantities  and  values  in  sterling  of  the  principal  articles  of 

import  and  export  dealt  with  by  the  customs  during  the  yeare 
1899-98. 
Opium.  Turning  to  the  first  item  in  the  import  table  we  find  that  the 

importation  of  foreign  opium  has  all  but  doubled  both  in  value 
and  quantity.  It  is  divided  in  the  returns  into  Malwa,  Patna, 
and  Benares,  but  the  last  two  only  account  for  50  cwts,,  value 
:^,750/.  and  1^  cwt.,  value  106/.,  in  1899 ;  and  for  40  cwts.,  value 
2,722/.  and  21  cwts.,  value  1,458/.  in  1898;  the  balance  being 
Malwa. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  adequately  explain  this  sudden  expansion 
from  95,343/.  to  186,310/.  in  a  trade  wjiich  has  shown  so  general 
a  downward  tendency  in  China  during  recent  years.     But  it  may 
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be  partly  due  to  the  greater  prosperity  of  the  iuhabitants.  1898 
was  a  year  of  drought  and  dear  food;  1899  one  of  plentiful,  indeed 
rather  excessive,  rainfall  and  cheaper  food,  and  one  in  which  trade 
was  extremely  active.  Foreign  opium  is  chietly  indulged  in  by  the 
rich,  while  the  4;iative  drag  is  used  by  the  poor.  A  rapid  addition 
to  the  number  of  persons  with  spare  cash  in  hand  would  readily 
lead  to  a  greater  proportionate  consumption  of  the  foreign  article 
without  supposing  any  sudden  aggravation  of  the  habit.  Again, 
it  is  said  that  larger  quantities  of  opium  than  usual  were  last 
year  laid  in  stock  by  wholesale  dealers  without  any  intention  of 
passing  it  at  once  into  consumption,  also  that  much  has  been 
sent  overland  into  Anhui. 

Little  or  no  native  opium  passes  through  the  customs  here, 
but  there  seems  to  be  a  considerable  overland  trade  not  only  with 
the  seaboard  prefectures  of  this  province,  in  all  of  which  opium  is 
grown,  but  also  with  Szechuen,  Yiinnan,  and  Kwantung. 

The  revenue  raised  by  the  customs  as  opium  likin  during  the 
year  amounted  to  156,536  Haikwan  taels  (23,480/.)  against  79,368 
Haikwan  taels  (11,338/.)  in  1898. 

Passing  by  cotton  and  woollen  goods  upon  which  I  have 
already  remarked,  we  come  to  foi'eiga  metals  in  which  the  total 
import  has  advanced  slightly,  namely  from  217,148  Haikwan 
taels  (31,021Z.)  to -233,872  Haikwan  taels  (35,081/.). 

In  the  principal  single  item,  tin  slabs,  there  has  been  aXinslabfl. 
marked  falliug-off,  4,107  cwts.,  valued  at  113,894  Haikwan  taels 
(17,084/.)  standing  in  the  place  of  9,285  cwts.,  at  194,971  Haikwan 
taels  (27,853/.).  This  article  is  used  not  only  for  packing  tea,  but 
in  a  variety  of  local  manufactures,  such  as  the  clieaper  qualities 
of  metal  candlesticks,  temple  ornaments,  incense  burners,  teacups 
and  pots,  and  especially  as  tin-foil  for  making  the  sacrificial 
"silver  paper"  for  which  Hangchow  has  an  unrivalled  reputation 
throughout  China. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  find  hi  1899  an  importation  of  copper  Copper, 
ingots,  1,294  cwts.,  value  23,916  Haikwan  taels  (3,587/.) ;  copper 
slabs,  1,485  cwts.,  value  24,940  Haikwan  taels  (3,741/.);  and 
spelter,  2,671  cwts.,  value  17,939  Haikwan  taels  (2,866/.),  which 
are  wholly  wanting  in  the  1898  returns.  This  copper  appears  to 
be  chiefly  for  making  cash,  and  comes  from  Jajpan. 

The  importation  of  ironware,  though  still  small,  has   more  Ironware,  Ac. 
than  doubled,  being  valued  at  40,018  Haikwan  taels  (6,003/.), 
against  18,697  Haikwan  taels  (2,67l/.K    The  chief  item  is  nail 
and  rod  iron,  18,859  Haikwan  taels  (2,829/.)  in   1899,  against 
6,810  Haikwan  taels  (973/.)  in  1898. 

Besides  an  increase  in  lead  from  690  cwts.,  worth  3,480 
Haikwan  taels  (497/.),  to  1,004  cwts.,  worth  5,066  Haikwan  taels 
(760/.),  the  returns  show  that  8,099  Haikwan  taels  (1,215/.)  worth 
of  other  metals,  eg,,  steel,  were  imported  to  which  there  is  no 
corresponding  entry  in  the  1898  list.  This  may,  however,  be 
more  than  set  off  by  the  importation  of  17,670  Haikwan  taels 
(2,524/.)  of  machinery  in  1898. 

In  foreign  sundries  every  item  of  any  importance  has  increased  SundriM. 
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Kcrc?e  ic  oil. 


Cool,  sugar. 


Inward 
transit  pass 
trade. 


considerably  except  lico,  wliich  totally  disaj)iKavs  from  the  list 
The  figures  may  l)e  seen  in  the  annex  at  the  end  of  this  n  port. 

Kerosene  oil  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  article  dealt  with. 
Though  the  figures  are  not  sensational,  they  seem  to  indicate  a 
steadily  expanding  trade.  A  proposal  is  on  f(X)t  for  the  constnic- 
tion  by  a  German  firm  of  storage  tanks,  the  1  ind  for  which  his 
been  acquired  near  tiie  canal  bank  opposite  the  Foreigu  Settlement. 
This  scheme,  if  curried  out,  should  lead  to  a  further  growth  of  tiic 
business.  The  total  importation  amounted  in  1899  to  3,299,990 
gallons,  valued  429,450  Kaikwan  taels  (64,418/.),  against 
2,804,400  gaUons,  at  37:l07r>  Haikwan  taels  (53,425/.),  in  1898. 

Next,  though  at  a  wide  interval,  come  coal,  17,094  tons,  at 
176,940  Haikwan  taels  (20,541/.)— about  double  the  figui"es  for 
1898 — and  sugar,  iu  which  the  total  of  brown,  white,  and  candy 
mounts  to  42,861  cwts.,  at  170,157  Haikwan  taels  (22,524Z.), 
against  26,594  cwts.,  at  119,090  Haikwan  t^ls  (17,013/.),  in  the 
previous  year.  In  each  case  white  sugar  formed  about  two-thirds 
of  the  total.  I  have  no  means  of  showing  how  much  of  the  sugar 
imported  here  is  really  of  foreign  growth,  e.g,y  from  Formosa  or 
Japan,  &c.,  and  how  much  only  acquires  its  foreign  character 
from  being  prepared  in  Hong-Kong  from  cane  cultivated  on  the 
Chinese  mainland. 

If  we  turn  to  the  transit  pass  trade,  which  is  here  entirely 
inward,  we  find  that  sugar  and  kerosene  oil  form  tlie  b\ilk  of 
the  merchandise  carried.  4,401  passes,  of  which  689  were  granted 
in  the  name  of  British  subjects,  were  issued  during  the  year, 
against  3,772  in  1898,  and  2,781  in  1897.  The  total  value  of 
goods  covered  by  these  passes  was  260,700  Haikwan  taels 
(39,105/.),  against  196,173  Haikwan  taels  (28,026/.)  in  1898,  and 
21,046/.  in  1897.  These  figures  show  a  steady  increase,  though  the 
amounts  are  still  small.     The  leading  items  are  as  follows : — 


Articles. 


Kerosene  oil,  American 
„  Russian  •. 

„  Sumatra  •• 

Sugar,  brown 

,,     white       ..  •• 

Ginseng  ••         ..  •• 

Matches 


Value. 


1899. 

'           1898. 

Hk.  taels. 

Hk.  taels. 

59,863 

35,735 

6,750 

10,9C6 

10,507 

14,282 

44,872 

29,878 

95,797 

82,236 

5,566 

3,113 

6,068 

5,594 

Small  consignments  were  destined  for  Kiangsi,  and  14,000 
Haikwan  taels  worth  of  kerosene  oil  for  Fukien.  With  these 
exceptions  the  merchandise  was  sent  oillier  to  otlier  parts  of 
Chekiang  or  over  the  border  into  Anliui.  Transit  dues  amounted 
to  5,166  Haikwan  taels  (775/.). 

Foreign  rice,  which  formed  a  conspicuous  item  (44,072/.)  iu  the 
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import  trade  of  1898,  does  not  appear  at  all  in  the  returns  for  Minor  foreign 
1899,  a  consequence  no  doubt  of  a  more  plentiful  local  harvest.       imports. 

Certain  minor  articles  of   foreign  origin  seem   to   show   an 
expanding  trade,  such  as  : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Remarks. 

Candles       .. 

1,656 

Import  rather  morj  than  doubled 

Aniline  djes 

7,891 

Considerably  more  than  doubled 

Fans 

2,931 

Import  multiplied  over  threefold 

Leather      .. 

6,126 

Import  not   quite  doubled  in  volume,  but 
multiplied  3^  times  in  value 

Matches     •  • 

13,697 

Import  increased  25  per  cent. 

Needles       .. 

1,876 

Import  increased  over  30  per  cent. 

Soap 

5,402 

Import  increased  50  per  cent,  in  volume,  and 
about  70  per  cent,  in  value 

y ermiUion  . . 

1,708 

Import  increased  35  per  cent. 

On  the  other  hand,  784  dozens  fewer  of  cotton  umbrellas  were 
required. 

I  have  already  called  attention  to  the  very  great  increase  in  Native  goods 
the  importation  through  the  customs  of  articles  of  native  origin,  imported. 
Every  item  of  any  importance  in  the  list  shows  an  increase,  and 
this  increase  is  proportionately  far  greater  than  in  foreign  goods. 
I  can  only  account  for  this  by  supposing  that  dealers  are  rapidly 
finding  out  the  convenience  of  shipping  by  steam  launch,  and  are 
abandoning  in  favour  of  this  procedure  the  older  native  methods  of 
trade.  1  would  particularly  call  attention  to  the  remarkable  advance 
in  yellow  beans  from  121 469  cwts.,  valued  at  204,068  Haikwan  taels 
(29,152/.),  to  492,760  cwts.,  at  1,076,188  Haikwan  taels  (161,428/.). 
The  increase  in  the  other  principal  articles,  i.e,,  bean-cake,  wood- 
oil,  vegetable  tallow,  tobacco,  varnish,  and  white  wax,  may  be 
observed  in  the  table  at  the  end,  but  besides  the  commodities 
therein  specially  mentioned,  I  find  many  others  in  which  the 
trade  is  growing  rapidly,  though  it  is  not  yet  sufficient  to  merit  a 
separate  entry  in  that  list,  such  are : — 


Articles. 


Value. 


Fresh  fruit         . .         •  •         • .  j 

Gypsum ' 

Leather 

Lung  ngans        

Mats        

Medicines  . .         •  • 

Olives 

Paper      

Prepared  ass-skins 

Soda        ..         

Sugar,  native 


1899. 

1838. 

Hk.  taels. 

Hk.  taels. 

15,407 

12,882 

9,905 

5,100 

11,063 

1,030 

16,809 

4,007 

10,172 

. . 

10,514 

5,332 

14,178 

1,542 

18,266 

11,473 

18,079 

5,249 

20,728 

10,590 

9,689 

5,295 
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Articles  of 
expert. 

Cabbage  cake. 


CoitOD. 


Note  on  local 

cotton 

manufacture. 


It  may  be  objected  that  tliese  minor  articles  of  native  import 
trade  can  have  very  little  interest  to  foreign  merchants,  but  the 
point  I  wish  to  emphasize  is  that  while  every  item  has  expanded, 
most  have  multiplied,  so  that  the  total  for  1899  is  nearly  ten  times 
that  for  1897.  It  would  seem  that  there  should  be  in  this  expan- 
sion an  opening  for  a  foreign  steam  launch  company  if  any  merchant, 
British  or  other,  saw  his  way  to  competing  in  the  carrying  trade  on 
these  canals. 

Owing  to  the  almost  stationary  condition  of  the  tea  trade,  and 
a  marked  diminution  in  tobacco  exported,  the  increase  in  exports 
is  far  less  striking  than  in  imports. 

The  export  of  cabbage  cake  has  multiplied  threefold  during 
the  year.  This  article,  which  is  a  useful  manure,  is  exported  to 
Shanghai  chiefly  for  transshipment  to  Japan.  Little  or  none 
passes  through  the  Hangchow  Settlement  custom-house,  the 
trade  finding  its  outlet  entirely  through  the  branch  office  at 
Kiahsing. 

Passing  by  a  slight  increase,  31,239  cwts.  at  15,745  Haikwan 
taels  (2,249Z.)  to  48,011  cwts.  at  16,132  Haikwan  taels  (2,420Z.)  in 
charcoal,  we  find  tliat  the  export  of  raw  cotton  has  multiplied 
nearly  fifteenfold  in  value  and  fourteenfold  in  volume,  being 
10,960  cwts.  worth  20,712/.  against  778  cwts.  at  1,399/.  in  1898. 
In  addition  to  this,  'we  find  Hangchow  exporting  30,460  cwts. 
of  cotton  seed  valued  at  1,919/.,  this  item  being  new  to  the 
returns. 

The  cotton  industry  enjoyed  a  successful  year  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Its  prosperity  is  reflected  in  the  notes  kindly 
furnished  to  me  by  the  manager  of  the  native  owned  cotton 
mill  T*ung  Yi  Kung.  A  reference  to  this  mill  will  be  found  in 
the  report  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Werner,  for  1898. 

The  mill  contains  20,000  spindles,  of  which  about  15,000  are 
at  present  in  use.  The  daily  output  of  yarn,  working  day  and 
night,  is  from  10,000  to  12,000  lbs.  Spinners  (both  sexes), 
weavers  (both  sexes),  cleaners  (men  only),  and  other  work- 
people are  employed  to  a  number  of  1,200.  The  wages  for 
spinners  are,  lat  class,  40  c.  to  50  c.  a  day;  2nd  class,  rather 
over  30  c. ;  new  hands,  20  c.  Weavers  obtain,  1st  class, 
1  dol.  50  c.  to  2  dol.  a  day ;  2nd  class,  50  c.  to  1  dol. ;  3rd  class, 
30  c.  to  40  c. 

The  raw  cotton  is  obtained  from  Shaohsing  in  its  uncleansed 
condition  and  ginned  in  the  mill  at  Hangchow.  After  preparation 
the  yarn  and  cloth  are  sent  out  for  sale  and  find  a  market  through- 
out Chekiang,  where  they  are  known  by  the  trade  mark,  a  "  kilin," 
or  fabulous  beast  like  a  unicorn. 

The  mill  has  been  in  work  several  years,  but  although  its 
position  was  already  gradually  improving,  it  was  not  till  last  year 
that  a  cheap  supply  of  raw  material,  happening  to  coincide  with  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  yarn,  enabled  the  managers  to  make  a  satis- 
factory profit. 

The  same  Chinese  syndicate  who  own  this  mill  have  another 
at   T*an<^-hsi,  20  miles  to  the  north,  and  have  recently  erected  a 
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third  at  Hsiao-shan,  about  10  miles  south-east  of  Hangchow,  across 
the  Ch'ient'ang  river. 

In  regard  to  this  local  cotton  industry  I  find  Mr.  King 
remarking,  in  his  report  for  1898,  that  cotton  yam  from  abroad, 
being  in  common  with  all  cotton  products,  exclusively  imported 
here  under  Likin  rules,  we  have  no  figures  available  to  guide  us  in 
gauging  the  effect  of  local  manufactories  on  the  foreign  trade ; 
but,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  surrounding  districts 
are  capable  of  absorbing  more  yarn  than  formerly,  it  seems  fair  to 
assume  that  every  hank  made  locally  means  so  much  less  imported 
from  elsewhere. 

The  next  few  items  in  the  customs  list  call  for  but  little  Minor 
remark.  Mr.  Werner  points  out  that  paper  fans  fell  off  in  1898,  «^I»^- 
the  figures  for  1897  being  much  above  the  average.  They  appear 
to  have  rather  more  than  recovered  their  position  during  1899. 
There  has  been  a  slightly  increased  export  of  firewood.  Hemp- 
sacking  stands  at  128,670  pieces,  value  2,003/.,  against  16,000 
pieces  at  206/.  There  is  a  falling-off  in  medicines  from  14,825  cwts. 
at  2,773/.  to  7,736  cwts.  at  2,427/.  This  seems  to  point  to  the 
exclusion  of  another  large  industry  from  the  customs  retiTms. 
Some  of  the  largest  fortunes  in  the  province  are  embarked  in  the 
native  medicine  business,  which  is  carried  on  in  numerous  estab- 
lishments, some  being  of  almost  palatial  dimensions,  employing 
hundreds  of  hands,  and,  among  other  curious  features,  keeping 
their  own  herds  of  deer  for  supplying  the  favourite  preparations 
of  deer  horn.  But  we  have  already  noticed  that  medicines  appear 
as  an  import  for  over  10,000  taels.  Samshu  (rice  spirit)  was 
exported  to  the  extent  of  5,267  cwt.,  worth  1,812/.,  a  new  item  in 
the  list.  The  smallness  of  this  export  is  curious,  seeing  that 
Shaohsing  produces  the  most  renowned  variety  of  samshu  distilled 
in  China. 

Silk  is  by  far  the  most  important  staple  of  this  part  of  China.  Silk 
With  its  products  it  exceeds  in  value  all  other  exports  combined. 
The  Annex  shows  that  the  increase  in  the  export  of  this  article, 
in  its  various  classes,  has  been  very  large,  the  total  value  of  silk 
and  silk  piece-goods  being  590,948/.  in  place  of  371,958/.  in  1898. 

Although  the  Shih  Ching  steam  silk  filature  established  shortly  I'ocal  silk 
before  the  opening  of  the  port  near  the  foreign  settlement  has  not  "^**^""*- 
proved  a  success,  on  account  of  the  want  of  good  cocoons  and  the 
high  price  of  skilled  female  labour,  other  silk  filatures  have  been 
in  work  at  T*anghsi  and  Hsiao  Shan,  whose  products  appear  in 
the  list  for  449  cwts.  at  39,775/.,  against  a  nil  return  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  principal  items  included  in  the  Annex  under  the  heading  Minor  silk 
of  "  Other  Silk  Products  "  are  as  follows  :—  productB. 
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Articles. 


Quantity. 


Kaw  silk,  yellow 
Thrown  silk  . . 
CocooDB,  pierco<l 
Silk  refufie     •• 


Value. 


1808. 


Value. 


Ctvtf*. 

£ 

£ 

4i 

171 

Nil 

20 

1,944 

148 

275 

2,180 

643 

8H3 

5,067 

3,024 

Note  on 

Hangchow 

cocoons. 


It  should  be  explained  that  the  item  **  Cocoons  "  only  covers 
the  small  part  of  this  trade  which  passes  through  the  Hangchow 
Custom-House.  Tlie  bulk  of  the  cocoon  business  is  carried  on 
under  a  system  by  which  they  are  sent  to  Shanghai  under 
Shanghai  transit  passes  on  payment  of  12  taels  per  picul 
(133^  lbs.)  to  cover  the  loss  incurred  by  the  Chekiang  authorities : 
a  curious  and  somewhat  anomalous  procedure  in  a  business  in 
which  foreigners  are  perhaiJS  more  interested  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  trade  of  Hangchow.  I  have  consequently  no  statistics 
of  the  total  shipment  of  cocoons  from  Hangchow  during  1899. 

A  gentleman  connected  with  a  leading  filature  in  Shanghai, 
and  who  has  had  11  years*  experience  of  buying  cocoons  in 
Hangchow  and  the  neighbouring  town  of  Yiihang,  has  kindly 
put  at  my  disposal  particulars  of  which  the  following  is  n 
summary : — 

"  The  number  of  mulberry  trees  grown  in  the  Hangchow  dis- 
trict is  enormous,  and  gives  the  idea  that  silkworm-rearing  is 
more  extensively  carried  on  than  in  Kiangsu.  The  quality  of  the 
cocoons  is  pretty  good,  but  coiUd  be  improved  by  the  adoption  of 
western  methods,  through  the  selection  of  eggs  and  scientific 
rearing  of  the  worms.  The  colour  of  the  cocoons  is  a  pale  green, 
which  is  a  drawback  as  buyers  of  silk  aie  very  much  attracted 
by  the  nice  white  colour  of  Kiangsu  and  Shaohsing  silk.  Still 
the  brilliancy  of  Hangcliow  silk,  as  reeled  in  Shanghai  is  some- 
times superior  to  that  of  Shaohsing.  The  nature  of  the  thread  is 
e([ually  good  and  could  be  improved  with  care  and  European 
siipervisi*ui.  In  si/o  tlic  c<»coons  are  as  large  as  at  Shaohsing,  and 
larger  than  at  Wubsi,  but  owing  to  lesser  thickness  the  yield  of 
silk  is  less.  At  Yiihang  the  size  and  shai>e  of  the  cocoons  approxi- 
mate to  the  ShaohsinLT  standard;  that  is,  they  are  thicker  than  at 
Hangchow  and  the  yieM  is,  therefore  superi(»r.  Hangchow  pur- 
chases show  lather  a  mixture  of  sizes  and  shapes — about  20  per 
cent,  being  of  smaller  size  and  liner  grain,  indicating  that  farmers 
are  trying  to  introduce  otlicr  races  from  other  districts  with  the 
intent  of  ameliorating  the  quality  of  the  crop.  Now  and  then 
baskets  of  very  big,  downy,  soft  cocoons  come  in  which  are  un- 
saleable. The  cocoons  brought  to  Hangchow  settlement  are  mostly 
reared  within  a  radius  of  10  miles  or  so,  only  a  few  coming  from 
20  miles  away.  Last  year  a  crop,  as  in  other  districts,  was  ^ood 
botli   in  quality  and  quantity.      The  disease  '  calcino/  whidi  is 
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alarmingly  prevalent  in  some  parts  of   Kiangsu   is  but  rarely 
tloticed  in  Hangchow  cocoons." 

It  would  be  an  interesting  speculation  to  inquire  how  far  the  ^|j^^ 
favourable  position  of  silkworm  rearing  in  this  tlistrict  is  due  to  gdjool  of 
the  efforts  of  a  school  of  sericulture  founded  by  the  provincial  Sericulture, 
authorities  of  ChCkiang  some  tlirec  yoars  ago.  This  institution 
occupies  a  range  of  buildings  near  the  western  shore  of  the 
famous  West  Lake,  witliin  a  few  miles  of  this  city.  It  is  under 
the  presidency  of  the  Hangchow  Prefect.  The  term  for  which  it 
was  established  expires  this  autumn  and  it  is  a  question  whether 
it  will  be  continued.  I  am  indebted  to  my  Japanese  colleague, 
Mr.  T.  Wakamatsu,  some  of  whose  nationals  are  interested  in  this 
enterprise,  for  the  information  that  a  Japanese  teacher  was  in- 
vited to  take  charge  of  tlie  classes  in  May,  1898,  who,  early  in 
1899,  was  joined  by  another.  There  are  about  43  students,  18  in 
the  senior  and  25  in  the  junior  class.  There  is  to  be  a  graduation 
in  July  this  year.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  year  there  has 
again  been  only^ne  Japanese  teacher  on  the  staff,  and  this,  with 
a  deficiency  of  funds,  makes  the  position  of  the  school  unsatis- 
factory. But  its  work  for  the  last  two  years  has  given  it  a  good 
reputation,  and  some  of  tlie  students  come  from  quite  distant 
places.  The  cocoons  grown  on  the  spot  are  said  to  be  very  good 
and  the  silkworm  eggs  are  widely  distributed. 

Somp  monthg  ngo,  while  conversing  with  one  of  the  Chinese 
magistrates  in  t^iis  city  about  a  publication  in  which  the  Gom- 
mlseioner  of  Customs  m  Shanghai  advocated  the  employment  of 
Europeans  to  teach  methods  of  eradicating  silkworm  disease,  the 
magistrate  told  me  that  thanks  to  the  steps  already  taken  there 
was  no  need  to  do  so  in  Hangchow  Prefecture,  though  the  disease 
was  somewhat  prevalent  in  the  neighbouring  prefectures  of  Huchow 
and  Kiahsing.  He  attributed  the  local  immunity  largely  to  the 
school  above-mentioned. 

The  export  of  raw  white  silk,  which  was  1,292  cwt.,  valued  at 
90,459/.  in  1898,  rose  in  1899  to  2,179  cwts.  at  164,832/. 

Silk  piece-goods  constitute  by  a  very  long  way  the  most  con-  Silk  piece- 
siderable  single  export  of  Hangchow.  The  export  in  1898, 8<>o<^» 
4,607  cwts.,  at  276,506/.,  having  been  more  than  double  that  in 
1897,  wlien  1,910  cwt.  were  returned  for  a  value  of  119,507/.,  that 
in  1899  shows  a  further  large  increase,  the  total  now  amounting 
to  4,991  cwts.,  at  377,404/.  The  kinds  of  silk  piece-goods  seen  in 
the  shops  here  are  similar  to  those  seen  in  Shanghai,  and  prices 
are  not  very  different.  It  is  generally  a  finer,  softer,  lighter,  bat 
more  expensive  material  than  that  found  in  the  inland  parts  of 
China.  According  to  Mr.  King's  report  for  1898  the  enhanced 
export  of  that  year  was  probably  as  much  due  to  transference  of 
the  trade  from  the  likin  to  the  foreign  customs  as  to  any  material 
increase  iu  the  quantity  available  for  exportation.  This  is  perhaps 
largely  true  of  the  further  advance  in  1899,  though  the  rapid 
enhancement  of  prices,  reflected  in  the  great  increase  of  total 
value  exported,  no  doubt  encouraged  production. 

It  is  said  that  Hangchow  silks  go  exclusively  into  Chinese 
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consumption.  Visitors  to  the  Paris  Exhibition  this  year  will 
however  have  an  opportunity  of  studying  our  local  products  in 
an  exhibit  of  embroideries  sent  by  the  sisters  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  convent  in  this  city.  As  is  well  known,  the  silk-weaving 
industry  of  Hangchow  is  under  the  inspection  of  Imperial  special 
commissioners,  as  it  is  here  tliat  the  fabrics  for  the  Imperial  house- 
hold are  woven. 

As  already  stated,  the  export  of  tea  is  practically  stationary, 
being  102,920  cwts.,  at  291,179/.,  in  place  of  103,552  cwta,  at 
289,379/.,  nor  has  there  been,  as  was  the  case  in  1898,  any  special 
cause  to  disturb  the  equilibrium  of  prices,  which  here  depend 
upon  the  course  of  the  American  market.  In  1897,  prices  wei^ 
artificially  enhanced,  an  export  of  101,604  cwts.  commanding  a 
value  of  645,242/. ;  in  1898,  tliey  were  depressed,  l)ut  recovered 
to  a  slight  extent  in  1899. 

The  principal  kind  exported  from  Hangchow  is  a  green  tea 
known  as  "  Fychow  "  from  the  Cantonese  pronunciation  of  Huichow, 
a  city  in  Southern  Anhui,  situated  on  a  branch  q|  the  Ch'ient*ang 
River,  and  consequently  in  direct  water  communication  with  this 
port.  In  this,  item,  which  is  destined  for  the  American  market, 
there  is  a  slight  falling-off,  but  it  is  about  balanced  by  an  increase 
in  the  minor  varieties.  Thus,  Loongching,  a  tea  grown  in  the 
valleys  immediately  west  of  Hangchow  and  very  highly  esteemed 
among  the  natives,  as  it  is  among  the  kinds  supplied  to  the  Imperial 
Palace,  shows  an  export  of  871  cwts.,  at  6,395/.  in  place  of  193  cwts. 
at  2,321/.  The  remainder  of  the  tea  exported  consists  of  dust  and 
unfired  leaf,  both  of  which  show  a  very  slight  advance,  and  a  small 
quantity  of  tea  stalks,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  1898  list. 

The  only  other  export  worth  noting  is  tobacco  leaf.  After 
holding  a  very  high  place  in  the  returns  for  1898  this  article  fell 
to  a  quite  insignificant  figure  in  1899,  only  about  one-fifth  of  its 
previous  quantity  and  value.  A  reference  to  the  list  of  native 
imports,  in  which  both  leaf  and  prepared  tobacco — though 
especially  the  latter — hold  a  relatively  important  place,  seems  to 
suggest  that  tobacco  is  only  exported  when  it  fails  to  find  a  sale 
locally. 

The  customs  revenue,  which  had  risen  from  374,875  Haikwan 
taels  in  1897  to  444,610  Haikwan  taels  in  1898,  still  further  rose 
to  595,960  Haikwan  taels  in  1899. 

Work  has  been  in  progress  all  through  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  taking  over  by  the  Foreign  Customs  of  the  Likin  Collec- 
torate  of  Eastern  Chekiang.  Although  Hangchow  is  not  one  of 
the  prefectures  whose  likin  has  been  assigned  to  the  service  of  the 
Chinese  Foreign  Loans,  and  consequently  to  collection  under 
foreign  supervision,  the  officers  deputed  to  this  duty  reside  here. 
A  site  for  a  permanent  residence  and  offices  is  in  course  of  con- 
struction inside  the  city. 

No  foreign  merchant  as  yet  resides  at  Hangchow,  though  the 
port  is  visited  from  time  to  time  for  commercial  purposes  by 
foreign  buyers  of  cocoons  and  others. 

An  account  of  the  curious  system  under  which  this  tmde  is 
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conducted  will  be  found  on  pages  27-29  of  Mr.  Consul-General 
Mansfield's  Eeport  on  the  Trade  of  Shanghai  for  1897  (Mr. 
Sundius's  special  report  on  Hangchow). 

One  British  merchant  has  a  regularly-appointed  Chinese  agent 
at  the  settlement,  and  there  are  several  drug  shops  and  fancy 
goods  stores  in  the  city  that  display  the  firm  names  of  well-known 
foreign  houses  in  Shanghai.  One  British  fire  insurance  company, 
at  least,  employs  a  Chinese  agent  in  the  city.  But,  as  is  indeed 
the  case  in  more  than  one  port  of  China,  a  Consul's  opportunities 
of  supporting  the  establishment  of  bon&  fide  British  commercial 
enterprises  have  seemed  of  late  less  frequent  than  the  occasions 
when  it  becomes  his  duty  to  discourage  undertakings  in  whose 
management  no  British  subject  has  any  concern,  unless  by  deriv- 
ing a  small  profit  from  the  loan  of  his  name,  from  posing  as 
British  firms  and  claiming  such  degree  of  British  protection  as 
may  suit  the  convenience  of  the  parties.  Such  undertakings  do 
us  harm  in  many  respects  which  it  is  needless  to  specify  in  this 
place. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  foreign  community  in  Hangchow 
consists  of  missionaries  and  officials.  If  the  inland  towns  of 
Shao-hsing,  Chuch'i,  Hsiaoshan,  T'anghsi,  and  Kiahsing  be  included 
there  were  resident  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year,  52 
British  subjects;  32  Americans;  32  Japanese;  11  Danes;  2  each 
of  French,  Germans,  Spaniards,  Norwegians,  and  Austrians  ;  and 
1  Italian. 

Of  these,  only  the  customs  staff  with  the  settlement  engineer  ^^®  fowign 
and  chief  of  police  live  on  the  foreign  settlements.  In  his  report  *®**^^®°^®'^*"- 
for  1897,  already  referred  to,  and  in  an  earlier  report  for  the 
December  quarter  of  1896,  Mr.  A.  J.  Sundius  has  related  the 
story  of  the  demarcation  and  early  development  of  these  settle- 
ments, and  the  attempts  made  by  the  Chinese  officials  to  confine 
foreign  residence  to  their  limits. 

The  settlements  are  two  in  number,  of  which  one  is  specially 
reserved  for  Japanese.  Both  are  situated  at  an  inconveniently 
long  distance  from  the  principal  parts  of  the  town.  The  Japanese 
settlement  is  as  yet  wholly  unoccupied,  but  on  the  other,  or  general 
settlement,  a  considerable  number  of  Chinese  houses  have  been,  or 
are  being,  erected,  though  the  only  edifices  in  foreign  style  are  the 
customs  buildings  and  the  police  station.  Of  the  35  lots  into 
which  this  settlement  is  divided,  10  entire  lots,  and  portions  of  11 
others,  have  been  taken  up  by  British  subjects,  and  all  the  re- 
mainder by  Americans,  French,  and  Italians,  except  those  parts 
reserved  for  Chinese  Government  use.  At  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber, 10,480  feet  of  roads  had  been  constructed,  and  580  feet  were 
under  construction,  out  of  30,408  feet  laid  down  on  the  plan. 
This  general  settlement  is  an  oblong  piece  of  somewhat  unhealthy, 
low-lying  land— 'originally  marsh  or  arable — extending  about  2,000 
feet  along  the  bank  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and  2,600  feet  inland. 
Although  it  may  ^^ry  likely  be  all  gradually  sublet  to  Chinese 
occupiera,  I  should  think  it  most  unlikely  that  this  settlement 
will  ever  be  the  home  of  a  numerous  foreign  community. 

(594)  B 
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Of  late  years  Hangchow  has  borne  an  unenviable  notoiiety  for 
unhealthiness,  especially  the  settlement,  but  during  the  year  under 
review  there  has  been  little  to  justify  its  bad  repute.  Most  resi- 
dents suflFer  more  or  less  from  malarial  attacks,  but  the  one  death 
that  occurred  among  Europeans  was  unrelated  to  climatic  causes. 
During  the  summer  many  of  the  residents  are  able  to  live  in 
bungalows  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  or  to  retire  to  Muchienshan 
(Mokansan),  a  hill  station  1,800  feet  above  the  sea,  situated  20 
miles  to  the  north,  which  has  for  some  years  past  acquired  a  fair 
measure  of  popularity  among  foreign  residents  in  China. 

As  the  settlement  and  its  neighbourhood  contain  the  custom- 
house, and  are  the  abode  of  an  increasing  and  active  Chinese  popu- 
lation, the  question  of  improving  communications  with  the  city 
has  been  kept  in  view  ever  since  the  port  was  opened.  At  one  time 
last  year  it  appeared  likely  that  the  construction  would  be  imme- 
diately commenced  of  a  system  of  wide  macadamised  roads,  ex- 
tending from  the  settlement  to  the  city,  and  thence  to  Chiang 
T'ou,  the  suburb  by  the  Ch'ien  T'ang  Kiver,  a  total,  with  branches, 
of  about  15  miles.  Land  was,  I  believe,  actually  bought  by  the 
authorities  along  the  proposed  route,  but  owing  to  influential  oppo- 
sition the  scheme  appears  to  have  been  indefinitely  postponed. 
The  existing  means  of  communication  between  the  points  in 
question  are  narrow  crowded  streets  and  canals,  which  are  ob- 
structed both  by  locks  (more  correctly  haulovers)  and  by  taxing 
stations,  so  that  a  good  system  of  roads  would  undoubtedly  be 
beneficial  to  the  trade  of  the  port. 

Mr.  Werner  mentions  in  his  report  for  1898  the  operations  of 
a  mint  opened  two  or  three  years  ago  in  this  city  for  coining 
silver  money.  This  mint  was  finally  closed  by  Imperial  decree  in 
the  autumn  of  1899,  and  the  premises  have  been  converted  into 
an  ai-senal.  The  German  drill  instructor  whose  engagement  Mr. 
Werner  also  records  has  been  replaced  by  a  Japanese  captain  and 
two  sergeants.  A  representative  of  a  leading  gun  and  ammunition 
company  visited  Hangchow  in  December,  but  was  unable  to  place 
any  orders  with  the  local  authorities.  On  two  occasions  I  was 
called  upon  by  gentlemen  connected  with  a  well-known  syndicate 
whose  object  was  to  explore  and  report  upon  the  mineral  riches  of 
Chekiang.  Though  there  is  plenty  of  coal  and  other  mineral  to 
be  had  if  it  could  be  got  at,  there  seems  no  ground  to  anticipate 
any  immediate  activity  in  this  direction. 

The  somewhat  excessive  rainfall  of  the  summer  imperilled  the 
local  rice  crop  to  a  certain  extent,  and  did  much  more  serious 
damage  in  Shaohsing  prefecture.  Otherwise  the  year  has  been  a 
very  prosperous  one. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Montgomery 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Customs  for  early  access  to  the  returns 
upon  which  the  statistics  in  this  report  are  based. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HANGCHOW. 


19 


Annex  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Hangchow 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Number. 

Nationality. 

Passenger 

Boats 
and  Junks. 

Steam 
Launches. 

Total. 

Japanese,  from  Shanghai 
„             „     Soochow 

Chinese,  from  Shanghai 
„          „     Soochow 

507 

1 

5,560 

939 

208 

2 

568 

255 

715 

3 

6,128 

1,184 

Total 

„    for  the  preceding 
year 

6,997 
6,103 

1,088 
1,147 

8,030 
7,250 

Cleared. 


Number. 

Nationality. 

Passenger 

Boats 
and  Junks. 

Steam 
Launches. 

Total. 

Japanese,  to  Shanghai 
„           „  Soochow,. 

Chinese,  to  Shanghai  •• 
„         „  Soochow   .. 

601 

5,665 
1,026 

207 

1 

568 

257 

808 

1 

6,233 

1,283 

Total 

„    for  the  preceding 
year 

7,292 
4,972 

1,033 
1,143 

8,325 
6,115 

Digitized  by 


Google 


20 


HANGCHOW. 


Annex  11. — Return  of  Principal  Articles   of  Export  from 
Hangchow  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


ArtlclM. 

Cwts.       ... 

Pieces 
Cwts.       ... 

„ 

It 

CwU.        ... 

1899. 

1898. 

QoanUty. 

Valve. 

QnanUtj. 

Value. 

CablMce,eake 

Cotton,  raw       

Faiu.  piuwr       

rirewood 

SUk- 

Baw,  white     

Steam  fllatore 

Piece-ffoods    ...        ... 

Other  Bilk  products  ... 
Teap— 

Oreeo,  Fjchow 

Other  kinds    

Tobacco,  leaf     

186,699 

10,960 

8,664,877 

280,188 

2,179 

449 

4,991 

88,881 
14,068 
8,474 

10,884 

20.712 

15,074 

7,061 

164,882 
87,775 

877,404 
10,987 

268,628 
22,558 
5,262 
19,823 

47.968 

778 

2,717.763 

260,197 

1,292 

'4,'607 

90,751 
12,801 
17,402 

A 

8,856 
1.899 
10.060 
6,245 

90,459 

27*61506 
4,998 

272,241 
17,188 
25,061 
11.577 

Total        

... 

960,888 

... 

719,086 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Hangchow  during  the 
Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1896. 

Articles. 

QnanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Foreign  goods  :— 

A 

£ 

Opium,  chiefly  Malwa     

Cwts.       ... 

2,829 

186.310 

1,181 

95,8tt 

Cotton  and  woollen  piece-goods 

and  yam » 

... 

... 

4,072 

1.8B8 

Metals- 

Tin  in  slabs       

Cwts.       ... 

4,107 

17,084 

9,286 

27,858 

Copper  ingots  and  slabs 

„ 

2,778 

7,829 

... 

other  metal  goods  (iron,  lead, 

spelter,  dte.)   ...       

... 

... 

10,668 

.M 

8,168 

Sondries- 

Coal         

Tans 

17,694 

26,641 

9,191 

18,180 

Dyes,  aniline     

... 

7,891 

... 

8,896 

Leather  

Cwts.       ... 

'"908 

6,126 

579 

1,784 

Matches,  Japanese      

Gross 

886,900 

18,697 

809.645 

9;789 

American       

Gallons    ... 

2,638,730 

52,862 

2,483.850 

49,170 

BuMian          

II        ••• 

198,200 

3,722 

82.150 

1,189 

Sumatra         

,,         ... 

468,060 

7,834 

238,900 

8,068 

Bice         ... 

Cwts.       ... 

... 

91,817 

44,072 

Soap         

II 

11,880 

5,'402 

7,604 

8,246 

Sugar— 

Brown 

Cwts.       ... 

14,804 

6,809 

9,482 

4,527 

White 

II           ••• 

80,847 

18,-i23 

18,644 

11,990 

Foreign       sundries,       unenu- 

merated             

... 

... 

87,545 

... 

25,087 

Natire  goods  :— 

Beancake    

Cwts. 

282,046 

85,536 

90,768 

11,981 

Beans,  yellow       

492,760 

161,428 

121,469 

29,152 

Hemp          ...        ...        

II 

8,464 

4,365 

2,718 

8,261 

Oil,  wood     

20,936 

26,879 

12,431 

14,917 

Silk  (chiefly  raw,  white) 

*, 

69 

AMS 

32 

2,169 

Tallow,  vegetable 

„           ... 

8,007 

7,767 

8,144 

2,880 

Tobacco — 

Leaf        

II 

5,631 

8,514 

2,825 

3,847 

Prepared 

II           ••• 

19,621 

42,tr2» 

14,7S8 

26,841 

Va-nlsh      

„ 

1,643 

9,934 

1,484 

8,649 

White  wax 

II 

907 

11,852 

867 

4,282 

Native  goods  unencmierated     ... 

... 

43,024 

17,868 

TotAl  imports        

... 

767,158 

... 

423,817 

Ke-ezporu   included    in 

above  total         

... 

2,271 

... 

427 

Net  imporu 

... 

764,882 

... 

422,890 

(75    6  I  00— H  &  S    694) 
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Beference  to  previous  jRepart,  Annual  Series  No,  2340. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Wuhufor  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Mortimore.  « 

(Beoeived  afc  Foreign  Office,  May  28,  1900.) 

The  year  1899  has  been  the  most  prosperous  experienced  at  Total  Talne  of 
Wuhu  since  its  opening.  The  value  of  the  trade,  which  during  *^*  *'**®- 
several  years  past  has  averaged  about  10,000,000  taels,  during 
1899  doubled  itself,  the  net  amount  being  20,305,440  taels 
(3,045,816^.).  The  increase  hjw  been  most  marked  in  the  foreign 
imports  and  in  the  exports,  native  imports  having  only  advanced 
about  25  per  cent. 

The  following  table,  taken  from  the  customs  returns,  shows 
the  values  of  the  trade  for  the  past  10  years : — 


Imp 

oHs. 

Exports. 

. 

Tew. 

To 
Hong. 

To 

TotaL 

Native. 

Foreign. 

Eong  and 
Singa- 
pore. 

Chinese 
Porte. 

' 

1 

H.  taeli. 

H.  taelB. 

H.  taelB. 

H.  taelB. 

H.  taels. 

1890 

1,665,462 

3,286,066 

. , 

3,051,492 

7,953,010 

1891         ..  ! 

1,688,942 

8,251,706 

10,740 

5,266,666 

10,153,054 

1892        ..  i 

1,746,757 

8,988,092 

5,706 

5,287,684 

10,928,239 

1893        ..  ' 

1,918,710 

3,554.984 

4,202 

4,194,066 

9,671,962 

1894 

1,661,561 

3,427,680 

3,142 

6,152,948 

10,285,381 

1895 

1,866,752 

8,749,082 

8,868 

2,366,659 

7,976,261 

1896 

1,860,479 

4,265,831 

1,061 

5,607,551 

11,636,412 

1897 

1,955,867 

3,700,873 

8,935 

8,223,186 

8,888,861 

1898 

2,280,067 

3,918,420 

8,551 

4,087,062 

10,180,529 

1899 

2,727,829 

6,945,668 

11,400 

10,620,643 

20,305,440 

The  direct  trade  of  this  port  with  foreign  countries  is  entirely  IMreot  larade 
with  Hong-Kong  and  Singapore,  and  shows  a  tendency  to  increase.  JJJ^^trief*^ 
The  imports  consisted  chiefly  of  bags,  fans,  and  matches,  and  the 
exports  of  beans  and  medicines. 
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TroMure.  The  following  table  shows  the  import  and  export  of  treasure 

during  1899  :— 


Yalae. 

Imports. 

1 

Exports. 

Sycoe       

Dollars 

£ 
86,146 
657 

i 

207,816 

•  • 

Shipping.  A  return  of  shipping,   Annex    I,  is  appended  to  this  report 

The  saiHng  vessels  entered  and  cleared  under  the  Chinese  flag 
consisted  of  100  coal  boats,  134  lorchas,  and  345  junks  under 
special  pass.  One  British  sailing  vessel  only  of  1,650  tons  visited 
the  port. 

The  steamers  show  an  increase  of  268  entered  and  264  cleared 
over  last  year.  The  increase  is  chiefly  due  to  the  large  number  of 
ocean-going  steamers  which  visited  the  port  to  load  rice.  No  less 
than  180  vessels  of  this  class  came  to  Wuhu  in  1899,  an  increase 
of  more  than  50  per  cent,  on  the  total  of  any  previous  year. 
The  figures  for  ocean-going  steamers  for  1898  are  64  ;  for  1 897, 
69 ;  for  1896,  112  ;  which  previous  to  this  year  had  been  the 
highest  total.  In  the  Chinese  steamer  total  206  steam  launches 
are  included.  These  vessels  ply  between  Wuhu  and  Lu  Chou-fu, 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Yangtze.  This  is  the  only  case  so  far 
of  the  right  of  launches  to  navigate  the  internal  waters  of  this 
district  being  availed  of,  although  I  am  informed  that  another 
Chinese  company  intend  to  run  launches  to  T'ai  P'ing-fu  and 
also  to  compete  with  the  above-mentioned  launches  on  the  Lu 
Chou-fu  route. 

Opium.  The  import  of  Indian  opium  shows  a  considerable  increase, 

and  reference  to  the  subjoined  table  will  demonstrate  that  this 
year's  import  is  the  largest  for  the  last  10  years.  The  prices 
realised  also  show  an  advance  over  last  year's  rates.  The  import 
consists  almost  entirely  of  Malwa  opium ;  420  lbs.  only  of  Patna, 
against  480  lbs.  last  year,  appearing  in  the  returns.  The  reason 
for  the  largely  increased  import  of  foreign  opium  is  diflBcult  to 
discover,  but  is  probably  due  partly  to  the  failure  of  the  native 
crops  and  partly  to  the  prosperity  which  followed  the  excellent 
harvests  obtained  in  the  province.  The  import  of  native  opium 
passing  through  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  declined  from 
50,301  lbs.  in  1898  to  15,029  lbs.  in  1899,  but  I  am  informed 
that  Chinese  merchants  have  imported  a  good  deal  of  the  native 
drug  in  junks,  as  they  have  discovered  that  the  dues  charged  by 
the  native  customs  are  somewhat  lower  than  those  charged  by  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  that  consequently  the  abova 
figures  do  not  represent  the  whole  of  the  import.  No  statistics 
are,  however,  available  as  to  the  quantity  of  opium  thus  imported. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Foreign  Opium  Imports. 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1885    

1886   

1887 

1888    

1889    

1890    

1891    

1892 

1893    

1894 

1895    

1896    

1897    

1898    

1899    

Lbs. 
649,906 
779,728 
692,990 
464,668 
383,066 
342,279 
347,764 
849,396 
339,120 
386,746 
886,533 
280,733 
207,627 
226,747 
425,487 

£ 

484,475 
652,223 
485,694 
888,836 
314,481 
279,869 
299,235 
274,944 
243,187 
225,617 
240,030 
221,575 
152,978 
162,289 
316,080 

The  import  of  cotton  goods  more  than  doubled  itself  during  Cottons. 
1899,  the  total  values  having  advanced  from  159,646/.  in  1898  to 
396,530/.  this  year.  A  very  satisfactory  increase  is  shown  in 
every  item  on  the  list;  white  shirtings  having  advanced  from 
77,170  pieces  in  1898  to  144,948  pieces  in  1899 ;  grey  shirtings 
from  34,845  pieces  in  1898  to  57,123  pieces  in  1899 ;  and  T-cloths 
from  13,012  pieces  to  21,854  pieces.  The  drills  imported  main- 
tained relatively  the  same  proportions  as  last  year  :  viz.,  ^tlis 
being  American  and  J^th  English.  The  values  rose  from  5,995/.  to 
13,599/.  English  sheetings  show  a  large  increase,  but  American 
sheetings  are  coming  into  the  market,  1,160  pieces  of  the  latter 
class  having  been  imported  in  1899. 

The  most  notable  feature  is  the  enormous  increase  shown  in  Yarn. 
the  import  of  Indian  yam,  which  has  advanced  from  11,145  cwts., 
valued  at  28,328/.  in  1898  to  60,472  cwts.,  valued  at  159,911/,  in 
1899. 

The  following  table  showing  the  value  of  Indian  yarn  imported 
into  Wuhu  since  1893  will  give  an  idea  of  the  increase  during 
1899  :— 


Tear. 


1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 
1895 
1894 
1893 


Value. 


£ 
159,911 
28,328 
12,489 
39,686 
24,718 
18,003 
42,172 


The  import  of  English  yarn  is  trifling;  but  shows  a  slight 
improvement  this  year,   118    cwts.   being  imported,  as  against 
89  cwts.  in  1898.    Japanese  yarn  advanced  from  10,305  cwts.  in 
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1898  to  14,255  cwts.  in  1899.  Among  the  miscellaneous  cotton 
goods  imported  may  be  mentioned  38,116  dozens  of  cotton  hand- 
kerchiefs valued  at  4,564/.,  and  12,675  pieces  of  cotton  flannel, 
valued  at  4,493/. 

Although  woollen  goods  show  an  advance  in  every  article,  the 
total  improvement  does  not  approach  that  shown  by  the  cotton 
goods,  being  only  about  35  per  cent.  Tlie  total  values  have  risen 
from  17,348/.  in  1898  to  24,400/.  in  1899. 

Metals  increased  in  value  from  11,774/.  in  1898  to  14,325/ 
1899.    The  chief  items  are  :— 


in 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

ITail  ro<1,  old  iron,  and  wire     . . 
Sleel  plate  cuttings 
Unclaesed  ironware 

Tons. 
819 
471 
121 

£ 

6,750 
2,803 
1,437 

Sundries. 


Serosene. 


Miscellaneous 
imports. 


I^ative 
imports. 


Other  metals  were  imported  to  the  value  of  4,335/. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  rice  exported,  it  is  natural  that 
the  import  of  bags  should  show  a  large  increase,  4,591,200  being 
imported,  as  against  1,857,585  bags  in  1898. 

American  kerosene  oil  shows  an  increased  import,  but  the 
Bussian  oil  seems  to  be  obtaining  a  firm  hold  of  the  market, 
744,800  gallons  being  imported  in  1899  as  compared  with  176,500 
gallons  in  1898,  but  as  no  Russian  oil  in  bulk  has  been  sent  here 
this  year,  whereas  228,500  gallons  were  imported  in  1898,  the 
increase  is  not  so  marked  as  appears  at  first  sight.  Sumatra  oil 
has  not  maintained  the  favour  it  received  last  year,  and  the 
import  has  fallen  from  358,290  to  208,550  gallons. 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York  are  endeavouring  to 
acquire  a  site  for  a  godown  here  in  which  to  8toi*e  their  oil,  and 
as  soon  as  they  are  successful  no  doubt  the  trade  in  American 
oil  will  greatly  increase.  The  inhabitants,  however,  show 
a  disinclination  to  have  a  godown  of  this  description  in  their 
midst,  and  a  site  which  had  been  arranged  for  had  to  be  given  up 
on  this  account. 

Among  miscellaneous  imports  may  be  mentioned  64,000 
boxes  of  braid  valued  at  3,302/.,  4,116/.  worth  of  aniline  dyes, 
2,802/.  worth  of  American  ginseng,  60,550  mille  of  needles,  valued 
at  2,522/.,  and  2,232/.  worth  of  soap.  The  following  Chinese 
dainties  were  imported  during  the  year :  Bicho-da-mar,  543  cwts., 
valued  at  2,875/.;  49  cwts.  of  birds'  nests,  value  4,516/.;  and 
412  cwts.  of  mushrooms,  value  3,252/. 

The  value  of  native  imports  during  1899  advanced  about 
28  per  cent,  the  figures  being  409,174/.  against  318,581/.  in  1898. 
The  value  of  the  sugar  imported  advanced  by  some  25,000/.,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  native  opium  fell  from  50,301  lbs.,  valued  at 
18,448/.  in  1898,  to  15,029  lbs.,  valued  at  6,170/.  in  1899. 
1,315,444  old  gunny  and  hemp  bags  were  imported  for  the  rice 
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trade,  and  among  the  unenumerated  articles  are  4,091/.  worth  of 
old  cotton  clothing,  and  fireworks  to  the  value  of  2,161/. 

The  exports  during  1899  nearly  trebled  those  of  the  previous  Exports, 
year.  This  enormous  increase  was  due  chiefly  to  the  expansion  in 
the  trade  in  rice  and  silk,  wliich  are  the  only  articles  of  export 
from  Wuhu  of  any  considerable  value,  although  a  large  increase 
in  the  export  of  wheat,  beans,  ground  nuts,  maiise,  rape  seed,  and 
sesamum  seed  also  took  place. 

The  trade  in  rice  reached  the  large  total  of  293,168  tons,  or  l^ice. 
over  90,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  export  in  1891 — 201>547  tons 
— which  had  previous  to  thia  year  been  the  maximum  quantity 
sent  from  the  pert  in  any  year.  The  large  stock  available  for  this 
year's  export  was  due  to  several  causes,  Tbe  harvest  in  1898 
proved  an  exceptionally  good  one,  and  full  crops  were  obtained, 
but  owing  to  the  prohibition  by  the  authorities  of  the  export 
from  the  end  of  May  until  late  in  September,  Isnge  stocks  were 
left  in  the  country,  which  helped  to  swell  the  total  export  of 
1899.  The  rice  harvest  of  1899  was  also  a  good  one  in  those  . 
portions  of  the  province  south  of  the  Yangtze,  although  the  young 
plants  were  partially  destroyed  by  drought  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river.  The  fact  that  the  export  of  rice  has  been  altogether 
prohibited  at  Chiukiang  since  the  beginning  of  June  has  no 
doubt  been  the  caose  of  much  rice,  which  would  naturally  have 
been  exported  at  that  port,  being  sent  to  Wuhu  for  shipment. 
There  has  also  been  a  constant  demand  for  rice  throughout  the 
year  at  Canton  and  Swatow,  and  the  shipment  has  gone  on 
steadily,  except  for  the  short  period  during  which  the  export 
was  prohibited.  This  was  from  May  27  to  September  30,  The 
reason  given  -by  the  Viceroy  for  the  necessity  of  this  step  was 
that  owing  to  the  drought  the  young  rice  plants,  which  had  just 
been  planted  out,  were  dying,  and  that  unless  rain  fell  soon  the 
crop  would  be  a  failure.  In  order,  therefore,  to  secure  a  sufficient 
supply  for  the  needs  of  the  provinces  under  his  jurisdiction  it. 
was  necessary  to  stop  the  export  temporarily  until  the  result  of 
the  harvest  could  be  seen.  Bain  luckily  fell  before  too  late,  and 
the  prohibition  was  ultimately  withdrawn  at  this  port  on  Sep- 
tember 30,  on  the  shippers  agreeing  to  certain  modifications  of  the 
rules  by  which  the  export  had  been  previously  governed,  and 
trade  soon  became  brisk. 

Shortly  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  embargo  on  the  export  of 
rice  it  was  proposed  by  the  Viceroy  to  increase  the  likin  charges 
on  the  grain  from  1  to  3  mace  a  picul,  but  owing  to  the 
opposition  of  the  native  rice  merchants,  and  their  refusal  to 
export  rice  on  those  terms,  the  matter  was  not  pressed.  The 
Viceroy  also  proposed  to  the  taotai  here  at  the  end  of  December 
that  the  export  of  rice  should  be  again  prohibited  on  account  of 
an  alleged  rise  in  prices.  The  taotai,  however,  whose  revenue  is 
largely  dependent  on  the  taxes  derived  from  the  export,  was  able 
to  stave  off  the  proposition,  and  no  interruption  of  the  trade 
took  place* 

As  the  Chinese  have  a  very  strong  objection  to  rice  being 
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shipped  abroad,  on  the  ground  that  a  foreign  trade  would  tend  to 
raise  the  price  in  China,  the  only  interests  of  foreigners  in  the 
trade  are  in  the  employment  of  their  ships  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  grain.  Indirectly,  however,  the  rice  crops  have  a  great 
influence  on  foreign  trade,  and  a  good  year  does  much  to  stimulate 
the  trade  in  foreign  goods,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  figures  in  this 
year's  returns.  During  the  year  3,P93  tons  of  duty-free  rice 
were  shipped  to  Foo3how  and  Ningpo  for  relief  purposes,  and 
17,197  tons  to  Tientsin  and  Shan-hai-kuan  for  military  purposes. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  placed  by  the  authorities  on  mining, 
coal  is  not  exported  to  the  extent  which  might  otherwise  be  the 
case.  The  export  for  this  year  was  1,849  tons,  against  564  tons 
in  1898.  As  Chinese  methods  of  mining  only  permit  of  the 
surface  coal  being  obtained,  it  is  not  as  a  rule  of  high  quality, 
but  I  am  informed  that  samples  of  very  good  coal  have  been 
obtained  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Fan  Ch'ang  Hsien.  Without 
deep  borings  it  is,  however,  impossible  to  discover  the  merits  of 
the  coal,  and  under  present  conditions  these  are  impossible. 

The  harvest  has  been  a  very  good  one,  and  the  export  of  all 
kinds  of  seeds  largely  increased.  100,570  cwts.  of  beans; 
39,986  cwts.  of  sesamum  seed;  61,642  cwts.  of  groimd  nuts; 
57,030  cwts.  of  maize,  valued  at  12,265/. ;  48,064  cwts.  of  rape 
seed,  valued  at  14,397/. ;  and  146,387  cwts.  of  wheat,  valued  at 
29,652/.,  being  exported. 

Among  miscellaneous  exports  may  be  mentioned  5,679t  worth 
of  native  medicines,  and  3,113/.  worth  of  tobacco. 

The  export  of  albumen  and  egg  yolks  has  largely  decreased. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  grain  in 
the  autumn  of  1898,  which  necessitated  many  duck  owners  selling 
their  stocks  in  order  to  obtain  food  for  themselves.  The  prices 
demanded  for  eggs  consequently  rose,  and  they  were  not  to  be 
obtained  at  remunerative  rates.  Messrs.  Smith  and  Meyer  inform 
me  that  in  the  spring  of  1898  they  obtained  as  many  eggs  as 
they  were  able  to  get  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  and  the  whole 
of  1899  combined.  Owing  to  the  high  prices  demanded  they  did 
not  buy  any  fowls*  eggs  during  1899. 

The  refusal  in  the  autumn  of  the  Chinese  authorities  to  allow 
the  further  import  of  "  boracic  mixture  "  will  greatly  restrict  this 
industry.  "  Boracic  mixture  "  is  salt  with  an  addition  of  boracic 
acid  to  prevent  its  use  for  domestic  purposes.  As  native  salt  is 
an  exceedingly  dirty  product,  which,  even  after  two  washings, 
w^hereby  some  40  per  cent,  is  lost,  still  retains  suflBcient  dirt  to 
cause  a  thick  deposit,  and  as  its  price  is  about  four  times  that 
of  foreign  salt,  its  use  is  practically  impossible.  Unless,  therefore, 
some  conditions  can  be  imposed  which,  while  allowing  the  free 
import  of  the  boracic  mixture,  will  also  prevent  its  infiinging  the 
Government  salt  monopoly,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  albumen 
and  egg  yolk  business  cannot  be  carried  on  remuneratively  in 
future. 

The  mint  at  Nganking,  which  was  started  in  1897  for  the 
coining  of  silver  dollars  and  subsidiary  coins  for  use  in  this 
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province,  has  been  closed  as  a  useless  expense,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Commissioner,  K'ang  Yi.  The 
dollars  struck  at  Nganking  have  always  been  circulated  at  a  small 
discount  as  compared  with  Mexican  dollars,  but  this  discount  is 
gradually  decreasing  now  that  the  coins  are  growing  scarcer. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  Her  Majesty's  Consul-  Exchange. 
Oeneral    at    Shanghai,   in   converting   the   values   given   in   the 
customs  returns  into  sterling,  the  Haikwan  tael  has  been  calculated 
at  3s. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  for  his  courtesy  in  allowing  me  access 
to  the  returns  compiled  in  his  office  prior  to  their  publication. 


Annex  L— Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Wuhu  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Number  of 
Venelt.    i 


TonB. 


I  Number  of 
VeneU. 


Tonf. 


Number  of 
I     Vessels. 


Tons. 


British      ... 

German      

Norwegian 

Japanese 

Chinese     

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding 


280 


1,650 
34^867 


281 
202 


36,517 
81,190 


1,024 
5 

1 
168 
371 


1,569 
1,301 


1,200,278     I 
4,164     I 

484 
68,028 
371,166 

1,644,120     : 

1,454,270    I 


1,026  I    1,201,9^8 

6  4,164 

1  484 

168  68,028 

651  406,033 


1,850 
2,503 


l,6t}0,687 
1,486,460 


Cleared. 


Bailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of         «,„„. 
Vessels.            *®°'- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      1 

German     

Japanese  

Chinese     299 

1,650 
35,107 

1,018 

6 

1 

168 

371 

1,192,990 

4,164 

484 

68,028 

371,166 

1,019 

5 

1 

168 

670 

1,194,640 

4,164 

484 

68.028 

406,273 

Total      300 

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ...          209 

36,757 
31,004 

1,563            1,636,812 
1,299            1,453,100 

1,863 
1,508 

1,673,589 
1,484,104 
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Annex  II. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Wuhu 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


AltifllM. 

18M. 

1898. 

Cwts. 

QoanfeitT. 

Taloe. 

Qoantitj. 

Value. 

Bmim         

100,670 

4 
27,868 

70,884 

4 
16,682 

Coal  ...       ...       ...       ...       ... 

Tom 

1.8a 

l,70t 

664 

488 

Cotton,  imw          ...       

Cwti.       ... 

6,8U 

7,280 

2,798 

2,478 

Bffg  alboflMn,  preMTTWl 

ti           ••• 

lie 

678 

666 

1,756 

Kffyolk    

**           ••• 

1,286 

779 

4,226 

2,010 

Bgga,  frMh  and  preterred 

Number  ... 

827,820 

1,806 

378,680 

889 

FMtthera      

Cwtt. 

28,798 

27.777 

81,989 

26,866 

Oroond  nou         

If          •" 

61,642 

16,808 

22.687 

6,191 

Hemp          ...    ^ 

i« 

4,982 

4,627 

1,678 

1,400 

Hides,  cow  and  bnflklo 

t« 

4,080 

6,086 

6,282 

8,649 

Pap«r,  flnt  qoall^         

2,882 

6,892 

2,660 

6.767 

Jltce ^       

Toof 

298,168 

1,817,897 

108,420 

ttl,808 

Seed,  •Mamnm      ...        

Cwti.       ... 

89,986 

17,668 

11,676 

6,200 

SUk- 

Raw- 

Whlie 

Lbe. 

289,888 

69,118 

106,069 

29,649 

I#Uow 

ft 

688 

128 

267 

61 

BefcM      

99,466 

6,866 

146,267 

7,498 

Thread 7. 

piL  ::: 

1,200 

606 

988 

419 

Skins,  goat,  iintanned     

66,964 

1,140 

Taa   ...        ...        

Lbe. 

96,400 

2.682 

108,066 

21449 

Wheat         ...       ... 

Cwti.       ... 

146,887 

29,662 

18,600 

2.868 

49.896 

26,491 

Toul        

1,694,791 

679,179 
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Annex  III.— Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Wuhu 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

ArUclM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

PoretKn  good«^ 

£ 

i 

Opium,  Malwa     ... 

Lbs.        ^. 

*^?S 

*"'IS 

226,267 

161.982 

„      Patna      

420 

336 

480 

307 

Total  opium       

426,487 

316,080 

226,747 

162,289 

Cotton  goods— 

Shlrtinga,  Rwy,  plain 

„        whlto          

Pieces      ... 

144,948 

S'SS 

77,170 

28,809 

«, 

57,123 

23,283 

34,846 

12.  Ml 

T^iJtha ... 

21,854 

6,870 

13,012 

.     3,»»» 

Drills       

... 

21,74« 

13,699 

11,860 

5.996 

„          ... 

127,766 

48,271 

84,763 

30,984 

Chintzes 

19,650 

4,99ft 

13,139 

3,125 

Turkey-reds 

... 

19,608 

4,428 

9,290 

2.647 

Tarn,  EnglUh 

„     Indian     

,,          ... 

24,623 

19,094 

13,672 

8,646 

Cwts. 

118 

326 

89 

240 

60,472 

169,911 

11,145 

28,328 

„     Japanese ... 

... 

14,266 

34,097 

10.306 

26,769 

Other  cotton  goods      

... 

17,091 

... 

8,410 

Total  cottons     

Z 

396,530 

... 

169,646 

Camlets,  Knglish         

Pieces      ... 

2,800 

J'S' 

1,380 

2,390 

Long  ells 

„ 

9,493 

7,64i 

7,360 

6,788 

Italian  cloth      

3,789 

4,813 

2,980 

3.406 

Yam  and  cord 

Cwts. 

171 

2,913 

126 

2.029 

... 

4,999 

3,786 

Total  woollens 

... 

24,400 

17,348 

Metak         ^ 

14,326 

.. 

11.774 

Bags,  gunny  and  hemp 

Pieces      ... 

2,008^900 

31,693 

747,960 

9,529 

,,     stnwandmat 

... 

2,682,300 

20,366 

1,109,626 

7,415 

Matches      

OroBS 

449,749 

14,288 

346.100 

18,GI8 

on,  kerosene- 

American 

Gallons    ... 

1,772,600 

42,680 

1,610,400 

37,481 

Busslan   —'       ...       ••• 

744,800 

18,200 

176,600 

3,831 

„       In  bulk 

•M 

... 

... 

228,600 

3,768 

Sumatra 

208,660 

4,467 

368,290 

6,550 

Cwti.       ... 

16,683 

11,636 

12,604 

8.369 

4Sngar          

128,890 

76,163 

121,771 

67.235 

Umbrellas 

Pieces      Z 

128,131 

12,161 

61,782 

5.344 

Sundries,  unenumerated 

... 

... 

69,990 

... 

46,86.') 

Total  foreign  goods     ... 

... 

1,041,850 

669.060 

XatiTe  goods- 

Bags,  gunny  and  hemp,  old     ... 

Pieces      ... 

1,316,444 

9,876 

292,436 

1,306 

Cloth,  native  and  nankeens      ... 

Cwts.        ... 

14,  ICO 

82,471 

9,806 

66,396 

Coal 

Tons 

9,633 

7,698 

6,160 

4.708 

Cotton  yarn,  Chinese      

Cwts.       ... 

6,496 

16,914 

7,046 

19,402 

Fans,  paper 

Pieces      ... 

476,822 

2,106 

384,785 

2,699 

Fungus       

Cwts. 

1,120 

4.230 

1,021 

3,689 

Grass  cloth 

„ 

1.387 

7,466 

670 

3,670 

Gyprom      

„ 

67,906 

*•!? 

68,810 

3;992 

Lnngans  (dried  fruit)      ... 

If 

4,046 

9,628 

3,668 

6,2.^6 

2,667 

4,479 

Oil,  bean,  tea,  sesamom,  Ac.    ... 

Cwts."      ^ 

'8;764 

9,082 

I'ijioe 

10,72jJ 

„   wood     

... 

29.471 

29,846 

28,064 

25.961 

Opium,  Ssechnen,  ftc    

Lbi. 

16,029 

6.170 

60,301 

18,448 

Paper          

Cwts. 

3,717 

7.031 

2,494 

4,451 

Samshu  (spiritt) 

Seeds,  melon         

„ 

3,882 

2,672 

4,666 

3,U20 

12,930 

8,728 

10.796 

6,fl55 

Silk  goods 

Lbs.    ;;; 

36,933 

17,013 

13.333 

7,656 

Sugar         

Cwts. 

146,863 

99.665 

121,810 

77,71 r 

Tobacco       

,,     ... 

16,367 

29,094 

10,673 

19,661 

Vegetable  taUow 

„     •*• 

4,362 

4,734 

6,496 

6,366 

Wood,  poles          .^       

Pieces     ... 

8,682 

4,063 

6.363 

2,790 

Sundries,  unenumerated 

... 

... 

46,401 

31.837 

Total  native  goods 

... 

409,174 

... 

318,581 

„     imports    

... 

... 

1,451,024 

... 

877,641 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Samshui  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Littlk 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  June  5, 1900.) 

The  value  and  interest  of  a  commercial  report  on  a  new  and  Intooduotioiu 
undeveloped  place  depend  mainly  upon  an  intelligent  estimate  of 
the  potentialities  of  the  markets  which  it  feeds,  and  an  account  of 
the  resources  of  the  surrounding  country  and  of  the  conditions 
which  are  likely  to  influence  the  course  of  trade.  This  is 
especially  so  in  the  case  of  Samshui,  which  is  itseK  little  more 
than  a  village,  and  has  been  selected  as  a  Treaty  port  on  account 
of  its  position  at  the  junction  of  three  important  rivers,  which 
give  access  to  an  extensive  hinterland.  It  having  been  impossible 
for  me  to  obtain  more  than  a  very  slight  knowledge  of  local  con- 
ditions during  my  brief  residence  of  less  than  a  month,  the 
following  report  must  therefore  necessarily  be  of  an  incomplete 
nature. 

Samshui  having  been  opened  in  the  middle  of  1897,  this  is  Trade  nearly 
the  first  opportunity  there  has  been  of  comparing  tne  results  of  ^^^l®^* 
two  complete  years*  trade,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record 
that  the  imports  have  nearly  doubled  and  the  exports  more  than 
doubled,  the  figures  being : — 


Value. 

1899. 

1898. 

Imports 

Exports 

£     ' 
362,000 
85,000 

£ 

192,000 

89,000 

Total 

447,000 

231,000 

Of  the  imports,  foreign  goods  were  valued  at  351,000/.,*  against  Importi 

*  The  yalnes  are  giren  approximately.    The  exact  figures  will  be  found  in 
the  tables.  ^ 
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OoCton  goods. 


Japanese 
cotton  goods 
in  demand. 


Woollens, 
Increase  in 
Bnglish 
camlets. 
Metals. 


Old  bone- 
shoes. 


Sundries. 


Oil. 


Sugar. 


Tobacco. 


Wax. 


Other  articles. 


177,000/.  the  year  before,  nearly  all  of  which  came  from  Hong- 
Kong.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  returns  do  not  show  the 
place  of  origin  of  these  goods. 

Cotton  goods  represent  considerably  over  half  of  the  total 
foreign  imports,  being  valued  at  204,000/.,  against  118,000/.  in 
1898.  The  principal  items  were  grey  shirtings  over  26,000/.,  and 
white  shirtings  over  33,000/.,  both  of  which  increased  about 
90  per  cent,  in  value.  Japanese  cotton  flannel  increased  from 
600/.  to  over  2,200/.,  and  Japanese  cotton  cloth  and  crape  from 
500/.  to  3,700.  Indian  yam  rose  from  66,000/.  to  120,000/.  Most 
of  tliese  goods  are  sold  in  this  province. 

Japanese  towellings,  cotton  cloth,  and  crape  are  in  great 
favour,  on  account  oi  their  cheapness  and  good  appearance,  and 
find  a  ready  and  increasing  sale.  The  yam  is  woven  into  cloth 
in  the  neiglibouring  towns  and  villages,  which  is  then  sold  as  best 
native.  A  certain  amount  of  native  cotton  is  imported  lor 
making  candle  and  lamp  wick. 

The  total  value  of  woollens  imported  was  10,800/.,  an  increase 
of  1,700/.  English  camlets  represented  7,500/.  of  this  sum,  being 
an  advance  of  2,500/. 

Metals  rose  in  value  from  129/.  to  over  1,900/.,  nearly  the 
whole  being  iron  in  various  forms.  This  metal  is  used  for 
making  articles  of  domestic  use,  nails,  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments. 

The  curious  may  be  interested  in  learning  that  old  horse-shoes, 
which  perhaps  have  been  worn  thin  in  the  Strand  and  Piccadilly, 
are  transported  to  this  distant  country  and  converted  into  ploughs, 
and  yet  China  is  probably  as  rich  in  iron  as  any  country  in  the 
world. 

The  total  value  of  sundries  was  134,000/.,  against  48,000/.  in 
1898.  Eaw  cotton  (9,400/.),  aniline  dyes  (2,900/.),  flour  (5,300/.), 
Japanese  matches  (12,500/.),  kerosene  oil  (9,700/.),  tobacco  (6,200/.), 
all  show  a  great  increase.  The  oil  was  mostly  American  and 
Eussian,  Sumatra  having  fallen  from  2,700/.  to  1,300/.,  probably 
due  to  a  short  supply. 

Although  this  is  a  sugar-producing  district,  foreign  sugar,  owing 
to  its  superiority  to  the  native  article,  was  imported  to  the  value 
of  5,500/.,  being  principally  used  in  making  confectionery. 

The  tobacco  is  said  to  be  native  produce  exported  to  Hong- 
Kong,  whence  it  is  imported  as  foreign  merchandise,  and  is  thus 
able  to  be  conveyed  to  inland  markets  under  the  protection  of 
transit  passes.  It  is  therefore  presumably  cheaper  to  pay  export, 
import,  and  transit  duty  (say,  12  J  per  cent,  ad  valorem),  and 
freight  to  and  from  Hong-Kong  than  the  taxes  leviable  on  it  as 
native  merchandise. 

Dyes  are  used  in  colouring  paper  manufactured  at  Fatshan. 

White  wax,  which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  candles,  was 
imported  to  the  value  of  30,000/.,  an  increase  of  over  200  per 
cent. 

Amongst  miscellaneous  articles  of  minor  importance  may  be 
mentioned  indiarubber  shoes  of  English  manufacture,  green  paint, 
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varnish  and  leather,  the  last  three  of  which  appear  in  the  returns 
for  the  first  time.  Many  of  the  articles  included  in  foreign 
sundries  are  probably  of  native  origin,  and  have  Etcquired  a  foreign 
character  by  being  imported  through  Hong-Kong. 

The  native  produce  imported,  principally  indigo,  leather  and  Natire 
tobacco,  amounted  to  nearly  11,000/.,  a  decrease  of  over  3,000/.      imports. 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  more  than  doubled,  being  Exports. 
85,000/.  against  39,000/.  in  1898.  The  principal  articles  are  straw 
hsLgn  4,900/.,  brown  sugar  1,400/.,  both  of  which  appear  for  the 
first  time;  fire-crackers  23,500/.,  against  100/.  in  1898;  paper 
22,000/.,  an  increase  of  16,000/. ;  and  tobacco  18.000/.,  an  iacrease 
of  8,000/. 

Of  these,  sugar  promises  most  for  the  future  of  the  export  Sugar, 
trade  It  is  the  staple  product  of  the  district,  which  is,  I  am 
told,  most  suitable  for  its  cultivation,  and  the  refineries  of 
Hong-Kong  should  provide  a  market  close  at  hand.  It  is  to  be 
feared,  however,  that  the  export  duty  will  somewhat  handicap  the 
native  grower. 

Brass  ware,  glass,  lead  and  iron  nails  may  be  mentioned  amongst  Other  artiole*. 
the  articles  of  minor  value  as  being  somewhat  significant.  They 
are  probably  destined  for  the  use  of  Chinese  settled  in  Hong* 
Kong  and  the  Straits.  Lead,  as  well  as  iron,  is  produced  in  the 
country  watered  by  the  North  River.  Of  the  exports,  over 
14,000/.  went  to  Chinese  ports  and  nearly  all  the  rest  to  Hong- 
Kong. 

Over  1,100  transit  passes  inwards,  covering  goods  of  the  value  Transit 
of  17,000/.,  were  issued,  being  about  three  times  the  value  in  the  P*"^- 
previous  year.     Of  these  goods  about  three-quarters  were  sold  in 
this  province,  one-quarter  in  Kuanghsi,  and  a  small  quantity  went 
to  Hunan.     It  is  noteworthy  that  most  of  these  passes  were  taken  Lan^elj  ofod 
out  by  Chinese,  thus  showing  that  they  are  no  longer  intimidated  ^^  Chinese, 
as  formerly  from  making  use  of  this  privilege.     No  produce  M-as 
exported  under  transit  pass,  and  there  are  as  yet  no  facilities  for 
obtaining  thent 

Over  26,000  passengers  arrived  at  and  left  the  port  in  steamers  Passenf^ 
during  the  year.    Those  carried  on  native  boats  towed  by  launches  ^^^^^ 
and  on  ordinary  sailing  craft  far  exceed  this  figure. 

The  steamers  entered  and  cleared  numbered  7,910  with  a  Shipping, 
tonnage  of  over  542,000  tons,  being  an  increase  of  some  2,600  ^^^^  inowwe. 
steamers  and  250,000  tons.  Of  these,  2,240  with  a  tonnage  of 
329,000  tons  were  British,  being  an  increase  of  about  550  steamers 
and  111,000  tons.  The  Chinese  come  next  with  about  half  the 
tonnage  but  double  the  number  of  steamers,  most  of  them  being 
launches.  The  Portuguese,  German,  American  and  French  flags 
share  the  remainder,  the  last  mentioned  having  only  four  vessels  of 
32  tons. 

There  is,  besides,  an  immense    amount  of  native   shipping  Large 
passing  up  and  down  the  river.  One  day  I  counted  60  boats  (many  **^"'^*^^  ®^ 
of  them  large)  pass  in  40  minutes.  "hipping. 

There  are  now  14  steamers  (drawing  about  6  ft.)  running  in  Description 
tiiese  waters  under  the  West  Biver  KegulationB,  and  six  of  them  ^^  ^^^ 
(606)  A3         ^^^ 
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make  Samshui  their  terminus.  Two  of  them  (British)  were  built 
specially  for  this  traffic  but  are  now  found  to  be  unsuitable,  and 
they  are,  1  undei-stand,  to  be  replaced  by  stern  wheelers  drawing 
ahout  4  feet.  The  general  opinion  of  competent  persons  acquainted 
with  local  conditions  seems  to  be  that  flat-bottomed  stern  wheelers 
or  2  to  3^  feet  draught  would  be  the  most  suitable,  €md  there  is 
one  such  boat  of  140  tons  under  the  American  flag  running  be- 
tween Canton  and  Wucliow.  This  boat  is  able  to  follow  the  short 
mute  from  this  to  Canton  and  takes  only  5  or  6  hours  instead  of 
10  or  12  hours  required  by  the  deeper  draught  steamers.  As 
regards  the  Hong-Kong  line  some  doubt  seems  to  be  felt  whether 
such  boats  would  be  able  to  make  the  first  part  of  the  passage 
where  rough  seas  are  occasionally  met  with. 

The  numerous  rocks  and  sandbanks  make  navigation  difficult 
and  the  lighting  of  the  river  is  urgently  needed.  In  view  of  the 
grcut  quantity  of  shipping  and  the  valuable  trade  connected 
therewith,  with  the  consequent  increased  revenue  which  pro- 
siimably  accrues  to  the  Chinese  (Jovemment,  it  seems  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  authorities  concerned  have  neglected  this 
important  matter  so  long. 

As  the  restrictions  under  which  the  river  trade  is  carried  on, 
viz.,  that  West  River  steamei-s  may  not  call  at  inland  places,  and 
steamers  plying  under  the  Inland  Navigation  Bules  may  not  run 
between  two  treaty  ports,  have  been  the  object  of  much  criticism, 
it  may  perhaps  be  as  well  to  explain  the  position  for  the  informa- 
tinii  of  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  subject. 

The  Bumiah  Convention  of  1897  opened  to  foreign  commerce  two 
ports  and  four  ports  of  call  on  the  West  Biver.  The  Inland  Steam 
Navigation  Agreement  opened  the  inland  waters  of  China  to 
stt.-amers  not  being  vessels  of  a  sea-going  type,  and  provided  that 
they  must  confine  their  trade  to  inland  waters,  and  must  not  go 
to  places  outside  Chinese  territory.  The  expression  "inland 
waters "  is  stated  to  have  the  meaning  ascribed  to  "  nei  ti "  in 
the  Chefoo  Convention,  viz.,  the  words  "  nei  ti "  apply  as  much 
to  places  "on  the  sea  coast  and  river  shores  as  to  places  in  the 
interior,  not  open  to  foreign  trade."  As  the  steamers  on  the 
Hong-Kong  line  leave  the  territorial  waters  of  China,  it  is  held 
by  the  Chinese  authorities  that  they  have  no  claim  to  the  benefits 
of  the  inland  navigation  agreement.  The  steamers  from  Canton, 
however,  do  not  leave  the  territorial  waters,  and  the  only  ground 
for  their  exclusion  from  the  benefit  of  this  agreement  seems  to  be 
the  provision  that  inland  waters  are  opened  to  steamers  not 
being  vessels  of  a  sea-going  type.  As,  however,  the  provision 
originally  inserted  in  the  rules  that  inland  waters  were  to  be  open 
to  "  small "  steamers  was  objected  to,  and  the  word  "  small "  was 
subsequently  omitted,  and  as  the  Canton  steamers  are  only  about 
ir)0  tons,  their  size  does  not  appear  to  be  a  good  reason  for  their 
exclusion. 

The  other  complaint  has  been  the  refusal  to  allow  vessels 
plying  under  the  Inland  Navigation  Eules  to  run  between  two 
treaty  ports.     It  is  difficult  to  find  a  valid  ground  in  the  rules 
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for  this  refusal,  unless  perhaps  it  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  mean-  . 
ing  of  the  words  "  nei  ti "  as  defined  above.     I  am  informed,  how- 
ever, that  this  prohibition  has  been  withdrawn,  at  least  as  regards 
this  port,  and  that  inland  launches  now  run  from  Canton  through 
Samshui  to  the  North  Eiver. 

As  the  returns  of  the  four  ports  of  call  are  dealt  with  by  the  Trade  of  the 
custom-house  here,  a  short  review  of  their  trade  will  not  be  out  ^  ^^  ^' 
of  place  in  this  report. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  was  over  234,000Z.  I^c'«^»^- 
(an  increase  of  some  65,000Z.)  distributed  as  follows  ; — 


Value. 

Kongmoon. 

£ 

160,300 

11,800 

Kumchuk. 

£ 

38,500 

8,300 

Shiuhing. 

Takhing. 

Import 8 of  foreign  goods. . 
Exports 

£ 
14,100 
50 

£ 
1,800 
3,100 

The  total  amounts  of  native  produce  imported  was  only  about 
1,500Z. 

The  trade  of  Kongmoon  nearly  doubled,  whilst  that  of  Kum- 
chuk shows  a  considerable  falling-ofif,  due,  I  am  told,  to  the 
establishment  of  likin  barriers  between  that  and  Kowkong,  which 
is  the  market  for  most  of  the  foreign  imports  into  Kumchuk. 
The  principal  foreign  goods  imported  were  cotton  goods,  14,000Z. ; 
Indian  yarn,  6,000/. ;  English  camlets,  1,900Z. ;  raw  cotton,  7,500/. ; 
wheat  flour,  27,000/. ;  Japanese  matches,  6,900/. ;  kerosene  oil, 
4,300/. ;  sugar,  8,700/. 

The  exports  consist  of  eggs,  vegetables,  fruit,  live  stock  and 
tobacco  from  Kongmoon  ;  sugar  and  tobacco  from  Kumchuk ;  raw 
silk  and  cocoons  from  Takhing.  Nearly  all  this  produce  goes  to 
Hong-Kong,  except  silk  and  cocoons  which  find  a  market  in 
Canton. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  by  steamers  between  the 
ports  of  call,  Hong-Kong  and  Macao,  was  nearly  180,000,  about 
double  of  the  number  carried  in  1898. 

The  substantial  trade  indicated  by  the  foregoing  figures  and 
the  large  increase  compared  with  the  previous  year  would  seem  to 
warrant  the  expectation  of  a  prosperous  future  for  the  port,  but, 
unfortunately,  enquiries,  even  superficial  as  mine  have  necessarily 
been,  reveal  facts  which  considerably  mar  the  prospect.  A  portion 
of  the  trade  does  not  properly  belong  to  thS  port  and  has  been 
diverted  to  it  from  other  places  by  causes  which  may  at  any  time 
cease  to  operate.  A  large  quantity  of  foreign  goods  find  a  market 
in  Kowkong  and  should  enter  that  place  through  the  stage  of 
Kumchuk,  which  is  only  a  few  miles  distant,  but  when  a  brisk 
trade  grew  up  the  authorities  established  tax  collecting  stations 
which  levied  heavy  charges  on  foreign  goods  passing  between  the 
two  places.  Importers  thereupon  consigned  their  goods  to  Samshui, 
(606)  A  4 


Articles  of 
import. 


Articles  of 
export. 


Passenger 
traffic. 


(general. 


Portion  of  the 
trade  diyerted 
from  other 
places. 
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whence  they  are  conveyed  in  native  boats  by  a  different  route  to 
Kowkong  and  thus  avoid  the  taxes.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
Kumehuk  not  being  a  treaty  port,  foreign  goods  are  liable  to  such 
taxation  there  and  cannot  obtain  the  protection  of  transit  passes 
except  by  coming  to  Samshui.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with 
certainty  how  much  Samshui  gains  in  this  way,  but  I  think 
50,000/.  to  100,000Z.  is  not  an  excessive  estimate.  Kumehuk  and 
Kowkong  together  are  largei^  and  probably  have  a  greater  buying 
capacity  than  Kongmoon,  and  yet  the  latter^s  import  of  foreign 
goods  amounted  to  160,000/.,  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent., 
whilst  the  former  imported  only  38,000/.  worth,  showing  a  decrease 
of  27,000/.  In  the  previous  year  they  imported  almost  «ls  much 
as  Kongmoon  in  spite  of  the  disturbing  effect  of  the  tax  stations 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  Again,  the  imports  of  cotton 
goods  amounted  to  nearly  half  the  whole  trade  of  the  port,  a  large 
proportion  going  to  Shih  Chi.  The  nearest  route  to  this  place  is, 
however,  not  through  Samshui,  and  the  trade  comes  this  way  to 
avoid  the  likin  barriers  on  the  direct  route.  Sometimes  the  likin 
is  reduced  below  the  charges  by  this  route,  and  the  result  is  seen 
in  a  great  diminution  of  tlie  imports  of  cotton  goods  into  this  port. 
The  chief  items  of  the  export  trade  are  paper  and  fire-crackers, 
which  together  represent  more  than  half  the  total.  These  articles 
are  produced  mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  latshan  and  would 
probably  be  exported  through  Canton  instead  of  Samshui  if  trade 
were  allowed  to  follow  its  natural  course.  These  facts  show  that 
the  prosperity  of  tlie  iport  is  more  apparent  than  real  and  does  not 
rest  on  a  sound  basis. 
Prospects  of  The  chief  hope  of  a  future  for  the  port  lies,  in  my  opinion,  in 

the  port.  tjjp  development  of  the  North  IJiver  trade.  The  country  watered 
by  that  river  is,  I  am  told,  rich  in  iron,  lead,  coal  and  sulphur,  and 
produces  considerable  quantities  of  sugar,  tobacco,  paper,  fruit, 
cattle  and  timber,  which  form  sufficient  material  for  a  large  export 
trade  if  only  the  necessary  encouragement  and  facilities  were  pro- 
vided. Being  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  there  being 
no  treaty  port  beyond,  Samshui  would  handle  most  of  this  business, 
as  well  as  the  import  trade,  provided  the  position  were  not  changed 
by  the  opening  of  new  places  to  foreign  commerce.  It  is,  how- 
ever, too  near  the  great  marts  of  Canton  and  Hong-Kong  to  ever 
become  a  real  distributing  centre  for  foreign  imports.  Chinese 
merchants  will  probably  always  go  to  one  of  those  places  to  buy 
their  goods,  which  will  come  to  this  port  as  a  terminus  or  place  of 
call  of  Hong-Kong  steamers,  and  in  order  to  pass  through  the 
foreign  customs  and  get  transit  passes.  Samshui  will  be  only 
interested  in  them  as  the  place  of  transhipment.  Little  buying 
and  selling  is  ever  likely  to  be  done  here,  for  there  are  no  large 
consuming  centres  to  feed,  the  only  place  of  importance  in  the 
neighbourhood  being  Sainam,  about  2  miles  distant.  This  seems 
to  be  a  prosperous  town,  having  well-built  brick  houses  and  paved 
streets,  and  buys  a  considerable  quantity  of  foreign  merchandise : 
English  and  foreign  beer,  cotton  thread,  tooth  brushes,  soap  and 
cotton  piece-goods  are  seen  in  the  shops,  as  well  as  lamps  and 
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glasses  of  native  manufacture.  There  are  several  silk  filatures, 
one  of  tliem  being  worked  by  native  machinery  manufactured 
in  Canton.  There  is  also  a  considerable  business  in  the  making 
of  brass  ware,  ropes  and  baskets.  Unfortunately  this  town  is 
not  included  in  the  treaty  port.  The  surrounding  country  is 
said  to  be  fertile  and  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar, 
and  if  an  export  trade  were  developed,  Samshui.  would  no  doubt 
gain  greatly  in  importance.  As  to  the  prospects  in  that  direction 
I  am,  however,  not  yet  in  a  position  to  form  an  estimate. 

Piracy  still  continues  unchecked,  and  a  number  of  vessels,  Piracy, 
including  one  or  two  flying  the  British  flag,  have  been  stopped 
and  robbed.  The  likin  boat  in  the  harbour  was  raided  by  some 
lawless  characters  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  despoiled 
of  its  contents,  the  tax  collectors  having  been  first  tied  up  and 
deposited  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The  pirates  are,  however,  not 
a  blood-thirsty  lot,  and  they  let  their  victims  go  without  injury 
after  having  plundered  them.  Recently  an  organised  attack  by 
several  parties  of  men  armed  with  modern  rifles  was  made  on  a 
steamer  from  both  sides  of  the  river  at  a  narrow  place.  Se\eral 
passengers  were  killed  and  wounded  and  the  bows  of  the  ship 
were  riddled  with  bullets.  In  consequence  of  this  occurrence  I 
hear  that  the  wheel  houses  of  several  steamers  are  to  be  protected 
with  Harveyised  steel.  In  view  of  the  apparent  helplessness  of 
the  local  authorities,  the  only  remedy  seems  to  be  to  enlist  the 
assistance  of  the  people  by  making  each  district  responsible  for 
lawless  acts  occurring  within  its  bounds.  The  injury  resulting 
from  the  present  state  of  things  is,  however,  probably  more  indirect 
in  hampering  the  development  of  native  trade  than  direct  in  stopping 
steam  traffic. 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Alabaster,  the  Commissioner  of  Customs, 
for  courteously  giving  me  access  to  the  returns. 

The    tables    appended    were    prepared    by   my  predecessor, 
Mr.  Fox. 
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Annex  I.— Return  of  Principal*  Articles  of  Import  into  Samshui 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1889. 

1898. 

Anklw. 

Qwmtlty. 

Yalne. 

Quantity. 

▼aloe. 

FOBBOW  GOOM. 

« 

' 

Opium  (Pallia}     

LU. 

181 

106 

... 

M. 

„        flsnnd       

Pieces      ... 

87,779 

26,840 

48.097 

14»148 

It          ••• 

71,480 
68 

88,066 
27 

1:S 

18,062 
779 

djred  plain 

,1          ••• 

"•^^ 

964 
870 

*« 

1.176 

T-doihs 

Drflli,  EnRlish 

„       iMUaM 

II 

28,918 

2,744 

42 

9,084 

1,646 

36 

88,440 
2.187 

1,093 

Sheetings 

... 

81 

86 

•*• 

.M 

Chintses  and  foniturM 
Turkey-red  ahirtiiigs 

ti          ••• 

8,600 
241 

1,060 
72 

i;7i9 

146 

*"689 
19 

DamaskB ^ 

Velvets 

Cambrics 

li»1»M 

It 

2,966 
186 

621 
70 

842 

271 
288 

641 
266 

51 

Moslins 

I>lmltles 

Handkerchiefs 

Towellings,  Japanese 

Coaonllannal 

tt 

Dosen 
Lbs. 
Pieces      ... 

448 

20 
a|724 
8.788 
I.»b8 

121 

9 

278 

172 

1,640 

"'476 

401 

2,427 

"*122 
172 
173 

101 
873 

Japanese          

Osfoni  shirtings         

tt          ••• 

10,998 

m 

2249 
168 

2.». 

694 

Cretonnes          .««        ...       ,., 
Japanese  ooUon-eloth 

192 
12.227 

'     188 
2,069 

17 
2,068 

16 
441 

Yarn,  Indian*    .^Z 
other  eottoQs    

Li    :: 

2.186 
6.284,888 

400 

120,206 

188 

766 
8,661.686 

74 

66,441 

... 

204,171 

... 

118,834 

' 

Camlets,  English         

iiSlX::    ::    ~   :: 

Spanish  stripes 

Cloth,  broad      

Blankeu 

Pieces     ... 
It          »•• 
tt 
It          ••• 

Pun 

4,206 
58 
161 
628 
S«8 
272 

7,671 

96 

188 

1.808 

1.248 

168 

2,A88 
187 
464 

276 
280 
107 
129 

4,9U 
198 
364 

640 

1.278 

61 

179 

1,670 

Bombajettes     

Other  wouUens 

Pieces     ... 

IM 

196 

109 

10,884 

•  M 

9,101 

Metala- 

Iron,  nailrod      

Lbs. 

64,688 

218 

1 

„     bar ^ 

It          ••• 

292,188 

966 

I          889 

122 

.,     wire          •••       ,«. 

Iron  nails          .„        

Iron,  onchissed  ...       .!'. 

It          •• 
II          ••• 

12,188 

76,400 

1.167 

96 
168 
174 
816 

J 

7 
8 
•*• 

3 

Metals,  unclaased        

... 

16 

4 

Total  metals 

... 

- 

1,968 

._ 

129 

Sundries— 

Almunds 

Aniseed,  star     ... 

Lbs. 
tt           ••• 

18,6C0 
7,78» 

868 

199 

672 

128 
17 

Awabi      ... 

II           ... 

67,068 
21,888 

1,277 
111 

28,886 

689 

ge"*      

Betel-nnts          

Bicho-de-Mar 

Birds-nests         

1,           ... 
It           ••• 

48,788 

8k2|68S 

8,400 

1.486 

110 

8,886 

284 

662 

66^400 

472.628 

2.680 

"108 

Cloth,  naUre  and  iuuikc«n    ... 
Coal         

tL    *::: 

18,000 
418 

976 
664 

8,792 

"^410 

Cotton,  raw       

Cuitleflrt           

Dates,  black      

Lbs. 
It           ••• 
„           ... 

643.888 
825,600 

9.400 

6,861 

642 

87i;056 
146,600 
46,266 

'6,823 

»t      wd          ^ 

Dyes,  aniline     

Ftatberp,  peacock 

It           ••• 
Pieces      ... 

128,888 
l'6;746 

881 

2,040 

377 

68,648 

288 
36 

Fbh.  salt^       

Lbs. 

866,988 

2,068 

124i992 

"*804 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Samshui  during  the 
Years  1899-98— continued. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

SandrieB^contiaued— 

Flour,  wheat      

Lbs. 

1,2/6  183 

5,347 

955,186 

4,274 

Fungus    

,,           •.. 

70,633 

1,984 

81,182 

886 

GinBeng 

II           ••* 

las 

60 

... 

... 

Gypsnin 

804,138 

842 

158,165 

164 

Indiarubber  shoes        

Pairs        Z 

5,238 

465 

1,382 

109 

Lead,  red 

Lbs. 

10,400 

93 

„     yellow      

„           ... 

3,86u 

85 

... 

Leather   

II 

3,383 

97 

... 

... 

Liljr  flowem,  dried       

It           ••• 

182,666 

1,046 

74,868 

558 

Liquorice 

II           ••• 

4,933 

83 

.'.. 

... 

Hangovebark 

139,066 

166 

... 

... 

Matches,  Japanese      

OroBS       '..'. 

84S,744 

12,621 

143.541 

4,98S 

Match-making  materials 

Lbs. 

37,866 

171 

••• 

Medicines          

II 

1,845 

"'214 

Mushrooms        

II           ••• 

27,866 

976 

16;i28 

60S 

Mussels,  dried 

11           — • 

177,600 

1,398 

116,256 

871 

American 

Gallona    ... 

;69,000 

8,686 

19,600 

891 

Bttssian       

If         ••• 

264,465 

4,681 

46,965 

804 

Somatran 

ff         ■•• 

75,515 

1,876 

159,226 

2,787 

Oil,  ground-nut 

LbB. 

103,866 

1,168 

92,224 

1,062 

„    spindle 

11           ••• 

8,600 

24 

... 

Oystere,  dried 

i»           ••• 

8,183 

163 

sjooo 

Ill 

Paint,  green 

i»           ••• 

28,400 

448 

... 

... 

Paper,  1st  quality 

11 

71,200 

1,121 

... 

... 

„      2ndquaUty      

Pepper,  black  and  white 

II            ... 

5,600 

25 

... 

... 

40,000 

718 

6,399 

95 

Persimmons,  dried      

II           •" 

459,866 

2,098 

193,200 

860 

Prawns 

If            ••• 

100,800 

2,267 

28,199 

448 

Baisins     

11            ♦•• 

68,000 

487 

... 

•M 

Rattans .,*       ... 

ff            ••• 

162,133 

722 

9,866 

42 

Rice        

fi            ••• 

69,380 

132 

... 

... 

Sandalwood        

11           ••• 

10,800 

85 

5,065 

88 

Seaweed 

11            ••• 

88,638 

299 

82,988 

71 

Seed,  melon       

If            ••• 

84,266 

192 

18,733 

98 

Sharks'  fins        

11            •»• 

8,600 

82 

... 

••• 

Silk,  raw,  white 

If 

2,400 

1,164 

„     yellow       

11 

1,066 

361 

... 

.M 

„     eocoons      

938 

78 

... 

„     piece-goods          

„ 

6,000 

4,046 

ijoee 

728- 

Stookflsh 

11           ••• 

76,666 

617 

96,932 

618 

Sugar,  white      

672,400 

3,783 

505,199 

2,704 

„      refined 

11            ••• 

228,138 

1,797 

... 

... 

Tin-foil 

11            ••• 

1,733 

98 

1,883 

79 

Tobacco,  leaf     

11 

206,266 

2,784 

33,866 

899 

„       prepared       

153,338 

8,449 

23,732 

508 

Ultramarine      

11            ••• 

29,338 

492 

... 

..* 

Varnish 

II            ••• 

33,266 

749 

... 

... 

Vermicelli         

28y,333 

2,2:8 

2U,'627 

1,876 

Wax,  white       

II            ••• 

223,600 

80,429 

79,067 

9,568 

,,     parraffln 

11 

5,200 

69 

... 

.*• 

Yam,  dye-root 

fi            ••• 

830,800 

2,804 

16,666 

59 

Unenumerated 

.., 

2|265 

... 

1,040 

From  Chinese  ports— 

Su^ar,  refined           

Lbs. 

2,000 

16 

... 

Tobacco,  leaf 

... 

1,738 

40 

... 

... 

Total  sundries 

... 

134,063 

... 

48,603 

„    foreign  produce 

... 

851|025 

177,889 

Native  Pboduob. 

Barley,  pearl        

Lbs. 

84  000 

848 

190,799 

561 

Fire  crackers 

II           ••• 

2,000 

24 

... 

... 

Fungus       

11           ••• 

1,466 

40 

7,782 

207 

Hemp(rhea)         

Indigo,  liquid       

7,600 

64 

... 

II           ••» 

808,266 

4,647 

l,10b',666 

5,891 

Leather       

If           ••• 

56,188 

1|262 

80,267 

2,822 

Medicines   ...       

... 

911 

... 

671 

Seed,  melon          

Lbs.'**      ... 

118,800 

669 

88,783 

638 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Samshui  during  the 
Years  1899-98 — continued. 


Lbs. 
»* 

ft 

1899.                                     1898. 

Aitidet. 

Qoantftf. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yaloe. 

Silk,  cocooiu 

„     raw     

Totacoo,  leaf         

„       prepared          

Unenumeratod      

6.000 

1,066 

166,466 

1,200 

484              1,999 
IfiO 
2,160           13S,7M 
26               6,440 
281 

148 

1,'676 
1,SS0 
1,110 

Total  natlT«  produce 

... 

10,970 

14,404 

Grand   total,    native 
andforeignl 

... 

661,995    1 

191,793 

Annex  II. — Return  of  principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Samshui 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

Articles. 

Lbs. 

QnanUiy. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bet€l-nutt 

200,800 

1,130 

216,867 

£ 
1,153 

BftK".  straw           

Pieces      ... 

2.i84,»«5 

4,925 

... 

Bk'ho-de-Mar        

Lbs. 

4,5»3 

157 

14,000 

*685 

Braflsware 

,, 

3,466 

118 

10,800 

312 

Charcoal     

•1           ♦•• 

4»,733 

89 

Cloth,  native.  Ac 

44,  .^38 

2,IM 

47V888 

2,203 

Clothing,  cotton 

M 

10,S00 

i5S 

9,866 

634 

CuiLleflsh 

,,                        ... 

28,533 

61S 

63,832 

1,017 

Fans,  paper  and  palm     

Plecee      ... 

93,530 

218 

... 

FirecrackeiB          

Lbi. 

1,899,200 

23,503 

18,600 

104 

Fish  maws 

»t          ••• 

1,866 

176 

2,800 

247 

Glass  (vitrlAed  ware)      

If          ••• 

80,400 

716 

26,066 

637 

Hams          

8,133 

165 

8,999 

78 

Hemp  and  twine 

It 

14,800 

178 

7,199 

77 

Indigo,  dried 

it          ••• 

42,000 

945 

8,266 

172 

„       liquid        

24,133 

186 

14,266 

76 

Iron  (nails,  Ac.) 

„ 

63,132 

275 

124,997 

499 

Ironware  and  wire          

„ 

23.066 

200  { 

11,066 
7,066 

55 
58 

Joes  sticks  ... 

.. 

43,066 

146 

Lead,  red,  white  and  jeUow     ... 

II          •*• 

60,583 

430 

26,188 

"2I8 

Mats 

Pieeet      ... 

24,046 

541 

... 

... 

Heata,  dried         

Lbs. 

6,200 

141 

... 

... 

Medicines 

II           ••• 

... 

158 

... 

... 

Olive  seed 

If          ••• 

8,888 

124 

... 

„ 

Paper,  let  quality 

II           ••• 

1,310,666 

22,116 

628,400 

6.649 

„      2nd     „      ... 

187,738 

616 

41,066 

184 

Peel,  orange         

If          ••• 

12,933 

282 

15,200 

130 

Pepper,  black  and  white ... 

11 

10.266 

}*! 

17,100 

226 

Penimmons,  dried         

II 

84,800 

154 

47,782 

206 

Prawns  and  shrimps       

II 

17,866 

636 

42,932 

1.149 

Batuns,  skin        

II          ••• 

21,738 

227 

18,800 

167 

Bice  (for  ship's  use) 

II 

134,666 

803 

... 

... 

„    birds 

Dozen 

18,894 

611 

17,785 

869 

Samshu      •• 

Lbs. 

102,800 

876 

89,600 

290 

Sandalwood 

II 

20,000 

162 

17,066 

128 

Silk,  raw  white     

II          ••• 

666 

270 

5,823 

2,021 

Sugar,  brown        

ti          ••• 

419,200 

1,416 

... 

... 

Tobacco,  leaf        

II          ••• 

248.066 

3,282 

480,083 

4,888 

„      prepared 

II          ••• 

784,400 

^*»SI? 

801,600 

5,518 

Tea ~       

II          ••• 

12,266 

214 

... 

... 

Sundries      - 

... 

2,178 

2.142 

Total 

85,756 

88.251 
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Annex  III. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Exports  and 
Imports  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  and  Chinese  Ports 
during  the  Tears  1899-98. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

Foreign  countries — 
Hong-Kong  . . 
Macuo 

Total     .. 
Chinese  ports   .. 

drand  total      .. 

860,357 
613 

177,389 

■ . 

£ 

68,911 

2,126 

19,183 

•  • 

350,970 
11,025 

177,389 
14,404 

71,037 
14,719 

19,183 
20,068 

361,995 

191,793 

86,756 

39,251 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  ChivMang  for  the   Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Acting-Consijl  Willis. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  OiBce,  June  11, 1900.) 

The  trade  returns  for  the  port  of  Chinkiang  for  the  year  ended  General    . 
December  31, 1899,  though  in  many  respects  extremely  satisfactory,  wmarks. 
present  few  novel  or  particularly  striking  features. 

The  foreign  trade  of  China  during  the  year  under  review  has  Oommeroial 
been  characterised  by  a  marked  development,  and  it  is  gratifying  revival  during 
to  note  that  Chinlaang  may  claim  a  duly  proportionate  share  of  ^®^* 
the  total  increase  in  the  trade  of  the  country.  This  is  the  more 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  extreme  depression  that  prevailed  here 
during  1898,  which  caused  a  general  impression  that  the  port,  like 
so  many  others  among  the  earlier  opened  treaty  ports,  had  seen  its 
best  days.  It  would  now  seem  that  the  decrease  in  the  trade  was 
merely  temporary,  due  mainly  to  the  tightness  of  the  native  money 
market  following  on  the  exceptionally  bad  harvest  of  1897.  It  is, 
at  any  rate,  generally  acknowledged  both  by  native  and  foreign 
merchants  here  that  there  has  been  a  perceptible  commercial 
revival  during  the  past  12  months;  the  number  of  failures 
amongst  the  native  dealers,  at  the  China  New  Year,  February, 
1900,  always  an  accurate  barometer  of  the  trade  of  the  preceding 
year,  was  exceptionally  small,  and,  whilst  the  rate  of  interest 
charged  by  the  native  banks  has  fallen  considerably,  the  bankers 
admit  large  profits  with  a  minimum  of  losses. 

The  customs  figures  showing  the  net  total  trade  of  the  port  for  Total  trade, 
the  last  three  years  are  as  follows,  the  rates  of  exchange  for  the 
Haikwan  tael  being  2«.  ll}d.  for  1897,  2«.  10|d  for  1898,  3s.  for 
1899,  respectively : — 

Value. 


Imports  of  foreign  origin 

„           natiTe      „ 
Exports 


Total 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 
1,984.780 
858,878 
744,068 

£ 

1,803,886 

872,107 

630,279 

£ 
2,198.378 
1,057,595 
697,822 

3,687,721 

3,306,222 

3,853,790 

(610) 
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foreign  trade. 
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import  trade. 


Nanking 
export  trade. 


Influence  of 
opening  of 
Nanking  on 
Ohinkiang 
trade. 


Chinkiang 
import  trade. 
Inoreaae  in 
cottons. 

Yam,  Indian 
and  Japanese. 


Thus  the  net  increase  of  trade  in  comparison  with  1898 
amounts  roughly  to  550,000i.,  the  larger  proportion  of  which, 
395,0002.,  it  may  be  noted,  has  taken  place  in  articles  of  foreign 
import. 

In  comparing  the  returns  for  the  present  with  preceding  years, 
it  must  further  be  borne  in  mind  that  Nanking,  situated  only 
45  miles  further  up  the  river,  was  declared  open  to  foreign  trade 
in  May  last;  a  custom-house  was  established,  and  a  Settlement 
marked  out  by  the  Chinese  authorities  for  foreign  residents  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  north  gate  of 
the  city.  Up  to  this  time  Nanking  and  the  surrounding  districts 
had  drawn  their  supplies  of  foreign  goods  from  Chinkiang. 

As  yet  tlie  trade  of  Nanking  is  inconsiderable,  the  value  of 
imports  of  foreign  origin  for  eight  months  amounting  only  to 
619,333  Haikwan  taels  (92,900/.).  In  explanation  of  this,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  several  Nanking  dealers  continue  to  draw 
their  foreign  supplies  from  Chinkiang,  the  goods  being  shipped  by 
native  boat  under  transit  pass,  the  reasons  for  this  somewhat 
incomprehensible  practice,  being  partly  long-established  custom, 
and  partly  the  absence,  as  yet,  of  hulk  accommodation  for  steamers 
calling  at  Nanking. 

The  export  trade  of  this  port  amounted  to  1,394,542  Haikwan 
taels  (209,180/.),  of  which  sum  1,226,966  Haikwan  taels  (194,045/.) 
represent  the  value  of  silk  piece-goods  exported.  Up  to  the  time 
of  the  opening  of  the  port,  an  arrangement  existed  by  which  this 
class  of  goods  could  be  shipped  by  steamers  of  the  China  Mer- 
chants' Steam  Navigation  Company  at  Nanking,  reporting  and 
paying  duty  at  Chinkiang,  and  appearing  in  the  ChinMang  export 
tables. 

Geographically,  however,  Nanking  cannot  compare  with  Chin- 
kiang as  a  distributing  centre,  and  until  railways  are  built — ^two 
are  projected,  one  connecting  Nanking  with  Soochow  and  Shanghai, 
and  one  with  the  mining  districts  in  Shansi — it  would  seem  that 
the  trade  of  the  new  port  will  be  merely  local,  confined  to  the  city 
itself  and  its  immediate  surroundings ;  thus  it  appears  that  for 
some  time,  at  any  rate,  the  trade  of  Chinkiang  will  only  be  preju- 
dicially affected  to  this  limited  extent. 

To  revert  to  the  Chinkiang  foreign  import  trade ;  about  50  per 
cent,  of  the  total  imports  of  foreign  origin  consist  of  cotton  goods 
of  various  kiuds,  which  have  this  year  exceeded  in  value  1,000,000/., 
an  increase  of  approximately  200,000/. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  this  branch  of  the  trade  has  been 
the  almost  phenomenal  development  during  the  last  few  years  in 
the  import  of  cotton  yarn,  both  in  the  Indian  and  Japanese  variety. 
It  was  not  until  1889  that  Indian  yarn  first  figured  as  a  sepamte 
item  in  the  returns,  1,127  cwts.  being  imported.  By  1893  the 
import  had  reached  over  80,000  cwts.,  the  Japanese  product  first 
appearing  in  this  year,  though  only  for  90  cwts.  Since  then  there 
has  been  a  steady  progression  until  in  the  present  year  over 
195,000  cwts.  were  imported  of  the  value  of  approximately 
550,000/.,  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  import  of  cottons. 
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Practically  all  the  foreign  yam  iraported  is  sent  into  the  interior 
xinder  transit  pass,  where  it  is  sold  retail. 

The  import  of  Chinese  yam,  which  is  the  product  of  the  mills  Chineee  yam, 
started  at  Shanghai  during  the  past  few  years  by  Chinese  and 
European  companies,  has  fallen  off  considerably,  only  5,514  cwts. 
being  imported  against  13,100  cwts.  in  1898.  The  yam  made 
from  Chinese  cotton  is  much  whiter  than  the  Indian  yarn  and 
commands  higher  prices,  but,  as  far  as  Chinkiang  is  concerned, 
its  import  must  be  considerably  retarded,  as,  not  having  a  foreign 
place  of  origin,  it  is  not  qualified  for  transit  pass  privileges. 

Other  cottons  call  for  little  remark.    With  the  exception  of  ^'her  cottons. 
T-cloths  almost  every  variety  shows  a  slight  but  by  no  means  a 
marked  increase. 

Woollen  goods  and  metals  present  no  special  features.  WooUens. 

During  the  past  10  years  the  opium  import  has  been  gradually  Opium, 
decreasing,  not  because  the  Chinese  have  ceased  to  use  the  drug, 
but  simply  because  the  Indian  product  has  been  driven  from  the 
market  by  the  native  variety,  which  is  far  more  leniently  taxed 
than  the  foreign  drug.  For  years  past  the  bulk  of  the  Indian 
opium  has  been  used  for  mixing  purposes,  in  order  to  fortify  the 
native  drug.  This  year,  however,  there  has  been  a  marked  increase 
in  the  import  of  the  foreign  product,  the  figures  showing  a  value  of 
429,617/.  against  278,986Z.  in  1898. 

This  improvement  is  due  largely  to  the  failure  of  the  native  Failure  of 
crop,  owing  to  heavy  rain  and  cold  at  the  time  of  tapping  the  ^^^^^  ®"*P- 
bulbs.  As  the  native  opium  does  not  come  under  the  cognisance 
of  the  foreign  customs,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  statistics, 
but  it  is  estimated  that  of  the  Hsu-chow  crop,  only  5,000  piculs 
arrived  at  Chinkiang,  less  than  half  the  quantity  expected.  Native 
opium  also  reaches  this  port  from  the  Chen-chow  district  in  Honan 
province,  and  from  I-chow  in  Shantung,  and  from  these  sources 
about  2,000  piculs  were  brought  down,  also  far  less  than  the 
amount  estimated.  A  full  crop,  however,  arrived  from  Ssu-ch'uan, 
but  this  opium  is  much  adulterated,  and  not  prized  so  highly  as 
the  other  native  varieties.  The  prices  during  1899  averaged 
700  taels  for  the  Malwa  drug,  for  Ssu-ch'uan  opium  300  taels, 
and  for  the  Hsti-chow  product  480  taels  per  picul  of  133  lbs. 

Regulations  came  into  force  in  April  last  under  which  the  Enforcement 
customs  carry  out  strictly  the  conditions  of  the  additional  article  jfg^Sww 
to  the  Chefoo  Treaty,  signed  in  1885,  respecting  opium.  At  present 
all  Indian  opium  must  be  repacked  and  divided  up  into  parcels  in 
bond  under  immediate  customs  supervision,  in  order  to  obtain 
transit  certificates.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  strict  enforcement 
of  this  system  will  put  a  stop  to  the  notorious  adulteration  of 
Indian  opium  that  has  existed  for  so  many  years. 

As  regards  foreign  miscellaneous  articles  the  tables  explain  Sundries, 
without  comment  the  state  of  the  trade  in  each  article. 

The  kerosene  oil  trade  is  growing  apace,  but  the  import  of  the  Kerosene  oiL 
Eussian  variety  is  developing  far  more  quickly  than  that  of  the 
American  product 

The  import  of  sugar  shows  a  falling-oflf,  but  the  sugar  imported  Sugar. 
(610)  A  3 
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is  in  reality  almost  entirely  native  sugar,  shipped  in  the  first  place 
to  Hong-Kong,  in  order  to  qualify  it  on  arrival  at  Chinkiang  for 
the  foreign  transit  pass.  Under  native  imports  it  will  be  noticed 
that  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in  this  article.  The  true 
signification  of  this  seems  to  be  that  as  far  as  sugar  is  concerned 
the  native  "  likin  "  has  been  reduced,  so  that  it  is  no  longer  profit- 
able to  pay  the  full  import  and  export  tariff  duty,  as  the  goods 
must  do  when  imported  vi&  Hong-Kong,  in  order  to  dodge  the 
**  likin  "  with  the  foreign  transit  pass. 

The  import  of  native  products  has  increased  about  20  per  cent., 
but  here  again  there  are  no  novel  features  that  seem  to  call  for 
comment. 

The  export  trade  of  the  port  shows  a  slight  decrease,  but  it  is 
obvious  that  the  foreign  customs  returns  cannot  show  the  true 
state  of  this  trade.  Koughly  speaking,  for  the  past  ten  years,  the 
imports  average  3,000,000/.,  whilst  exports  seldom  exceed  600,000/., 
unless  from  exceptional  reasons,  as  in  1895,  when  the  export  of 
grain  being  prohibited  from  Wuhu,  no  less  than  6,890,000  cwts.  of 
rice  valued  at  1,306,000/.  were  exported  from  this  port. 

This  great  difference  in  the  balance  of  trade  is  largely  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  shipment  of  large  quautities  of  agricultural 
produce  in  junks  to  Shanghai  and  Ningpo,  and  partly  by  the  fact 
that  districts  which  obtain  their  imports  from  Chitikiang  send 
their  exports  for  shipment  to  other  treaty  ports. 

This  year,  for  example,  although  there  has  been  an  excep- 
tionally tine  rice  harvest,  the  embargo  on  export  which  was 
declared  here  in  May  last  has  not  yet  been  removed.  Of  the 
rice  that  appears  in  the  returns  about  one-third  is  "  tribute  rice," 
and  the  remainder  part  of  the  1898  crop  shipped  before  the  pro- 
hibition was  put  in  force.  As  a  consequence  of  the  embargo,  rice 
from  the  Chinkiang  district  is  either  smuggled  away  in  junks,  or 
finds  its  way  to  Wuhu  for  shipment  in  foreign  steamers. 

One  of  the  chief  articles  of  export  from  Chinkiang  for  years 
past  has  been  ground-nuts,  which  are  shipped  vi&  Hong-Kong  to 
the  southern  ports  of  China,  but  the  trade  in  this  product  has 
been  rapidly  decreasing.  In  1897,  666,000  cwts.  were  exported, 
in  1898  the  export  fell  to  383,000  cwts.,  whilst  this  year  it  only 
amounts  to  220,000  cwts.  Bad  weather  interfered  with  this 
year's  harvest,  but  the  true  reason  for  the  falling-off  appears  to  be 
that  a  larger  and  better  nut  has  recently  been  successfully  grown 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tientsin. 

Situated  as  it  is  only  150  miles  or  so  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Yaugtse,  accessible  to  ocean  steamers  at  all  states  of  the  tide,  and 
at  the  junction  of  both  the  northern  and  southern  branches  of  the 
Grand  Canal  with  the  river,  one  would  naturally  expect  Chinkiang 
to  be  an  important  distributing  centre.  To  some  extent  it  has 
fulfilled  this  expectation,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Bourne,  in  his  report  on 
the  trade  of  Southern  and  Western  China,  dated  May,  1898,  notes 
that  the  transit  pass  system  works  more  eflSciently  here  than  at 
any  port  in  China.  During  the  year  under  review  out  of  a  totcil 
value  of    2,198,373/.  imports  of  foreign  origin,   no    less    than 
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1,474,098Z.  were  sent  into  the  interior  under  transit  pass,  and 
exports,  value  387,470Z.,  out  of  a  total  of  597,822/.,  were  brought 
down  in  the  same  way,  that  is,  approximately  65  per  cent,  of  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  port  is  transit  trade.  I  am  convinced,  how- 
ever, that  under  favourable  conditions  this  trade  is  capable  of 
enormous  expansion,  but  at  present  it  is  hampered  by  official 
exactions  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  almost  complete  neglect  of 
the  waterways  on  the  other. 

Between  Chinkiang  and  Huai-an,  on  the  Grand  Canal,  distant Litobarriew 
about  130  miles,  there  are  12 '' likin "  bamers,  from  Huai-an  to^^™^^ 
Pochow,  100  miles  further  on,  12  more. 

At  every  one  of  these  toll  of  some  description  is  levied,  ?*«^*jo^  ^"^ 
whether  the  goods  are  under  transit  pass  or  not.  Mr.  Bourne  ^^^ 
estimated  roughly  that  on  goods  going  inland  about  150  cash 
or  4d.  was  levied  on  each  pass  at  each  barrier.  Since  1898,  how- 
ever, the  "squeezes"  have  apparently  increased,  though  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  calculate  with  any  exactness  what  perceiftage 
goods  have  to  pay.  The  amount  demanded  at  each  barrier  varies ; 
sometimes  a  present  of  a  few  boxes  of  matches  or  a  handkerchief 
will  satisfy  the  official  on  duty,  whilst  more  rapacious  underlings 
require  samples  of  each  class  of  goods  carried.  At  some  barriers 
normally  a  fee  of  336  cash,  two-thirds  of  which  is  paid  nominally 
to  the  Conservancy  Board,  is  levied  on  each  pass ;  sometimes  a 
fixed  payment  per  boat-load  is  demanded,  whilst  again  at  other 
stations  so  much  per  package  or  per  picul  is  levied.  No  receipts 
are  given  in  any  case  for  exactions  of  this  kind. 

In  all  7,314  inland  passes  were  issued  by  the  customs  during  Number  of 
1899,  of  which  4,317  were  taken  out  by  British  subjects,  and  P*^"^  *'^^- 
only  1,099  by  Chinese,  yet  it  is  but  seldom  that  any  official  com- 
plaint reaches  this  Consulate,  the  reason  being  that  the  goods  are 
for  the  most  part  under  Chinese  ownership  before  leaving  the  port 
and  that  the  native  owners  are  restrained  by  fear  of  their  officials 
from  taking  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Outward  passes  are  treated  still  more  severely  by  the  authori-  Outward 
ties,  the  tax  levied  at  each  barrier  varying  from  7,300  cash  at  the  P^^ee. 
Huai-kuan  barrier  per  100  piculs  of  produce,  to  200  cash  at  the 
junction  of  the  Canal  with  the  river,  the  amount  gradually  increas- 
ing in  proportion  to  the  distance  from  Chinkiang,  and  the  average 
toll  being  about  1,500  cash  (35.  8d.). 

As  regards  the  neglect  of  the  waterways,  perhaps  the  following  N^ect  of 
notes  which  have  been  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  a  resident  who  ^*  '^*y»- 
has  been  engaged  in  running  steam  launches  on  the  inland  watei"s 
during  the  year  may  be  of  general  interest : — 

"  The  northern  branch  of  the  Canal,  from  Kuachow,  opposite 
Chinkiang,  to  Chingchiang-fu,  150  miles,  is  navigable  for  boats 
drawing  from  4  to  5  feet  from  April  to  Octx)ber ;  from  November 
to  March  there  are  shoals  at  Yangchow,  2  feet  for  3  miles  ;  Chieh- 
shou,  2  feet  for  2  miles ;  and  Huai-chen,  3  feet  for  2  miles.  The 
Canal  badly  wants  dredging,  and  the  sluices  should  be  attended  to. 
There  are  large  grants  for  this  purpose,  and  a  powerful  dredger  is 
provided,  but  the  money  nearly  all  goes  into  the  pocket  of  the 
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Shipping. 


Appearance 
of  Qerman 
flag". 


Absence  of 
}iulk  accom- 
modation  at 
Chinkiang. 


New  hulk 
sites  granted 
bj  Chinese 
authorities. 


Conservancy  officials.  If  the  Canal  were  dredged  and  put  in  good 
repair  an  inestimable  stimulus  would  be  given  to  the  trade  of  the 
district.  The  southern  branch  of  the  Canal  to  Soochow  is  closed 
to  navigation  between  Chinkiang  and  Changchow  from  November 
to  April.     It  is  always  open  between  Changchow  and  Soochow." 

nie  shipping  table  gives  a  largely  exaggerated  idea  of  the 
importance  of  the  trade  of  Chinkiang.  Under  the  Yangtze 
Emulations  ocean  steamers  must  deposit  their  roisters  at  t^eir 
respective  Consulates  either  at  Shanghai,  Woosung,  or  Chinkiang, 
and  on  receipts  of  the  Consular  application,  the  customs  grant 
a  "special  river  pass"  allowing  them  to  proceed  up  river.  Of 
the  steamers  that  call  here  for  a  pass,  a  few  take  in  cargo,  but  in 
any  case  they  are  included  in  the  customs  returns.  Then  again 
there  are  the  regular  river  steamers,  which  ply  between  Shanghai 
and  Hankow,  and  which  always  touch  at  Chinkiang  whether  there 
is  c^go  for  them  or  not. 

There  have  hitherto  been  six  steamship  companies  engaged 
in  the  ordinary  river  traffic,  the  three  principal  being  the  Indo- 
China,  the  China  Navigation,  and  the  China  Merchants'  Company, 
the  two  former  being  under  the  British,  the  latter  under  the 
Chinese  flag.  Of  the  other  companies  two  are  British  and  one 
Japanese. 

It  was  thought  that  the  year  1899  would  see  the  German  flag 
competing  for  a  share  of  the  regular  Yangtse  carrying  trade,  but 
the  German  river  boats  did  not  commence  running  until  early  in 
1900.  There  are  now,  March,  1900,  two  German  steamers  plying 
regularly  between  Shanghai  and  Hankow,  and  I  am  informed  that 
two  more  at  least  will  be  put  on  the  line  shortly. 

For  years  past  the  three  principal  steamship  companies, 
enumerated  above,  have  practically  held  a  joint  monopoly  of  the 
trade,  and  to  obviate  competition  between  themselves  are  under 
an  agreement  to  "pool"  their  profits.'  In  consequence  of  this 
arrangement  it  would  seem  that  to  some  extent  trade  has  been 
hampered,  complaints  of  high  rates  of  freight,  and  of  cargo  being 
shut  out  owing  to  insufficient  accommodation  being  frequent  in 
the  busy  season.  A  powei'ful  stimulus  to  the  trade  of  the  Yangtse 
Valley  as  a  whole  will  probably  be  given  by  the  competition 
engendered  by  the  establishment  of  the  new  German  line. 

As  far  as  Chinkiang  is  concerned,  the  absence  of  hulk  accom- 
modation has  for  some  years  past  prevented  any  new  steamship 
company  from  attempting  to  compete  with  the  established  lines. 
The  only  available  sites,  opposite  the  British  Concession,  which 
has  a  frontage  only  of  about  400  yards,  have  been  held  by  Messrs. 
Jardine,  Matheson  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Butterfield  and  Swire,  and 
Messrs.  McBain  and  Co.,  British  firms.  The  China  Merchants* 
Company  have  a  hulk  moored  about  300  yards  below  the  Con- 
cession, but  no  other  companies  until  the  present  year  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  like  privilege  from  the  Chinese 
authorities.  Recently,  however,  permission  has  been  granted  to 
two  companies,  Messrs.  Melchers  and  Co.,  German,  and  Messrs. 
Greaves  and  Co.,  British,  to  moor  hulks  under  the  supervision  of 
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the  customs,  on  either  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  southern  branch 
of  the  Canal,  and  to  connect  with  the  shore. 

Duiing  the  year  under  review  there  have  been  26  launches  inland 
running  under  the  Inlfoid  Navigation  Rules,  of  which  five  are  "^^g*^^"^ 
British,  five  American,  and  the  rest  Chinese.  These  launches  for. 
the  most  part  run  from  Chinkiang  to  Tangchow  and  Chingohiang- 
fu  on  the  northern  branch  of  the  Grand  Canal,  but  as  yet  their 
operations  are  confined  to  the  passenger  traffic.  There  is  no 
towing  of  cargo  boats.  The  Chinese  merchant  is  deterred  there- 
from by  the  opposition  of  his  own  officials,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  there  has  been  only  one  single  attempt,  in  1898,  almost 
immediately  after  the  inauguration  of  the  new  scheme,  on  the 
part  of  Europeans  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege. 

Even  imder  the  present  rules  if  British  merchants  were  to 
provide  special  launches  for  towing  cargo,  and  were  to  arrange 
that  their  goods,  for  a  few  trips  at  any  rate,  were  accompanied  by 
a  European  employ^,  able  to  speak  Chinese,  who  would  firmly 
refuse  to  pay  the  barrier  squeezes,  I  am  convinced  there  would  be 
a  great  improvement  in  the  trade,  and  in  this  way  a  death-blow 
could  be  dealt  at  the  "  likin  "  extortions.  It  is  absolutely  useless 
to  expect  that  any  initiative  in  this  direction  will  be  taken  by 
Chinese. 

A  new  industry  in  the  shape  of  a  canning  factory  has  been  Cathay 
established  here   during   the   past  year,  the  intention  being  to  a*"?'^^*^ 
supply  European   markets  with   tinned  meats,  more  especially   ^^  ^^ 
game  and  wild  fowL     The  agent  here  is  a  British  subject,  but 
there  is  a  French  "  artist "  in  charge  of  the  culinary  department. 
The  supply  of  wUd  fowl,  at  a  ridiculously  small  price,  is  practi- 
cally unlimited;    pheasants,  however,  are  getting  scarcer  each 
year. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  add  a  few  words  concerning  the  British 
extremely  satisfactory  condition  at  the  present  moment  of  the  Concession. 
British  Concession  which  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  the  elective 
municipal  council,  who  are  responsible  for  its  good  government. 
The  roads  are  well  kept  up,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  leave 
little  to  be  desired.  There  is  an  efficient  native  police  force, 
consisting  of  three  sergeants,  and  15  constables  under  the  control 
of  a  British  inspector,  and  although  there  are  more  than  1,600 
Chinese  living  in  the  Settlement,  there  is  practically  no  disorder. 
The  revenue  is  about  7,000  taels  annually,  and  the  normal 
expenditure  is  well  within  this  limit. 

In  conclusion  I  would  express  my  thanks  to  the  Commissioners  Conclusion, 
of  Customs  both  here  and  at  Nanking  for  their  courtesy  in  allow- 
ing me  the  use  of  their  returns,  and  for  the  valuable  information 
with  which  they  have  supplied  me. 
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Annex  L— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Foreign  Import  to 
Chinkiang  duiing  the  Years  1899-98. 


ArticlM. 


(a)  OOROW  CkMiM. 
Shirtliigs,  icrej 

T-dotha 
Drills,  RD«^th 

„     American 
Cotton  prints 

„      flannel 
lastings 

Jeans 

Sbeedngs,  EnffUita   ... 
„         American 

Turkey-reds 

Handkerchiefs 
Towels ...       M.       M« 
Dyed  sbeetlngs 

Chintzes        

Yam,  English 

„    Indian 

,.  Japanese  ... 
Cotton  prints  (Italian) 
Miscellaneous 

Total    


(b)  WooLUH  Goosa. 

Camlets  

Lastlnos         

Long  ells        

Spanish  stripes 

Broad-cloths 

Italians 

Woollen  yams 
Miscellaneous 

Total    


(c)  WnjJM. 

Iron,  naUrod 

M     bars       

„     wire      

»    old        

„     ware      

Tin-plates,  Ac 

Lead     

Copper,  dab,  sheeta  and  wire 

Steel     

Miscellaneous 

Total    ...       ^ 


Piaeea     ... 

ft74«6M 

76,588 

S.SftS 

It         ••• 

6«,6SS 

16,096 

„         ... 

51,276 

„         ••• 

50,202 

7,948 

,t         ... 

42.496 

II         ••• 

9,8U 

U,870 

11         >•• 

6,260 

25,175 

Doiens    ... 

29,686 

„ 

29,699 

Plaeea     ... 

66,216 

... 

8,052 

Cwta. 

911 

186,776 

11,*  82 

Fiicm  ::: 

39,493 

Pieces 


Cwts. 


Cwti. 


(d)  OrnTM. 


Malwa  ... 
Patna  ... 
Benares 


Total 


(e)  MiscxixAiraoiJB. 

Aniseed 

Bags    

Btehe-de-Mer 

Birds'  nests    

Coal     

Dyes,  aniline 


Lbi. 


Cwts. 
Pieces 
Cwts. 

Tons 


1899. 

Qnaatlty.  Value. 


241,129 

49,886 

1,618 

22,946 

7,485 

24,612 

18,076 

2,780 

29,578 

4,277 

87,516 

2.911 

9,049 

2,672 

1,854 

2,696 

2.416 

2,662 

513,486 

88,712 

26.677 

21,669 


1,059,199 


1,810 

2,858 

1,830 

1,895 

4.050 

8,841 

3.228 

6,053 

707 

2,969 

9,250 

9,708 

151 

2,280 

671 

84,008 

18,710 

8,871 

1,561 

6,712 

4,651 

88,827 

7,792 

2,384 

1,493 

807 

523 

6,584 

6,559 

1,078 

2,714 

22,710 

7,346 

4,5»8 

570,060 
5,920 
2,720 


1,006 

872,680 

2,i)90 

77 

10,431 


29,270 


49,887 


424,108 
8,841 
1,678 


429,617 


8,607 
8,563 
16,559 
3,409 
10,639 
13,149 


1898. 


Quantity. 


587,604 
64.701 

9,075 
82,065 
14,240 
58,651 
40,698 
11,567 
42,621 

6,720 
88,625 

5,100 
20,104 
20,427 
22,254 
68.871 
13,224 
638 
124,000 

2,265 
27,624 


Value. 


940 

1,611 

1,850 

1,832 

8,800 

2,600 

3,474 

6,200 

642 

2,562 

8,902 

9,480 

140 

1,834 

... 

511 

884,286 
6,880 
2,560 


660 

647,122 

2,419 

91 

16,807 


222.681 

89,780 

1.012 

29,570 

6,806 

26,560 

14.000 

8,956 

29,300 

2,784 

89,700 

2,400 

7,062 

1,605 

1,180 

8,641 

8.778 

1,822 

378,000 

9,353 

18,422 

15,888 


857,200 


26,570 


66,718 

21,090 

5,268 

1,944 

6,550 

4.242 

88,496 

7,424 

8,331 

1,788 

912 

1,128 

5,548 

8,835 

2,884 

*'Si2 

18,664 

7,202 

4,668 

58,475 


272,280 
4,211 
1,405 


278,986 


2,178 

4,706 
13,004 

8,800 
13,977 

8,065 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Foreign  Import  to  Chinkiang 
during  the  Years  1899-98— continued. 


Arddes. 

Pieces 
Cwts. 

Grose 

Cwts."     ... 

Mme        Z 
QaUons    ... 

cwS.    ::: 

II            ••• 

II 

•1            ••• 

II 

«*              ..• 

Boxes      ... 
Cwts.       ... 

II 

II 

II          ■• 

Pieces      ... 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.     |     Value. 

Fans    

iBinglaaa        

Lungwngans 

Medicines      

Mushrooms    

Mussels          

Needles          

Kerotene  oil,  American     ... 
^       „          Bussian         ... 
Pepper... 

fiattans          

Sandalwood 

Sapanwood     

Seaweed         

Sharks*  fins    

Silk  mixtures.^       

8osp 

Sugar,  brown...        '.'.[       ,',[ 

1.     white 

„     refined          .«       ... 

„     candy 

Telegraph  material 

Umbrellas      

5,255,805 

639 

8,663 

1,069,530 

"638 

6,895 

182,800 

6.849.120 

2,481,210 

4,138 

2,622 

30,941 

4,866 

27,820 

828 

120 

5,641 

240,810 

27,709 

117,978 

13,660 

67,020 

£ 

5,694 

2,442 

7,178 

37,849 

2,706 

4,090 

11,290 

5,861 

97,889 

47.270 

5,058 

2,514 

88,987 

2,769 

9,579 

4.782 

2,909 

338 

115,061 

18,208 

86,218 

15,610 

1,077 

8,016 

46,639 

4,372,104 

569 

6,691 

1,080,450 

"*667 
4,042 

4,716,700 

1,693,180 

3,045 

1,507 

26,405 

7,491 

24,404 

270 

96 

68.987 

249,501 

35,600 

124,635 

10,061 

58,'566 

£ 

4,222 
2,668 
2,980 

29,488 
2,284 
8,074 
7,187 
4,180 

91,642 

25.348 
8,363 
1,340 

81,660 
4,044 
8,407 
8,440 
2,166 
8,084 
126,821 

88,101 
103,360 

11.831 
6.500 
2,f09 

24.297 

Total    

Z 

630,400 

... 

682,605 

Grand  Total 

2,198,378 

... 

1,803.836 

Annex  II.— Kbturn  of  Import  of  Native  Products  to  Chinkiancr 
during  the  Years  1899-98.  ^ 


Articles. 

Cwts.       ... 
II 

Tons        Z 
Cwts. 

II 

f, 

II 

II 

If          ••• 

„ 

Ozs.'"      ... 
Cwts.       ... 

II          ••• 

II 

II          ••• 

II 

II          ••• 

II          ••• 

II 
II 
II          ••• 

Pieces 
Cwts. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Beans  

Cotton  cloth 

„     clothes         

„     yam 

Coal     ^ 

Dates   ...       

Fungus 

Grass  doth     

Hemp 

Indigo ...       ... 

Iron  pans       

Lung-ngans 

Medicines       

Musk 

Bean-oil          

Wood  oil 

Opium 

Paper    

Bice      

Seed,  lily  flower        

8llk,mw         

„    goods,  ^ 

Sugar,  brown ., 

II       white 

,,       candy 

TaUow 

Tobacco          

UmbreUas      

Varnish          

White  wax     

Wood  poles,  Ac 

Miscellaneous 

60,861 

8,479 

702 

5.614 

18,959 

8,498 

3,643 

6,421 

15.987 

20,767 

85,220 

4,932 

***4I9 

10,605 

193,702 

218 

7.229 

'8;734 
146 

2in 

257,341 

169,706 

7,562 

76,573 

86.438 

861,627 

2,002 

1,182 

... 

£ 

12,176 

16,364 

1,845 

16,119 

22,182 

4,709 

10,398 

24,809 

17,524 

13,077 

9,116 

9,197 

8,859 

630 

10,012 

200,134 

10.248 

6,400 

6;882 

6,967 

1&467 

128,216 

132,555 

8,577 

72,047 

116,223 

5.423 

11,3.^6 

14,820 

93,064 

60,810 

26,331 
2,740 
8,000 

13,100 
4,648 
6.282 
3,282 
4,800 

10,580 
5,100 

34,532 
3,700 

10,406 

3,047 

169,701 

60 

4,955 

20,681 

8,319 

175 

171 

166,603 

168,071 

8,951 

75,400 

73,590 

361,983 

1,941 

898 

£ 

6,322 

11,512 

5,512 

40,727 

8,987 

2,682 

10,C8C 

20,933 

11,810 

3,168 

6,801 

6,068 

6,636 

12,550 

2,704 

193,700 

2,189 

6,098 

6,646 

6,114 

6,280 

12,422 

84,000 

141,843 

10,628 

67,304 

108.000 

5.142 

9,912 

10,437 

29,634 

21,672 

Total    

... 

1,067,696 

... 

872,107 
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Annex  III. — ^Rbtubn  of  Exports  fittm  Chinkiang  during  the  Years 

1899-98. 


AitiolM. 

Cwts. 

„                              .M 
•«                              ••• 

„                              ... 
I>                              ••• 

cwtsr  ... 

n 

,,              ... 

Pleees 
Cwts.       ... 
„          ... 

1899. 

1808. 

Qnantltj. 

Value. 

Quantitr. 

Valne. 

Bean-oaka      •« 

Baans  and  peaa        

Dates -» 

Oround-nnt  caka     

Oround-nuts  ... 
Hidea,  cow  and  bnilklo 
Lilyllowen 

Oil,  trronnd-nnt       ^ 

jSc^'T^z   z   ::: 

Seed,  melon 

„    Miamom         

Silk,  raw        

,,   piece-goods      ...       .- 

Skins,  goat    

Tobacco-leaf 

Wheat 

Miscellaneoas 

58,557 
249,107 
22,164 
12,128 
219,300 
19,175 
83,704 

31V5I4 

6,771 

271,326 

6,873 

35,620 

479 

2.322 

643,331 

1,834 

16,125 

£ 

6,640 
60,636 
11,835 

1223 
71,843 
35,757 
74,882 
13,268 
29,390 

6.399 
61.537 

6.149 
10,326 
20,073 
136,848 
16,272 

1,803 

2;969 
50,960 

20,641 
103,652 
16,389 
64,690 
883,523 
12,310 
85,721 

49','511 

5,904 

227,124 

10,134 

33.263 

271 

3,829 

697,783 

7,796 

20,812 

£ 

2,354 
25,220 

6,600 

6,620 
106,n3 
20,411 
49,730 
12,220 
42,182 

5.460 
61.060 

7,642 
14,000 
10,103 
210,068 
15,780 

7,608 

4,144 
37,066 

Total    ...       

Lees  re-exports        

*.. 

616,810 
18,988 

... 

644,830 
14,651 

Met  export     

... 

597,822 

630,279 

Annex  IV. — Rbturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Chinkiang 
during  the  the  Year  1899.  (Including  Launches  under 
Inland  Navigation  Rules.) 

Enteked. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

iy>taL 

Nattonality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

American 

Oermaa 
Swedish  and  Noi^ 

wegian 

Danish      

Bussian     ... 
Belgian     ... 
Japanese  ... 
Cluneae     ... 

1,194 

"18 

32 

"'2 

2 

176 

312 

1,380,466 

17il64 

25,521 

4^532 

2,174 

78,683 

423,446 

'"8 
"'1 
900 

2;662 

"loe 

160,400 

18 

32 

1 

2 

2 

176 

1,212 

1,380,465 
2,552 
17,164 

25,521 
106 
4.532 
2.174 
78,683 
583,846 

Total      

„   for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

1,736 

1,931,986 

909 

168,060 

2,645 
2.286 

2,096,045 
1,766,224 

Steam  Launches  to  and  from  Inland  Waters. 
Entered. 


Nationalitj. 

Number  of 
YesselB. 

Tons. 

British 

American            

Chinese 

314 
192 
748 

4,096 
2,616 
8,394 

Total           

1,254 

16,108 

Note. — The  tables  for  yesselB  cleared  are  practicallj  identical. 
(76    7I00-H&S    610) 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Chef oo  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Tratman. 

(Heoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  June  11, 1900.) 

As  I  only  arrived  at  this  port  in  March,  1900,  my  report  on 
the  trade  of  Chefoo  for  1899  must  consist  mainly  of  statistics  and 
of  information  kindly  supplied  by  some  of  the  local  firms. 

In  converting  values  the  Haikwan  tael  has  been  reckoned  at 
is.  for  1898  and  1899. 

The   total  value  of  the  trade  for   1899  was  4,454,522t,  .an  Total  trade, 
increase  of  over  355,000/.  on  the  total  of  the  preceding  year  which 
itself  showed  an  advance  of  nearly  490,000Z.  on  the  hitherto  record 
year  of  1896.    The  increase  is  all  in  exports,  imports  showing  a 
decline. 

Indian  opium,  which  showed  an  increased  value  in  1898  of  Foreign 
some  17,000/.,  advanced  again  with  a  sudden  bound  of  nearly  Jnipoft*- 
90,000/.  to  a  value  of  139,347/.     The  increase  is  attributed  to  the  ^P^""*- 
total  failure  of  the  Shantung  poppy  crop. 

The  import  of  shirtings  which  reached  its  height  in   1898  Cottona. 
dropped  again  to  below  the  level  of  1896.     T-cloths  continue  on  m^'^|*' 
the  downward  grade,  and  the  Indian,  article  which  had  such  a 
boom  in  1897  has  this  year  practically  disappeared  from   the 
market.     On  the  other  hand  the  Japanese  T-cloth  continues  to 
meet  with  increasing  favour,  as  shown  by  the  advance  of  nearly  Drlllg. 
37,000  pieces.     English  and  American  drills  have  both  fallen  off, 
though  the  latter  maintain  their  complete  supremacy  over  the 
former.     English  jeans  continue  their  annual  drop  of  2,000  pieces,  Jeana. 
the  deficiency  being  about  made  up  by  Americans.     In  sheetings  Sheetings. 
English   still   dwindle,  while  Indian,  which  suddenly  fell  away 
from   over  336,000  pieces  in  1897  to  practical  extinction  in  the 
following  year,  show  some   faint  signs  of  recovery.     American 
sheetings,  which   more   than  filled  the  vacancy  caused   by  the 
disappearance  of  the  Indian  article,  have  steadied  down  a  little. 
Their  import  is  still  23  times  greater  than  that  of  the  English, 
Indian  and  Japanese  combined.     English  yarn  shows  no  improve-  ^*"'' 
ment,  whilst  Indian,  which  had  its  record  of  over  156,000  cwts.  in 
1896,  now  stands  at  1,200  cwts.    The  deKcienf^y  is  full3r  supplied 
by  til e  Japanese  article. 
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Laiye 
increase. 
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The  trade  in  woollens  and  metals  exhibits  little  change. 

The  import  of  foreign  coal  has  varied  little  since  1896,  and  the 
native  coal  from  Kaiping,  which  has  long  been  steadily  advancing 
on  its  foreign  rival,  now,  for  the  first  time,  has  passed  it  with  an 
import  of  30,472  tons.  Foreign  wheat  flour  came  in  to  the  value 
of  62,095/.,  as  against  16,384/.  in  1898.  Matches  not  of  Japanese 
origin  declined  by  one-half,  and  the  Japanese  article  showed  a 
small  falling-off,  but  yet  gave  a  total  of  1,272,050  groas.  Some  of 
the  brands  are  extremely  good  and  compare  not  unfavourably 
with  the  best  English  makes.  The  Sumatran  (Liingkat)  kerosene 
oil,  which  made  its  appearance  in  the  1898  returns  to  the  amount 
of  142,000  gallons,  has  (lisappeared  again  as  suddeuly  as  it  arrived. 
The  American  product  shows  a  falling-off  of  1,157,170  gallons, 
whilst  the  import  of  the  Russian  article,  tlioui^^h  still  conn>aratively 
small,  increased  by  over  292,000  gallons. 

The  introduction  of  Chinese-spun  cotton  yarn  inti>  this  district 
does  not  appear  to  promise  well.  In  1897,  when  the  import 
became  large  enough  to  merit  a  separate  entry  in  the  returns,  the 
amount  was  5,350  cwts.  This  mcrcased  in  the  following  year  to 
14,854  cwts.,  but  in  1899  the  figures  fell  to  7,290  cwts.  The 
result  of  the  Yellow  River  floods  and  bad  harvests  is  shown  in  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  import  of  rice  which,  rising  from  its 
normal  of  about  70,000  cwts.  to  118.000  cwts.  in  1898,  in  the  year 
under  review  mounted  up  to  over  743,000  cwts. 

Exports  show  the  large  increase  in  value  of  nearly  395,000/., 
the  main  advance  being  in  beancake  and  raw  yellow  silk.  These 
articles,  together  with  other  varieties  of  silk,  strawbraid  and 
vermicelli,  form  the  chief  exports.  The  export  of  5,150  head  of 
cattle,  valued  at  23,078/.,  is  to  be  noted.  These  beasts,  of  a  large 
and  sturdy  breed,  are  collected  from  the  interior  and  shipped  alive 
to  Port  Arthur  and  Vladivostok  for  the  use  of  the  Russian  troops. 
As  oxen  are  employed  in  China  mainly  for  agricultural  purposes, 
this  trade,  if  continued,  is  likely  to  cause  a  serious  drain  on  the 
province,  but  it  is  probable  that  just  at  present  the  Yellow  River 
floods  and  the  consequent  agi-icultural  distress  have  rendered  idle  a 
large  number  of  cattle  for  which  the  owners  are  only  too  glad  to 
find  a  profitable  market  Nearly  7,000,000  fresh  eggs  left  the  port 
in  1899,  mainly  for  Vladivostok. 

The  following  report  on  the  silk  trade  for  1899  has  been 
kindly  supplied  to  me  by  a  local  French  expert : — 

La  recolte  dans  le  Shantung  a  ^t^  cette  annexe  superieure  k  celle 
de  Tannic  demifere,  la  quality  laissant  cependant  k  d^sirer.  La 
demande  du  Continent  a  it^  bonne  et  a  fait  hausser  les  prix 
d6s  le  d^but  de  la  saison  de  |  pour  cent,  mais  la  hausse  a  vite 
atteint  -^^  pour  cent,  quelques  semaines  apris.  Les  fileurs  du 
Shantung  n'ayant  pas  malgr^  les  exemples  et  les  conseils  donnas 
am^lior^  leur  syst^me  de  filer  ni  diminud'le  tour  de  leurs  guindres, 
leur  soie  n'a  pu  profiter  de  la  hausse  totale  que  Ton  a  payee  pour 
les  Tsatlees,  filatures,  etc.,  et  qui  a  d^passd  parfois  35  pour  cent 
sur  les  prix  de  Tan  dernier.  La  soie  du  Shantung  a  toutefois 
trouv^  son  march^  un  pen  agrandi  en  Europe.     Les  Cantonnais 
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n'ayant  pas  d^s  le  debut  rdalisd  rimportance  du  mouvement  sont 
rest^s  en  arrifere.  En  somme  la  saison  a  it6  bonne  pour  le  cultiva- 
teur,  qui  a  realist  10  pour  cent,  de  plus  de  profit ;  bonne  aussi 
pour  le  fileur,  qui  a  realise  promptemeut  avec  une  moyenne  de 
20  pour  cent,  sur  les  prix  de  la  saison  demi^re ;  bonne  encore  pour 
rintermddiaire,  qui  a  vendu  k  des  prix  inesp(5rds  par  suite  de  la 
hausse  lente  mais  toujours  progressive.  La  recolte  des  cocons 
Tussah  en  Mandchourie  a  it&  ^galement  cette  annee  excellente  et 
sup^rieure  a  celle  de  Tannde  dernifere.  Malgrd  un  mouvement  du 
}\  la  speculation  (qui  ^choue  en  ce  moment)  les  prix  aprfes  avoir 
hauss^s  ont  un  mouvement  de  recul.  La  consommation  a  bien 
pay^  et  on  continue  de  payer  quelque  chose  de  plus,  mais  il  nous 
semble  que  la  rentr^e  en  favour  de  la  soie  Tussah  dans  la  consom- 
mation de  la  fabrique  ne  soit  pas  un  fait  accompli.  Tout  ce  que 
le  mouvement  specula tif  avait  donnd  comme  avance  de  prix  semble 
^tre  totalement  perdu.  Un  stock  de  5,000  balles  invendues  de 
Tann^e  demi^re,  une  recolte  de  14,000  balles  cette  saison  auraient 
du,  ce  nous  semble,  mettre  k  Tabri  du  mouvement  sp^culatif  dans 
cet  article.  Cela  a  fauss^  la  saison  totalement,  les  cocons  Tussah 
ont  etc  pay&  fort  chers  dans  Tint^rieur  et  pousst5s  k  des  prix 
extremes,  absurdes,  et  ce  sont  naturellement  toutes  les  petites 
filatures  du  Shantung  qui  auront  k  payer  les  pots  cassis.  Ce  qu'il 
y  a  d'important  et  de  nouveau  a  noter  pour  la  soie  de  Tussah  c'est 
la  vogue  grandissante  dont  elle  jouit  k  New  York.  Les  soies  de 
sept  et  de  huit  cocons  ont'  ^te  en  demande  constante  et  les  prix 
pay^s  ont  6t(^.  de  beaucoup  sup($rieurs  k  ceux  offerts  par  le  marche 
de  Lyon.  On  pent  pr(5voir  un  aggrandissement  s^rieux  de  la  con- 
sommation sur  ce  marchd.  Le  Japon  a  commence  par  des  achats 
pratiques  et  assez  nombreux  pour  un  ddbut,  k  prouver  qu'il 
pourrait  ^tre  aussi  un  client  sirieux.  La  fabrique  de  Moscou 
t&tonne  et  chercbe  sa  voie,  ce  sera  tres  probablement  un  client 
futur.  La  filature  des  cocons  Tussah  dans  le  Shantung  a  r&i,lise 
d'assez  beaux  benefices  et  il  s'est  cr^  plusieurs  filatures.  Les 
petites  filatures  natives  de  la  Mandchourie  ont  egalement  gagne 
mais  Tentremetteur  par  suite  de  la  baisse  constante  sur  cette  sorte 
de  soie  y  a  perdu  consid^mblement. 

I  have  been  courteously  furnished  by  a  British  firm  with  the  Strawbmid; 
following  report  on  strawbraid  : — 

Export  of  strawbraid  from  Chefoo  to  Shanghai  by  Chinese  for 
their  own  account  and  by  foreign  firms,  for  transhipiiient  to  London 
and  elsewhere,  amounted  to — 


Foreign 
Chinese 


Total 


Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

Bal6.«. 

7,629 

17,408 

Bales. 

7,221 

24,954 

24,982 

82,176 
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showing  during  the  year  a  decline  of  7,243  bales  The  Chinese- 
shipped  7,551  bales  less  than  in  1898,  wliile  the  foreigners  increased 
their  shipments  by  308  bales.  Business  between  the  Japanese 
and  Chinese  is  increasing.  1,685  bales  of  white  plaits  were  sliipped 
in  1899  direct  to  Japan,  partly  on  native  account  and  partly  t<v 
fill  orders  from  dealers  in  Japan,  and  when  compared  with  a  ship- 
ment of  1,273  bales  in  1898.  shows  an  increase  of  412  bales.  Split 
plain  braid  has  been  in  good  demand  throughout  the  year,  and  tbe^ 
demand  is  likely  to  continue  for  good  quality.  The  line  grades^ 
which  are  much  wanted,  are  scarce,  and  when  obtainable  fetch  a 
good  price.'  This  branch  of  the  plait  trade  has  been  largely  stimu- 
lated by  the  high  prices  that  apparently  can  be  paid  for  this  clas» 
of  braid  by  those  who  want  it.  The  production  has  naturally  in- 
creased. 2,768  bales  were  shipped  by  the  Chinese  alone  durinsc 
the  year.  In  white  plaits  the  demand  from  home  and  Continental 
markets  has  been  for  good  quality,  ^hich  did  not  require  bleaching,, 
coarse  grades  being  most  in  request.  Dyed  plaits  have  been  in 
strong  demand,  principally  in  coloured  plain  plaits.  In  mottled 
plaits  the  demand  has  been  for  the  finest  grades,  which  are  scarcer. 

The  quality  of  the  braid  in  general  improved  as  the  year  wore 
on,  as  the  Chinese  are  beginning  to  uiidei-stand  that  it  pays  to  tura 
out  a  good  article. 

This  improvement  in  quality  is  probably  responsible  for  the 
falling-off  in  quantity,  if  not  to  the  full,  at  any  rate  to  a  large  ex- 
tent. It  has  been  the  fashion  to  believe  that  the  tendency  of  the 
strawbraid  trade  was  to  drift  to  Shanghai,  but  the  returns  of  the 
year  just  closed  show  tliat  there  has  been  no  falling-off  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  in  the  quantities  passing  through 
the  hands  of  the  local  foreign  houses.  The  Chinese  find  that  tor 
all  good  qualities  of  braid  there  is  a  good  market  here,  but  the- 
greater  competition  at  Shanghai  will  doubtless  always  ensure  the 
shipment  to  that  market  of  a  considerable  preportion  of  the  biaid 
produced  in  the  district,  although  advantage  of  position  secures 
for  the  local  merchants  the  pick  of  the  qualities  brought  to- 
Chefoo. 

The  total  tonnage  which  entered  the  port  in  1899  was  1,362,512 
tons,  as  against  1,160,654  tons  in  1898.  Great  Britain  had  a  total 
entry  of  619  ships,  followed  by  China  with  409,  and  Germany  and 
Japan  with  203  and  201  respectively ;  Russia  showed  an  increase 
of  entries  from  26  to  160.  Of  the  total  tonnage.  Great  Britain 
figured  for  4415  per  cent. ;  China,  22*03  per  cent. ;  Japan,  13-8& 
per  cent.;  and  Germany,  11 '39  per  cent.  In  the  foreign  trade^ 
Japan  was  easily  first  with  52*60  per  cent.,  whilst  in  the  coast 
trade  Great  Britain  headed  the  list  with  53*78  per  cent. 

In  1899  a  steamer  under  the  British  flag  took  advantage  of  the 
new  Inland  Navigation  Ilegulations,  and  the  agents  report  as  follows 
on  the  undertaking : — 

The  China  Navigation  Company's  steamer  "  Hoangho "  was 
employed  last  year  from  the  beginning  of  August  until  the  seasca 
closed  at  the  end  of  November  in  the  Gulf  of  Pechile  trade,  and 
met  with  an  encouraging  measure  of  success.    The  Chinese  showed 
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perfect  willingness  to  use  the  steamer,  and  no  difficulties  were 
placed  in  the  vesseFs  way.  Junks  probably  secure  preferential 
treatment  at  the  Chinese  customs,  but  the  extent  to  which  they 
benelit  as  compared  with  the  steamer  owned  by  foreigners  cannot  be 
known,  duty  on  cargo  carried  by  junks  being  bargained  for  by  the 
owners  of  the  vessels,  who  arrange  with  the  officials  of  the  native 
custom-house  for  the  payment  of  a  lump  sum  on  the  whole  cargo. 
Shipments  by  steamers  are  liable  to  pay  tariff  rates  of  duty,  and 
shippers  are  put  to  the  trouble  of  making  their  own  arrangements 
with  the  native  customs.  But  the  greater  security  of  shipping  by 
a  foreign-owned  steamer,  and  the  greater  punctuality  in  the  de- 
livery of  cargoes,  appear  to  be  counter-attractions  of  even  greater 
force  than  the  disadvantage  just  mentioned. 

In  concluding  this  brief  report  I  have  to  express  my  best 
thanks  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  for  access  to  the  returns 
of  his  office. 
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Annex  I. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Chefoo 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


ArddM. 

1 

1898. 

QuanUtj.  I 

Value.     ' 

QoanUty. 

Valne. 

4 

£ 

Fordffo  imporu— 

Oplaiu,  Indian 

Cwts. 

1,684 

139,347 

691 

49.996 

Coltona- 
Shirtingt- 
Grer,  plain 

Pieces      ... 

271,287 

89,163 

306,209 

97.422 

White,  plain         

„          ... 

78,766 

28,811 

73,7»  8 

26.096 

II          ••• 

15,194 

6,932 

7,366 

3,612 

„ 

8.696 

4.831 

14,204 

6.432 

THdocha         .^       

108,290 

30,289 

161,303 

46^991 

Indian         ^       

,1          .•• 

776 

203 

2,272 

681 

Japanaaa     m«       

,, 

68,176 

16,284 

21,366 

6,222 

DiiUi- 

BngUth       .»       

II 

8,786 

4,188 

10,310 

6,114 

Amailoan    „*      

,.          *.• 

180,484 

68,462 

163,647 

87,466 

Jeans— 

FjtgUdl       

, 

2,020 

90.^ 

4,410 

1,575 

It          ••• 

8,210 

3.966 

7,980 

3,391 

ShfeUngS' 

Bn^llah       

•  • 

12,688 

6.672 

17,600 

8,906 

IndUn         

»»          ••• 

8,847 

1,678 

600 

288 

American 

ti          ••• 

488,771 

226,206 

643,470 

292,102 

Japaneee     

ti 

8,040 

1.444 

1,760 

836 

ChinUei  and  fnmltiures     ... 

i» 

48,213 

14,710 

61,280 

16,031 

Tnrkey-Kd     

,1 

22,331 

8.308 

29,928 

11,479 

Lasting*         

„ 

37,908 

22.679 

84.036 

20,154 

Italians 

•, 

63,916 

28,468 

60,864 

26,713 

ToweU 

Dosen      ... 

63,261 

2,873 

68,129 

3,623 

,,       Japanese      

t> 

4,983 

399 

6,813 

454 

Tarn- 

English       

Indian         

Cwts.       ... 

1,211 

3,306 

1,696 

4,636 

11           ••• 

21,014 

67,143 

68,316 

156,862 

Japanese     

II 

166,072 

437,311 

217,076 

661,012 

Woollens— 

LasliuRt         

Pieces      ... 

3,281 

4,568 

2,602 

3,739 

Italian  cloth 

ti 

6,986 

6,139 

4,063 

4,586 

MeUlB— 

Iron— 

Nail  rod 

Tons 

1,2«8 

9,226 

2,116 

13,979 

Bar 

fi           ••• 

300 

2,043 

420 

2,703 

Old 

,, 

7,892 

81,286 

9.646 

38,458 

Sundries— 

Coal,  foreign 

Dyes,  anUuie 

II 

29,860 

32,450 
18,900 

28,668 

39,756 
17,899 

Flour,  wheat 

... 

62,096 

... 

16,384 

Matches         

Grofs 

&5i766 

7,863 

110,893 

14.826 

,,        Japanese 

II 

1,272,060 

36,341 

1,366,838 

39,881 

Kerosene- 

American    

Gallons    ... 

8,342,890 

71,862 

4,500,060 

90,210 

Japanese     ...        

ti 

401,160 

t^,'i25 

109,940 

l,7b9 

Seaiieed         

Cwts.       ... 

69,044 

16,662 

80,726 

1«*,060 

Sugar- 

Brown         

It 

133,676 

66,767 

83,0-26 

39,820 

White          

70,146 

48,835 

62,530 

34,071 

Beflxied        

ti           •*• 

26,426 

2U,602 

31,618 

24,386 

Native  imports — 

Coal,  Kalping 

Tons 

30,472 

22,8M 

23,496 

17,621 

Cloth        

Cwtt. 

2,4M) 

12,432 

3,065 

16,450 

Cotton,  raw       

••           ••• 

10,128 

17,8«2 

44,642 

80,904 

Cotton  yam,  Shanghai 

,,           ... 

7,290 

18,376 

14,854 

"•'iXi 

Pnper      ... 

•I           ♦ 

68,212 

71,635 

90,551 

82,892 

Bice        

ft 

74;),466 

318,630 

118.609 

48,574 

Blown 

i»           •  • 

100,609 

61,709 

86,706 

41,405 

White 

II 

62,421 

36,284 

41,920 

27,624 

Other  imports 

712,954 

... 

662,727 

Total 

2,910,163 

... 

2,949,638 
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Amiex  11.— Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Cliefoo 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Artidet. 


Beancake    

1  Cwts. 

Beans,  Tarloos 

1 

CalUe          

1  Number 

Eggs,  freih 

Pieces 

Ground-nuts 

'  Cwts. 

Ground-nut  oil     ... 

„ 

Silk- 

I 

Baw,  white 

'     ,, 

„     yellow      ... 

!     „ 

..     wild 

Bifuae     

1     J, 

Piece-goods 

••        •••       11 

Pongees 

,, 

Strawbreid 

1      ,, 

VennicelU 

••        •••'      II 

Other  exports 

Total 


1899. 


Quantity. 


1,255,496 
47,868 
5,150 

6,927,8S4 
81,054 
89,582 
10,400 

370 

10,311 

7,851 

14,142 

98 

8,495 

86,870 

174,400 


Value. 


£ 
236,988 
15,537 
28,078 
7,143 
21,806 
40,117 
15,308 

13,151 
352,fV37 
220,095 

33,612 
6,834 

68,760 
178,545 
150,096 
165,749 


1,544,859 


Qotmlity. 


1,161,384 

92,570 

5,905J005 
86,936 
53,078 
13,521 


2,259 

7,148 

10,275 

182 

2,600 

45,221 

165,896 


Value. 


£ 
185,682 
28,220 

'4,'800 
22,154 
49,372 
17,782 

2,711 

71,506 

218,469 

27,722 

13,439 

46,567 

206,306 

123,387 

131,828 


1,149,395 


Annex  III. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Chefoo 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Flag. 

Number  of  ! 
Vessels.    | 

Tons. 
9,645 

l',503 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Chinese     

German     

Japanese 

Bussian     

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

American  ... 
Other  dags 

14 

"i 

6r5 
409 
203 
201 
160 

46 
2 
6 

592,141 
800,220 
155,208 
188,795 
71,996 

87,152 
1,774 
4,188 

619 
409 
203 
201 
J60 

46 
3 
5 

601,686 
800,220 
155,208 
188,795 
71,996 

87,152 
8,277 
4,188 

ToUl      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

15 

12          I 

11,048 
8.299 

1,631 
1,269 

1,851,464 
1,152,855 

1,646 
1.281 

1,362,512 
1,160,654 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

nag. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BriUsh      

14 

9,545 

606 

592,500 

1         619 

602,045 

Chinese     

... 

... 

408 

800,S02 

1          408 

£00,802 

German     

... 

208 

155,208 

'          208 

1 53,703  • 

Japanese 

••. 

••• 

202 

189,540 

202 

189,640 

Russian     

... 

169 

71,9H4 

[          169 

71,994 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

... 

46 

87,162 

1            46 

87,162 

American 

1 

1,508 

2 

1,774 

,             » 

3,277 

other  flags 

... 

... 

5 

4,188 

'             5 

4,188 

ToUl      

15 

11,048 

1,630 

1,362,648 

1,645 

1,868,696 

„   for  the  year 

preceding     ... 

16 

9,699 

1,267 

1,160,084 

1,282 

1,159,788 
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Beport  on  the  Trade  of  Tpyntsinfor  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Carles. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  OlBce,  June  19,  1900.) 


The  trade  of  Tientsin  shows  a  very  satisfactory  advance  in  Review  of 
every  direction.  The  advance  is  not  of  modern  date,  but  has  J^Jj*"*^®  *" 
continued  steadily  for  years,  and  has  been  more  especially  pro- 
nounced since  1888.  Since  1868  there  has  been  only  one  year, 
1892,  in  >¥hich  the  net  total  of  trade  has  not  shown  an  increase  ; 
there  has  not  been  one  year  in  which  there  has  not  been  advance 
in  either  foreign  or  native  imports,  or  else  in  expoits,  and  in 
several  years  such  as  1895,  1898,  and  1899,  each  oi  these  three 
branches  has  shown  a  large  advance.  The  trade  of  1895-96,  was 
almost  double  the  totals  of  the  years  1885-86,  that  of  1897  was 
more  than  double  that  of  1887  ;  in  1898  the  advance  on  1888 
was  still  more  considerable,  and  in  1899  the  improvement  on  1889 
was  more  than  150  per  cent. 

The  improvement  has  been  least  marked  in  native  imports 
which  showed  no  improvement  on  the  returns  of  1877  until  1894, 
but  foreign  imports  have  improved  every  year  except  in  1892 
since  1888,  and  exports  have  grown  stiU  more  rapidly  though  not 
quite  so  constantly,  1893  and  1896  being  exceptions  to  the  rule. 

The  following  table  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
advance  in  millions  of  Haikwan  taels  : — 


MiUioQS  of  Haikwan  Taels. 

1887. 

1 
1888.        1S89.        1897.    |     1898. 

1899. 

Net  foreign  importa  . . 
,     native        „ 
Exports 

18-7 

10-4 

4-4 

18-6         16-3         80-2 

10-6          111          13-8 

.     8-7           4-7         11-0 

82-5 

18-8 
12-0 

39-2 
22*8 
15-7 

Net  total 

28-6 

27-9         81-2         66-0 

i 

63  0 

77-6 

When  it  is  remembered  that  Peking,  of  which  Tientsin  is  the 
port,  is  the  only  city  in  the  Empire  of  China  which  is  closed  to 
foreign  trade,  and  that  Chih  Li  is  in  itself  a  poor  province  which 
(623)  A  2 
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produces  few  articles  that  are  suited  to  the  foreign  market,  tlie 
growth  in  the  tnide  of  this  port  is  the  more  remarkable. 

The  factors  whicli  have  had  the  greatest  influence  in  il3 
])rospeTity  are  cliiefly  the  energy  of  the  foreign  merchants  who 
have  sought  in  many  directions  to  encourage  an  export  trade  in 
articles  which  before  the  opening  of  the  port  to  foreign  trade  were 
of  little  account;  the  enlightened  policy  pursued  by  H.R  Li 
Hung  Chang,  during  his  long  tenure  of  office  as  viceroy  of  the 
province  towards  the  development  of  trade  ;  the  proximity  of  the 
foreign  legations  and  the  attention  thus  given  to  the  prevention 
of  the  curtailment  of  treaty  privileges,  and  more  recently  the 
establishment  of  foreign  banks,  and  finally  the  construction  of 
railroads. 

At  a  time  when  so  much  criticism  is  devoted  to  the  metho<l3 
of  British  trade,  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  here  at  any  rate  in 
the  development  of  export  trade,  in  the  establishment  of  banks 
and  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  Britishei-s  have  been  the  first 
on  the  field  and  afterwards  have  carried  on  their  work  success- 
fully. 

The  importance  of  Tientsin  as  a  commercial  centre  is  frequently 
attributed  to  its  Ijeing  the  port  of  Peking,  the  capital  of  China, 
and  the  gate  of  approach  to  Mongolia  and  Siberia.  A  cursory 
glance  at  the  map  of  China  is  likely  to  encourage  this  idea,  but 
the  tract  of  country  fed  by  Tientsin  is  far  more  extensive  than 
this,  and  is  practically  the  whole  of  that  part  of  China  which  lies 
to  the  north  of  the  Yellow  Eiver,  extending  as  far  west  as  the 
boarders  of  Thibet  and  also  including  a  large  portion  of  Kan  Su 
to  the  south  of  that  river. 

The  ports  of  Chefoo  and  Kiaochou  in  Shantung  have  no  trade 
except  with  the  country  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood.  The 
geographical  conditions  of  Shantung  hamper  free  comnmnicatiou 
between  the  east  and  west  of  the  province.  The  west  of  Shantung 
has  but  two  large  outlets,  Shanghai  and  Tientsin,  and  the  Yellow 
River  constitutes  the  line  of  demarcation  between  these  two  fields 
of  commerce. 

In  spite,  therefore,  of  Tientsin  lying  far  to  the  north  of  Shan- 
tiyag,  it  is  practically  the  sole  port  for  all  that  part  of  the  province 
to  the  north  of  the  Yellow  River.  The  trade  of  that  part  of  the 
province  is  almost  exclusively  with  Tientsin  along  the  Grand 
Canal  or  more  properly  speaking  the  Wei  River. 

This  river  is  the  main  artery  for  trade,  not  only  between 
Tientsin  and  North  Shan  Tung,  but  also  between  Tientsin  and 
north  Honan  and  southern  Shansi.  From  below  the  point  where 
the  Grand  Canal  joins  its  channel  near  Liu  Tsing  Hsien,  the  Wei 
River  has  a  uniform  depth  of  from  8  to  9  feet,  and  steam  launches 
will  undoubtedly  be  able  to  travel  up  the  river  far  beyond  Liu 
Tsing  into  North  Honan,  certainly  as  far  as  the  important  market 
town  Tao  Kou  Chen,  and  probably  beyond  Wei-hui  Fu  towards 
the  rich  lands  of  Huai  King  Fu. 

The  importance  of  this  route  to  Shansi  is  the  more  evident 
when  it  i&  borne  in  mind  that  the  trend  of  the  mountain  ranges 
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in  Shansi  is  north  and  south,  and  that  in  consequence  the  trade  Trade  roviM 
routes  from  east  to  west,  with  one  exception  lie  to  the  north  and  in  8l»iiiL 
^outh  of  the  province  in  order  to  avoid  the  constant  crossing  of 
valleys  and  mountains.  The  one  exception  is  the  route  from  Tai 
yuan  Fu  to  Cheng-tung  Fu  vii  Huai  Lu  Hsien.  A  pitiful  picture 
of  the  inadequacy  of  this  route  to  bear  any  great  strain  was  drawn 
by  Mr.  E.  J.  Foixest,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Tientsin,  in  a  report 
addressed  to  the  China  Famine  Relief  Fund  in  1879. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  the  railroads  now  in  course  of 
construction  or  under  consideration  will  alter  the  existing  state 
of  things.  At  present  the  difficulties  encountered  in  traversing 
Shansi  lead  to  a  large  part  of  the  trade  with  the  north-west, 
instead  of  following  the  directed  route  through  Shan  Si,  passing 
northwards  via  Kalgan  and  Kuei-hua-cheng  over  the  level  plains 
of  the  Mongolian  plateau  to  Pao-tou  on  the  Yellow  River,  where 
it  meets  the  other  trade  route  through  Shansi.  This  is  more 
especially  the  case  wiih  goods  carried  west.  Produce  brought 
from  the  west  sometimes  follows  the  leveller  route  through 
Mongolia,  but  not  unfrequently  descends  through  Central  Shansi. 
The  choice  of  route  apparently  depends  largely  on  the  weather. 

Tientsin  is  thus  the  key  to  the  markets  of  East  Turkestan  and  Tieotsin  th» 
Tibet,  and  the  development  of  the  trade  of  Tientsin  within  the  ]^,®y  *i**J* 
last  six  years  is  largely  due  to  this  fact  having  been  realised.     At 
the  present  day  foreign  merchants  in  Tientsin  have  their  agents 
buying  produce  for  them  in  the  extreme  west  of  Kan  Su,  and  on  Commercial 
the  borders  of  the  Tsaidam,  and  Consuls  at  Tientsin  are  in  corre-  ^^^^  *" 
spondence  on  trade  questions  with  the  viceroy  at  Lan-chou  Fu  in  ** 

Kansu. 

This  trade  is  the  more  interesting  as  it  may  safely  be  said  that 
over  60  per  cent,  of  it  is  in  British  hands  and  it  owes  its  origin 
entirely  to  British  merchants.  ^ 

A  peculiar  feature  of  the  trade  is  that  the  purchases  are  made  P»yment» 
entirely  in  silver.     It  might  have  been  expected  that  the  position  "?*^*  ""* 
of  these  agents  in  the  Far  West,  resembling  that  of  the  Hudson  '^  ^*'' 
Bay  Company's  stations  in  North  Canada,  would  have  led  to  a 
system  similar  to  that  followed  by  that   company's    agents,  of 
bartering  goods.     But  it  appears  that  a  large  part  of  the  camels 
employed  in  the  carrying  trade  to  Tientsin  do  not  return  direct 
but  carry  brick  tea  to  Siberia  and  thence  find  their  way  unladen 
back  to  the  Far  West.    The  complete  subversion  of  the  present 
tea-carrying  trade,  which  will  follow  on  the  opening  of  the  trans- 
Siberian  Railroad,  will  doubtless  produce  a  change  in  the   not 
ilistant  future  and  will  lead  to  camels  being  laden  at  Tientsin  with 
foreign  goods  for  the  West  and  also  to  the  cheapening  of  the 
carriage  of  goods  taken  thither. 

One  branch  of  the  development  of  the  trade  at  Tientsin  is  due  Promotion 
to  the  construction  of  the  railroad  to  Shan-hai-kuan  and  thence  *'*^® 
east  to  Chinchou.     The  connection  beyond  it  with  Newchwang  ^^^  ^y 
has  only  been  formed  this  year  and,  therefore,  can  hardly  be  taken  railroads, 
into  consideration  as  yet.     But  already  contracts  have  been  made 
(G2S)  A  3 
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for  the  transport  of  90,000  coolies  from  Tientsin  to  work  on  the 
Itussian  line  in  Manchuria. 

An  extension  which  is  now  being  made  north-east  to  Sin-ming- 
ting  is  confidently  expected  to  produce  an  immense  freight  trade 
in  grains.  The  country  traversed  has  only  recently  been  settled 
and  is  comparatively  unknown,  as  it  is  off  the  main  routes  of 
travel,  but  its  agricultural  wealth  is  described  as  immense  by  the 
engineers  who  liave  been  employed  on  the  line. 

It  is  astonishing  to  see  the  movement  of  goods  and  passengers 
which  lias  followed  on  the  construction  of  the  railroad  which  waa 
built  mainly  for  military  purposes  to  Shan-haikwan  and  Chin- 
chou.  The  district  traversed  lies  l)etween  the  sea  and  the  range 
of  mountains  which  forms  the  outworks  of  the  Mongolian  plateau. 
North  of  the  mountains  lies  a  country  which  was  not  expected  to 
add  to  the  trade  of  this  port.  Bordering  the  sea  is  a  melancholy 
belt  of  mud  flats,  very  sparsely  inhabited,  and  there  is  no  port  of 
importance  between  the  mouth  of  the  Peh  Tang  River  and  Shan- 
haikwan. 

The  strip  of  country  traversed  by  the  line  is,  however,  thickly 
populated.  Part  of  it  is  very  fertile,  producing  rich  crops  of 
vegetables  and  millet,  and  the  poorer  lands  have  been  turned  to 
account  for  the  growth  of  peanuts,  which  form  one  of  the  large 
items  of  export,  not  only  for  the  table  but  also  for  the  oil  which 
is  extracted  from  them. 

The  long  trains  on  the  line  are  packed  with  Chinese  passengers 
and  carry  many  trucks  of  miscellaneous  produce,  in  addition  to 
the  coal  put  out  from  the  mines  at  Tangshan  and  Lin  Si. 

The  mine  at  Tangshan  was  the  first  excuse  for  the  construction 
of  this  line.  It  should  never  be  forgotten  how  much  credit  is  due 
for  its  existence  to  the  first  director  of  the  mines,  the  late  Mr. 
Tang-king-sing,  to  the  two  British  engineers,  Messrs.  Kinder  and 
Bamett,  and  to  the  active  support  of  the  former  Viceroy,  Hia 
Excellency  Li  Hung  Chang. 

In  1881  the  first  beginnings  were  made  in  a  line  from  the  mine 
to  a  basin  on  a  canal  at  Hsii-ko-chuang.  The  line  was  of 
4  feet  8J  inches  gauge,  which  has  been  maintained  throughout 
but  no  locomotive  was  used  at  first,  and  the  first  locomotive  was 
built  in  secrecy,  and  was  a  marvel  as  a  masterpiece  of  makeshifts. 
In  1882  two  Stephenson  locomotives  were  put  to  work.  In  1886 
the  line  was  carried  on  to  Lutai,  27  miles.  There  the  coal  could 
be  put  on  larger  boats  than  previously  and  was  more  readily  sent 
to  sea.  In  the  spring  of  1887  the  China  Railway  Company  waa 
formed  and  the  line  was  extended  to  Tientsin  via  Tangku,  a  work 
which  was  not  finished  until  August,  1888.  In  1890  an  extension 
was  made  eastward  to  Kuyi  to  feed  the  Linsi  coal  mines. 

The  extension  was  carried  on  in  1892  to  Lanchou,  in  1893  to 
Shan-haikwan.  The  war  with  Japan  prevented  its  completion  to 
Chung-hou  so  before  1897.  Kaochiao  was  reached  in  1898,  Chin- 
chou  m  1899,  and  Newchwang  in  the  early  months  of  this  year. 

Meanwhile,  in  1896  work  was  begun  on  the  line  from  Tientsin 
to  Peking,  and  a  single  line  to  Machiapu,  the  station  outside 
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Peking  was  completed  in  1897.  In  1898  the  line  from  Tientsin 
to  Machiapu  was  doubled.  In  1897  work  was  begun  on  the  line 
from  Peking  to  the  South  of  China,  and  in  February,  1899,  trains 
were  running  to  Paotingfu.  Mr.  Kinder  was  was  not  allowed  to 
carry  on  the  lines  beyond  this  point,  as  the  Belgian  syndicate  took 
over  the  line,  which  was  formally  handed  over  to  them  in 
January,  1900. 

It  cannot  be  realised  except  by  those  who  have  been  long 
resident  in  China  how  much  energy,  perseverance,  and  honesty  are 
implied  in  the  realisation  of  the  construction  by  Mr,  Kinder  of 
these  650  miles  of  railroad,  through  20  years  of  obstruction  and 
difficulties  of  every  kind. 

Work  now  is  going  on  towards,  the  construction  of  the  line  Belgian  line 
from  Paoting-fu  to  Cheng-ting-fu  (100  miles),  but,  as  there  is  a  *<>  **^®  ■<>°**^- 
good  deal  of  bridging  to  be  done  it  will  probably  be  months  at 
least  before  the  line  will  be  complete.  Bails  are  laid  a  little 
beyond  the  town  of  Fang-shan-chiao,  20  miles  from  Paoting,  and 
constniction  trains  are  running  to  that  point,  but  there  are  no 
passenger  trains  running  south  of  Pao  ting  fu. 

The  route  traversed  by  tliis  line  which  closely  follows  the  old  Advantageou* 
main  road  to  the  south  is  of  great  importance.  Large  towns  of  position  of. 
considerable  size  lie  close  together.  The  country  is  very  rich,  and 
densely  populated,  and  the  line  meets  the  two  great  streams  of 
traffic  from  Shansi  with  Peking,  viz.,  that  from  the  centre  of  the 
province  by  Huai-lu-Hsien  and  that  from  the  south  of  the  province 
which  passes  through  North  Honan. 

The  country  which  borders  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Shansi 
is  distinctly  richer  than  that  which  lies  nearer  to  the  sea.  The 
railroad,  therefore,  will  not  only  connect  with  two  great  trade 
routes  to  the  West,  but  itself  be  fed  from  a  populous  and  wealthy 
district.  The  town  of  Chichou,  near  which  it  passes,  is  noticeable 
as  the  centre  of  the  drug  trade.  Medicines  from  the  north  are 
generally  carried  to  this  town  even  if  intended  eventually  for 
export  from  Tientsin.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  why  this  town 
should  have  become  the  centre  of  this  particular  trade. 

There  are  many  towns  in  China  which  have  a  considerable 
local  importance  in  special  trades,  of  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  what  was  the  cause  which  led  to  the  trade  centering  in 
that  particular  place.  For  instance,  at  Shen-chou,  a  town  south- 
east of  Chichou,  there  is  an  important  trade  in  timber,  though 
the  town  lies  off  the  main  roads  and  little  timber  is  grown  in  its 
vicinity. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  estimate  accurately  the  income  income  of 
of  the  Imperial  railway  between  Peking  and  Newchwang  with  its  Imperial 
branches,  as  the  main  line  has  only  recently  been  completed  and  railways. 
work  is  still  continuing  on  the  completion  of  the  bridges  and  on 
the  construction  of  the  branch  to  Sin  Ming  Ting.      But  even  in 
the  past  12  months  the  receipts  have  been  sufficient  to  cover  all 
the  expenditure  entailed  by  its  working  and  by  the  charges  on  the 
line. 

Of  these  charges  the  most  considerable  is  the  interest  of  5  per  Charges  on. 
(623)  A  4 
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cent,  on  the  bonds  for  2,300,000/.  negotiated  by  the  British- 
Chinese  Corporation.  This  sura,  115,000/.,  is  further  increased 
by  banking  charges  and  amounts  in  all  to  822,000  taels,  which  is  a 
first  charge  on  the  gross  receipts  for  the  year,  which  are  about 
2,116,000  taels.  The  working  expenses  cannot  be  accurately  gauged, 
but  probably  do  not  exceed  46  per  cent.  There  is,  tlierefore,  even 
on  the  first  year  an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure,  even  with- 
out including  the  sum  of  200,000  taels,  which  is  allocated  by  the 
Chinese  Government  annually  for  a  term  of  10  years  towards 
provision  for  any  deficit,  and  is  derived  from  the  revenues  of 
provincial  governments. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  on  the  line  was 
2,174,808,  of  whom  .'56,843  were  first-class  passengers  and 
2,137,965  travelled  by  second-class.  The  charge  per  mile  for 
first-class  passengers  is  20  big  cash  and  for  second  class  10  big 
cash,  or  say  \<L  and  ^d.  respectively. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  is  given  as  722,428  tons.  These 
figures,  however,  are  not  to  be  relied  upon.  The  management  of 
freight  traffic  is  very  defective  and  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  Chinese,  with  the  result  that  peculation  exists  on  a  large  scale. 
There  are  very  few  persons  who  have  had  any  experience  of  the 
freight  traffic,  who  cannot  quote  instances  of  attempted  over- 
charge, not  in  the  interest  of  the  company. 

The  charges  for  freight  vary  according  to  the  class  of  goods 
and  special  rates  are  allowed  to  the  Chinese  Engineering  and 
Mining  Company,  but  it  may  safely  be  stated  that  minerals  do 
not  pay  more  than  ^d.  per  ton  per  mile. 

Of  the  line  itself,  the  portion  between  Tientsin  and  Peking 
which  is  a  double  line,  is  laid  on  85  lbs.  rails.  On  the  remainder 
of  the  line  60  lbs.  rails  are  used.  The  engines  running  on  the 
Peking  line  are  of  100  tons  (with  tender).  The  freight  cars  are 
of  20  and  30  tons  capacity  for  general  cargo  and  minerals.  Care 
of  10  tons  are  used  for  carrying  coal  to  the  wharves.  The  trains, 
as  a  rule,  do  not  exceed  500  tons  freight,  and  the  speed  of  express 
trains  is  about  25  miles  per  hour. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  railways,  it  is  necessary  to  refer 
to  the  branch  line  which  will  probably  be  constructed  in  the 
north  east  of  this  province  to  connect  with  the  coal  mines  at 
Nan-piao.  Borings  are  being  worked  there  by  the  British-Chin  i&e 
Corporation,  and  if  the  results  are  promisintr,  a  line  will  be  con- 
structed to  connect  the  mines  with  the  main  line  near  Chinchou. 
This  coal  will  probably  find  its  port  of  exgort  at  Newchwang. 

The  Tangshan  mines  have  been  worked  for  over  20  years.  It 
is  now  proposed,  instead  of  carrying  the  coal  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Peiho  and  shipping  it  thence,  to  take  advantage  of  the  port  of 
Ching-wan-tao,  which  will  be  opened  to  trade  in  August  and  ship 
the  coal  thence.  The  distance  from  the  mines  is  about  the  same 
to  both  places,  but  Ching-wan-tao  possesses  the  advantage  of  having 
no  bar  and  of  being  open  in  winter  instead  of  frozen  in  as 
Taku  is. 

In  order  to  make  the  most  of  the  port,  a  mole  will  be  run  out 
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into  the  sea,  alongside  of  which  vessels  can  load  coal  from  tnicks 
brought  from  the  mines.  The  connecting  line  which  has  to  be 
built  is  only  4  miles  in  length,  and  it  is  hoped  that  vessels  of 
5,000  tons  will  be  able  to  come  alongside  the  mole.  In  order  to 
make  the  works  which  will  have  to  be  carried  out  remunerative, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  output  of  coal  verj^  largely. 
This,  it  is  considered  by  those  who  are  interested,  can  be  done  to 
almost  any  extent. 

Critics  of  the  scheme  object  that  the  cost  entailed  on  the  work  Criticising  on 
will  be  such  as  to  prevent  any  advantage  resulting  from  it.    There  P"»P<^c<«  o^ 
is  also  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  presence  of  the  mole  will  not  "*^  ^^ 
encourage  the  formation  of  ice  in  winter.     But  the  opening  of 
(Jhing-wan-tao  can  hardly  fail  to  be  an  advantage  to  trade.     The 
port  is  not  likely  to  interfere  with  Tientsin.     It  may  indeed  be  of 
some  benefit  to  it  in  winter,  but  the  cost  of  carriage,  even  if  only 
1  c.  per  ton  per  mile  would  amount  to  2  dol.  per  ton  on  goods 
carried  to  Tientsin,  and  there  can  hardly,  therefore,  be  any  com- 
petition in  the  carriage  of  cheaper  goods  with  the  present  trade 
approach  to  Tientsin  in  summer  or  so  long  as  the  Peiho  is  free 
from  ice. 

The  condition  of  the  Peiho  has  greatly  changed  for  the  worse  Deterioration 
in  recent  years.     Formerly  steamers  always  came  up  to  Tientsin  '^^  Peiho. 
even  if  they  had  to  lighten  on  the  bar.     But  in  1899  things  had 
reached  such  a  pass  that  only  one  steamer  dared  to  venture  the 
risk  of  being  detained  in  the  river. 

Concurrently  with  a  diminution  in  the  depth  of  the  river,  its 
channel  has  narrowed,  and  the  bar  has  grown  wider  and  has 
extended  farther  out  to  sea.  These  changes  are  ascribed  by 
foreign  engineers  to  canals  constructed  in  the  last  20  years, 
which  carry  off  much  of  the  water  of  the  Peiho  to  the  Peitaag 
River  and  have  thereby  lessened  the  strength  of  the  current  of 
the  Peiho,  and  thus  affected  its  scour  and  encouraged  the  deposi- 
tion of  silt  when  the  river  is  in  flood. 

To  overcome  this,  locks  in  the  canals  have  been  constructed  by  Works  for 
Mr.  de  Linde,  a  Danish  engineer,  which  are  expected  to  raise  the  Q^p™^^™®"* 
level  of  the  Peiho  and  increase  the  strength  of  the  current  and 
therewith  its  scouring  power.  The  funds  for  the  purpose  have 
been  provided  by  the  Chinese  Provincial  Authorities  and  the 
British  Municipal  Council.  The  latter  bore  three-fifths  of  the 
whole  burden,  and  meet  the  expense  by  the  issue  of  a  loan 
secured  by  a  levy,  in  the  place  of  wharfage  dues,  of  1  per  cent, 
on  the  duty  paid  on  all  goods  imported  or  exported,  with  the 
exception  of  tea  in  transit  and  opium,  on  which  specific  dues  are 
levied.  The  loan  which  is  for  12  years  at  6  per  cent,  was  issued 
at  par,  and  as  a  portion  of  it  was  not  taken  up  by  the  public,  the 
Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai  Bank  took  it  up,  holding  the  unissued 
scrip  as  security. 

It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  the  works  undertaken  and  now  Larger 
completed  will  prove  a  success  and  encourj^e   the  provincial  ^®'^ 
authorities  to  employ  foreign    engineers    to  grapple  with    the  "^^•^^^'Jr- 
problem  of  controlling  the  rivers  Which  meet  at  Tientsin  and 
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of  finding  them  a  proper  exit  to  the  sea.  Tlie  difficulty  of  the 
task  can  easily  be  understood  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  three 
rivers  unite  at  Tientsin,  each  of  which  has  a  volume  which  in 
flood  time  is  equal  to  the  total  capacity  of  the  channel  of  the  river 
below  Tientsin.  To  make  things  woi-se  the  course  of  the  Peihr) 
below  Tientsin  is  extremely  tortuous  and  therefore  less  fitted 
to  carry  off  a  sudden  flood.  The  canals  to  which  the  silting 
up  of  the  Peiho  is  ascribed  were  constructed  by  the  Viceroy, 
Li  Hung  Chang,  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  the  floods  by  diverting 
a  portion  of  them  into  the  channel  of  the  Pehtang.  His  scheme 
Wiis  highly  approved  by  the  people  and  lias  been  advantageous  iu 
a  measure  as  it  did  in  some  degree  reduce  the  height  of  the  floods 
and  also  extended  the  o}>portunities  for  inland  navigation.  But 
it^  effect  on  the  navigability  of  the  Peiho  has  been  disiistrous. 

The  simpler  remedy  and  the  more  effectual  would  have  been 
to  have  cut  out  a  channel  for  the  river  across  the  bends  and  thus 
to  have  given  it  a  straighter  and  shorter  road  to  the  sea.  But 
public  opinion  was  too  strongly  opposed  to  this  project  for  the 
Viceroy  to  be  able  to  carry  it  into  execution,  tliough  it  was 
strongly  recommended  to  him  by  all  his  foreign  advisers,  and  he 
himself  a])pear8  to  have  recognised  its  merits. 

As  the  river  has  silted  up,  the  bar  outside  its  mouth  has  ex- 
tended farther  out  to  sea.  It  is  now  by  no  means  an  uncommon 
occurrence  for  steamers  to  be  detained  at  the  outer  anchorage  for 
a  week  or  more  at  a  time,  either  because  there  is  not  sufficient 
water  to  allow  of  their  coming  in,  or  because  lighters  are  not 
available,  or  because  the  sea  is  too  rough  for  cargo  boats  to  lie 
alongside.  The  loss  entailed  by  steamship  companies  through  the 
present  condition  of  the  bar  must  be  enormous  in  the  aggregate. 
One  of  the  smallest  companies  which  runs  steamers  on  the  line 
lietween  Shanghai  and  Tientsin  estimates  the  loss  incurred  in 
1899  by  the  detention  of  its  steamers  outside  the  bar  at  over 
16,000  taels. 

To  the  loss  occasioned  by  detention  have  to  be  added  the  heavy 
expenses  entailed  by  lightering,  double  handling  of  cargo,  and 
claims  for  loss  of  weight  or  damage  of  cargo,  &c.  From  this  it  will 
be  readily  seen  what  a  heavy  tax  the  Taku  Bar  imposes  upon  the 
trade  of  the  port,  and  why  the  local  rates  of  freight  are  propor- 
tionately so  much  higher  than  the  rates  from  Shanghai  to  London 
(say  15s.  as  against  45^.  per  ton). 

Of  course,  until  the  river  is  again  navigable  for  steamers  the 
bulk  of  the  cargo  coming  to  the  port  will  still  find  its  way  up  to 
Tientsin  by  lighters,  but  the  risk  and  expense  would  be  much 
reduced  if  vessels  could  bring  their  entire  cargoes  across  the  bar. 

In  the  case  of  exports,  vessels  can  only  load  part  of  their 
cargoes  inside,  and  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  they  suffer 
frequent  detention  at  the  outer  anchorage  while  completing  their 
loading  there. 

The  deepening  of  the  bar,  to  say  14  ft.,  would  be  of  immense 
benefit  to  the  trade  of  the  port  in  every  way,  and  would  go  far  to 
prevent  diversion  of  traffic  to  other  ports  later  on.     As  the  bulk 
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of  the  trade  is  in  foreign  imports,  it  is  especially  the  steamship 
Companies  and  foreign  manufacturers  who  are  interested  in  the 
improvement  of  ,the  condition  of  the  bar,  and  the  pressure  neces- 
sary to  secure  this  must  therefore  come  from  outside  rather  than 
from  the  resident  merchants,  who  are  not  interested  in  the  same 
degree. 

It  is  highly  desirable  in  the  interest  also  of  the   people    of  Flooded 
Tientsin  that  prompt  attention  should  be  given  to  this  subject.  22*"^^  "^^"^ 
At  the  present  time  there  is  an  immense  tract  of  country  imme-     ^   ^ 
diately  north  of  the  city  which  has  been  abandoned  to  the  floods. 
Its  area  is  estimated  at  about  4,500  acres  of  land,  which,  in  my 
recollection  was  all  under  cultivation,  but  which  for  some  20  years 
has  been  under  water  in  spite  of  all  that  was  done  by  His  Ex- 
cellency Li    Hung    Chang  to  draw  off  the  water  by   canals  in 
various  directions.     The  feat  now  has  apparently  been  abandoned 
as  hopeless,  and  the  only  chance  for  the  unfortunate  owners  of  the 
land  of  attention  being  again  directed  to  it  lies  in  the  chance  that 
Tientsin  itself  may  one  day  be  menanced  by  the  concentration  of 
floods  in  its  neighbourhood. 

The  increase  in  the  trade  has  naturally  extended  to  shipping  Shipping 
trading  to  this  port,  and  the  total  tonnage  for  1899  is  250,000  i^ereaae  im 
tons  over  that  for  1898.  The  tendency  to  increase  the  size  of 
vessels  has  been  evident  here  as  elsewhere,  and  despite  the  fact 
that  only  one  steamer  has  reached  Tientsin  in  each  of  the  last  two 
years,  the  average  tonnage  of  steamers  is  now  larger  than  in  1890, 
viz.,  891  in  1890,  931  in  1898,  and  936  in  1899. 

The  proportion  of  British  shipping  to  the  total  has  somewhat  ProporUoD 
diminished  of  late  years.     In  1890  it  was  over  47  per  cent,  of  the  «®l^.V 
whole  (including  Chinese  shippinrr  of  foreign  build),  in  1898  it  was  gh^pplng. 
42  per  cent,  and  in  1899  38  per  cent. 

The  total  of  British  tonnage,  entered  and  cleared,  has,  however, 
advanced  from  406,612  tons  in  1890,  to  571,486  tons  in  1898,  and 
613,806  in  1899.  There  may  be,  perhaps,  a  decrease  in  the  pi-esent 
year,  as  the  detention  to  which  steamers  are  exposed  on  the  bar  is 
of  such  serious  moment  that  some  English  companies  are  putting ' 
their  steamers,  for  a  time,  on  more  profitable  lines  than  that  from 
Shanghai  to  Tientsin. 

Chinese  tonnage  is  steadily  increasing,  and  in  1899  amounted 
to  46  per  cent,  of  the  total  shipping  of  foreign  build. 

The  passenger  traffic  still  continues  to  be  quite  insignificant.  Pa^ng« 
The  total  number  of  passengers  in  and  out  in  1899  was  less  than  ^™  b«»*^ 
60,000  foreigners  bearing  the  proportion  of  about  1  to  25.  The 
high  rates  on  steamers  are  prohibitive  for  the  ordinary  class  of 
passengers,  and  no  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  attract  them  tx) 
travel  by  steamer,  except  in  times  of  competition,  when  sometimes 
they  have  been  carried  for  nothing. 

The  import  of  opium,  1,239  piculs,  is  the  largest  since  1894.  Imports. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  advance  was  ascribed  to  the  Opiunu 
change  in  the  system  of  labelling,  which  was  to  have  been  intro- 
'duced  at  the  instance  of  the  Indian  Government  in  April  last. 
Biit  though  the  change  did  not  take  place,  the  increase  continued 
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throughout  the  June  and  September  quarters,  and  to  a  less  extent 
in  the  December  quarter  of  last  year. 

It  seems  probable  that  among  other  reasons 'for  the  recovery 

in  the  trade  are  a  short  native  crop,  and  an  advance  in  the  margin 

available  for  luxuries  among  the  middle  classes  in  the  province. 

The  figures  given  me  for  the  import  of  native  opium  appear  to  me 

very    doubtful,    though    my  informant   was  confident  of    their 

accuracy.     According  to  him,  the  import  into  this  province  from 

the  provinces  of  Shansi  and  Honan  amounted  to  125,000  piculs,  of 

the  vahie  of  6,000,000  taels  (close  on  900,000/.).     In  addition  to 

this,  there  is   a   very    large   quantity   of   opium   grown    in    the 

province. 

Ootton  goods.        Among  cotton  goods,  American  drills  and  American  sheetings 

dril?r^        show  a  larger  increase  of  consimiption  than  any  other  goods,  and 

•heeiingB.       i^  the  drills  the  increase    has  been  steadily   marked  each  year 

since  1894.     These  two  classes  of  goods  in  1898  represented  over 

48  per  cent,  of  the  whole  import  of  cotton  goods,  exclusive  of 

yams,  &c. 

^»ra-  The  value  of  imported  yarn  has  risen  from  586,027/.  in  1897 

and  734,148/.  in  1898  to  905,462/.  in   1899.     The  advance   ia 

entirely  in  Japanese  yarn,  which  is  more  than  100  per  cent,  above 

that   of    1898,   and   both    Indian    and    English    yarn    show    & 

falling-off. 

Japanese  Japanese  T-cloths  have  risen  from  39,769  pieces,  with  a  value 

T<ioths.         ^j  13,000/.  in  1898  to  129,872  pieces,  with  a  value  of  42,180/.  in 

1899. 

There  has  been  an  improved  sale  for  drills  in  which  English 

drills  have  shared,  but  the  import  is  quite  insignificant  compared 

with  that  of  Americans. 

Trade  largely         It  is  difficult  to  leam  much  of  the  import  trade  and  cotton 

^^*^®    ^    goods  especially  as  it  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  natives.    Complaint 

has  been  made  to  me  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  the  carriage 

of  piece-goods,  the  bales  of  which  if  unbroken  are  too  heavy  for 

pack  animals,  and  can  only  be  carried  either  by  boat  or  cart. 

Exporte.  xhe  trade  in  exports  has  been  pushed  more  energetically  at 

History  of       Tientsin  in  the  last  20  years  than  at  any  other  port  in  China,  and 

eyoiopment.  j^.^  j^jg^j^py  jg  worth  retracing.     Its  development  began  with  the 

opening  of  a  branch  of  the  Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai  Bank  at 

Wool.  Tientsin  in  1881.     In  the  following  year  a  foreign  agent  was 

sent  to  Kuei-hua-ch'eng  to  endeavour  to  open  out  the  trade  in 

wool,  of  which  Kalgan  had  until  then  been   the  centre.    The 

venture  was  successful,  and  an  agency  was  established   in  the 

town.     In  1883  this  was  shifted  further  west  to  Paotou  on  the 

bank  of  the  Yellow  River,  on  account  of  Chinese  traders  having 

followed  the  example  of  the  foreigners  and  started  in  trade  at 

Kuei-hua-ch'eng.    Their  competition  led  in  1885  to  the  foreign 

agency  being   again  shifted  further  west  to    Ning-hsia,  where 

until    1881    it    had  practically  a   monopoly  of   the  export  of 

wool.     Since  that  date  several  firms  British  and  German  have 

engaged  in  the  business  and  sent  native  agents  as  far  west  as  the 

cost  of  carriage  admits  of  the  trade  being  remunerative 
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With  regard  to  carriage,  the  foreign  merchants  are  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  transport  guild  who  follow  very  arbitrary  rules. 
For  instance,  wool  sent  from  Si-ning  is  sent  on  camels  five  days 
east  to  a  jJace  called  Wufangtzu,  whence  the  camels  return  to 
Si-ning.  The  wool  is  then  sent  on  by  other  camels  to  Ning-hsia, 
but  it  frequently  happens  that  there  are  not  enough  beasts  to  take 
the  whole  consignment  at  once.  From  Ning-hsia  the  wool  is  sent 
by  water  to  Paotou  ;  from  Paotou  it  is  taken  by  mules,  donkeys,  or 
whatever  animals  there  may  be  available  to  Kuei-hua-ch'ejig,  and 
fromKuei-hua-ch'eng  it  is  either  taken  by  camels  over  the  Mongolian 
plateau,  and  down  through  the  mountains  to  Feng-tai  where  it  is 
put  on  to  the  railway  to  Tientsin,  or  else  it  is  carried  by  mules 
through  Shan-si  viS,  Tai  Yuan  Fu  to  Chengting  Fu  in  this 
province. 

The  possibilities  of  the  trade  depend  entirely  upon  the  market 
price  and  the  cost  of  carriage.  Any  reduction  in  the  latter  will, 
at  once  make  it  possible  to  extend  the  field  of  enterprise  further 
west.  In  1879  the  export  of  sheep's  wool  was  142  piculs,  in  1894 
it  was  207,574  piculs,  in  1898  when  conditions  were  not  so 
favourable  it  fell  to  95,806  piculs,  and  in  1899  the  export  was 
217,891  piculs. 

In  camel's  wool  the  increase  has  not  been  so  rapid,  the  figures  Camera  irooL 
for  the  same  years  are  9,802,  25,218,  17,306,  and  40,924  piculs. 
The  camel's  wool  is  of  three  qualities,  of  which  the  best  is  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  Jaegers  clothing  and  soft  cloths ;  the  second  is 
used  for  adulterating  the  best ;  and  the  third  for  making  belting 
for  machineiy.  This  last  class  of  wool  has  a  staple  in  it  and  is 
quite  distinct  from  the  first  which  can  only  be  used  as  a  mixture, 
with  cotton.  The  best  wool  comes  from  camels  which  have  not 
been  used  as  pack  animals,  and  commands  a  higher  price  in 
London  than  the  Eussian  wool. 

The  trade  in  untanned  goatskins  arose  through  the  disturbance  Goatakins. 
in  the  New  York  market  created  by  the  war  between  Chile  and 
Peru.  Agents  were  sent  abroad,  and  among  other  places  to  China 
to  obtain  fresh  supplies.  Through  them  hints  were  obtained  as 
to  the  preparation  of  skins,  and  the  local  custom  of  drying  them 
in  the  sun  was  discovered  to  be  the  cause  of  the  ill  success  of 
experimental  shipments  made  previously  to  that  date.  Since 
then  the  export  of  untanned  goatskins  has  risen  from  a  little 
over  14,000  skins  in  1883  to  728,697  pieces  in  1898  and  2,663,333 
in  1899.  These  skins  are  used  for  boot  tops  and  also  for  book- 
binding and  the  demand  for  them  has  encouraged  the  export  also 
of  sheep-skins,  which  are  capable  of  adaptation  to  take  their  place. 
The  best  skins  are  found  in  the  west.  Their  quality  gradually 
deteriorates  as  their  place  of  origin  lies  further  east,  and  in  the 
most  eastern  districts  they  are  practically  valueless.  (With  furs 
the  contrary  is  the  case,  the  best  being  found  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  Empire.) 

As  an  instance  of  the  improved  position  in  the  market  now 
occupied  by  Tientsin  goatskins,  I  am  informed  that  while  in 
1885  goatskins  bought  in  Tientsin  at  40s.  lOrf.  per  picul  were  sold 
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at  a  loss  in  London,  skins  last  November  were  bousht  at  190^. 
and  realised  a  profit.  It  is  considered,  however,  that  if  the  price 
advances  further  the  market  will  be  endangered. 

Cfoandnnts.  An  export  of  recent  date  which  has  quickly  attained  largo 

proportions  is  that  of  ground-nuts.  The  export  in  1898  was 
792,461  piculs,  and  in  1899,  723,150  piculs.  Their  cultivation 
has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  railroad  to  Shan-Haikwan, 
which  runs  through  much  land  that  is  covered  with  sand,  well 
suited  for  the  growth  of  nuts,  but  of  which  little  use  could  be 
made  until  carriage  by  railway  was  possible. 

In  the  same  way  a  large  trade  in  fruits,  vegetables,  and 
especially  cabbages  has  sprung  up  owing  to  the  cheap  carriage 
now  procurable  along  the  line  to  Shan-Haikwan. 

In  this  connwtion  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  insisting  on  tho 
fact  that  the  wealth  of  China  cannot  be  estimated  until  the  mean.s 
of  communication  are  improved.  The  cheapening  of  carriage  in 
any  direction  at  once  implies  a  larger  radius  of  supplies  for  export 
and  an  increase  in  cultivation.  The  province  of  Shansi  is  a  verj- 
prominent  ease  in  point.  At  present  a  large  part  of  Shansi  has 
no  means  of  communication  witli  the  outer  world,  for  the  roads  are 
almost  impassable  between  it  and  Chihli.  Xeither  its  agricultural 
produce  nor  its  minerals  can  at  present  be  exported,  and  no 
encouragement,  therefore,  exists  to  grow  more  thon  is  required 
locally.  When  railroads  are  constructed  there,  its  resources  will 
at  last  have  a  chance  of  being  developed. 

TieniBin  The  so-called  jute  which  is  exported  from  Tientsin  is,  I  believe, 

*'jote."  ^i^Q  gi,j.Q  ^f  jj  species  of  alnitiloii.     There  is  said  to  be  a  constant 

demand  for  it  for  domestic  purposes,  which  keeps  tlie  price  up 
to  a  point  prohi])itive  for  exporting  abroad  unless  a  high  price  is 
obtainable  in  the  home  markets  as  was  the  case  in  1899.  Usually 
the  price  of  Tientsin  jute  is  about  lOZ.  125.  per  ton.  In  1899 
Manila  hemp  advanced  to  63/.,  and  the  price  of  "jute"  went  up 
to  17/.  185.  It  is  mainly  used  for  adulterating  purposes,  and 
comes  most  closely  into  competition  with  a  fibre  grown  in  New 
Zealand. 

Coal.  Of  the  productive  power  of  the  coal  mines  belonging  to  the 

Chinese  Engineering  and  Mining  Company  situated  at  Kaipin*^ 
and  Tangshan  not  very  much  is  known  to  outsiders.  The  output 
for  the  past  three  years  is  said  to  have  been  463,351  tons  in  1897, 
469,921  tons  in  1898,  and  528,239  tons  in  1899.  The  best  coal 
in  the  old  mines  has  apparently  been  exhausted,  but  from  the 
new  mines  at  Linsi  an  enormous  output  is  looked  for,  and  it  is 
mainly  for  their  benefit  and  that  of  other  mines  to  the  eastwanl 
that  works  are  being  carried  out  to  improve  the  new  harbour  at 
Ching-wan-tao,  at  a  cost  of  about  100,000/. 

Even  if  access  to  the  native  customs  offices  were  possible,  it 
wonld  be  difficult  to  understand  in  what  way  the  diflFerence 
between  the  totals  of  exports  and  imports  shown  in  the  retunis 
of  the  Maritime  Customs  is  balanced. 

Salt,  One  large  factor  which  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration  is 

the  salt  trade.     Of  this  returns  are  not  published,  except  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TIENTSIN.  15 

salt  excise  which  at  Tientsin  is  about  62,000/.,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  the  produce  of  salt  is  about  1,000,000  packages  of  400  catties 
each,  the  cost  of  which  to  the  salt  merchant  is  12  taels  per 
100  packages,  or  in  all  120,000  taels.  This  amount  ^would  not 
ffo  far  to  rectify  the  difference,  but  the  salt  is  sold  at  about 
20  times  the  Government  price,  and  the  sales  therefore  may  fairly 
be  estimated  at  not  less  than  2,000,000  taels. 

The  carriage  overland  of  tea  by  camels  is  a  very  important  Co«t  of 
trade.      According  to  the  customs  returns   of   1898   56,257,200  ^^[^  ^ 
catties  of  tea  were  sent  overland.     Camels  on  an  average  ca,rvj 
alx>ut  280  catties  as  a  load,  and  at  that  rate  200,918  camels  would 
have  been  employed,  at  a  cost  of  about  560,000  taels  (80,000/.). 

A  more  important  item  than  either  salt  or  the  tea  transport  Gold  export 
trade  is  gold.  Tientsin,  Newchwang,  and  Chefoo  are  the  only 
ports  in  China  from  which  gold  is  exported  in  any  quantity,  and 
the  exports  in  1898  given  from  these  three  ports  almost  tally 
with  the  amount,  viz.,  8,473,541  taels  from  Shanghai,  through 
which  port  the  gold  is  shipped.  But  there  is  also  a  certain 
quantity  sent  through  the  German  post-office,  of  which  the 
amount  in  some  years  has  been  very  considerable,  of  which  no 
returns  are  published.  The  export  reported  by  the  maritime 
customs  from  Tientsin  in  1898  was  about  400,000/.,  and  in  1899 
714,757/. 

Brigandage  generally  exists   in   autumn   and   winter  in  the  Brigandage^ 
neighbourhood  of  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Great  Wall  where 
three   separate  jurisdictions   meet,  and   facilitate   the   escape   of 
criminals  from  capture. 

But  last  year  the  brigands  had  become  so  much  emboldened 
by  the  leniency  shown  towards  them  by  the  authorities  that  from 
August  to  October  the  whole  country  in  that  neighbourhood  was 
terrorised  by  them,  and  eventuedly  10,000  troops,  including 
artillery,  were  required  to  suppress  the  rising. 

The  number  of  the  brigands  certainly  did  not  exceed  1,200 
men,  and  very  probably  was  not  more  than  400,  but  they  were 
armed  with  Miinnlicher,  Mauser,  and  Winchester  rifles,  and  a 
plentiful  supply  of  ammunition.  Not  content  with  plundering 
travellers,  they  held  small  towns  up  to  ranson,  demanding  in  one 
case  as  much  as  30,000  dol.,  and  did  not  shrink  from  engaging 
the  troops  who  were  first  sent  to  suppress  them,  but  were  worse 
armed  than  they.  Eventually  the  leaders  were  captured  and 
executed,  and  at  least  100  of  their  following  were  put  to  death. 
The  institution  of  train  bands  in  the  villages  under  the  supervision 
of  the  military  officers  did  much  to  effect  this  result,  as  the 
villagers  were  thereby  encouraged  to  denounce  the  robbers  when 
they  took  refuge  among  them. 

While  troops  from  the  south  of  the  province  were  engaged  in  Secret 
putting  down  brigandage  in  the  north-east,  a  movement  against  ^^"*^••• 
Christian,   and   more  especially   Roman   Catholic   converts,   was 
spreading  in  the  south  of  Chihli  which  subsequently  occasioned 
the  despatch   of  some   3,000  to  4,000  troops  from  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 
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A  sect  known  by  foreigners  as  the  "Boxers"  from  the 
gymnastic  drill  which  they  cultivate  had  spread  from  the  neigh- 
bouring province  of  Shantung  into  Chihli,  wrecking  chapels  and 
the  houses  of  converts,  and  demanding  ransom  for  prisoners  and 
their  property.  The  passion  which  prevails  throughout  China 
for  secret  societies  led  to  adherents  joining  the  sect  in  great 
uuml)ei*s,  and  to  the  leaders  being  invited  to  open  lodges  in 
stores  of  other  villages.  The  drill  and  sjiells  used  by  the  Boxers 
were  supposed  to  secure  invulnerability,  and  undoubtedly  thij^ 
belief  was  shared  in  not  only  by  villagers,  but  by  many  officials 
and  l)y  Boxers  themselvcH.  Instances  of  men  allowing  this 
invulnerability  to  be  tested  in  cold  blood,  with  fatal  results  have 
been  vouched  for  to  me  by  officials,  but  the  ill  success  of  the 
experiments  did  not  shake  the  faith  of  the  people,  and  even  the 
sight  of  men  being  shot  down  when  in  conflict  with  the  troops 
has  not  had  any  effect. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  precise  object  which  the 
Boxers  have  in  view.  They  certainly  ai*e  considered  to  be 
actuated  by  patriotic  motives  and  in  some  way  to  be  opposing 
foreign  encroachments  on  their  country.  But  they  are  not  armed 
with  firearms,  and  do  not  seem  to  be  making  any  effort  to  procure 
arms.  Considerable  sympathy  is  felt  for  them  by  a  powerful 
section  of  the  official  class  and  though  the  sect  was  prohibited  by 
name  in  1808  by  Imperial  Edict,  and  the  local  authorities  were 
ordered  to  extiri)ate  all  its  adherents,  on  account  of  its  disloyal 
teaching,  no  serious  effort  has  been  made  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  this  Edict  against  them  in  the  present  day. 

Several  of  their  leaders  have  been  Taoist  priests,  which  may 
account  for  their  claim  to  possess  supernatural  gifts.  But  their 
adherents  are  to  be  found  among  villagers,  shopkeepers,  servants, 
and  soldiers  without  any  distinction  of  class.  Hitherto  their 
hostility  in  this  province  at  any  rate  has  been  directed  solely 
against  Christian  converts,  though  the  inscription  on  their  banners 
runs  "Exalt  Chlng  [the  present  dynasty],  extirpate  foreigners." 
The  spread  of  the  sect  is  undoubtedly  due  in  a  large  measure 
to  the  absence  of  rain,  which  is  ascribed  to  the  evil  acts  of 
foreigners,  and  owing  to  which  the  country  people  are  without 
occupation  as  they  have  been  unable  to  get  any  seed  into  the 
ground  for  spring  crops.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  fall  of 
rain  may  send  the  people  to  their  farms  and  prevent  the  movement 
assuming  any  serious  proportions. 

To  sum  up,  it  appears  probable  that  the  expansion  in  the  trade 
of  this  port  will  continue.  The  total  of  its  trade  is  already  second 
only  to  that  of  Shanghai,  and  the  net  total  of  foreign  imports  is 
larger  than  even  that  of  Shanghai.  The  development  of  foreign 
trade  has  entailed  that  of  the  foreign  community.  There  are  now 
four  foreign  banks,  81  commercial  houses,  and  a  population  of  about 
1,400  foreigners.  In  the  last  12  years,  the  price  of  land  in 
some  instances  has  advanced  from  500  taels  per  mow  (J  acre)  to 
7,500  taels.  Public  gardens  and  recreation  grounds  have  been 
laid  out.      Gas  and  waterworks  have  been  constructed,  and  in 
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addition  to  the  substantial  buildings  now  erected  in  Tientsin  a 
town  has  sprung  up  at  the  seaside,  160  miles  away,  at  which  there 
are  already  about  100  residences. 

Tables  are  appended  giving  the  figures  of  the  principal  features 
of  trade  for  the  years  1897-99,  and  a  map  is  also  attached  in 
whicfi  the  field  fed  by  this  port  is  prominently  marked. 


Annex  1. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tientsin  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam.                               Total. 

Natioiuaity. 

Number  of 
Veaaels. 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
VeBselB. 

m___          Namber  of 
T^"*-           Ve«el«. 

Tods. 

Brittdi       

CluIlCM      ••■          ••• 

AnMTfoai ... 

Qennan    

Swtdiah  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Japaneae 

8 

"io 

1 

6,889 

3V436 
447 

290 
408 

"49 

9 
71 

800,514      i          298 

867,072                408 

1            10 

87,115      '           50 

7,641       '             9 
66,265      .            71 

806,608 

867,072 

6,486 

87,662 

7,641 
66,285 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

19 

21 

18,272 
15,267 

827 
728 

778,607      i          846 

678,291      ,          744 

1 

791,879 
688,558 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Chinese     .^ 

American 

German    

jBwedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Japanese  

8 

10 

1 

6,889 

6,486 
447 

290 

408 

"49 

9 

71 

800.514 
867,072 

87,115 

7,641 
66,265 

298 

408 
10 
50 

9 
71 

806,903 

867,072 

6,486 

87,562 

7,641 
66,265 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

19 
21 

18.272 
15,267 

827 
728 

778,607 
673,291 

846 
744 

791,879 
688,558 
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Annex  2. — Retukn  of   Principal  Foreign  Articles  of  Import  at 
Tientsin  during  the  Years  1899-97. 


18M. 

1898. 

1897. 

Articlei. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Opium,  Malwa,  Pfttu, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

tK>U«d 

Cwu.    ... 

1,000 

161,806 

1,086 

94,861 

1.092 

81,868 

Cotton  ptoce-ffooda     .. 

Pieces  ... 

6,151,6M 

2.62^466 

6,766,141 

2,192.060 

6,679,984 

2.211,686 

Cotton  yarn- 

English         

In^an          

Cwto.    ... 

16,586 

41,481 

20,428 

48,906 

10,601 

27,679 

1^2,616 

U9,046 

186,r22 

489,966 

121,186 

842.506 

Japanete      

II 

182,276 

624.9S6 

108,182 

224,480 

62,411 

161,849 

WooUen  piece-goods  ... 

Piece    ... 

46,799 

61,226 

40,060  ' 

43,000 

87,869 

66,888 

Metal!    ...      : 

Cwti.    ... 

229,661 

100,049 

288,672 

122,717 

197,491 

86,901 

Aniline  dyes     

... 

70,491 

44,460 

... 

68,497 

Glass,  window  and  plate 

»M 

61,028 

17,671 

... 

17,329 

Machinery 

•M 

44.692 

... 

80,466 

... 

23,037 

Matches 

Oroes    ... 

2,108.»a6 

62,097 

2,601,968 

69,828 

1,184,427 

87,914 

Needles 

MiUe     ... 

991,841 

80,640 

481,269 

14,607 

1,184,860 

36,096 

Keroiine          

Gallons... 

6,9S»,600 

141.849 

7,741,800 

184,861 

9.888.B80 

197,104 

Railway  materials     ... 

... 

644,008 

... 

864,761 

415,521 

Total      

- 

6,891,968 

4,901,167 

.« 

4.646,006 

Annex  3. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  (including 
Ee-Exports)  from  Tientsin  during  the  Years  1899-97. 


ArUdes. 


BrisUes  ...       

Coal       , 

Dates     ... 

Ground-nuts , 

<f  round-nut  oil 

Hair,  goat,  horse,  yak 

Medicines        

Skin  clothing- 
Kid     

Lamh 

Sheep  

Goatskin  rugs 

Skins- 
Goat  ...        

Lamb ...       .m       ... 

IVool— 

Camels'         

Ooats' 

Sheep's         , 

Total  exports 
(including  re- 
exports 


Cwts. 
Tons 
Cwu. 


Pieees 


;  Cwts. 


1899. 


1888. 


Quantity. 


16,647 
189.735 
150,385 
860,892 
37,940 
10,945 


79,862 

71,297 

114,689 

741,311 

2,746.820 
606,217 

48.719 

5,761 

269.394 


Value.    I  Quantity.  I    Value. 


£ 
86,437 

156.539 
96,852 

314,675 
22,953 
40,876 
96,708 


18,289 
10.696 
26.289 
96,118 


16.639  1 
202,214 

72,829 
943.405  ; 

88,847  I 
6,910  I 


126,780 
116.375 
158,595 
759,276 


153,610  1,807,356 

62,312  448,993 

83,106  20,602 

17,028  5,314 

477,214  I  116,166 


•I- 


3,864,884 


£ 
79,422 

166,827 
34,076 

228.287 
56,649 
28,189 
87,466 

23,763 
57,212 
44,816 
92,471 

83,180 
66,799 

37.666 

13.386 

187,966 


1897. 


Quantity.     Value. 


12,144 
193.363 
106,686 
438,369 

29,914 
7.666 


79,121 
118.607 
146.028 
624,016 

1.848,372 
647,246 

26,962 

6.394 

223,884 


I 


3,286,199  ; 


£ 
50,764 

152,265 
63,769 

108,967 
16.077 
27,239 
66,372 

14,213 
66.076 
45,895 
68,267 

69,715 
84,CG0 

43,306 

IO,-.iiO 

268,704 


3,073,620 
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Iiepo7't  on  the  Trade  of  Newchwang  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Fulford. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  July  18,  1900.) 

The  year  1899  was  an  extremely  prosperous  one  for  the  trade  Total  trade, 
of  Newchwang,  not  only  were  the  figures  the  highest  on  record,  P**' 
but  they  showed  an  advance  of  about  50  per  cent,  on  those  of 
1898,  which  were  greatly  ]n  excess  of  previous  years. 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  past  year  was  7,253,643Z.,  as 
compared  with  4,634,474/.  in  1898,  and  3,926,344/.  in  1897. 
These  figures  do  not  include  the  import  and  export  of  treasure, 
which  in  1889  amounted  to  1,452,662/.  and  700,510/.  respectively. 

This  result  is  all  the  more  satisfactory  as  there  were  during  Adverse 
the  year  several  incidents  which  must  have  had  an  adverse  influ-  "^^^^dents. 
ence   upon   trade.     Among  these   may  be   mentioned  a  dispute 
between  the  southern  and  northern  merchants  as  to  the  terms  of 
trade  payments,  strikes  among  cargo  boats  and  bean  mill  coolies, 
and  the  outbreak  of  plague.     The  increase  may  be  attributed  Causes  of 
principally  to  an  excellent  bean  crop  in  1898,  and  to  high  prices  "*<'''®^®- 
for  this  commodity  ruling  in  Japan,  to  which  country  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  export  goes.     But  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
district  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  rise,  the  excess  of  imports  of 
goods  and  treasure  over  exports  being  very  marked.      Railway 
construction  and  the  consequent  influx  of  coolies  and  capital  have 
also  added  to  the  consuming  powers  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  lines  were  not  in  working  order  during  the  year,  so  that  Influence  of 
the  increase  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  improved  facilities  of  "^^^elt"  ^^^ 
transport.     We  look  for  that  in  the  near  future,  and  it  is  mean-  ^^ 
while  satisfactory  to  note  the  hopeful  prospects  for  their  success. 
The  figures  above  given  were  appreciably  added  to  by  the  impor- 
tation  of  railway   material  to   the    value    of    502,773/.,  and   a 
considerable  portion  of  the  imported  treasure  was  doubtless  for 
payment  of  the  large  number  of  Chinese  coolies  employed  by  the 
Russo-Chinese  line. 

The  net  import   of   foreign   goods   was    3,266,390/.,   against  Foreign 
1,511,067/.  in  1898.    Even  after  deducting  the  500,000  for  railway  ^^l^'"^"' 
plant,  the  increase  is  still  extraordinary.     The  principal  items  are 
opium,    109,490/.;     cotton    goods,    2.033,700/.;     woollen    goods, 
50,690/. ;  metals,  119,536/. ;  and  sundries,  945,033/. 
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The  deficiency  of  native  opium  was  still  more  marked  in  1899 
than  in  1898.  The  local  crop  again  suffered  from  a  dry  springs 
and  the  price  of  the  dnig  ruled  very  high.  The  result  was  a 
bigger  import  of  foreign  opium  than  has  occurred  since  the  year 
1880.  In  addition  opium  was  imported  from  other  provinces  in 
China  to  the  value  of  26,752/.  Apart  from  accidental  causes  the 
impoit  of  opium  has  practically  ceased  at  Newchwang,  the  local 
crop  being  not  only  sufficient  for  local  consumption  at  a  price 
much  below  the  foreign  drug,  but  being  also  capable  of  supplying 
large  quantities  to  the  North  of  China,  whither  it  is  taken  over- 
land. 

The  import  of  cotton  goods  amounted  to  2,033,702/.,  against 
1,099,798/.  in  1898.  American  drills,  sheetings,  and  jeans  all 
show  a  large  increase,  ami  maintain  the  lead  in  the  market,  as 
explained  in  last  year's  i-eport.  The  values  respectively  were 
303,547/.,  586,637/.,  and  903,517/.  Indian  yani  increased  from 
401,082/.  to  718,904/.,  and  Japanese  from  50,515/.  to  147,366/. 
English  yarn  dwindled  from  2,796/.  to  2,165/.  The  total  value  of 
foreign  yarn  imported  was  868,495/.  In  addition,  native  yarn  to 
the  value  of  49,063/.  was  imported,  as  against  29,917/.  in  1898. 
Nearly  all  the  remaining  items  of  the  list  of  cotton  imports  show 
considerable  increase,  but  English  jeans  and  sheetings  continue  to 
diminish  in  quantity. 

Japanese  goods  increased  greatly,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  items, 
flannel,  handkerchiefs,  sheetings,  T-cloths,  and  yarn.  The  growth 
of  the  direct  trade  of  the  port  with  Japan  is  remarkable,  both  in 
exports  to  and  imports  from  Japan.  The  figures  for  the  latter 
were  258,600/.  in  1899,  against  84,555/.  in  1898.  The  remarks  on 
exports  and  shipping  wliich  follow  further  illustrate  this  new 
development. 

The  import  of  woollen  goods  increased  from  30,392/.  to  50,691/. 
The  increase  was  considerable  in  all  items,  excepting  Italian  cloth, 
but  the  demand  for  all  woollen  goods  is,  and  is  likely  to  remain, 
small. 

Metals  show  an  increase  from  89,522/.  to  119,536/.  The 
principal  item  is  ironware,  in  which  are  included  iron  of  various 
kinds,  bar,  nail  rod,  sheets  and  plates,  wire,  &c.,  to  the  value  of 
21,047/. ;  and  old  iron,  such  as  horse  shoes,  cart  tyres,  plates,  tubes, 
&c.,  to  the  value  of  48,441/. 

Foreign  sundries  account  for  the  large  sum  of  945,033/.,  which 
deducting  502,773/.  for  railway  plant  and  material,  leaves  442,260/. 
against  208,303/.  iij  1898.  There  is  a  long  and  varied  list  of  these 
sundries,  and  the  increase  is  evenly  distributed.  Aniline  dyes 
increased  from  14,246/.  to  23,462/. ;  window  glass  from  2,851/.  to 
6,330/. ;  European  matches  from  2,975/.  to  11,556/.,  while  Japanese 
fell  off  a  little ;  American  kerosene  oil  from  32,953/.  to  50,355/. ; 
Eussian  oil  from  1,207/.  to  4,166/. ;  paper  from  3,576/.  to  11,194/. ; 
sugar  from  28,584/.  to  88,320/. 

The  import  of  native  goods  rose  from  630,795/.  in  1898  to 
894,891/.  in  1899.  The  principal  items  in  this  trade,  which 
concerns  the  foreign  steamship  companies  rather  than  foreiga 
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merchants,  "were  native  cloth  and  nankeens,  110,374/. ;  raw  cotton, 
95,012/. ;  paper,  36,133/. ;  silk  piece  goods,  136^379/. ;  sugar, 
118,567/. ;  tobacco,  61,122/. 

The  total  net  exports  in  1899  were  ot  the  value  of  3,092,362/.  Exportt. 
against  2,492,611/.  in  1898.     Of  this  amount  1,303,685/.  went  to 
•  foreign  countries  and  1,788,677/.  to  other  Chinese  ports.     Of  the 
exports  to  foreign  countries,  goods  to  the  value  of  1,213,769/.  went 
to  Japan. 

Beans,  bean-cake  and  bean-oil  were  exported  to  the  amount  Beans,  large 
of  10,984,352  cwts.  and  value  of  2,496,763/.,  as  against  9.552,985  j^*^ 
cwts.  and  value  of  2,121,805/.  in  1898.  A  large  quantity  of  this 
export  of  beans  goes  to  Japan  direct  The  crop  in  1898  was  good, 
and  prices  in  Japan  and  the  south  of  China  were  high  enough  to 
induce  heavy  shipments.  It  is  said  though  that  the  Japanese 
importers  overstocked  themselves,  and  tKe  demand  so  far  this  year 
has  been  slight  The  crop  of  1899  was  again  a  good  one,  and  there 
is  abundance  of  material  for  another  big  year. 

The  article  next  of  importance  on  the  export  list  is  raw  wild  ^}^^  *"^ 
silk,  and  in  this  also  a  great  increase  took  place.  The  quantity  iJ^rgelnwitw. 
exported  in  1899  was  16,630  cwts.  valued  at  354,394/.,  as  compared 
with  9,342  cwts.  and  value  l79,364i  in  1898.  In  addition,  silk 
refuse  to  the  amount  of  7,913  cwts.  and  value  31,907/.  was  exported 
in  1899,  against  4,692  cwts.  and  value  16,891/.  in  1898.  As  the 
crop  for  1899  was  reported  poor,  it  is  probable  that  much  of  the 
increase  is  due  to  a  diversion  of  the  trade  from  junks  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Liao-tung. 

The  export  of  skins  received  a  check  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Skin*,,  export 
year  on  account  of  the  outbreak  of  plague  and  the  consequent  ^^»  ^^'^^^  ^^ 
prohibition  of  the  shipment  of   such   commodities  for  fear  of    ®  ?**«"•• 
spreading  the  infection. 

The  movement  of  treasure  was  again  a  significant  feature  in  Treaauro, 
the  trade  of  this  port.  Silver  to  the  value  of  1,452,048/.  and  ^^"^^"^  ' 
copper  cash  to  the  value  of  614/.  were  imported,  and  gold  to  the 
value  of  203,559/.  and  silver  to  the  value  of  496,951/  were  exported. 
In  addition  to  the  requirements  of  .the  regular  trade  and  railway 
payments,  silver  was  imported  for  the  mints  at  Moukden  and 
Kirin* 

The  total  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  in  1899  was  Shipping  aod 
1,006,418  tons,  made  up  of  44  sailing  vessels  of  25,496  tons,  and  £[^0°*^' 
1,120  steamers  of   980,922   tons.      The  progress  made   by  the  Japaneae  flag 
Japanese  flag  in   the  previous  year  was  fully  maintained,  and  ^^^^s  the  liek 
for  the  fii'st  time  in  the  history  of  this  port  the  Japanese  flag 
takes  the  lead  in  the  number  of  vessels.     In  tonnage  the  British 
flag  is  still  ahead.     The  increase  of  Japanese  vessels  is  the  natural 
result  of  the  great  increase  of  direct  trade  with  Japan,  and  the 
determination  of  the  Japanese  to   be  their  own  carriers.     The 
trade  of  Japan  with  Manchuria  is  assuming  very  large  propor- 
tions ;  nearly  one-half  of  the  exports,  principally  bean-cakes  and 
beans,  from  this  port  going  to  that  country,  while  Japanese  manu- 
factured goods  are  finding  a  readier  market  here.     During  the 
year  40,438  natives  left  by  steamers  for  other . Chinese  ports: 
(654)  A  3 
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chiefly  Chefoo  28,182  and  Tientsin  11,731 ;  and  66,874  arrived 
from  Chefoo  52,208  and  from  Tientsin  13,870.  The  ordinary 
arrival  and  depailure  of  agricultural  labourers,  who  came  for  the 
summer  from  Chefoo  and  Tientsin,  was  increased  by  railway 
construction  coolies.  This  year  a  much  larger  number  are  being 
employed  on  the  Eusso-Chinese  line  and  they  are  being  broughts 
over  in  thousands  from  Tientsin  by  the  Chinese  railway. 

The  most  noteworthy  events  in  connection  with  the  port  in 
1899  were  the  progress  of  the  two  railways ;  the  one  from  Tientsin 
being  called  the  Chinese  Railway,  and  the  Russo-Chinese  line 
called  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway.  The  Chinese  Railway  is  now 
in  working  communication  with  Ying-tzu  (the  real  name  of  the 
port  of  Newchwang,  a  town  distant  30  miles  to  the  north-east). 
East  of  Chin-Chow-Fu,  111  miles  from  Ying-tzu,  the  line  has  scill 
to  be  ballasted,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  bridge  work  to  be 
completed.  Regular  time  table  traffic  at  present  ceases  at  Chin- 
Chow-Fu,  286  miles  from  Tientsin. 

As  regards  the  Russo-Chinese  line  the  rate  of  progress  antici- 
pated in  the  last  report  has  not  been  realised  lor  several  reasons. 
Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  plague  in  this  port  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  and  the  attempt  to  keep  the  Chinese  coolies  engaged 
on  the  railway  within  the  railway  lines,  considerable  discontent 
prevailed,  and  thousands  left  the  works,  causing  still  greater 
derangement  and  delay  in  the  work  of  construction.  Nevertheless 
the  line  is  now  practically  open  for  construction  trains  between 
Ta-Lien-Wan  and  Moukden,  with  a  continuation  to  Port  Arthur, 
and  a  branch  line  from  Ta-Shih-Ch'iao  on  the  main  line  to  this 
port.  During  last  year  a  great  quantity  of  plant  Jind  material  was 
landed  at  the  port  and  conveyed  by  this  branch  to  the  main  line, 
but  the  Russian  steamers  are  now  diverted  to  Port  Arthur,  and 
the  material  conveyed  up  the  main  line.  It  was  desired  to  run 
the  main  line  close  to  Moukden,  but  on  account  of  strenuous  Chinese 
official  objections,  the  route  followed  is  to  the  west  of  that  town, 
the  nearest  point  being  10  miles  from  the  city.  The  terminus  of 
the  Chinese  line  is  at  Hsin-3Iin-Ting,  40  miles  to  the  west  of 
Moukden,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Liao  river. 

A  branch  line  to  the  coal  mines  10  miles  east  of  Yentai,  on  the 
section  between  Liao  Yang  and  Moukden,  and  another  2^  mileb  in 
length  from  Wa  Fang  Tien,  on  the  main  line,  eastward  to  the  coal 
mines  at  a  place  called  Lu  Sheng,  20  odd  miles  to  the  east  of  the 
city  of  Fu  Chow  in  the  Liao  Tung  Peninsula,  are  also  in  course  of 
construction.  At  the  former  mines  little  beyond  the  sinking  of 
shafts  and  other  preliminary  works  have  as  yet  been  carried  out, 
while  at  the  latter  the  output  of  coal  has  for  some  time  averaged 
150  tons  a  day.  The  coal  is.at  present  carted  to  the  railway  at 
Wa  Feng  Tien  for  railway  use ;  but  the  completion  of  the  branch 
line  now  under  construction  will  reduce  the  cost  of  the  coal  laid 
down  at  the  station  at  Wa  Fang  Tien  to  less  than  Ss,  per  ton.  As 
Wa  Feng  Tien  is  only  60  miles  from  the  future  port  of  Dalny  at 
Ta  Lien  Wan,  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  be  possible  to  place  coal 
on  this  market  at  the  new  port  at  less  than  8s,  a  ton,  and  Southern 
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Manchuria  may  within  a  few  years  become  a  centre  of  supply. 
The  coal  field  is  large,  but  at  least  five  years  must  elapse  before  it 
can  be  properly  opened  out,  or  any  great  surplus  be  available  for 
export  It  is,  however,  clear  that  eventually  this  port  (Dalny), 
and  Port  Arthur  will  be  closed  to  Tientsin  and  Japanese  coal. 
The  coal,  though  a  good  steam  coal,  is  somewhat  dirty,  but  this 
will  be  remedied  to  a  great  extent  by  the  use  of  cleaning  plant 
already  ordered. 

The  bubonic  plague  appeared  in  the  port  on  July  11.  The  Bubonic 
report  was  at  first  treated  with  incredulity,  as  it  had  been  con-  P^*8^- 
sidered  impossible  for  this  disease  to  ^  exist  in  so  cold  and  dry  a 
climate,  and  immunity  had  been  enjoyed  for  so  many  years  while 
the  peat  was  prevalent  in  South  China.  By  the  second  week  in 
August  the  outbreak  had  become  epidemic,  and  some  600  to  700 
fatal  cases  are  said  to  have  occurred  in  that  month.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  sauitary  precautions,  and  by  October  27  a  staff  of 
Japanese  doctors  arrived.  But  by  that  time  the  disease  had  prac- 
tically disappeared  as  rapidly  as  it  had  come,  and  only  eight  cases 
in  all  were  treated  by  the  Japanese.  The  last  case  discovered  was 
on  December  7,  and  on  December  27  the  whole  town  was  medi- 
cally examined,  and  no  case  found.  As  subsequent  experiments 
in  the  winter  have  shown  that  cold  has  no  effect  upon  the  bacillus 
of  the  disease,  the  cessation  of  the  outbreak  may  be  attributed  to 
the  general  dryness  of  the  climate,  which  is  only  modified  by  the 
summer  rains.  The  total  number  of  victims  was  estimated  at 
2.000,  the  native  population  of  the  town  of  Ying-tzu  being  about 
90,000.  The  foreign  community  escaped  infection  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  of  the  Russian  railway  employes,  of  whom  three 
died. 

In  connection  with  the  plague  may  be  mentioned  the  water  Water  tupply 
supply  of  the  town.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  dependent  ^  ^o'''*- 
upon  surface  pools  of  veiy  doubtful  character,  the  river  water  and 
well  water  being  brackish  and  undrinkabla  The  Taotai,  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  a  betted  source  of  suppy,  made  inquiries  of 
foreigners  as  to  the  possibility  of  bringing  water  from  the  nearest 
hills,  10  miles  to  the  eastward,  either  by  open  canal  or  by  iron 
pipes.  The  quantity  of  the  supply  in  the  hills  in  question  is,  how- 
ever, doubtful.  Experiments  are  now  being  made  in  deep  well- 
sinking  by  some  Japanese,  which  are  said  to  give  promise  of 
success. 

The  scarcity  of  copper  cash  in  circulation  has  given  rise  to  Scarcity  of 
much  inconvenience,  and  the  rise  of  the  subsidiary  silver  coinage  «>PP«'  <»»^« 
of  Chinese  mints  is  extending.     To  meet  the  difl&culty,  the  Taotai 
has  lately  permitted  the  native  banks  to  issue  notes  for  strings  of 
copper  coin  redeemable  in  silver  as  far  as  possible,  that  is,  only 
the  value  of  odd  cents,  under  5  c.  being  paid  in  copper  cash. 

Inquiries  were  made  during  the  year  as  to  the  possibility  of  inUnd  waters 
steam-launch  navigation,  under  the  Inland  Waters  Kules,  on  the  ^^^  ^'^^^ 
Liao  Eiver.    The  conclusion  arrived  at  by  those  interested  was  ^  ^°' 
that  the  navigable  waterways  of  the  Liao  River  were  so  limited, 
and  would  be  so  completely  commanded  by  the  Busso-Chinese 
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Railway,  which  will  run  practically  parallel  with  them,  and  have 
the  advantage  of  continuous  transit  from  more  distant  centres  of 
trade,  that  it  was  not  worth  the  investment  of  the  necessary  capital, 
and  the  inevitable  struggle  with  vested  interests  for  the  attain- 
ment of  what  was  likely  to  be  a  short-lived  advantage. 
Effect  of  Jt  may  be  said  in  conclusion  that  the  trade  of  the  port  waits 

tradTawidted.  ^^^^  mingled  hope  and  apprehension  to  see  the  effect  which  the 
completion  of  the  i-ailways  will  have  upon  the  business  of  the 
district.  Such  facilities  of  transport  cannot  fail  to  increase  the 
volume  of  trade,  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  they  will  divert  it 
into  other  cheuinels. 
Exchange.  jjj  converting  into  sterling  the  silver  values  given   in   the 

customs  returns,   I   have  adopted   the   rate  circulated    by   Her 
Majesty's  Consul-General,  Shanghai,  of  3$.  to  the  Haikwan  tael. 
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Annex  I. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Newchwang 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

AiUclM. 

• 

(quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

VoTttijpi  impoTto— 

« 

£ 

Opiam,  Malwa      .^ 

Lta. 

9,637 

7,168 

126,101 

106,485 

„      Patna       

„          ... 

2,720 

1,749 

4,960 

3,762 

,,      Benares 

„          ... 

... 

160 

119 

M      Penlan    

»»          ••• 

.... 

... 

286 

174 

Cotton  goods— 

Drills— 

• 

BSngllsh 

Indian ^ 

Pieces 
„          ... 

1,650 
1,696 

781 
670 

3,870 
680 

1,830 
288 

Dutch 

It          •'. 

... 

... 

480 

209 

American       

„          .». 

867,916 

181,496 

584,877 

303,647 

Japanese        ... 

... 

895 

172 

Djed 

,, 

■"  80 

21 

1,280 

459 

Flannel 

„          .«• 

5,486 

2,267 

21,748 

6.497 

„      Japanese         

148 

87 

6,948 

i;764 

Handkerohieis 

Dozens     ... 

32,438 

3,628 

59,968 

8,361 

Italiants,  plain  and  tlgnred     !'.! 
Jeans- 
English          

Pieces      Z 

824 
40,104 

66 
28,646 

6,182 
69,646 

460 
52,159 

II 

13,560 

6,095 

9,260 

3,648 

Dutch 

II          ••• 

... 

1,680 

680 

American       ^ 

'8,880 

1,416 

29,680 

18.338 

Lastlngs.  plain  and  figured   ... 

II          «.. 

22,781 

12,428 

^•'S! 

16,887 

It 

18,896 

10,117 

47,594 

28,556 

sSSSiiSs-? 

English          

II          •^ 

16,880 

7,446 

11,911 

6,137 

Indian 

II          ••• 

•     9,780 

3,892 

14,050 

6,187 

American 

626,982 

807,744 

1,101,765 

686,687 

Japanese         

Shirtings— 

II 

260 

•  111 

7,810 

3,514 

Grey  and  plain         

White,  plain 

II 

96,351 

88,878 

119,839 

51,504 

II          ••• 

88.928 

18,901 

42,921 

16,767 

„     Irishes          

11 

8,464 

5,445 

17,986 

12,140 

T-cIoths— 

82-inoh 

It          ••• 

22,346 

6,107 

12,148 

2,760 

Indian,  82-inoh 

II 

6,840 

1,668 

8,660 

794 

Japanese    „            

„                             .M 

160 

84 

.   J^S 

1,809 

Printed...       

2,939 

980 

7,186 

2,355 

Towels « 

Dozens    ... 

81,523 

8,490 

137,297 

6,078 

„     Japanese         

II        ••• 

8,756 

216 

6,686 

844 

Tarn- 

English 

In<Uan 

Cwts.       ... 

1,043 

2,796 

704 

2.166 

„ 

168,639 

401,082 

260,482 

718,964 

Japanese        

„          ... 

17,076 

42,607 

60,616 

147,866 

Woollen  goods- 

Cloth— 

Broad,  medinm,  and  habit... 

Pieces     ... 

296 

1,264 

910 

4,156 

It         ••• 

10,467 

10,100 

9,808 

10,29T 

KussUn 

II        ••• 

840 

8,942 

962 

5,050 

Lastlngs,  plain  and  fignred... 

II         ••• 

4,380 

7,509 

8,986 

16,267 

Long  ells        .-       

6,860 

6,101 

8.800. 

9,690 

Metals- 

Copperware       

... 

... 

10,987 

••. 

16,960 

Ironware 

.•• 

M* 

48,669 

69,488 

Lead,  pigs         

Cwts.       ... 

6,892 

4,006 

9i719 

8.468 

SiHflter     .« 

II 

1,206 

917 

5,802 

5,989 

„           ... 

969 

*»*iS 

971 

5,764 

,1          wire        

II           ••• 

606 

1,592 

602 

1,988 

Sundries- 

Candles  

••• 

... 

.— 

.M 

4,921 

Cement    ...       ...       

Cwts.       ... 

... 

..• 

72,465 

16,665 

Coal         

Tons 

... 

... 

8,781 

9,634 

Dyes,  aniline 

... 

.M 

14,246 

... 

28,462 

Flour       

Cwts.       ... 

... 

... 

89,932 

15.728 

Olass,  window 

Boxes      ... 

4,989 

2,861 

8,067 

6,380 

Machinery         

... 

11.121 

... 

10.281 

Matches,  wood,  European     ... 

Oron 

241660 

2,976 

87,187 

11,666 

„            Japanese    ... 

11          ••• 

867.800 

10,608 

826,006 

9,938 

Needles ^       ... 

MiUe 

144,000 

8,48(1 

229,501 

6,708 

Oil,  kerosene,  American 

Gallons    ... 

1,780,000 

82,968 

2^2*2,060 

50,866 

Russian...       ... 

i»        ... 

92,000 

1,207 

t>J6,0OQ 

4,166 

Paper,  1st  quality       

Cwts.       ... 

2,669 

8,576 

7,840 

11,194 

BaUway  plant  and  materials  . 

... 

78.612 

... 

vyzjiz 

Seaweed,  1st  quality    

II           ••• 

J^Pi 

2,607 

12,449 

8,846 

sal    „         .«       ... 

It           ••• 

94,767 

11,045 

90.406 

ie,i»8 
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RiTURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Newchwang  during  the 
Years  1898-99— continued. 


* 

1896. 

1889. 

▲rUcIat. 

Qoantl^. 

Valne. 

QnanUty. 

Yaloe. 

£ 

« 

SnndriM— cootinaed. 

Skint  (faft),  fox          

riecee     ... 

14,118 

4,960 

8,466 

4,866 

••            racoon    ^ 
Sugar— 

«»          — 

«1,«9 

2,248 

28,671 

1,726 

Cwte.       ^ 

18,389 

6,864 

66,904 

88,188 

WhJto ...       ... 

»t          ••• 

i7.n 

18,688 

69.061 

48,072 

Beflned 

ti 

10.020 

8,606 

2,861 

2,087 

Vermilion^       Z       !."        '.'. 

„          ... 

216 

198 

3,874 

8,978 

,,          .*. 

125 

1,506 

868 

6,121 

Natire  iniporu— 

,, 

16,181 

96.786 

19,467 

110,374 

Coal  ...       _ 

Tom 

20,260 

18,661 

21,427 

17.210 

Cotton,  raw          

Cwtf. 

96,990 

149,288 

62.462 

96,012 

„       ■heetioiss 

Pieoee      ... 

2,660 

1.184 

34,900 

H.MT 

Oplnm,  Ssoehoen!.*.'       .'.'. 

Cwtk       ... 

12,471 

29,917 

17,818 

46,068 

»»          *** 

... 

80 

1,214 

„       oilier  proTineei 

II 

... 

... 

876 

26:688 

Pap*r         

.M 

24.916 

... 

86,188 

Rice ... 

Sutfar- 
Krown     

Cwte."      ... 

10,019 

4,766 

86,871 

18,664 

Cwtfc       ... 

78,269 

81,806 

89.969 

44.886 

Whit*      

fi          ••• 

88,806 

16,066 

88,164 

68,886 

Candy      

,«          ... 

8,488 

2,944 

16,171 

14,846 

Tea,  black 

II 

428 

2,8U 

648 

3,108 

„    icreen  ...       ...       ... 

6,674 

89  466 

6.526 

34,807 

Tobacco,  prepared          

II           ••• 

9,61:6 

24,864 

19,818 

61,122 

Wheat 

... 

... 

... 

49,746 

16,670 

Annex  II. — RirfURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Newchwang  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Artielee. 

1888. 

1899. 

Cwta. 

Qnantitj. 

Valne. 

Quantltj. 

Value. 

Beancake       .„       

4,899,787 

£ 
828,674 

6,216,960 

1,006,706 

Beans  ... 

II          ••• 

6,024.699 

1,200,616 

6,618,066 

1,840,029 

Brietles          

848 

4,688 

986 

6,026 

QinaenK — 

NaUTe 

„          ... 

2,272 

26,024 

2,781 

26,610 

Beard 

627 

8,768 

681 

8,766 

WUd 

LiJb. 

117 

1,041 

269 

2,416 

Medicines       

... 

.M 

21,214 

M. 

17,191 

0U,bean        

Cwu.       ... 

128,699 

92,616 

190.887 

160,029 

811k.  raw.  wild 

II 

9,842 

179,864 

16,680 

864,894 

„    refuse     .«       

Skin  (fur),  dothiflff,  goat  ... 

4,692 

16,891 

7,918 

81,907 

Pieoee     ... 

14,480 

4,881 

10,606 

2,684 

„   mats,  dog         

II 

60,010 

4,887 

44,479 

^076 

„   rugs       

42,980 

6,046 

70,868 

7,168 

Ttobaoco,  leaf ...       ...       ... 

Cwti.       ... 

7,669 

ti,217 

4,789 

4,926 
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Annex  III. — Tablb  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Newchwang  direct  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1898. 

1899. 

'  1898. 

1899. 

Great  firitain  ..         •• 
Hong-Kong 
Britiflh  America 
United  States  .. 
Continent  of  Europe  . . 
Russian  Manchuria    . . 
Russia  by  sea   . . 

Corea 

Japan 

Formosa     «-    .. 
Other  foreign  countries 

774 
61,767 

"229 

8,860 

947,261 

7,155 

•  • 

£ 

22 
88,293 

•  • 

"688 

1,300 
1,213,769 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

2,229 

84,279 

3,429 

127 

24,408 

7,826 
84,556 

34 

£ 

29,530 

298,712 

1,314 

140,565 

11,479 

20,714 

17,786 

13,179 

258,600 

•  • 

Total     .. 

1,025,646 

1,303,972 

206,887 

791,878 

Annex  III. — Eeturn  of  all  Vessels  Foreign  Owned,  or  of  Foreign 
Type,  which  have  Entered  the  Port  of  Newchwang  during 
the  Year  1899. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

Nationsllty. 

Nnmterof 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nmnberof 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Japanese 

German    

American 

Danisti      ... 
Swedish   or  Nor- 
wegian   

Russian     

Chinese     

12 

4 
2 
2 

"'2 

6,862 

1.432 

894 

1,221 

"339 

173 
192 
47 

1 
1 

23 
13 
110 

178.136 

169.119 

41,087 

887 

2,489 

20,274 
8,137 
70,383 

185 
196 
49 

3 
1 

23 

13 

112 

184,997 

172,561 

41,981 

2,108 

2.489 

20,274 
8,187 
70,722 

Total      

,i  for  the  year 
preceding      ... 

21: 
18 

12,748 
9,914 

560 
468 

490,461 
403.971 

582 
486 

603,209 
413,885 

Non.— ^The  clearances  for  1899  were  exactly  the  same  as  the  entries. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  KivJciangfor  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  H.  F.  Brady. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  June  26, 1900.) 

Kiukiang  has  shared  in  the  unprecedented  development  which  Value  of  the 
has  characterised  the  China  trade  generally  during  the  year  1899,  *™*^- 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  has  been  an  advance  of  con- 
siderably over  1,000,000  taels  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year, 
which,  as  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  were  then  the  highest  recorded 
for  this  port. 

The  total  net  volume  of  the  trade  amounted  to  18,562,941  taela 
(2,784,440^.),  which  were  divided  up  as  follows : — 


Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Net  foreign  imports 

„   native          „ 
Exports 

Taele. 
7,924,471 
1,584,362 
9,054,108 

£ 

1,188,670 

237,654 

1,368,116 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  two  previous  years  are  given 
in  the  following  table,  which  will  afford  a  ready  means  of  com- 
parison and  show  in  what  manner  the  development  of  the  trade  has 
taken  place : — 


Value 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Foreign. 

Native. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

TaelB. 
6,563,311 
6,852.783 
7,924,471 

TaeU. 
1,221.676 
2,020,li9 
l,584,36i 

Taels. 
7,08J,576 
8,627,640 
9,064  lu8 

Taels. 
14,865,563 
17,50  »,562 
18,562,941 
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Impoitc. 


Opium, 
mduin. 


Many  of  the  miscellaneous  articles  of  foreign  import,  of 
which  there  is  a  long  list  in  the  customs  returns,  show  a  satisfac- 
tory advance,  proving  that  the  demand  for  foreign  goods  is 
spreading.  The  principal  increase,  however,  has  taken  place  in 
sheetings  (English,  Bombay,  and  American),  cottons,  cotton  yarn, 
lead,  dyes,  and  matches. 

The  net  importation  of  Indian  opium  was  2,582  piculs,  being 
an  increase  of  345  piculs  on  1898.  This  increase  is,  without 
doubt,  the  result  of  the  good  harvest  of  last  year,  and  it  is  unlikely 
it  will  be  maintained  as  there  seems  little  doubt  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances  the  cost  of  the  drug  is  beyond  the  means 
of  the  average  smoker.  The  decline  in  the  annual  consumption  as 
compared  with  former  years  is  shown  by  the  following  figures, 
which  speak  for  themselves  and  need  no  explanation  : — 


Imports  of  Indian  Opium. 


Year. 


Qiiniitit>. 


Piculs. 

1889 3,173 

1890  1  3,825 

1891  I  3,620 

1892  3,461 

1893  8,268 

1894  1  8,221 

1895  2,885 

1896  2,648 

1897  1  2,484 

1898  1  2,287 


Opium, 

natiTe. 


CottoD  goods* 


ti 


Cotton  yam. 


No  native  opium  is  grown  in  the  province,  and  it  appears 
that  only  10  piculs  were  brought  in  by  foreign  vessels.  Large 
quantities,  however,  are  passed  through  the  opium  likin  bureaux, 
or  taken  surreptitiously  across  the  border  of  Hupei,  where  the 
poppy  is  extensively  cultivated.     No  statistics  are  available. 

Sheetings  have  been  steadily  rising  in  quantity  during  the  last 
five  years,  the  present  import  being  in  excess  of  the  year  1895  by 
no  less  than  60,000  pieces.  English  goods  stand  at  the  head  of 
the  three  varieties  given,  the  figures  being  as  follows: — English, 
78,000 ;  Bombay,  3,000 ;  and  American,  5.000.  Native  cottons, 
that  is  the  produce  of  the  Shanghai  and  Wuchang  mills,  are  as 
yet  insignificant 

Cotton  yam,  both  foreign  and  native  has  increased  enormously. 
Previous  to  the  year  1885  the  import  of  foreign  yarn  was  trifling, 
but  in  1890  it  rose  to  33,000  piculs,  and  since  then  it  has  gone  on 
advancing  until  at  the  present  time  it  ranks  first  in  value  of  all 
the  articles  of  import,  amounting  to  no  less  than  143,711  piculs, 
valued  at  3,237,897  taels  (486,684/.).  The  growth  of  the  trade  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  return,  which  shows  that  the  English 
article  is  gradually  being  ousted  from  the  market  and  is  being 
replaced  by  the  Japanese : — 
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Quantitj 

1896.   % 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Enf^lish 
Indian          •  • 
Japanese 

Piooh. 

1,959 
45,463 

3,238 

Piculs. 

1,194 
58,561 

1,333 

Pionls. 

1,250 

52,697 

11,788 

Piculs. 

1,291 

46,118 

82,060 

Piculs. 

1,083 

49,142 

51,908 

Total 

50,660 

61,088 

65,635 

79,469 

102,138 

Native  yam  first  appeared  in  tlie  customs  tables  in  1895,  the 
total  brought  into  the  port  that  year  being  2,310  piculs ;  in  1899, 
however,  the  figures  stood  at  41,578  piculs,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  60  piculs  manufactured  by  the  Hopei  mills,  was  the 
product  of  the  native  and  European  mills  at  Shanghai. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  yam  is  sent  inland  under  pass,  a 
special  arrangemeat  existing  which  exempts  it  from  payment  of 
the  2^  per  cent,  transit  dues  to  which  the  foreign  yam  has  to 
submit  for  similar  privilege. 

The  following  table  is  of  interest  as  showing  how  the  trade  has 
developed : — 

Import  of  Native  Cotton  Yam  during  the  Years  1895-99. 


Year. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Quantity. 


Piculs. 
2,310 
8,225 
14,381 
35,667 
41,578 


The  demand  for  metals  has  always  been  small  in  this  district  Metals. 
and  has  remained  almost  stationary. 

Lead,  which  is  used  for  the  lining  of  tea  chests,  is  about  the  ^««'-^^- 
only  article  which  shows  any  appreciable  increase,  12,165  piculs 
being  imported,  a  considerable  quantity  of  which  was  forwarded 
to  the  tea  districts  by  Eussian  Hongs. 

Both  European  and  Japanese  matches  have  risen  steadily,  the  Matches, 
figures  being  174,630  gross  as  compared  with  119,019  gross  in 
1898,  while  in  1895  the  import  amounted  to  only  69,000  gross. 
Matches  and  kerosene  oil  are  the  two  foreign  articles  which  have 
become  almost  indispensable  in  every  household  in  China, 
even  down  to  the  poorest,  and  the  trade  is  capable  of  unlimited 
expansion. 

Business  has  this  year  been  in  favour  of  the  Eussian  brand.  Kerosene  oQ. 

the  returns  showing  an  increase  of  about  90  per  cent,  over  last  year's 

figures.    American  has  been  steady,  but  there  hib  been  a  large  drop 

in  Sumatra — only  7,500  gallons  being  imported  as  compared  with 
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Bxports. 


Chinawan. 


Hemp,  or 
immie  getas. 


200,600  in  1898.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  is  its  inferiority 
to  the  other  brands.  20  years  ago  only  10,790  gallons  of  oil  were 
brought  into  the  port,  but  since  then  the  demand  has  been  con- 
stant, and  kerosene  now  figures  as  one  of  the  most  important 
items  in  the  customs  returns.  In  spite  of  the  increased  importa- 
tion, however,  the  price  has  gone  up  from  90  Mexican  dollar  cents 
per  5-gallon  tin  in  1895  to  1  dol.  13  c,  at  which  figure  it  now 
stands. 

Dyes  mostly  of  the  aniline  description  are  of  Grerman 
manufacture,  and  are  now  largely  used  in  the  decoration  of 
chinaware. 

There  is  a  further  decline  noticeable  in  woollen  goods,  which 
must  always  remain  a  luxury  for  the  well-to-do  only ;  the  poorer 
classes  find  wadded  clothes  and  common  skins  of  animals  both 
cheaper  and  more  convenient. 

Sugar  is  the  only  article  of  import  handled  by  foreign  firms  in 
Eliukiang.  It  is  the  product  of  the  refineries  in  Hong-Kong.  The 
trade  is  developing  but  liable  to  fluctuation,  according  as  the 
native  crop  in  the  province  is  good  or  bad. 

The  miscellaneous  articles  included  under  this  head  are 
mostly  small  in  amount  and  trifling  in  value,  although  in 
the  aggregate  they  form  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  import 
trade. 

Nearly  all  the  articles  composing  the  exports  show  a  marked 
improvement,  due  to  the  good  harvest  which  was  reaped  through- 
out the  province.  There  were  no  floods,  and  the  people  were  able 
to  cultivate  the  low-lying  lands  adjacent  to  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  which  in  many  years  are  devastated  by  inundations  before 
the  crops  can  be  gathered;  hence  such  articles  as  beans  and 
peas,  ground  nuts,  hemp,  indigo  and  sesamum  seeds,  were  all 
in  excess  of  local  requirements  and  were  exported  in  large 
quantities. 

Chinaware,  which  is  the  special  industry  of  Kiangsi,  con- 
tinues to  increase  in  quantity,  thought  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
ware  is  improving.  Little  care  and  less  skill  is  bestowed  on  its 
manufacture,  and  now  that  crude  aniline  dyes  are  employed 
in  its  decoration  it  is  even  depreciating  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Chinese. 

Eamie  grass,  or  hemp,  as  it  is  called  in  the  customs  returns, 
has  increased  steadily  during  the  past  few  years.  It  is  culti- 
vated largely  in  the  adjoining  province  of  Hupei  and  shipped 
from  Kiuiciang  to  the  Shanghai  market,  whence  it  finds  its  way 
to  Japan,  Canton,  Chinkiang,  and  other  Chinese  ports,  where  it  is 
turned  into  the  grass  cloth  so  much  worn  by  natives  during  the 
hot  weather.  Three  crops  are  gathered  during  the  year ;  the  first, 
which  is  planted  in  the  previous  autumn,  comes  to  perfection 
about  the  middle  of  June,  the  second  in  July,  and  the  third  about 
October.  The  second  crop  is  inferior  to  both  the  others,  as  it  only 
remains  in  the  ground  about  a  month  and  the  excessive  heat 
stunts  its  growth.  The  first  is  generally  the  best  and  in  good 
seasons  attains  a  height  of  70  inches.     It  is  made  up  in  bales 
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according  to  the  length  of  the  stalks  and  fetches  from  12  to 
10  taels  per  picul  of  133  lbs.,  the  price  depending  upon  the 
market  in  Japan  whither  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  total  out-turn 
is  exported.  The  second  and  third  crops  average  about  11  to 
8  taels  per  picul. 

I  have  only  heard  of  one  consignment  having  been  made  to 
the  London  market,  but  as  I  understand  there  is  a  demand  for 
it  in  England,  the  following  figures  giving  the  quantities  that 
have  left  the  port  during  the  last  five  years  may  not  be  out  of 
place : — 

Year.  ■         Quantity. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Piculfl. 
87,039 
46,668 
48,925 
57,400 


1899  '  70,156 

Note.— The  export  for  last  year  waa  valued  at  656,267  taela  (83,440^.). 

German  merchants  are  said  to  be  purchasing  it  in  Shanghai, 
and  one  trial  shipment  has  been  made  to  Hamburg  direct  from  this 
by  a  native  hong,  which  practically  monopolises  the  trade  here. 
Account  sales  have  not  yet  been  received,  so  it  is  not  yet  known 
how  the  venture  has  turned  out. 

Liquid  indigo  is  double  and  treble  in  quantity  to  what  it  was  Indigo, 
a  few  years  ago,  and  vegetable  tallow  also  shows  an  important  ^®**^^ 
increase,  the  amount  shipped  last  year  being  10,749  piculs  valued      ^^' 
at  84,166  taels.     But  one  is  much  struck  in  looking  down  the  list 
of  exports  of  local  origin  by  the  small  number  of  articles  suitable 
for  shipment  abroad,  which,  considering  the  large  population  and 
the  vast  area  of  the  province  of  which  Kiukiang  is  the  natural 
outlet,  is  a  matter  for  surprise.     The  absence  of  foreign  merchants 
interested  in  developing  the  trade  may  to  some  extent  account 
for  this.    At  other  ports  many  new  products  have  been  discovered 
within  recent  years  which  it  has  been  found  profitable  to  export, 
but  here  the  list  remains  practically  the  same  as  it  was  when  the 
port  was  first  opened  to  foreign  trade. 

The  past  season  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  very  profitable  Tea. 
or  prosperous  one  for  foreign  buyers,  many  of  the  shipments 
having  met  with  a  poor  reception  on  the  London  market ;  and 
native  dealers  also  seem  to  have  been  badly  hit.  The  returns 
show  an  improvement  on  the  two  preceding  years,  but  a  consider- 
able skrinkage  is  anticipated  in  the  coming  season. 

The  following  remarks  have  been  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  a 
representative  of  the  trade : — 

Musters  of  the  new  crops  were  first  shown  in  Kiukiang  on 

May  6,  and  in  Hankow  the  following  day.    They  met  with  an 

exceptionably  quiet  reception,  and  it  was  not  until  the  teas  had 

been  on  offer  for  some  days  that  the  teamen  were  I'ewarded  for 
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tbeir  firmness,  the  market  being  opened  in  Hankow  by  the  settle- 
ment of  a  crack  chop  of  Keemun  tea  at  62  taels,  a  much  higher 
figire  than  was  anticipated  or  at  all  justified  by  either  the  quality 
or  the  demand. 

The  Keemun  crop  was  on  the  whole  an  average  one;  the 
''head"  chops  compared  with  1898  teas  were  not  as  fine  in 
quality,  but  much  stronger  in  cup. 

Ningchows  were  disappointing  and  must  have  shown  a  very 
heavy  loss  to  the  natives,  many  of  the  leading  chops  being  sold 
later  in  the  secuson  at  tremendous  sacrifices,  and  it  seems  as  if  the 
once  famous  district  were  doomed  to  be  wiped  out  altogether 
by  the  preference  shown  now-a-days  for  the  stronger  Hankow 
Ooanfa  district  teas,  and  these  in  their  turn  by  Ceylon  and  Indian 
grown  teas. 

The  total  output  from  Kiukiang  for  the  whole  season  for  black 
teas  was  213,000  half-chests,  namely : — 


Quantity. 

Ningchowi 

Eeemani 

Katoan         

Hohowi 

Half-chests. 

130.000 

72,000 

4,000 

7,000 

Total        

218,000 

Abuses  in  the 
trade. 


The  average  price  for  the  whole  crop  was  25  taels  per  picul,  a 
slightly  higher  figure  than  in  previous  seasons  and  a  price  which 
should  show  a  respectable  margin  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that 
the  tea  hongs  in  the  interior  (assisted  financially  by  the  native 
bankers)  rushed  prices  up  so  much  by  competing  keenly  with  each 
other  for  the  leaf,  that  any  possible  chance  of  profit  was  paid  away 
to  the  native  growers. 

Prospects  for  next  season  are  not  at  all  bright  as  the  demand 
now  all  over  the  world  seems  to  be  for  common  tea  only — tea  for 
price — and  it  appears  most  unlikely  that  we  shall  ever  again  see 
the  comparatively  high  tael  price  paid  for  fine  teas  during  past 
few  seasons.  The  trade  to  Ix)ndon  for  medium  to  finest  Chinese 
teas  is  now  practically  a  thing  of  the  past 

Much  inconvenience  and  loss  were  caused  to  foreign  buyers 
both  here  and  at  Hankow  by  the  issuing  of  false  "  chest  musters  " 
of  tea  by  the  native  tea  hongs.  The  practice  is  for  the  latter  to 
forward  the  "  muster "  or  sample  package  in  advance  of  the  chop 
and  for  foreigners  to  base  their  purchases  on  it,  as  long  as  there  is 
no  difference  in  the  quality  the  system  facilitates  business,  but 
when  it  happens  that  the  bulk  of  the  tea  is  inferior  to  the  muster, 
either  the  price  has  to  be  adjusted  or  the  whole  chop  thrown  back 
upon  the  Chinaman,  In  both  cases  serious  friction  arises  with 
the  teamen,  but  in  the  latter  it  frequently  happens  that  the  foreign 
merchant  is  unable  to  replace  the  particular  grade  of  tea  and  is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KIUKIANG.  9 

thus  unable  to  execute  his  order.  The  teamen  in  the  Kiukiang 
districts  seem  to  be  the  chief  delinquents  in  this  respect,  and  at 
tliti  instance  of  the  Hankow  Chamber  of  Commerce,  representa- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  local  authorities  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
abuse  which  is  most  detrimental  to  the  trade. 

The   export  of  brick   tea  rose  to  43,352  piculs,  as   against  Brick  tea. 
33,831  piculs  in  1898,  and  this  might  be  considerably  augmented 
if  tea  dust  were  procurable  in  larger  quantities.     It  is  curious  to  Ceylon  tea 
notice  Ceylon  tea  dust  figuring  amongst  the  imports ;  this  occurs  ^.^^"^  ""^ 
for  the  first  time  this  year,  a  small  consignment  having  been  '"^^^    ^  * 
brought  in  by  the  Eussian  firms  here  by  way  of  experiment.    It  is 
stronger  and  more  highly  flavoured  than  the  China  dust  and  is  to 
be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  tea. 

Native  imports  are  mainly  of  what  is  known  as  Straits  produce  Natire 
and  are  of  little  interest  to  the  foreign  merchant.     They  call  for  iin)>orr<. 
no  remark. 

The  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  ahippiug. 
was  3,389,  of  a  total  tonnage  of  2,866,196  tons,  but  the  actual 
number  of  vessels  which  were  employed  as  regular  traders  to  the 
port  amounted  to  only  21,  of  which  13  were  British,  5  Chinese 
and  3  Japanese.  The  latter,  however,  having  no  wharf  accom- 
modation, confined  their  attention  to  the  native  passenger  traffic, 
and  did  not  participate  in  the  carrying  trade,  which  may  be  said 
to  have  been  carried  on  exclusively  under  the  Chinese  and  British 
flags,  the  former  being  interested  therein  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
5,700,000  taels  (855,000^.)  and  the  latter  to  12,800,000  taels 
(1,920,000/.). 

A  certain  number  of  Chinese  lorchas  as  well  as  27  junks  also 
took  a  small  share  in  the  trade,  the  latter  being  native  boats 
chartered  by  British  subjects  under  the  Yfiuigtsze  Regulations  for 
the  conveyance  of  native  produce  to  Chinkiang  and  other  Yangtsze 
ports.  The  shipping  returns  are  inflated  by  the  inclusion  of  the 
local  steam  launches  which  now  number  11  and  which  enter  and 
clear  with  great  frequency,  thus  causing  the  aggregate  tonnage  to 
assume  so  large  a  figure.  These  launches  ply  on  the  inland  waters, 
that  is,  they  run  to  and  fro  between  Kiukiang  and  places  on  the 
Poyang  Lake  going  as  far  as  the  capital  of  the  province  when  the 
state  of  the  water  permits,  and  at  other  times  only  running  as  far 
as  Ta  Ku  Tang,  Wu  Chen  and  less  remote  towns.  They  do  not 
carry  cargo,  but  the  passenger  traffic  has  increased  to  such  an 
extent  since  the  inauguration  of  the  regular  service  that  the 
various  companies  are  now  doing  a  lucrative  business.  The 
British  flag  is  still  unrepresented  on  the  Inland  Waters.  A 
British  firm  attempted  to  engage  in  the  trade  by  means  of  a 
chartered  launch,  but  after  a  few  trips  the  vessel  was  with- 
drawn, and  since  then  the  Chinese  companies  liave  had  the  field 
to  themselves. 

During  the  summer  months  when  the  water  in  the  Poyang  Poyang  Lake, 
Lake  is  high,  there  would  seem  to  be  little  difficulty  in  steamers  ^^^8^*^°^  of- 
such  as  are  engaged  on  the  trade  of  the  West  Eiver  and  drawing 
about  7  feet  reaching  Nanchang.     The  distance  is  only  about 
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120  luiles,  and  the  passage  can  easily  be  done  by  a  vesse  of  say 
10  knots  during  the  hours  of  daylight.  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  the  trip  in  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Woodlark  '*  in  the  month 
of  September  when  the  Yangtsze  at  Kiukiang  registered  only 
35  feet — a  low  level  at  that  time  of  the  year — and  we  experienced 
no  diflBcidty  either  in  crossing  the  lake  or  in  the  Kan  Eiver,  on 
which  the  capital  is  situated.  Nanchang  is  a  very  busy  and 
important  city  with  a  vast  population ;  the  streets  are  alive  with 
people  and  the  shops  are  as  fine  as  those  one  sees  in  Southern 
cities.  An  immense  trade  is  carried  on  here,  and  at  Wuchen 
where,  according  to  the  season,  the  up-country  boats  transfer  tliei 
cargoes  to  larger  junks  suitable  for  the  rough  passage  across  tht 
lake  and  up  the  Yangtsze  to  Kiukiang.  Under  the  present  Rules 
for  Inland  Water  Navigation,  however,  it  is  doubtful  if  steamers 
would  find  it  profitable  to  engage  in  the  trade — two  difficulties  lie 
in  the  way,  the  opposition  which  the  advent  of  steamers  under  a 
foreign  flag  would  be  sure  to  give  rise  to  on  the  part  of  the 
Provincial  Government,  and  the  antagonism  of  the  native  junk 
masters ;  the  impossibility,  too,  of  opening  a  firm  or  even  a  ware- 
house for  the  storing  of  cargo  would  also  militate  against  the 
success  of  the  undertaking. 

The  principal  articles  going  inland  under  transit  passes  were 
shirtings,  sheetings,  cotton  yarn  and  kerosine  oil,  mainly  destined 
for  different  parts  of  this  province  and  Anhui.  The  total  value  of 
the  goods  thus  protected  was  5,163,651  taels  (774,000/.)  as  com- 
pared with  4,525,206  taels  in  1898  and  3,799,042  taels  in  the 
previous  year,  the  number  of  passes  issued  in  those  years  being 
26,922, 22,804  and  15,793  respectively.  This  increase  is  a  sufficient 
proof  that  the  system  works  smoothly. 

A  vigorous  attempt  was  made  during  the  year  to  introduce  the 
Chinkiang  system  of  outwai-d  transit  trade  into  Kiukiang,  but  it 
met  with  such  determined  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Likin 
Administration,  whose  interests  were  threatened,  that  it  met  with 
little  success.  The  officials  hold  that  foreigners  have  only  the 
privilege  of  bringing  down  their  own  goods  from  the  interior 
under  pass,  and  they  deny  that  the  Treaty  gives  them  the  right 
to  extend  this  protection  to  goods  the  property  of  their  native 
clients.  This  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years  at  Chinkiang, 
and  though  it  undoubtedly  stimulates  the  export  trade  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  it  inflicts  serious  loss  on  the  Provincial  Exchequer, 
all  goods,  whether  foreign  or  Chinese  owned,  escaping  likin  en 
route  to  the  port  of  shipment,  and  being  subject  only  to  the 
payment  of  the  2J  per  cent,  transit  duty  to  the  Imperial  customs. 

I  append  the  following  tables,  for  whicli  1  am  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  : — 

1.  Ketum  of  Foreign  Imports. 

2.  Eeturn  of  Exports. 

3.  Shipping  Table. 

4.  Comparative  Table  of  the  Import  Trade  for  tiie  vears 
1895-99. 
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Table  III  — Return  of  all  Shippiag  at  the  Port  of  Kiukiang 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Enteekd. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  1     „^„. 
Vessels.  |     ^'^^' 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

British      

Japanese 

Chinese     

nrttiKh         steam 
launch,  up  river 

Chinese       steam 
tugstoanditom 
PoyangLake  ... 

special        pass 
down  rlTer      ... 

884 
170 
289 

1 
876 

985,989 

70,618 

846,986 

14 
11,271 

62 
2 

I7V8IO 
160 

884 
170 
801 

1 

876 

2 

985,989 

70,518 

864,746 

14 

11,271 

160 

£ 
1,022,920 
1,869 
404,496 

Total      

„    for  the  year 
ptecedinff     ... 

1,620 
T,864 

1,414.678 
1,871,848 

64 

17,970 
19,498 

1,684    1  1,482,648 
1,483    '  1,890,841 

1,428,785 
i;281,522 

Cleared. 


StdUng. 

Steam. 

Tout. 

Total 

Value  of 

Cargo. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels^ 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of,     «„_ 
Vessels.  |     T^^"' 

British       

Japanese 

Chinese     

British        steam 

launch 

Chinese       steam 

tugs  to  and  from 

PoyangLake    ... 
Junks.         under 

special         pass 

down  river 

884 
170 
289 

1 

m 

985,989            1 

70,618  ■        ... 

846,086           62 

1 
14 

11,165 

26 

889 

nVsio 

777 

885 
170 
801 

1 

878 

25 

986,828 
70,518 
864,746 

14 

11,166 

777 

4 
908,816 

46i;761 

Tbul       

„  forjflieyear 

1,617 
1,861 

1,414,572  !        88 
1,371,886         110 

18,976 
20,927 

1,705       1,488,548 
1.474      1,892,262 

1,860,576 
1,246,186 

Non.— 1898 :  1  Haikwan  tael  reckoned  at  2t.  lOfd.    1890 :  1  Haikwan  tael  reckoned  at  8«. 
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Table  IV.— Comparativb  Table  of  the  Export  Trade  for  the 
Years  1895-99, 


'©•••riptloB  of  Qoodi. 

Picab 

18M. 

1890. 

I89T. 

1886. 

18t#; 

202 

886 

217 

201 

180 

Be»n«  and  peas 

It             »•• 

26,028 

12,816 

10,568 

69.280 

179,758 

China  root 

»i             ••• 

1,587 

8,718 

2,981 

2,728 

4.286 

Chloawan 

*t             ••• 

«4,e» 

46.816 

49,274 

48,646 

58,567 

Fan*,  paper 

Pieces 

220,600 

153.000 

15.C00 

58,100   . 

Oraae-clotb 

Plculs 

a.Mi 

11,522 

11,848 

8,487 

8.727 

Groond-nttU          

»f             ••• 

1,S2S 

650 

5,615 

15,444 

17,159 

Hemp 

S7,oie 

46,668 

48,925 

57,400 

70,156 

Indi«o,  Uqoid         

M                           ••• 

14,519 

28,627 

23.512 

88,488 

66,682 

Lotos  nute 

7M 

818 

696 

1,297 

1,089 

Mats,  bamboo         ^ 

PiSoes 

15t,5;9 

182,429 

176,062 

168,932 

285.616 

Value,  Haik. 

taels 

2,4» 

4.277 

2,570 

5,280 

5,868 

Paper 

Plculs 

85,174 

180,004 

116,976 

161,148 

117,518 

Rioe 

,, 

2,358 

1,598 

9,839 

28,200 

410 

Ieed~ 

Melon        

„             ... 

7,878 

11,810 

9.819 

21,040 

17,983 

Sesamom 

,,             ... 

5,917 

4,259 

9,941 

42,416 

56,786 

Tallow,  Tegetable 

Tea— 
Black    «    .^       

„             ... 

9,6M 

4,594 

8,887 

7,099 

10,749 

If              ••• 

178,226 

141,928 

117,4C7 

121,985 

181,178 

Green       

., 

58,424 

88,798 

88,784 

40,300 

40,901 

Dost         

198 

187 

112 

800 

1,686 

Leaf          

„             ... 

1.771 

2.207 

661 

685 

1.524 

Brick- 

Black     

,, 

25,915 

41,194 

82,889 

88,881 

48,852 

Qreen    

II              ••• 

... 

548 

... 

... 

Tablet       

II              ••• 

e,'547 

6,058 

2,449 

3.682 

1,190 

Tobacco- 

Leaf           ,^       

II 

44,905 

59,860 

76.896 

126,678 

70,885 

Stalk        i 

II             ••• 

2,087 

3.448 

8.591 

3,697 

3.155 

Prepared   •••       ... 

It             ••• 

8,107 

2.777 

8,350 

8.644 

4.454 

LONDON: 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty's  Sutionerj  OfBoe. 

Bt  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printtn  in  Ordinarj  to  Her  Majeity. 

(76    8  I  00-^H  &  S    630) 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Kiungchow  {Hoih/}w)for  the  Tear  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  O'Brien  Butler. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  Julj  5, 1000.) 

The  principal  sources  of  information  regarding  the  trade  of  Sources  of 
this  port  are  the  statistics  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  information. 
Commissioner  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  I  have  to 
express  my  thanks  to  that  gentleman  for  his  kindness  in  per- 
mitting me  to  make  extracts  from  the  returns  of  trade  for  1899 
as  soon  as  they  were  prepared.  I  am  also  indebted  to  the  native 
customs  authorities  for  providing  me  with  some  particulars  of  the 
junk  trade  of  the  port. 

The  values  given  in  the  returns  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Bates  of 
Customs  are  all  expressed  in  Haikwan  taels,  and  in  accordance  ©xcliange. 
with  the  suggestions  of  Her  Majesty's  Consul-Generjtl  at  Shanghai, 
the  rates  for  the  conversion  of  this  currency  into  sterling  have 
been  fixed  at  3«.  per  Haikwan  tael  for  1899,  and  7  Haikwan  taels 
per  \l.  sterling  (=25.  10^.  per  Haikwan  tael)  for  1898.  I  have 
had  to  work  out  the  junk  trade  values  from  various  data,  and 
have  converted  them  as  a  rule  into  sterling  at  the  rate  of  2^.  to 
the  Mexican  dollar. 

Whilst  the  value  of  the  trade  of  Kiungchow  for  1898,  so  far  Total  Value 
as  it  came  within  the  cognisance  of  the  Foreign  Customs,  showed  ^^  *™d«« 
a  not  inconsiderable  advance  over  that  for  the  preceding  year,  the 
value  for  1899  was  still  higher,  being  697,155^.  18«.  (net  total 
trade),  or  no  less  than  171,404/.  15s.  2d.  more  than  in  1898. 

Foreign  goods  were  imported  to  the  value  of  376,539/.  3s.,  and  Imports, 
native  produce  from  other  treaty  ports  to  the  value  of  2,409/.  3s., 
the  figures  for  these  items  during  1898  being  285,173/.  5s.  8rf.  and 
951/.  17s.  2d,  respectively. 

Native  produce  of  local  origin  was  exported  to  the  value  of  Exports. 
329,875/.  16s.  in  1899,  against  240,290/.  5s.  M.  in  1898. 

Of  the  foreign  goods  imported,  11,668/., 4s.  worth  were  re- Be-exports. 
exported  in   1899,  against   664/.   5s.   9A   in   1898.    No   native 
produce  was  re-exported. 

The  bulk  of  the  trade  of  this  port  is  with  Hong-Kong;  the  Value  o£ 
value  of  the  imports  from  and  the  exports  to  that  colony  during  5!^®  "^^ 

(t537)  A  2       ''H«"Hf-K«ug. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KIUNGCHOW. 


With  til         189d  being  342,623/.  8s,  and  315,392/.  17«.  respectively,  leaving 
othip  pUoed.    33,915/.  15«.  and  14,482/.  19s.  as  the  jBgures  for  all  other  places 

together. 
Timdeiriih:  The  trade  with  other  treaty  ports  is  insignificant.     2,409/.  3«. 

otber  tretty     worth  of  produce  was  imported  from  Pakhoi   and  Swatow,  and 
P^^^  local  produce  to  the  value  of  8,543/.  25.  was  sent  to  these  ports, 

the  only  ones  with  which  Kiungchow  carries  on  trade  by  means  of 

vessels  of  foreign  type. 
Tmde  with  Nearly  all  the  foreign  goods  re-exported  from  this  port  now 

Kwinichow    go  to  Kwangchow  Bay,  the  new  French  settlement  to  the  north- 
*^'  east  of  the   Leichow   Peninsula.     Whilst  these  re-exports  only 

amounted  in  value  to  595/.  8s.  7d.  in  1898,  no  less  than  11,487/. 

worth  of  foreign  goods  were  sent  to    Kwangchow  Bay  vift  this 

port  in  1899. 

The  following  table  gives  particulai-s  of  this  trade  : — 

Foreign  Goods  Ee-exported  to  Kwangchow  Bay. 


Artiolei. 


Be-exporte. 


Out  of  a  Total 
Import  of — 


Iron  (ban,  naili,  &c.) 
Beans  ftnd  peas 
Butter  and  cheese.  •         •• 
Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Flour  

ProTisions  (not  otherwise  specified) 

Bice 

Tea,  black 

Wine,  beer,  and  spirits    .• 
Sugar,  white  ..         .. 

Soap  

Mineral  and  aerated  watera 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


£   «. 

£   «. 

83  8 

1,180  14 

94  16 

6,836  18 

892  11 

648  5 

100  16 

197  14 

036  12 

12,287  17 

2,740  10 

4,444  16 

468  15 

78,927  0 

817  11 

641  2 

3,488  2 

4,059  16 

218  17 

385  4 

176  1 

278  14 

265  4 

876  4 

2,204  17 

267,425  6 

11,487  0 

876,539  8 

Foreign 
opi-um. 

Import  b; 

steamer* 

Import  by 

junk^ 

Jutik*bonii? 
opium. 


The  total  amount  of  foreign  opium  imported  into  this  Con- 
sular district  in  1899  was  considerably  greater  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  increase  was  entirely  in  the  amount  brought  by 
steamer,  the  rise  being  from  a  total  value  of  48,471/.  14s.  M.  in 
1898  to  70,557/.  18s.  in  1899.  On  the  otlier  hand  there  was  a 
slight  decrease  in  the  import  by  junk,  the  values  for  the  two 
years  being  10,168/.  3s,  3d.  for  1898  and  9,968/.  2s.  2d,  for  1899. 

All  the  opium  brought  into  this  Consular  district  by  junk 
comes  from  Macao  in  assorted  packages,  which  are  stamped  by  the 
Lappa  custom-house  en  route.  It  is  probable  that  junk- masters 
returning  from  that  region  find  it  convenient  to  bring  opium 
instead  of  silver  as  a  remittance  for  goods  received.  None  ever 
comes  from  Hong-Kong,  the  reason  being  that  the  laws  of  that 
colony  prohibit  the  export  of  opium  in  smaller  quantities  than 
whole  chests. 
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The  following  tables  give  full  particulars  of  the  trade  of  this 
Consular  district  in  foreign  opium  during  the  years  1899  and 
1898:— 

Table  1. — Patna  Opium  Imported  into  the  Kiungchow  Consular 
District  by  Junk  from  Macao  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


] 

L899. 

Quantity. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value. 

Hoibow 

Tancbow 
Yaiobow 
Lingibui 

Lbs.  avoir. 

464 

8,578 

888 

2,400 

£      *.    d, 
309    9     3 

2,386    6     4 
258  15    6 

1,600  13     2 

Lbs.  avoir. 
1.520 
3,100 
*  588 
2,408 

£      *.    d. 

862     1  10 

1      1,758    4    4 

883     9  n 

1,365  14    9 

Total  Hainan 
Leicbow  City  .. 

6,880 
8,116 

4,555    4    3 
6,412  17  11 

7.616 
10,312 

4.319  10  10 
5,848  12    5 

Total    Hainan   and 
Leiobow  Peninsula 

14,946 

9,968    2    2 

17,928 

10,168    3    3 

NoTi. — Tbe  abore  ralues  are  calculated  at  tbe  average  price  of  Patna  passed 
tbrougb  tbe  Foreign  Customs  at  Kinngcbow  during  tbe  two  years,  vir. :  per  lb. 
avoir.,  13*.  4t^^d.  in  1899,  and  11#.  4,^d,  in  18:18. 

Table  2.— Showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Foreign  Opium  Imported 
into  this  Consular  District  by  both  Steamer  and  Junk  during 
the  Years  1899-98. 


Quantity. 


ToUl  Pntna  imported  into  Hainan  and  I 
the  Leiuhow  Penlmula  by  Jnnk,  as  . 
shown  by  Table  I  abore I 

Total  Patna  imported    by   steamer  at 
Hoihow.  as  shown  by  Table    II.    in  I 
Appendix    ' 

Total  Patna  imported  by  both  Jank 
and  steamer 

Total  Benares  Imported  by  uteamer 
only.    (None  imported  by  junk)  ... 

Total  Talue  of  all  foreifrn  opium  im-  | 
ported  by  both' steamer  and  junk ... 


Lbs.  atoir. 


14,M6 


91,785 


106,781 
ia.600 


Value. 


Quantity.  • 


«.   d,    Lbt.aToir.t 


9,968    2    2 
61.216    6    0 


Value. 


£      «.   d. 


17,928    I     10,168    %    3 

i 
79,669    ,     4A,186  14    3 


71,188    8    2 
9,342  12    0 


97,fi97    .     66,354  17    6 


5,661 


I 


8,285    0    0 


0    2 


No  advantage  is  ever  taken  here  of  the  facilities  for  bonding  Opium  nerer 
opium,  all  drug  arriving  by  steamer  being  taken  delivery  of  on  ^^^^  ^^^•' 
board  under  a  landing  permit. 

Tbe  import  of  native  opium  during  the  25th  year  of  Kuang  Natiye  opium. 
Hali  (February  10,  1899,  to  January  30,  1900),  as  reported  at  the 
native  custom-house  at  Hoihow  was  78,213  lbs.  avoir.,  worth  about 
29,000/.  This  is  slightly  less  than  the  import  of  the  previous  year, 
which  reached  a  value  of  about  33,000/.  This  opium  all  comes 
(637)  A  3 
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IjiOi'ettttt^  ill 
tilIii^  of 

Cotton  goods. 

WooUeii 

food». 


Keitweiif, 


■bown  for 
AmoncAn 
k**roaenc. 


If  rice  b*  left 
out  of  i\>n- 
fii der&tjon  half 
ibe  value  of 
the  iuiport«  ie 
ftccounied  for 
bv  opuim, 
ei>lton  jum, 
and  kerosene. 
Fig§  aod 
#iignrn>iikeup 
iir'iirlj  half 
I  he  Taluo  of 
ill©  fix^rtB. 
E\port»» 

ftfugar. 


Other  articles 
t  f  eiporL 


Hemp,  both 
im polled  and 
VI  ported. 


from  Yiiuuan  via  the  small  port  of  An-p'u  in  Kaochow  Prefec- 
tiire,  not  far  from  Pakhoi. 

Not  only  in  opium,  but  also  in  almost  all  other  articles,  an 
increase  (in  many  cases  considerable)  is  to  be  noted  in  the  quantity 
imported  during  1899,  and  its  value,  as  compared  with  the  figures 
tor  the  preceding  year. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  cotton  goods  as  a  class,  about  70 
per  cent,  of  which  is  accounted  for  by  Indian  cotton  yarn  alone, 
rose  from  75,566/.  5^.  9^/.  to  94,412/.  os.,  while  that  of  woollen 
^oods  was  more  than  trebled,  the  figures  for  the  two  years  being 
1,768/.  8s,  Id,  and  5,414/.  8.5. 

Twice  as  much  flour  was  imported  in  1899  as  in  the  previous 
year,  while  the  quantity  of  rice  imported  remained  about  the 
same. 

In  1S99,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  port,  the  im- 
port of  kerosene  reached  a  total  of  over  1,000,000  gallons ;]  2,000 
gallons  more  Russian  were  imported  than  in  the  year  before ;  but 
the  import  of  Sumatran  fell  from  290,940  to  7,500  gallons,  less 
than  in  any  year  except  1893,  when  this  variety  of  kerosene  was 
first  placed  on  the  market.  On  the  other  hand,  over  50  per  cent, 
more  American  kerosene  was  imported  in  1899  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

Various  reasons  have  been  given  me  from  time  to  time  for  the 
favour  which  is  accorded  to  American  kerosene  here  ;  but  the 
most  likely  explanation  is  that  it  is  purely  a  matter  of  fancy  on 
the  part  of  the  consumer,  whose  eye  has  been  attracted  by  certain 
trade-marks. 

Leaving  rice  out  of  consideration,  the  import  of  which  depends 
entirely  on  the  plentifuhiess  or  otherwise  of  the  local  crops,  more 
than  half  the  value  of  the  imports,  as  in  foiraer  years,  is  accounted 
for  by  opium,  cotton  yarn,  and  kerosene  alone. 

Pigs  and  sugar  again  account  for  nearly  half  the  total  value  of 
the  exports. 

The  number  of  pigs  exported  from  this  port  in  1899  was  76,045, 
nearly  10,000  more  than  in  the  year  before,  but  still  below  the 
number  exported  in  1897.  With  such  a  good  market  for  this 
commodity  as  Hong-Kong  must  be,  it  is  surprising  that  this  trade 
does  not  increase  more  than  it  does;  the  export  for  1899  being 
only  about  50  per  cent,  greater  than  it  was  10  years  ago. 

The  export  of  sugar,  brown  and  white  being  taken  together, 
shows  a  most  satisfactory  increase,  the  quantity  exported  in  1899 
being  174,159  cwts.,  nearly  50  per  cent,  more  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  export  of  several  other 
articles,  such  as  hides,  leather,  poultry,  and  eggs,  and  the  quantity 
of  hemp  exported  was  almost  treble  that  of  tlie  year  before. 

Hemp,  it  will  be  observed,  is  both  imported  into  Hoiliow  and 
exported  thence.  The  kind  imported  comes  from  Swatow,  and  is 
of  inferior  quality.  It  is  chiefly  used  for  rope-making.  The 
article  exported  is  mostly  pineapple  hemp,  and  is  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  graescloth.     Curiously  enough,  it  is  all  exported  to 
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Swatow,  or  ultimately  finds  its  way  there ;  an  exchange  of  the  two 
descriptions  of  hemp  thus  taking  pl6,ce  between  the  two  ports. 

Native  opium,  which  I  have  mentioned  above,  appears  to  be  J  "»^  *«*'*«• 
the  only  article  regarding  which  exact  statistics  are  kept  by  the  f"*poj"t*. 
native   custom-house  at   Hoihow.     The    following   list   contains 
particulars  of  several  other  important  articles  imported  by  junk 
during  the  25th  year  of   Kuang   Hsii.      It  is  evident  that  the 
quantities  are  only  approximate : — 

Imports  Reported  at  the  Native  Custom-House,  Hoihow 
(Exclusive  of  Opium). 


Articles. 

Piculs    .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hemp 

800 

£ 
4,000 

f 
I 
1  Hai-an     (south     end     of 

j     Leichow  Peninsula) 

Matting     .. 

Bundles . . 

8,000 

900 

1  Leichow 

Medicines . . 

Piculs     . . 

600 

3,600 

!  Pakhoi  mostly 
t  Swatow  mostly 

Paper,  coane 

»»        •  • 

2.000 

1,200 

Pigs 

Head      .. 

10,000 

9,000 

Various  parts"^  of   Hainan 
1     and  mainland  opposite 

Sugar,  brown 

Piculs     . . 

3,000 

1,500 

Hai-an  and  Clrfingmai  dis- 
trict (east  of  Hoihow) 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Bundles.. 

20,000 

8,000 

An-p*u,  near  Pakhoi 

Wood 

Piculs    .. 

4,800 

1,500 

!  Yaichow  district  (south  of 
Hainan) 

Note. — 1  picul  —  183^  lbs.  aroir. 

The  exports  by  junk  appear    to    have  been  insignificant,  as  Export-, 
betel-nuts,  of  which  about  900  piculs  (worth  about  1,300/.)  were 
sent  to  Kaochow  Prefecture,  are  the  only  article  which  the  native 
custom-house  considers  worthy  of  mention.     No  sugar  is  ever  sent 
away  from  here  by  junk. 

The  value  of  the  goods  conveyed  inland  under  transit  pass  Tranni  trade, 
during  1899  was  nearly  treble  that  of  the  year  before,  while  the 
value  of  the  goods  brought  down  from  the  interior  in  the  same 
way  was  nearly  doubled. 

The  following  tables  give  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  goods 
conveyed  from  and  to  Hoihow  under  transit  pass  in  1899  and 
1898:— 
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Tablks  giving  particulars  of  Goods  Conveyed  Inwards  and 
Outwards  under  Transit  Pass. 

1.  Foreign  Goods  carried  Inland  from  Hoihow. 


AiticlM. 


Shiitioga,  grey  ... 
white 

T-dotht 

Cotton  yam 
BeaoK  and  peM  ... 

Flour        

MmtchM,  Japaueae 
Keroaene  American 
„         Soinalra 
MUcellaneoiia     ... 


Pieces 


Cwta. 


OroM 
OaIIods 


Total 


QtiAiitity. 


175 

299 

261 

11 

1,496 

27V968 

314,840 

4,100 


Value. 


Qoandty. 


£  «. 

60  9 

161  8 

86  2 

29  14 

320  11 

877  13 

794  II 

7,442  8 

89  5 

39  Ift 


VahK. 


9,901  16    0 


<     «.  dL 


..* 

86    0 

10,200 

279  14 

106,360 

2,261  II 

37,010 

766  11 

...          j 

39  11 

3,433    8    7 


2.  Native  Produce  brought  from  the  Interior  to  Hoihow. 


Articlen. 


1898. 


Gftlangal  ... 
Mata,  straw 
Medidnea  .. 
Melon  Med 
Sugar,  brown 
„  white 
MiicellaneouM 

Total 


Cwta. 
Number 

Cwta!' 


J    Quantity. 

Value 

Quantity. 

Value. 

16,976 

£       :    d. 
3,622  18    0 

17,917 

3,666    0    0 

182,910 

1,893  18    0 

64,000 

771     8    7 

M. 

789  12    0 

419    2  10 

yfi 

1.107    0    0 

729 

263  14    3 

44,413 

19,028    9    0 

25,432 

9,002  14    4 

18,711 

11,652    2    0 

10,466 

6,645  14    3 

... 

698    8    0 

201  11    5 

... 

38,680    7    0 

19,949    5    8 

Number  ai 
p«ii«a  take 'I 


BritifiJt 


Tlie  total  number  of  transit  passes  taken  out  was  1,052  inwards, 
and  'MS  outwards,  against  251  and  236  respectively  in  1898. 
()32  inward  passes  were  taken  out  by  a  British  firm,  and  302  by 
Chinese. 

The  steamers  under  the  British  Hag  that  visited  this  port 
tUiring  1899  numbered  33,  being  four  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year  ;  the  value  of  the  cargo  conveyed  by  them,  however,  decreased 
iVom  14,551/.  175.  Id.  in  1898  to  only  6,300/.  15s.  in  1899. 
British  vessels  rarely  visit  Hoihow  for  any  other  purpose  than 
to  take  up  emigrants  for  Siam  or  the  Straits  Settlements,  the 
iT\s:ular  trade  of  the  port  being  served  almost  entirely  by  steamers 
under  the  French  and  German  flags. 

A  very  considerable  increase  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  number 
<if  French  steamers  that  visited  the  port  during  1899,  as  compared 
with  the  number  for  the  year  before.  On  the  other  hand  the 
number  of  vessels  under  the  German  flag  remained  about  the 
dame  in  the  two  years,  while  the  Danish  flag  was  not  seen  at  all 
{luring  1899.  The  low  average  tonnage  of  the  French  steamers 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  German  and  British  (French  average 
5541 4  tons,  German  703  tons,  British  1,082-45  tons)  is  accounted 
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for  to  some  extent  by  the  fact  that  a  small  French  steamer  of 
about  35  tons  made  three  or  four  trips  a  month  between  Kwang- 
chow  Bay  and  Hoihow  throughout  the  year. 

No  merchant  vessel  of  foreign  type  under  the  Chinese  flag  No  Chinese 
has  been  seen   here  since   1883,  and   no  foreign   sailing   vessel  ^^^^c 

since   1881.  fopeign^tjpe 

As  in  1898  the  number  of  Chinese  passengers  leaving  Hoihow  and  no  sailing 
during  1899  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  number  of  those  If*^^*- 
arriving.     This  is  in  marked  contrast  with  former  years  when  the  ti^"^^*^ 
number  of  natives  arriving  and  leaving  was  about  equal,  and  is 
probably  to  be  attributed  to  the  high  price  of  food  which  continued 
to  prevail  throughout  the  year. 

Comparatively  few  passengers  to  and  from  Hong-Kong  are 
ever  conveyed  by  British  steamers;  on  the  other  hand,  in  the 
course  of  1899  over  76  per  cent,  of  the  passengers  to,  and  all  the 
passengers  from,  the  Straits  and  Siam  travelled  by  vessels  under 
the  British  flag.  Of  the  passengers  that  arrive  here  from  Hong- 
Kong  probably  half  are  emigrants  returning  from  the  Straits 
and  Siam. 

The  following  table  shows  the  movements  of  Chinese  pas- 
sengers to  and  from  Hong-Kong,  Singapore,  and  Bangkok  during 
the  years  1899-98-97.  The  movement  of  passengei's  by  steamer 
between  Hoihow  and  all  other  places  than  the  above  was  quite 
insignificant. 
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Table  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kiungchow 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 

Entebed. 


1899. 

1898. 

KattonaUty. 

Total 
(allSteamen). 

Total  Value  Of 
Cargo. 

Total 
(all  Steamers). 

Total  Value  of 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Cargo. 

Britiah       ... 

Chinese      

American 

Danlah       ... 

French       

German     

88 

276 
117 

86^721 

1627888 
82,261 

1,867    1    0 

266.074*  6    0 
121,616  19    0 

29 

"i 

76 
189 
122 

82.099 

"'69 
36.882 
78.066 
88,917 

£      a.   d. 
2,606  14    8 

67,021*  2  10 
104,890  17    2 
112,107    8    7 

Total         

426 

270.860 

878,948    6    0 

866 

280.962 

286.126    2  10 

Cleased. 


1899. 

1898. 

Katioiiall^. 

Total 
(all  Steamers). 

Total  Value  of 
Cargo. 

Total 
(aU  Steamen). 

Total  Vahie  of 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Veasels. 

Tons. 

Cargo* 

Brttlah       

Chineee      

American 

Danish 

French       

Oennan     

88 

276 
117 

86.721 

162^*888 
82,261 

£      «.  d, 
4,948  14    0 

220,422*  6    0 
118.178    0    0 

28 

"i 

76 
189 
122 

82,099 

"'69 
86,982 
78,066 
88,917 

£      f.  <f. 
11,946    2  10 

68.197"ll    6 
80,978    6    9 
88,882  11    6 

Total          ...       ... 

426 

270,860 

841,644    0    0 

866      '   280,962 

240,964  11    6 

Exchange:  In  1898,  U.  sterling  s  7  Haikwan  taels;  in  1898, 1  Haikwan  tael « 8s. 
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Table  IL — Return  of  Principal   Articles  of  Import  into 
Kiungchow  during  the  Tears  1899-98. 


▲rtlclM. 

1W9. 

1896. 

()oanUty. 

Yalne. 

Quantity. 

Valoe. 

^'ftST 

£      s. 

i. 

«     a.  d. 

Lba.  avoir. 

§1,786 

•1,216    6 

0 

79,660 

46,166  14    S 

BtMTM            

It 

U,609 

9.342  12 

0 

6,661 

3,286    0    0 

Toulopion 

70,567  18 

0 

... 

48,471  14    3 

Cotton  foods— 

Shlftinio- 

Orey,  plain 

Pieces      ... 

8,371 

2.914     1 

c 

7.122 

2,340    0    0 

Whiu    „    ^       

„ 

17.707 

9,307  13 

0 

12,084 

6.966  11    6 

Dyed     „ 

ft 

2,204 

910  10 

0 

679 

269    8    7 

MuiUns          

t» 

2,752 

792  15 

0 

1,691 

487    8    7 

T-clotbt,  t2  incbM 

16,317 

4,769  17 

0 

13,6.^3 

3.632  17    2 

Cotton— 

299 

200    0    0 

lUdUns,  pUin  and  flgored 

>t 

l.SU 

1,056    2 

b 

Tarn,  Indian        ^ 

Cwta. 

24,800 

69.587  17 

0 

23.014 

60,903    8    7 

Thread        

tf          ••• 

99 

1,678    1 

0 

69 

1,060    0    0 

3,396    9 

0 
0 

... 

1,30m  11     6 

... 

94,412    6 

76,666    6    9 

Woon«ngooda— 

Camleta,  EnglUh     

Pieces      ... 

389 

836  11 

0 

109 

221    8    7 

Lonfelli 

„ 

2,118 

1,946    8 

0 

686 

602  11     5 

MiaoeUanoons 

... 

2,631     9 

0 

'_2 

93!«    8    7 

ToUl  woollen  gooda ... 

... 

5,414    8 

'J 

... 

1,763    8     7 

Sundriea- 

Bcana  and  peas        

Cwts.        .. 

27.131 

6.836  13 

0 

17,607 

3,247     ft     9 

Birds*  nests 

Lbs.  sToir. 

848 

549    6 

0 

761 

728  11     6 

Braid,  Llama 

Boxes 

8,030 

629  16 

0 

1,692 

1C9    0    0 

Clotb,  natire  and  nankeen... 

Cwu. 

913 

6,b7i     7 

0 

543 

3,348    2  10 

Cotton,  raw 

11 

3,837 

8,366  19 

0 

2,357 

4,915    5    9 

Dyoa,  aniline 

1,094    8 

0 

... 

b-n    0    0 

Flour 

Cwts. 

31. 41 9 

12,287  17 

0 

16,123 

6,375    0    0 

Ginseng  (aU  kinds)  ... 

Lbs.  avoir. 

18,000 

6.701  14 

0 

12,705 

6,174  11     6 

Hemp 

Cwts.        ... 

4,21ft 

3,983  17 

0 

3.482 

3,134    0    0 

Iron  (in  all  forms) 

,,           ... 

2,281 

1,130  14 

0 

2,029 

873    8     7 

Lily  flowers,  dried    

1,768 

1,937  11 

0 

1,464 

1,219  11     6 

Matches,  Japanese  ... 

Qroes 

274,906 

8,003  17 

0 

260,890 

6,877  11     6 

Medicines       

M« 

... 

8.128    4 

0 

•M 

7.297    2  10 

Metals,  all  kinds  (excluslTe 

of  iron)        

... 

... 

466    3 

0 

... 

418  14    3 

Prorisions      

... 

6,019    7 

0 

... 

2,328    2  10 

Oil,  kerosene— 

American 

Oallona    ... 

996,700 

23,494  19 

0 

653.950 

14,203    6    8 

Bussian       

»t         ••• 

3.C00 

65    6 

0 

1,000 

20  17    2 

Sumaiia      

7.600 

163    4 

0 

290.910 

6,054     5    8 

Oil.  wood        

Cwu. 

1,240 

1.177  18 

0 

789 

825    2  10 

Bice      

i»           ••• 

247,562 

78,J<27    0 

0 

234,232 

72.936  11     6 

SUk  piece-goods       ^ 

61 

4,192  10 

0 

26 

i,9a0    8     7 

Vermicelli      

tt 

7.412 

7,996    4 

0 

6.933 

5,l-.5  17    2 

Wax,  white 

167 

1,!?81  19 

0 

102- 

1,231  17    2 

Wine,  beer,  and  spirits      ... 

It 

4,069  15 

0 

... 

621    8    7 

Miscellaneous  sundries 

... 

... 

15,095    8 

0 

... 

9,b97  11     6 

ToUl  sundries 

208,563  15 

7 

... 

160,323  14    I 

Touil  Imporu 

... 

378,948    6 

^ 

... 

286,125    2  10 

Kera.— Exchange :  In  1898.  U,  sterling  =  7  Haikwan  Uels;  in  1897.  1  Haikwan  uel  s  3s. 
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Table  III. — Rbturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Eiungchow  daring  the  Tears  1899-98. 


ArtidM. 

1899. 

1896. 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

Qoantitj. 

Value. 

£     a.  d. 

£     «.  d. 

Betel-nato         

Cwti.       ... 

16,161 

16,906    4    0 

12,926 

12.796  11    6 

Coir 

„ 

1,782 

1,796    6    0 

1,988 

1,670    6    6 

Cnttlefldi          

„          ... 

2,864 

4,686    8    0 

1,149 

1,976    8    7 

Eggi,  fratb       

Ffih,  dried  and  nit     ... 

Number  ... 

18,777,600 

9,466    4    0 

16,691,200 

7,900  11     6 

Cwti.       ... 

6,576 

2,790  12    0 

2,500 

1,884  11    6 

OftlinsiLl ...       .«•       ••• 

„ 

17,986 

3,889  10    0 

22,768 

4,642    8    7 

Glue,  oow  "        

„          ... 

7,406 

5,059  10    0 

7,864 

4,718    8    7 

OrMfldoth,  fljiA 

»i          ••• 

808 

14,775    9    0 

1,008 

17,561    6    7 

Groondnat  cake 

„ 

16,426 

6,227  14    0 

14,840 

2,952  17    2 

M         oU 

If          ••• 

1,681 

1,992    6    0 

... 

Hemp      

»f          ••• 

8,294 

26,790  12    0 

2,662 

8,695*  14    4 

Hides,  oow  and  biUblo 

If          ••• 

12,627 

15,661    9    0 

8,900 

10,781  11    6 

Honef     

„          ... 

1.276 

1,651     1     0 

1.024 

1,019    S    9 

Honu,  oow  and  baffUo 

ff          ••• 

l,t26 

1,273    7    0 

1,044 

1,127  11    5 

Leather 

ti          ••• 

9,026 

25,898  18    0 

6,296 

16,675    0    0 

„       tronkB 

If          ••• 

676 

2,205  18    0 

786 

2,449    6    6 

Lang-Dffan  palp 

f»          ••• 

5,111 

8,671  10    0 

2,362 

6.567  17    2 

ICats,  itraw       

Number  ... 

207,850 

2,962    1    0 

206,028 

2,900    8    7 

Xedicines          

... 

... 

5,256  12    0 

... 

6.626  14    6 

Plgi        

Number  ... 

76,045 

68,440  10    0 

66,656 

56,876  11    6 

Poultey 

It 

586,680 

8,750  14    0 

560,150 

7,452  17    2 

ProTiflone         

... 

1,192  16    0 

... 

Seed- 

Helen 

Cwte.       .., 

6.295 

2,487  12    0 

4,281 

1,489  14    4 

Sesamttm       

u                ••• 

16,264 

10,765  19    0 

16,166 

8,625  17    2 

SUk- 

Baw,  wUd      

ff               ••• 

266 

2,966    4    0 

261 

6,166    2  10 

FiBhUnet       

„               ... 

68 

881  17    0 

49 

880    2  10 

Slnewe.  deer,  oow,  and 

bufdiUo ... 

Brown 

t«            ••• 

904 

979  16    0 

794 

818    8    7 

If              ••• 

148,662 

61,212  15    0 

107,880 

68,108  11    5 

White 

„            ••• 

25,527 

15,709  10    0 

12,161 

6,567    0    0 

Tallow,  animal 

,t               •»• 

2,729 

2,749  16    0 

6.681 

8,566    5    9 

••• 
••• 

5,545    6    0 

9,541  14    6 

Total  export* 

629,875  16    0 

... 

240,290    6    9 

Be-exporte 

... 

... 

11,668    4    0 

... 

664    5    8 

Total  exporti  and 

r»-exportt      ... 

... 

... 

641,644    0    0 

•«. 

240,954  11    6 

NoxB.— Exchange}  In  1898,  II,  tteillng  »  7  Haikwan  taele;  in  1899, 1  Haikwan  tMl  »  6«. 

Table  IV. — Showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  into  Kiungchow,  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries,  Foreign-Leased  Territories  in  China,  and  Chinese 
Treaty  Ports  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Country,  *e. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1896. 

United  Kingdom       

Hong-Kong     

Tonkin 

Slam     

£       a,  d, 

642,626*  8    0 

66,915*15    0 

£       a,  d. 

274,887*17    2 

10,285*'  8    6 

£       a.  d. 

615,574*  1    0 

1,168  16    0 

976    7    0 

6,824  14    0 

£       a,  d. 

228.727*17    S 

6,040    0    0 

491  11    6 

6,762  11    5 

Total  foreign  countries 

Kwangchow  Bay      

Ghineee  treatj  porte 

876,569    6    0 
2,409"  6    0 

285.176    5    8 
95*1*17    2 

821,516  18    0 
11.487    0    0 
8.546    2    0 

267,992    0    0 

606    8    7 

2,667    2  10 

foreign-leaeed     terri- 
toriee    and    Ghineee 
treaty  ports    

678,948    6    0 

286,125    2  10 

641,544    0    0 

240,964  11    6 

Mon.— Sxehange :  In  1896,  It.  sterling  «  7  Haikwan  taels;  in  1890, 1  Haikwan  tael «  6«. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  Her  Majestj't  SUtionerj  OAot, 

Bt  HABRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinarj  to  Her  Majeetj. 

(75    8|00— H&8    637) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2502  Annual  Series. 
DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


CHINA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAH  1899 


ON    THE 


TRADE     OF     AMOY 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2281, 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  hy  Command  of  Her  Majesty^ 
AUGUST,  1900. 


LONDONt 

PBINTBD  FOR  HEE  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICH 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANB, 

PBINTEBS  IN  OBDINABT  TO  HER  HAJX8TT. 


And  to  be  pnrchased,  ef-ther  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  frcflU 

BYRE  &  SFOTTISWOODE,  Bast  Harding  Street,  Fieet  Street.  B.C.,  and 

32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 

JOHN  MENZIES  <fe  Co.,  12,  Hanoyer  Street,  Edinburgh,  aoi! 

90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 

HODGES,  FIGGIS,  A  Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Duiliv. 

1900, 
[Cd.  1—139.]  Price  One  Penny. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Pam 

Total  seaborne  trade 8 

Share  of  British  shipg    8 

Net  trade 8 

Shipping 8 

Freights 8 

Emigration  to  Straits 8 

„            Manila    ^ 4 

Exports — 

Net  value ^ 

Amoy  tea 

Formosa  tea ^ „ 

Sugar  and  sugar  candy  

Tobacco 

Paper    

Sundries  6 

Imports  (foreign) — 

Opium 6 

Morphia  „ 6 

Kerosene  oil    6 

Cotton  goods 6 

Yam 6 

Woollens „ «.... 6 

Metals  « ^ « 6 

Flour 6 

Foreign  rice  and  paddy 7 

Imports  (natiTe) — 

Rice 7 

Wheat 7 

Beans  and  beaucake  7. 

Q-eneral  remarks — 

Cultivation  of  poppy 7 

Large  impoit  of  breadstuifs 7 

Mineral  wealth B 

Formosa  tea  trade « .  8 

Japanese  in  Amoy .x B 

Annexes — 

1.— Exports 9 

2.— Imports 10 

3. — Foreign  trade  tables 11 

4.— Tea  trade » 18 

5. — Shipping , « 18 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No  2502.  Annual  Series 

lUference  to  previous  Beport,  Annual  Series  I^o.  2281. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Amoy  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mb.  Consul  Mansfield. 

(BeoeiTod  at  Foreign  Office,  June  26,  1900.) 

The  gross  value  of  cargo  imported  and  exported  in  foreign  Total 
bottoms  during  the  year  under  review  was  3,719,792/.,  as  compared  seaborne 
with  3,095,194/.  in  1898.  *"^*- 

Of  this,  some  72  per  cent,  was  carried  in  British  ship.s,  a  rather  Share  of 
smaller  percentage  than  last  year,  owing  to  a  line  of  subsidised  ^^^^^  ^M's- 
Japanese  steamers,  which  has  been  competing  with  the  Douglas 
Steamship  Company,  running  between  Hong-Kong,  Swatow,  Amoy, 
and  Formosa. 

The  net  trade  of  Amoy  for  1 899,  after  deducting  re-exports,  Net  trade, 
was  3,132,000/.,  against  2,494,000/.,  an  increase  of  over  600,000/. 
This    increase    is    entirely    accounted   for  in    the    imports    (see 
general  remarks). 

The  total  tonnage  clearing  from  the  port  shows  an  increase  of  Shipping, 
160,000  tons,  divided  roughly  as  follows  :— British,  60,000  tons ; 
German,  30,000  tons ;  Japanese,  64,000  tons ;  and  American,  8,000 
tons.  The  t-otal  British  tonnage  amounts  to  693,747  tons,  that  of 
all  other  nationalities  being  277,091  tons.  Total  number  of  vessels 
cleared,  1,007,  with  a  tonnage  of  970,838  tons,  against  820  vessels, 
with  a  tonnage  of  812,408  tons,  for  1898. 

Freights  outward  did  not  vary  much,  being  mostly  on  fixed  Freights, 
tariffs.  From  Newchwang,  on  beancake  and  pulse,  the  season 
opened  with  35  c.  per  picul  (133^  lbs.),  and  gradually  came  down 
to  28  c.  per  picul  in  September.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  owing 
to  scarcity  of  tonnage,  offers  of  45  c.  per  picul  could  not  get 
steamers. 

Emigration  to  the  Straits  Settlements  continues  briskly,  a  sure  Emigration  to 
indication  of  the  poverty  of  this  country.  In  spite  of  the  fact  Straita. 
that  no  coolies  were  allowed  to  land  in  the  Straits  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  on  account  of  the  plague, 
about  62,000  left  this  port  in  1899,  56,000  in  82  British  ships. 
As  they  filter  back  to  Amoy,  vi§,  Hong-Kong,  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  more  than  approximately  the  numbers  which  return 
every  year ;  but  it  is  probably  about  65  to  75  per  cent     It  is 

(634)  A  2 
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Emigntioii 
to  Manila. 


EiporuL 
N«t  ralne. 

Amoj  tea. 


Fonnosatea 


Sngar  and 
Engar  candy. 


Tobacca 


Pkper. 


noticeable,  however,  that  wherever  a  few  years  ago  the  emigrants 
were  all,  or  nearly  all,  adult  males,  there  is  now  a  large  sprinkling 
of  women  and  children.  In  the  year  under  review  there  were 
some  2,500  of  the  former,  and  3,500  of  the  latter.  This  would 
probably  indicate  that  a  larger  number  of  the  emigrants  than 
formerly  settle  down  to  spend  their  lives  abroad.  The  passage 
of  an  emigrant  from  Amoy  to  Singapore  ranges  from  6  to  10  dol., 
including  food. 

The  Government  at  Manila  have  not  removed  the  prohibition 
against  Chinese  immigration.  They  allow,  however,  those  who  had 
left  during  the  war  to  return,  and  some  4,000  sailed  from  Amoy 
during  1898.  All  those  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  subject 
agree  that  the  Philippines  can  never  be  successfully  developed 
without  Chinese  labour,  and  look  on  the  prohibition  as  suicidal. 
No  change  is,  however,  probable  until  experience  has  taught  its 
bitter  lesson. 

The  net  value  of  exports  was  363,514/.,  against  328,151/.  in 
1898. 

As  has  been  frequently  predicted  in  previous  reports,  the  trade 
in  Amoy  tea  has  ceased  to  be  a  factor,  and  the  tea  trade  carried  on 
here  is  reduced  to  the  re-export  of  leaf  grown  in  Formosa.  From 
merchants'  returns,  which  deal  with  seasons,  and  not  with  an 
arbitrary  period  of  time,  I  gather  that  in  the  season  of  1899  there 
were  ofiered  for  sale  to  foreign  merchants  in  Amoy  only  823  half- 
chests  of  local  leaf,  value  about  6,000  dol.  As  showing  how  an 
important  item  of  Amoy  trade  has  disappeared  in  a  comparatively 
short  time,  I  may  mention  that,  in  the  season  of  1879, 146,000 
half-chests  of  Amoy  tea  were  exported,  and  in  1889,  67,000  half- 
chests. 

As  regards  Formosa  leaf,  sent  here  in  transitu,  I  gather  from 
merchants  that  the  amount  imported  during  the  season  of  1899 
was  377,000  half-chests.  Of  these,  154,000  half-chests  were 
offered  for  sale  in  Amoy  by  Chinese  importers,  while  223,000  half- 
chests  merely  came  to  Amoy  in  course  of  transhipment  to  foreign 
countries.  1  understand  that  neither  the  Chinese  owners,  nor  the 
foreign  buyers,  have  much  on  which  to  congratulate  themselves, 
and  that  though  there  is  a  slight  improvement  over  the  preceding 
year,  a  diminution  of  the  trade  on  its  present  lines  is  probable  in 
the  near  future.  The  question  of  the  probability  of  the  Formosa 
tea  trade  being  diverted  from  Amoy  to  a  Japanese  port  on  its 
way  abroad  will  be  touched  on  in  my  general  remarks  (see 
post). 

The  export  of  brown  and  white  sugar,  and  of  sugar  candy, 
during  1899  amounted  to  some  250,000  piculs,  an  increase  of  over 
60,000  piculs  on  the  previous  year.  With  the  exception  of  5,000 
piculs,  which  went  to  Japan,  the  whole  was  taken  by  the  Noi-thern 
Chinese  ports.     This  trade  appears  likely  to  expand. 

Tobacco  has  decreased  from  a  value  of  some  40,000/.  in  1898, 
to  30,000/.,  owing  probably  to  the  increased  cultivation  of  the' 
poppy. 

Paper  has  fallen  from  a  value  of  38,000/.  to  36,000/.     All  other 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMOY.  i) 

articles  of  export,  thousfh  numerous,  are  of  sucli  trifling  values  Sundriea. 
that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  mention  them.  The  constant  com- 
munication created  by  the  passenger  traffic  between  Amoy  and 
the  Malay  Peninsula  renders  the  former  the  entrepot  wlience  the 
millions  of  Chinese  residing  abroad  draw  the  native  household 
stores  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  In  this  tmde  British 
merchants  have  naturally  no  share. 

The  total  import  of  foreign  opium  shows  a  falliug-off  of  about  Po^ign 
745  chests  (value  .50,000/.),  almost  entirely  in  the  Pei*sian  drug.  |^?^^^ 
This  is  owing  to  the  similarity  between  it  and  the  better  class  of 
native  opium,  which,  therefore,  supersedes  it,  being  lower  in  price. 
Pure  Bengal  opium  is  only  used  by  the  wealthy,  and  for  mixing 
to  improve  the  quality  of  the  native  dnig.  The  cultivation  of  th^ 
poppy  in  this  district  is  largely  on  the  increase,  but  the  quality  of 
the  opium  ])roduced  does  not  appear  to  improve,  though  prices 
advanced  a  little  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  The  total  crop  for 
1899  is  estimated  at  a  value  of  3,000,000"  doL  The  Fohkien  drug 
is  much  inferior  to  that  imported  from  Yunnan  and  Szechuen. 
The  following  quotations  of  average  prices  during  1899  are  of 
interest : — 


Bengal  opium 
Persian     „ 
Yunnan     ,. 
Szechuen  ,, 


I  Average 
Prices. 

i  DoUara 
Per  cheBt  of  160  lbs.    ...  855 

ISSilbB.  ..t  776 

,,        ..t  570 

„  .,         . . ;  576 


It  is  very  apparent  that  the  duties  on  the  native  dmg  are  not 
properly  collected,  and  that  they  are  evaded  in  every  direction. 
A  large  increase  of  revenue  might  be  obtained  by  care  and  honest 
administration  of  thig  rapidly  increasing  product. 

The  increase  in  the  consumption  of  morphia,  noted  in  last  Morphia, 
year's  report,  continues.  The  import  now  amounts  to  16,000  ozs., 
a  lai'ge.  quantity  when  the  potency  of  the  drug  is  taken  into 
account.  This  is  5,000  ozs.  more  than  the  import  of  1898,  and 
the  matter  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  provincial  authori- 
ties. A  short  time  ago  they  addressed  an  identical  despatch  to 
the  foreign  Consuls  in  Amoy  asking  them  to  instnict  their 
nationals  that  the  import  of  morphia  is  forbidden.  While  fully 
concurring  with  them  in  their  opinion  of  the  pernicious  character 
of  the  morphia  habit,  vire  had,  of  course,  to  point  out  that  the 
prohibition  must  come  from  the  Central  Government,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Foreign  Minister.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to 
nip  the  evil  in  the  bud,  for  once  the  habit  has  spread,  a  stoppage 
of  the  importation  would  only  lead  to  the  manufacture  ot  the 
drug  locally,  very  probably  in  a  more  impure  and  injurious  form. 

The  total  amount  of  kerosene  oil   imported  was  3,110,864  K^-^s©"^®  oil- 
gallons,  against    2,647,000    gallons    in    1898.     Of    the    former 
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;i mount  44  per  cent,  was  Aiiu'riran,  41  per  leut.  Kussian,  and 
1*.  percent,  l^utoh  (Sunuitrrt).  A  pmportion  of  the  Kussian  oil, 
^iiiiountinj^  to  about  Ifi  per  cent,  of  the  whole  import,  wa-*  brought 
here  in  bulk,  and  sold  from  the  tanks,  of  wliich  a  British  firm  has 
iharge.  A  (jrernian  tirm  is  now  constructing  tanks  for  Sumatra 
oil  in  bulk  under  the  auspices  of  the  Koyal  Dutch  Company.  I 
understand  that  the  year  under  review  was  exceedingly  profitable 
to  importers,  w  ho  were,  as  far  as  *  bulk  "  oil  is  concerned,  unable 
to  meet  the  demands  of  their  constituents.  At  the  same  time  the 
high  prices  tliat  were  realised  during  the  year  tended  to  curtail 
consumption,  for  in  this  impoverished  district  high  prices  simply 
mean  tliat  the  poorer  consumers  go  back  to  their  old-fashioned 
and  cheaper,  though  far  less  convenient  illuminant,  peanut  and 
bean  oil.  Many  experts  seem  to  anticipate  that  "  bulk  "  oil  will 
eventually  eliminate  **  case  "  oil,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  consuming  districts  are  widely  scattered,  and  the  security  in 
travelling  aflbrded  by  the  case,  and  its  own  intrinsic  value,  fonii 
an  attraction  to  many  traders.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that 
kerosene  has  a  great  future  before  it  here  as  elsewhere  in  China, 
when  the  (question  of  inland  navigation  is  on  a  clearer  and  better 
footing.  This  trade  has  not  at  present  nmch  interest  for  British 
merchants,  excej)t  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  earner.  A  very 
cheap  himp  w^ould  find  favour  among  the  ])oorer  classes,  and  if  it 
can  be  discovered,  a  cheaj)er  utensil  for  the  (M)nveyance  of  kero- 
sene than  the  prej^ent  tin  would  be  welcome.  This,  however, 
would  be  difficult  to  find,  as  kerosene  will  cat  its  way  through 
most  materials. 

CoUongoodf.  The  import  of  cotton  goods  is  tritling ;  value,  some  60,000/., 
against  48,000/.  in  1898,  the  iucreaj^e  being  due  to  large  stocks  in 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  was  a  small  increase 
in  white  shirtings,  figured  brocaded  shirting??,  and  Japanese  cotton 
cloth,  and  a  decrease  in  grey  shirtings  and  T-cloths. 

y^„  Indian  yarn  fell  ofl'  by  a  value  of  58,000Z.,  and  tJapanese  yarn 

increased  about  12,000/.  Yarn  from  the  Shanghai  cotton  mills 
came  in  a  very  small  quantity,  but  it  is  so  far  impossible  to  pre- 
dict whether  it  will  succeed  here.  This  yarn  cannot  be  made 
over  20  count,  as  the  Chinese  cotton  is  short  in  staple,  but  it  has 
advantage  as  taking  the  indigo  dye  better,  and  in  having  a  smaller 
percentage  of  dirt.  The  restless  activity  of  tlie  Japanese  is  shown 
in  a  practical  attempt  now  being  made  to  introduce  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  into  this  district. 

WooUeoA.  Woollens  nre  insignificant,  the  Chinese  in  this  warm  climate 

having  little  use  for  them.  Both  cotton  and  woollens  are,  how- 
ever, inipoited  in  larger  quantity  than  the  figures  given  show,  as 
returning,' emigrants  all,  or  nearly  all,  bring  a  few  pieces  in  their 
peisoiial  biiggage.  These  do  not  come  under  the  cognisance  of 
the  Maritime  Customs,  from  whose  returns  the  figures  are  taken. 

MeUli.  Tin  in  slabs  from  the  Straits  Settlements  shows  an  advance  of 

]  1,000/.     Other  metals  about  stationary. 

Floor.  Anieiican  flour  was  imported  to  a  value  of  86,000/.,  an  increase 

of  31^,000/.  over  last  year.  This  flour  is  finding  much  favour,  and 
its  Muport  is  likely  to  develop. 
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"'   Foreign  rice  and  paddy   to  Dhe   value  of  470,000/.   arrived,  Foreiga  rice 
against  105,000/.  in  the  previous  year.    This  item  alone,  due  to  and  paddy, 
the  failure  of  the  local  crop,  and  probably  also  to  the  increased 
cultivation   of    the    poppy,   accounts    for   half    the   increase   in 
imports. 

Native  rice  was  imported  from  Wuhu  to  a  value  of  120,000/.,  Native 
an   increase   of  114.000/.   over   1898,   and   wheat  to  a  value  of  JJ^P?!^\^^ 
31,000/.,  against  6,000/.  in  the  previous  year.  Wheat. 

Beans  and  bean-cake  are  largely  imported  from  the  northern  Beans  and 
ports,  166,000,000  lbs.,  valued  at  300,000/.,  reached  here  during  bean-cake. 
1899,  against  140,000,000  lbs.,  valued  at  250,000/.,  in  1898. 
Bean-cake  is  used  as  manure  for  sugar,  opium,  and  other  crops. 
Beans  are  used  for  food  in  their  fresh,  salted,  and  dried  states, 
also  in  the  form  of  bean-curd,  which,  when  fermented,  forms  the 
basis  of  soy.  Cake  is  also  manufactured  here  for  manure,  while 
the  oil  expressed  is  used  for  cooking  by  the  poorer  classes,  and 
also  for  lamp  oil.  For  the  latter  purpose,  however,  kerosene  will 
doubtless  entirely  supersede  it  in  the  near  future. 

From   the  point  of  view  of  the  British  merchant  trying  to  General 
earn  a  living  on  the  spot  there  is  little  to  be  said  for  Amoy.  remark  a. 

With  a  moribund  tea  trade,  for  the  local  trade  is  actually  dead, 
and  it  seems  more  than  probable  that  the  Formosau  tea  trade  to 
the  United  States  will  eventually  pass  through  Japan  instead  of 
coming  through  this  port,  the  exports  show  little  signs  of  any 
development,  and  the  province  of  Fohkien  is  agriculturally  and 
industrially  one  of  the  poorest  in  the  Empire.  '  At  first  sight  the 
increase  in  the  imports  seems  to  argue  increased  prosperity.  All 
the  increase,  however,  is  in  grain,  flour,  and  kerosene,  and  the 
difference  between  the  imports  and  exports  has  been  made  up,  not 
by  money  earned  locally,  but  by  money  earned  abroad  by  the  vast 
number  of  emigrants,  and  imported  into  or  remitted  to  Amoy  by 
them.  The  mere  fact  of  the  increasing  stream  of  emigration 
shows  the  poverty  of  the  land.  If  we  except  the  carrying  trade 
which  is  mostly  in  British  hands,  the  trade  of  Amoy  may  be  said 
to  be  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  merchant.  For 
imports  he  goes  to  Hong-Kong,  where  he  finds  a  large  choice  of 
goods,  and  brisk  competition  among  the  vendors  keeping  prices 
low,  the  local  British  merchant  is  left  out  in  the  cold.  The 
bulk  of  the  exports  is  to  supply  the  vast  number  of  emigrants 
living  abroad  with  the  native  goods  to  which  they  are  accustomed, 
and  this  trade  naturally  is  in  native  hands. 

The  cultivation  of  the  poppy  is  rapidly  tilling  the  blank  caused  CuUiTation  of 
by  the  decay  of  the  tea  trade,  but  this  is  matter  for  regret  rather    *®  P^PP^- 
than  congratulation  as  the  effects  of  the  too  prevalent  opium  vice 
are  visible  in  the  dirty  habits,  poor  physique,  and  general  want  of 
energy  and  initiative  among  the  natives. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one-third  of  the  whole  import  Large  import 
trade  consists  of  what  may  be  called  bread-stuffs,  i,e,,  rice,  wheat  ^^  brcadatoft. 
and  flour.     Indeed  the  proportion  is  actually  larger  for  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  pulse  is  also  used  as  food.     Practically  none 
of  these  come  from  British  colonies,  and  it  seems  strange  that  in 
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good  years  Australasia  and  India  should  not  participate  in  the 
trade. 

With  the  poor  soil  and  the  consequent  poverty  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  province  of  Fohkien,  it  is  to  its  undoubted 
mineral  wealth  that  Amoy  must  look  for  future  prosperity.  Coal, 
silver,  lead,  and  iron  are  said  to  abound,  but  in  the  absence  of 
good  water  communication,  much  will  have  to  be  done  before 
these  can  be  proi)erly  exploited.  An  excellent  quality  of  clay  for 
brick  and  tile-making  abounds,  and  with  modem  methods  this 
may  become  an  important  industry.  The  .Tapanese  have  done 
Tuuch  in  tliC  way  of  exploring  the  minerals  of  the  province,  but 
the  results  of  th(»ir  explorations  have  not  been  disclosed. 

As  regards  tlie  F(»rmosa  tea  which  still  goes  abroad  via  Amoy, 
I  should  mention  that  it  is  passed  through  in  bond  and  if  cleared 
within  12  months  of  arrival  pays  no  duty  to  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment, so  that  in  this  respect  it  adds  nothing  to  the  i-evenue  of  the 
port.  The  policy  of  allowing  this  is  an  enlightened  one  as  it 
practically  makes  Amoy  the  shipping  headquarters  of  the  ocean- 
borne  tea  trade  of  Formosa,  thus  increasing  the  shipping  revenue, 
and  giving  emi>Ioynient  to  local  labour.  How  long  this  state  of 
ufiTairs  will  continue  remains  to  be  seen,  as  I  am  informed  by  ihe 
Amoy  Chamber  n(  Commerce  that  a  differential  tax  has  been 
imposed  by  the  Japanese  Governmeiit  against  the  trade  by  this 
route  and  in  favour  of  shipment  to  foreign  countries  via  Japan. 
This  very  vitally  affects  the  interests  of  BritisVi  merchants  both 
in  Amoy  and  H(»ng-Kong,  and  urgent  appeals  have  been  made  by 
both  the  Hong-Kong  and  Amoy  Chambers  of  Commerce  to  Her 
Majesty's  Minister  in  Tokio  in  connection  with  it.  From  what 
1  can  gather  British  merchants  here  feel  very  strongly  that  tlieir 
energy  and  capital  created  the  Amoy  and  Formosa  tea  trade  and 
any  special  taxation  against  them  they  naturally  resent.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  should  the  Japanese  succeed  in  diverting 
the  Formosa  tea  trade  from  Amoy,  British  shipping  interests  will 
suffer  as  well  as  local  merchants. 

The  occupation  of  Formosa  by  the  Japanese  appears  to  have 
driven  the  natives  in  cousideiahle  numbers  over  to  Amoy.  Im- 
patient as  they  may  have  been  of  Ja]>anese  rule  in  Formosa,  they 
are  not.  slow  to  avail  themselves  in  Amoy  of  the  advantages  of 
Consular  assistance.  At  least  1,0U0  Formosa  Chinese  are 
registered  at  the  Japanese  Consulate  as  Japanese  subjects,  and 
no  less  than  80  mercantile  businesses  kept  by  Chinese  of  unmixed 
blood  are  registered  at  the  custom-house  as  Jajianese  firms.  An 
active  propaganda  is  also  being  carried  on  in  the  interior  by 
Japanese  priests.  While  we  require  that  persons  of  Chinese  blood 
should  show  two  generations  of  residence  in  a  British  colony  to 
^jntitlc  them  to  British  protection  in  China,  the  mere  fact  of 
having  been  resident  in  Formosa,  and  in  many  cases  even  a 
slighter  qualification  is  sufficient  for  a  Chinese  to  secure  Japanese 
protection  in  Amoy. 

To  sum  up  the  trade  prospects  of  Amoy  apart  from  all 
political    considerations,   hopes    for   the    future    appear    to  -lie 
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entirely  in  the  improvement  of  communications  and  the  opening 
of  mines.  With  the  increase  of  prosperity  thus  brought  about, 
this  port  may  eventually  take  its  fair  share  of  foreign  imports. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  courtesy  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  in  allowing  me  access  to  his  returns 
before  publication,  and  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  furnished  me 
with  necessary  information  in  their  respective  lines. 


Annex  1. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Anioy 
during  the  Year  1899-98. 


ArtidM. 

Lbs. 

„            ... 
„ 

„ 

Pieces  :;! 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity.  ,     Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

LangnganA 

Paper         

Preaenres 

Samsha,  medicated         

Siigar— 

Brown     

White      

Candy      ^ 

Tea.  black 

Tobacco,  prepared 

Umbrellas,  paper 

Other  artidee       

£ 

1,6S4,666    1         9,640 

6,169,783           35,926 

762,666             7,636 

1,809,466     '       14,146 

18,867,066           47,966 

1.664,666              9,460 

13.214,300           84,540 

1,400,400           22,410 

1,996,983    1       29,446 

774,480             8,860 

122,970 

1,284,115 

6,826,400 

778,449 

1,19«,069 

13,782,923 
i;261,929 
9.962,865 
1,399,692 
2,899,400 
1,046,165 

£ 

7,686 
33,057 

7,627 
11.392 

34,051 
7,262 
61,042 
20,907 
40,266 
10,265 
125,960 

Qroes  total  of  exports 

... 

392  866 
27,161 

... 

364,304 
36,168 

Net  total  of  export  trade    . . . 

1     368.614 

328,161 
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Annex  2. — Retitrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Amoy 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1868. 

Artlclw. 

Quantity. 

Valua. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Opium— 

£ 

£ 

Malwa      „        ... 

Lbs. 

10,776 

7.696 

7,980 

5,561 

Patna       

It           ••• 

7,792 

4,860 

682 

3tt 

Benmres 

m,iei 

219,285 

868.780 

204,214 

Persian 

M 

4&,2A6 

30,990 

141,812 

87,888 

Counij  good»— 

Sh1rtio((8,  grr/,  plain 

Pieces 

28,862 

7,890 

3l.4W> 

7,848 

wWt€    „     

„ 

60.648 

22,875 

58,030 

18,495 

dyed     „      

If 

4,482 

1,320 

4,470 

1.286 

,,           ,.      flffurod,  bro- 

caded    

II 

14,767 

6,830 

10,400 

4,286 

T^lothii .« 

M 

65,016 

18.845 

70,983 

14,171 

CbintBM   ..        ...        

t1                      ••• 

7,867 

2.290 

... 

Turkey  red  thirtlngi 

M 

7.451 

2.445 

... 

Japaneee  cotton  doth 

Indian  jam       « 

„ 

30,545 

3,226 

19,885 

i;8Ti 

Lbs. 

7,878,800 

156,510 

11,088,688 

214,81ft 

Japanese  yarn 

WooUen  goods— 

i» 

710,988 

14,460 

117,306 

2,884 

Camlets,  English         

Pieces      ... 

3,868 

6,790 

8.699 

6.141 

If 

1,051 

1,800 

1,123 

1,847 

Jrallan  cloth      

II 

... 

306 

76» 

Met!  cording     

11          ♦•• 

... 

208 

600 

Cord  and  yam 

Lbs. 

57.aoo 

'5J75 

47,220 

4.046 

... 

... 

4,920 

... 

Metals  ^ 

Iron         

Lbs. 

960,000 

1,200 

1,448,287 

8,842 

Tin,  insUba      

„           ... 

•48,800 

32,890 

725,781 

21.428 

Lead,  in  pigs     ...        ...       ... 

181,066 

1,280 

157,206 

1.0«> 

Quick»ilTer        

,,           ... 

80.000 

8.800 

30,989 

2,808 

Other  metali     ...       

... 

10,020 

3,500 

Sundri*^.  foreign— 

B^he  de  mer     

Lbs. 

810,588 

18,680 

887,750 

12,857 

Bims'  nests        

„ 

7,066 

6,735 

10.108 

9,488 

Coal         

Tona 

18,966 

11,940 

9,440 

7,165 

Cotton,  raw,  Indian  and  oord... 

Lbs. 

506,800 

8,180 

987,392 

14,428 

Dvfs,  sniline     

•»           ••• 

... 

2,055    1 

119,700 

2,147 

Fish,  dried  and  salt     

»» 

5,588,866 

36088 

6,644,018 

57,447 

Flonr       

»i           "^ 

21,545,460 

86,280 

18,153,700 

53,700 

Ginseng 

,1 

22,800 

26,100 

27,265 

24.804 

Leather 

244,800 

5,950 

804,570 

6,470 

Uly  flowers,  dried        

,, 

796,983 

8,940 

665,931 

4,946 

MHUhes,  Japanese       

Groas 

682,860 

23.026 

628,335 

21.286 

Morphia 

Oia. 

16,629 

4,3.*.0 

11,810 

8,826 

Oil,  kerosene,  American 

Gallons    .. 

1.384,270 

36.675 

580,090 

12,199 

„             Rwslan 

„        ... 

l,273.8as 

28,426 

1,010,900 

17,7tt 

„             Sumatra 

II 

452,786 

11,280 

1,056,090 

20,060 

Paddy      

II 

7,199.610 

12,916 

... 

Prawns  and  shrimps,  dried    ... 

1,500.000 

16,180 

1.540,988 

14.900 

Bice ... 

n 

186,533,266 

457,290 

3.1,339,031 

104,846 

SilkKOCds          

II            ••' 

7,680 

17,765 

9.944 

Sugar,  refined 

„       ^    ... 

776.983 

5,2f5 

665,000 

4,444 

Other  foreign  sundries 

... 

142,957 

45.401 

Total     

1,509,705 

1,C99,613 

txceffs  of   re-expoTti  over 

imports       

18,975 

280 

!    1,490,780 

1,099,283 

NiitlTP  procure — 

Beancake  

Lba. 

83,088,466 

140.190 

64,436.904 

104,031 

Beans      

n 

88,699,866 

162,327 

74,646.649 

146,922 

Cotton,  raw       

i»               ••• 

930.066 

lft.i80 

1,292,893 

20,248 

Oil,  hean,  Ac 

»» 

1.631,866 

10,609 

Opium,  Kihngsn          

»»               ••• 

... 

'2,'793 

ii028 

„       Syechnen          

*>               ... 

4.000 

i,i70 

18.712 

8,414 

„       Ynnnan 

It 

64,538 

29,430 

112.119 

43,418 

Prawns,  dried 

3,831,200 

38,776 

2,620.283 

26,224 

Bice         

„                              M. 

1    38,020,266 

120.750 

2,195,988 

6,421 

Bamsbu 

»»                              ••• 

1,143.600 

7,260 

911.050 

5,508 

Seeds       

l» 

4,670.000 

22,290 

671,251 

4,262 

Silk  pfece-gocdff 

»» 

19,466 

11,220 

18,088 

9,928 

Tea,  black          

«,                               ... 

222,138 

1           7.545 

167.447 

6,514 

Vermicelli          

tf 

1,236,800 

14,660 

1,197,532 

12.022 
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Ebtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Amoy  (luring  tho 
Years  1899-98— continued 


Aitidea. 

Lbs. 

1899. 

1898. 

qoantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wteat     ...       

Other  native  prodnce 

14,088,668 

SI,fi76 
76,809 

2,667,881 

6,644 
66,266 

Total „       ... 

Ezoeai  of  re-ezpons  oyer 
importB       

... 

689,960 
120 

... 

466,786 
68 

Import,  native  produce 
„       foreij^  goods 

... 

688,860 
1,490,780 

... 

466.667 
1.099,'^83 

Net  total   of    imports    as 

above          

Be-export  of  foreign  goods... 
„          native  goods ... 

;•• 

2,180,690 
658,490 
29,861 

... 

1,664,900 

664,918 

86,168 

Gross  total  of  import  trade... 

2,768,481 

... 

2,166,971 

Annex  3. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  into  Amoy  to  and  from  Foreigu  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Coantry. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  •• 

75 

194 

•  • 

176 

Hong-KoDg      .. 

24,270 

20,680 

1,075,125 

950,152 

Singapore  and  Straits . . 

71,985 

71,841 

284,760 

186,710 

United  States  of  America 

8,510 

8,224 

18,920 

•  • 

Java      • •         • •         • • 

88,715 

84,819 

•  • 

4,774 

PhiUppine  Islands       .. 

9,225 

12,074 

1,965 

890 

Japan 

•  • 

40 

16,200 

7,444 

Formosa 

50,780 

78,720 

521,700 

540,209 

Siam 

1,920 

2,855 

•  • 

•  • 

Cochin-China,  Tongking, 

Atinam 

6,015 

5,797 

118.280 

12,409 

BnssiaCbysea).. 

•  • 

•  • 

18,885 

•  • 

Continent    of    Europe 

(ezdading  Russia)  •• 

•  • 

.. 

•  • 

•  • 

British  America 

» • 

110 

•  • 

•  • 

Australia 

•  • 

.. 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  places     .. 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

Total*  .. 

206,445t 

228,854 

2,040,285t 

3,652,778 

*  A  ehange  has  been  made  in  this  table  since  last  year,  as  the  imports 
then  included  the  reexport  of  Formosa  tea,  now  a  foreign  re-export,  and  as  this  is 
also  included  in  the  exports  a  wrong  ioapression  was  conveyed. 

t  Gross  export,  including  re-expoii  of  native  produce  (28,175/.)  only. 

X  Gross  import,  including  re-exports  (558,480l)« 
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Summary. 


Value. 

Imports  from  foreign  oonntriet    . . 
„           Chineteportf 

£ 
2,040,286 
8,895 

Total  foreign  imporUi    • . 

2,040.180 

Be^zportB  to  foreign  oonntriet    . 
„           Chineee  ports 

644,170 
14,810 

Total  reexports 

668,480 

Annex  4. — Table  showing  Quantity  of  Amoy  and  Fonnosa  Tea 
for  the  Year  1899. 


Deecription. 

Quantity. 

Amoj  teas 

Formosa  teas          

Lba 

1,276,267 

17,682,000 

Total 

18,fl68,267 

ABLE  showing  Distribution  of  the  above  Teas  for  the  Year  1899. 


Destination. 


Great  Britain     . . 

HoDg'KouK 

United  States  of  America 

Straits  Setilements 

Java 

Siam 

Philippine  Islands 

Coch in-China,  &c. 

British  America.  •. 

Formosa  . . 


Total  to  foreign  countries 
„       Cbine&e  ports  . . 

Grand  total 


Quantity. 


Amoy  Tea. 


Lbs. 

6,267 

385,200 

92.133 

869  838 

186,584 

43,600 

17,600 

76,000 

19,200 


Formosa  Tea. 


1,195,867 
80,400 


1,276,267 


Lbs. 

108,066 

617,383 

16,312,401 

227,200 

1,066,267 

28,867 

188 

17,200 

287,600 


17,666,067 
26,983 


17,682,000 
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Table  showing  the  Quantities  of  the  undermentioned  Classes 
of  Tea  Exported  in  1899. 


Quantity. 

To  Foreign 
OonntrioB. 

To  Ghineee 
Ports. 

Total 

Congou  

Oolong 

Pouchong          

Souchong          

Lbe. 

1,200 

17,140,001 

1,692,800 

16,988 

Lbs. 

108V888 
4,000 

Lbe. 

1,200 

17,248,884 

1,696,800 

16,988 

Total 

18,850,984 

107,888 

18,958,267 

Annex  5. — Kktukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Amoy 
during  the  Year  1899.     • 

Entered. 


Steam. 

/ 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nomher 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number     I       «  „. 
of  Vessels.  '       ^<'"»- 

British       

Chinese     

Oerman     

JaiMUiese 

Dutch        ...       •.. 

Spaniih     

American 

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Danish      

nvnch      ...       ... 

Hawaiian 

666 
72 
106 

17 

7 

1 
I 

680,989 
61,697 
94,887 
98.748 

l',8l6 
18,648 

9,692 
696 
877 

2,298 

14 
2 
6 
6 

8.779 

80 

2,286 

176 

... 

669 

74 

HI 

116 

"'6 

17 

7 

1 
1 

1 

689,718 
61,627 
96,672 
98,918 

1,815 
18,648 

9,692 
606 
877 

2,298 

Total      

„   forthepre- 
oedingyear  ... 

974 

... 
... 

968,887 

27                 11,219 

...          ,          ... 

1,001 

966,066 

Cleared. 


steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Numherof 
Vessels. 

674 
74 

Hi 

116 

"6 
18 

7 

1 
1 
1 

Tons. 

British      

Chinese     

German    

Japanese 

Dutch        

Spanish     

American ... 
Bwedish  and  Noi^ 

wegian 

DanUh      

Franoh     

Hawaiian 

668 
72 
106 
109 

"6 
17 

7 

I 
1 
1 

688,878 
61,797 
94,887 
98,748 

1.816 
18,648 

9,692 
696 
877 

2,298 

16 
2 
6 
6 

"i 

10,869 

80  • 
2,286 
176 

1.668 

693,747 
61,827 
96,672 
98,918 

l','8I6 
20,096 

9.692 
696 
877 

2,298 

Total     

977 
798 

966,476 
798,777 

80 

27 

14,862 
18,681 

1,007 
820 

970,888 
812,406 

Digitized  by 


Google 


LONDON : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office, 

Bt  HARBISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinsiy  to  Her  M^esty. 

(75    8  I  00— HAS    684) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2512  Annnal  Series. 
DIPLOMATIO  AND  CONBVhAR  BEFOBTS. 


CHINA. 


REPORT   FOR   THE   YEAR   1899 


OH  THS 


TRADE      OF      CANTON. 


BBFEBENOE  TO  PBBYIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2824 


Prmentedtobi^hEcmteiofParUafn^nthyOofWfnandofEerMajettyy 
AUGUST,  1900. 


LOKDONi 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  UUWTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HAEBISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANS, 

PBINTBB8  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HKR  ICAJBStT. 


And  to  bepQrcliased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

BTRE  A  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Strxst,  Flset  Strxst,  E.G.^ 

and  82,  Abinodon  Strbbt,  Westminbtbr.  S.W.  ; 

or  JOHN  ^ENZIBS  A  Co.,  Rosx  Stbbbt,  Bdinbuboh, 

and  90,  West  Nils  Strbbt,  Glasgow; 

or  HODGEf^.  TIGrurlS,  &  Co.,  Limited,  104,  Orafton  Strut,  Dublin. 

1900. 
[Oi  362—8.]  ^ice  One  Penny. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Yolume  and  yalue  of  trade .^ - •«*«^  ^ 

Gtom  Talae  of  trade  ..m ^ •■•••.^••.••.m •* ^ 

Impoite — 

General  inczeafe ....«...•« ............................m..... •^••••'  ^ 

Shippiiig  during  the  jear ^ ..•.....^..•..•.....•.............^..-..~  ^ 

Proportion  (Xf  BHtish  Aifpfatg^^,^  ,.^,^,.. .,..,,,  ,- ^ >.-.>■  ^ 

Bxpofts — ^natire  pvodnoe— 

Silk      M ..^...•.......M....M*......«..~<.M..M..MMM..«...^*«««  ^ 

Silk  fflatuzes  and  the  fuel  diAooUy .....^^.....m. .. ......^......m.^..-  5 

Matting....,.., ^--^            ir  iiiininiiniiiiiinii.nnmniiiiiiiiM.u.Mtti-m-n — tt mm  ^ 

Tea   

ImporU— fofeign  gooda — 

€kneral  inoraaee  in— 

Opiinn , 

Cotton  gooda  ..^...•......«....m„..m«m.mm...h...m..«......m.«......-...^.......~.m...~.-  ^ 

WooUena  and  metala M«....*M«i.«MMMM... m« M..M..,.«««M.i« -—-*  ^ 

^J^I^OTDtBIk  UOUr      •.M..Itl«*t*.».t.....««M«4.tMltf*...«*«tM.M*.«*.t«...M.<t..l.<.«««MM<*M«M««...«.**  • 

JLeroeene  ou mm. •••••••.iM4**«..*«f*ttM*.Mit».tM««*Mt».»M«M*M*..M«M<*««*M.i.M**«««*M  • 

impona-— natire  prodttoe  MM.*..««M»M*«.it«tii»ta«M«*iiM««iu m«>m«»m*.mmmmm««««  ♦ 

Trannt  paewa  for  iaporle— 

Aiunber  of  ........................4i«<«*..,^,,ij<,»,,^„,ii.,.,,„„„„„„,„..^„„„„„,„,,,«,......„.«  7 

Freedom  from  obetrnetion... ....•^..^...^.m^.....,^.......... .«.«...- --....  ^ 

Tranait paaeesfor exports  . ^, ^.....*.«.„. « 

Inland  waters  navigation . ......,*„.^ ^.^  « 

lAnnchee  iwgiatered  as  of  foreigB  avsenliip ....*.«.. » 

Modilleetion  of  vegnktlona  anggevlad ^^^., ..4«.^..........,...-^-.....  9 

Pitacy,  not  directly  aifeoting  BrilU  trade. ,^.. 10 

Railway  projeeU — ,^ „ ^,„^ ^ 10 

^poeed  pnbUc  works ^ ,.,.,^ ^  12 

Accommodation  at  the  port  tmifm^^tk  HtdAwU uuu^ 1^ 


•  li*n*t«....<.M*t««t..t«*t.«t«t*MMMM«* 


•  t*W»...  •«•«  M  (■••••••  •••(••.•M«*«t*t  •••••...••  M  *l<l  1 1  MM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2512.  Animal  Series. 

Beference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Seried  No.  2324. 


JReport  on  the  Trade  of  Canton  for  the  Tear  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Scott. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  Julj  18, 1900.) 

The  trade  of  Canton  dealt  with  in  the  following  report,  and  Eeport 
for  which  statistics  are  appended,  is  that  confined  to  foreign  l>™>*«d  to. 
bottoms  and  to  Chinese  steamers  of  foreign  type  and  forms,  but  J^^^™'"^ 
a  portion  of  the  whole  trade  which  finds  ingress  and  egress  at  imperial 
Canton.      What  proportion    it    bears  to  the  total  trade  it  is  Maritime 
impossible  to  say,  but  it  is  the  only  portion  coming  under  the^^*^™"* 
control  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  for  which  alone 
are  any  statistics  forthcoming.    This  statement  applies  to  all  the 
treaty  ports  of  China,  but  owing  to  the  proximity  of  Hong-Kong 
with  greater  force  to  Canton,  that  magnificent  waterway,  the  Pearl 
Biver,  forming  a  perfectly  safe  and  expeditious  means  of  transit 
for  goods  by  native  craft  between  Canton  and  Hong-Kong,  the 
great  entrepSt  for  merchandise  consumed  and  produced  in  Southern 
China. 

The  year  1899  has  been  distinguished  as  being  that  in  which  Volume  »nd 
the  trade  of  Canton,  so  far  as  any  statistics  are  available,  has  Talue  of  trade 
reached  its  hitherto  highest  point  in  the  bulk   and  value   of  — ^ig^e«*  on 
both   exports  and  imports.      This  is  the  more  remarkable   as  ^^^^ 
statements  have  appeared  from  sources  that  should  be  responsible 
and  well  informed  that  the  West  Eiver  and  Inland  Water  Naviga- 
tion Begulations  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  the  expansion 
of  trade,  while  the  prevalence  of  "piracy,"  as  it  is  somewhat 
exaggeratedly  called,  had  practically  put  a  stop  to  trade  altogether. 
No  doubt  these  statements  have  been  made  to  some  extent  under 
the  idea  that  exaggeration  is  necessary  where  change  or  reform 
is  desired,  but  in  this  case  it  would  seem  that  they  have  overshot 
their  mark,  so  wide  are  the  real  facts  from  those  predicated. 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade,  as  given  in  the  table  appended,  G-rou  Talue 
amounted  to  8,887,841/.,  as  compared  with  7,134,471/.  in  1878,  o^  *»^ 
an  increase  of  1,753,370/.    This  increase  is  distributed  over  all 
the  headings  into  which  the  trade  is  divided. 

The  import  of  foreign  goods  has  increased  by  368,797/.,  and  increase  of 
of  Chinese  goods  imported  and  exported  by  1,384,573/.    It  is  thus  imparti. 
seen  that  the  prosperity  of  the  year  was  not  due  to  a  sudden  spurt 
(656)  ▲  2 
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in  the  import  or  export  of  two  or  three  commodities  only,  but  was 
distributed  over  all  branches  of  trade. 

The  return  of  shipping  appended  relates  only  to  steamers,  the 
sailing  vessels  visiting  Canton  consisting  only  of  a  few  lorch&s 
trading  between  Hong-Kong  and  Canton,  and  of  which  those 
carrying  kerosene  oil  are  towed  for  the  most  part  by  steam 
launches. 

The  fluctuations  in  the  number  of  steamers  under  various 
flags  inwards  and  outwards  have  been  normal  Those  under  the 
German  flag  have  increased  from  162  in  1898  to  210  in  1899, 
but  in  189H  there  had  been  a  decrease  from  180  in  the  previous 
year  to  162.  The  return  includes  Chinese  steamers,  and  the 
})ercent«ge  of  British  steamers  is  53  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  To 
show  the  preponderance  of  British  flags  as  compared. with  those 
of  all  other  non-Chinese  flags  these  Chinese  vessels  should  be 
eliminated.  It  will  then  appear  that  British  steamers  are  86  per 
cent,  of  all  foreign  vessels;  in  tonnage  the  proportions  are  re- 
spectively 80  and  90  per  cent  The  total  number  of  steamers 
inwards  and  outwards  is  6,938  of  3,696,996  tons. 

In  tlie  export  of  native  products  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  643,526/.,  the  tigui-es  being,  to  foreign  countries  3,508,785/., 
against  2,900,399/.  in  1898,  and  to  Chuiese  ports  535.087/., 
against  496,947/. 

The  export  of  silk,  raw,  reeled,  woven,  &c.,  amounted  in  value 
to  3,048,605/.,  that  is,  as  near  as  possible,  to  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  export  trade.  As  compared  with  the  year  1898  this  shows 
tm  increase  of  601,852/.  Tliis  increase  has  taken  place  chiefly  in 
silk  reeled  for  the  most  part  at  the  steam  filatures  existing  now 
in  large  nuiiiber.s  (said  to  be  close  on  200)  all  through  the  silk 
producing  districts.  In  1899  there  were  produced  from  this 
source  4,868,297  lbs.,  as  against  4,405,067  lbs.  in  1898 ;  in  most 
of  the  other  items  there  was  a  considerable  falling-off.  The  year 
has  been  altogether  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  the  silk  trade 
in  Canton  in  the  prices  paid  for  the  product.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  it  is  reported  that  prices  remained  firm  and  buoyant  at  over 
1,200  dol.  a  picul.  Such  prices  have  hitherto  been  quite  unknown 
here,  and  an  enormous  impetus  has  been  given  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  mulberry  and  the  rearing  of  silkworms.  Many  new 
filatures  have,  it  is  said,  been  started,  and  unless  some  serious  and 
unexpected  clieck  intervenes  it  may  with  confidence  be  predicted 
that  the  export  from  Canton  wUl  equal  that  of  Shanghai  in  a 
few  years.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  say  why  this  has  not  long 
since  been  the  case.  The  silk  itself,  or  the  way  it  is  treated,  may 
not  be  equal  to  the  product  grown  and  the  skill  shown  in  the 
Shanghai  districts,  but  six  or  even  seven  crops  of  silk  can  be 
•gathered  in  one  year  against  one  in  the  north.  This  imprece- 
dented  activity  in  the  tiade  has  been  attributed  to  an  anticipated 
demand  created  by  the  Paris  Exhibition,  and  was  not  confined  to 
Canton. 

Prices  fluctuated  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  but  as  time 
went  on  they  steadied  wd  finally  rose  to  the  height  stated.    At 
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firtt  jprices  were  generally  tower  in  Cftiltoii  than  in  othbr  Sifelertl 
markets,  but  towards  the  cIobjb  6{  tte  yeAr  they  tvere  eqtiali^d. 
The  sBdson  on  the  whole  wad  no  doitbt  a  profltablb  ohfe  to  deale*^ 
though  heavy  losses  must  have  been  experienced  on  iiiuch  of  the 
Bilk  bought  at  the  top  of  the  market. 

As  a  curious  indta&ee  bf  the  economical  efibct  that  the  develop- 
ment of  an  industry  may  haVe  in  any  giveh  nfeighbdurhood  it  tody 
be  mentioned  that  it  is  stated  that  the  very  serious  rise  in  the 
cost  of  firewood  and  charcoal,  practically  the  only  fuelli  used  by 
the  Chinese,  has  been  caused  by  the  use  of  wood  in  feeding  the 
ftirnaces  of  the  engines  of  tfie  fildtures.  So  serious  is  the  matter  SUk  filatures 
Donsidered  that  instructions  have  been  issued  by  the  high^^®^^®^ 
provincial  authorities. that  from  the  ninth  mohtb  of  the  cUrrent  ^* 

reat  coal  obly  bhall  be  bumbd  at  the  fllatUtes.  THe  silk  reeiers 
hdve  raised  an  outbry  at  this  declaring  that  silk  cannbt  be  reeled 
if  coal  is  burned— the  bnly  possible  sanity  in  inch  a  statement 
mubt  be  that  the  smoke  from  the  furiiaoes  may  injure  the  mhU 
berry  trees,  silk,  or  silkworms  if  coal  is  used,  bUt  as  baoh  filature 
reels  silk  from  a  very  large  district,  and  no  filature  need  of 
necessity  be  in  close  proxithity  to  the  mulberry  plantations  it 
does  hot  seem  very  valid.  The  truth  probably ^is  that  In  spita 
of  the  increased  cost  of  firewood  coal  is  still  the  dearer  of  the 
two  fuels. 

The  return  of  the  export  of  ^toatting  givdn  in  th^  table  M»<*mf. 
appwded,  nahielyi  94,776  rollsj  valued  at  58,276f.,  as  against 
202,009  rolls,  valued  at  114,832/.,  is,  I  flud  (on  enquiryi  entiteljr 
faltediOus  as  rdpresetiting  the  tmde  in  mattiUg  to  foreigu  countries 
fl*din  this  port  and  district.  The  real  production  £iud  expott  was 
rtbout  450,000  rolls  as  compared  with  400>d00  rbllS  in  1898.  The 
dififer^iicb  between  these  figures  ahd  those  given  in  thb  Custom^ 
fetUrns  represents  the  niatting  junk-borUe  to  Hong-Kong  which 
is  really  the  port  of  shipment  for  foreign  countries.  A  great 
deal  of  this  is  shipped  by  junk  from  Caritoti.  A  toiich  larget 
proportion  is  shipped  by  junks  from  TuUffkuan,  a  great  matting 
producing  district  on  the  river  between  this  and  Hong-lCOng,  to 
the  latter  port  direct,  as  well  as  from  other  places.  Considering 
the  freight  and  taxes  to  which  this  matting  would  be  subjected 
it  shipped  from  Canton,  it  is  hardly  a  matter  for  surprise  that  the 
customs  returns  are  no  criterion  of  the  importance  of  the  trade. 

The  trade  last  year  was  on  the  whole  normal.  The  popularity 
of  the  article  appears  to  be  growing  in  America,  where  the 
market  remained  good.  Large  contracts  were  made  early  in  the 
season,  and  dealers  raised  their  prices  in  consequence.  To  excuse 
themselves,  which  would  seem  to  have  been  scarcely  necessary, 
they  said  that  the  raw  material  was  scarce,  the  "  straw "  of  the 
second  crop  being  short  and  of  poor  quality,  and  that  the  cost  of 
living,  wages,  &c.,  had  increased,  this  last  assertion  being  unfortu- 
nately no  doubt  true. 

During  the  year  freights  to  America  vi§  the  Suez  Canal  were 
abnormally  low,  and  .shippers  availfed  thelriselves  largely  of  this 
1-onte,  thei-fe  were  coiisoquently  fewer  sailing  vessels  oh  the  lierth 
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in  Hong'Song  than  usual.  The  principal  market  for  Canton 
matting  is  New  York.  The  shipments  to  I^ondon  and  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  although  freights  ruled  high,  were  also  some 
5  per  oent.  in  advance  of  those  of  1898.  The  prospects  of  the 
trade  for  the  coming  year  appear  good. 
^^^  As  in  the  case  of  matting,  and  silk  to  some  extent^  the  returns 

of  tea  given  in  the  tables  of  the  customs  returns  convey  no  idea 
of  the  real  quantities  exported.  In  the  case  of  tea,  as  with 
matting,  the  information  is  positively  misleading,  as  the  figures 
show  an  actual  decrease,  while  I  am  informed  that  there  was 
really  an  increase  of  about  1,000,000'  lbs.  as  compared  with  1898, 
which  year,  however,  was  the  worst  year,  as  r^ards  the  quantity 
exported,  on  record. 

The  total  amount  exported  to  London  is  stated  to  have  been 
5,250,000  lbs.  This  was  all  junk-borne  to  Hong-Eong  for 
transhipment  The  1,130,214  lbs.  which  appear  in  the  customs 
returns  was  none  of  it  destined  for  the  United  Kingdom, 
practically  the  whole  being  consumed  in  China  itself. 

The  improvement  in  the  trade  last  year  is  held  to  be  tem- 
porary only,  the  whole  course  of  the  trade  having  a  downward 
tendency  year  by  year,  and  is  gradually  but  surely  diminishing. 
The  requirements  for  the  1900  season  are  said  to  be  only 
4,000,000/. 

The  result  of  the  trade  in  1899  is  said  to  have  been  profitable 
to  the  producer,  and  more  ground  has  been  put  under  cultivation, 
but  the  increased  quantity  thus  produced  will  all  be  required  for 
«     consumption  on  the  spot  and  for  export  to  other  parts  of  China. 
Other  The  remaining  articles  of  export  call  for  no  special  remark, 

exports.  They  were  almost  entirely  exported  for  native  consumption  in 

China,  in  Hong-Eong,  Macao,  the  Straits  Settlements,  Netherlands- 
India,  or  other  foreign  countries  to  which  Chinese  have  emigiuted. 

One  item  is  of  interest  as  bearing  on  the  increased  cost  of 
living  in  Canton,  Hong-Eong,  and  China  generally. 

The  export  of  <eggs  shows  an  increase  of  over  13,000,000,  the 
figures  being  21,669,910  for  1899,  against  7,779,705  in  1898,  and 
the  values  31,130/.  and  8»064Z.  respectively.  It  is  said  these 
^gs  went  chiefly  to  Manila,  where,  since  the  occupation  by  the 
United  States  troops,  there  has  been  an  enormous  demand  for  all 
kinds  of  provisions.  It  is  probable  too  that  the  eggs  are  exported 
largely  to  be  used  in  various  manufactures  in  Europe. 
Importf.  The  gross  value  of  the  imports  in  1899  shows  a  satisfactory 

increase  of  1,109,844/.,  the  figures  being  4;846,969/.  in  1899  and 
3,737,125/.  in  1898.  The  hedthy  nature  of  this  advance  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  with  the  exception  of  11  out  of  the  38  principal 
articles  of  import  all  show  an  increase,  several  of  those  that  have 
decreased  being  of  quite  minor  importance. 
Opium.  In  opium,  which  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  item  in  the  table 

appended,  the  increase  has  been  from  783,904  lbs.  in  1898,  valued 
at  437,121/.,  to  921,490  lbs.,  valued  at  605,912/.  in  1899.  This 
increase  though  on  many  groimds  no  doubt  to  be  deplored,  may  be 
taken  as  a  sign  of  the  prosperity  of  the  districts  served  &om 
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Canton.  No  other  cause  so  far  as  I  am  aware  has  been  assimed 
for  this  large  increase  of  137,586  lbs.,  the  equivalent  of  about 
1,030  chests.  During  the  year  a  much  more  strict  collection  of 
the  tax  levied  on  boile^  native  and  foreign  opium  has  been  insti- 
tuted, but  it  does  not  seem  to  have  decreased  the  consumption. 

Cotton  goods  of  all  kinds  imported  have  increased  in  value  Cotton  goodi, 
from  246,359t  in  1898  to  292,084/.  in  1899,  an  increase  of  45,725/., 
or  nearly  19  per  cent.  Of  the  10  principal  items  eight  have 
increased  in  quantity  and  value,  and  in  Indian  yarn  alone  is  there 
any  serious  falling-off.  Some  2,000,000  lbs.  in  quantity  and  over 
30,000/.  sterling  in  value  were  short  imported,  as  compared  with 
1898.  This  is  possibly  accounted  for  by  the  import  of  cotton 
yam  destined  for  Kuangsi  and  Ytlnnan  direct  from  Hong-Kong 
vi&  Wuchow  and  the  West  Biver,  instead  of  as  formerly  vift  Canton, 
In  both  English  and  Japanese  yarn  there  was  an  increase,  but  the 
total  quantity  imported  was  inconsiderable,  especially  in  the  case 
of  the  latter. 

Woollens  and  metals  also  showed  an  increase,  in  the  case  of  WooUcni 
the  former  from  14,200/.  to  31,800/. ;  the  quantity  of  the  latter  was  ^^  ™**^'' 
even  more  trifling. 

Wheat  flour  imported  from  California  shows  a  futther  large  Fbur. 
advance  from  15,893,200  to  25,900.000  lbs.    This  article  is  daily 
gaining  in  popularity  with  the  Chinese,  and  is  used  chiefly  for  the 
making  of  cakes,  biscuits,  &o.    There  is  every  probability  that 
the  trade  will  largely  increase  in  the  near  future. 

In  kerosene  oil  the  increase  has  also  been  considerable,  from  K«rowne  oil. 
6,466,125  gallons  in  1898  to  7,712,180  gallons  in  1899,  but  while 
American  and  Bussian  oils  have  increased  from  1,011,440  and 
and  1,419,630  gallons  to  3,026,600  and  3,237,565  callons  respec- 
tively, Sumatran  oil  has  decreased  from  4,005,055  to  1,448,015 
gallons. 

The  remaining  items  of  the  foreign  imports  call  for  no  special 
remark.  The  fluctuations  have  been  only  what  may  be  expected, 
with  an  upward  tendency  in  the  case  of  most  of  them. 

Of  the  principal  native  articles  of  import  nearly  all  show  an  Native 
advance  as  compared  with  1898,  and  like  other  branches  of  trade  *"P^''^- 
may  be  held  to  have  flourished  greatly  during  the  year. 

Transit  passes  inward  for  foreign  goods  have  been  respected  Tramit 
during  the  year,  and  no  complaints  of  non-recognition  have  been  f**'*l'°'jT 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Consulate.    Just  over  12  per  cent,  of  obrtruotion^ 
all  foreign  goods  imported,  against  12*8  per  cent,  in  1898,  have  complained  of. 
received  the  protection  thus  afforded.    The  principal  itenis  sent 
inland  under  pass  were  cotton  and  wooflen  goods,  metals,  matches, 
kerosene  oil,  and  a  host  of  other  miscellaneous  goods.     The  transit  . 
trade  is,  of  course,  far  less  than  it  should  be,  but  until  the  privi- 
lege is  really  as  well  as  ostensibly  extended  to  Chinese  merchants 
it  is  useless  to  expect  any  great  expansion.    The  passes  taken  out 
numbered  7,506.     Of  these,  4,539  were  taken  out  by   British 
merchants,  2,940  by  German  merchants,  and  22,  three  and  two  by 
Japanese,  Chinese,  and  American  respectively.    The  goods  covered 
))y  these  passes  were  with  few  exceptions  the  property  of  Chinese 
(655)  A  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8  GAOTOK. 

merchants*    It  is  possible  that  a  greater  display  of  courage  among 

Chinese  merchants  would  lead  to  far  better  results,  but  in  this 

province  there  is  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Mansfield's  suggestion  that 

all  transit  dues  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  likin,  that 

is,  that  they  should  be  handed  mainly  to  the  provincial  authorities. 

is  the  sole  remedy  for  the  failure  of  the  transit  pass  clauses  of 

the  treaty,  and  there  is  scarcely  more  doubt  that  it  would  be 

entirely  effective. 

^jMrft  Very'  few  outward  transit  passes  were  applied  for  during  the 

^1^]"       year ;  the  few  applications  from  Her  Majesty^s  Consulate  were  at 

'         once  acceded  to. 

No  interference  with  the  shops  and  places  of  business  opened 
by  foreign  merchants  in  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Canton  has  taken 
place  during  the  year,  although  complaints  have  been  received 
that  some  at  any  rate  of  these  establishments  are  foreign  in 
name  only.  These  complaints  would  possibly  not  be  made  could 
the  officials  only  attain  to  the  elementary  conception  that  it  is  the 
origin  not  the  ownership  of  foreign  goods  that  entitles  them  to 
the  protection  and  inununities  of  the  treaties. 
LiUpdWatMf  In  spite  of  many  assertions  to  the  contrary,  the  Inland  Waters 
IfaTigafcion.!  Navigation  from  Canton,  in  the  only  direction  it  seems  probable 
it  could  be  expected  to  do  so,  has  proved  a  very  considerable 
success.  Mr.  Mansfield  last  year  reported  that  there  were  93 
launches  registered  at  the  end  of  1898.  At  the  present  moment 
this  number  has  been  much  more  than  doubled.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  under  review  the  number  amounted  to  178.  Some  small 
quantity  of  goods  is  carried  by  these  launches  and  in  the  native 
boats  towed  by  them,  but  their  real  business  is  that  of  carrjring 
passengers.  The  development  of  the  passenger  traffic  has,  I 
think,  by  no  means  reached  its  full  extent  It  is  very  profitable 
and  launches  are  being  registered  almost  daily.  In  this  direction, 
therefore,  the  new  r^ulations  must,  I  think,  be  considered  a  very 
considerable  success. 

The  difficulties  and  intricacies  of  the  likin  system  of  taxation 
have  been  charged  with  preventing  these  launches  from  carrying 
goods  inland.  But  goods  are  carried  inland  and  are  brought  to 
Canton  for  sale  and  export,  and  the  vessels  conveying  them  are 
subjected  to  all  the  disadvantages  of  the  likin  as  at  present  col- 
lected. Under  the  Inland  Water  Navigation  Eegulations,  launches, 
it  is  laid  down,  when  carrying  goods  shall  be  on  the  same  footing 
as  junks  and  native  cargo  boats.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
some  other  cause  must  in  a  large  measure  be  responsible  for  the 
non-transference  of  the  carrying  trade  to  these  launches  or  to  boats 
towed  by  them.  It  seems  probable  that  as,  speaking  generally, 
Chinese  merchants  are  more  or  less  indifferent  to  a  day  or  so 
in  the  arrival  of  goods  at  their  destination,  it  is  found  on  these 
magnificent  waterways  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  that  it  is 
far  cheaper,  and,  on  the  whole,  more  convenient  to  send  goods 
inland  and  bring  them  to  Canton  in  native-built  boats  with  the 
assistance  of  the  tides  and  winds,  than  to  employ  steam  launches. 
There  is  no  doubt^  too,  that  the  native  .boats  bieing  generally  of 
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shallower  draft  than  the  screw  launches  at  present  almost  exdu- 
sively  used,  can  penetrate  further  inland  than  the  launches  can 
without  transhipment  of  the  goods.  In  time  a  partial  transfer- 
ence of  the  trade  may,  possibly,  be  looked  for,  but  it  seems  prob- 
able that,  for  a  long  time  to  come,  steam  on  the  inland  waters  of 
this  district  will  not  supplant  native  boats  propelled  leisurely  by 
sails,  oars,  poling,  and  the  tides.  This  appears  to  be  more  prob- 
able, as  in  the  case  of  the  passenger  traffic  there  has  been  no 
doubt  or  hesitation  in  the  matter. 

Of  the  178  launches  registered  in  Canton,  28  only  were  regis-  Launches 
tered  in  the  names  of  foreigners.  Of  these  18  were  British,  five  of^ow^n" 
German,  four  American,  and  one  French.  It  is  probable  that  the  ownership. 
genuine  interests  of  British  subjects  in  the  above  18  launches, 
with  an  exception  or  two,  is  extremely  trifling,  if,  indeed,  any  such 
interest  really  exists  at  alL  In  my  opinion,  it  is  improbable  in  a 
high  degree  that  genuine-owned  and  managed  British  or  foreign- 
owned  launches  will  ever,  under  any  circumstances,  be  able  to 
compete  with  Chinese  launches  in  the  inland  water  traffic  either 
in  passengers  or  goods,  simply,  if  for  no  other  reason,  on  the  score 
of  expense.  As  it  is,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  the  above 
launches  are  manned  from  the  captain  downwards  by  Chinese ; 
the  foreign  element  where  it  is  represented  on  board  at  all,  is 
represented  by  two  or  three  Sikh  guards.  The  monthly  wages  of 
the  foreign  master  alone  of  a  steamer  running  from  Canton  to 
Wuchow  probably  represent  the  total  wages  of  three  launches  for 
the  same  time  leaving  a  considerable  balance  for  coals. 

So  far  as  the  port  of  Canton  is  concerned,  a  modification  of  the  Modifloation 
Inland  Waters  Navigation  Eegulations  is  highly  desirable,  under  ^]^°^ 
special  rules  drawn  up  locally,  which  would  enable  all  launches  Regulations 
and  steamers  registered  for  the  inland  waters  at  Canton,  Samshui,  suggested. 
or  Wuchow,  to  carry  passengers  and  cargo  to  all  ports  and  places 
on  the  inland  waters  and  West  River  indifferently.     It  is  believed 
that  this  could  be  done,  and  proposals  to  that  effect  are,  it  is 
understood,  under  consideration.     It  should,  however,  be  clearly 
pointed  out  that  such  modification  would  be  a  further  privilege 
which  is  not  contained  in  either  the  Inland  Waters  Navigation  or 
West  Biver  Eegulations  as  at  present  in  force. 

It  may  be  as  well  that  something  should  be  said  on  the  subject  Pi»oy. 
of  so-called  "  piracy  "  in  the  Canton  waters  and  on  the  West  River. 
The  use  of  the  words  "  piracy  "  and  "  pirates  "  in  this  connection 
has  given  the  public  a  very  false  impression  on  the  subject,  and 
has  no  doubt  conjured  up  pictures  of  the  buccaneers,  Captain 
Kidd  and  other  famous  freebooters.  Lawlessness  and  robbery  and 
clan  feuds  and  fights  are  rife  in  this  part  of  China,  and  its  state 
from  the  point  of  view  of  law  and  order  is  deplorable.  The  popu- 
lation is  largely  armed  with  modem  weapons,  rifles  and  revolvers, 
probably  not  to  so  large  an  extent  as  is  believed,  but  no  doubt 
sufficiently  so  to  constitute  a  real  danger  to  the  peaceable  and 
well  conducted,  and  even  to  the  provincial  authorities  themselves, 
as  making  any  disturbance  more  serious  and  more  difficult  to 
suppress.  But  &om  the  point  of  view  of  trade,  although  it  may  be 
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unqneBtionably  and  unhesitatingly  eranted  a  priori  that  diidh  a 
slate  of  things  cannot  but  be  highly  detrimental  to  its  intetrests 
which  depend  so  much  on  peace  and  quiet  order  and  good  Gtovem- 
meilt,  yet  it  would  be  very  difficult  in  face  of  the  statistics  of 
trade  for  the  past  year  to  show  any  such  injury,  hx  1899,  It  may 
be  hoped,  it  is  indeed  probable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  fiis 
Excellency  Li  Hung  Chang  is  now  Viceroy,  that  lawlessnedsl 
reached  its  highest  point,  and  yet  1899  shows  the  largest  trade  of 
any  year  since  Canton  was  an  open  port.  It  is  the  same  with  the 
ports  of  Samshui  and  Wuchow  on  the  West  Eivet.  These  are 
facts ;  there  can  be  no  question  of  juggling  with  statistics ;  the 
trade  has  been  recorded,  the  revenue  has  been  collected. 
Pimcynot  I  oan  scarcely  hope  in  view  of  the  asserted  dire  results  of 

dutodj  piracy  on  British  trade  to  be  credited  when  I  assert  that  during 

B^ttiSi??  ad  ^^^  y^^  ^^^^  ^"®  single  bale  of  British  goods  has  beeti  lost  in  the 
^'  far  too  numerous  cases  of  armed  robbery  recorded,  but  such  is 
nevertheless  the  fact.  The  returns  of  trade  do  no  warrant  the 
belief  that  the  import  of  British  goods  has  even  been  hindered  or 
that  goods  for  export  have  suffered.  To  the  question  as  to  how 
great  would  have  been  the  trade  had  the  country  been  peaceful, 
no  answer  is  of  course  possible. 

The  *'  piracies  "  are  gang  robberies  with  arms,  but  without,  for 
the  most  part,  actual  violence,  the  ordinary  Chinamen  lending 
himself  very  kindly  to  the  coercion  of  a  levelled  revolver.  The 
usual  modus  operandi  is  as  follows : — A  Chinese  passenger  boat 
capable  of  holding  some  200  passengers  and  their  person^  effects 
starts  on  her  trip  in  tow  of  a  steam  launch.  Either  at  the  point 
of  departure  or  at  some  calling  station  en  rontB  a  gaug  of  men 
aimed  with  revolvers  go  on  board  m  the  guise  of  passengers.  If 
they  suspect  any  supervision  is  kept  or  that  any  examination  for 
arms  will  be  made,  they  conceal  their  revolvers  in  sealed  jars 
supposed  to  contain  pickles  or  preserved  fruits,  sometimes 
addressed  to  an  official  or  some  prominent  person  further  up  or 
down  the  river,  or  in  some  other  innocent  package ;  and  then,  when 
they  arrive  at  some  place  where  tliey  have  arranged  to  be  met  by 
confederates,  they  simply  '*hold  up"  all  the  passengers.  The 
launch  temporarily  clears  out  and  the  highwaymen  "  go  through  *' 
the  boat  taking  all  money,  jewellery,  and  valuables,  not  as  a  rule 
goods,  and  then  take  their  departure — the  launch  returns  to  the 
boat  and  continues  her  voyage.  This  sort  of  thing  was  not  called 
by  the  dread  name  of  "  highway  robbery  "  on  Hounslow  Heath. 

When  it  is  the  launch  itself  which  carries  passengers  the  same 
course  is  pursued,  but  the  gang  then  take  possession  of  the  launch 
itself,  compelling  the  engineers  to  continue  to  attend  to  the  engines 
and  either  nni  the  launcli  up  some  creek  wliere  their  confederates 
are  waiting  for  them,  or  use  her  to  make  other  robberies  on 
launches  or  passenger  boats  or  junks.  But  they  never  hold  a 
launch  for  more  than  a  few  hours  and  never  dream  of  making  off 
with  her  as  a  prize.  She  would  be  utterly  useless  to  them  and 
would  lead  to  their  certain  arrest  and  decapitation.  Dick  Turpiu 
might  as  well  have  stolen  a  stage  coach.     These  men  if  pursued 
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and  pressed  will  fire  on  their  pursuers  as  has  happened  more 
than  once,  especially  in  the  case  of  pursuit  by  the  steam  pinnace 
of  H.M.S.  "Tweed"  when  one  of  her  crew  was  wounded — ^in 
that  case,  however,  it  was  the  robbers'  confederates  on  shore  who 
fired  on  the  pinnace. 

When  the  gang  have  finished  with  a  launch  the  men  usually 
take  a  polite  farewell  of  the  master  and  crew  and  sometimes  even 
if  they  have  given  no  trouble  give  them  a  few  dollars. 

Lately  on  the  West  River  launches  have  been  fired  at  from  the 
banks  of  the  creeks  and  four  or  five  Chinese  unhappily  killed  and 
wounded  and  one  man  was  kidnapped,  but  it  is  probable  that  these 
outrages  were  the  result  of  some  other  cause  than  highway  robbery, 
as  otherwise  the  fact  that  no  steps  were  taken  to  stop  the  launches, 
and  that  the  shooting  took  place  at  night  seem  to  make  the  outrage 
purposeless. 

In  addition  to  all  this  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  large  amount  of 
blackmailing  going  on  all  over  the  delta  and  watercourses,  but 
chiefly  if  not  «dtogether  with  respect  to  native  goods  moving  about 
the  country.  But  this  abominable  state  of  things  has  always 
existed.  Formerly,  robberies  were  not  committed  by  the  help  of 
steam  launches  or  on  steam  launches,  because  steam  launches  did 
not  exist  and  gingals  and  stink-pots  were  as  effective  as  Mauser 
rifles  and  revolvers.  Not  long  ago  I  was  laughed  at  when,  after  a 
more  audacious  robbery  than  usual,  I  enquired  whether  this  sort 
of  thing  was  common  years  ago  and  was  assured  that  passenger 
boats  used  then  to  be  robbed  just  as  frequently  as  now.  The 
difference  is  that  as  the  robberies  are  reported  to  the  customs  and 
the  Consuls,  they  being  directly  or  indirectly  interested,  and 
Chinese  newspapers  exist  for  the  propagation  of  fact  and  fiction, 
quite  impartially,  more  is  now  heard  of  them. 

I  hope  I  shsdl  not  be  accused  of  minimising  the  state  of  things 
in  this  districL  One  robbery,  one  outrage  omy  is  one  too  many, 
but  the  whole  matter  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  so  grossly  exag- 
gerated and  so  false  an  impression  has  been  created  in  the  public 
mind  at  home  and  in  China  to  ju(^e  by  the  public  prints  that  I 
have  thought  it  right  to  point  out  the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Since 
His  Excellency  Li  Hung  Chang's  arrival  here  as  Viceroy  matters 
have  assumed  a  different  complexion.  Robberies  committed  on 
launches  and  passenger  boats  have  at  the  present  time,  temporarily 
at  any  rate,  almost  ceased  in  Chinese  waters,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  time,  should  His  Excellency  remain  in  Canton,  the 
stringent  and  energetic  measures  employed  by  him  will  restore 
order  throughout  the  district.  But  the  mischief  is  deep  seated 
and  the  evils  caused  by  years  of  mal-administration  cannot  be 
eradicated  in  a  day. 

Matters  do  not  move  rapidly  in  Canton,  but  there  are  s^ns  of  Bailway 
progress  in  the  air.    It  is  true  that  nothing  has  practically  been  p«>jeoU. 
done  with  respect  to  the  projected  railways  from  Hankow  to 
Canton  and  from  Hong-Kong  to  Canton ;  both  projects  I  should 
say  are  unlikely  to  be  earned  through  for  some  years;  both  involve 
a  very  large  expenditure,  the  return  on  which  for  mcuiy  years  is 
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dqubtfuL  But  there  is  a  Chinese  scheme  #hieh  hfa^  it  is  Sdd, 
received  official  countenance,  if  not  sanctioned^  for  embenking  tbe 
river  front  of  the  city  from  Shameen  dbwnWde,  a  very  fihfe  alid 
useful  work  if  it  is  only  carried  out  by  its  Chinese  pnijectors;  A 
scheme  for  supplying  water  to  Canton  has  also  b^n  laid  before 
the  Viceroy.  The  use  of  electricity  for  lighting  the  sUWts  is 
increasing  and  the  same  company  as  is  supplying  elebtridty  htts 
laid  down  mains  in  various  directions  from  fixed  pumping  statiolts 
for  fire  extinguishing.  Various  othet  schemes,  some  practical 
some  chimerical,  are  mooted,  but  all  showing  a  desire  t<J  inctea^ 
the  amenities  of  life  among  the  natives  of  Canton. 

Meanwhile  the  British  and  French  Concessions  on  Shameen 
are  becoming  too  small  for  the  foreign  mercantile  dommunity, 
which  is  growing  year  by  year.  Very  little  space  is  left  ton  the 
British  portion  and  not  much  more  on  the  French  part  of  Shameen. 
It  seems  inevitable  tliat  a  fresh  concession  either  oosmopolitan  or 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  one  particular  nation  will  have  to  be 
found  somewhere,  but  where,  is  the  question.  It  is  a  probldm 
that  will  probably  prove  difficult  of  solution. 

I  have  to  return  my  best  thanks  to  the  Comulissibniir  of 
Customs  for  access  to  the  customs  returns  before  publication 
and  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  assisted  me  with  information 
relating  to  the  branches  of  trade  in  which  they  are  specially 
interested. 


Beturx  of  all  Steamers  at  the  Port  of  Canton  during  the  Year 

1899. 


Inwards. 

Outwardi. 

Total* 

NitionaUt7. 

Kumbcr  of        -,.__ 
Veeiela.           *®°*- 

Namber  of 
Veikela. 

Tom. 

*V"SS5r'    ^". 

BUtfih*     

American 

I^tunch      

German     

JaptneM 

MorweKian 
Portuffueie         !... 

BuMiktt     

Ctaineee     

1,U6             1,491.570    I       1.835 

4                 m   1           3 

1  8                  1 
10ft                 93,717               10ft 

2  1,918                  J 
29                 28,668                29 

8                      3U                  9 

1                      542     1              1 

1,467               236,422    j       1,501 

1,495,406 

190 

8 

93,717 

1,918 

23,661 

329 

542 

232,863 

8,671 

2 
210 

4 

58 

17 

2 

2,068 

2,1)86,9J8 

1*7,411 

3,836 

47;n6 

641 

1,084 

460,285 

Total      

8,453            1,848,356    1       8.485 

1, 848.641    |.     «,i8l 

8,M6.!M 

*  These  art  princlpallj  riyer-steamcrs  pljlnff  between  Canton  and 
Dthe^  than  riTer-steamer^—nanibered  43i,  of  469,709  tons. 
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9lETU|(V  of  Principal  Chinese  ^rticlea  Importefi  iato  Canton 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Altifii66. 


B«m6    ... 

Ni^»eDttoi|  cloth 


2Sr  :::    .:: 

Bf.waUk 

Total 


:::i' 


1899. 


Qiuati^. 


Value. 


•    £ 

Tom 

65,241 
1      1,815,675 

3fi7,474 

Lba. 

95,66;} 

Ions 

49,!»2 

402,90a 

... 

... 

1)5,324 

Lbs. 

7,635,016 

73,724 

Cvts. 

2G3,97a 

800.580 

Tons 

76,275 

407.688 

Lb.i. 

1        260,166 

169,224 

Tona 

7,041 

38.041 

Lbs. 

78,304 

96,612 

_»» 

586,696 

219,651 

Toos 

11,762 

151,41fi 
346,300 

18Q8. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

62,349 
1,389.'783 

314,812 

53,461 

895,688 
6^80 

7,204,000 

60619 

263,982 

285L288 

40,452 

185.604 

205,200 
843 

^t-fS 

57.044 

65,Ut 

193,256 

«2^fp 

5,640 

M\ 

2,753,305 


2,012,348 


B^n^N  of  Principal  Articles  of  Expoit  from  Canton  during  the 

Yeara  1899-98. 


Arttele^ 

1899. 

im. 

qjumUkj.    .     VahM. 

Quaatitr.    |     Valiia. 

Camphor        

CluMUUffnea 

<H&m  taaglaa... 

gggf     

Bav,  while 

Wiim  filature      

Befuae 

SteSdgJ"    ::;    :: 

Vadona     ...       -.       ... 
^Torware     ...       ...       .» 

Tea,hlMfK      

Tobacco,  prepared 

iati,fiiih    li               Z 
BtSoDB         ...       

Lbs. 

BiL    :.- 

Ua. 
„          ... 
„          ... 

II          ■•• 
II          ... 

Lba.*"      .. 

„ 

„         ... 

125,150 

888,818 

1,658,946 

94,775 

86,189 

666,400 
88,965 

9,196 
1,180^214 
8,721,977 

^0 

4,800 
48,948 
58,276 

86,751 

2,498,«86 

28,601 

854,588 
85,177 

112,508 
18,588 
19;788 
78,177 
96,848 
81,180 
86,064 

506,142 

68,868 

616,800 

202,000 

106,588 
4.405,067 
1,247,267 

768,067 
29,888 

7,815 
1,822.000 
2,760,800 

7,I1f9,706 

... 

114,688 

41,068 

l,94^tl» 

t6^688 

51,068 

80,085 
578,900 

TMl       

...• 

4,040,872 

1    8,897,846 

! 

Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


OANTOK. 


RirCBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Canton  daring  the 

Years  1899-98. 


ArtidM. 

IMf.                  1 

188t. 

Um. 

qaaaittf. 

Valnt. 

Ouatltr. 

▼ataM. 

Opium ...       ... 

•II,4M 

<        i 
60M1S 

782,806 

Cotton  foodo— 

"T^SS.::; 

Piaeaa     ... 

W,M7 

27,6ii    ' 

70^688 

22,7«r 

ti         ••• 

100,140 

77,660    1 

82,870 

«I,8U 

T^dotlM      

M                  ••• 

11,694 

11,184    ' 

20.271 

8,688 

Towalt        

DoMna    ... 

t.l» 

211    1 

7.6» 

488 

„      JapuiMO 

»f         ••• 

22,440 

1,368    . 

14,688 

884 

Placaa      ... 

11.860 

8,618 

841 

181 

Japtaan  flanoel 

IngUsli 

iB^Lm     ^       

„ 

67,222 

10,266 

6,776 

1*081 

LI*         ... 

220,000 

6.728 

i"'!2 

.>!2 

II                      ••• 

2,212,126 

116,441 

8,248,887 

148,890 

Japiimait           ...       ••• 

tf                      ••• 

14,201 

270 

12»000 

219 

... 

21,868 

... 

14,268 

]Coia]»-> 

Inn,  imU,  rod,  nd  bar  ... 

ILba.         ... 

1,212,000 

8,888 

861,288 

MM 

tt    •Doa* ...       M«       ••• 

1 

46,2K 

216 

68,200 

«IT 

.    old     

»»           ••• 

526,823 

986 

482,080 

814 

Lawl 

tf           ••• 

16.667 

102 

28,628 

179 

Oopfer        

»t           ••• 

[          24,M2 

2.027 

260,126 

6,188 

Coil 

Tons 

4«,762 

47,867 

41,271 

42,749 

Cwta. 

180,800 

76,788 

288,478 

168,818 

Whaotflonr 

;  Lba. 

26,801.602 

110.280 

16,888,200 

68,M4 

Cvttia-lbh      ...       ...       ... 

1     ft          ••• 

4,068.638 

74,734 

4,088,886 

66,206 

Antltoadyaa  ... 

21,647 

22,009 

Wladow-fflMa 

Boxea      ... 

1          1*1^777 

6,787 

*8;047 

2,622 

ladlarablMr  ahoaa    ... 

Pain 

8,761 

i             861 

6,887 

807 

JadMtoM       ...       ... 

Tona 

214 

22,264 

218 

28,868 

LioUior         

;  Lba. 

136,278 

'          4,086 

122,882 

8»e68 

Mattdbaa,  Japonaaa 

•  QroM 

928,828 

32.848 

827,820 

88.788 

Pnao^admilk        

Dosara    ... 

1M16 

2,266 

14,974 

2,m 

Karoanaon^ 

AMrican    ...       ...       .. 

.  Oallooa    ... 

2,026,600 

74.636 

1,011,440 

18,882 

»»         •• 

3.237,666 

66.148 

1,418,680 

24,208 

floBuiftni     ...       ...       M 

M                    •.. 

1,446,016 

1        29,878 

4,008,068 

68,862 

Soaka  

1  Doa.  pairs 

36.447 

1          3.701 

28.828 

2,0tt 

8^.'«r.    ::    :: 

Lb.."      .. 

48,246 
2»441.280 

2.600 
1         18,421 

28»722 

1,084 
12,168 

,«           IftwWM  ...                  ...                  M. 

fl 

622 

1                2 

16,800 

68 

... 

686,222 

... 

468,286 

Total       ^       .. 

... 

2,078,288 

... 

1.7W^6» 

Gross  Value  of  the  Trade  of  Canton  in  Foreign  Vessels  during 
the  Years  1899-98. 


Foreign  goodi  imported    from    foreign 

countvies  uid  Hong-Konff  •  • 

Foreign  goods  imported  m>m  Chineie 

^rto       

Cninese  produce  imported  ..         •• 

„  exported      to      foreign 

oonntriee 

Chineie   produce    exported  to  Chinese 

ports       • 

Total  


Yalne. 


1899. 


£ 

2,079,299 

14,276 
2,768,895 

8,506,786 

685,067 


1898. 
If 


8,887,841 


1,710,072 

14,706 
2,012,848 

2,900,899 

496,947 


7,184,471 
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Table  showing  Belation   of  the   Import  Transit  Trade  to  the 
Import  Trade  of  Canton  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


ArtlolM. 


1898. 


y«Iae  of 
Per-      i      Value       1      ^^?*^^    , 

I  Transit  Pan.  ! 


Per- 


WooUengoodf 


»oa 
All  other  goods 

Total 


£ 

266,287 

14,246 

16,668 

86,788 

109,026 

1,279,169 


£ 
93,717 
1,188 
2,816 
28.994 
96,141 
2,200 


36-6 
8-0 
14-8 
67-0 
88  "2 
0*17 


1,710,072 


219,625 


12*8 
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